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Mary and Martha
‘Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her’ Luke 10:42
I am sure that many of us will identify with Martha. In Luke’s account she is apparently the head of the household.
We are told that Martha opened her home to the Lord when he came to her village. Presumably Mary was the
younger sister. The elder sister took the initiative, leaving Mary to sit at the feet of Jesus. Now in this very short
passage Luke gives us a vivid picture of the relationship between the two women. I don’t have any sisters, but I do
have two daughters and I have seen over many years how they react together. I am pleased to say that they get on
very well, but there are sometimes sibling rivalries and I have to say that these sometimes tend to centre around their
father’s attention. You can probably recall similar situations from your own experience.
Here is Martha, very busy with all the preparations that have to be made to put dinner on the table for Jesus and his
disciples. You can imagine that she would have wanted to do her best, to serve the finest food and have everything
in place as it should be. And what does her little sister do? Does she help Martha in the kitchen? No, she does not.
She sits at the Lord’s feet listening to what he has to say. You can imagine how Martha felt. Getting a meal for
sixteen people (Jesus plus twelve disciples, together with herself, Mary and their brother Lazarus) must have been
some task, even allowing for the possibility of a kitchen-maid. Perhaps there were not quite so many people as that
present. Even so, there was quite a number to feed. In that situation there is nothing more annoying than an ablebodied member of the family who just sits by and does nothing to help. I am sure we have all experienced that
situation at some time or another. Martha approaches her principal guest. ‘Lord, don’t you care that my sister has
left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me’. What could be more reasonable than such a request?
Now listen to the astonishing reply the Lord makes. ‘Martha, Martha, you are worried and upset about many things,
but only one thing is needed. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her’. It is at this
point, of course, that we realise that we are not reading a literal story about the proper division of domestic tasks, or
(Continued on page 2)
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even one about the role of women in the first century
CE (i.e. were women forbidden to study the Torah?), as
some scholars have suggested. While the story
becomes more vivid because it is about two sisters and
we can easily imagine the dynamics of their
relationship, it is really a story about all of us, young or
old, male or female. Jesus taught in parables, and it is
interesting to note that the story of Mary and Martha in
Luke’s Gospel follows on immediately after the parable
of the Good Samaritan. Many of the ‘factual’ stories
about Jesus’ teaching can (and perhaps should) be
read as parables. I do not think that the conclusion we
should draw is that it is always preferable to put the
spiritual, e.g. reading the Scriptures and listening to
sermons, before the everyday practicalities of life. If
Martha had not toiled in the kitchen there would have
been no dinner for Jesus and his disciples. That would
not have been a happy outcome. The story obviously
has a deeper meaning.
It is important to attend to the practicalities of life, but is
it right that we should be so concerned with them that
we become ‘worried and upset’ about them? Other
translations of this passage use the word ‘distracted’.
We hear a lot of talk these days about the ‘work-life
balance’. Many people, we are told, have to work long
hours and also commute long distances (in itself
something potentially stressful) so that they have too
little time to talk to their children, to pursue hobbies or
outside interests, to listen to music, to read novels or
poetry, even to take a nice long country walk. Even if we
do not have long working days or have to commute long
distances, we may be just as distracted by everyday
tasks, or by worries of one sort or another; health
worries, money worries, worries about our families and
other dear ones, worries about house and garden. How
often do we hear people saying they are ‘too busy’ for
the ‘spiritual’ aspects of life, and I include here
appreciation of the arts (real arts, not just superficial
entertainment), as well as prayer, Bible study and
church-going? Martha, Jesus told her, had in effect ‘lost
her focus’, she had got her ‘work-life balance’ wrong. It
was her sister Mary, who sat quietly at his feet listening
who had got things right. She was loving the Lord, she
was hearing his truth. She was doing the one thing that
is needed. Now once again, the story does not mean
that we do not have to bother about getting dinner. But it
does mean that we have to set our priorities right. It is
not good for us to be so busy that we are worried to
distraction.
In the seventeenth century there was a movement in the
Roman Catholic Church that became known as
‘Quietism’. The Quietists taught that prayer and quiet
contemplation, seeking the Lord in your own heart, were
more important than attendance at Mass and the
outward ceremonies of the church. The Quietists were
attacked as heretics. Some were imprisoned and even
died there. The most eloquent defence of Quietism was
made by Fénelon, who was Archbishop of Cambrai in
northern France towards the end of the reign of Louis
XIV. Accused by his detractors of minimizing human
2
responsibility
and activity, he wrote that what the
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Quietists condemned was the ‘worried distraction of a
Martha’, ‘the restless will which hurries to and fro,
seeking for some great thing to do or a greater thing to
know; while all the time the springs of life are within
reach’.
Now let us look at the other story of Mary and Martha as
told in chapter 12 of John’s Gospel. Once again, there is
a dinner and it is Martha who serves. This time Mary
does not simply sit and listen, but she does something
quite astonishing. She takes a pint of nard (spikenard in
the Authorized Version), an expensive perfume made
from a balsamic plant, pours it on his feet and wipes
them with her long hair. The whole house is filled with
the fragrance of the perfume. This time the questioning
voice is that of Judas Iscariot, the disciple who is to
betray Jesus, and a much darker character than the
worthy Martha. He asks the seemingly perfectly
reasonable question, ‘Why wasn’t this perfume sold and
the money given to the poor? It was worth a year’s
wages’. The Gospel writer adds that this question was
completely disingenuous, as Judas was a thief and
simply wanted to steal the money for himself.
For present purposes I am going to ignore Judas and
concentrate on Mary. Once again, it is the symbolic
rather than the literal meaning that is important, but
even on the literal level the act of pouring expensive
perfume on Jesus’ feet and wiping them with her hair is
a highly sensual and emotional act. It was certainly a
loving act. We are told that the sense of smell relates to
perception, as when we say that someone who can
perceive something clearly that perhaps others cannot
see so easily has a ‘nose’ for it. Here the perfume was
expensive and abundant, so that the whole house was
filled with its fragrance. We can say that the perception
of truth was present there in the presence of the Lord
himself. In giving this perfume to Jesus and in wiping his
feet with her hair, Mary was giving herself, giving him
her whole heart. In the last volume of Arcana Caelestia
(no.10444) Swedenborg tells us that hair, especially
long hair, being the ultimate part of the body in the
sense that it is the most external, represents the whole.
He does not cite this verse from John’s Gospel here, but
I think that, applying his hermeneutic method, i.e. the
doctrine of correspondences, we can see the deeper
meaning in the Gospel verse. ‘Feet’ also have the same
significance, that is to say they represent the whole. In
the very next chapter we read that Jesus himself, before
making the supreme sacrifice of his own life, washed his
disciples’ feet, thereby showing that he loved them
‘entire and whole’.
I started by sympathising with Martha, but I think we
must end by seeing that we are all of us, both Martha
and Mary. Some of us may tend more strongly to one
side or the other, but we would not be complete without
both of them. We live in the natural world and we must
be Marthas if we are to survive. But we are also spiritual
beings and we cannot be completely human, we cannot
regenerate, unless we allow our Mary side to develop
as well. That is the ‘better part’ and it will not be taken
away from us.
Richard Lines

