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Lifeline
“Even the very hairs of your head are numbered.”
“It must be providential!” How often do you hear people, even yourself, saying those words? “It must be
providential.” Often, they’re said when things have gone well, or we’ve had a bright idea. Or, maybe, when there’s
an unexpected, unpredictable conjunction of events, and we immediately detect the Lord’s hand. When, against all
the odds, there’s a happy outcome, then God’s providence frequently gets the credit.
What always bothers me is the implication behind such an interpretation. Does it mean, are we saying, that at other
times, or in other circumstances, the Lord’s providence is not at work? What about those who don’t recover from
illnesses? Or how about the people who did catch the train or aeroplane which crashed or was blown up? Was the
Lord’s providence only with those who made a last minute decision not to travel, or who were delayed and missed
that journey, and so had a “miraculous” escape?
I believe that the concepts revealed at the Lord’s Second Coming in the Heavenly Doctrines for the New Jerusalem,
often referred to as angelic wisdom, point us in a very different direction. Yes, of course, the Lord’s providence is at
work in those situations mentioned above. We do right to attribute them to the Lord’s providence. But we should also
be careful to see that everything, yes, everything is under the Lord’s providence. There is nothing whatsoever that is
outside His providence. Even those events that shock, disturb and upset us occur under His providence.
Think about it. It has to be so. There can be nothing that escapes His attention, or is outside His providential care for
us. Yes, there is disorder in the spiritual world and here, and the outcome is the existence of conditions and events
that are clearly hurtful and potentially damaging. But that doesn’t put them outside the Lord’s influence and control.
Working within the immutable and eternal laws of order, designed to protect human freedom, the Lord has to permit
all manner of circumstances. So we have illnesses and diseases, disasters of every description, inequality in private
and public life. Our Heavenly Father permits these events to make an impact in human affairs. He can do no other.
He cannot intervene. Human freedom is the most precious thing to Him. He permits them because His eye is always
on what is eternal and heavenly. His intention for each one of us that we might become angels and enjoy all the fruits
of heavenly life means that He must permit all manner of things, but without willing them upon us.
(Continued on page 2)
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The idea that the Lord actively sends events “to try us” is a non-starter. He could never punish us in that vindictive
way.
No, His providence really is over all things. So when we’re feeling victimised or hard done by, let us recognise what
is happening. Whatever the event, our Lord is working with us to bring about ultimate success. Rather than complain
or rail endlessly against the injustice of life, far better for us is to work with the grain, get into the stream of the Lord’s
providence. In every apparently disastrous situation, our Lord is present and working silently and unseen to bring a
positive outcome.
“That was providential.” Whenever we hear those words coming from someone else’s lips, or when we hear our own
mind thinking them, let us cooperate with the angels and gently lead people or ourselves to see that the Lord’s hands
never stop working.
That Providence is at work in the most specific aspects of everything is in accordance with the Lord’s
words that not even a hair falls from one’s head unless God wills it. Arcana Caelestia 6494
Rev Bruce Jarvis

Editorial Comment
I was delighted when I received the above article from
Bruce Jarvis as for some time I had wanted to write in a
similar vein but I could not find the right words to
express what I was thinking and feeling - so thank you
Bruce.
I often find that trying to explain New Church teaching in
a simple way to someone else really helps in clarifying
my own ideas but the concept of providence remains for
me a very difficult subject area. In the above article
Bruce uses the example of a plane crash to illustrate
that we should not ascribe the work of providence just to
the person who is delayed and escapes death. But how
can we begin to explain this and the many similar
situations that cause many people to doubt the
existence of God.
My feeling is that we need to consider a number of key
teachings and reflect on how they work together. For
example we could think through the following:
Without free will in spiritual matters a person would
have no means of establishing a mutual link with the
Lord. True Christian Religion 485
A person would have no free will in political, moral
and natural matters, did he not have free will in
spiritual ones. TCR 482
Any predestination except to heaven is contrary to
the Divine Love and Wisdom and its infinity.
Divine Providence 329
The Lord has providence and foresight, and the one
does not exist without the other. Good is provided
by the Lord, and evil foreseen.
New Jerusalem Heavenly Doctrine 276
The angels went on to say that all things, in fact the
smallest of all things, and even the smallest of the
smallest, are directed by the Lord's Providence,
down to the very steps taken by the feet. And when
the kind of thing prevails that is contrary to
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Providence, misfortunes occur. They also
substantiated the assertion that there is no such
thing as mere chance and that what seems to be
haphazard, or fortune, is Providence at work in the
last and lowest degree of order, in which all things
are subject to comparative inconstancy. AC 6493
It should be recognized that Divine providence is
overall, that is, it is present within the smallest
details of all, and that people in the stream of
providence are being carried along constantly
towards happier things, whatever appearance the
means may present. Those in the stream of
providence are people who trust in the Divine and
ascribe everything to Him. AC 8478,4

