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Conference 2007 - 200th Meeting
‘Breath of Life’
The 200th Meeting of the General Conference of the New Church has now come and gone, but what a memorable
event it proved to be. From start to finish it had a wonderfully varied atmosphere. It was peaceful, reflective, thought
provoking, challenging and deeply spiritual. It was noisy, lively and occasionally boisterous. And Conference had a
real sense of being one family community seeking to know the Lord in new ways and eager to receive a greater
measure of the ‘Breath of Life’.
But to achieve such a meeting requires a tremendous amount of work, some of which is very visible in services led,
talks given, group discussions facilitated and activities encouraged. But there is also a great deal that is done quietly
behind the scenes and which is not visible directly to those attending. All those who worked hard, seen and unseen,
deserve our grateful thanks for making the 200th Meeting a Conference to remember.
The Address given by Rev Julian Duckworth at the Conference Service on Thursday 2nd August has already been
printed in the August issue of Lifeline. The Senior Minister’s Keynote Address and summary reports are presented in
this issue.
I am particularly grateful to Elisabeth Brooks, whose report of Conference to the West Wickham Church has formed
the basis of much of the text in this issue, and also to Kathie Freyhan and Gwendolen Rowe who have provided
additional photographs.
Editor
(Continued on page 2)
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Our mission is to express, share
and experience with others in life
an inclusive, non-judgmental
vision of God’s kingdom

(Continued from page 1)

Monday 30th July
Conference commenced with Registration, Signing of
the Roll and then Opening Worship led by Rev David
Gaffney. After various announcements and
appointments there were Votes of Condolence and
Messages of Greetings. These greetings came from
New Church organisations far and wide: Australia,
Africa, America, Philippines, New Zealand and
Mauritius. And quite a few greetings were read out from
individuals wishing Conference a happy and successful
meeting.
For the first main session ‘It’s the 200th Conference’,
Gordon Kuphal presented a short history of Conference
from before the first meeting to the present day
illustrated by pictures of people, documents and
buildings across the centuries. He went from
Swedenborg, Hindmarsh and Clowes up to the
Centenary Conference at Anerley. And then onto the
present time. This was followed by a short talk by Rev
Mary Duckworth on the need for learning from the past,
living in the present and looking to the future.
The evening Reception included the presence of 6 New
Church Worthies from the past (or at least 6 courageous
people dressed up as past worthies and able to talk and
answer questions about themselves with great
conviction). The 6 people were: Rev John Clowes
(Peter Schofield), Rev R R Rogers (Gordon Kuphal),
Rev Robert Hindmarsh (Phillip Brooks), Jessie Wynter
(Margaret Presland), Louise Colborne (Enid Nicholls),
and Doris Harley (Ann Skinner).

The closing service of worship for the day was
beautifully, movingly and simply led by Rev Esther
Byrne on the subject of the influence of angels in our
lives and our need to become an angel ourselves. Rev
Julian Duckworth played the piano for the two songs
and at the opening and closing.

Tuesday 31st July
As ever the Choir were up with the early birds and
practicing from 7.30am until breakfast at 8.30am.
The Opening Worship for the day was led by Christine
Bank, one of the ordination students, and the theme,
especially tailored for the children present, was that it is
what is on the inside that matters most, not what is on
the outside. It was delightful to have so many young
parents and their children present for this service.
Then followed the first main session of the day, the
Senior Minister’s Keynote Address, given by Rev Mary
Duckworth. She started with a meditation on breathing
and then spoke about the correspondential link between
the heart and the celestial kingdom and between the
lungs and the spiritual kingdom. This presentation can
be read at page 8.

Rev Mary Duckworth - Senior Minister
At this point the first of five 5 minute ‘Snippets’ was
given by Alan Misson. Using the programme for the
100th Conference at Anerley he described the things
that had changed over the 100 years and some things
that haven’t.
The ‘Worthies’
From left to right: Louise Colborne, Robert Hindmarsh, Jessie
Wynter, Doris Harley, John Clowes, R R Rogers.

