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Transparency
This word, transparency - has become a contemporary `buzz' word, one we use to describe being honest and above
board in our dealings. We want our political leaders to be open about their intentions and we don't want decisions to
have hidden agendas or questionable motives. Recently, I heard people use the word `transparent' several times
and it was very clear why they were reminding us about it. They were all church people discussing church matters
where this transparency should not be a choice but a requirement.
During June, each year, we celebrate New Church Day on June 19th, and the reason we do this is to appreciate the
clarity - or transparency - of the beliefs that go to make the church in us, and bring us into the church. When we
share our beliefs with other people, perhaps when they ask us what the New Church is about, we usually and quite
understandably try to find some areas of common ground. So we might say that we are Christian too and we worship
the Lord, and that we are a church that is based on the Bible. That might reassure the person who is wanting to
know, but it is not completely transparent. It implies we're like everyone else, when the truth is that we are Christian
in a remarkably new way and we have an understanding of the Bible that might sound revolutionary.
If we're going to be transparent about the New Church we need to mention several things which might raise
eyebrows. New Church Day - June 19th - doesn't celebrate anything which happened in this world but in the spiritual
world. We believe that at a certain point in time the Lord sent the disciples throughout heaven to proclaim that the
Lord Jesus Christ is the one God of heaven and earth. The reason for doing this was to clear away any confusion
about the Lord that had gradually built up since the beginning of the Christian Church.
We also believe that something simultaneously happened here in this world, which was the provision of true spiritual
teachings - the Writings - through the pen (or quill!) of Emanuel Swedenborg. And again, the point of this was to
reinstate clear life-changing truths and sweep away complicated and unhelpful teachings about God and the Bible.
Put like that, we look very different! `You must be a cult!' some might wonder. (We're not, we are actually the very
opposite of a cult.) The point of these two events - the one in heaven and the other in this world - was to show that
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real religion is something both
universal and personal. Each person
is now directly connected with the
Lord and able to live their life
according to the beliefs they hold,
and be received into heaven. The
situation has become as transparent
as that! And that is something we
should celebrate.
One of the images we often use
when we celebrate New Church Day
is the vision of the New Jerusalem at
the very end of the Bible. It talks
about a city as clear as crystal with
twelve gates. Here is also the only
time ‘transparency' is mentioned as
such in the Bible. "And the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass." I like that idea, even though it's
strange to think about a transparent street. But I think it is quite simple (and very ‘New Church’!) You walk along a
street when you know where you are going in your life, and why. Being a spiritual person involves taking
responsibility for what you do and how you live, based on what you believe the Lord asks you to be like. And the only
way to do that is to become a more transparent person so that the way you are inside shines out through the way
you are to the world. It is as clear as that!
Rev Julian Duckworth

New Disciples
In giving His final great commission, the Lord instructed
His apostles to, "Go therefore and make disciples of all
nations" [Matthew 28:19]. It is worth noting at the outset
what the Doctrines of the New Church have to say
about disciples. They tell us that, "The twelve disciples
of the Lord represented the Church in respect to all
things of faith and charity in the aggregate" [Heavenly
Doctrine 122]. In particular then, we might consider
disciples to mean heavenly truths that are to be
believed and heavenly goods that are to be lived; whilst,
in general, disciples are the people of the Church in
whom such truths and goods are to be found. However,
we need to probe this word "disciple" a little more.
The New Testament word for a "disciple" is μαθητης
[mathetes]; its basic meaning is, "one who is taught or
instructed". From this we can see that a disciple is really
a pupil or student. Today we are familiar with a system
in which pupils and students enrol at a particular school
or university, but in New Testament times this was not
the pattern. In those days disciples enrolled with a
particular teacher and then sat at his feet and listened to
whatever he taught them. Many ancient prophets and
rabbis gathered such a school of disciples around them.
When we look at the Lord's commission to make
disciples in this context it becomes clear that He is not
primarily calling us to enrol people into the Church
organisation, but rather to bring them to the feet of the
teacher. That teacher is, of course, the Lord Himself, for
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it is from Him alone that all genuine heavenly truth and
good come. Thus we are taught that, "Man is led and
taught by the Lord alone" [Divine Providence 155].
We are seeing here a very important principle of
spiritual outreach. In such work there is a great
temptation to place too much emphasis upon our
Church organisation and ourselves. There is a certain
kudos in feeling that people are dependent on us for
their spiritual knowledge and life. The truth, however, is
that we are only facilitators. Our use is to bring people
to the Lord in order that they might enter into a deep
and meaningful relationship with Him. He alone can
lead and teach them and we must not allow ourselves to
get in the way of that. If we encourage people to be
dependent on us then we are hindering their spiritual
growth.
Remember the words of the angel at whose feet John
fell in worship, "You must not do that! I am a fellow
servant with you and your brothers who hold to the
testimony of Jesus. Worship God” [Revelation 19:10].
True disciples worship at the feet of Jesus Christ and
learn their heavenly faith from Him alone. It is of such
disciples that the genuine New Church is formed. Its
members are scattered throughout the world, they
belong to many different organisations and fellowships,
and yet they make up one great spiritual body or
Universal Human.
(Continued on page 3)
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None of this is to deny our role as facilitators and earthly
teachers. We are blessed with much spiritual
knowledge, and the Lord does call upon us to share that
knowledge with others. We should use all our
resources, skills and efforts to do this. As an
organisation we should offer all that we have to help
others in their spiritual quest. However, we must not
forget that the purpose of this work is to bring people to
the Lord and enable them to link with Him in whatever
way He sees to be best. We must never permit
ourselves, or our organisation, to get in the way of that
direct link between the disciple and the Lord.