From the Governing Council
Purley Chase was bathed in sunshine as we arrived for
our September meeting which was preceded by a joint
meeting with the Ministers’ Committee. Additionally the
Autumn Studies group were also in residence so we
shared meals and worship, conversations and laughter.
We are blessed with a wonderful facility that enables
such sharing! Thanks go to Anne and her team for their
hospitality and to all who have helped to make this
lovely place such a spiritual home for so many.
Reflecting on many hours of deliberations the first
decision to share is the offer of the same discounts as
last year for families who wish to attend Conference
from 28th July to 1st August 2008. Families have been
canvassed for their views and many members of
Conference have requested another family gathering,
an idea which originated with the Ministry in 2006. The
200th celebration was reviewed in some detail and all
comments made from the floor of Conference are being
implemented or are under consideration. Consultation is
starting on a programme in which the Ministry play a
vital part. If you have ideas please contact me,
preferably by email, but with no guarantee that we will
be able to adopt them all!
Link members remain almost the same as last year the
only change being in responsibility for youth:
CAM/Local Churches
Education
Finance
Human Resources/Youth
Purley
Web/Communications

Kathie Brooks
Judith Wilson
Zoë Brooks
Peter Schofield
Michael Clubb
David Haseler

The above list indicates priorities of the Council and all
are discussed during the course of the meetings. The
Senior Minister represents the views of ordained
ministry with the possibility of further representation
being under discussion. The value of this is recognised
but limited human resources can constrain good ideas!
Additionally all Council members are known to CAM
with almost all being long standing worship leaders.
Discussions, therefore, focus on the needs of the
church but always with legal responsibilities in mind too.
The members elected by Conference are Trustees of
the Charity and Directors of the Company (one of the
oldest in the country and limited by guarantee). Both
these positions bring different responsibilities in law with
some dire punishments possible. Thankfully prisoners
are no longer kept in the Tower of London so we won’t
be losing our heads over this! There have been few
decisions made this meeting but many issues remain
on-going, passing between the Council, Committee of
Ministers and other bodies.
A further group was in residence with us; Robert Curry
and two of his friends are building a series of
challenging trails for children of all ages. Constructed
from timber, there are swinging steps, beams, poles,
monkey bars, see-saws and many other obstacles.
Some members accepted the challenge of the new
aerial runway too, all paid for by an anonymous
donation.
There is enthusiasm, joy, energy, spirit and love in our
organisation; our whole purpose is to enable this to
spread and grow - ‘from God, through us, out there.’
Judith Wilson

If you wish to discuss any aspect of the church, inform
the Council of work being done or suggest ideas you
are invited to contact the appropriate person.