Mrs Jean Chambers, in referring to these people asked
us also to think about all those people who had been an
influence for good in our lives. Ernest Baxendale then
spoke of Jean’s tremendous contribution to Conference
over the past 4 years as Chairman of the Governing
Council from which she was retiring at this Conference.
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The second session of the morning was presented by
Rev David Lomax as a ‘Multi-media presentation on
correspondences’ entitled ‘A Feather on the Breath of
God’. David began with quite a detailed description of
how the body breathes and what happens as a result.
He then led onto the spiritual correspondence of many
aspects of the breathing process. He continued by
talking about Swedenborg’s experience with his own
breathing and showed how the heart and lungs work
together in a similar way to our will and understanding
or our love and wisdom.

The human being breathes outwardly and he
breathes inwardly; outwardly he draws breath
from the world, but inwardly from heaven.
Arcana Caelestia 9281,2

musical fun with Becky Jarratt using home made
percussion instruments. And during all this the results of
the Hymn Competition were announced. Third prize
went to Peter Schofield, second prize to Alan Misson
and first prize to Clifford Curry. All the competition
entries will be available in due course on the Lifeline
website.

Rev David Lomax
The second ‘Snippet’ was presented by Marion Curry in
which she described a very busy Christmas Day at
Accrington in 1901.
Lunch was followed by a Bible Study session on the 7
Churches of Revelation. Everybody present was divided
into 10 groups. In each group one of the first five
churches - Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira,
Sardis – was studied along with either the sixth or
seventh church – Philadelphia, Laodicea. These letters
to the churches in Revelation chapters 2 and 3 speak to
the churches of that time, to churches at any time and
most importantly to the ‘church’ within each one of us.
This session proved to be both enlightening and
challenging.
The rest of the afternoon was taken up with a ‘Musical
Extravaganza’ – a session designed to bring all those
present a very wide experience of music in many forms.
There was a trio of Barry and Ruth Friend playing a
violin and viola concerto with Julian Duckworth on the
piano; a quartet composed of Alan Bowie, Geoff
Cunningham, Becky Jarratt and Gordon Kuphal playing
Jesu Joy of man’s desiring – David Glover playing a
piano piece called ‘Raindrops on the pond’; delightful
readings from Divine Love and Wisdom and the Bible by
Jenny Billington accompanied by Julian Duckworth on
the piano. There was also some hymn singing and

Hymn Competition Winner
Bruce Jarvis presents a certificate to Clifford Curry

At 6pm precisely on Tuesday July 31st it was 220 years
since the first experience of people meeting together for
New Church Worship. Rev Mary Duckworth unveiled a
picture painted by her late husband, Rev Dennis
Duckworth, depicting the event.

The 220th Anniversary Painting
(Continued on page 4)

The Musical Extravaganza Musicians
From left to right: Gordon Kuphal, Becky Jarratt, David Glover, Julian Duckworth, Rita Russell, Marion Curry, Geoff Cunningham,
Ruth Friend, Barry Friend, Alan Bowie.
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Just before the evening meal Jean Chambers thanked
the Ministry for organising such a wonderful Spiritual
Day.
Later on Tuesday evening the Holy Supper service for
Conference was celebrated by Rev Robert Gill assisted
by Rev Esther Byrne. Thelma Wilson, Doreen Metcalf,
Michael Clubb and Alan Misson also assisted as
servers. Robert’s theme was the ‘New Covenant’ and
he gave a powerful, heart-felt and uplifting address on
this subject. During the service the choir sang ‘My
covenant for you’ by Chris and Becky Jarratt.

Wednesday 1st August
The two main sessions on Wednesday morning were
both led by Rev Julian Duckworth around the theme of
the Lord’s influx or inflowing that keeps us alive and
without which we would not exist. His first session,
‘Spiritual Plumbing’, was primarily for the children and
involved the construction of rolled up paper tubes which
the children made and connected together in order to
allow water to flow through – an image of the life of the
Lord flowing through us all. Then two adults stood as tall
olive trees with each holding paper olive leaves. And
then 7 oil lamps, made from clay by the children were lit
– the whole scene representing the Lord’s Love and
Wisdom flowing down and bringing his light and love
into the world through the 7 lamps.