certainly be ready to welcome them into our own
organisation as equals if that is what suits them best.
We should be willing to learn from them and use their
new insights and energies. But this growth of an
organisation is only a by-product of the main use that
the Lord has called us to serve. It is the growth of the
true New Church, rather than any particular
organisation, that is our main task, and it is in this work
that we shall be exercising genuine charity towards our
neighbour.

New disciples, of course, are themselves called by the
Lord to go and make other disciples for Him. In order to
do such work they will probably look to become part of
some Church organisation or fellowship. We should

Chairman’s Address to the Scottish Association of the
New Church 2004

Rev Robert Gill

Women’s World Day of Prayer
On 2nd March I represented our
Church in the local service for the
Women’s World Day of Prayer. This
year the service focussed on the
plight of the people of Paraguay. In
the dramatic readings I read the part
of the Voice of Paraguay. The
narrative told how a few people in that
country are very rich but the majority
are very poor. Many children and
young people have to work to help
their families, and so do not have the
opportunity to go to school. Many
succumb to alcoholism, drugs and
prostitution. Children in our country
have so many benefits, including a
free school education, compared with
many children abroad, and I get very
upset when I see some of them
throwing their opportunities away. Those Paraguayan
youngsters would love the chance to learn.
The service materials told us next about a woman called
Susanna, married with four children. Her home has no
electricity or running water, and there is no hospital in
her area. The people live off the land, and if there is a
drought they lose all their crops. Women are mostly
illiterate, and long to be educated to be able to become
teachers or preachers of the Word of God.
Eleven years old Angelica, one of nine brothers and
sisters, lives in a house made from cardboard and
plastic. Her day begins at 7 o’clock, and her breakfast is
a cup of cocido. In a way, she is one of the lucky ones
as she goes to school. Her school fees are paid for her
family. At noon she gets a meal at school. Later on she
washes car windscreens until late at night, earning
money to help her family.

United Under God’s Tent
Rosalba went to primary and
secondary schools but her parents
had to make many sacrifices to
allow her to study. When she went
to university her parents could no
longer support her. She managed to
find a job, obtained a degree, and is
now working as a pharmacist. She
encourages younger people not to
give up their studies.
Anaki was born into a family of
musicians, and has played the
Paraguayan harp since she was a
little girl. She travels to other
countries to make Paraguayan
music widely known. She believes
her talent is a gift from God.

Mercedes is a Nanduti weaver. Nanduti is a form of
lace, and as many as 53 different designs can be made.
She learned this skill from her mother and grandmother
but earns very little. At least her work enables her to buy
food.
Our lives are rich compared with the people of
Paraguay. When you hear people complaining about
their lot, try telling them this story.
Ecumenical work is still in its early stages. The
Women’s World Day of Prayer movement, representing
different Churches with its ongoing programme among
women, has marked an important step in this direction.
They are supporting schools, universities, clinics,
hospitals, social centres, children’s shelters, and the
fight against drugs. All the money raised this year will go
to help the work in Paraguay.
Joan Nicholls
Seaburn Dene New Church
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News from the Churches ...
Seaburn Dene
On Friday 20th April a group of us from Seaburn Dene
New Church left for a weekend to Ridley Hall. It was my
first visit so I was looking forward to it although not too
sure what was in store. I was kindly taken by Joan &
Keith Hind and the drive there was lovely. The first
glimpse of Ridley Hall was a surprise, it stood so
majestically, surrounded by lovely grounds and
magnificent trees in so many different shades of green.
As the theme for the weekend was 'Trees' the venue
was perfect.
We were joined later by Heather & Mark Taylor and
their two children Rebecca and Alex, and Christine &
Geoff Bank from Bradford. Christine is training to be a
Minister and we hope to see her soon at Seaburn Dene
New Church. This made our party up to twenty three.
After the evening meal Bruce welcomed us and we had
quizzes, games of Irish Bingo, Pass the Parcel and a
Sing-a-long. Madeleine led us in Evening Worship. We
finished up in the Den for drinks before retiring, although
I think some of the men had a game of snooker before
doing so.

had us creating an
image of a landscape
to suit the mood and
reminding
us
of
spiritual qualities in the
every day beauty.
These workshops were
very enjoyable and
made everyone think
about how our own
lives were like trees.
After
lunch
the
afternoon was free so
a group of us went for a walk along the river. It was
perfect weather for a walk and it was lovely listening to
the water gurgling over the rocks and finding wild
primroses and violets on the way. Again the trees were
a focal point, buds ready to burst out on many.
After evening meal the fun began. We had Dances,
Charades, Call My Bluff, Nursery Rhyme Drawings,
Readings and Sketches. A modern version of Nelson &
Hardy given by Keith and Bruce had us all laughing, and
The Snuff Box sketch was entertaining. We had a Singa-long including Ilkley Moor Baht' at to make the
Yorkshire guests at home. Evening Worship was taken
by Bruce, and so the end of another good day.
Sunday Worship on the Theme of Trees was carefully
thought out and involved the children. Soft material was
used to display The River of Life flowing from the Holy
City, with The Tree of Life standing at one end. Candles
burned adding to the effect. Fruit was scattered and the
children had gathered pine cones and seeds which
were added to this. We also placed our paper leaves on
which we had written a comment. It brought the whole
meaning of what we had been discussing together.

