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The Bible and its Power
How often do you read something in the Bible and find that it touches you deeply, even moves you to tears? Maybe
something in a very well-known passage strikes a chord, something you never saw before. We could say that this is
the ‘power' of the Bible, the effect of the Lord speaking through the Word. And I might add that to come into contact
with this power we have to do some Bible reading ourselves!
A great deal of New Church teaching is based on the Bible as the Lord's Word. For example, we're told that the very
first people didn't have a written-down Word but had it in their hearts, but, as people lost the connection with spiritual
life, a written Word became necessary. And we're told that the Word exists in the spiritual world, so it is not only for
this world but for us for ever. And, most beautifully, we're told that when people read the Word – and especially
children – the angels are thrilled with the meaning of what is being read and communicate some of their delight to
the people reading it. If you have a love for the Word, then surely, you are getting some of that angelic delight in it.
But there is one particular teaching about the Word that I'd like to emphasise here - its amazing power. Its power to
affect us and bring us closer to the Lord, and Him to us. In our teachings there's a description of a piece of paper
with writing on it floating down from heaven and coming to land on the earth. As it touches the ground it explodes ...
with power. The paper is like the Word, or the Lord's revelation to us; the ground is like our mind. When the two
come into contact, it ignites, or should I perhaps say that we ignite.
Now here is something important. The real power of the Bible is not in all the different levels of meaning we can
discover within it, hidden away and written in symbols and correspondences. No! Those help, certainly; they
illuminate and instruct and point things out, but they don't have the ‘power'. The real and awesome power of the Bible
is right there in the words themselves, in their ability to speak to you and change you or lift you up or fill you with a
sense of God's love.
(Continued on page 2)
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I always use an illustration to get the point of this across. Think about your physical body for a moment. That's like
the book the Bible is, with its binding and pages, and its many stories in print. But in your body you also have your
physical senses, like taste and touch, sight and smell and hearing through which you experience the world you're in.
These are not your body, yet they're so very close to it.
In exactly the same way as this, the power of the Word isn't the book or the words in print or the stories and
commands. It's their effect which is powerful; it's what you get from coming into contact with them, like smelling the
roses or hearing Bach played well. No wonder Psalm 34 says "O taste and see that the Lord is good."
And because almost every verse in the Bible mentions God and people (I, you, we, they, my, our .... and so on) the
effect is so much more powerful than in any other book ever written. To read that "the Lord is my shepherd" is to
have a statement of great confidence and trust in the Lord's protection and care over us. We can discuss shepherds
till the cows come home (!) but that's not the point. The point is the feeling that the Lord is there, and we are moved
by words that speak about our own experience. Therein lies the power, which is so strong that it can lift our soul and
change our state.
Rev Julian Duckworth

Morality Report
In February a new booklet is being sent out to Churches
and other groups with the title:
Is Morality Outdated?
Spiritual Principles Guiding
Sexual Behaviour

To facilitate the widest possible use of the work of the
Study Group both the Booklet and the full Report are
being made available for download from the Conference
web site and the Lifeline web site.
To access the documents from the Lifeline web site first
go to:

The opening page of the booklet includes the following:
www.new-church-lifeline.org.uk
Sexual Morality as Seen from a Spiritual Viewpoint
(July 2006) is the Report of a Study Group set up by
the Committee of Ministers and Governing Council of
the New Church Conference. The members of the
Study Group were Mrs J Jones, Mrs H Laidlaw, Mr S
Russell-Lacy (Convenor) and Rev M Stanley.
It was felt it would be useful if the Report could be
adapted and shortened with the aim of publishing
material for helping people at the grass roots to
engage in talking about the issues. Consequently in
January 2007 the convenor of the Group was asked
if some of the Group could produce this booklet,
which is based on the Report, for local church
congregations to use as a focus for local discussion.

Then click on Resources. On the Resources page click
on Morality Report. On the Morality Report page you will
have the choice to select the Short Booklet or the Full
Report together with its 4 Appendices. These will
download as Adobe pdf files which you can print for
local use. The Full Report and Appendices should be
printed as A4 Portrait pages and the Short Booklet as
A4 Landscape pages.
Editor