‘Spiritual Plumbing’
The second session, ‘Conduit Living’, started with an
emphasis on the 5th clause of the New Church Faith –
“Good actions are to be done by man as if of himself;
but it ought to be believed that they are from the Lord
working in man and by him.” This New Church
statement says it all! Twenty groups were formed and
each group had a New Church Teaching to discuss for
5 minutes. Then in twenty different groups a statement
of how a New Church Teaching might affect us was
discussed. Then everyone was faced with making a
decision as to whether they should be in a group of
‘feelers’, ‘thinkers’, or ‘doers’. This was not an easy
choice for many but soon the groups settled down with
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practically a third of the people in each group. However
the ‘feelers’ group was predominately female, the
‘thinkers’ group predominantly male (although there
were more women in this group than men in the
‘feelers’) and the doers group was evenly balanced
between men and women. Of course this does not show
that some people only feel or think or do but rather that
we all tend to have one of these characteristics as a
priority in our lives. The overall message from Julian’s
morning sessions was “From God – Through Me – Out
There”.
Prior to lunch a group photograph was taken by Alan
Misson and details of how to obtain copies of this can
be found on page 10.
In the afternoon there was a family service of
celebration led by Jenny Jones and Rev Rita Russell on
the theme of “Every good tree bears a good fruit”. This
commenced with a simple children’s story with a strong
moral message which, as Jenny read, was acted out by
some of the older children. The service also included
something very different – an activity session for
everybody in which you could
•

make a fresh fruit salad – representing the many
spiritual fruits we can enjoy

•

make grapes to stick on a vine – “I am the vine you
are the branches”

•

write a prayer to hang on a prayer tree

•

make fruit prints as a symbol of the theme of the
service

•

make a badge of a favourite spiritual fruit

Making Fruit Prints

Prayer Tree

(Continued from page 4)

During this time a slide was projected on a screen with
the words – “be sure that your greatest love in life is one
of true value”.
After tea it was party time led by Jack Dunnion during
which all sorts of different games were enjoyed by
children of all ages.
Then after the evening meal Jan Millar introduced and
stage managed a wonderful ‘Soirée’, including a
pantomime, during which many well known members of
Conference acted out parts quite at variance with their
normal sober characters!

gloves for reading the Word and the Writings, but
preached his sermon in bare hands!
Thursday was the Business day of Conference and it
began with a report by Nigel Sutton, Treasurer of
Conference. In summary Nigel highlighted the financial
position for the year 2006/7 as Income holding up well,
Expenditure rising with a resulting significant Operating
Deficit substantially offset by Asset Sales (shown as
part of Net Exceptional Items below). The key figures
are as follows:

2005/6

2006/7

Income

450

444

Expenditure

508

583

Surplus/Deficit

-58

-139

Net Exceptional Items

1480

86

Net Surplus/Deficit

1422

-53

All figures £1000’s

Robin Hood Pantomine
(some members of the cast)
Somehow Rev David Lomax then moved from this lively
party atmosphere into a lovely closing service for the
day based on the hymn “O God our help in ages past”.

After coffee the Chairman of the Governing Council,
Jean Chambers, presented the council report in which
some of the points she highlighted were as follows:
•

The corporate responsibility of the Council as
Trustees has increased and become more complex
as a result of the Charities Acts 2000 and 2006 and
other recent legislation.

•

Rev Rita Russell continues her work involved with
child protection and this is much appreciated.

Thursday 2nd August
Opening Worship was led by Rev Gillian Gordon using
a dramatization of the book of Esther performed by
members (young and old) of the Kensington church.
Then Colin Skinner presented a very amusing account
of Rev E D Rendle of Preston who seems to have a
most eccentric minister! For example, he wore black kid
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(Continued from page 5)

•

•

The Minister’s Committee has been able to make a
unanimous recommendation to the Council to adopt
a Pledge of Commitment in place of the Declaration
of Faith.

•

The Council extends its best wishes to Rev David
and Anne Gaffney in their new roles at Purley
Chase.

