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Lifeline
‘Incarnation’
We are accustomed to celebrating the New Year on January 1st, but did you know that the Christian calendar (or
year) actually begins on Advent Sunday? This day falls on the fourth Sunday before Christmas, which is always the
Sunday nearest to November 30th and which this year happens to fall on its earliest possible date of November 27th.
Advent Sunday is the beginning of the new Christian cycle and it is an ideal time to make a fresh start in our spiritual
lives.
The word ‘Advent’ means ‘arrival’ and Advent Sunday anticipates the arrival among us of Jesus Christ. Advent
Sunday begins four weeks of preparation for Christmas. During these four weeks the secular world prepares itself
with an excess of shopping and busyness, but in so doing it misses the essential point of Christmas, which is to
catch a glimpse of God and to be changed by the experience. There is a special word that sums up what is involved
in all this, namely ‘Incarnation’. To become incarnate is to be embodied in flesh, which is exactly what happened at
Christmas when, "The Word became flesh and dwelt among us" John 1:14.
Noble qualities and virtues can only be known through their embodiment in some tangible form. For example, how
could we know anything about "beauty" except through its incarnation in a flower, a rural scene, a pretty woman, or a
glorious sunset? To understand beauty in the abstract is almost impossible, but when we look at these physical
forms we are in touch with beauty and are able to appreciate what it is through its incarnation.
By His very nature God is beyond our knowledge and understanding. He is Divine and we are human; He is Infinite
and we are mortal; He is Eternal and we are in time. God is thus other than we are and as such is beyond the grasp
of our senses or the comprehension of our mental faculties. Such an invisible God is not only unknown to us but is
also irrelevant to our lives. There is no point of contact between Him and us, and so our lives are bereft of any
comfort and help that He might have to offer. It was for this reason that God needed to show Himself to us in human
flesh and thus make Himself known to us: (Continued on page 2)
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vision of God’s kingdom
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"God the Father is invisible, and therefore
unapproachable and incapable of being linked to
man. That is why He came into the world, and
made Himself visible, approachable and capable
of being linked to, This was exclusively so that
man could be saved."
True Christian Religion 538
And so Jesus said,
"No one comes to the Father except through me"
John 14:6
By looking at Jesus Christ we meet God the Father and
learn of Him. By the Incarnation an unbreakable link
between God and the human race is forged. Through
the Human that He has taken upon Himself God is
present in every aspect and detail of our lives, having
something relevant to say and offer to us at every point.
In Jesus Christ we can now access the perfect comfort,
strength, and hope that we need to enable us to be
changed for the better and to live good and happy lives.
What better Christmas gift could there be?
There is surely nothing more important for our wellbeing
than to catch a glimpse of God and be changed by Him.
Advent and Christmas offer a glorious opportunity for
this. It is important not to waste this special season in
an excess of consumerism and self-indulgence, but to
use it to good effect by linking up with Jesus Christ. As
we open ourselves up to Him in reading the Word,
prayer, and repentance, so God's life is born in us and
we are transformed by it.

This new relationship with God will bring countless
benefits that will still be multiplying long after this year's
Christmas fare is finished and the presents forgotten.
May this Advent be a new beginning for us and may this
Christmas mark the birth of God's life in our hearts and
minds.