From the Writings ...
Within the Word there is an outward sense, there is an inward sense, and there is an inmost sense. The
nature of the Word in its outward sense is as it is seen to be in the literal statements. This sense is natural
because it is suited to what people in the world can grasp, for people here think on a natural level. The Word
in its inward sense however is spiritual because it is suited to the understanding of angels in the Lord's
spiritual kingdom; for the angels there think on a spiritual level. But the Word in its inmost sense is celestial
because it is suited to the perception of angels in the Lord's celestial kingdom; for the angels there think on a
level above the spiritual. Since the Word is like this it follows that one exists within another in the same order the inmost within the inward, and the inward within the outward. As a result of this all things are connected
together, and influx takes place in conformity with that connection; and they also derive their ongoing
existence one from another.
Arcana Caelestia 10614,2 part
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Weaving Worship
Following the announcement that Rev Alan Lewin would
be leaving the North Lancashire Area next year, several
churches who have enjoyed his support become very
anxious about the future. This led to a visit by Mary
Duckworth (Senior Minister) and Kathie Brooks
(Governing Council member) to understand what
strength and weaknesses these churches had, with a
view to finding out what new resources could be made
available. One of the most important observations were
that these churches were short of lay Worship Leaders,
which result in an empty pulpit! So something needed to
be done and soon, so Jan Millar (CAM coordinator) was
asked to help.

Based on the feedback at the end of the workshop,
other areas may feel this type of training a very valuable
and practical use of Jan's skills with the limited time that
is available to potential Worship Leaders.

One of the events which has been organised was a
"Weaving Worship" Workshop held at Kearsley, for
anyone who is or considering becoming a Worship
Leader. 14 people took part in this all day event, sharing
experiences and understanding all the resources that
Jan has pulled together. The main activity was to use
the resources on display to create a service around an
existing sermon , together with a children's talk, suitable
hymns, prayers and possible readings. This exercise
helped to give confidence to those who have never
stood at the front of church before and planning skills for
those who wanting to create a complete service.

A pleasing piece of 'success' news to add to my story.
Susan Wilson from Burnley, who has never led a
service before, arrived at Church on the following
Sunday to find that the planned Worship Leader was ill
and was unable to come to the church, but had sent in
the prepared service worksheet. So Susan decided to
grab this providential opportunity and lead the service
herself! Afterwards, she contacted Jan Millar to thank
her for the Weaving Worship Workshop, as that had
given her the confidence to "jump in the deep end" on
the Sunday!
4
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Phillip Brooks

Saying Farewell

A Funeral and Bereavement Workshop

On the afternoon of Tuesday, the 10th July 12th Worship
Leaders from Lancashire and Yorkshire arrived at
Purley Chase to attend a Funeral and Bereavement
Workshop organised by Jan Millar who chaired the
meetings. The sessions were led by Rev Ian Russell
and Marion Curry.
The Programme had been well thought out so that there
was plenty of time for ourselves, including two hours
free time on the middle afternoon when some of us took
the opportunity to visit the local garden centre and
spend our money! As a group we all got on well
together and learnt a lot from other member’s questions
or comments. Although the Programme had provided
for a concluding sessional discussion at the end of each
session in fact neither Ian nor Marion minded if we
asked questions or raised queries as the sessions went
along. Ian dealt (from his own experience) with Rituals
and Ceremonies, ‘Teachings’ relevant to bereavement
and the logistics on the day and leading up to it. Marion
introduced dealing with the bereaved, listening skills
and some role playing of a bereaved person and the
question of when, or if, to revisit after the funeral,
drawing on her skills as a Cruse Counsellor.