It may be supposed that the doctrine of genuine truth can be acquired by means of the spiritual sense of
the Word which is obtained through a knowledge of correspondences. Doctrine, however, is not acquired
by such means, but only illustrated and corroborated. For as was stated above in No. 26 no one comes into
the spiritual sense of the Word by means of correspondences unless he is first in genuine truths from
doctrine. If a man is not first in genuine truths, he may falsify the Word by means of some correspondences
he may know, by connecting them together and explaining them to confirm what is firmly held in his mind
from some principle which he has adopted. Moreover, the spiritual sense is not communicated to anyone
except by the Lord alone; and He guards it as He guards heaven, for heaven is within it. It is important then
that a man should study the Word in the sense of the Letter: from that sense only is doctrine derived.
Doctrine of Sacred Scripture 56
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Curepipe Centenary
The New Church teachings
arrived in Mauritius in 1846
with Mr George Poole from
Australia. He stayed for only
3 or 4 years, but he left
behind him a small number
of enthusiastic converts,
notably Louis Michel, a poor
painter, whose loyalty,
courage and determination
ensured the survival of the
new group. When Poole
returned to Australia in 1850,
Louis Michel became for a
while the de facto leader,
and he sent to Mr Le Boys
des Guays, founder of the
New Church in France, for
French translations of
Swedenborg’s writings. In
1854 he sent copies to a Mr Edmond de Chazal and to
the Le Sage brothers. Edmond de Chazal was a rich
sugar cane planter with a large estate and many
employees. A patriarchal figure, he also had 12
children! He quickly recognised the Heavenly Doctrines
for what they are. From 1858 he and Napoleon Le
Sage began holding meetings in their homes. De
Chazal was a man of influence and intelligence, strongwilled and wealthy, and he became the driving force in
establishing the New Church as a worshipping presence
on the island. Soon English translations sent out from
the Swedenborg Society in London became available,
and support increased to the point where they were able
to acquire premises in Champs-de-Lort, Port Louis, and
convert them to the building that is still the home today
of the Port Louis New Jerusalem Church. Indeed, that
building, though urgently in need of repair, is of some
historical significance in Mauritius. In 1877 the Society
of the New Jerusalem Church was given legal
recognition and status, apparently only the 2nd body to
be recognised as such after the Roman Catholic
Church.
Which brings us to Curepipe. For many reasons, largely
climatic, there had been a movement away from the
heat and humidity of Port Louis up to the higher ground
in the centre of the island, and many New Church
people gathered in the Curepipe area. When the Revd
G.F.Ferchen was appointed the first Minister in 1906, he
quickly established weekly Sunday worship. Records
indicate average attendances of 30 in Port Louis and 50
in Curepipe. There was a desire to have a house of
worship in Curepipe, and land was donated by
members of the Le Sage family. The members raised
funds for the building, and on 13th October 1907 it was
dedicated by the Minister.
1907 – 2007. My first task when arriving back in
Mauritius on 10th October was to assist the Church
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Committee in organising an event to commemorate the
anniversary. So, on a glorious Sunday 25th November,
people gathered to celebrate the century of witness to
the Lord Jesus Christ in His Second Coming. The
Church had been extensively renovated during 2006,
drawing on the de Chazal Fund held in trust by the
General Conference for the New Jerusalem Church in
Mauritius. Both the external roof and the interior had
major work done, making the building fit for its 2nd
century.
A group of ladies worked tirelessly beforehand to
decorate the interior with gorgeous red and white floral
displays and white ribbons, and the sun shone brilliantly
through the attractive stained glass windows in the
sanctuary. I was able to set up the Conference laptop
computer and some speakers, so that we had beautiful
sacred music flowing gently around to welcome the
congregation. Finding myself ready well in hand, I was
able to sit quietly in the chancel for a while before
people started arriving, and it felt just heavenly. Outside
a “tarpaulin” had been set up in the grounds near the
Church Hall, and the catering staff had everything ready
for the “get together” afterwards.
Because of the short notice, it had been difficult to
estimate how many visitors and guests might come. In
the end it was calculated that there were approximately
100 people in the church, a very appropriate figure. The
normal congregation was swollen by many family
members and friends supporting the faithful Church
members, together with a sprinkling of official visitors,
including Msgr Améddée Nagapen, a senior Roman
Catholic priest representing the Bishop of Port Louis,
and the Executive Director of the Bible Society of
Mauritius. The team of Worship Leaders (Evelyne
Eynaud, Yves Radhanauth, Clifford Phanjoo and Rao
Sookeeah) and the President of the Church (Maryse
Emile) processed up the central aisle of the refurbished
(Continued on page 4)

The Upper Room
From 11th May 1974 to 1st February 1975 the Herald, the forerunner of Lifeline, published
a series of fifteen Meditations by Rev Brian Kingslake using the title - The Upper Room.
His mediations and the accompanying prayers seem as relevant today as they did over
thirty years ago and are now re-published in Lifeline in the same series.
The term ‘Upper Room’ can be seen as representing the higher levels of our minds into
which enlightenment from the Lord can flow when we seek to know the truth and wish to
apply it in a life of usefulness to others. Such enlightenment involves our coming closer to
the Lord just as the disciples came close to Him at the Last Supper.

