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Am I my bother's keeper?
This for me is one of the great unanswered questions in the Word of the Lord. It addresses one of the most
fundamental issues at the heart of the experience of our lives as it focuses on the question of our responsibilities. For
most of us there is a definite distinction between ‘what I am responsible for' in contrast to ‘the rest of what is going on
in the world'. For the latter I can say sometimes with a sigh of relief “that's not my responsibility".
In a work situation the lines of demarcation are generally drawn as clearly as possible: so we say "its my job to do
this but I'm not responsible for that which is your job" In the narrow world of rules and regulations it is quite easy to
say "I am responsible for paying my bills, whilst the company who provide the goods and services are responsible for
what they do with my money. I am responsible for my life and you for yours."
But wait a moment! What if the company I have chosen to use is environmentally irresponsible, or underpays its
workers, or has a bad health and safety record? Then it isn't quite so simple. Increasingly it is being argued that it is
irresponsible to support companies who give their suppliers in the developing world an unfair deal even if they supply
the best price to us. So we see more and more ‘Fair Trade' labels in the local store that suggest my responsibility as
a consumer goes beyond just paying my way. Self interest buys the best for me, but if I apply the Lord's standard of
loving my neighbour as myself, should I ask about the effect on the supplier and the producer or the grower?
Am I my brother's keeper? The question again awaits an answer, and different people in living their lives answer in
different ways. To me it seems that to embrace the Christian faith is to see your responsibilities in a far wider way.
Of course this question was originally Cain's response to the Lord when asked where his brother Abel was after he
had killed him! Cain assumes that the obvious answer is that he is not responsible for what his brother is doing, or for
making sure he is OK. Yet if we love someone we do want to stay in touch, know where they are and how they are
doing. Cain's question condemns him because it uncovers an unloving and uncharitable heart.
(Continued on page 2)
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In this story ‘faith' and `love' are born as brothers and
they should have a strong bond and live in harmony.
Sadly in the Genesis story this is not the case. Cain's
offering is rejected because the offering of ‘faith alone'
or as James describes it in his epistle "faith without
works", is unacceptable. He tells us it is "dead".
Cain is the attitude of mind that says "I'm right and I
know what is true and I've done my duty". Abel is the
attitude of heart that constantly challenges us all. His
offering of sheep and lambs says "but there are so
many other things, that whilst we may not be
responsible for them, we need to care about them and
respond with love and compassion."

Cain killing Abel
by Titian (Tiziano Vecellio) about 1540
Santa Maria della Salute - Venice
Cain and Abel represent two sides to humanness. Cain
grows crops, and as Jesus explains in the parable of the
sower, the seeds are ‘the Word' or seeds of truth. Cain's
offering represents what is grown from truths sown in
the mind - often called 'Faith'.

Spiritually Cain and Abel are alive in all of us. The Lord
is asking us to answer "Am I my brother's keeper?" as
we look out on a troubled world that so often deals
unfairly, especially with the weak, the old and the
disadvantaged. A living faith is at one with
charitableness. To say "I'm not responsible" is no
excuse if your heart has something it is calling you to
do. Jesus ends one parable about faith this way -

“So you also, when you have done all that you
were commanded, say, ‘We are unworthy
servants; we have only done what was our duty.’”
Luke 17:10
Rev Clifford Curry

Abel his younger brother on the other hand cares for
flocks. His offering represents the caring and loving
attitude of the heart as we respond to the teaching of
the Lord. So Jesus in His love for us is ‘The lamb of
God'.

From the Writings ...
But what peace is in its first origin is amply shown in the work on Heaven and Hell, where the State of Peace
in Heaven is treated of (n. 284-290), namely that in its first origin it is from the Lord; it is in Him from the union
of the Divine Itself and the Divine Human, and it is from Him by His conjunction with heaven and the church,
and in particular from the conjunction of good and truth in each individual. From this it is that "peace," in the
highest sense, signifies the Lord; in a relative sense, heaven and the church in general, and also heaven and
the church in particular in each individual.
That these things are signified by "peace" in the Word, can be seen from many passages therein, of which I
will present the following by way of confirmation. In John: Jesus said, Peace I leave with you; my peace I give
to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.
John 14:27
This treats of the Lord's union with the Father, that is, the union of His Divine Human with the Divine Itself
which was in Him from conception, and thence of the Lord's conjunction with those who are in truths from
goods; therefore "peace" means tranquillity of mind from that conjunction; and as such are protected by that
conjunction from the evils and falsities that are from hell, for the Lord protects those who are conjoined with
Him, therefore He says, "Let not your heart be troubled, neither let them be afraid." This Divine peace is in
man, and as heaven is with it, "peace" here also means heaven and in the highest sense, the Lord.
Extract from Apocalypse Explained 365:5-6
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Autumn Studies 2007
Autumn Studies this year took place
between Monday 3rd and Friday 7th
September at Purley Chase organised
by Mary Burnley and led by Rev
Clifford Curry.
It was wonderful to meet up with
friends, many of whom have
supported Senior Studies weeks in
the past. It was also a great pleasure
to experience the comforts and
hospitality of the new refurbished
Purley and the friendliness of the new
Manager and Spiritual Director, Anne
and David Gaffney.
The week, which included
opportunities for afternoon walks,
garden centre visits etc. was centred on our good
fortune in having four different gospel accounts of
Jesus. It was suggested that these gospels would have
appealed particularly to different target audiences in the
first century AD as follows:
Matthew’s Jesus (the Messiah) for Jews
Mark’s Jesus (heroic man of action) for Romans
Luke’s Jesus (friend of marginal groups) for Greeks
John’s Jesus (the ‘I AM’) for the Christian Church
Clifford suggested that the gospels would also appeal to
different types of people today. He thought that MATTHEW types are carers, with a duty to keep the
rules