Rev Robert A Gill

From the Writings ...
In the process of taking on a human manifestation, God followed his own divine design. Now, because God
came down, and because he is the design, there was no other way for him to become an actual human being
than to be conceived, to be carried in the womb, to be born, to be brought up, and to acquire more and more
knowledge so as to become intelligent and wise. Therefore in his human manifestation he was an infant like
any infant, a child like any child, and so on with just one difference: he completed the process more quickly,
more fully, and more perfectly than the rest of us do.
The Lord’s life followed this path because the divine design is for people to prepare themselves to accept God;
and as they prepare themselves, God enters them as if he were coming into his own dwelling and his own
home. The preparation entails developing a concept of God and of the spiritual things related to the church that is, developing intelligence and wisdom.
It is a law of the divine design that the closer and closer we come to God, which is something we have to do
as if we were completely on our own, the closer and closer God comes to us. When we meet, God forms a
partnership with us. The Lord followed this design even to the point of union with his Father.
True Christian Religion 89 extract
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Rev Bruce Jarvis - Retirement Celebration
There were lots of secret meetings and planning before
invitations were sent out to celebrate Rev Bruce Jarvis’
retirement. What a wonderful event it turned out to be!
We were invited to attend Whitburn Community Centre,
on Saturday, 6th October at 6pm.It was amazing that
about one hundred and fifty people gathered to take
part in wishing Bruce well in his retirement. Family,
friends and colleagues were present, some having
travelled from far and wide.
The evening was opened with a welcome by our MC,
Keith, followed by tributes to Bruce from Peter and
Maddy. They expressed heartfelt appreciation for all
the hard work and support he had given over the twenty
two years as Minister of Seaburn New Church and in
the local community. He has such warmth and
understanding of others, and will be sorely missed by
everyone he has come in contact with.
Bruce responded by telling us how much he had
enjoyed his time at Seaburn Dene, and how important
the family of the church, and the family of the
community had been in his life. He intended to remain
at Seaburn, so would be able to keep in touch with
everyone. He told us he was looking forward to his trip
to Mauritius, and would start his journey on 9th October
for four months.
Maddy then presented Bruce with a cheque and two
paintings, painted by a local artist Bob Ford, and chosen
by Bruce. One of the pictures was of the Lake District,
which was where Bruce had spent many happy hours
climbing the fells. The other was of the sea crashing
over Roker rocks by the lighthouse, which was a familiar
sight for Bruce. Bruce was then invited to cut the two
cakes, beautifully baked and iced by Jenny. Keith then
read an amusing poem about a granddaughter ‘losing’
her grandfather on the computer.

After the enjoyable buffet, the Ladies Fellowship was on
stage. They had thought long and hard as to what to do
and finally decided to sing three appropriate songs as a
group. Before we started, Nora told Bruce how much we
had enjoyed his ‘popping in’ at our Wednesday
meetings and having a cup of tea and a chat. We hope
he will continue to do so whenever he has the time.
Back to the singing - one of the songs was ‘The Happy
Wanderer’ accompanied by four of our ‘musicians’. It
caused some amusement when they produced tin
whistles from the Guitar and Violin cases! This was the
quietest the children had been all night, and Bruce’s
twenty two month old granddaughter was mesmerised
and never took her eyes off this performance! Finally,
Dorie paid her tribute to Bruce.
We then had two country dances organised by Janet.
This caused much merriment as we took time to get
organised, but managed in the end, although some lost
their partners in the process!
A very appropriate and clever poem written by Pat for
the occasion was read by Elizabeth. Bruce, who is not
used to sitting back, then led us in the dance, ‘The
Blaydon Races’, which was his usual way to conclude
our church socials. We danced and sang with great
gusto! We followed this with ‘Auld Lang Syne’ and
Bruce ended with the Blessing.
We had had a lovely time, tinged with some sadness.
Thanks must go to Tonia for her skill in making the hall
look so festive with her handiwork, Dorothy for the
flower arrangements, Keith for the professional
programmes, and the committee, Mary, Joan, Tonia and
Maddy, who organised the evening, which was enjoyed
by all.
We all wish Bruce a very happy retirement, and look
forward to his return.
Audrey Anderson
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The Upper Room
From 11th May 1974 to 1st February 1975 the Herald, the forerunner of Lifeline, published
a series of fifteen Meditations by Rev Brian Kingslake using the title - The Upper Room.
His mediations and the accompanying prayers seem as relevant today as they did over
thirty years ago and are now re-published in Lifeline in the same series.
The term ‘Upper Room’ can be seen as representing the higher levels of our minds into
which enlightenment from the Lord can flow when we seek to know the truth and wish to
apply it in a life of usefulness to others. Such enlightenment involves our coming closer to
the Lord just as the disciples came close to Him at the Last Supper.