Rev Brian Kingslake
1907 - 1995

3. "Being too Ego-Centric"
READ

John 15: 1–12

Obviously I must have (or be) an "Ego" so that I can love the Lord and my neighbour, and be loved by Him and other
people. God made me a self-conscious individual. I must stand on my own feet, and reasonably protect myself and
forward my own interests. But do I go too far? Do I regard myself as too important? Do I make too much of myself,
my own wants and needs? Do I tend to judge everything from my point of view only? Clearly, it is the height of
insanity to consider myself the centre of the universe, yet I do it, almost unconsciously.
Only the Lord is the Centre of the universe. Without Him I can do nothing. Admittedly I must act as if everything
depended on myself; yet at the same time I must acknowledge in my heart that in fact everything depends on the
Lord. Can I do this?
PRAYER

Divine Creator of the universe, the Life of all that live, help me to understand and accept the paradox that although I
feel myself to be a self-centred and autonomous individual with a will of my own, yet in fact I cannot do anything,
think anything, or even desire anything, except by using Your Life in me. If I were cut off from You, even for an
instant, I would die and disappear. Help me, dear Lord, to use Your Life discreetly and wisely, to Your honour and
glory, and to the building up of Your heavenly Kingdom in my environment this day.

(Continued from page 3)

church, and all played a part in the service with a
welcome, a talk about the Church’s history, prayers and
readings. Good wishes had been received from a
numbers of ministers and friends of the New Jerusalem
Church in Mauritius, and their messages were displayed
on the walls of the Hall for people to read at their
leisure.
The theme of the service was The Universal House of
God, and included prayers of rededication for the
building and for the congregation. Some ladies had
practised the hymns with great enthusiasm, and their
singing was a good boost to the congregation. The 5
hymns (cantiques!) included a traditional French one
about the Holy City to the well-known tune Ewing
(Jerusalem the golden), 2 traditional English ones, and
2 modern ones sung to the guitar. Bind us together,
Lord was sung as a prayer with people linking hands
and arms as an outward sign of these words from
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Hosea. The final song, Isaiah’s words, You shall go with
joy, was sung with great gusto, and plenty of vigorous
clapping, and we did indeed leave the building, 100
years after its dedication, with heads held high, and joy
in our hearts. Praise be to the Lord!
Celebrations continued with a group photograph on the
steps of the church, and then a happy time of fellowship
outside, including, of course, the ceremonial cutting of
the centenary cake – donated by the caterers! What to
do at the end, when all the visitors had gone, the
surplus food had been distributed, tidying up done?
Around 20 of us sat on chairs in a circle under the trees
in a delightful temperature, relaxing, basking in the
affectionate aura, singing to guitar accompaniment. Ah,
another touch of heaven! The Lord is indeed good.
Bruce Jarvis

Atonement
At the Ministers’ Seminar in Autumn 2007 Rev Christopher Hasler gave three lectures on the Atonement, a
theological concept that is of central importance to some Christians but which is at total variance with New Church
Teaching. The lectures have now been edited and abridged for publication in Lifeline with the help of Rev Bruce
Jarvis. Below you will find the first lecture.