Bruce writes “In every apparently disastrous situation,
our Lord is present and working silently and unseen to
bring a positive outcome”.
I think this is the aspect we really need to focus on providence is how the Lord works in and from any
situation towards his eternal purposes for us - and this
we cannot begin to see or understand. And this applies
both to the survivor of the plane crash and all those who
died. Providence, as I see it, is then not about what
physically happened to the people - they were not
predestined to live or die - but how they were led
spiritually up to and after that point. And since life is
made up of a near infinite set of such points our Lord’s
providence is leading and guiding us in every moment
as we confront every situation that is presented.
Moment by moment we are in free will to feel, think and
act in response to the world around us and in all this
freedom the Lord seeks to lead us towards heaven
whatever direction our feelings, thoughts and actions
are currently taking us. In this way the Lord’s
providence is “working his purposes out as year
succeeds to year” in wonderful but hidden ways that we
cannot see, bringing good out of bad situations, and
offering us a way back to the spiritual pathway the Lord
really wants us to follow.
I would welcome correspondence in Lifeline on this
important and complex subject.

Ministers all at Sea!
Well, not quite but read on.
The temporary closure of Purley Chase has meant that
the annual Ministers’ Seminar, like many other regular
bookings there, needed to find alternative venues. In
2005 we met very happily at the Church of England
Derby Diocesan retreat centre at Morley, near Ilkeston.
This year we moved southwards to a Salvation Army
conference centre, Cliff House, a short walk from the
Bournemouth New Church at Tuckton. Once again we
were blessed with comfortable surroundings and cooperative hosts.
Gathering from all around this country, and from France,
ministers and some lay guests assembled late on
Monday afternoon, 23rd October, and the Seminar
continued through to Friday lunchtime. During the week
there was a wide variety of sessions, ranging from
presentations on Biblical and doctrinal subjects to, for
example, discussions on how these principles can be
applied to help men and women with our fears, and how
to deal with the “Evangelical Question.”
The programme included two visits to the Bournemouth
Church, where the interior has recently been strikingly
refurbished. On the Tuesday evening we went there for
our Holy Supper Service, and were delighted to be
welcomed and well cared for by Nita Vickers. (Some of
us had enjoyed Nita’s hospitality many years earlier at
the New Church College when it was based in
Woodford Green, and her late husband Paul was
Principal.) On the last evening we used the church for
some delightful sacred dancing. Sandwiched between
those two evenings was one when we enjoyed friendly
competition in some exotic table games.
Time to relax is an essential element in our Seminar,
providing opportunities during an intensive programme
for some exercise (or sleep!), personal chatting, and,
yes, some meetings to do business. Tuesday afternoon

saw a number of us strolling along the seafront, bathed
in Bournemouth’s best autumnal sunshine.
(Your
reporter couldn’t resist removing footwear and socks to
have a paddle in the Bournemouth briny, rather warmer
than the North Sea.) Non-stop rain on Wednesday sent
a group of us off to the excellent Russell-Cotes Art
Gallery and Museum overlooking the sea. Fine weather
returned on Thursday, so eight of us accepted an
invitation from our host minister, Clifford Curry, to take a
trip on his boat, Emily Rudkin, down river from
Christchurch to the harbour entrance. Tempted as we
were to keep going and head over the horizon and
beyond, a sense of duty prevailed, and we sailed back
upstream, under the foresail, waving to some of our
compatriots ashore who’d walked to the headland.

Next year we expect to enjoy the splendid new facilities
at Purley Chase. But we have enjoyed our two different
venues. The annual Seminar is the one occasion in the
year when the Ministers of our denomination, together
with some lay guests who have engaged in advanced
studies with SOLCe (New Church College), are able to
spend time together, learning, sharing and relaxing. For
a scattered bunch, it is a precious experience, and we
thank the Lord for it.
Bruce Jarvis