•

During the year the Council advertised for a
Training and Development Officer and Mrs Helen
Newton was appointed from 1st December 2006 and
has been proactive in the role since that date.

•

Rev Bruce Jarvis reaches
retirement age in August 2007 but
his full time employment has been
continued to cover a three month
visit to Mauritius.

•

The Council has approved a six
month period of unpaid leave of
absence for Rev Clifford Curry.

•

Following a Council decision to
take a more proactive approach
to recruiting ordination students
Rev Gill Gordon and Rev Bruce
Jarvis took the lead in taking this
initiative forward. Subsequently
the Council was delighted to
approve the adoption as
ordination students of Helen
Brown, Jack Dunnion and
Rebecca Jarratt.

•

Jean expressed her thanks to Sylvia Fay and Rev
Alan Hardy for their work on the Home Worship
scheme. Due to ill health Alan has retired from his
role which is now being taken up by Thelma Wilson.

New people have been authorized
sacraments and ceremonies –

to

take

Holy Supper Gwendolen Rowe
Funerals/Resurrection Services Mary Burnley,
Phillip Brooks, Doreen Metcalfe, Trevor Millar, Peter
Wilson, Thelma Wilson, Kathie Brooks, Pauline
Grimshaw, Jean Mrozak, Marion Curry, Stephen
Thomas.
•

Rev Michael Stanley’s book ‘Personal Revelation’ –
a guide to a personal interpretation of the book of
Revelation – has now been published.

•

Roland Smith has now completed his 19th picture in
his series of scenes from the Apocalypse.

Ordination Students

After lunch Snippet 4 was presented by Barbara
Fordham who described the first ladies to take New
Church services in Horncastle more than 100 years
ago.
This was followed by the Report of the Committee of
Ministers presented by Rev Robert Gill in which he
highlighted the following matters:

From left to right: Christine Bank, Jack Dunnion,
Helen Brown, Becky Jarratt.

The report by Rev Robert Gill was then followed by the
CAM report presented by Jan Millar who reported that
David Haseler had now become a Recognised Worship
Leader and new Funeral/Resurrection service
workshops would be arranged. Then in a moving
ceremony, all recognized and accredited Worship
Leaders were presented with a token of formal
recognition of this office in the form of a beautiful
medallion by the Senior Minister, Rev Mary Duckworth.

•

He expressed his thanks to Rev Gill Gordon and
Rev Bruce Jarvis for their work in contacting people
throughout the church concerning possible
Ministerial training.

•

He thanked Rev David Lomax for his work at the
college and Jan Millar for her work with the
Committee on Auxiliary Ministry (CAM).

Rev David Lomax then introduced the report of SOLCe
(Swedenborg Open Learning Centre). He presented
Christine Bank with a Diploma Level Certificate and
Trevor Millar with a Level One Certificate. Three
students, Becky Jarratt, Christine Bank, Helen Brown,
then described their experience with a new Mysticism
Course and how much they had all enjoyed it. David
also talked about the course SOLCe offered and the
fact that there are 20 students altogether at present.

•

He informed Conference that the Ministry were now
happy with the words of the proposed ‘Pledge of
Commitment’.

The result of the ballot for Chairman was then
announced with the result that David Sharrock is now
the new Chairman of the Governing Council.
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Worship Leaders with their medallions

The Worship Leader Medallion

In the final session before the evening meal there was a
choice of sessions: Circle Dancing, Historical Society
AGM, Children’s Society AGM.

Becky Jarratt thought that we needed to share our
teachings with other people and let Providence take us
where it will.

The Conference Service this year on the theme ‘Breath
of Life’ was held at Swanwick and it was a wonderful
service led by Rev Mary Duckworth and Rev Julian
Duckworth. An intensely spiritual atmosphere pervaded
the large congregation who were inspired by Julian’s
address ‘Losing and Finding Your Life’ (printed in the
August issue of Lifeline). The choir added further to the
sphere of worship with a new song by Julian ‘Breath
your life into me now, O Lord’ for which he also wrote
the music.