The church of course needs all four types of people and
we have something of each type within each one of us.
Rev David Gaffney led us in two fascinating sessions on
the 7 days of Creation in the Book of Genesis and the
significance, in spiritual development terms, of the big
leap from day 3 to day 4.
We also spent a session looking at the gospel
characters of Mary, the mother of Jesus, and the
Prodigal Son’s elder brother to see how we could
identify with them today.
Overall it was an excellent week of fun, friendship, food,
hard work and worship and our thanks in particular go to
Clifford, David and Mary Burnley.

MARK types are free spirits focussed on action and
going with the flow
Trevor Millar
LUKE types are encouragers, and are creative with
good interpersonal and communication skills
JOHN types are logical thinkers and orderly

Every gun that is made, every warship launched,
every rocket fired signifies, in the final sense, a
theft from those who hunger and are not fed,
those who are cold and are not clothed.
This world in arms is not spending money alone.
It is spending the sweat of its labourers, the
genius of its scientists, the hopes of its children.
Dwight D Eisenhower
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Lead me from death to life, from falsehood to
truth.
Lead me from despair, to hope, from fear to trust.
Lead me from hate to love, from war to peace.
Let peace fill our heart, our world, our universe.
Peace. Peace. Peace.
From the Upanishads (Hindu sacred writings)

The Upper Room
From 11th May 1974 to 1st February 1975 the Herald, the forerunner of Lifeline, published
a series of fifteen Meditations by Rev Brian Kingslake using the title - The Upper Room.
His mediations and the accompanying prayers seem as relevant today as they did over
thirty years ago and are now re-published in Lifeline in the same series.
The term ‘Upper Room’ can be seen as representing the higher levels of our minds into
which enlightenment from the Lord can flow when we seek to know the truth and wish to
apply it in a life of usefulness to others. Such enlightenment involves our coming closer to
the Lord just as the disciples came close to Him at the Last Supper.

Rev Brian Kingslake
1907 - 1995

1. “Repentence and Remission of Sins”
READ

Matthew 3:1-6; Matthew 4:12-17; Luke 24:45-47

Obviously no growth or development will be possible if I am satisfied with the status quo, or am content
with a blanket confession of guilt, without being conscious of anything particular that's wrong with me.
Before I can experience "remission of sins" I must first search out some particular sin, something that
stands between me and God, or between me and some particular person, name it, confess it, face up to
it, and then pray to the Lord to remove it. The important thing is that He should remove the inner desire
for that sin, and replace it with something good from Himself, which will contribute towards the healthy
growth of my soul. What particular evil or sin shall I try to deal with first, beginning now?

PRAYER

Dear Father in heaven, You know my weaknesses better than I do. Thank You for making me aware of
this one particular sin or evil to which I am prone. Please remove from me the desire for that particular
sin, and help me to keep clear of it altogether, until it has withered away. Then remove it from my
nature, Lord. May I be free from the itch and longing for evil, desiring only whatsoever things are
honest, just, pure, lovely and of good report. If there be any virtue, any praise, may I think on these
things.

