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Worship
People's tastes in worship vary enormously. Some like very simple forms of worship with little fuss or ceremony;
others prefer lots of ritual and colour, in a very formal setting; whilst yet others enjoy the so called "happy clappy"
style with plenty of informality and rhythm. Then there are some people who like to have modern language in
worship, whilst others prefer the dignity of the Authorised Version and traditional prayers. Different people find that
their spiritual needs are met in different forms; we should not be surprised by this as:
"Perfection comes from variety, even in heaven."

Heaven and Hell 56

It is partly because of this great variety of tastes in worship that different denominations of the Christian Church have
arisen. Yet even within one denomination, such as our own, there are very real differences. It is important that we
recognise that this is the case, and it is equally important that we respect the views of people whose tastes differ
from our own. We ought never to belittle, or seek to break, that which another person regards as important for them
in worship. The following teaching shows us the reason why we must be gentle with people in this matter:
"All worship remains embedded in the inward parts of a person's life, from which it cannot be taken away
and rooted out except gradually." Arcana Caelestia 9972
Worship is a very deep and meaningful activity. It helps to stir up heavenly thoughts and feelings within us; it also
links us with our God, and embodies a sense of the sacred. Because of this, deep affections become bound up with
the external place, style, and rituals of our worship. We can sometimes dismiss this association too lightly, blithely
saying that externals of worship are not important. In fact they are very important to the worshipper, and cannot be
instantly changed without causing real hurt.
This doesn't mean that people's forms of worship shouldn't or cannot be changed, but it does mean that change
needs to be gradual. This gives time for inner feelings to be protected as they are gently weaned away from old
externals and associated with new ones. We see this in the spiritual world:
(Continued on page 2)
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"It should be remembered that all when they first enter the next life possess worship similar to their worship
in the world, but that they are gradually drawn away from it." Arcana Caelestia 9972
Just as our worship is precious to us, so other people's worship is precious to them; however, their needs in worship
may differ from ours. We need to understand and respect their needs and, in making any changes to our corporate
worship, move forward together at a pace which we can all cope with. Thoughtfulness and understanding of each
other's needs helps us all to become a truly unified body of the Lord's people. The variety among us in fact adds to
the perfection of our body.
Rev Robert Gill

From the Governing Council
The twelve who met on 21st and 22nd March were very
aware that this was the last such occasion at Swanwick
- the next meeting will take place in the newly
refurbished Purley. Hospitality in this very popular
centre has been excellent and members are grateful to
all the kind people who have looked after them.
Obviously the Purley development was prominent on
the agenda with sadness at the results of delay,
concern over the work levels for those most involved
and excitement at the emerging building. Members were
updated on progress and considered resulting queries
and plans. The new Purley Chase Centre was
described as having a ‘wow’ factor with a varied and
busy programme to match.
Helen Newton, Training and Development Officer had
been invited to share her plans at the commencement
of the meeting. She is working closely with Rev David
Gaffney as he prepares something for everyone.
Through her marketing and ‘brand image’ plans (which
were accepted by the Council) Helen described her
concentration on attracting newcomers to the centre
through local workshops and in other ways. The report
of the recent Executive meeting linked into this with
details
of
the
increasingly
successful
www.spiritualwisdom.org.uk website. From this the
developing Purley Website can be accessed with
registration now possible. Council members monitor
progress and encourage future development.

recommendations and ideas from the Ministry. There
are some exciting things happening - the coming
Conference looks set to be exhilarating and forward
looking. Final plans for this annual meeting were
agreed. The programme has been printed in Lifeline
which is now available on-line thanks to Alan Misson.
Booking forms to attend are available from Michael
Hindley, CEO or Mrs Enid Nicholls, the Bookings
Secretary.
Finance inevitably appears on every Council Agenda.
This time the financial year was just ending and the
reported deficit was within that forecast by the Treasurer
last year. These finances are affected by many
variables and so it was still possible for the
Remuneration Committee to recommend a 4% pay rise
for employees which was gladly agreed by Council
members.
To finish, local churches are also prominent on every
agenda as one of the Council’s four priorities. Support is
being offered in some areas according to need. News
and plans of churches are received and discussed.
Here there is a piece of good news. Kearsley’s new hall
is approaching completion with an official dedication by
Rev Robert Gill planned for Saturday 21st July. The
Council is confident that this hall will be well used for the
benefit of the community which the church serves.
There are good things to celebrate!
Judith Wilson

The Ministers’ Committee immediately preceded this
meeting so Rev Mary Duckworth brought