Rev Brian Kingslake
1907 - 1995

2. “A Sense of Guilt”
READ

Luke 9:57-62

A sense of guilt is the feeling of self-criticism, anxiety, even self-loathing, which comes over me when my conscience
tells me I have been responsible for some wrong. The fact that I feel guilt is evidence of health. It shows that my
conscience is sensitive, that the "gauges and indicator needles on the dashboard" are working satisfactorily. But on
no account should I ignore it. I must set out to rectify the situation, by obtaining forgiveness from the Lord, and doing
whatever I can to put things right - even submitting to punishment if necessary, though not seeking it. If I don't react
properly to my feeling of guilt and deal realistically with the situation, then the guilt will become a cancer in me,
destroying first my conscience and then everything else. It is dangerous to allow guilt feelings to continue after they
have served their purpose. Have I any such unfinished business that needs dealing with? How about seeing to it
today?
PRAYER

Dear Father, make me, fully aware of Your merciful forgiveness of my past sins, so that I do not feel guilty any more.
Clear me completely, I pray; may I start afresh, unsullied by my former mistakes and follies, with the whole wretched
load lifted from my back. Let the dead bury their dead; I will arise and follow You!

Spiritual Wisdom - Visitors
The Spiritual Wisdom web site
has now been running for over
30 months. The chart on the
right shows the number of
visitors each month which has
grown considerably but has
now reached a plateau at about
3000 each month or 100 a day!
The total number of visitors
over the 30 months was 47501.
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In the same period the total
number of pages downloaded
was 161043.

The Church I Love
Approximately twenty friends from North
Lancashire, North Manchester, Cumbria
and Yorkshire gathered at Accrington for a
day of discovery about the church we love.
Mary Duckworth and Michael Stanley were
the leaders. Mary opened with worship in
which we meditated on a passage from
Ezekiel which speaks of a shepherd caring
for his flock. Michael followed by speaking
of our church’s teaching on “What is
Church?” We contemplated the “universal
church” which is among all peoples of
differing religions and no religion. Michael
spoke of the church that is within each one
of us. We were able to recognise that
although our small organised church is
apparently in decline, The Lord’s Church is everywhere
around us. It is for us to recognise in others the
presence of the Lord. We were assisted in our
understanding by looking at diverse pictures of trees,
people or ruins in which we looked for what they said to
us about church. The morning session ended by our
sharing together what each of us had seen of church in
a particular picture. This was most illuminating as
church was seen in so many ways by the different
members. This was quite inspiring as it broadened our
thinking and deepened our understanding of church. At
this point we retired for a shared lunch. A splendid
spread of food replenished our bodies in anticipation of
an afternoon continuing our discovery.
In the afternoon we were invited to choose a
photograph from a wide range of pictures, which we felt
spoke to us of church. We were then given a text from
the Word in the form of a bookmark and a quotation
from the Writings. We separated into small groups

where we shared our thoughts on these three and what
they said about church to us. This was quite a moving
experience as individuals spoke of their feelings. In
these groups the reality of the wideness of the church
was so well expressed by the members of the group.
To round off we retuned to the full group and were
invited to articulate how the day had broadened and
deepened our understanding of “What is Church?” At
this point there was such a wonderful sphere of worship
as most members spoke of what the day had meant to
them, offering their thoughts in an act of thanks to the
Lord for this special gathering. Thanks were expressed
to all those who had contributed to this day, with a
desire to have the opportunity to meet together for
further sessions of discovery. We left the meeting with a
beautiful bookmark made by Barbara Stanley and a
feeling that the Lord was truly on that place.
Jean Chambers

New Church Historical Society
The New Church Historical Society recently made its
own history by holding a midweek three-day GetTogether at Purley Chase Centre. Twenty-three people
attended from the length and breadth of England, plus
two from Stockholm, and we were treated to a full,
varied, and very interesting programme of talks and
discussion. The Society’s Annual Lecture was given by
Dr Ronald Lampard and had the intriguing title of ‘A
Tale of Two Book Cases’. These book cases were
made by his grandfather, one when he was quite young,
the other much later in his life. The first contained the
works of Charles Dickens, the later one housed the
writings of Swedenborg. Dickens had been influenced
by Swedenborg, and we were shown many examples of
his obvious knowledge of Swedenborg’s ideas and
5

buildings connected with the New Church of his time.
Pauline Grimshaw had done a great deal of research
into the lives of two ‘Lancashire Worthies’, John and
William Westall. Cousins, they both became New
Church Ministers, one in America and the other in
England. Pauline had photos to show, and had had
quite a good time doing her research, judging by her
enthusiasm for the subject. Two intrepid travellers with
cameras at the ready are Maeve and Peter Hawkins,
who have managed to photograph most of our church
buildings still in existence, and several which have been
either demolished or put to other uses. They appealed
to everyone with a camera to make a record of existing
(Continued on page 6)