As seen on BBC1 TV
Who do you think you are?
This portrait of Emanuel Swedenborg by Per Kraft was shown on
Thursday October 4th during the celebrity genealogy programme ’Who
do you think you are?’ The programme featured actor and impressionist
Alistair McGowan searching for his ancestors in India. Alistair found that
his great great great grandfather was a Suetonius McGowan who
married a Muslim lady and became a Magistrate in Allahabad, India.
Suetonius was evidently strongly influenced by the Teachings of
Emanuel Swedenborg and the BBC1 programme used the picture on the
left to illustrate this fact along with some comments about Swedenborg's
teachings which had been provided by Richard Lines, Secretary of the
Swedenborg Society.
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From Championship Hopefuls to Great War Soldiers
Don’t worry Lifeline is not turning into a sports paper but
did your church ever have a football team? Whilst
sorting through the many old books and documents left
in the Rhodes church after its closure in October 2004 I
opened one hard backed book that I thought would be
another old minute book to discover the front sheet
entitled New Church Football Club Middleton
commenced September 1910.
Then follow nine rules for the club and members some
of which were quite strict. If your were a member of the
seven man committee and missed three consecutive
meetings then you were thrown off the committee.
Annual subscription for players was 2/6d and non
players 2/-, the players also had to pay a 1/- entrance
fee. You could only be put on the list of players if your
name had been on the Sunday School register for at
least six months and no player was put on the team if
they had failed to attend school twice during the
previous month. Any player chosen for the team and
failing to turn up for the match was automatically
suspended for the next two home matches or longer if
they had not informed the secretary by the Thursday
prior to the match that they would not be there or they
could not give reasons satisfactory to the committee for
their absence. Rule 8 states that the committee shall
rigidly enforce the rules and any member wilfully
infringing the same or whose conduct or language in the
opinion of the committee shall have been such as to
render his presence on the ground objectionable shall
be liable to be suspended during the pleasure of the
committee!

Their first preliminary meeting was on September 18th
1910 at which the all powerful committee was elected.
At the next meeting two days later a ground had been
found for the sum of £3/10/0 for the season and the club
colours were agreed as white shirts and black knickers
(hopefully what we would now call shorts!). Sixteen
names are listed as players and 14 as honorary
members or non players, among them three Hiltons Tom, Harry and Charles, three Partingtons - William,
Frank and Cecil and three Dawsons - George, Wilfred
and Tom and also a Tom Page.
A further meeting was held on 24th September and then
there is nothing until June 13th 1911 when they joined
the First Division of the Middleton Sunday School
League. In August subscriptions went down to 3/- and
1/6d. The last entry is for October 8th 1911. What
happened to the club then? Did too many of them miss
Sunday School so that they couldn’t form a team or
perhaps the language got a bit rough and they all got
suspended at the committee’s pleasure? We shall never
know.
One thing I do known is that of the thirty names listed in
the book W Howard and W Dawson along with a T.
Partington (father of the above boys?) and H. Page all
gave their lives for King and Country in the Great War.
John Ford

To Mercy, Pity, Peace, and Love
All pray in their distress;
And to these virtues of delight
Return their thankfulness.

The Divine
Image

For Mercy, Pity, Peace, and Love
Is God, our father dear,
And Mercy, Pity, Peace, and Love
Is Man, his child and care.

by William Blake

For Mercy has a human heart,
Pity a human face,
And Love, the human form divine,
And Peace, the human dress.

November 28 1757
August 12 1827

From
‘Songs of Innocence’
1789
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Then every man, of every clime,
That prays in his distress,
Prays to the human form divine,
Love, Mercy, Pity, Peace.
And all must love the human form,
In heathen, turk, or jew;
Where Mercy, Love, & Pity dwell
There God is dwelling too.