Spiritual Wisdom Bookshop
A bookshop is now available on the Spiritual Wisdom web site provided freely in association with Amazon UK. The
bookshop brings together a range of books with themes related to the writings of Emanuel Swedenborg. It includes
biographies, quotations and selections, novels and some of his principle works. More titles will be added from time to
time.
Visit: www.spiritualwisdom.org.uk and click on Bookshop in the Main Menu or at the bottom of the home page.
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In Memory
The Resurrection Service, conducted by Rev Alan
Lewin, was held on March 20th at the Burnley New
Church. John's daughter Margaret spoke for the family,
and her husband John played the organ. Rev Leslie
Chambers gave the Eulogy. There were representatives
from the Accrington and Burnley Societies as well as
local friends. Mrs Pauline Grimshaw represented the
New Church Youth Association, and Mrs Jean
Chambers the Governing Council. Also present were
Rev Geoffrey and Mrs Anne Clarkson, Rev David
Allsopp, and Mrs Barbara Stanley.
John met Rachel during the war at Avro Aircraft Factory
in Chadderton. John was in the pattern maker’s shop
which demanded dexterity of hand and keeness of eye.
Their friendship grew and they were married at
Middleton New Church. Men like Eric Jarmin and
Bernard Willmott captured his imagination for New
Church thought. He was later to join Rev Clifford
Harley’s Lay Preachers’ Class, along with the late John
Doyle. Then with Rachel’s support he decided to enter
the ministry and Clifford and Doris Harley helped John
prepare for the New Church College Entrance
Examination.
When John Booth entered the New Church College in
Woodford Green, he was greeted by two other students
named John so a code was devised, John E John T and
JOB. He was made the Senior Student. All students
were single men, except JOB who was married. While
he studied at College, Rachel kept the home fire
burning in Middleton with their babe young David. The
only concession given to JOB was a rail ticket to
Manchester to see his family, and this was not every
week. And John would find himself preaching on the
Sunday.
Throughout his four years study, when travelling north,
he would leave College after lunch on Friday, catch the
bus to Snaresbrook on the Central Line, change at Bank
for the Northern Line to Euston, then by train to
Manchester London Road, pick up a taxi to Victoria
Station, and then on to Middleton. And on Monday he
would take the return journey to be back in time for the
afternoon lecture.
John was a practical man, with skills in his hands, as an
article in OUTLOOK showed John at his lathe .He made
himself a steam engine. He also worked in wood. At
Middleton he made a stand for the Word; at Accrington
he made a prayer desk for the sanctuary; at Burnley he
made a pinnacle for the apex of the roof of the new
church building. While at College he constructed a
pergola, by the rose garden. On one concrete post he
made he wrote his initials JOB.
I recall visiting John in Ramsbottom during College
vacation and he took me to see the primary department
in the Church. Get down on your knees and you will see
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Rev John Oldfield Booth
what the child sees. He saw that the furniture was the
right height for the children. The ever practical JOB.
His ministry covered Accrington, Birmingham, Burnley,
Clayton, Ramsbottom, Principal of the Mooki Memorial
College and Superintendent of the South African
Mission.
He was Secretary of the National Missionary Board and
introduced a Correspondence Course which was widely
advertised in the press. It was written by his friend Rev
Clifford Harley. John also introduced the church to
visual aids by way of the Film Strip as a teaching aid.
He collected a library of biblical stories for use in
Sunday Schools. He produced film strips on New
Church doctrine. There was a radio programme called
Any Questions, and John adapted this idea to the
Minister’s Forum. Four ministers under the
chairmanship of R de la R Kenyon of Accrington visited
societies and were prepared to answer any questions
put to them. It proved to be very popular.
He was Conference Preacher (1986) President (1969)
and the first Five Year President (1975-1979). He was
Ordained a Leader (1954), Minister (1955) and inducted
an Ordaining Minister (1977). He was President of the
North of England New Church House (1957-1959). He
served for many years on the Minsterial Advisory
Council. He also was a Tutor at the New Church
College, Radcliffe and he brought his practical skills to
the work of the Kildwick Hostel Committee.
John was a loving and devoted husband and father and
an ever interested grandfather. He was also an attentive
pastor to those he served. John’s children, David,
Margaret and Peter can be very proud of their father
and the contribution he made to the organised New
Church. And we will ever be thankful to his wife Rachel
who brought John into the sphere of the New Church,
and supported him throughout his ministry. The Lord will
truly say of John Oldfield Booth:

“Well done good and faithful servant, you
have been faithful over a few things I will
make you ruler over many things, enter into
the joy of your Lord.”

Rev Leslie Chambers

Hymn Competition for Conference 2007
During the Spiritual Day on the Tuesday at Conference
this year, there is 'A Musical Extravaganza' session.
One thing that is going to be included is the winning
entry of a competition to write new words to a famous
hymn tune.