Saturday, after breakfast, Christine led us in Morning
Worship, then we had to choose which group to take
part in. The leaders were Bruce, Madeleine and
Christine. Bruce spoke of the Garden of Eden and the
Holy City and how they linked to the Tree of Life.
Madeleine was looking at trees and thinking of what
trees means to us and what our own Tree of Life looks
like. Christine’s ‘For the Beauty of the Earth' session

After lunch it was time to leave for home. It had been a
magical weekend leaving me so grateful for the beauty
we have around us and the kindness and
companionship we shared.
Audrey Anderson

Bradford and Keighley
Worship Support Group
A keen and enthusiastic group from Bradford and Keighley met in the Sunday Seekers' room on 11th January and
22nd February to study ‘The Acts of the Apostles' with Rev Geoffrey Clarkson. The in-depth study led to a great deal
of lively discussion in a warm, friendly environment. The sessions are particularly helpful for worship leaders and
Sunday school teachers but anyone is welcome to join us.
From the Bradford Newsletter
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Greenhill
Fifteen people attended Helen Brown's workshop Secret Garden - at Greenhill on 17th March 2007. Helen
began by asking us all what we thought was meant by
the expression ‘Secret Garden’. Soul, higher self, inner
spirit were suggested. She asked us to consider the soil
in which this Secret Garden could grow - what could we
use to get in touch with our higher spirit. We split into
groups to consider this - listening to music, meditation,
enjoying the countryside were all suggested.
We were asked to select a photograph of a garden from
several photographs laid out in the centre of the room
and express why we had chosen that one. A passage
from the book "The Secret Garden" was read out and
also the poem "Little Gidding", from T S Elliotts The
Four Quartets. Whilst listening to wonderful music we
were led on a guided visualisation meditation through a
gate into our own inner secret garden.

Chester
As usual our Good Friday Service was quite short, and
by its very nature was serious as it told the Good Friday
story and asked us to reflect upon it. Dot Best had yet
again made the church beautiful with spring flowers.
This lightened our hearts and reminded us of the
happier Easter Sunday to follow.
The daffodils seemed aware of the more joyful mood on
Easter Sunday, and even the buds had burst forth to
welcome a large congregation for our Family
Communion Service, led again by Norman. During our
worship we had - a hunt the Easter eggs, an Easter
theme for the Save The Children Fund collection, and a
special treat - an Easter song from the Seekers Club
‘choir'. We were, of course, reminded of our hopes to
lead a heavenly life on earth, as well as after death.

Bournemouth
The first trial ‘Walking the labyrinth’ workshop was held
in Bournemouth recently. A small group, with some new
people, shared a wonderful experience. The labyrinth,
made by Helen Newton, Training and Development
Officer, is 6 meter square, lovely to look at and walk on,
very symbolic and very heavy!
The opportunity then presented itself to share the
experience with the church folk on the morning of
Sunday 6th May. So church chairs were moved to the
front, the labyrinth was again set up at the back and the
service on labyrinthine experiences in our lives was
shortened to 35 minutes. Everyone then moved to the
back to walk the cursive path or watch others and listen
to Margaret Rizza’s music. Pebbles were offered to
represent carrying something in life to the Lord.
The labyrinth then came alive with people walking in all
directions, twisting and turning but eventually reaching
the centre, quite a few leaving a pebble there.
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There was a selection of food for lunch and every one
helped to set it out and clear up afterwards. After lunch
Helen narrated the story of Adam and Eve in the
Garden of Eden. Helen had made two cardboard
cutouts of trees - one representing the tree of life and
the other the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
Two volunteers held these up. Two more volunteers
donned masks - one to represent Adam and the other
Eve, I was given a snake on a string and hissed
significantly at Eve who of course tempted Adam to eat
of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil before
they were sent out of the garden by the Lord. Helen
then explained this story to us. She had managed to
bring the story alive for us all. We all went home in a
higher state of spirit.
Philippa Peacock
From the Greenhill Newsletter

Personally I was impressed by the very good behaviour
of the children, helping the smaller ones among them to
find the eggs, and taking responsibility for little things
during the Service. It was a joy to see them come
forward with their mothers for a blessing during the
Communion Service. Thank you to both parents and
Seekers leaders over the years.
After worship we sat down to our ‘bring your own and
share it' lunch, added to by Pamela and others in her
team - a great success. ‘Eat, drink, and be merry' was
the order of our church hall! Then out into a glorious
Sunday afternoon after what was, for me, a great
welcome from all my friends.
Dorothy Parker
From the Chester Newsletter

The sphere was beautiful and many were changed by
the experience. It is good to do something different
when the opportunity presents itself!
Judith Wilson

New Church Revolution and Evolution
1789 - 2007
The Annual Meeting of the General Conference of the New Church in 2007 will be its 200th
Meeting. For this very important occasion a series of articles will be appearing in Lifeline
from August 2006 to June 2007. The article below, written by Rev Ian Johnson and Rev
Mary Duckworth, is the tenth and last in the series.