(Continued from page 5)

buildings, both inside and out, and of any people they
can, with names, dates, and further details, and to pass
these on to Conference’s Library and Archives
Committee, who will be very pleased to receive them.

Norman Ryder puts his ‘stamp’ on the proceedings

Presentation by Maeve Hawkins

Patrick Johnson told us how much archive material
there is in the store rooms at Swedenborg House in
London. The collection is there for research purposes;
and anyone wanting to use these resources can get in
touch with the Committee, whose members will do their
best to help. Nigel Sutton has many family papers
relating to the Sutton family and their New Church
connections, and he shared with us glimpses of a large
and not wealthy family in the West Midlands in the
nineteenth century.
Howard Turner spoke of the importance of keeping our
tapes and compact disks up to date and in good
condition. Modern technology is moving and changing
so fast that what is new today is outdated tomorrow.

In Memory
A lifelong Christian, Lemuel became a member of the
New Church in Mauritius about 25 years ago. For much
of that time he was one of that loyal band of laypreachers who ensure that, in the absence of any NewChurch minister, a Sunday service is held in each of the
congregation’s two places of worship. Lemuel also
served on the church committee, was at one time
church-secretary, and more recently acted as treasurer.
But on becoming a member of the New Church Lemuel
did not cut himself off from other Christians. On the
contrary he continued to attend and speak at weekday
gatherings of people belonging to various Christian
traditions, and he involved himself in the activities of the
Bible Society in Mauritius. Everyone loved Lemuel, for
he was always kind, gentle, and considerate. I have
been told that in his daily employment he was the
favourite counter-clerk of people who came to pay their
electricity bills. In the past few months Lemuel had been
very ill with cancer, which was obviously a hard time not
6

Norman Ryder collects postage stamps! Not just any
stamps, though, but those with any connection to
Swedenborg and the New Church - and what a lot there
are! He showed many of them to us, tracing their links
with our history, from Swedenborg’s visits to London to
the first New Church funeral and on to modern New
Church events illustrated on postage stamps across the
world.
At the end of a busy and interesting forty-eight hours it
was agreed that we must meet again like this in a year
or two - so allowing for further research, for which
several suggestions were made. Those of us who
attended express our thanks to all who worked so hard
to give us such an interesting time.
Book the date - the Historical Society’s second GetTogether, Tuesday to Thursday, 13 to 15 October 2009,
at Purley Chase Centre.
Mary Burnley

Lemuel Braunau 1949 - 2007
only for him but also for Christina his wife, and for his
two children by a former marriage, Rebecca and Noe,
both of whom were baptised in the church at Curepipe.
Lemuel died early in the morning of 25 September, and
his funeral took place late in the afternoon of that day,
led by Pierre Baissac, who tells me that ‘Rebecca said
some very nice words about her father’. Every seat in
the Curepipe church was taken, and many were
standing at the back; clearly Lemuel touched so many
people’s lives.
Just before leaving Mauritius last April I visited Lemuel
in his own home. When we said goodbye to each other
we both recognised that it was most unlikely that we’d
ever see each other again in this world. However, his
parting words to me were, ‘We shall meet again in the
Lord.’ His trust in our Lord was as lovely as his
courtesy and kindness shown to everyone he met.
Rev John Elliott