If you would like more information, please contact:
Becky Jarratt

01978 761 350
becky.jarratt@virgin.net

Your challenge, should you be prepared to accept it, is
to write words to the hymn tune 'Cwm Rhondda'. The
winning entry will be performed by the body of
Conference on Tuesday, the spiritual day.
The theme of the hymn could be, but does not have to
be, linked to the Conference theme for this year, which
is 'Breath of Life'. Entries should not exceed three
verses, and should be sent to the Editor of Lifeline by
1st July 2007. They will be forwarded anonymously to
the judges for scrutiny.

Gathering Leaves UK
A Swedenborgian Women’s Retreat
Purley Chase Centre, UK
11 – 14 July 2008
The 3rd Gathering Leaves Retreat will take place next
year in the newly refurbished Purley Chase Retreat
Centre, Atherstone, Warwickshire, England.
We aim to welcome New Church women from around
the world and provide opportunities to share ideas and
experiences and to create new energy and harmony in
our work for the Lord.
We are hoping to include a visit to a local historical site such as Warwick Castle or Shakespeare’s Stratford.
To express interest please contact Rita Russell

01332 606551
rita.russell@generalconference.org.uk

Please note the date and start saving. More details later.

The Mission Statement for the Gathering
We are gathering to promote harmony among women who are associated with the various
Swedenborgian organisations around the world. We are coming together to acknowledge our
common beliefs, explore our differences, develop a respect for one another’s contributions, create
an atmosphere for healing, and celebrate our spiritual sisterhood. It is our intention to promote a
sense of charity and goodwill so that we might say:
“No matter what form her doctrine and her external form of worship take, this is my
sister; I observe that she worships the Lord and is a good woman.”
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Baptism
This article is the first half of a document written by
Gwendolen Rowe as part of the Sacraments course
offered by the Swedenborg Open Learning Centre. The
second half, on the Holy Supper, will appear in a later
issue - Editor.

In my recent study of the sacraments I realise there are
many issues that are very challenging. The two
Sacraments of Baptism and the Holy Supper are
considered to be the most holy acts of worship because
they were first initiated by God himself, when he came
down on earth.
The purpose of Baptism is for entry into a Christian life,
to follow Jesus and acknowledge His ways and finally
for regeneration. In the New Church this is normally
performed as an infant, but in some other churches this
is performed as an adult as it is believed that one needs
to be fully aware of the reasons for it and agree to be
baptised. In the New Church it is the responsibility of
the parents to ask for baptism for their child and to
promise to bring their child up as a Christian and to
know the Lord. But this is a tricky
area in today’s society. Baptism is
still quite popular but how many
parents are actually following through
and bringing their child up in a
Christian way? How do we, as
worship leaders, decide whether
parents are sincere or not and, in any
case, do we deny them, even if we
think they aren’t? By denying the
parents, the child is also denied
baptism. Is this fair? When studying
this area I had to think very hard
because a part of me said: why
should we be performing baptisms when the parents
aren’t going to follow through? Are they going to receive
God’s blessing if they don’t believe? But my research
and thoughts led me to realise that what is important is
that one is doing it for the infant’s sake. So that they can
begin their life having received the Lord’s blessing and
so they can start on the path to regeneration. Finally,
perhaps, in continuing with the baptism we may
encourage the parents to think more about how they
bring up their child.
Another aspect of this that challenged me was why
infant as opposed to being baptised as an adult
believer? I struggled with this one. Is it right for parents
to be making the decision on behalf of their baby?
Shouldn’t it be left till the child grows and is old enough
to make their own decision? But I realised, through
study and contemplation, that it was important to
receive the Lord’s blessing and begin the life of
regeneration from infancy. To start life in the best
possible way, with the Lord’s care. What a wonderful
blessing this is.
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However I also see no problem in adult baptism. How
wonderful to be able to stand and profess your faith and
commitment to the Lord in this way. It would be
interesting to hear other people's thoughts on this
subject.
I was also intrigued by the fact that the New Church
doesn’t encourage having Godparents. For me it seems
a sensible idea in a world of uncertainty; having
somebody else supporting your child, who is aware of
your religious beliefs and who can speak for the child if
needed. I must say I found nothing in any literature I
read which explained any arguments against this and so
I feel it is something I wouldn’t refuse if asked. I will be
looking at this further but would appreciate any
feedback and comments from others.
Before I consider the Holy Supper I must just mention
the area of re-baptism. This is an area which has been
very much debated and considered among, not just the
New Church, but also, generally, among the Christian
Churches. There seems to be more consensus for one
baptism into Christ. Paul in his letter to the Ephesians
says: “There is one body and one
Spirit - just as you were called to one
hope when you were called - one
Lord, one faith, one baptism;
…” (Ephesians 4:4-5). We know that
prior to Jesus baptising people, there
was John the Baptist. John baptised
with water which stands for
repentance, whereas Jesus baptised
with the Holy Spirit and with Fire.
Baptism means spiritual washing and
being baptised with the Holy Spirit
and with Fire signifies using faith and
love in a good way on a path to
regeneration. John’s way was preparatory. If we think
how awesome the Lord’s presence is, John’s
preparation helps make this easier. I kind of like this
idea. It shows a real caring for our being. A real longing
to make our meeting with the Lord truly magical. So do
we consider, despite the fact that some people were
baptised by John first, then Jesus, that there was only
one true baptism? In the early days of the New Church
those joining were expected to be baptised into the New
Church, even if they had already been baptised
elsewhere. But do we really need to be re-baptised?
Baptism into Christ should, surely, be accepted by all
Christian Churches… Whilst I feel that it is not
necessary to be re-baptised, I do like the idea of a
confirmation of that baptism. A chance to reaffirm and
acknowledge the baptism given to one as a child. This,
to me, would be a lovely way to show your commitment
to God and His teachings.
Gwendolen Rowe