The whole of heaven is viewed by the Lord
as a world of useful service, and each angel
is an angel according to the service he
renders. The pleasure in being useful carries
him along, like a boat in a favouring current,
bringing him into a state of eternal peace and
the rest that comes with peace. This is what
is meant by eternal rest from labours.
Conjugial Love 207
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New Focus
Jesus spoke to them saying, “Cheer up! It is I; do
not be afraid.”
And Peter answered him and said, “Lord, if it is
you, command me to come to you on the water.”
So he said, “Come.” And when Peter had come
down out of the boat, he walked on the water to
go to Jesus. But when he saw that the wind was
boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink
he cried out, “Lord save me!”
And immediately Jesus stretched out his hand
and said to him, “O you of little faith, why did
you doubt?” Matthew 14. 27-31
Peter wanted to walk across the stormy seas to Jesus,
and all was well while his eyes were on the Lord. The
moment he took his eyes of him, he only saw the
terrifying elements and started to sink. Jesus said, “O
you of little faith, why did you doubt?”
But Jesus did not ask him this until he had reached out
and caught him. Clearly, there is time for help and there
is time for instruction - let’s get the sequence right!
It is only too human to see the turbulent waves and to
imagine the depths to which we could sink out of sight
for ever.
I received the copy of the Conference year Book
2006/2007, and going through it almost to the end after all the “important” business had been dealt with, I
came across (on pages 88-89) the list of the
AUXILIARY MINISTRY, 54 of them! It far outstrips the
list of Ministers who are mostly marked with * Retired or
not on active service (that includes me) or # Overseas.
That sinking list is always forcing us into gloomy
thoughts, and this has been going on for some years.

to sit passively in the pews and listen to that expiring
breed of ordained people. No, they want to stand up
and begin to do something practical for the Lord and
stop focusing on the waves of despair and look towards
the Lord our Saviour who desires to banish our
unnecessary fears and bring us a new life and cheer.
It is quite possible to see this great response and a
sense of personal responsibility as the great watershed
in this turbulent age. It may seem like a revolution, but if
the New Church cannot accept a new focus, new
thinking and a new set of priorities, it should change its
name.
For 200 years we have very largely expected our
congregations to be passive listeners except in our
singing (or when we took the children out into Sunday
School classes), but the rest was left to ministerial
responsibility. But it has not worked out like that much to
our surprise.
Should not our 200th Conference celebrate this
resurgence of desire of so many of our members to
become active and responsible for the present living
New Church which is focused wholly on the triumphant
Lord Jesus Christ? I think that all those ‘Auxiliaries’
should be given a lovely blue sash to wear at
Conference to show that we can conquer those
turbulent waves of despair!
And immediately Jesus stretched out his hand
and said to him, “O you of little faith, why did
you doubt?”
Rev Christopher V. A. Hasler

Has not the time come to refocus out thoughts on that
other list near the back of our Year Book and think
about it with a sense of thrill and joy? It is a list of
people who are focused on the Lord and are not content

The Reverend Alan Lewin
Rev Alan Lewin has accepted an invitation from 1 July 2008 to become the minister to the Michael Church,
Stockwell, London, following the retirement of the current minister. With effect from July 2007 until June 2008 Mr
Lewin’s employment with Conference will reduce to half time and he will also work half-time for the Michael Church.
Mr Lewin and his family will not move from the Manchester area until July 2008.
In the meantime consultations are planned with representatives of the local churches and area councils currently
served by Mr Lewin so that his remaining service to them can be optimised and support mechanisms identified and
discussed with them for July 2008 onwards.
On behalf of the Governing Council
Michael Hindley
Chief Executive
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Seven Notes - Seven Colours - Creation - and You
16th to 18th Nov 2007 at the Purley Chase Centre
A weekend to remember: fascinating, informative, entertaining, relaxing.
According to ancient wisdom, the number seven has great significance to life. There are seven colours of the
rainbow, seven chakras, seven notes in the musical scale and seven days of creation to name but a few.
According to Emanuel Swedenborg the great 17th Century seer, the seven days of creation in The Book of
Genesis represent seven stages of development of the human spirit. According to the Russian mystic
Gurdjieff, the seven notes of the musical scale also represent both the seven stages of creation of the
cosmos and the seven stages of creation of the human spirit. Seven notes are also fundamental to the
ancient but recently rediscovered enneagram which is becoming so popular with all kinds of groups as a tool
for character analysis. But there is something very special between the third and fourth notes or the third and
fourth days of creation.
These same concepts are also apparent in the beliefs of the ancient Egyptians and we shall be linking in with
some of these also as we look at the eternal kingdom of Osiris.
Mark Joell, John Gaffney and David Gaffney have devised a varied and informative programme that will
prove to be entertaining and useful to your life.
Mark is a true musician with a long history of playing live music to audiences. His speciality is piano and he
has worked in many areas from classical to rock to blues; two of his favourite composers are Vaughan
Williams and Pink Floyd. He has a deep interest in ‘things mystical’ and theatrical and plans to marry them
all to create a weekend to remember.
John has an interest in deep and meaningful things. He plays solo folk and ‘indie’ music in and around
Manchester.
David is the Programme Director for Purley Chase Centre; he is an ordained minister of the New Church and
runs workshops on universal spirituality.
For further details contact David Gaffney:

david.gaffney@generalconference.org.uk

www.purleychasecentre.org.uk

2006/2007 Conference Year Book – Address List
corrections:

Mrs Rebecca Jarratt 7 Almond Way, Hope, Wrexham LL12 9NZ
Mr D & Mrs C Sagar, 36 Whalley Road, Clayton-le-Moors, Accrington, Lancashire BB5 5QX
Mrs M Waugh, 15 Severn Way, Keynsham, Bristol BS31 1NU

additions:

Mr G Brackley, 3 Freckleton Drive, Bury, Lancashire BL8 2JA
Mr N Laidlaw, 35 Swan Avenue, Edinburgh EH10 6NA
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New Church Revolution and Evolution
1789 - 2007
The Annual Meeting of the General Conference of the New Church in 2007 will be its 200th
Meeting. For this very important occasion a series of articles will be appearing in Lifeline
from August 2006 to June 2007.
The article below, written by Pauline Grimshaw, is the sixth in the series.

The New Church in the Manchester and
Lancashire Areas
Ashton, Blackburn, Bolton, Bury, Failsworth,
Haslingden, Lytham, North Manchester, South
Manchester, Middleton, Ramsbottom, Rhodes, Salford,
Southport, Springhill, Stonehill, Wigan, Wallasey, and
Worsley. Not a sightseer's guide to Lancashire but a list
of some of the New Church buildings in the North West
of England that I know of, which have closed over the
past century (apart from Stonehill which closed in 1876.)
To write a short article that would do justice to these
societies as well as our present societies is almost
impossible so I have concentrated on my own society at
Kearsley as being typical of at least some of these.
Many of the societies in Lancashire can trace their
origins, directly or indirectly, to the labours of Rev John
Clowes, (1743-1831) who for sixty-two years was rector
of St. John's Church in Deansgate Manchester. Clowes
became absolutely convinced of the truths of the
Second Advent and translated many of the Writings of
Swedenborg into English from the Latin in which they
were written. He preached these truths from the pulpit of
St John's Church where they rapidly kindled the interest
and excitement of many who heard them. People
walked for miles from surrounding villages into
Manchester. A certain gentleman, Christopher Roberts
of Summerseat, walked the round trip of twenty-eight
miles. From the early 1780s small groups eager to hear,
read and discuss these new ideas sprang up in the
many small towns and villages in the Greater
Manchester area. Rev John Clowes, although remaining
an Anglican clergyman all his life, visited many of these
groups. Clowes usually managed to visit each group
every six weeks or so, and many of these early
‘receivers' were known as ‘Six Weeks' folk. At Ringley
or ‘Top o'Th' Brow', (forerunner of Kearsley and
Stonehill,) on these ‘Red letter' days a flag was hoisted
on the meeting house, which could be seen for miles
around. Clowes always preached seated, for to stand
would have imperiled his position in the Established
church. The meetings were lengthy affairs and one
elderly gentleman was recorded as always bringing “a
bacon dumpling with raisins in for his dinner.”
In these early days the industrial revolution was in its
infancy, the first trains had yet to run, roads were merely
deeply rutted, dangerous paths and travel was usually
by horseback or on foot. Rev Woodville Woodman
recorded that “A family used to walk in all weathers from
Worsley to ‘Top o'Th' Brow for a considerable distance
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Rev John Clowes
by John Flaxman about 1792
across bog and moorland to be present at worship. The
whole journey was some four miles.” Relationships
between the group at Ringley and the group at Worsley
were always very close. Woodman records that on
Christmas morning those who could sing used to visit
their friends at Worsley, where they arrived as early as
seven o'clock, and greeted them with Dr Byrom's
favourite carol ‘Christians awake.' Today's large
industrial towns were still villages and many small family
groups of handloom weavers lived in hillside hamlets.
The population explosion of the nineteenth century had
not yet taken off.
In many ways the growth of the churches in the old
county of Lancaster reflected the changes in this rapidly
industrialising society. Woodman comments that “In
Manchester and other larger towns receivers consisted
mainly of the operative classes, many of whom had little
education but possessed a deep insight into and love
for the doctrines.” Samuel Dawson visiting the group in
Bolton in 1783 found the sixteen persons there
“somewhat rough in language and manners.” Small
groups were founded and then split up as hill dwellers,
who were often spinners and handloom weavers made
their ways into valleys where the steam powered
factories began to mushroom and where the new
industrial towns began to thrive. In Manchester the
second church specifically erected “to worship the Lord
Jesus Christ according to the Heavenly Doctrines of the
New Jerusalem,” was opened at Peter Street in August
1793. This society, which later built day schools,
forerunners of the famous Manchester Grammar and

concern. A report of 1909 presented by the minister at
Kearsley records “Attendance has been 121 morning
and 149 evening. No less than 115 of our members
absent themselves from Sabbath services, whilst many
others are irregular in their attendance. There has been
a great fluctuation in the attendance at the Holy Supper.
My roll shows 80 communicants but the attendance has
averaged 21 and had a low point of twelve.” I guess that
is one respect in which we at Kearsley today surpass
those of the past!