Jack Dunnion acknowledged that Church is very
important to him but we need to get our teachings out to
the many people who are crying out for them.

rd

Friday 3

August

And so the 200th Meeting of the General Conference of
the New Church moved towards its close.
The morning started with music by Becky Jarratt,
Gordon Kuphal and Julian Duckworth for a time of quiet
meditation followed by four speakers who considered
where Providence might be leading us.
Helen Newton felt the need to respond to the growing
spiritual revolution and emphasis on personal centered
spiritual development through the use of workshops,
web sites, leaflets and books.
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Helen Brown saw the need to for teachers to see
themselves as bridges providing two way traffic in
spiritual matters.
It was then announced that the Offering at the
Conference Service had amounted to £1250.
A short review of Conference then followed concluding
with Closing Worship led by Rev Clifford Curry whose
theme could be summarised as “We need feelers,
thinkers and doers”

“From God, Through Us, Out there”

Senior Minister’s Keynote Address
Breath of Life
Let’s focus for a moment or two on our breathing. Be
aware of the breath coming in through your nostrils and
filling your lungs and the breath going out again. Don’t
do anything to control it. Be aware of it coming in and
going out. Just feel it as it enters through your nostrils.
What temperature is it? Feel it as it comes out again. Is
it warm, cold? Whereabouts in your nostrils do you feel
it most? Can you identify a particular area of your
nostrils that is most sensitive to your breath coming in
and going out? In and out. Breath coming in from
outside into our bodies and becoming part of our bodies
and air going out again releasing what the body doesn’t
need. In and out. Just note that you don’t have to do
anything to make the breath come in nor to go out. It
just happens and you can observe it happening. It’s
your breathing.
Now become aware of the people around you and of
their breathing. Have you any sense of their breath
coming in and out? Is your breathing the same as theirs
or has it a different rhythm? I could invite you to stand
up and run on the spot and then take note of your
breathing. I wonder how it might then be different from
how it is now. Or if I were to tell you a horror story, I
wonder how your breathing would respond? I know
sometimes when I go to the dentist, I have to remind
myself to breathe. Keep breathing, Mary. Fear or
anxiety can alter our breath. Our different emotional
states, our different activities can affect how we are
breathing.
What makes us breathe? We might say it’s our lungs.
They expand and contract and so our breath comes in
and out. But can our lungs really make us breathe?
There is something of a balance between what is going
on outside and what is going on inside us. We have the
air outside that is coming into us. But there is something
that we can’t see, we can’t feel, we are not aware of that
is going on inside us. We know that we need breath to
live. We know that when we stop breathing we die. But
it’s not just breath coming in from the outside that
makes us live.
We have something flowing into us from inside as well.
And without that inflow from within we would cease to
have life. Our lungs would stop functioning. We would
cease breathing. There is a connection and a balance
between what is going on outside and what’s going on
inside.
At vespers yesterday Esther was talking about the
angels we have with us. As we breathe with our lungs
we are connected with the heavens and with
communities in the heavens that are associated with the
lungs of heaven. So there is a connection between
heavenly lungs and breathing and our lungs and our
breathing. While we are focussing on our breath, our
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breathing, our lungs, all around us and within us there
are many heavenly communities, and each community
composed of many angels.
Heaven has lungs because the Lord has lungs. The
Lord is a Divine Human, the Divine Human. The Lord
has lungs and he breathes life into the heavens and the
lungs of heaven breathe life into us. There is a
wonderful flow from the heavens into us. If that were to
stop, we would cease to exist. Not only did the Lord give
life to us when we were created, but he sustains it every
moment. It is a constant gift.
Let’s divide into two groups, the group in the middle
representing the heart, the centre, and all those around
representing the lungs. Let’s have the ‘heart’ beating –
de-dum de-dum. Lovely! Now can we have the lungs
breathing - arms rising and falling with the breath? We
have a lovely coming together breathing as one. The
heavens all breathe as one. The Lord is Divine Human
so in the whole of the heavens we have this pattern of
human being, head, body, arms, legs etc. forming one
human in the image and likeness of God. All the
different parts of our body are represented by different
communities in the heavens. Every part of our body is
connected with some heaven with similar functions, but
spiritual functions. The vastness of heaven is connected
with our whole body and right at the centre of that
connection and inflowing are the heart and lungs.
The heart has its own particular sphere, that of the
celestial kingdom where the love of those there is most
closely linked with loving the Lord, a loving sphere. Let’s
hear the heart beating again – de-dum de-dum. The
Lord’s love pours through your heart into your whole life.
From the beating of the heart the lungs operate. They
breathe. Can we have all the lungs breathing? You
really have a lovely unified breathing, a oneness
reflecting the oneness of the breathing of the lungs of
heaven. The lungs of heaven represent the spiritual
kingdom, a kingdom of thought, of wisdom, of truth; a
kingdom of spiritual angels whose main love is love of
the neighbour. So look at your neighbour, look at each
other lungs! Let your love flow to each other. This is
your essence, your being, your breathing. The Lord’s
love comes into your lungs, your life, in this lovely
spiritual breathing.
So we have a heart as one part of our body relating to
the community of the heart in the heavens, composed of
many communities, just as our heart has many parts to
it. This takes in the Lord’s love and that love gives life to
the whole of our body and the whole of our being. What
are these celestial communities like who form the heart
of heaven?
The Most Ancient people who lived on earth in the
Golden Age were celestial people. They had internal