Saul and David - their relationship with Samuel and Nathan
This strange account of the first two kings, and the
prophets sent to guide and discipline them must be one
of the best examples of how the literal sense of the Word
can confuse and depress us if we are unable to see
some of its inner meaning. The story covers the puzzling
choice of Judah's first king, who soon showed himself to
be a disobedient schizophrenic, prone to fits of angry
jealousy towards one who should have been treated as
a good friend; the anointing of a new king well before the
death of the first; the driving into exile of the new king,
followed by a fruitless pursuit during the course of which
the successor withstands two temptations to take the life
of the one who is standing in the way of his assuming
the throne. The story includes murder, adultery, and
treachery on the part of both kings. An unedifying saga
indeed, especially when we realise it is about God's
chosen people. A good look beneath the surface
meaning is called for if it is to give us any help in our
lives today.
We have to realise that these stories contain an image of
the way the Lord works on and within the minds of men
and women who are being regenerated - those whose
wish it is to submit their lives to the rule of Divine truth.
Rebirth is a long, complex and difficult process which we
can never fully understand, and which we can discern
only faintly, and only in retrospect, i.e., in the light of our
own personal experience. Yet the Lord has given us the
means of understanding something of the process, and
this is to be found, by those who seek it in the right spirit,
hidden within the literal sense of this and other stories
from the Word; and understanding a little about the
process can help us to accept the trials it will involve in
our own lives, and perhaps to help others who we find
going through it as well.
Let us first consider the historic background. Our story is
that of the closing stages of the conquest of the
promised land by the Jews, and it follows their escape
from slavery in Egypt, the 40 years wandering in the
desert, the initial but incomplete settlement of the tribes
under Joshua, and the period of many years under local
rulers called judges who were raised up from time to
time to deal with local problems with the remaining
pagan inhabitants, the Philistines, Amalakites, etc. The
people had no king, and "every man did what was right
in his own eyes". Samuel was the last of these so called
judges, though he was also a priest and a prophet. The
people's confidence had been badly shaken by a defeat
at the hand of the Philistines in the course of which the
sacred Ark had been misused and lost to the enemy.
Samuel had appointed his two sons to act as judges, but
they were corrupt and the people were nervous of their
taking over authority on Samuel's death. So the people
rebelled against being ruled by Samuel and his
proposed successors, and demanded a king "to be like
other nations".
The ‘judges’ period, particularly under Samuel whose
name means ‘obedience’, relates to the time when our
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lives are ruled by compliance with simple rules of
behaviour which we obey for the sake of pleasing our
parents or our teacher or our boss, and which we do for
the sake of our reputation or for fear of punishment, or
for the sake of good sportsmanship. Life appears to be
straightforward, and adherence to a few clear rules or
standards will get us by. All goes well until ambition
rears its head, and we begin to rebel. The simple
childlike trust in prayer, that "God will provide", is lost,
like the Ark. Parents and teachers are no longer
regarded as all-wise, and their advice is scorned. The
growing mind needs a king - an unassailable principle of
truth to rule one's life and to help fight one's battles.
These kings then represent to us Divine Truth from the
Word as it is seen working in our minds. This is a
fallible human state, nowhere near perfection. It is after
all the regenerating person we are looking at; not the
fully regenerate. As to the two prophets, Samuel and
Nathan, these image the Lord's direct government in our
lives; our recognition that our personal "king", the
principal of truth that we are currently working with, is
imperfect, like Saul and David, and needs bringing into
line and disciplining from time to time.
Samuel first comes on the scene when he warns the
people of their being made subject to a king; their sons
will be conscripted into the army and at the same time
be used as slave labour, and their daughters will have to
serve as cooks and perfumers. Land, crops, herds and
servants will be commandeered. But they were not to be
put off, and in time Samuel is told to look out for Saul,
who is coming his way looking for his father's lost asses,
and to anoint him. Then Saul is publicly chosen by lot,
and he very reluctantly assumes command of a small
army and begins fighting Israel's battles.
In spiritual terms the commencement of Saul’s reign and
the decline of Samuel's influence on the people is in a
sense a retrograde step, for we are leaving behind a
state where we accepted truth for the simple love of
parents and of obeying them, and moving on to a period
of self-reliance, where we feel we can cope with life
supported with our new-found knowledge of truth for its
own sake. It is the Natural Sense of the Word that Saul
represents, and it is this that is taking over to rule our
lives for the present. Very soon Saul gets into trouble
with Samuel; on the first occasion he gets impatient with
waiting for Samuel to come and make the sacrificial
offering before a battle and he usurps Samuel's office
and burns the sacrifice himself; and later he defies the
Lord's command given through Samuel, and declines to
utterly wipe out the Amalakites and their herds and flock,
and instead he keeps the cream of the cattle and sheep
and spares their king, Agag, as his personal prisoner.
On both occasions Samuel firmly tells Saul that God has
regretted His choice of Saul as king. Saul shows signs of
repenting of his misdeeds, and in consequence he is
spared and continues as king, although Saul now knows
that the throne will not pass to his son Jonathan. Samuel
and Saul do not meet again.