New Jerusalem Church, Peter Street, Manchester
As published in ‘Lancashire Illustrated’ 1831
High Schools, and the society at Salford, seemed to act
as powerhouses, training and educating young men
such as Jonathan Bayley to go out and to minister to the
groups in the surrounding areas and providing teachers
in the day schools that were beginning to be established
in our churches by the middle of the nineteenth century.
As early as the 1820s there was a Missionary
Committee which prepared a quarterly preaching plan to
ensure that societies in the Manchester received visits
from ministers and laymen.
And so we can see a pattern unfolding. At first the
groups seemed only to grow slowly and the organisation
was rudimentary but as the nineteenth century
progressed, the groups which formerly met in houses
began to erect their own purpose built buildings, small
at first, and in the case of Accrington and Kearsley
capable of reverting to cottages. Societies, such as
Accrington and Kearsley, attracted young energetic
ministers and congregations began to grow rapidly.
Attacks by other denominations on the New Church
were rebuffed with vigour and often resulted in an influx
of converts.

During these Golden Years the church was the centre
not just of worship and study but also of social life.
Victorians seemed to be very fond of processions and
tea parties. A Boxing Day Tea Party of 1853 held at
Accrington had the following ‘shopping list' 50lbs of plain
bread, 22 dozen cracklings, 18lbs butter, 12 quarts of
milk, two quarts of cream, 221bs of sugar, 3lbs of tea.'
Coffee 230 buns and 230 oranges were also recorded
as being bought for New Year's Day at Kearsley in
1840. I remember at Spring Hill as late as the nineteen
fifties oranges, coffee and enormous rectangular buns
were the New Year's Day fare also. After tea social
evenings with soloists and musical items were usually
held.
The First World War perhaps marked a watershed in the
lives of our societies and changed them for ever. Many
young men enlisted in huge numbers from some of our
Lancashire societies. The ‘Young New Churchman'
magazine for 1919 records that two hundred and two
young men enlisted from the Accrington Church, one
hundred and one from Middleton and forty-six from
Haslingden. The War Memorial plaque in the Kearsley
Church has twenty-one names of those killed, including
the four sons of Rev W. H. Claxton [his youngest son
Benjamin died on 10th September 1918 - Editor] and
the son of Rev A. J. Curtis former ministers at Kearsley.
The baptismal register at Kearsley records only three
baptisms in 1917 – a low that we have still not reached
some ninety years later.

Sunday schools with large numbers of scholars were
started, primarily to teach the “Three Rs as well as
scriptural and doctrinal knowledge”. The New Church
Sunday School Union was founded in Manchester in
1840 to further this work. Soon day schools followed. I
was told at a National Sunday School gathering at
Westminster College Cambridge that seventeen
applications for New Church (Swedenborgian) day
Schools had been sent to Lancashire County Council.
By the 1840s larger church buildings were being built
but these tended to be replaced by vaster and more
grandiose buildings, often with galleries and elaborate
pulpits and furnishings from perhaps the 1870s. Many of
these buildings were financed by the new mill owners of
the industrial age as at Kearsley and Accrington. The
latter half of the nineteenth century until perhaps the
beginning of the First World War might be termed the
‘Golden Age' of the church. In 1885 the average
attendance at morning service at Accrington was 400.
There were also 679 Sunday school scholars with an
average attendance of 400+

Everyday church life resumed its normal tenor but
things were changing. During this period, immediately
after the first World War, many day schools came under
local authority control, premises had become neglected
as a result of the war, the depression began to bite and
the people were beginning to discover other pastimes
and amusements that took them away from Church life.

Yet even in the ‘Golden Years' there was cause for

(Continued on page 8)
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After the second war there seemed at first to be a
revival of interest in church life. Sunday Schools
reached a height of popularity in the nineteen fifties and
the churches provided a wide range of social activities,
but this proved to be somewhat of an Indian Summer.
The rate of change in society accelerated and the mass
acquisition of cars and T.V sets and the growing
secularisation of the whole of society contributed to a
gradual decline in our churches. Buildings became too
large/too dilapidated/too antiquated and many were
down sized for more attractive modern buildings in the
sixties and seventies. Now our problems concern
personnel, with a serious shortage of ministers and
rapidly ageing congregations.

