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Conference 2007 Service Address
“ Losing and Finding Your Life ”
Readings:

Matthew 10.27-39 Arcana Caelestia 141

Text:

Matthew 10.39
He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for my sake will find it.

Doctrine:

Arcana Caelestia 141
So much can be said about us having a sense of our own life: how that feels to someone
who’s very physical, how it feels to someone who’s more spiritual and to someone who’s
more celestial. To a very physical kind of person it must feel like it is everything. If someone
like that were to lose the sense of having his own life he would perhaps think he was dying.
A more spiritual person is a bit the same because although he understands that the Lord is
life itself, it is more a matter of what he says and not so much what he deeply feels. A more
celestial person, though, acknowledges that the Lord is the all of life, because he perceives
it in himself. Nor does he ever long for his own independent life. Even so, in spite of not
wanting it, the Lord gives him his own life which is given with a full perception of things that
are good and true, and with complete happiness. Angels have a life like this, and they feel it
is their own, and at the same time they have an unbelievable peace and tranquillity because
their own life has the Lord within it.
(Continued on page 2)

Conference 2007 Service Address

1

Notices

3

Ephesus

4

Purley Chase Open Day

6

One Fine Day

8

Hymn Competition

8

The New Church of Southern Africa

9

Purley Chase Events

12

Purley
Chase
Open
Day
See pages
6 and 7

August 2007
Number 355

1

Our mission is to express, share
and experience with others in life
an inclusive, non-judgmental
vision of God’s kingdom

(Continued from page 1)

What I hope will happen while I’m talking is that you will
lose the sense of me standing here speaking and you
will go off into some wonderful train of thought about
something I may say. I think that’s what’s actually meant
to happen. Some memory, some association for you
yourself. I could even go further and say that what’s
ultimately meant to happen while your listening – or
rather not listening – is that you get a sense of the Lord
with you in some way, something of the Lord, something
about him, and from him, because by that point, if it
happens, I will have disappeared and so will you, and
there’ll only be the Lord here. And that of course is the
greatest truth we have: there is finally only the Lord.
Those kind of experiences are wonderful. They
transport us. You might even find that some ache or
strain temporarily goes away while you are outside
yourself. But it – the transportation – won’t last that long
of course because it’s not meant to, at least, not here.
There are things to do in this world. But thank heavens
it does happen sometimes.
I have a theory that at some point after we die, these
moments I’m describing get more frequent and last
longer until they virtually merge and become
permanent, so that we are fully in the spirit, fully being
who we really are and no longer caught up in
appearances so much. I sort of can’t wait. I think it’s
what’s meant when it says that no one after death is
allowed to be in two minds: what you do and say will
match what you want and feel inside. And in my theory,
just as these moments we get here at times don’t last
long because there’s lots to do, in the next life, the
moments when we have to think objectively and make
decisions will be relatively brief because almost all the
time we are being happily and freely led by the Lord and
so we are being ourselves. And when it’s like that, time
is completely meaningless.
So, finally there is only the Lord, and yet the Lord keeps
making new people who come into existence for three
important reasons: one, to live for the sake of others;
two, to enjoy being who they are, and three, to have
these amazing experiences of being taken over and
discovering in some way that there is really only the
Lord. And that’s where it gets a bit mysterious: the more
you feel there is only the Lord, the more you feel
completely you. The more you acknowledge the Lord,
the freer you are to be you and yet the more you know
you are the Lord’s.
There is a lot to be said for genuine anonymity. Not the
self-deprecating kind which is a bit suspect, but the real
thing. Quietly helping something happen, or someone
feel better and then just moving on, without thought of
reward. Someone came and said to Jesus, “Good
Master, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” and Jesus
sort of stopped him and said, “Why do you call me
good? No one is good but one, that is, God.” And while
Jesus went on to talk about the commandments, he had
already identified how to inherit eternal life – don’t be
called good or want to be called good because all that is
not yours, it is God’s.
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Jesus put this another way too. He said, “He who finds
his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for my sake
will find it.” That’s not everyday language, is it, and put
like that, it gives you the sense that something very
powerful is being said. Leave the second part for the
moment and let’s think about the first part of it because
it’s quite a serious warning. “He who finds his life will
lose it.” Just think how often you have heard those very
words and not really though that much about them. “He
who finds his life will lose it.”
Sometime last year I was idly thinking about water,
perhaps because there isn’t much of it where I live in
Australia. I once even wondered if it was ever going to
rain again. But I was thinking about this water and what
it does and how we use it and how it gets recycled. And
then I went onto the spiritual level of it and remembered
all the helpful correspondences like drinking and
washing and water finding its own level and being
transparent, just like truth, and then I stopped in my
tracks dumbfounded. But water evaporates. Water
evaporates! That’s terrible! Not water evaporating of
course, that can be pretty good on a washing line, but
truth can evaporate if you’re not doing anything with it
and it’s just lying around. So is that what Jesus meant
when he said, “He who finds his life will lose it” ?
What’s “finding your life” though? Surely that must be
like creating some kind of image you present to the
world, one which looks really attractive and gets
admired. Maybe you’re looked up to and that feels
good. Perhaps you get a following. You become a local
guru – G U R U (gee! you are you!) And you play the
popularity stakes. Or it could be much quieter but just as
invidious; you could know ever so much, the Bible, the
teachings, but none of it ever translates into moulding
you towards personal change and growth. So eventually
it will evaporate, and what is there left after
evaporation? Nothing. Thin air. The one thing I am quite
sure of about the afterlife is that whatever isn’t attached
to us, detaches. You can’t have your love and some
conflicting idea. “No one can serve two masters. Many
will say to me, Lord, Lord, did we not do mighty works in
your name? Depart from me, I never knew you.”
So that first part is very dire in its implications. It
sometimes bothers me that we tend to put out a very
attractive message that all good people go to heaven
and if they had wrong ideas here, it will all get sorted
out. It’s not quite enough. The good has got to come
from your heart more than from your hands.
Then Jesus reverses it and says “He who loses his life
for my sake will find it.” I’m sure by now you get the
idea. No song and dance. No outward show and being
liked and liking being liked (Jesus said people like that
have their reward!) but that lovely involvement, being
part of everything and quiet anonymity, just for it’s own
sake because finally God is everything but uses you in
the process. Every angel in heaven – countless trillions
– simply work on the basis, From God, through me, out
there. They certainly don’t exclude themselves or their
part in it – they have found themselves but they lose
themselves to God in the process of joining in. In fact, it
goes like that all the way from God down to here.