breathing within them. They had direct communication
with the heavens. Their love and thought flowed into
them united. It was only after the fall, when they wanted
to be like God, that there was a separation and their
thoughts could be different from their desires. It was at
this stage that people began to breathe externally, as
we do today, taking in air from outside the body.
Our speech flows from the breath going out and comes
into being as sound. The celestial people, who breathed
internally, did not breathe air to make sound. Their
speech is not understood by spiritual angels but is
simply perceived as ‘breathing’. The celestial kingdom
breathes more slowly and gently than the spiritual
kingdom.
What about the nature of the angels of the celestial
kingdom, the heart? They live in innocence and peace,
like the innocence of a baby. Innocent and naked. So
heart people, imagine yourselves innocent and naked.
You have nothing to hide. Your love of the Lord and his
love for you are one and you are at peace.
What about the angels of the spiritual kingdom, the
lungs? How do they appear? They appear clothed,
because truth is a clothing of love and goodness. It is
how we know love and goodness. Nakedness puts on
clothing and is known. That is why the people of the
Ancient Church, who were spiritual people and came
after the Most Ancient Church, began to breathe
externally and take in the breath of God through his
Word. They took in truth to guide their lives. The love of
the Lord created them and brought them into being but
to return that love they needed to know the Lord. They
had to breathe in a new way to take in the Word of the
Lord.
‘By the Word of the Lord were the heavens made
and all the host of them by the breath of his
mouth.’ Psalm 33.6
‘By the breath of his mouth’, by his word of truth.
And so we have the heart and the lungs working
together: the heart beating to give life to the lungs, the
lungs taking in air to oxygenate the blood and the blood
pumping through the whole of the body. The heart and
lungs affect the whole of the body renewing it
constantly. The two are inseparable. Our theme last
year was ‘The Heart of the Matter’. So this year we had
to have ‘Breath of life’ as our theme.
So let’s see if we can all work together. We know those
of you in the middle, who are the heart, can beat on
your own. We know those on the outside, who are the
lungs, can breathe on your own. Let’s have the heart
beating to start with, then the lungs breathing and now
both together. Lovely co-ordination. There’s a oneness.
Even though we can breath as one we all have our own
individual way of breathing. Also in heaven each
community has its own way of breathing and yet they
breath as one. All the individual parts of our body work
in different ways but together work as one.