November Weekend - 2007
A happy group of just under 50 people
gathered at Purley Chase on the first
weekend in November for a weekend
of friendship, fellowship and fun. The
age range was wide, starting at 3½
months up to the more mature
members!
The weekend was hosted by Hazel
and Geoff Nicholls and the adult
sessions led by Helen and Andrew
Newton. We were looking at the
subject of ‘What makes us happy?’
and yes chocolate was in there
somewhere! We looked at the
constituents of happiness and tried
exercises in how to combat the things
that challenge that happiness. It was
very enlightening!
The children were led in three groups by David Gaffney,
Rita Russell, Tonia Osborne, Carolyn Kennion and
Rachel Lewis. They did a wonderful job and the children
played a major part in our worship on Sunday morning
with their dramatic presentations.
The social side of the weekend began with a scavenger
hunt on Saturday afternoon for families and anyone else
who wanted to join in and it was wonderful to see the
array of natural materials brought back! Early on
Saturday evening we had a bonfire and fireworks which
made the weekend unique! Later on in the evening we
had some games and quizzes for the adults and older
children, it was a great time to socialise and mix with
everyone.
All in all it was a lovely weekend and although there
were a lot of us it was a really nice group who mixed
well and hopefully had great fun!
Hazel Nicholls

The New Church College
Administrator - New Position
There is a vacancy for an Administrator to support the Principal, Rev David Lomax, following his move to
Manchester where he will be working from The College.
Details are currently being finalised, but if you would like further information about this position, please
contact David Haseler
44 Michael Court, Birmingham, B5 7TS
e-mail: mdhaseler@tinyworld.co.uk
phone: 0121 440 8070
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Secret Garden
On arrival at Purley Chase Centre, I was very impressed
by luxurious new wing to the mid Victorian house, and
was pleased that many of the fine features of the old
entrance hall had been retained. We were a small group
of eight women for the Secret Garden weekend workshop
on 19 -21 October, ably facilitated by Helen Brown and
Rita Russell. It was a sunny weekend that included some
enjoyable early morning walks and some leaf clearing
and bulb planting in the magnificent gardens that
surround the centre. The weekend was very varied with
plenty of time for discussion, and we enjoyed ourselves
with a re-enactment of the Biblical story of the Garden of Eden and the retelling of the New Testament parable of the
sower. We also had time to watch a Warner Bros film entitled The Secret Garden, based on a book by the Victorian
novelist, Frances Hodgson Burnett. All these activities were interspersed by meditative circle dances to the
accompaniment of beautiful music. It is always a pleasure to be at Purley Chase and spend time with others in such
a spiritual setting. The meals were exceptional and if you haven't visited the centre yet, I would recommend it.
Wendy Stokes

Forthcoming Publication
The Swedenborg Society is pleased to announce the forthcoming publication

A Lexicon to the Latin Text of the Theological Writings of Emanuel Swedenborg
(1688-1772)
This Neo-Latin lexicon (or dictionary) was edited by the late John Chadwick, the classical scholar who was
and still is renowned throughout the world for his work in the decipherment of the ancient Minoan script Linear
B. But he should also be remembered as the lexicographer who served for a number of years as an editor of
the Oxford Latin Dictionary.
The publication of the lexicon will take place on Thursday 17 April 2008, at the Friends Meeting House, 173
Euston Road, London NW1, during a daytime conference to be held there. The principal speakers at this
conference will be:
Professor Anna Morpurgo Davies, colleague and friend of John Chadwick, who will speak about
Lexicography
Professor Dirk Sacré, co-author of Companion to Neo-Latin Studies, who will speak about the current
state of Neo-Latin scholarship
Rev Dr Jonathan Rose, John Chadwick’s appointed successor, who will speak about the newly
published lexicon.
Although this lexicon covers the works of a single author it is thought to be the first dictionary, as distinct from
a word-list, of Neo-Latin words and their usages. The hope is that it will become an aid not only to
Swedenborgian scholars and to Neo-Latinists, but also to theologians, philosophers, historians, and others
who handle the texts and documents of those in recent centuries who wrote in Latin.
For more information:

website:
e-mail:
phone:
mail:
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www.swedenborg.org.uk
richard@swedenborg.org.uk
swed.soc@netmatters.co.uk
0207 405 7986
The Swedenborg Society, 20-21 Bloomsbury Way, London WC1A 2TH