New Church Revolution and Evolution

continued

(Continued from page 7)

Sources:

I look from my window on a crisp autumn day as I type
this and see a small yet functional building beginning to
take shape, our new hall for a new future. Further over I
see the graveyard plot where we have interred so many
friends over the years - our future and our past, together
with our church of the present in the middle. I pray that
the Lord will give us strength of purpose so that we may
be lantern bearers carrying the light of New Church
doctrine into the future.

1. A History of Bury. BT Barton 1874 Reprinted 1973
2. History of the New Jerusalem Church Kearsley
Mrs. Kershaw 1908
3. Fragments of the early Social History of the New
Church in Lancashire Rev W Woodman Intellectual
Repository 1871
4. History of the Bolton Society. H Gregson The New
Church Herald Oct 10th 1959
5. History of the Peter Street Society. Francis Smith
1892
6. History of Accrington Society. Geoffrey Brown The
New Church Herald 31st May 1958
7. The Young New Churchman Pub BNCF 1919

Pauline Grimshaw

Young Adults and Families Weekend
Bonfire weekend in November saw the second of the
Young Adults & Families weekends this year, again
taking place at Ridley Hall in Northumberland. The
theme of the weekend, led by David Gaffney, was the
life of Moses which at 120 years to cover in four
sessions was no mean feat! On Saturday morning we
concentrated on the first 80 years - Moses being left at
the Nile as a baby & later leading the Hebrew slaves.
This led to a group discussion on how we are enslaved
in this world by materialism, and the desire to want
more, when it would lead to greater contentment if
instead we could appreciate the blessings we already
have. After lunch, the afternoon trip was swimming at
Wet n Wild. Those feeling neither Wild nor wishing to
get Wet instead chose to watch the activities, enjoy a
hot chocolate, or to stay & enjoy a walk around the
beautiful grounds of Ridley. After some children’s
games, and a few fireworks (well we did have a resident
fireman in our midst after all…) we enjoyed a games
evening ourselves on Saturday night. The Guess the
Crisp game did not turn out to be as tasty as it sounded.
One popular answer of the flavour ‘Socks’ in fact turned
out to be more along the lines of Beef & Mustard. I
think we will all have a tendency now to only ever buy
plain crisps…
We began Sunday with a short service, where we were
shown the children’s hard work from Saturday - five
baby Moses’ in their baskets, a life size burning bush
(made from twigs & tissue paper) and, from the older
girls, artwork of the burning bush complete with Hebrew
writing. Following this, during our Sunday sessions, we
looked firstly at the story of the burning bush, and then,
led by Chris Banks, at the 10 commandments as given
to Moses, and their inner meanings in our everyday
lives. Then, as always, the weekend was over & it was
time for us all to brave the journey home. Big thanks go
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to all the leaders & helpers and to Jenny & Steve Jones
for running a really enjoyable weekend.
Helen Curry

Sponsorship at Purley Chase
Our sponsorship scheme has got off to a much better start
that we had hoped for. To date, the stained glass window
has been sponsored, together with 9 bedrooms at £2000
and 15 chairs at £100. However, do not be worried that you
will be unable to participate as there are still 19 bedrooms
and 118 chairs needing sponsorship.
In addition, the Governing Council has just approved the
purchase of a high quality digital piano for £2500 and we
are seeking someone who is prepared to sponsor this.
If you would like to sponsor any of these items, or to simply make a donation, please contact Nigel Sutton
( nigel.sutton@generalconference.org.uk 01283 702764 ). A record of your sponsorship will be written in a
special book by a calligrapher.
Michael Hindley

Purley Chase Open Day
Please note in your diary that the Open Day at Purley
Chase will be on Saturday, 16th June 2007. You are
most welcome to come along to join in a Service for the
Dedication of the building and for the induction of Rev
David Gaffney into his new ‘pastorate’. There will, of
course, be opportunity to explore the new Annexe and
to see the changes in the existing building. Your
children will be well looked after and entertained.