In the same way as Saul prove himself to be a poor king
despite a few obvious successes in battle, the truth from
the literal sense of the Word can mislead us. Blind, literal
obedience, even to God's Word, in time proves to be an
unsatisfactory philosophy of life once we have begun to
make a bit of progress towards regeneration. The Ten
Commandments will keep us out of trouble with the law
of the land, but blind, unthinking compliance with them
won't get us far along the road to the life of Heaven. We
need to go further than simply obeying what the Bible
says, and to learn to be aware of our underlying desires
and attitudes as well. It's quite a step from refraining
from taking other people's goods to hating the very idea
of even wanting what is not ours and of feeling no envy
of those better off than ourselves. We need a better king
than Saul - a more lofty set of truths by which to rule our
lives. And it is the Lord who makes us aware of this by
speaking to us through the voice of our conscience - our
ability to reason things out based on the truth as we
know it, represented to us by Samuel.
So Samuel is told by the Lord to anoint a new king, and
in doing so he is led to David who he finds at Bethlehem,
the "city of David" referred to in the account of Jesus'
birth some centuries later. David was the youngest of
Jesse's sons - a youth, but handsome and brave who
had learnt courage in defending his father's sheep from
wild animals out on the hills around his home. Sheep
represent for us the gentlest of our genuine affections,
and these are protected by what we have learnt of the
inner sense of God's Word - where it helps us to control
our feelings as well as our actions and words. So the
Lord, through Samuel, sends us David - a higher and
more inward system of truth from the Word than that
represented by Saul. But, like David, it is youthful and is
unrecognised, and it has a long and difficult time to go
through before it can take over our lives. We can't learn
to be ruled by spiritual teachings as opposed to natural
ideas all at once, and the two struggle within our inmost
beings, like Saul and David, for quite a long time to
come.
Saul's jealousy of David first becomes apparent
following David's battle with Goliath and the subsequent
defeat of the Philistines, when he was greeted on his
return from battle by the women singing that "Saul had
killed his thousands, and David his tens of thousands".
In his jealous rage Saul twice attacked David with a
javelin whilst David was trying to quieten him with his
harp playing; and later Saul sent men to kill David at his
own home. David flees to Samuel for advice, but we are
told nothing of what Samuel had to say to David; instead
we read the strange account of the three groups of men
which Saul sent to Samuel, followed by Saul himself, all
of whom join in some charismatic display of
"prophesying" in company with Samuel and other
"prophets". David had apparently slipped away, and
having learnt of the hopelessness of his position with
Saul through messages received through Jonathan,
David goes into hiding and exile, first begging food and
Goliath's sword from the priest at Nob. Assuming that
David did in fact contact Samuel on this occasion, this is
the last recorded incident involving Samuel and these
two kings, except for the dubious contact with a spirit
resembling Samuel that Saul made through the witch of
Endor.
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Saul attempts the life of David by Gustave Doré
Then follows the account, covering ten chapters, of
Saul's pursuit of David, a period without any direct
contact between either king and either prophet. We will
consider this period only in general terms as its detail
does not fall under our title. We need some general idea
of the images portrayed however if we are to see any
continuity in the pattern of regeneration they portray.
This is a time when the nation had two kings; Saul who
was publicly acknowledged; and David who was rejected
and forced to live the life of and outlaw but aware that
one day the kingdom was going to be his. In the same
way for much of the tine when we are being regenerated
our lives are ruled by two apparently irreconcilable
systems of truth - the natural (Saul) and the spiritual
(David). We have became spiritually mature enough to
know that the Word has an internal sense; we may even
think we have a good general idea of how to understand
it - we can work out the correspondences appearing in a
well-known bible story quite adequately. But that
knowledge has not yet become a major force in our
lives. Day by day we live our lives in a law-abiding and
respectable manner, trying to think of others as well as
ourselves. We turn to the Lord in prayer whenever the
mood takes us, or perhaps mainly in church on Sundays;
but for most of the time He doesn't enter our heads. Saul
is in charge, and David is an outlaw. Our natural truth
"king" seems quite adequate to fight our battles and deal
with our temptations; anything higher is for special
occasions only - in church or at a doctrinal class.
Unknown to Saul or the rest of the people serving under
him, David is working for his nation's welfare, and has
the occasional spectacular victory over some of Israel's
old enemies like the Amalakites. In this way our faint
knowledge of spiritual truth, exiled and almost forgotten
for most of the time, is preserved by the Lord and helps
us to deal with the odd bout of real deep temptation. But
the natural way of life still predominates, like Saul, and it
can resent the intrusion of more lofty ideas and motives.
(Continued on page 8)

(Continued from page 7)