Atonement .. or “I wouldn't start from here”
An Old Country Joke
I am sure you’ve all heard it! A tourist asks an old
farmer, “What is my best way to the nearest town?” The
old farmer takes out his pipe, scratches his head and
replies: “If I were going to the nearest town, I wouldn't
start from here”
I will ask you to bear that advice in mind as we
approach a very difficult subject. The Atonement, known
also as the Vicarious Sacrifice, or the Penal Substitution
Theory. All these titles touch on the doctrine of just how
the Lord Jesus Christ saved sinners from eternal
damnation.
The subject hit the headlines at Easter 2007 when Very
Rev Dr Jeffrey John, Dean of St Albans, broadcast a
message during Holy Week on BBC Radio 4. He
questioned the accepted views of the Atonement, which
puts God the Father in rather a bad light, and was
immediately denounced by several senior Anglican
colleagues. But the debate continues in theological
colleges and in publications. One such book says, “The
fact is that the cross isn’t a form of cosmic child abuse.
Understandably, people both inside and outside of the
Church have found this twisted version of events
morally dubious and a huge barrier to faith.” (from The
Lost Message of Jesus by Rev Steve Chalk, a Baptist
minister).
A recently published book (Pierced for our
Transgressions *) has a very different point of view. It
has something I have never seen before - ten
unnumbered pages of sycophantic recommendations by
senior and respected academics such as Principals of
Theological Colleges and by four Bishops. This is highpowered propaganda, almost a lifeline thrown to
drowning congregations, written for “everyman” and not
just for academics.
I wish to show that both sides of this great debate are
making the mistake of starting from the wrong premise,
and should perhaps take the old farmer’s advice and
begin from another position.
Pierced for our Transgressions begins as follows:
The doctrine of penal substitution states that God
gave himself in the person of his Son to suffer
instead of us the death, punishment and curse due
to fallen humanity as the penalty for sin. (p. 21)
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Chapter 2 is entitled Searching the Scriptures: the
Biblical foundations of Penal Substitution. It is
beautifully researched, dealing with the various stories
of the sacrifices which the Jews were commanded to
offer. It makes a valid point:
If God himself affirms penal substitution, if it is part of
the explanation that he himself has given for why he
sent his Son into the world, then we dare not
maintain otherwise. (p.33)
It then deals with the main sacrifices which the Jews
were commanded to make. The Passover is something
that we cannot simply dismiss since this one
observance has been practised by the Jewish people to
this day. After the destruction of the Temple in AD70
this centre of Jewish worship was removed from being a
hidden Temple ritual into the home in which,
incidentally, the mother of the family and the children
play a very important part. Has it not been the main
means of keeping the Jewish faith alive to the present
day in spite of the many pogroms they had to undergo?
The book also clearly links the Jewish Passover with the
events at Easter. For example, the words of John the
Baptist when he saw Jesus: Behold, the Lamb of God,
who takes away the sin of the world. (John 1.29). We
cannot ignore these clear links and need to know
precisely why they were commanded in the first place.
The Passover is an important memorial of the
deliverance of the Jewish people from the slavery in
Egypt. He is the only Deliverer from slavery and one
who offers freedom.
In the New Church we see deeper implications in this
story, since we are taught that the Jewish people had a
very special mission, and perhaps still have. Today’s
mission, as I understand it, is primarily that the Jewish
people read the Scriptures in Hebrew, a language
which, we are told, is close to the language in the
spiritual world. I do believe that if they were to stop
reading the Old Testament in Hebrew, they would soon
disappear into the pages of history.
Furthermore, we also have the doctrine of the Five
Churches or spiritual epochs: the Most Ancient, the
Ancient, the Jewish Epoch (not strictly a Church), then
the First Christian, and the New Church. Mankind first
declined from a celestial state of innocence, and then
further from the spiritual mentality which was learned in
correspondences and symbolism, so that the Divine
(Continued on page 6)
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presence with mankind diminished to a very tenuous
link. The only way to keep a link between heaven and
human souls on earth was through correspondential
worship enacted by the Jewish sacrifices. The Jews
themselves did not really understand the significance of
what they were doing, but their associate spirits could
enter into the intentions and sense of awe which was in
the mind and heart of the sincere worshipper. In this
way, the essential link with heaven was maintained.
Pierced for our Transgressions goes through the
sacrificial rituals as they were commanded, and focuses
especially on the Day of Atonement with its Scapegoat.
The sins of the people were confessed, and were
transmitted to the goat by the laying on of hands. Yet
the goat Azazel was not sacrificed but led into the
wilderness, which according to our teachings
represented hell. There is no suggestion that it was in
any way acceptable to the Lord as some sort of offering.
Rather it was a clear declaration that our evils should be
recognised and rejected by us and assigned to hell. It is
also clear that it was not anything that God had
commanded for His own sake but purely for maintaining
some link with mankind, which had destroyed all true
worship through the misuse of correspondences and
magic. This is why the Jewish rituals had to be done
strictly according to the Law, or else the screening veil
of protection of pure correspondences would be broken,
and the hells could rush in and attack the perverted
ritual, as happened to Nadab and Abihu (Lev. 7.20-21)
This destruction in no sense represented Divine anger
or punishment. It was literally ‘hell let loose’ because of
human disobedience, similar to a man filling his car with
petrol but smoking at the same time and blowing himself
up. Man is and always has been responsible for his
actions and should realise that it is in his interest not to
break certain safety rules.
Pierced for our Transgressions continues:
The book of Leviticus addresses the question, ‘How
can a holy God dwell in the midst of a sinful people?’
The answer for the old covenant believers was a
system of atoning sacrifices, with the Day of
Atonement at its heart. Both the vocabulary of
atonement and the fate of the scapegoat in Leviticus
16 depict the propitiation of God’s wrath by the
substitutionary death of an animal. This anticipated
the work of Christ in the new covenant, where God’s
wrath against all his people was propitiated by the
once-for-all substitutionary death of his Son. (p.51)
The book then examines Isaiah 51, especially v4-6:
Surely he has born our sicknesses and carried our
sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by
God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our
transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the chastisement that brought us
peace, and with his stripes we are healed. All we like
sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one
to his own way; and Yahweh has laid on him the
iniquity of us all.
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The authors conclude: ‘All of this serves to underline the
simple fact that the Servant, who is distinct from God’s
people, suffered in their place, as their substitute.’ (p.54)
Those last three words ‘as their substitute’ give the
implication away, which is that the Father demanded
someone to carry the penalty which he regarded as just
and essential before he could relent from his ‘righteous
anger’. I hasten to add, we have no quarrel with the
words in Isaiah, only with their interpretation in which
two divine persons play an active role. We maintain that
the situation had a far deeper significance, and was not
a once-and-for-all solution on behalf of sinful mankind.
It was not just that one act, one crucifixion and death in
history, which brought universal salvation to those who
accept Jesus as their Saviour. This theological theory is
simply called, ‘Salvation by substitution’.
The substitutionary sacrifice is not a new teaching!
Those who are now turning against the traditional view
of this dogma have been pointing out that it was really
developed by the Protestant Church, and was never
particularly emphasised in Catholic doctrines. Indeed,
the Catholic Church maintains the continual need for
self-examination, and emphasises life rather than faith
alone.
To make its point, the chapter ‘The Historical Pedigree
of Penal Substitution’, quotes many well-known
Christian theologians, ancient and modern, who have
taught it. This interesting chapter, which I would
describe as ‘Variations on the Theme of Three Notes’,
plays the same little tune but in the end we have to
accept that the Father was angry with the human race.
His righteousness demanded that they should be
eternally damned and suffer everlasting punishment.
Some writers do accentuate the awe-inspiring thought,
“But how he must have loved us, that he gave his only
Son to carry the penalty for us!” And that is the whole
theological explanation: “Someone must be punished,
otherwise I cannot forgive what you have done!”
In a review of a new book by Karen Armstrong (The
Bible: A biography) the author said that taking the Bible
literally was really quite a new development. Calvin
apparently wrote that we cannot read the Bible like that,
since it is clearly written symbolically, and is to be
interpreted like a parable. So this accent on literalism
really appears to be a Protestant development which
came in with the revivalist preaching and mass
conversions.
For the New Church this is very interesting because it
means that just at the time when the New Church
doctrines made their appearance in the mid-eighteenth
century, there was a strong reaction against everything
they taught:
•
•
•
•