Divine, celestial, spiritual, natural angels, people here
and through them out there and back to God. A bit like
the water cycle or truth cycle. “For as the rain comes
down, and the snow from heaven, and do not return
there, but water the earth, and make it bring forth and
bud, that it may give seed to the sower and bread to the
eater, so shall My word be that goes forth from My
mouth; it shall not return to Me void, but it shall
accomplish what I please, and it shall prosper in the
thing for which I sent it.” (Isaiah 55.10-11)
Well now … did you go off somewhere special,
somewhere interesting? I hope so, and you might have
come back and joined us from time to time. But I’d like
you to try and stay with me for the rest of the sermon if
you will. Maybe we should all just breathe in and out
deeply a couple of times and if you want to, rub your
eyes and face but take your glasses off first.
OK. I’ve been using a kind of top-down vertical model to
think about losing our lives in serving the Lord. From
God, through me, or us, and out there. Pass it on. Now I
want to turn the whole thing, the same thing, into a
horizontal model and acknowledge, on this 200th
anniversary of Conference, the incredible legacy of
continuity and successive generations from 1789 to
2007. I don’t mean Conference meetings but the whole
thing, passed on. There must have been times when the
Conference wondered if it had a future, if it was doing
the right thing, and times when it hoped that it was
going to change the world. But the reality is that people
inspired people who inspired people and every
generation received things and passed on things so that
the process continued amazingly well, through the
Industrial Revolution, Victorian life, 2 World Wars, and
today’s email, internet and websites. Full churches to
google groups. And all the time the part in it of amazing
people who hopefully just never knew what an
inspiration they were to others, and don’t we all tend to