We're not going to let spiritual ideas and attitudes
interfere with our plans for getting on in the world - we
don't at this stage see any need to do so. We're going
through a period of spiritual complacency. Occasionally
the two levels seem to confront each other, like David
finding Saul asleep in his tent and inadequately guarded,
and a chance presents itself for David to do away with
his rival and assume command. David resists this
temptation - he "will not lift up his hand against the
Lord's anointed"; instead he offers Saul friendship and
forgiveness, and Saul accepts and the breach is
temporarily healed. This teaches us that although
spiritual truth and natural truth often appear to conflict
with each other, the higher will never harm the lower; the
natural sense of the Word is the base and containment
of the spiritual; and likewise the rule of love and higher
motives in our lives doesn't replace all in one go our life
on the natural plane - our dealings with our family, our
colleagues, our nation. The transition from the Saul kind
of kingship to that of David is gradual and is a time full of
danger, hardship and bitterness. Regeneration is never
quick or easy, and our individual progress is very
carefully hidden from us. It's the Lord's work; we have
our part to play (in His strength), but He's wary of our
likely inclination to meddle if we knew what was going on
at a particular time. If we always recognised temptations
as and when they happened they wouldn't adequately
test us. Our higher potential - as high as angelhood if we
desire - is deliberately kept in hiding, and its power
comes to our aid only as and when we become worthy to
use it. David's presence as general of Saul's army would
have saved everyone a lot of trouble - spiritual truth is a
far better warrior than purely natural ideas - but alas the
people were not ready to serve David, who was still only
a lad, and Saul wouldn't have it anyway!
Saul's reign ends with a shameful defeat in battle,
following which the wounded king takes his own life by
falling on his sword. Our old purely natural habits of
thought eventually appear completely dead, and we are
at last ready to accept the rule in our lives of spiritual
truth from the Word. David is now king at last; even the
Northern tribes of Israel eventually come and
acknowledge him, and he is anointed as their king, thus
uniting the whole nation for the first time. David then
proceeds to capture Jerusalem, which had hitherto held
out against the Israelites, and after some tribulations the
Ark is brought in triumph to its resting place there in the
tabernacle. All seems settled - the Ark in its proper place
and a strong king ruling a united nation.
Nathan the prophet comes on the scene for the first
time, bringing to David a message from the Lord. He
promises peace from Israel's enemies, and that David's
son shall build the House of the Lord; also that David's
house and kingdom shall be established for ever.
Subsequent events in the history of the Israelites hardly
appear as a fulfillment of this prophecy, although David's
fame was perpetuated as the line from which the
promised Messiah was to come.
Nathan next appears on a much less happy occasion.
David became infatuated with the wife of one of his army
officers, and he resorted to treachery and murder to get
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the woman's husband out of the way. Then David
married her and she bore him a son. Her name was
Bathsheba. Nathan used the parable of the rich man
who robbed a poor man of his one ewe lamb to provide
a meal to entertain a visitor instead of using a beast from
his own ample flocks. David's indignant condemnation of
this man was turned against himself as Nathan
explained that the parable reflected David's own
behaviour. David and Bathsheba lost their son through
this. However David's anguished repentance, which is
tellingly recorded for us in Psalm 51, was so genuine
that he was able to accept the Lord's forgiveness, to the
extent that Bathsheba became the mother of Solomon
who was to succeed David as king, and who eventually
built the temple.
How true it is that the higher we rise the harder we fall!
The further we advance along the path of regeneration,
the more profound our temptations become and the
more seriously can we fall from grace. David has
committed adultery, and has compounded the situation
with gross abuse of his kingly power in advancing his
covetousness of another man's wife by means of callous
murder of her husband . Adultery on the natural plane
corresponds to the mixing of goodness and evil for our
own selfish purposes on the spiritual level - in other
words Profanation. When we have learnt something of
spiritual truth and have been able to take it into our lives,
there is always grave danger of our profaning it - using it
for out own worldly purpose. The Lord is well aware of
this, and He is careful not to allow our minds to be
opened to absorb spiritual truth except insofar as we are
able to cope with it by using it wisely. But having given
us new insights He leaves us in freedom to use or abuse
than as we choose; and the consequences of misuse
are severe. Accordingly as our knowledge of truth
advances, so does our conscience mature as well.
Nathan represents our new spiritual conscience - the
means whereby the Lord can tell us when we've lapsed
into spiritual adultery. Without Nathan's subtle approach
through his parable of the ewe lamb David would not
have seen the gravity of his wrongdoing. We need to
understand how badly we mix up good and evil and truth
and falsity before we can truly repent. Nathan canes on
to the scene less frequently than Samuel did; our natural
conscience had a busy time of it in our younger years
when our greed and our lusts were nearer the surface
and more apparent; but our spiritual awareness of our
shortcomings seems to be further in the background,
waiting for us to be in deep trouble but totally unaware.
Then it first of all draws our attention to disorderly states
in other people, like Nathan telling a story about a king
pinching someone else's lamb. It is easy to see faults in
the rest of the world, and now and again we have to be
made aware that there's plenty of spiritual disorder
remaining in ourselves. Our shame can lead to true
repentance and acceptance of the Lord's forgiveness.
Nathan's last act is to take part in the anointing of
David's son Solomon at David's bidding. David is dying,
and some are already squabbling and plotting over
succession. David accordingly arranges for Solomon to
be anointed and proclaimed king. Solomon, called the
all-wise, takes over the Kingdom.
Geoffrey Cunningham