New Church Revolution and Evolution
1789 - 2007
The Annual Meeting of the General Conference of the New Church in 2007 will be its 200th
Meeting. For this very important occasion a series of articles will be appearing in Lifeline
from August 2006 to June 2007.
The article below, written by Rev Christopher Hasler, is the ninth in the series.

Attitude to the Writings
Since Swedenborg’s theological Writings were so
challenging to the established way of thought, it was
only to be expected that they would not receive a great
welcome from the Churches but only from those who
were already harbouring some doubts about the
theology of their day. Nevertheless Swedenborg was
very earnest in trying to make his ideas as widely
available as possible and sent free copies to Anglican
bishops and to Universities.
I was once invited to give a lecture at Caius and
Gonville College at Cambridge by one of our young men
who was an undergraduate, and he took me to the older
section of college library where he showed me a copy of
the original edition of the True Christian Religion and
inside the leather-bound covers were pencilled in Latin
the words: Given by the Author. So here, I felt I had a
personal contact with the Author. I do not know if
Emanuel actually sent the parcel himself, or asked
someone to else to do so, but it gave me a lovely, warm
feeling. The book was on the shelf since his day - for
anyone to pick up.
Swedenborg also tells us that in the spiritual world he
met an Anglican Bishop (unnamed), one of those to
whom he sent a copy of TCR and learnt that he had the
book destroyed and instructed all the clergy in his
diocese to destroy any books from the same author and
forbad them ever to mention his name. This act has
come to be called The Conspiracy of Silence. Indeed
the Bishop was very successful in his prohibition even
to this day. There is a wide-spread ignorance among
Christian clergy about Swedenborg, and he is almost
never mentioned even by those who publish books
about the Afterlife or angels or anything connected with
the spiritual world. Yet most of these book show an
abysmal ignorance of the spiritual world, which a
reading of Heaven and Hell would very quickly dispel.
Generally speaking Swedenborg is regarded as one of
those names not to be mentioned in educated and
ecclesiastical company if one wishes to retain respect
among one’s peers. Swedenborg is dismissed as being
misguided.
John Wesley, for example, read Heaven and Hell and
kept jotting down his reactions in his Diary, published as
The Armenian Magazine. He was both fascinated and
repelled by what he read, yet returned to the book again
and again. When he reached the part about hell, he
really despaired and wrote, “Swedenborg says, ‘There
is no hell fire in hell!’ Now what an effect such a doctrine
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would have on such a nation as this?” He believed in it
wholeheartedly and converted thousands by preaching
about the terrors of hell. In what other way could he
convert the sinners of his day? Perhaps that is a
question we also need to ask ourselves, since very few
people these days do believe in hell.
But there are also the stories of individuals who picked
up the Writings, which at first, they had to read in Latin,
but soon readers became translators. And what a weary
labour it was in those days to write and to publish;
scratching away with a quill which had to be resharpened quite often and all this usually in candlelight.
The text then had to be corrected and a clean copy
written out. This is something Swedenborg always did,
before taking the clean copy to the printer. And poor
Emanuel could not even write and publish his works
from his comfortable house in Stockholm, but in some
lonely room in London, because only in London and in
Holland was he able to publish his ‘controversial’ books.
But what joy it is to read about those who saw in his
Writings a new and true revelation of truth about the
Lord, about His Word and its inner meaning, and also
about life after death - ideas, which for centuries
remained mere mysteries which were regarded
completely beyond all human understanding. For how
could a mere mortal comprehend the Divine Trinity? Or
imagine heaven?
Yet, strangely enough, preachers and medieval artists
who adorned the cathedrals with their scenes of the
Last Judgement never had any difficulties in describing
hell! Evil is never too difficult to imagine, all we need to
do is to look around us, and it is plain to see.
Heaven was another matter altogether, because that
was inhabited by angels, who were regarded as a
different creation from human beings. Mankind was yet
to wait for the Last Judgement when they would be
raised from their graves and elevated into heaven or
cast into hell. So in a sense, there was no heaven for
human beings as yet. No wonder, no one could really
imagine it! When Swedenborg published his books, he
dismissed all these old mystery tales as of no
significance. And what joy the new ideas must have
brought to those who had open minds and who could
see that the truth was largely common sense, which
responded to the longings in human hearts - which
could not imagine the strange state of human slumber
or limbo which described an inanimate state of being.
Angels were no longer different creatures springing from
a separate creation, but were our friends, our ancestors