A new view of the Trinity.
A new concept of salvation.
Salvation - a lifelong process, rather than a moment
in time.
A completely new concept of Divine Love that
cannot be angry.

•

A very new idea of hell contradicting the old concept
as a place of punishment.

Am I reading too much into this? Swedenborg did write
that the Catholics would find it easier to come into the
New Church than the Protestants. And we have those
great scenes in Revelation where the Dragon is
persecuting the Woman who gave birth to the Man
Child, which the Dragon wanted to destroy as soon as it
was born. The Dragon there represents the doctrine of
Faith Alone.
Consider how very difficult it is for us to be heard, even
to be noticed, and add to that the statement that the
New Church will be at first among a few.
‘And to the woman were given the two wings of a
great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness
to her own place’ signifies Divine circumspection on
behalf of that Church, and protection while it is still
among a few. (Apocalypse Revealed 561)
We must beware of a persecution complex But when I
see the world and the enthusiasm with which so many
trivial ideas are met and received by thousands, and
compare that with the tedious struggle we have to share
the truths (for which, I believe, many are longing), then I
say to myself, “There must be more in this than a mere
coincidence.” There is a deliberate colour blindness
towards the new revelation. A sort of barrier which few
can ignore, or climb over. Let me give you an example.
There has been a great interest in Angel books for the
last 15 or 20 years. I have looked at some of these

books, and they are sentimental, muddled and contain
fragmentary information, some of which is false due to
ignorance and lack of understanding of the nature of the
spiritual world. Mainly they are anecdotal and if you
have read one, you have read them all! They are
vaguely comforting because they give out the idea that
in distressing circumstances we, too, might get help
from above. A nice thought. But above all, they do not
require us to find God behind it all.
When you compare them with Heaven and Hell – From
things heard and seen – first published by
Swedenborg in London in 1758, there is no comparison.
So why do we find it so impossible to make HH a best
seller? You would think that knowing in great detail what
happens to a child who has just died would be gratefully
received because it brings real comfort. This has, of
course, happened in a few cases, but still it happens
with relatively few individuals. So why can we not make
a break-through to embrace the thousands who are in
spiritual darkness?
Is there some deeper reason for this wall of silence and
blindness towards us? We shall examine why this is so
as we develop our subject.
To be continued
* PIERCED FOR OUR TRANSGRESSIONSRediscovering the glory of penal substitution by Steve
Jeffery, Mike Ovey, Andrew Sach. Inter-Varsity Press
2007 ISBN 978-1-84474-178-6

Day Workshop on Symbols
Following on from the success of the labyrinth day
retreats held in Birmingham, Bournemouth, Chester,
Manchester and South London last year, a new day has
been planned for 2008. The theme this year is that of
‘Symbols’, both because it is the topic which receives
the most hits on the Spiritual Wisdom web site and also
because we feel we have something helpful to share
with new people through the key of correspondences
found in Swedenborg’s writings.
The day will consist of time to absorb and discuss a
variety of fascinating displays (on colour, number,
seasons, and animals), a short talk, discussion,
meditation and an activity using symbol cards. As with
the labyrinth day, a leader who is familiar with the
programme will be provided, along with all the
resources for the day so all that is required is someone
in your area to agree to be the local co-ordinator. Their
role is to liaise with myself (Helen Newton) over a
suitable venue, distributing flyers (provided), receiving
bookings and acting as host on the day.
It is exciting and a privilege to share our insights with
new people and learn from them too so I hope that if
you are interested in hosting a symbols (or labyrinth)
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workshop in 2008 you will take this opportunity to get in
touch with me to discuss a possible date and venue. I
can be reached at:
helen.newton@spiritualwisdom.org.uk
or by phone on 01244 336845.
Helen Newton

Follow that Organ !
Readers will recall from my previous article in the June 2007 issue of Lifeline that the organ from the Rhodes church
was dismantled and shipped to Latvia as these pictures show.