The Lord’s New Church in the Hague
New Church Day this year was celebrated at West
Wickham with contributors from the London New
Churches and Michael Church. At the same time their
service was in progress, I was trying to find the Dutch
Swedenborgian church in The Hague in case they too
were holding a special commemoration. They weren’t but I was shown into in their premises the next morning
by their part-time secretary, a charming Irish lady
married to a Dutchman.
The church is situated in Nassauplein, a very wide
dignified road of elegant buildings. Unusually, there is a
long, narrow and peaceful public garden along the
centre of the road. Inside, the premises are in pristine
condition and positively glow with cleanliness. The
ground floor sports a reception room, a hallway and a
large rectangular room used for worship at one end,
with a screen dividing off an area at the other end for
partaking in refreshments. The altar is furnished with
two 7 branched candlesticks flanking a large tome by
Swedenborg (where a General Conference church
would have The Word). The premises are supported by
the Nova Hierosolyma church, members of which
believe there is an inner spiritual sense to The Writings.
Upstairs there is a beautiful library which is sometimes
used by scholars. The modern airy office is off this room
and a large kitchen typical of old Dutch houses is also
on that floor. There is a flat on the next floor and an attic
for storage lies above that. It saddened me that the
congregation is now so small in number that sometimes
the American preacher who flies over every 6 weeks to
lead worship is asked not to come for another 6 weeks
since few, or indeed sometimes nobody, can attend.
A remarkable feature in the worship room is a
tapestry created by Mrs Erik van Balen (Marianna
Benko) who also worked the tapestry which hangs
above the altar in the Chapel in Bryn Athyn. It depicts
the shadowy figures of a woman and a man with
heavenly buildings in the background and brightly
coloured birds including 2 swans in the foreground. Its
inspiration is taken from Swedenborg’s book Conjugial
Love, passage 270. Swedenborg describes a vision he
had when thinking about where conjugial love was sited
in the human mind. He saw two swans, two birds of
paradise and two doves fly into a heavenly palace
surrounded by olive, palm and beech trees. The swans
flew into the palace through the windows on the ground
floor, the birds of paradise through the first floor
windows and the doves through the top floor windows.
An angel asked Swedenborg if he understood what he
had seen - because the answer to his thoughts lay in
that vision. The top floor where the doves entered
represented the highest region of the mind where
conjugial love dwells in the love for good together with
its own wisdom. The birds of paradise entered the floor
below where conjugial love dwells in the love for truth
together with its own intelligence. The swans flew into
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The tapestry by Marianna Benko

the palace on the ground floor where conjugial love
dwells in love for justice and equity with its own
knowledge. The palace contained pictorial
representations of all the secrets of conjugial love. I
think Marianna should be proud of the wonderful
tapestry she made illustrating incorporating all these
factors. Spiritual symbolism is important to many people
and it is interesting that symbolism is one of the most
popular ‘hits’ on the Spiritual Wisdom website.
If you are in The Hague I recommend you pay a visit to
this Swedenborgian centre because the house itself
seems to reflect the principles in this passage from
Conjugial Love and a study of Marianna’s tapestry is
inspiring.
Rev Gillian Gordon

News from the Churches
West Wickham
On Thursday 13th September 2007 the group reading and discussing Swedenborg’s ‘Divine Love and Wisdom’
reached the end of the book. Most sessions have been attended by around 8 people. In advance of each session
each group member has read the next selected portion of the book and then identified what they really liked or what
seemed to speak to them personally and also what was difficult to understand or hard to accept. This proved to be a
very valuable way of reading a highly philosophical work like ‘Divine Love and Wisdom’ with everyone offering their
own insights and being open to other views. The group has now decided to move on to ‘Divine Providence’.
From the West Wickham Newsletter

Burnley
For a number of years now we have requested that our tokens of thanksgiving for Harvest should be in the form of
financial gifts, which have been donated to one or other of the very many deserving causes overseas. This year it
has been decided that our Harvest donations should go to a local worthy charitable project nearer home -The
Emmaus Project. This project is an alternative to homelessness. It offers a way out of the humiliation of
homelessness in a way that gives hope, care and a future through learning new skills and living in a safe and secure
place with the support of a community. The old Burnley Lane Baptist Church is to be renovated to house this local
community project to give people who have nothing a hand up to a new start. Let us support it and give generously!
From the Burnley Newsletter

Birmingham
This year, we were at Gulley Green in Shropshire for our harvest festival service, at the kind invitation of Gill and
Richard Silk. We had the blessing of a beautiful day at their lovely home to enjoy their hospitality with lovely food and
drink in the wonderful company of friends and New Church visitors (41 in all).
The setting was perfect, in the garden, surrounded by glorious hills and countryside, to celebrate our harvest. The
hay bale altar had the fruits of the year on it, and in this setting of peace and joy, we once again gave thanks for the
products of His love to us, and in the taking of the bread and wine our spirits were renewed. The service was
followed by lunch prepared by Gill, who always delights us with such wonderful food, including salmon and fresh
vegetables, drinks and desserts. We must also thank the Lord for our much loved minister, Rita, who was with us,
and for the love and friendship experienced, especially for His bounty to us all.
Lesley Silvester