Our Changing Spirituality
Were New-Church people around 1800 more externallyminded than us now? We may like to think that now we
have taken the new truth to heart and applied it better to
life, but it's not so simple. It's true, there was more
pressure in society then to keep the outward aspects of
life correct, but people were as various then as now.
There were rebels then, passionate ones. (It was the
age of Shelley, Byron and others.) How well do we
know that early history of our movement? We certainly
cannot look on the heart, as our Lord does.
Any change in spirituality over these two centuries is
linked with external changes: growing knowledge of the
natural world and of other cultures; more education for
more people, but that increasingly secular and sceptical;
new technologies in communication and travel; new
fashions in culture, art and literature, and in the life of
religion. These we may reckon to be side-effects of the
new age but they do affect the expression of people's
spirituality.
It was the way of the times to teach with assurance, if
not dogmatism, but our age prefers more tentative and
flexible approaches. Then the authority of ordained
gentlemen was widely respected, but now we value the
views of both women and men in various employments.
They built great churches, restrained in style in 1800 but
highly ornate as the century followed, and people
flocked to fill them, but such enthusiasm is less common
now, and we have learned to value the intimacy and
sharing of smaller groups. Their worship was formal,
uniform, solemn, and verbose, ours less formal, cheerful
and simply-worded. They expected social and moral
conformity to clear standards, whereas we value variety
and individual choice.
In this picture there is some truth, but only in a general
way. Many churches started out as small-group
meetings in homes or hired rooms, where no doubt
there was intimacy and simplicity. They did not all
develop in the same way, some producing divergent
forms of spirituality. Some people carried their devotion
into literature and art, or endeavours for social or
educational reform. And nowadays some of us in our
freedom choose to be conventional! We hanker for the
certainties of John Clowes, while in contrast modern
searchers find inspiration in the unfettered imagination
of William Blake.
Swedenborg wrote a good deal about the fluctuating or
cyclical character of both churches and individuals. We
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grow old and tired, then find renewal, like successive
days or seasons. Variety and change are healthy, as his
observation of the heavens showed, so every religion
declines and is replaced. (See Divine Providence 328)
What about the "crown of all the churches", as True
Christian Religion 786 describes the new church
beginning in that time? I understand that "church" as
being the new spiritual environment of our age, within
which religious forms and groups will still fluctuate,
though less drastically.
Without intending a dogmatic generalisation, I see the
church 200 years ago as being like young David (see 1
Samuel 17), secure in his simple trust in Yehowah,
boldly challenging the terrifying Goliath. The church now
seems more like the aging David, well aware of his
mistakes, misunderstandings and inadequacies, with a
different wisdom because of them. Threatened by a
lesser Philistine giant (see 2 Samuel 21), he needed the
vigour and loyalty of Abishai to rescue him, but was still
reckoned invaluable by his faithful followers as "the
Lamp of Israel". Just as at the end of David's reign
Israel was much expanded and secure, God's spiritual
kingdom is now widespread and firmly established in
many exciting ways - though as ever attacked by
frightening enemies. We don't need young David's
heroics, but a gentler, more reflective confidence in
God's ways.
Rev Ian Johnson

Changing Spirituality?
To pick up on Ian’s metaphor of the early New Church
as young David, the Church was on the defensive,
guarding the new teachings against attacks, rather like
David protecting his sheep. The Rev Samuel Noble
[1779-1853] minister of the Cross Street, Hatton
Garden, New Church in London wrote ‘An Appeal in
behalf of the Views of the Eternal World and State, and
the Doctrines of Faith and Life held by the body of
Christians who believe that a New Church is signified [in
the Revelation, Chap.xxi.] by the New Jerusalem:
embracing Answers to all Principal Objections’ [some
500 pages in small print]. Quotations from the Bible
were used on the title page as warnings:
“For we have not followed cunningly devised
fables.” 2 Peter 1.16
“Beware, therefore, lest that come upon you
which is spoken of in the prophets: Behold, ye