We were supplied with a wealth of handouts, including
many suggested forms of service and CAM's A4 Booklet
on Resurrection Services and Bereavement Ministry
and also an A5 Binder of Resurrection Appendices
containing samples of Resurrection Services at Church
and Services at the Crematorium. We now have ample
material to look through to assist us in preparation when
the need arises for us to be called upon for our services.
I recommend any Worship Leader, who is given the
chance to attend a similar Workshop, to take it.
Our personal comforts during our stay were very well
looked after by Anne Gaffney

Doreen Metcalfe

Gardening Tips
Plant 3 rows of Peas:
1. Peace of mind
2. Peace of heart
3. Peace of soul

No Garden is complete
without Turnips:
1. Turnip for meetings
2. Turnip for service
3. Turnip to help one
another

Plant 4 rows of Squash:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Squash gossip
Squash indifference
Squash grumbling
Squash selfishness

Plant 4 rows of Lettuce:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Lettuce be faithful
Lettuce be kind
Lettuce be patient
Lettuce really love one
another
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And to conclude our
garden must have
Thyme:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Thyme for each other
Thyme for the family
Thyme for friends
Thyme for the Lord

Water freely with patience and cultivate with love and
there will be much fruit in your garden because you reap
what you sow!

The Doxology
Minister:
To Jesus Christ by glory and dominion for
ever and ever
People:
He is the Alpha and the Omega,
the beginning and the end,
the first and the last;
who is and who is to come,
the Almighty.
It is our custom to begin services of worship with the
Doxology, or to use it in some part of the service. Only
recently have I realised that this is quite unique to us, in
the General Conference. But how have we acquired it?
How long have we used it? I started going back into our
history and the earliest mention of something described
as Doxology appears in: The Liturgy of the New Church,
used in York Street Chapel, St.James’s Square,
Westminster. Printed by J. Hodson in 1800. The words
are not quite the same that we use:
Minister:
To Jesus Christ, the True God and Eternal Life,
be glory and dominion for ever!
People:
For He is Jehovah of Hosts, and in Him alone
dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily.
Amen.
But the earliest version with which we are familiar
appears in a Conference Liturgy in 1859. Printer James
Spears, 36 Bloomsbury Street.
Sometimes, the Doxology may give the impression that
it was put together by some secret cabal of intriguers
who wanted to create a secret password . Well, it is
nothing like that, since every one of those familiar
phrases comes from the first chapter of the Book of
Revelation. Most of our Bibles have chosen a different
title for this last book in the Bible and call it The
Revelation of St. John the Divine. (AV) More recent
translations have given the book the title: The
Revelation to John. But even that is not quite accurate,
since the book has it’s own title, which says: The
revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to
show to his servants the things that must soon take
place. He made it known by sending his angel to his
servant John, who bore witness to the word of God,
and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that
he saw. (1:1-2)
Therefore the real title is: The revelation of Jesus
Christ. But this can be understood in two ways. Does it
mean, “This is a revelation about Jesus Christ”, or “A
revelation which Jesus Christ himself is revealing”? In
fact, both meanings are equally true, not only do we
learn about Jesus (who He really is) but we learn from
6 the Church and the trials which it will have to
Him about
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face. Moreover, since it is a book from the Lord, it
means that it was not written only for the first Christians,
but for each one of us when we become Christian for
the first time!
We do not know who this John in the title was. At first, it
was believed he was the apostle John, who was always
very close to the Lord, but all things considered, this
seems unlikely. The language and the vocabulary of
Revelation appear very different from the Gospel of
John. It took several hundred years, before it was added
to the New Testament and even after that some
scholars questioned it. It is a strange book! Sometimes
it seems to describe a terrifying nightmare full of wild
dreams. At other times it is like a most beautiful poetic
dream. This has always puzzled readers: How should
we understand it? What is its real message? Is it
foretelling the end of time; something that will happen in
the future?
In the New Church, it is believed that it is not describing
events ‘out there’, but rather the inner battles which go
on within us. There are always evil forces tempting us,
seducing us from the right way, but Revelation shows
us that the Lord Jesus Christ is always by our side and
helping us, if we ask Him. It is a book for every age, and
since we live today, it is a book for us.
But what exactly does the Doxology mean to us? As
mentioned earlier, every word of it appears in the very
first chapter of the book of Revelation, and we can
certainly think of it as the words of the Lord Jesus Christ
Himself speaking as He revealed Himself to John on the
island of Patmos. Let me quote verse 8:
I am the Alpha and the Omega, says the Lord
God, who is and who was and who is to come,
the Almighty.
We can therefore be quite sure that the Doxology, as
we use it, was not devised by us to separate the New
Church from all the other Christian Churches, it is rather
a declaration by the Lord about Himself, showing that
the Godhead is not composed of three persons, but is
truly in one human form - not a trinity of three separate
individuals.
Some of you may have watched Wimbledon champions
fighting for the coveted prize. What recently interested
me was how many former champions come to see the
tournament and are always glad to get in front of the
cameras and speak about the present champions: their