Paisley
This year's ‘Thinking of Others’ Service will be in aid of ‘Quarriers’ and will be held on Sunday 18th November at
11.00 am. ‘Quarriers’ describes itself as "A Scottish based charity providing practical support and care for children,
adults and families at any stage of their lives". ‘Quarriers’ is based near Bridge of Weir and does a lot of work with
people with a disability, with children and teenagers, with the homeless, and in supporting the 600,000 carers across
Scotland.
The guest speaker at our Service will be Morag Fleming and she will be telling us more about the work of ‘Quarriers’
and how it has developed over recent years. We hope that all our members and friends will make a special effort to
support this Service and to welcome our guest speaker. As is our custom, we shall be making a financial donation to
our chosen charity and you can support this also by handing your contribution to our Treasurer, Angus Macpherson,
or to any of the Deacons.
From the Paisley Newsletter
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Chester
Harvest Festival
Thanks to the efforts of Dot Best and those who had come to help her on the Saturday prior to Harvest Sunday, we
found a church FULL of light and colour - banks of flowers and cleverly arranged vegetables piled along the altar
rails and decorating the window sills, and a host of groceries in full view as we came into church.
The sun shone as we arrived, and when our worship had begun with song the children and some of the grown ups
came forward with even more harvest gifts for the table at the front.
We were treated to a show of the artwork prepared during the `holiday seekers' sessions. As our Minister read the
creation parable, each child paraded up and down the aisle in turn, showing the posters which they had made of
each stage of our Lord's creation work.
After that, the Seekers choir, following earlier successes, sang for us, “He's got the whole world in His hands”, with
new words for each stage of the creation story.
After our worship we enjoyed a delicious harvest meal provided by our pooled contributions, augmented by Pamela
and her team of great cooks – altogether a most enjoyable day.
From the Chester Newsletter

Seaburn Dene
An Occasion for Celebration
Yes, October 6th is a rather special Saturday. We are coming together to enjoy music, food, fun and fellowship to
celebrate Bruce's ministry, as he retires after 22 years of continuous service at Seaburn Dene. He will be leading our
Harvest worship the very next day, and on the Tuesday he leaves for Mauritius. There he will spend over three
months and return to this part of the world in January of next year. So the early days of October will be an
opportunity to bid au revoir and wish him a very pleasant and rewarding time in Mauritius. He promises to keep us up
to date with his activities via e-mail. While we get down to the rigors of winter, he will be enjoying much warmer
conditions!
From the Seaburn Dene Newsletter

Mauritius
I thought you might like to see the photo taken after this morning's united service at Curepipe New Jerusalem Church
on 14th October 2007.
The four lay preachers are, left to right: Yves
Radhanauth, Jacques Danjoux, Evelyne Eynaud and
Clifford Phanjoo. They and the congregation were
delighted and moved by the ceremony, and the lay
preachers looked very proud to be wearing their
medallions, (which they wore during the remainder of
the service, and then afterwards at the gathering in
the hall. They did admit to feeling slightly
apprehensive at the sense of responsibility created by
all this recognition!! (My last service in 2005 had
included the presentation of their certificates!) I called
them forward as a group to the communion rail where
they knelt while I slipped the medallions on, blessed
them individually, and then said a prayer. I had
explained the significance of this development to the
congregation, and told them about the ceremony
during Conference this year.
Rev Bruce Jarvis
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Notice
Conference 201
28th July to 1st August 2008
Following the very successful 200th Conference last year it has been decided by the Governing Council to
once again subsidise families with children or young people up to the age of 21. This welcome decision will
help to allow families to join in, meet and integrate with the wider church family and have a say in the future
of the Church. (Hopefully to have a bit of fun too!)
It is a bit too early to tell you much about the programme but it is hoped that the emphasis will be on looking
at ways forward - giving a voice to all. We are hoping to plan for children’s and young people’s groups in the
mornings of Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday and then to bring everyone together in the afternoons with
workshops, services and fun events.
All young people up to 21 are offered free places with up to 2 accompanying adults able to receive a half
price rate of £115 for the full Conference (Monday after lunch till Friday after lunch) If you are unable to come
all week then you will be able to come along as a day visitor.
If you are able to join us at Conference next year then please send me a deposit of £30 per adult before the
end of 2007 (made payable to The General Conference of the New Church) with your details. I will send a
reminder about the other £75 next April/May. A deposit is needed now in order to book enough family rooms.
We look forward to you being able to join us at this important, forward looking Conference where you can
have a say in the future of our church and where your family can have a great time meeting old and new
friends.
Please contact me if you would like any more information.

Jenny Jones
19 Grenomoor Close, Grenoside, Sheffield, S35 8SD
oban@jsj16.wanadoo.co.uk
0114 257 6015
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