despisers, and wonder, and perish: for I work a
work in your days, a work which ye shall in no
wise believe, though a man declare it unto you.”
Acts 13.40,41; Habakkuk 1.5
It was written ‘for objectors and objections in
general’ [Preface to the second edition] but occasioned
by the publication of ‘The Anti-Swedenborg’ by the Rev
Mr.Beaumont. The second edition was brought out at
the request of the 26th Conference, ‘to afford valuable
assistance to those who are desirous of vindicating their
faith, and of opposing the influence of error and
misrepresentation’. It was also ‘known to have been the
means of introducing many to an acceptance of the
doctrines of the New Church, and of settling the minds
of others who were wavering as to their reception.’ The
Preface ends with the prayer, ‘That the present edition
may be instrumental in bringing many souls into, or of
establishing them in, the true way of eternal life’.
The book itself is addressed to ‘The Reflecting of all
Denominations’ and begins, ‘Men and Brethren!’ The
first part [350 pages] addresses those ‘curious’ subjects
objected against relating to ‘the Eternal World and
State’ - the Second Coming, Last Judgment,
Swedenborg and Heaven and Hell. The second part
addresses the matters Noble regards as of higher
importance, ‘the Doctrines of Faith and Life’, the truths
which Swedenborg revealed, which might now ‘clear
away the clouds which have so long hung over the
doctrinal interpretation of Holy Writ’ [p 352]. He seeks to
establish Swedenborg’s statements securely ‘on the
immovable basis of Scripture, Reason, and Fact… The
most important of them all – ‘that which presents the
Lord Jesus Christ as the Being in whose single Person
the whole of the Divine Trinity centers, - as being,
himself, the Person of the Father, and thus the proper
Object of Christian worship’ [p 353]. He goes on to
overturn ‘the erroneous view of the Atonement and
Mediation of the Lord Jesus Christ’.
This includes an excellent section on sacrifice, this
being a problem in general and that of Jesus Christ in
particular. He makes it clear that the sacrifices in the
Word represent the offering of different aspects of
oneself to the Lord. Jesus Christ offered his whole self.
He was not made to suffer and be punished for our sins.
The last section deals with the Christian life. He
describes how a life of righteousness, not Pharisaic
righteousness, leads to heaven, refuting the accusation
that the doctrines oppose true holiness of life. A life of
righteousness is one of obedience to the Lord’s
commandments in spirit as well as the letter. The heart
is engaged resulting in a good life which leads to
heaven. The two essentials are to acknowledge the
Lord and live a life according to his commandments.
Noble closes his Appeal adding a third essential of the
Church: the holiness of the Word. He concludes, ‘Had
these been regarded the essentials of the church,
intellectual dissensions would not have divided, but
would only have varied it. Happy are they by whatever
denomination they wish to be called, who practically
admit the first two essentials of the New Church…which
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are, - The acknowledgement of the Lord in
understanding and in heart; and, A Life according to his
commandments.’
The third edition of ‘Noble’s Appeal’, printed in 1859 ‘as
a memento of the Author and a testimony of… its
excellence’, was used by Dennis Duckworth’s forebears
as a ‘Family Bible’, births being recorded on the fly-leaf.
It continued to be printed into the twentieth century, the
thirteenth edition dating 1903. Such was its value and
estimation in the Church. There were many other
‘defences’ as well as promulgations of the teachings.
My sense is of a Church thrilled at last to be able to
understand matters of religion rather than having to
suspend judgement; a Church eager to drink of the
waters of the inner sense of the Word of God; a Church
giving honour and glory to God in worship as well as
study. There was a desire to spread these teachings
through missionary work in this country and also abroad
throughout the world as well as the Continent.
I am delighted to find the men of the Church were not
only intellectual. They had heart and humility. When
challenged by the zeal of the Academy of the New
Church Mr Jonathan Robinson said in a Special
General Meeting of the Peter Street Church,
Manchester, ‘We are very poor and lukewarm
professors of the Church, - chicken-hearted people, afraid to tread except very softly lest we should make a
noise. I think it will be a good thing, if the Academy’s
teaching arouse us to a sense of the importance of
proclaiming to those around the true doctrines of the
Church.’ [Report p17]
The Rev C A Hall in his introduction to ‘Arthur Edgar
Beilby His Book’ writes, ‘He counted more by what he
was… than by what he did’. In our age of valuing
busyness and what we do many are being drawn
through meditation to a sense of being, and a sense of
Being.
With a greater openness in society and with women
taking on greater responsibility and leadership in society
and the Church the nature of Church life has changed.
There is a softer dimension. Workshops are held
alongside worship. Spiritual growth is emphasised in a
more experiential way. Where ideas of God and spiritual
life were once taught and might simply be held as
concepts, now people are led to be aware of God’s
presence, power and healing through interaction,
spiritual exercises,6reflection and meditation.
In my childhood each denomination stood by its
distinctiveness and rightness in comparison with others.
In my youth Jews and Christians were dialoguing with
each other to try to understand each other. Today
alongside a rise in fundamentalism Churches and Faiths
are recognising truth and goodness in each other.
Common ground is being acknowledged. Local
Ecumenical Partnerships are being formed between
different Churches. The New Church acknowledges the
universal truth within all religions and faiths.
Rev Mary E Duckworth