strengths and weaknesses. Imagine that you are in that
situation, with years of training and playing behind you
knowing the tricks that defeat opponents like sending
them to the opposite end of the court and lightly
dropping the ball just behind the net. It is all inside you,
only the ageing body just does not move or turn as
quickly as it used to. But in essence, you are the same
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person with all your experience and character still there.
It just can’t manifest itself because the instrument is
worn out. In fact, the old frame increasingly appears to
be ‘other’ than you. The inner person is real, but way
above the sinking, slowing outer form.
Since we were created in the image and likeness of
God, our Creator, can we not learn something about
God by paying attention to what goes on within
ourselves? It shows us how the inner self can never be
fulfilled unless it has that outer, nay, material form,
through which to express our drive, our aspirations, our
love. And when we are given such a form, such a body,
do we become two beings? Far from it, we become
‘fulfilled’ since our inner being can now truly express
itself, having effect on others and on our environment.
The Gospels, and the book of Revelation in particular,
deal with this duality of human as well as Divine
experience. The early Christians who met Jesus Christ
in the flesh could not grasp the magnitude of who He
was. Likewise the Jews, who were quite understandably
confused when Jesus said to them, “I am the true bread
from heaven.” and “Before Abraham was, I am.”
Because of human selfishness, greed and violence,
God needed to enter our material domain and manifest
Himself in a human form – which in no way meant that
He became two, though the human form of the child
Jesus came only gradually to the realisation that He
was Divine Love Itself, and Divine Wisdom Itself
seeking to restore fallen humanity to its former glory and
strength. The Divine Champion had come into His own
court!
The book of Revelation is a book for our times, because
it tries to resolve for us the age old difficulty of
separating God the Creator from God the Redeemer:
I am the Alpha and the Omega, says the Lord God,
who is and who was and who is to come, the
Almighty. This is the message of Revelation and the
message of the New Church!
We ought to think more deeply about the need to unite
the people of the world when we acknowledge the
Oneness of God and at the same time the necessity for
different views of God in different cultures and regions.
If we return to the image of the human body - a healthy
body in its prime, we realise that when the different
organs, membranes and cells are working as designed
by the Creator, there is a sense of such unity within our
body, that we have no awareness that it is composed of
very different parts and each one needs different
nourishment and substances drawn from the
bloodstream. It would be quite foolish to announce:
“From now on, you will all receive the same diet, which
will be simpler and cheaper to produce and to
administer!” The body would be convulsed and die.
We have to learn to value, respect and admire the rich
complexities within each human body and in human
society. If we were to become all the same: same faith,
same responses, same rituals – how could we
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represent the infinite variety which is the true image of
God in nature as well as in ourselves? Did He not
declare: I came that they may have life and have it
more abundantly!
Whereas the opposite happens when we take over and
introduce our will: The thief comes only to steal and
kill and destroy. John 10:10
Those words should send a shudder through our whole
body, because we are only too aware of the many parts
of the world where stealing, killing and destruction are,
as it were, the order of the day. Some are committed by
petty thieves who rob in our street; some are committed
by vast financial organisations wishing to increase their
profits and power beyond all reason;
some are
committed for religious purposes and even claim a
divine right to do so. But whoever chooses to steal, kill
and destroy is a thief who takes away our right to think
freely, to live as we wish to live and to destroy our life –
even if he does not actually kill. Such violent aims are
quite clearly and unmistakably wrong for humanity.
How can we fit into today’s world and society? What is
our role, our duty? We need to show that living in some
form of harmony and acceptance is not only possible,
but essential for our survival.
I cannot do better than end on a short extract from
Heaven and Hell 56:
Heaven is where the Lord is acknowledged,
believed in and loved. Variety in worship of the
Lord resulting from the variety of good in one
society and another is not harmful but beneficial,
because they are the source of perfection of
heaven. It can scarcely be made clear to the
comprehension that the perfection of heaven is
the result of variety, without employing terms in
common use in the learned world and by them
showing how unity, to be perfect, is formed from
various parts. Every unity has its existence from
diversity, for a unity that is not the result of
diversity is not anything; it has no form and
therefore no quality. When, on the other hand, a
unity comes into existence from various parts,
and these various parts are in a perfect form in
which each attaches itself in series, like a
congenial friend to another, then the quality is
perfect. So heaven is a unity resulting from the
arrangements of various parts in the most perfect
form, for the heavenly form is the most perfect of
all forms.
Let the contribution of the New Church be our view of
other people, of their faith, their function in the world
and let us encourage them to feel that we are all a part
of the Divine Human and we are all playing an essential
part in God’s creation. We can quietly cherish our
Doxology, which also has the advantage that it is also
our ‘Declaration of Faith’ with the added bonus that it
is not composed by us, but uses only the words which
the Lord Jesus Christ Himself speaks in the book of
Revelation.
Rev Christopher Hasler