and family. They were close, they understood us and
felt for us. And the Invisible (and Unpredictable) God the
Father suddenly became visible in the human form as
the radiant and risen Lord Jesus Christ who declares,
“Who has seen me, has seen the Father. I and the
Father are One.” The Gospel suddenly makes sense
even to the simplest mind.
Is it really true that the weavers in Lancashire cotton
mills, had a copy of TCR propped up on the looms and
read it while they were working? I can’t believe the
owners were so benevolent and cavalier in their
understanding. Yet, I always loved this image: of the
ordinary people, suddenly surging ahead in their
understanding of the Lord and discarding the doctrines
of the eloquent preachers who were, in the Lord’s words
“Blind leaders of the blind.” This really was a major
revolution, and perhaps the old Bishop who instructed
his clergy to keep silent realised how dangerous and
contrary these new ideas were to the Establishment.
But one comes across very poignant inscriptions in
older books. I have two, beautifully illustrated with pen
and ink, speaking of love and hopes of eternal
happiness with a loved partner. The first reads:
R. Wills And Anna G. Dunn
Were Married at Falmouth June 26. 1827
She died and was buried in the Isle of Jersey Sept 1841

Yes, indeed, this is no less person than Sir Isaac
Pitman (1813-97) himself, writing in his own reformed
alphabet. Rev Martin was ordained in the year 1878 and
died in 1901 – according to the work, A Branching Tree
by Rev Dennis Duckworth.
I also have an interesting book the flyleaf of which reads
as follows:

The second (picture below) reads:
He died at …
Ardently hoping for their re-Union - in Conjugial
Blessedness In the Lord’s Kingdom

That simple inscription speaks so eloquently about the
happiness our teachings concerning marriage, conjugial
love and heaven, brought to the early receivers. I
wonder if there are any descendants of that loving pair
alive today?
Another treasure which I have is a beautifully leather
bound copy in red morocco with rich gold tooling, again
of Conjugial Love. This book also has an inscription
written by hand:
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The book carries its own interest in so far as in the
INTROD’UKSHON, it explains that the reformed spelling
as well as a number new accents will be introduced
gradually and each new chapter will have some added
to the text. Indeed, if you read through the book, you
can soon get used to it. Let me give you an example
from page 243:
Kud eni’thing describe moar elokwentli the piuriti
ov heven, and the chaist luv that ekzists between,
and yuneits, maskiulin and the feminine soalz in
the kingdom ov the blest? Maraij woz institiuted in
Eden befoar the ber’th ov sin, and iz, in itself,
essential inosens.
(Continued on page 8)

New Church Revolution and Evolution
(Continued from page 7)

The early receivers felt very deeply about these ideas,
which to many others looked quite irresponsible and
even blasphemous.
Two shillings in 1895 would take quite a large part of a
workman’s weekly wage. Today we are overwhelmed
with books and paperbacks are cheap. Yet, the old
leather bindings with golden tooling speak of love and
respect. At the beginning of the last century the
Swedenborg Society in London held annual
Swedenborg Society Exams. For prizes for successful
students, the Society used to give whole sets of the
Writings in this handsome brown leather binding. It used
to be nice to go into a home and see these books,
proudly displayed on the shelves and often gained by
several members of the same family over the years.
These exams were still held after WW2, but had to be
discontinued for lack of students who were willing to
follow classes and sit for exams.

continued

everyone has a right to know this, to be assured that
whatever happens in one’s life can be, and the person
willing, will be set aright in the spiritual world. We should
feel very proud of this message which condemns no
one, and seeks to release everyone from the modern
forms of slavery and set all free and capable of love.
And if I mentioned the problems of our first translators
and those who printed the first copies of the heavenly
doctrines, let us thankfully think of those who are still
doing so today – to much stricter standards and
expectations. All languages are developing and
therefore changing. Scholars need to keep the Writings
up-to-date, even though it can seem that everything we
publish today is already running out of date. But never
mind, it has to be done and modern translations help us
to see more clearly the spiritual ideas which this age
needs in order to push back the darkness and despair
felt by so many. Let us remember these tireless
workers, sitting over their computers, searching for the
right word, the right phrase that will convey to us, the
readers, the marvels of the new revelation of the Lord’s
infinite love for each person He creates and places in
our world: into our hands to care for and cherish. And
surely, there can be no better way than by offering them
these heavenly truths.