It is harmonious when we are tuned in to the breath of
the Lord. But at times we are not and we notice that we
can get anxious and out of tune, out of sync with our
inner selves. Likewise in the spiritual world there are
spirits who are not in sync with heaven. They have their
own selfish and evil ways and they have their own way
of breathing. But if they come near to heaven they can
feel suffocated. They can’t breathe with the same
rhythm as those in heaven and they would ‘die’ if they
tried to stay there. They fall like a stone and drop back
down into hell where they have come from. Once again
they can breathe like others there. The breathing of hell
is very different from that of heaven and the two don’t
work together. We need to beware of that.
In the Word of the Lord the prophet Ezekiel tells of a
vision he had of heaps of dry bones (Ezekiel 37). And
the Lord says to him,
“Prophesy to these bones and say to them…
‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says…: I will
make breath enter you, and you will come to life.’”
The dead bones are like people without any spiritual life
in them. After Ezekiel prophesies the bones get flesh on
them, but still they have no breath in them. The Lord
says to Ezekiel,
“Prophesy to the breath …and say to it, ‘This is
what the Sovereign Lord says: Come from the
four winds, O breath, and breathe into these
slain, that they may live.’”
And the breath comes into the bones and they live. So
to live anew we need new truths from the Lord to
regenerate us, to breathe new life into us.
The womb is rather like the heart. A babe in the womb
is sustained by the blood of the mother. The love of the
Lord is creating. When a babe is born and it draws
breath for the first time, it becomes a separate living
human being. In our spiritual lives the Lord is there
guiding us. We have to take our breath of life, take in his
Word of truth and live from it. Then when this has
become second nature, we go into the womb a second
time so-to-speak. We live our lives from love in that
second womb, from heart again. That’s a wonderful way
in which we develop spiritually.
Just as the disciples thought they’d lost the Lord and
they would just have to live from all he taught them, he
appeared to them in the upper room after his crucifixion
and resurrection. He said to them, ‘Peace be with you.’
He breathed on them and said, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.’
When we are born again and have come in tune with
the Lord and living from his love, we breathe his spirit
and live in a new way.
I’d like to end with a poem by Joyce Rupp from her book
‘May I have this dance?’

(Continued on page 10)
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(Continued from page 9)

there I am
in Ezekiel’s valley,
one heap among many,
just another stack
of old, dry bones.
some Mondays
feel this way,
and Tuesdays, too,
to say nothing of
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday.
lost dreams
and forgotten pleasures,
sold like a soul
to a gluttonous world

but just when
the old heap of bones
seems almost dry
and deserted,
a strong Breath of Life
stirs among my dead.
Someone named God
comes to my fragments
and asks, with twinkling eye:
‘May I have this dance?’
the Voice stretches into me,
a stirring leaps in my heart,
lifting up the bones of death.
then I offer my waiting self
to the One who’s never stopped
believing in me,
and the dance begins.

feeding on my frenzy
and anxious activity
Senior Minister’s Keynote Address
Rev Mary Duckworth

Conference Group Photograph
The Conference Group Photograph is being made available in a number of ways.
If you would like a standard 7in x 5in colour print please write to Alan Misson (see back page) enclosing a cheque
payable to Alan Misson for £2.50 (any surplus will go to Conference). Please note there may be some delay whilst
orders are being collected.
Alternatively go to www.new-church-lifeline.org.uk and follow the links to the Conference Group Photograph page.
The picture can be viewed in greater detail and a high resolution copy downloaded.
Or email Alan Misson (see back page) and request a copy which will be sent to you as an email attachment.
10

Living in Two Worlds
One of the problems with our busy materialistic world is
that we seem to get very little time to think more deeply
about what is going on in our lives. Everyday is made
up of all sorts of practical and physical activities. We go
to the shops and buy food. We cook our meals and
wash up. We clean the house and read the newspaper.
We mow the lawn or put our feet up in front of the
television. We go to work by car or bus or train and
come back late and tired. So much can get crammed
into one day that we begin to feel unable to cope or at
the other end of the scale we may have so little we can
do that we feel lonely and cut off from the world around.
If we are blessed with all our senses we can see the
world around us, we can hear it, touch it, smell it and
taste it. And particularly in spring and summer, when all
sorts of flowers are coming into bloom, the physical
world around us offers a wonderful array of stimulants
for our senses. And we mustn’t forget our interactions
with other people: a wave across the street, a smile to a
passer-by, a chat over coffee, a lengthy phone call, a
letter from a friend, a kind word or a loving kiss. There is
so much going on in our physical world that it is not
surprising that many people live as though there is
nothing else – that everything that goes on in our lives
can be explained in physical terms.