Swedenborgian Church of North America Convention 2007
When I was at Gathering Leaves in 2006 I mentioned to
Christine Laitner (Convention President) that I would
love to come to a Convention one day (a bit like our
Conferences). Soon after that Chris invited me as a
guest of the Swedenborgian Church of North America
and later told me that the Women’s Alliance (similar to
our Women’s League except their President who is in
her late 20s!) was donating their mite box to pay my
travel costs. What generous offers! I was thrilled and
delighted to accept. However, I did feel torn as my
daughter’s baby was due on July 1st and, of course, I
really wanted to be there to support the family and look
after my grandson, Jason. (Arran was born on July
10th!)
The Council of Ministers hold their meetings before
Convention starts so I flew on Sunday 24th June arriving
just before midnight and joined them on the Monday
morning.

Wednesday 27th June to Sunday 1st July
What were the highlights for me?
•

The large group of teens and tweenies who all
had organised programmes throughout the day
– they have a full-time paid Youth Director and
the teens led worship in a very inspiring way.

•

All the services, but especially the Ordination
Service and the main Worship Service with
Communion; the latter being held in the large
College Chapel.

•

The welcome I received from so many
wonderfully friendly, generous and kind people
and re-connecting with old friends.

•

Singing in a large choir (Laurie Turley was the
director) with as many altos as sopranos with a
good number of tenors and basses – the music
chosen was uplifting and moving.

Monday 25th and Tuesday 26th June
The ministers had met the previous evening for the
beginning of their meetings but I joined them in the
morning for the day workshop led by Vaishali, who
wrote the book, “You are what you love”. Her message
was “You are what you love, and you love whatever you
are giving your attention to”. The rest of the time was
spent in business meetings much like the Committee of
Ministers’ meetings in the UK. During this the two
students who were to be ordained during the
Convention shared their ‘Plan of ministry’ and the five
students who might be ordained next year presented
their ‘Vision of ministry’. Reports were presented and
voting took place. Gold medals were given to all the
ministers who had brought flyers and newsletters from
their parishes (see picture below).
The Choir
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Ministers and their Medals

•

Leading 72 dancers in ‘Prayer to the Light’ in
three concentric circles and a mini-course of
Sacred Dance with about 8 dancers.

•

Learning a Liturgical dance and joining with
others to dance it during closing worship.

•

Choir practices were held from 16.30-17.30hrs
(but we still had early starts as breakfast was
served from 07.00-08.00hrs!).

•

The large number of delegates who attended
and their low average age (about 50).

•

Being together with so many ordained ministers
(35-40) all wearing clerical shirts at the
Ordination Service – and feeling thrilled by the
number who are seeking ordination through the
Swedenborgian House of Studies based at the
Pacific School of Religion.

The most abiding, moving memory that I have brought
back to the UK is of the Ordination Service – Jennifer
Tafel and Sky Paradise had chosen family and friends
to be on the dais with them. As Eric Allison (retiring
Chair of the Ministers’ Council) and Chris Laitner laid
hands on them all present laid their hands on the
person in front of them. We were all one with the
ordinands in adding our blessings to their ministries.
Thank you to all who made my visit possible – it was an
experience of a lifetime – and I can’t wait to go again.

Rev Rita Russell

Board of the Swedenborgian House of Studies

•

Being joint winner of the karaoke contest for the
Convention Idol singing “When I fall in love”
sung more in the style of Maria Callas than Nat
King Cole or Celine Dion.

•

Being given an opportunity to share a
PowerPoint presentation on our Conference
organisation and the good things that are
coming from it e.g. Purley Chase and the Day
Workshops.

•

The Women’s Alliance luncheon where
waitresses served us a delicious lunch – I didn’t
have to sing for my supper; I had to give a short
talk.

•

A barbecue picnic by the shores of Lake
Michigan on a very hot, sunny afternoon.

•

The walks into Holland where there was a Ben
and Jerry’s ice-cream parlour; a farmers’ market
with wonderful fresh food for sale; and an Irish
pub to which ministers and delegates adjourned
after the sessions (and sometimes during
them!).