Rev Christopher Hasler

Editor’s Note

Alas, those who did not treat the bindings of those
lovely books with some leather food, will have lost them
because untreated leather dries up and begins to
crumble. But with care, some of them seem to be as
good as new, unless they stood where the sun could
shine on them and bleach their colour.
Perhaps today, as we often read books in trains on the
way to work, the new paperbacks are more useful, nor
are they so heavy to carry around. And if we forgetfully
leave them behind, it is not a great loss and some new
reader might find in them the same treasures, which
thrilled the early receivers. Humanity is going through a
difficult and violent period. Life is held cheap and there
are millions today who are dispensable and disposable.
Yet every person is a child of God and has a right to be
aware of God’s love for each child He creates. Surely
8

Richard Wills married Anna Garland Dunn on 25 June
1827 in Falmouth. A daughter, Elizabeth Joanna was
born on 26th March 1828 in Falmouth. The Wills family
later lived in St Helier, Jersey where Richard was a
teacher. Anna died there in 1841 at the age of 35 and at
that time their daughter Eliza was living with them. The
New Church in St Helier, Jersey, was established
around 1827 so perhaps Richard and his wife were
members there. A writer in 1827 noted:
St. Helier’s, Jersey. A new and neatly-fitted up
place of worship has been opened by the
receivers of the New-Church Doctrines at this
place, in which between thirty and forty persons
regularly assemble, for worship and preaching;
and many more are in the occasional habit of
attending. The friends here are annoyed by the
populace in the most mischievous manner, with
the connivance of the police, which is very badly
conducted in Jersey; but yet the accounts are
highly favourable as to the increased attention
the Doctrines are receiving.

An Angry God?
Is God an angry God? Are we all sinners in the hands of
an angry God? Or is God’s anger just an ‘appearance’
of the truth? The Bible, particularly the Old Testament,
is full of passages which describe an angry God. For
example:
Even at Horeb you provoked the Lord to wrath,
and the Lord was so angry with you that he was
ready to destroy you. Deuteronomy 9:8
Then the anger of the Lord will be kindled against
you, and you shall perish quickly from off the
good land that he has given to you. Joshua 23:16
Behold, the day of the Lord comes, cruel, with
wrath and fierce anger, to make the land a
desolation and to destroy its sinners from
it. Isaiah 13:9
While the food was still in their mouths, the anger
of God rose against them, and he killed the
strongest of them and laid low the young men of
Israel. Psalm 78:30-31
These passages, and many more, seem to describe an
angry God that is capable of extreme anger even to
point where he threatens death and destruction.
If you take these as literally true you are likely to reach
one of two conclusions. Firstly you may conclude that
this is really the true nature of God - an angry God that
can punish and destroy sinners. Or, secondly, you may
think this idea is so inconsistent with the idea that God
is love that you are forced to conclude that the whole
thing is a nonsense and God does not exist.
But there is another viewpoint. Just for a moment think
about these two statements about the natural world:
•

The Sun rises in the east and sets in the west.

•

During the lunar cycle the Moon grows larger and
then grows smaller.

Now we all know that the Sun does not actually rise in
the east and set in the west but it appears so because
of the rotation of the Earth. And the Moon does not
actually grow larger and then smaller but it appears so
because it is always half illuminated by the Sun and as
the Moon orbits the Earth we get to see more or less of
the illuminated half. In past times many people believed
that what they saw happening to the Sun and Moon was
actually the truth whereas we know it is an appearance
of the truth - the reality is quite different. And this same
principle can apply to the spiritual truth found in the
Bible.
God is a God of unconditional love who offers us his
love and allows us the free will to accept it or misuse it
9

or reject it. There can be no anger
associated with unconditional love
and there can be no punishment if
what is offered freely is rejected.
Anger and punishment are totally
inconsistent with unconditional
love. There cannot be an angry
God who is also a God of love.
And there cannot be ‘free will’ and
then punishment if you choose the
wrong way.
What the Bible says about an
angry God is just an ‘appearance’
of the truth. It ‘appears’ that God is
angry with us and punishes us
when we turn our back on his
love. But the reality is that the
anger is in us and we are
punishing ourselves.
Imagine a truly loving parent
advising their grown up child to
give up a particularly bad habit.
The child persists in the habit and
they continue to reject their
parent’s advice. The parent knows
that they must leave the decision
up to their child but, because they
love the child, they keep offering
the same advice. Anger begins to
build in the child and they then
start to see their loving parent as
being angry with them because
what they both want is so different.
And the same is true of our relationship with God. To
the extent that we turn away from his love then what is
really good and true we begin to see as bad and false.
The world gets turned upside down and instead of
seeing a loving God we see and feel the presence of an
angry God. This theme is present throughout the
theology contained in Emanuel Swedenborg’s writings
as in these extracts:
The meaning of 'anger' as a turning away is
evident from many places in the Word, especially
from those where anger or wrath, meaning a
turning away, is attributed to Jehovah or the Lord.
Not that Jehovah or the Lord ever turns away but
that a person does so; and when a person turns
away it appears to him as if the Lord does so
since he is not heard. The Word speaks in
keeping with the appearance. In addition, since
'anger' is a turning away, it is also a hostility
towards what is good and true on the part of
those who have turned away.
Arcana Caelestia 5798
(Continued on page 10)