Aldis Rubezis

Vilnis Rubezis

But now the story continues.
It’s the 24th of September and we have just returned
from a holiday in Borneo and I am checking the
messages on the phone when I hear the unmistakeable
voice of our Latvian friend Uldis Rubezis saying “John
you must come to Latvia, we are having celebrations on
21st October for the organ.”
I phone Uldis, the rebuilding of the Rhodes organ in a
Lutheran church in the town of Vecpiebalga is going
well, he will have rebuilt the organ in the tight three
month schedule. I explain that I am supposed to be
attending a family celebration in Farnborough that
weekend for a wedding reception, a 70th birthday and a
60th retirement so he says “see if Ann and Alan, Sally
and Clive can come”. They are Rhodes church
members who helped Uldis dismantle some of the
heavy parts of the organ and the wives also gave Uldis
and his brother Vilnis some meals.
In the end we all went, the group of four flying out from
Liverpool to Riga on Thursday 18th October and I, being
at Purley for the New Church Historical Society get
together, on Saturday 20th, an early 6am flight with lots
of Latvians on board.
The following day we all meet at 8am on a dark cold
Sunday in the Riga suburb of Jugla with Uldis, his wife,
daughter, grandson, composer friend Romaulds and
another friend acting as a driver, to pile into two cars for
the journey to Vecpiebalga about 125 km away. As we
drove northeast on a long straight road through forests
of pine and silver birch the sun was deep red in the
eastern sky. It turned into a beautiful bright sunny day
although remaining cold. After a long drive we pass the
sign saying we were entering Vecpiebalga, here we
were in the town I’d only seen as a name on a map. It is
very spread out, the Latvians like to live in houses with
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a bit of ground round them, there did not appear to be
any main street, it fact we might think of it as a village.
Then we arrived at the church, a large rectangular
building with plastered brickwork on the outside. Lots of
other cars are arriving, little old ladies, scarves over
their heads, shuffle in, people are carrying small sprays
of flowers mainly chrysanthemums. I rush round taking
some photos of the outside before going into the church
which is now filling up. The organ is situated in the
balcony over my head as I enter, at the far end is a
massive piece of rock as an altar covered in a white
lace cloth and with candles either side. Above the altar
is a large painting of Christ walking through the
countryside of Vecpiebalga and a large timber cross
which was made from the timber of a silver birch tree
which had grown in the ruins in the middle of the church
after it had been blown up by the Germans in the war as
they were leaving. The original tower, steeple and roof
were all destroyed leaving only three walls standing. A
carpet running the length of the aisle had been hidden
under the floor when the Germans invaded Latvia and
was found intact when restoration started in 1988.
I join Uldis and a small choir in the balcony so that I can
video the service and hopefully capture the organ
playing once again on tape. A few boys are playing
trumpets and cornets as a procession comes into
church, the parish leader followed by thirty people who
are being made members, two priests, the Vecpiebalga
church priest and then the Lutheran Archbishop of
Latvia. The new members take their places at the front
of the church and the priest and archbishop gather
round the altar. Prayers are said and between the
Latvian words I pick up the word “instrument” so they
must be dedicating the organ. The priest standing nods
his head and Romaulds, the composer, brings the organ
into life … It sounds great. The service continues with a
number of hymns, with two tunes I know, more prayers,
the making of new members and the blessing of each

The archbishop then spoke to the gathering and then, in
perfect English, spoke to us saying how grateful they
were and what a blessing it was that this organ had
come to Vecpiebalga an area of special religious
significance (I’ve yet to discover why). He said that if we
should return to Latvia and Vecpiebalga we would
always be made welcome.
And so ended a truly memorable day, we were all glad
we had made the effort to go to Latvia, a beautiful
country whose people are so friendly and helpful. I
stayed in Latvia for a week to have a good look round
Riga, a world heritage site, and visit with Uldis and his
family other areas of Latvia, a country which was under
Russian, then German and again Russian occupation
for 51 years, which only became independent in 1991
and only got rid of Russian forces from their soil in
1994. Churches in Latvia are now flourishing; the
majority are catholic followed by Lutheran and the
Russian orthodox. Latvia is about a quarter of the size
of the UK but with a population of only 2.4 million people
58% of whom are Latvians and 29% Russian. If you like
old buildings, wonderful churches and Art Nouveau then
visit Riga and if you can Vecpiebalga.