The Writings in Spanish
There are around 6800 languages spoken in 200
countries of the world. Of these about 2300 have writing
systems (the rest are only spoken). Half the world’s
population speak only 15 languages and half of all
languages are spoken by groups of no more than 3000
people.
The top 5 spoken languages are:
Mandarin
English
Hindi
Spanish
Arabic
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1 billion speakers
510 million speakers
490 million speakers
425 million speakers
255 million speakers

Cathy Lauber

Rita Russell

Alison Longstaff

Cathy Lauber is a Canadian student from the
Swedenborgian House of Studies who trained in Derby and
Birmingham in June with Rita as her mentor. She completes
her ordination training next summer.
Alison Longstaff grew up in the General Church and left it to
train as a minister with the Swedenborgian Church of North
America. She is also due to be ordained in 2008.

¿Por qué ahora?
Despite Spanish being one of the top five world
languages the only translations of the Writings now in
print are Heaven and Hell, and the New Jerusalem and
its Heavenly Doctrine, both published in Madrid since
2002.
However a Spanish Project is now being established,
funded by contributions and donations, which will
convert available manuscripts and published works into
editable text so that they can be updated and made
available on the internet and in print.
(Developed from an article in The Messenger, published by
the Swedenborgian Church of North America)

Adam and Eve
When we read the story concerning the creation of
Adam and Eve most people would agree that it is
difficult to believe that such an event actually took place.
However, to reject it outright, would be like throwing out
the baby with the bathwater. So for that reason, a more
rational approach, in the sense of taking it allegorically,
may be useful. As I understand it, from studying the
writings of Emanuel Swedenborg, although Adam and
Eve together were named Man because they were
made an image and likeness of God, in the highest
sense Man signifies the Lord God alone, who is the
centre and circumference of all creation. Life itself
radiates from him and influxes into all possible created
forms capable of receiving it.
Only God is - everything else is in a state of becoming.
A comparison with the sun's activity might serve to
clarify the idea of influx The sun radiates heat and light
from its centre, which influxes into all substances on
earth, both organic and inorganic. Without the sun no
life on earth could exist. However, without God even the
sun itself would not exist. God is the touch stone of
reality, the source of all life from principles to ultimates.
He rules in principles through the perfect fusion of His
divine Love with His divine Wisdom, and by means of
the creative power generated by their union. This fusion
within God of His Love and Wisdom, is the archetypal
form of the perfect marriage, the masculine and
feminine matrix of all creation. Adam representing the
masculine aspect of Divine Wisdom was only half man,
and without Eve he was an image, but not a likeness of
God. To achieve that, Eve, the other half of man,
representing the feminine aspect of Divine Love needed
to be brought to Adam, so that the man and woman
together could become as one man, a perfect image
and likeness of God.
The fall of Adam and Eve starts at the point where the
serpent, signifying the sensory and sensuous aspect of
man, persuades the pair that God has misled them into
thinking that if they ate of the tree of knowledge, they
would die. Well as everyone knows they did eat of the
tree, and did not die, but their eyes were opened to the
fact that they were naked. Nakedness in itself is a
symbol of innocence, they became conscious of being
naked because they felt no longer innocent by reason of
their disobedience to God. In the final analysis, Adam
and Eve volunteered themselves for eviction from the
garden of Eden, for they rejected the thought of being
led by God, in preference to the pseudo reality they
experienced by leading themselves – the true state of
Man today. Gradually losing the two innate loves of their
life, which was the love of God, and the love of the
neighbour, they degenerated into a psychological state
equivalent to a talking animal. A state dominated by the
pride of self-intelligence, the vanity of self-love, and love
of the world. Relying on what they regarded has there
own intellectual and emotional resources they gradually
10 from the Garden in Eden.
moved away
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The Garden of Eden
Erastus Salisbury Field 1865
Unfortunately for their future descendants, in other
words us, they not only moved away from their heavenly
state, and first home, but worse still, they began to
move even further and further away from the God who
formed them, gave them life, liberty, and a rational
faculty where by they were able to act freely of
themselves in accord with reason.
The fatal consequences of gradually allowing the
memory of their origin to disappear from their minds,
meant losing their identity as images and likeness's of
God. I AM (meaning God), for them and us became I
am this body. However, the story of Adam and Eve and
their expulsion from the Garden is not the end of Man.
On the contrary, God’s Divine Providence that governs
all and everything has provided for the reformation and
regeneration of man once more, not by their return to
the garden of Eden, but by again giving them access to
the tree of life, now within the city of the New Jerusalem
- the Lord God's Universal Church on earth.