Spiritual Wisdom Bookshop
As briefly announced in the May issue of Lifeline a
Bookshop has recently been added to the Spiritual
Wisdom web site. Setting up a web based bookshop
can be a complex and expensive task but Amazon, the
online shop company, have made the task very simple.
Basically they offer a free service where web designers/
owners can sign up as Associates and create their own
shop pages which directly link to products featured on
Amazon’s web site. The only disadvantage of this
approach is that all the products for sale must be
already available through Amazon. But the significant
advantage of being an Associate is that Amazon pay a
fee for all sales made through the Associate’s web site.
So for the Spiritual Wisdom Bookshop every time a
book is sold Conference is paid a fee by Amazon.
The extended screen shot opposite shows some of the
19 titles currently listed on the Bookshop page.
Extending the range of books and other Amazon
sourced products is very easy to do so it will be possible
to develop and grow the Bookshop to widen its appeal.
Visit: www.spiritualwisdom.org.uk and click on
Bookshop in the Main Menu or at the bottom of the
page.
Alternatively go direct to:
www.spiritualwisdom.org.uk/bookshop.htm

Don’t forget. If you buy a book through the Spiritual
Wisdom Bookshop you will not only have a very good
book to read and enjoy but you will also ensure that
Amazon makes a contribution to Conference!

Personal Revelation
The Swedenborg Open Learning Centre (New Church College) has been
delighted to publish Michael Stanley’s latest book, whose subject matter
breaks into new ground in interpreting the Book of Revelation in terms of a
person’s own inner, spiritual development.
Copies are available at £8.50 including post and packing from:
SOLCe
15 Standmoor Road
Whitefield
Manchester
M45 7PJ
Please make any cheques payable to 'New Church College'
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Organ Transplant
Following the closure of the New Church society at
Rhodes on 24th. October 2004 the chairman, Ken Wild
and secretary John Ford were keen to find a new home
for the organ which was installed in the original church
building by J.J.Binns of Leeds in 1923 at a cost of £765
and dedicated to the men of the Rhodes Society killed
in the First World War. The present church building
dedicated in October 1971 had been designed in its
distinctive ‘A’ shape to accommodate this organ. A
friend of John Ford’s took a set of photographs of the
organ and the buildings and artefacts and these are
now filed in Middleton Library. Many of the old records
and items of local historical interest have been donated
to Touchstones Museum in Rochdale.
Word was spread around the area that a home was
sought for the organ and an organist friend of the Rev
Alan Lewin put details of the organ on the e-bay web
site. For over twelve months nothing was found, many
churches are closing and there is a glut of organs going
begging. Then in December 2005 the photographer
friend of John Ford’s heard a broadcast on BBC radio 4
called Organ Transplant which he taped and passed on
to John. It was about a man from Latvia who was
dismantling organs in Britain and shipping them back to
Latvia where they were being installed in churches now
that Latvia was free of Soviet domination when
churches had been closed and used by the Soviet army
as stores.
A letter was quickly despatched to the BBC in Bristol
and the reply from the producer Jolyon Jenkins gave a
phone number for Uldis Rubezis in Latvia and also
details of the Redundant Organ Rehousing Company in
Britain. Not knowing any Latvian John tried the British
contact first but received no reply so in April 2006 a
rather tentative phone call was made to Latvia. Luckily

Uldis spoke some English and expressed an interest.
Photographs were sent - nothing heard in reply so a
further phone call, yes the photos had arrived but they
now had to raise the funds for the ferries to bring a large
lorry and men to England. Months went by, the two year
period between the last church service and the possible
sale of the church passed. Plans had been submitted to
the local council for apartments on the site and planning
permission received in April 2007 and the site was
being put on the market. Then a call from Uldis, they
had the money they were finishing the refurbishing of
the lorry and were going to buy the tickets. Another call
- two men leaving Riga the Latvian capital on 25th April
and arriving early on Saturday 28th April after a journey
across the Baltic Sea to Stockholm, a drive across
Sweden to Gothenburg and another ferry across the
North Sea to Immingham on the Humber. Saturday
4.30am the phone rings an English voice tells me there
are two Latvian gentlemen stopped at the New
Jerusalem Church seeking directions to our house, after
a while an old Swedish army truck appears in
Wentworth Close and we all get back to bed!
Two weeks later our organ is on its way back to Latvia
along with another one from a church in Saltash which
had been dismantled and in storage for three years. The
story has been front page news in the local press. Uldis
an ex Soviet Olympic athlete and his brother Vilnis have
toiled hard for two weeks and our goal of saving our
organ has been achieved. We now hope that Uldis can
find a church which is large enough to house the organ
so that in a few years we may be able a visit Latvia and
hear our organ playing once again.
John Ford

Lifeline and Purley Chase Open Day
As there is no July issue of Lifeline a report of the Purley Chase Open Day on 16th June will not be available
till the August issue.
To mitigate this delay a collection of pictures taken at the event will be made available online in the Image
Library of the Lifeline web site by Wednesday 20th June.
To view the Purley Chase Open Day pictures go to:

www.new-church-lifeline.org.uk

And then click on Image Library and proceed to the Gallery where you can select the Open Day images.
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The Holy Supper
This article is the second half of a document written by
Gwendolen Rowe as part of the Sacraments course
offered by the Swedenborg Open Learning Centre. The
first half, on Baptism, appeared in the May issue. Editor.