one by the archbishop, a half hour sermon by the
archbishop and communion for most of the
congregation. It has lasted over two hours in a church
with no heating! The service is over and the archbishop
and church priest stand in the entrance and greet every
member of the congregation. Then it is our turn and the
Rhodes members are introduced to them and many
pictures are taken.
After visiting the somewhat derelict old church house
2km, away where Uldis and his friends had stayed
whilst re-building the organ, we returned to the village
cultural centre at 2pm for a buffet, but first there were
more speeches by the village priest and various people
made short talks of greeting from neighbouring parishes
and gave flowers to the priest and parish leader. Then
we tucked into a feast of Latvian food which was
delicious. I then told everyone, via a lady interpreter
who is an English teacher at the school, how I had
found Uldis and how their new organ had got from
Rhodes to Vecpiebalga and I then gave the priest a
copy of the original quotation for the building of the
organ by J.J.Binns in 1922 at a cost of £765.00 (the
original is in Conference archives)

If you feel that you would like to help the people of
Vecpiebalga in paying for their new organ or their next
projects of church heating and the rebuilding of the
tower and steeple then I’m sure your donation will be
gratefully received and I am willing to pass any on that
are sent to me.
John Ford

From left to right: Alan Clarke, Anne Clarke, John Ford,
Priest Andis Craulins, Lutheran Archbishop of Riga, Clive
Dew, Sally Dew, Uldis Rubezis

Just to let you know that any enquiries regarding bookings new or
existing for Purley Chase Centre need to be sent directly to my email
address anne.gaffney@purleychasecentre.org.uk
and copied to Sally -

sally.ross@purleychasecentre.org.uk

as these email addresses for Purley Chase Centre have been omitted
from the 2007/2008 Year Book.
Anne Gaffney Manager, Purley Chase Centre 01827 712370
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More Labyrinth Workshops
Following on from the three successful Labyrinth Day
workshops held around the country over the spring and
summer, there were two more in the autumn; one in the
Creative Living Centre in North Manchester in
November and the other at the Oaklands Centre in
Birmingham in December. The Manchester Day was
fully booked and the local organisers have a list of
another 10 people who would like to attend so are
arranging another similar day to be held at Kearsley in
June.
The labyrinth day, lends itself to a bringing together of
people from a variety of spiritual backgrounds who wish
to experience something of the spiritual journey of going
within to find God. To give you an idea of the
backgrounds, at the Birmingham day this included Sikh,
Atheist, Catholic, Unity, Reiki healer plus Aura-Soma,
and Brahma Kumaris(Buddhist). The feedback was
excellent from all participants, and they gave their
contact details to be informed of future events. Lesley
Silvester was inspired to write a poem (see to the right)
after the Oaklands Labyrinth experience.

Thank you to the local helpers for their excellent work in
advertising and hosting the day; Ray and Carolyn
Kennion and Margaret Presland in Manchester and
Jane Leigh and Lesley Sylvester in Birmingham. These
events can't happen without this local input from our
Church members. A special thank you also to the
leaders for the days - Mary Duckworth and Rita Russell.
Helen Newton

Pieces of Dreams
What in life outshines the beauty of a calm and
peaceful mind
Where thought is still and sweetness reigns within
The sharp edged pieces of the world outside have all
grown dim
So begins a walk through pastures of the soul
For worry, fear and pressure can’t claim their toll
And where in places only hearts can ever see
Given to us such precious moments to be free
This body we inhabit can drive us on
Our senses claim all life till we are gone
But in these peaceful meadows of deep mind
Our thoughts become a haven, all things are kind
So visit often this our sanctuary
Our blessed home where we just live and be
For there in blissful gratitude we rest
Our being thirsty for the goal we win the test
We were the spirits who made way for flesh
But now we trace our way back home and here we
rest.

Annual Meeting of the New Church College
The Annual Meeting will be held at The College on Saturday, 5th July 2008.
Drinks will be served from 11.00 for an 11.30 start. The main feature of the day will be presentations by the 4
ordination students on the theme of ‘The Church in the World’ and there will, of course, be an opportunity for
you to meet the students. In addition, the programme will include the Annual Meeting and a closing service.
The programme will finish at 15.00 but you are welcome to remain afterwards to talk with people or use the
Library.
The College is in an exciting period of development and we would like to invite you, whether a Governor or
not, to join us on 5th July. If you are able to attend, it would be helpful if you would contact:
David Haseler Secretary

10

0121 440 8070
david.haseler@generalconference.org.uk

The third New Church women’s gathering is being held
at Purley Chase from Friday 11th July to Monday 14th
July 2008.
We are gathering to promote harmony among women
who are associated with the various Swedenborgian
organisations around the world. We are coming
together to acknowledge our common beliefs, explore
our differences, develop a respect for one another’s
contributions, create an atmosphere for healing, and
celebrate our spiritual sisterhood.
The theme of the weekend is the Tree of Life, inspired
by the new stained glass window in the chapel. This
depicts the tree of life in the middle of the Garden of
Eden in Genesis and in the middle of the Holy City in
Revelation.
You are invited to a weekend of spiritual enlightenment
in a caring environment surrounded by six acres of
lawns and beautiful trees in the heart of the English
countryside.