George Young

Then the Lord God said, “Behold, the man has
become like one of us in knowing good and evil.
Now, lest he reach out his hand and take also of
the tree of life and eat, and live forever - ” therefore
the Lord God sent him out from the garden of Eden
to work the ground from which he was taken. He
drove out the man, and at the east of the garden of
Eden he placed the cherubim and a flaming sword
that turned every way to guard the way to the tree
of life. Genesis 3:22-24

Harvest - Wheat and Weeds (Tares)
Reading: Matthew 13:24-30
Do you like weeding? Well probably not. And do you
have difficulty knowing what is a weed and what isn't,
and in any case what is a weed?
One definition of a weed is that it is a simply a plant in
the wrong place! A good example of this might be rose
bay willow herb, a lovely tall wild flower that self sows
very easily and can soon take over a flower bed
prepared for something else. But telling the difference
between the early shoots of rose bay willow herb and
other flowers can be quite difficult and weeding
mistakes can then be made!
But we rarely let plants we don’t want grow right to
fruition before we pull them out. And yet that is what the
parable of the wheat and weeds is all about.
So what's special about these weeds?
One of the problems is with the translation of the
original Greek word as weeds. Most modern
translations use the word 'weed' whereas the King
James version used 'tares' which suggests something
different because the plant being referred to is the
darnel plant or Lolium Temulentum.
This plant looks very similar to wheat right up to the time
it matures. It is only after it comes into ear that it is
easily recognisable and can be separated from the
wheat. Wheat is golden but the tares show their true
colour as they ripen. When the tares are full grown, the
ears are long and the grains almost black. All the tares
must be removed before grinding the wheat because
they are poisonous.
As with all the parables Jesus is using an experience of
everyday life that many would understand to help teach
them something much deeper and of great importance.
In the account in Matthew the disciples ask Jesus for an
explanation and he explains the parable in terms of
what we might call the Last Judgement. The Writings of
the New Church also tell us a great deal about what this
parable is teaching about the Last Judgement. But the
parable can also be used to help us better understand
how good and bad ideas and actions in our lives get
mixed up and how we must root out the bad if the good
is to be successfully harvested.
We are mixed up sorts of people.
We have good thoughts and resulting good actions.
We also have bad thoughts and resulting bad actions.
Both of these are clear to see and easy to separate.
But then we have other kinds of bad thoughts that we
pretend are really good. We set about doing apparently
good actions but from entirely the wrong motives. Other
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people look at us, hear what we say, see what we do
and at first sight all appears well. But it isn't really. Deep
down we are being hypocritical. Bad thoughts and
motives are masquerading as good intentions and
actions just like the tares seem to be wholesome wheat
right to the last moment.
If the good grain from the healthy wheat was mixed with
the bad grain from the tares the resulting flour and
bread became impure and was likely to cause some
form of illness. No wonder that some nasty people used
this technique to damage their neighbour's crop and
their livelihood.
And it is the same with us. There is nothing worse than
being hypocritical because such an approach to life
harms and damages the true goodness we can share
with others.
The harvest we can share with those around us comes
from the loving and good actions we do selflessly for
others. But if this harvest is tainted with hypocritical
thoughts and attitudes then the result will be at best
half-hearted and at worst, worthless in terms of the real
good being done for others.
We have to make a real separation in our lives and seek
to get rid of those bad thoughts and motives and would
be actions that masquerade as good before they
seriously damage our ability to truly serve others. Only
in this way can we achieve the heavenly way of life
pictured by our Lord in the parable of the wheat and
weeds.
Alan Misson
The servants asked him, Do you want us to go
and pull them up? No, he answered, because
while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up
the wheat with them. Let both grow together until
the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters:
First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to
be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into
my barn. He who has ears, let him hear.

Notices
Purley Chase
Volunteer Wanted !
A volunteer is needed to help support the work of Purley
Chase through involvement in the regular management of the
Purley Chase web site - www.purleychasecentre.org.uk
We need someone who has an interest in Purley Chase and
is happy to communicate with people to obtain up to date
information and pictures of recent events. Basic IT skills are essential but advanced web skills are not
necessary as training on how to add and remove information on the site will be given. The job will require
liaison with Rev David Gaffney, Programme Director and Helen Newton, Training and Development Officer.
If you are interested please contact David Gaffney - david.gaffney@generalconference.org.uk

Walking the Labyrinth
After successful workshops earlier in the year at
Bournemouth, Chester and West Wickham two further events
are planned this year as follows:
Saturday 14th November 2007
Creative Living Centre, Bury New Road, Prestwich, M25 3BL

Saturday 1st December 2007
Oaklands New Church Centre, Winleigh Road, Handsworth, Birmingham, B20 2HN

For further information contact Helen Newton - helen.newton@spiritualwisdom.org.uk
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