Well now, the Holy Supper, I guess I thought I already
knew a lot about this, but of course I was proved wrong.
So what is the purpose of the Holy Supper and how
often should we attend? Who should attend? How
worthy are we? These are just some of the questions
that came to mind as I began to read.
Well I understand the Holy Supper
was called by the Lord to connect us
with Himself and with Heaven. The
two elements of the bread and wine
are representative of the Lord’s body
(bread) and blood (wine). The bread
corresponding to His Divine Love,
which if we take in and accept,
becomes eternal and we receive
God’s love/charity in our lives. Thus if
we eat of this bread we will never
hunger - “Blessed are those who
hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be
filled”. (Matthew 5:6). The wine being symbolic of the
blood of Jesus and represents Divine Truth, and if we
drink of this truth we shall never thirst - ‘Jesus
answered, "Everyone who drinks this water will be
thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I give him
will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will
become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal
life”’ (John 4:13-14), and they unite as one in the Lord.
So from this, how can we use this knowledge when
coming to Church to take the Holy Supper? For me
taking the elements of the bread and wine help to
remind me of God’s love that is everlasting and His truth
which I like to think of as inspirations or words of
wisdom. In receiving these I am reminded of my
oneness to God and my connection with Him and
others. What a wonderful thing. We are told these gifts
are everlasting which is great, but, for me, led to the
question - if this is so why do we need to keep taking
the Holy Supper? Again I spent some time considering
this and I came to realise that - yes, God’s gifts are
everlasting but we don’t always remember this. We
need these acts of worship to help us get back in touch
with the reality of our connection to God. Through
receiving the bread and wine of his love and truth we
can do this.
Moving on - are we worthy to come to the Lord’s table
and do we need to be? In 1 Corinthians 11 we are told,
by Paul, that whoever eats the bread and drinks the cup
in an unworthily way are sinners against the Lord, and
yet New Church teaching does not suggest this.
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Swedenborg tells us, in TCR that the Lord is with us and
opens heaven to anyone who is worthy as they come to
the Holy Supper; but he also tells us that He is with
those who are unworthy too, but heaven is not opened
to them. Nevertheless He is there. So what you receive
will depend very much upon your motivation. This, to
me, suggests that it is okay to approach the Holy
Supper with uncertainty and a certain amount of
unworthiness. For me, I find that taking the elements
and considering their meaning can help me with
whatever barriers or doubts I am having at the time.
They help me to re-establish my connection to God and
others. Knowing that I don’t have to be so worthy means
I am less anxious about the state I am
in.
From here we can also consider the
question of repentance. For before we
come to the Holy Supper we do need
to acknowledge our sins, our doubts
and be ready to ask the Lord’s
forgiveness and His guidance.
Swedenborg even suggests we need
to examine ourselves more closely. He
suggests we do this once or twice a
year and in smaller ways at other
times. A bit different than the Catholics who have mass
every Sunday and can, if they want, attend every day!
Well the last area that really gave me a lot to think
about, and in which I am still considering, is to do with
age and the use of wine versus grape juice. There has
been a lot of debate over the age children should be
able to take the Holy Supper and this is still ongoing. It
is interesting to note that in other churches children are
very much involved. In the Eastern Orthodox Church
babies are given the elements at their christening, whilst
Catholics receive their first Holy Communion at the age
of seven. So what is the answer? When we consider
what the Holy Supper is like - it tends to draw everyone
together. There is a certain amount of reverence due to
the sphere and awareness of its importance, and for
me, all those present help to create that sphere.
Children being no exception. Children are aware of this
sphere too, even at quite a young age and this is what,
for me, makes me feel they should be involved. I do
feel, though, they should only receive the elements
when they have some understanding of their meaning.
However they can be given a blessing, helping them to
feel part of this holy act of worship. This got me thinking
about the use of grape juice. In my reading I was
intrigued to learn that the unfermented grape juice
refers to someone who sees on the natural level whilst
the fermented wine corresponds to those who work on
the spiritual level. As children tend to work very much
on the natural level this would seem most appropriate.
Gwendolen Rowe

In Memory
André’s lifelong membership of the New Church began and
ended in Mauritius, and wherever he lived and worked in
England, at one time in the north-east and at another in
north London, he always became a member of the local
New-Church congregation. Throughout life he loved his
church, its teachings, and its way of life; he possessed a
simple, uncomplicated trust in our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ.
Being the youngest of eight, André Régis Danjoux acquired
his faith at first not only from his parents but also from his
older brothers and sisters, all of whom attended services of
worship and doctrinal classes at the church in the town of
Curepipe, which is situated on the central plateau of
Mauritius. Having been educated at the Royal College in
Curepipe, André came to study dentistry in Newcastle,
where he immediately sought out the New-Church
congregation worshipping at 26 Burdon Terrace. In recent
years André told me more than once about how he and his
fellow students were told by the Dean or head of the
medical school, Gentlemen, here you will receive much,
and much will be expected of you. For André this keyed in
with our Lord’s words, ‘Freely you have received, freely
give’ and with the statement often quoted by New-Church
people, ‘All religion has relation to life, etc.’
After qualifying as a dentist André established his own
practice in Hebburn, South Tyneside, where he again
attached himself straight away to the New Church nearby.
Here his three children were baptised and attended
Sunday School. Following the collapse of his first marriage
he returned for a time to Mauritius, but he never lost his
affection for the people in Tyneside. In early 1982 André
came with his second wife Denise to London, where they
set up a dental practice, quite deliberately within walking
distance of the North Finchley place of worship. (In 1986
the congregation moved on to its present location at
Greenhill, New Barnet.)
In retirement Denise and André lived mainly in Mauritius,
where they rendered sterling service to the church prior to
André’s ill-health. During their frequent visits to the United
Kingdom they renewed their associations with the Seaburn
Dene and Greenhill congregations, who were always
delighted to welcome them back. During the past three or
four years André had required major vascular surgery in
London, which he accepted with great fortitude. Whenever
I went to see him during those years he always asked me
to read the Word to him and often we’d discuss what I’d
just read. And he always wished me ‘to say a prayer’. His
was indeed an uncomplicated belief and trust in the Lord
Affectionate testimonies to André were presented at two
services of worship, the first at Greenhill on Saturday 24
March, and the second on the following Saturday in
Curepipe, after which his body was laid to rest in Phoenix
alongside those of his parents and other members of the
Danjoux family. Some extracts of the eulogy given at both
services by his older son Jean-Pierre appear opposite.