Cost is between £130 and £160 and also included is a
day trip to Shakespeare’s Stratford-upon-Avon
As numbers are strictly limited, early booking is
essential.
Booking forms can be obtained from Rita Russell
rita.russell@generalconference.org.uk

Missionary Society of the New Church

Conference 2008

Annual General Meeting - Kensington New Church Centre
Friday 14th March 2008

Special Interest Groups

6.00 p.m. Light refreshments - 6.45 p.m. Business meeting
After the business meeting
Mrs Helen Newton
Training and Development Officer
of the
General Conference of the New Church
will give a talk entitled

As in previous years some
space has been allocated in
the programme for Conference
2008 for Special Interest
Groups for adults and young
people.
If you think you would like to
run one of these groups please
contact Judith Wilson to
discuss your ideas further.

Engaging with Spiritual Seekers
Judith Wilson
Following the decision at last year’s Annual Meeting to hand
over the trusteeship of the funds of the Missionary Society to
the General Conference of the New Church, formal resolutions
will be submitted to the Meeting to put the transfer into effect
and to wind up the Society. This will therefore probably be the
final General Meeting of the Society.
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judith.wilson@
generalconference.org.uk
01202 304671

Letters
Dear Editor,

A thoroughly readable book which I
recommend.

I have just finished reading the book,
‘IN GOD WE DOUBT’ written in 2007
by John Humphrys, the television
and radio broadcaster. It includes
many interviews with famous people
re their beliefs about God. These
i n c lu de d th e A r c hb is ho p o f
Canterbury, Prof. Richard Dawkings,
Chief Rabbi Jonathen Sachs and, in
response to an earlier broadcast, he
also received thousands of letters,
which amazed him. He still remains
an agnostic but no longer an atheist.
He is a widely read man but makes
no reference to Emanuel
Swedenborg or the New Church.
Has anyone ever written or spoken
to him from the New Church or the
Swedenborg Society?

Yours sincerely,
Frank Shirley Sutton

Dear Editor,
The Missionary Society has received
a request from Pastor Ebute-Metta
Kuroakegha of the New Church in
Bayelsa State in Nigeria for hymn
books and "manuals" for Sunday
services. I would like to ask through
"Lifeline" whether any of our
churches have spare copies of the
Book of Worship or Songs for
Worship, or even the old Liturgy or
Hymn Book, provided they are in
reasonable condition.

If any church is prepared to give
away any of these copies, they
would be much appreciated in
Nigeria. Would anyone able to help
in this way please let me know what
they have and how many copies, so
that we can make arrangements for
the shipment of the books to
Nigeria. Please do not at this stage
send any books to me.
Yours sincerely,
Gordon Kuphal
Secretary and President,
Missionary Society,
11 Seaview Road, Brightlingsea,
Colchester CO7 0PP
01206 302932
gkuphal@btinternet.com

A Lexicon to the Latin Text of the Theological Writings
of Emanuel Swedenborg (1688-1772)
Further details are now available of the book launch announced in the December issue of Lifeline.
The launch of publication of the lexicon will take place on: Thursday 17 April 2008, 10.00am - 4.15pm at the
Friends Meeting House, 173 Euston Road, London NW1, during a daytime conference to be held there.
(Registration and Coffee 9.30-10.00am.) Fee to attend £30.00 (students £15.00).The principal speakers at
this conference will be: Professor Anna Morpurgo Davies, Professor Dirk Sacré, Rev Dr Jonathan Rose.
A Lexicon to the Latin Text of the Theological Writings of Emanuel Swedenborg (1688-1772), ed. Dr John
Chadwick and Dr Jonathan S Rose (London: Swedenborg Society, 2008), rrp £50 will be available at a
discounted rate at the launch.
To RSVP or order your copy of this prestigious publication or for any further information please contact:
the President (Rev John Elliott)
jnelliott@waitrose.com
or the Secretary (Mr Richard Lines) richard@swedenborg.org.uk
Tel: 02074057986
The Swedenborg Society, 20/21 Bloomsbury Way, London, WC1A 2TH

Lifeline

Contributions should be sent to the Editor, Alan C Misson
27 Woodland Way, Shirley, Croydon, CR0 7UB Tel: 020 8777 5098

Email: alanmisson@btinternet.com

Lifeline is published on the 2nd Sunday of the month ( except in Jan and July ) by the General Conference of the New Church.
Articles and notices should reach the editor by the end of the second week of the month prior to publication.
Subscriptions to be sent to the Business Manager, Ian D McCallum
65 Heaton Road, Stockport, Cheshire, SK4 4JJ Tel: 0161 432 5362
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