(Continued from page 9)

It is a Divine truth that the Lord is never angry,
never punishes anyone, let alone does evil to
anyone, and that from the Lord nothing but good
ever comes. Nevertheless in its earliest stages
this truth declares that the Lord is angry when
someone sins, and that the Lord therefore
punishes; indeed with some people it declares
that evil comes from the Lord. But as a person
progresses from early childhood, grows up, and
matures in judgement he casts away that which
from the appearance seemed to him to be the
truth and gradually takes up the truth itself, which
is that the Lord is never angry and does not
punish, let alone perform evil.
Arcana Caelestia 3131

This article appears in the Divine Nature section of the
Spiritual Wisdom web site:

www.spiritualwisdom.org.uk

Friends Of Kildwick
It is now 26 years since a group of young people from the south Lancashire area formed Friends of Kildwick
in order to promote its use, raise funds for its improvement and prevent its closure and sale by Conference.
Those young people, well perhaps they were not quite so young but at least young at heart, are now retired
and nearly OAP’s but are still raising funds and Friends of Kildwick is still going. Yes, the Church still owns
another education centre in the lovely Yorkshire village of Kildwick besides its Purley Chase centre which we
hear so much about, so we thought we had better give ourselves a plug and remind folks we are still around.
The Friends membership has sadly decreased over the years as people have passed on to higher realms so
we are appealing to the new younger people and also the not so young who love going to Kildwick to join our
ranks and swell our funds. We would also like church societies to become a Friend.
Over the past few years the Friends have spent nearly £4,000 on new kitchen fittings, new notice board,
refurbishing the showers, new bunk beds, hedge cutters, light shades, redecoration and new electrical work
and could do more if we had the money.
We do not have a fixed subscription rate but just ask people to give what they can to a very worthy cause.
Please send your gifts to our treasurer:
Mrs Frances Sandiford

6 Brook Close, Whitefield, Manchester, M45 8FW.

Thank you for your support.
John Ford
Secretary

Very deep secrets lie concealed within the internal sense, which up to now have not come to anyone's
knowledge. This becomes clear from what has been stated and shown up to this point, and from what will be
shown in the Lord's Divine Mercy in what follows. It becomes absolutely clear from the internal sense of our
Lord's two names JESUS CHRIST. When these are mentioned few have any other notion than that they are
proper names which are little different from, though more sacred than, the names of any other human being.
Better educated people know, it is true, that Jesus means Saviour, and Christ the Anointed, from which they
conceive some more interior notion. But this is not the same as the things which the angels in heaven perceive
from those names. They perceive things more Divine still, that is to say, when Jesus is mentioned by someone
reading the Word they perceive Divine Good, and when Christ is mentioned, Divine Truth. And when both are
mentioned together they perceive the Divine marriage of good to truth, and of truth to good. Thus they
perceive everything Divine within the heavenly marriage, which is heaven.
Arcana Caelestia 3004
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In Memory

Roy Vickers

Baptised when only two months old at the Willesden
Green church in London, John Edward Roy Vickers
remained a life-long and active member of the New
Church. During childhood and youth he attended services
of worship at Kensington along with his parents, known
affectionately as Nell and Jack, his younger brother Paul,
who was to become a minister of the church, and his
younger sister Joyce. His adolescent faith grew as a result
of conversations with the minister Frank Coulson,
discussions at home with his father and brother, and
attendance at the Purley Chase summer school.

Roy Vickers was an exceptional man. A talented, diligent,
intelligent man. A strict but loving father. A devoted and
loving husband. Mother was the mainstay of the family
because, being in the army, dad was often absent.
However, he made as much time as he could for us. He
could turn his hand to anything but his enduring passion
was for motor vehicles. He started at Dagenham Motors
as a lad, just before the war. If you believed what he said
his whole wartime was spent having a whale of a time
racing down hills in the snow and overturning cars, trucks
or motorbikes in hilarious circumstances.

When war broke out in 1939 Roy was immediately called
up into the army, where he quickly rose to the rank of
sergeant in RASC, before being commissioned as an
officer in RAOC. Whenever he was home on leave he
went to church on a Sunday morning; and I remember
very well one occasion when Captain Vickers brought
alive a church social evening in the Kensington church
hall.