André Danjoux
It is over 30 years since my Dad first brought me to this
beautiful island of Mauritius. It is sad that I have to bring
him back this time for his funeral.
Born in Curepipe, Mauritius on 6 Feb 1931, he was the
baby of the family. As the youngest of 8 children he
probably had a torrid time at the hands of his older brothers
and sisters. But I suspect from the stories I’ve heard he
probably had quite a mischievous childhood. He excelled
at running and was a cross country champion during his
youth. On one occasion he had a race against his brother
Guy in Curepipe. Both claimed to have won the race and
were still arguing about who was the victor only last year at
Easter when we had dinner together.
After spending time working for a government department
delivering pay checks, Dad eventually travelled to England
to continue his studies. His passage and studies being
funded by his elder siblings. A long sea voyage eventually
brought him to Newcastle in the North East of England. A
strange land with a strange local dialect (Geordie). He
studied at the Dental school (at that time an annex of
Durham University). He struggled with his English at the
beginning.
I remember his gold Ford Cortina and his crash in it. He
swerved to avoid a dog and went into the back of a bus. In
the days before seat belt law he went through the
windscreen and was lucky to survive, sustaining severe
facial injuries. Those scars remained with him as well as
the loss of sight in his right eye.
Dad had a great sense of humour and was always telling
jokes (mostly bad ones). He once met Jimmy Saville who
asked him about himself. Dad replied: “I’m a Mauritian and
I live in Hebburn.” I suppose it got a bit distorted by his
accent and the following day on the radio Jimmy Saville
said: “yesterday I met a Martian who lives in Heaven.” Dad
dined out on that one for years.
A very religious man, Dad was an active member of the
New Church. Church services were blessed with his
singing. As a boy he would hit the notes on the piano at
home and vocalise his scales practising for hours. He
would then place one of the vinyl records on the
gramophone, crank the machine, lower the needle head
onto the record and sing. His perseverance paid off. He
loved singing and I’m sure those of you who have heard
his voice will always remember it. Those who knew him will
remember him as a warm, kind and generous man who
tried to see good in everyone he met.
I am sad that I won’t be able to drop by and see him and
talk to him whenever I want. But for my Dad I am happy
that he has returned to the place of his birth to be beside
his parents, his brothers and sister.
In 1867 Mark Twain wrote: “Heaven was copied after
Mauritius.” So with his soul in heaven and his body in
Mauritius, I reckon my Dad is a very lucky man.

Rev John Elliott
Jean-Pierre Danjoux (eldest son)
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From the Writings ...
All human feelings and thoughts arise from the divine love and wisdom that constitute the very essence that is God.
The feelings arise from divine love and the thoughts from divine wisdom. Further, every single bit of our being is
nothing but feeling and thought. These two are like the springs of everything that is alive in us. They are the source
of all our life experiences of delight and enchantment, the delight from the prompting of our love and the
enchantment from our consequent thought.
Since we have been created to be recipients, then, and since we are recipients to the extent that we love God and
are wise because of our love for God (that is, the extent to which we are moved by what comes from God and think
as a result of that feeling), it therefore follows that the divine essence, the Creatress, is divine love and wisdom.
Divine Love and Wisdom 33 New Century Edition
We may gather how important it is to have a right concept of God from the fact that this concept is the very core of
the thinking of anyone who has a religion. All the elements of religion and of worship focus on God; and since God is
involved in every element of religion and worship, whether general or particular, unless there is a right concept of
God there can be no communication with heaven. This is why every nation is allotted its place in the spiritual world
according to its concept of a human God. This [understanding of God as human] is where the concept of the Lord is
to be found, and nowhere else.
Divine Love and Wisdom 13 New Century Edition

Sponsored Ordination Students
The Council is delighted to announce that it has approved the adoption of the following as sponsored
students for ordination training:
Mrs Helen Brown
Mr Jack Dunnion
Mrs Becky Jarratt

On behalf of the Governing Council
Michael Hindley
Chief Executive

Lifeline
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