The day will run from 11.30 (drinks from 10.30) until about 16.00 and lunch and tea will be provided. There
will be no charge for meals, but donations of at least £5, the cost of the meals, will be welcome. A more
detailed timetable will be published nearer the date.
So we have some indication of the number of people coming, please inform David Haseler
( mdhaseler@tinyworld.co.uk 0121 440 8070 ). This would be particularly appreciated if you are bringing a
minibus or coach full of people. David can also help with any queries you might have.
We look forward to seeing you.
Michael Hindley

William Blake - Under the Influence
From 11th January to 21st March 2007 the British Library is putting on a display to mark the 250th anniversary of
Blake’s birth. The display includes his notebook and work by other artists influenced by him. Also on display is
William Blake’s annotated copy of Emanuel Swedenborg’s The Wisdom of Angels Concerning Divine Love and
Divine Wisdom. More information about this display can be found from the British Library website - www.bl.uk
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The New Church Orphanage
- my Testimony and an Appeal
When either parent dies, a child becomes an orphan.
Our dad died, age 40. That left mum widowed, age 36,
and us four children orphans.
It can be a useful tool to blame someone for a
catastrophe. The blame for dad’s death rests squarely
on Adolf Hitler and the Nazis, and consequently the
family’s predicament. It was wartime, so there were no
doctors to attend dad. Many of them were with the
forces, checking the health of recruits and attending to
the wounded, rescued from the strandline of Dunkirk.
Now dad’s business had been in decline since the first
months of the war. Two of his key workers were drafted
into the army and few people, when bombs were falling,
sought dad’s firm for painting, decorating and house
repairs. Anyone who could leave the area did so; to
safer parts of Britain. A month before dad’s sudden
death, we children, now evacuees, had moved a
hundred miles away. Isolated, I heard about the loss of
dad, and cried just the once.
Dad had always been a faithful provider, but what
provision he had made was cruelly cut. The modest
business debts took a substantial slice of the Dad’s life
policy payout by the Legal and General, so there was
much less in the kitty for the family he had left behind, a
mere 30 shillings a week. And it was before the days of
the Welfare State.
Now that’s where and when Providence stepped in.
Family connections with the New Church went back
over 100 years. Dad, born into a New Church family,
had been a tuneful tenor in the choir, and Sunday
School superintendent. Our well-beloved minister wrote
a moving obituary for the New Church Herald. Ten days
later he approached the New Church Orphanage and
explained our predicament. Within four weeks the
Orphanage fund came up with money grants that for the
next nine years were to help mum keep us in modest
comfort, once she had gathered her brood under a
cottage roof, far away from any intense bombing. Mum
remarked later that the fact that there were so many war
shortages, made things a bit easier to cope with our
reduced circumstances. Pretty well everything was
rationed, so we were not much more deprived than the
population at large! But we did suffer, in small ways. I
remember particularly the chilblains – every winter and
nearly every toe. We had one (cold) tap, one open
range for cooking and heating, unless it was
exceptionally chilly when Grandma (another member of
the cramped household) had a fire in the minute grate in
her part of a curtain-partitioned bedroom. Whatever the
weather, Grandma used to knit our socks.
Orphans realise that they are different – there were the
four of us in my class at school, known in our set as “the
no-dad lads”. There was no father figure for our family,
a profound black hole. But mum’s love of us, love of the
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New Church and her timid confidence and love of
humanity kept our family intact and secure. So, whilst
aware of our lot and loss, we were nurtured proud and
fit for purpose as members of the New Church.
A meeting of the Orphanage Board granted mum, for
three of us, a total of 15/- (fifteen shillings – 75 new
pence) a week. (A man’s average weekly wage then
was about £4). The grant rose gradually to £3.00 in later
years. Mother supplemented her income for the next ten
or more years in a host of ways; by caring for two
evacuees, working on a farm – scything thistles and
topping sugar-beet – for a shilling an hour, coaching
daughters of a farmer and a bishop, char-ing for Jews
and gentiles; those tasks that I can remember. Isolated
from our home territory too, we nonetheless had
‘Outreach’ contact with our minister and with a New
Church 15 miles away; too far to go there to church
though. So mum and family swelled the numbers at the
local Church of England chapel where we used the
Book of Common Prayer and prayed for the men and
women in the forces.
The New Church Orphanage, founded in 1881 (in
memory of his young wife Hannah) by Edward H
Bayley, never possessed a fixed orphanage building,
but simply assisted with monetary grants the families
who had suffered the loss of a father. Visitors are
appointed who hold a watching brief. In post-war years
the organisation changed its name to the New Church
Children’s Society and became a registered charity,
number 209126. Its accounts are published annually,
though intimate details of its charitable work are kept
mum among those who are close to the Society’s board.
It considers applications and the visitors advise and
distribute its funds. In a small organisation like the
British New Church, this low-key way of working is
understandable – it buffers reluctance to apply for help
and keeps an almost confessional scrutiny on the
respected persons whose judgment the wider Church
members simply take on trust.
In the 1930s and 40s, the New Church Orphanage’s
total income from its bank account investments appears
to have been only about £20-25 per year, so in all the
years that mum received grants, it must have been
mostly regular donations that were distributed to us and
other wards in the Orphanage’s care. The sole invested
fund between about 1927 and 1945 was £250 of War
Loan (and later Hull Corporation stock), a gift or legacy
from a Mrs E A Garnett; who, incidentally, also gave like
sums to New Church groups at Preston, Blackpool and
Southport. Donations to the Society in recent years are
a modest £4,000 per year, though fortunately its reserve
funds provide investment income that is at this time the
main source of money for distribution; about £18,000
annually.
A look at recent accounts shows that the New Church