He was responsible for succeeding in getting a vital
convoy through Holland, after it was flooded during the
war, by working on an engine in freezing water for hours
until he got it going. However, his knee joints had frozen
and he had to be stretchered away. He never recovered
full use of his knees and, in later life after many years of
pain, had both joints replaced. Dad was Mentioned in
Despatches in recognition of gallant and distinguished
services in Malaysia but he never bragged about his
accomplishments and so it took some investigation, on the
Internet, to try and bring him a little cheer when he was so
ill in recent weeks.

War service took Roy to France in 1944. He played a part
in the advance of the allied forces through France, into the
Low Countries, and on into Germany, where he was to be
stationed after the war had ended. Here he was to meet
Patricia, and they eventually married at the Kensington
church in 1947. Rather than return to ‘civvy street’ Roy
had decided to work for a regular commission, after which
he was to be stationed at different times not only in Britain
and Europe but also in Korea and Malaya. Other members
of the congregation in Chester will remember how, while
posted in their area, Pat and Roy, and their children,
attended services of worship. They will also remember
that he ran a successful youth club for the church and was
an organiser of the annual meeting of Conference in 1972.
Roy retired in 1970 from the army, by which time he was a
Lieutenant Colonel. He and Pat decided to live at Ashford
(Kent) and immediately associated themselves with the
congregation in Snodland. He commenced working in a
local bank and looked forward to retirement but after three
years Pat, who had supported him so lovingly, fell ill and
died. Some time later Roy went to live in Folkestone, and
after the closure of the church in Snodland, he would
travel about once a month with his companion Iris all the
way to South London, to worship with members of the
West Wickham congregation. On other Sundays he relied
on the Home Worship services supplied by the General
Conference. The last New Church service Roy attended
was held in his own room at the care home where he
spent his final days. This was a Christmas service, at
which, to his great delight, members of his own family and
Iris were present. Truly he was a life-long member of the
New Church.
Opposite is an edited version of the loving tribute or
eulogy - composed by Nigel, Christine and Patricia, Roy’s
three children - which was read at the service of
remembrance and thanksgiving for Roy’s life.
Rev John Elliott
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When stationed in Korea in 1956 he had used the huge
wood packing cases that their machinery was delivered in
to build a shelter for some of the many Korean war
orphans in Inchon. Apparently, it has now become one of
the largest childcare facilities in South Korea and only a
quotation from the emailed reply can express how they still
feel about people like Roy Vickers, even after so many
years.
“As one of Korean, I would like to say that we are very
much appreciated to your dad to help the kids during
those hard time. We still remember the thanksful helps
from someone like your dad. I don’t know how to express
our thanks enoughly to your dad in English. Please
express highest thanks to your dad for me. God bless
your dad and all your family!” Simon Kim from Seoul.
When dad read this effusive thanks he just smiled quietly
and then commented that when you throw a pebble into a
pool you cannot know the ripples it will make.
People who did not know him well thought of him as
brusque and unemotional but those of you who were
privileged to be close to him will know otherwise. His love
for us all knew no bounds. He was very independent and
disliked intensely being dependent on anyone, especially
his daughters. During his last years he suffered great pain,
from different ailments, which could make him irascible at
times but he never stopped being the loving, caring father,
grandfather, great grandfather and true friend or
companion that he had always been.
Roy’s guiding beacon through his long and full life was his
absolute belief in the teachings of the New Church. It
helped him to face many of life’s difficulties and appreciate
all of life’s blessings.

Letter
Dear Editor,
Aged 186, The Missionary Society of the New Church is approaching the end of its natural life-span. At its Annual
Meeting a handful of surviving members voted to apply to The General Conference for the Society to, be taken into
intensive care. This should enable the organisation, now in its terminal stages, to spend its declining years in
reasonable comfort, free from undue stress.
What is not generally known is that twenty or thirty years ago the Society gave birth to a child, born out of wedlock,
called Seminar Books. It is to be hoped that the infant's new foster-parent will honour its obligation to the youngster
and ensure that it grows to maturity and leads a useful life. Our responsibility, after all, is to the next generation.

Yours sincerely,
G. Roland Smith
Past President of the Missionary Society

Young Families and Adults Weekend
22 - 24 June Purley Chase
The weekend originally planned for the end of May had to be cancelled due to a delay in the completion of
the building work at Purley Chase. Fortunately an alternative weekend is now available in late June.
The weekend is open to everyone but I need bookings as soon as possible. Adults cost £45 and children up
to 12 cost £21.60 and children over 12 cost £32.40. Anyone interested should contact Jenny Jones.
Jenny and Steve Jones

19 Grenomoor Close, Grenoside, Sheffield, S35 8SD
0114 257 6015
oban@jsj16.wanadoo.co.uk

Lifeline

Contributions should be sent to the Editor, Alan C Misson
27 Woodland Way, Shirley, Croydon, CR0 7UB Tel: 020 8777 5098
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