Magi from the East
"We have come to worship Him" Matthew 2:2
For Christian believers, the whole nativity story of Jesus'
birth is filled with beauty and wonder, none more so
than those verses in Matthew's record which relate the
coming of the Magi bringing gifts of gold, frankincense,
and myrrh. But it is also a part of the birth narrative
which has suffered most from distortions and additions.
Centuries of tradition and dramatized presentations
rather blur the simple details given in the Gospel. Some
of these "additions" are not especially harmful, but we
need always to be careful what we do with the
Scriptures. It is an important teaching of our Church that
this "sense of the letter" acts as a container and support
for the higher levels of meaning concealed within it.
Young children, in particular, need to know the
Scriptural record as it has been preserved for us
through the Lord's providence, and not an adapted or
romanticized version of it. That is why some modern
translators stick more closely to the original Greek text
of the Gospel and use the word "magi" for these visitors
to the infant Jesus.
It was Tertullian, an early Church Father, who first
introduced the idea that they were kings. Origen,
another early Father, came up with the number three,
probably deduced from the three gifts. Sixth century
documents mention specific names, and somewhere
along the line one of them became dark-skinned!
Scholars postulate theories about their place of origin,
and scientists play around with ideas about

astronomical events to explain the "star in the east". By
the way, it was the magi who saw the star, not the
shepherds: they saw an angelic choir.
The fundamental point is that, even though our natural
curiosity may be stirred, and our imagination activated,
we don't actually need to know any more than Matthew
tells us. The Scriptures are not provided as accurate
historical records, that is not their purpose. They have
been given so that we might be put in touch with
spiritual realities about ourselves, and with the purpose
for our existence, and so that we might discover the
truth about the kind of Heavenly Father we have, who
makes all things and sustains them in being.
I always think it is helpful for us to think about the magi
after Christmas itself, during the time known as
Epiphany. (The term comes from a Greek word
meaning "manifestation" or "showing".) Worldly
timetables rather pressurize us into leaving the story
behind on Christmas Day.
We cannot tell exactly when the magi arrived at
Bethlehem, but it is likely to have been some weeks or
months after the birth of Jesus. What we can know is
that a knowledge of ancient prophecies about the
coming of the Messiah had been preserved among
Gentile people far away from the land of Israel. So when
their inner eyes were opened to see a star shining in the
heavens (forget about natural phenomena!), the
knowledge was there to enable them to recognize its
significance. They knew it to be a sign of the birth of the
promised Saviour.
Their arrival in Jerusalem shows us how the Church,
even when it is in a thoroughly decadent state and
incapable of responding to the Lord's presence, still has
the capacity to point genuine seekers to the source of
all truth. The teachers of the Law searched their
Scriptures, and came up with the answer: Bethlehem.
The actions of the magi when they found the house
which was home to the young child and His mother
surely never fail to move us. No false pride or
reservations. These noble dignitaries fell on their knees
and worshipped the Child who would become the
Saviour of the world.
Such simple humility by the magi is an object lesson for
us members of the Church. We can be in the Lord's
presence whenever we open the channel of
communication. Then it is that, as we open our hearts
and offer to Him the gold of love, the frankincense of
true faith, and the myrrh of an obedient life, we give
back to our Heavenly Father the treasures which He
has first placed in us.
Rev Bruce Jarvis
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A Fellow-Evacuee?
The year of my life which began in June 1940, just after
Dunkirk, was one of unexpected disruption. Along with
most of the children where I lived, my brothers and I had
to leave our home and our parents at short notice, and
we were taken to various towns in the midlands as
evacuees. We were warmly welcomed into our hosts'
homes and families, and our school teachers did much
to see to our well-being. However the situation became
harder for us to cope with when our father passed away
very suddenly after we'd been away just a month or so.
I don't know how many times I've read or heard the
story of Joseph and Mary and Jesus having to leave
their native land and escape into Egypt, but only
recently has it occurred to me that that our Lord also
was an evacuee. Joseph had much shorter notice to
move than we did, being warned by the angel in the
middle of the night to move his family with absolutely no
delay. Their evacuation experience involved not just a
day's train journey like we had, but a long and weary
treck over wild country.
We're not told what the Lord's family experienced in
their new surroundings, or how long they had to remain
there until the angel gave Joseph the 'all clear'. There's
a comforting hint in the first part of Berlioz's oratorio
'The Childhood of Christ' that, after experiencing
rejection from some of the Egyptians, the Holy Family
were warmly welcomed into the home of some
Ishmaelites, fellow descendants of Abraham. Perhaps
our Lord's time as an evacuee played some vital part in
preparing him for his work of saving the human race.
I feel that I learnt much from my own experiences of
being away from my much-loved home town, from the
church where I was brought up, from friends and my
wider family, and especially from the loss of my Dad's
earthly presence.
The strange thing to me is that now, many years after
my evacuation experiences, I'm more fully recognising
the kindness of the families I was billeted with and the
concern of my schoolmasters, concern for our welfare
as well as our education.