can feel deep joy when we are very close to someone
we love and deep pain when we are separated.
Throughout the ages wise people have realised that we
live in two worlds at the same time, a physical outer
world and a deeper inner spiritual world. The problem is
that we get so absorbed by the state of our physical
outer world that we don’t spend enough time on the
spiritual world within us. How many people, for example,
struggling in a gym to improve their physical well-being,
would spend just a little time on spiritual exercises to
help them develop their inner world? Is this not a
distorted view of our priorities?
Jesus highlighted the need to change our priorities in
favour of the inner spiritual life when he said:
"Do not seek what you are to eat and what you
are to drink, nor be worried. For all the nations of
the world seek after these things, and your Father
knows that you need them. Instead, seek his
kingdom, and these things will be added to you".
Luke 12:29-31
Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, the visionary Jesuit priest,
wrote in the 20th century:

But is this really so?
Imagine you are holding a fragrant rose in your hand.
You see the wonderful colour and texture of the flower,
you touch its soft and smooth petals and you smell its
intoxicating fragrance. So far you have been involved in
a physical way with this rose but how does it make you
feel? Do you feel happier and a little brighter inside,
does a smile come over your face, does it evoke distant
memories, do you feel more peaceful, do you feel more
loved or more loving? In a wonderful way that rose, out
there in the physical world around us, has touched
something deep inside you and you have responded.
Or imagine that you have just received a letter from
somebody you knew a long time ago. You open the
letter, see who it is from, and read the first few lines.
They are just ink on paper but how do you feel? Do you
feel surprised and pleased, does a feeling of warmth
grow within as you recall your past friendship, are you
transported back to another time and place, do you now
feel close once again? Just like the rose, something as
physical as ink and paper has touched you deep inside
and you have responded.
These are just two examples of the countless situations
we can find ourselves in when we realise that there is
something much deeper to our lives than our physical
being. Whilst our lives appear dominated by the
physical world around us there is another world within
us of feeling and thought where our deepest
experiences take place and where we develop our real
character. It is our inner world where, for example, we
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"We are not human beings having a spiritual
experience; we are spiritual beings having a
human experience".
Emanuel Swedenborg not only recognised that we are
living in two worlds but also that when we die our real
inner spiritual self goes on living:
"As regards the soul, which - it is said - goes on
living after death, it is nothing else than the actual
person living in the body. That is, the soul is the
person's inner self acting in the world by means
of the body and imparting life to the body. When
his inner self is released from the body the
person is called a spirit and then appears in a
completely human form".
Arcana Caelestia 6054
Should not our emphasis be on developing the quality of
our inner life rather than worrying excessively as we do
about our outer physical world?
"The best and most beautiful things in the world
cannot be seen or even touched. They must be
felt within the heart." Helen Keller

From the Spiritual Wisdom Web Site

Hymn Competition
There were 17 entries for the Hymn
Competition and the 1st, 2nd and 3rd
Prize winners were announced at
Conference. Here is the full list of
entrants.
In due course the text of all hymns
will appear on the Lifeline web site.
Copyright is assumed to be vested in
the General Conference of the New
Church.

Karl Birjukov
Alan Bowie
Peter Cunningham
Clifford Curry
1st prize
Pauline Giles
Geoff Grounds
Neville Jarvis
Jeff Lomax
Trevor Millar

Alan Misson
Philippa Peacock
Gwendolen Rowe
Peter Schofield
Joyce Shepherd
Nellie Thomas
Dorothy Turner
Judith Wilson

2nd prize

3rd prize

Purley Chase
Miss Sally Ross joined the staff of the General Conference based at Purley Chase Centre on Monday 13th
August 2007. Sally will be responsible for the Accounting administration at the Centre and will also provide
support to The Treasurer of Conference.
I am sure that all readers will join me in wishing Sally a happy and worthwhile employment at Purley Chase.
Nigel Sutton
Treasurer of Conference
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