Children’s Society operates extremely efficiently. Its
administration costs are under £70 per year, less than
1% of its outgoings. Unlike the larger national charities,
it has no paid employees, no directors, no fundraisers to
earn commission. Nor will its board (as far as I know)
embarrass you by sending a few coins, or a ball-point
pen, or a set of raffle tickets, or an umbrella or cards
with an impertinent invoice. You will not be phoned (as
far as I know) to cajole you to set up a direct debit.

editor of Lifeline. Either would vouch for the broad detail
of this article. Also, although I know some members of
the New Church Children’s Society’s board members, I
am an outsider, with no personal knowledge of their
workings. What I have done here, sixty years on, is to
state my touching faith and give my personal testimony
of the care that the Charity bestowed on one family –
united in grief, but succoured through the Lord’s
Providence.

However here is a rare direct appeal! And it’s from me,
this orphan, now past his three-score years and ten. I
acknowledge my own and my family’s debt of gratitude
for the foresight of E H Bayley and the 120 years of his
successors who gave birth and succour to this small but
purposeful charity. Moreover, whilst extreme poverty
barely exists in Britain, I am assured that there are still
pressing calls on the Society’s funds.

So now the invitation! Will you consider annual or life
membership of the New Church Children’s Society, or
otherwise bolster its financial strength by gift or
bequest? I hope that my testimony will not fall on stony
ground.

Let me hint about myself – the storyteller. I don’t wish to
reveal my identity, beyond assuring you, dear reader,
that my name is disclosed in confidence to two persons,
one member of the Children’s Society Board and the

Details about the New Church Children’s Society may
be obtained from New Church Local Correspondents or
through its secretary, Dr G C Bentley, 18 Farley Road,
Derby DE23 6BX;
tel. 01332 343176.
Gift Aid
declarations can also swell donations.

Changes at the New Church College
Anne Cansell and Sarah Talbot have resigned their positions at the College,
and the Council is grateful for their work that has enabled the College to keep
running smoothly during the recent years of transition. We are particularly
grateful to Anne who has been at the College for almost 30 years, during
which time she has worked with 5 Principals.
Until further notice, would you please contact Rev Rita Russell
( rita.russell@generalconference.org.uk 01332 606551 ) on any academic
matters and myself ( mdhaseler@tinyworld.co.uk 0121 440 8070 ) on any
administrative or business aspects of the College’s work?

Annual Meeting of the New Church College
Please note in your diary that the Annual Meeting will be held at the College on Saturday, 30th June 2006 at
14.30. In addition to the business meeting, there will be an introduction by Rev Michael Stanley to his new
book, ‘Personal Revelation, a guide to a personal interpretation of the Book of Revelation’. This will be
followed by a short talk by Rev David Lomax, Principal of the College, who will explain how the subject
matter of this book relates to the way SOLCe approaches learning.
More details will be published nearer to the date.

David Haseler
Secretary

11

Secret Garden
– rediscovering the source of our inner peace and creativity –
Secret Garden is symbolic of the inner experience of interconnectedness, peace and joy that is paradoxically
both ephemeral and enduring.
This workshop will be led by Helen Brown and will involve storytelling, music, sharing and meditation.
Held at Greenhill New Church on 17th March 2007 10am - 4pm.
Cost £10 (concessions £8)
For further details contact Hilda Johnson ( 02087772780 )

Lifeline Online

www.new-church-lifeline.org.uk

Don’t forget that an archive of Lifeline is now available online ( including all of 2006 ) and from April 2007 the
online issue will be available simultaneously with the printed publication.
The Commentary of the Gospel of John written by the late Rev Paul Vickers and serialised in Lifeline is now
available on the Lifeline web site as a complete downloadable document. Select Resources on the Home
Page and follow the links for the Commentary.
The Image Library now includes a wide selection of pictures from all Conferences from 2000 to 2006.

Email Address Changes
Rev Mary Duckworth

mary.duckworth@generalconference.org.uk

Kathryn and Phillip Brooks

pnbrooks@tiscali.co.uk

Rev Alan Hardy

alan.hardy@talktalk.net

Lifeline

Contributions should be sent to the Editor, Alan C Misson
27 Woodland Way, Shirley, Croydon, CR0 7UB Tel: 020 8777 5098

Email: alanmisson@btinternet.com
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