Our memories are wonderful God-given gifts, and can
often help us to see His hand in things that have
happened, sometimes many years ago.
I wonder what our Lord learnt from His evacuation
experiences. I feel these thoughts might help me to
recognise the reality of Jesus' humanity. Like you and
me, He had to learn; from His family; from His
synagogue, from the scriptures; and perhaps from His
experience of growing up, in Egypt and in Nazareth. He
had to learn what His awesome task was to be and how
to go about it. And, like you and me, some of the most
important lessons must have come to him from the less
pleasant experiences He went through.
Thank you, Lord, for looking after me, and helping me to
continue to learn from the sorrows and worries of this
life as well as from the many good things.
Geoffrey Cunningham

Thou must leave thy lowly dwelling,
The humble crib, the stable bare.
Babe, all mortal babes excelling,
Content our earthly lot to share.
Loving father, Loving mother,
Shelter thee with tender care!
Loving father, loving mother,
Shelter thee with tender care!
Shelter thee with tender care!

Blessed Jesus, we implore the
With humble love and holy fear.
In the land that lies before thee,
Forget not us who linger here!
May the shepherd's lowly calling,
Ever to thy heart be dear!
May the shepherd's lowly calling,
Ever to thy heart be dear!
Ever to thy heart be dear!

Blest are ye beyond all measure,
Thou happy father, mother mild!
Guard ye well your heav'nly treasure,
The Prince of Peace, The Holy Child!
God go with you, God protect you,
Guide you safely through the wild!
God go with you, God protect you,
Guide you safely through the wild!
Guide you safely through the wild!

The ‘Shepherds Farewell’ from ‘The Childhood of Christ’ by Hector Berlioz
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New Church House
Due to the retirement of Mrs Mabel McCallum, New Church House in Manchester will need a new treasurer
starting from May 2008. This is a voluntary position but would give satisfaction to someone with interest in
bookkeeping etc. Access to a computer, and IT skills would be necessary, and also attendance at New
Church House at least four times a year. Help and guidance for the job would be available as needed.
Please contact Mrs McCallum on 0161 432 5362 for further details.
Jean Chadwick (Secretary)

Young Adults Weekend
Christianity in the Changing World - The Four Individual Gospels
25th - 27th January 2008
Leader: Clifford Curry

Hosts: Helen and Daniel Curry

This is a new weekend for young adults (18+), providing the opportunity to explore the distinctive
contributions the church’s teachings make to the understanding of the Bible and the living of the message of
the gospels. If you are a young adult who wants to discuss your beliefs with other young people and learn
more about the New Church and its teachings, as well as sharing fun & friendship, then we'd love you
to come along - whether you’re in your late teens, twenties, thirties or beyond! The weekend will be a mix of
lively, relaxed discussion sessions & social time, fun and games!
If you want to find out more please contact Helen Curry at curry.helen@gmail.com

Weekend Retreat at Purley Chase Centre
‘At Sea with God’
7 - 9 March 2008 starting with Friday evening meal and ending after Sunday lunch
Leaders:

Mary Duckworth and Clifford Curry

This weekend is an opportunity to withdraw from the busyness and concerns of everyday living and set aside
time to enable and develop our individual relationship with our Lord God. The leaders will facilitate an
exploration of our inner spiritual life by comparing it with a sea voyage, considering for example ‘what sort of
boat am I in?, what cargo or baggage do I take on board?, what course do I follow?, who is at the helm?,
how do I steer into harbour?. Those attending the weekend will be offered plenty of time and space and quiet
for meditation, reflection and prayer. One or two meals will be taken in silence.
Cost:
Deposit
Bookings:
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£64 for dormitory accommodation and £80 for either single or twin with en-suite per person
non-returnable deposit of £30
Marion Curry
(to whom cheques should be made)
1 Creedy Drive, Wick Lane, Christchurch, Dorset, BH23 1NX
marion@skipem.force9.co.uk
01202 476856

Letters
Dear Editor,
Thanks to Geoffrey Cunningham for
reminding us of Saul and David, and
what we might learn from them It’s
easy to overlook them because
Swedenborg did not systematically
expound their story. (If he had done
there would have been another book
as long as Arcana Caelestia!) His
occasional brief mentions of them
leave me, for one, painfully full of
questions. New-Church scholars
have written (and preached) a good
deal about them, but still nothing like
enough. William Bruce’s The First
Three Kings of Israel and Hugo
Odhner’s Saul, David and Solomon
are both quite selective. (Is there
something more thorough that I’ve
missed?)
Maybe it’s a good thing! This could
be a great opportunity we all need to
try seeing the Word’s meaning
ourselves. (An enjoyable one too, for
these are some of the best yarns in
the Bible!) Most of us worry that ‘we
might get it wrong’, and of course we
need to be humble and tentative in
our interpretation but, so long as we
are looking for true guidance on life,
we may be shown real truths. (See
for instance True Christian Religion
231.) That does not mean we shall
see the same truths as everyone
else. ‘Experts’ like Odhner, Bruce
and others don’t always see the
meaning alike, yet each has some
real insights, and we may too.

It’s difficult though to get started,
since the literal stories are often
puzzling. There are so many
characters and places, knowledge of
customs and earlier events is
assumed, and things don’t tie up
properly. So I have recently been
attempting a guide to the stories,
character and importance of David
(which obviously involves Saul), a
fair part of which will be a ‘Who’s
Who?’ – and a colourful bunch of
characters they are! I shall make
suggestions as to meanings but urge
people to read and reflect prayerfully
themselves.
Geoffrey’s article provides a good
general idea but we can go on to
ponder the meaning of countless
details, also some broad themes, for
instance:
David’s complex relationship with
the members of Saul’s family (A
picture of how our growing spirit
deals with the outward forms it is
outgrowing?)
his resentful dependence on his
army commander, the shrewd but
sinister Joab (though eagerly
aspiring to authenticity, still
needing sometimes to calculate
and dissemble?)
the number of Gittites (men of Gath
- Philistines!) in David’s life, not just
Goliath, but King Achish whom he
pretended to serve, Obed-Edom
who cared for the Ark, and Ittai,
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one of his most loyal officers (some
form of faith alone, not always
opposed to spiritual growth)
Yours sincerely,
Rev Ian Johnson

Dear Editor,
Your August 2007 issue included an
article by Rev Ian Arnold about his
visit in May with Rev Trevor Moffat,
sponsored by Conference, to the
New Church of Southern Africa.
Sadly, the article refers to the
unmarked graves of the late Rev
Obed and Mrs Eulalia Mooki. Mr
Arnold has launched an appeal to
provide an appropriate gravestone
estimated to cost around £3,000.
Some early donations, principally
from Australia, mean that £2,000 is
needed.
The Governing Council has agreed
that the Conference will coordinate
the appeal and donations, large or
small from individuals or societies,
would be very welcome. These
should be sent to the Treasurer of
Conference, Mr Nigel Sutton, 42
Hillside, Findern, Derby DE65 6AZ.
Yours sincerely,
Michael Hindley
Chief Executive

69, Wingate Drive, Whitefield, Manchester, M45 7GX
phone: 0161 766 9584

Contributions should be sent to the Editor, Alan C Misson
27 Woodland Way, Shirley, Croydon, CR0 7UB Tel: 020 8777 5098

Email: alanmisson@btinternet.com
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