link our own deepest beliefs with people who fired us up
to make them ours too? But it’s the Lord really. Here’s
one delightful cameo of New Church history to honour
this sequence. Two men, two ministers, sat in a
Bloomsbury café over tea and cakes round about 1952.
They’d been discussing the state of the church and the
generation above them, faults and virtues. Suddenly
one reached out and touched the other’s hand.
“Herbert, do you realise, it’s now with us, and not them.
We mustn’t look elsewhere. We must be up and doing.”
And the other replied, “Dennis, I believe you have
touched upon a very vital point there.”
Continuity. I’m going to leave you with the picture of
Moses, now old, who has led Israel from Egypt to the
borders of Canaan. He struck the rock twice and for that
moment of hesitant doubt learned that he would not
enter the land himself. But the Lord took him up Mount
Pisgah and showed him all the land, “the land of Gilead
as far as Dan, all Naphtali, and the land of Ephraim and
Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far as the Western
Sea, the South, and the plain of the Valley of Jericho,
the city of palm trees, as far as Zoar. Then the Lord said
to him, ‘This is the land of which I swore to give
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it to your
descendants.’ I have caused you to see it with your
eyes, but you shall not cross over there.”
That is vision but it is also true reality. Finally everything
is the Lord, and not us. May we see the vision, feel the
use, choose not to interfere, pass it on with grace, and
simply be involved in losing ourselves in it, losing our
life for His sake and thereby finding the life that the Lord
gives, to each person in turn and to all people.
Jesus says, ‘He who finds his life will lose it, and
he who loses his life for my sake will find it.’
Rev Julian Duckworth

Notices
Birth:
Lara and Tim Nicholls are pleased to announce the safe arrival of Arran Lewis born on Tuesday 10th July 2007.
A baby brother for Jason. We have been truly blessed with two wonderful boys.
Email address changes:
Zoë Brooks
David Lomax
Patrick and Hilda Johnson

zoe.brooks@generalconference.org.uk
david.lomax@solce.org.uk
plhgjohnson@tiscali.co.uk

Thanks
I would like to thank everyone who has sent cards and letters, wishing me well for my ministry training. They have
been very much appreciated! I am aware that some people have sent letters to the address in this year's Year Book,
which was printed wrongly. I am sorry if I have not acknowledged any messages, and wanted people to know that
this is because I may not have received them if they were sent to the wrong address.
Thank you for your kind thoughts. Becky Jarratt
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Ephesus
To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: The
words of him who holds the seven stars in his
right hand, who walks among the seven golden
lampstands. I know your works, your toil and your
patient endurance, and how you cannot bear with
those who are evil, but have tested those who
call themselves apostles and are not, and found
them to be false. I know you are enduring
patiently and bearing up for my name's sake, and
you have not grown weary. But I have this
against you, that you have abandoned the love
you had at first. Remember therefore from where
you have fallen; repent, and do the works you did
at first. If not, I will come to you and remove your
lampstand from its place, unless you repent.
Revelation 2:1-5
Ephesus was the capital city of the Roman province of
Asia. It was the largest harbour on the Aegean Sea and
a city with a great population reaching nearly 250,000
people in Roman times. In the days of the Apostle John,
Ephesus was the converging point for important trade
and military roads and a wealthy city with a cultured but
corrupt community. The city was famous because of its
temple of Diana which was considered as one of the
seven wonders of the world.
Paul established a church in Ephesus on his 2nd
missionary journey, and later spent three years there.
The Epistle which we know as Ephesians was written by
Paul to the Christian church in that city. John had his
vision, recorded in Revelation, on the island of Patmos
which was on the route from Ephesus to Rome.
According to tradition, John came to Ephesus and
brought Mary with him and after his exile in Patmos he
returned to Ephesus where he later died and was
buried.
The Book of Revelation opens in chapter 1 with a
greeting to the 7 churches in Asia and then a vision of
the Son of Man. Then chapters 2 and 3 describe the
messages to the 7 churches of Ephesus, Smyrna,
Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and
Laodicea.

The Library at Ephesus

Like all the other messages there is a mix of good and
bad that is being revealed in what is said to Ephesus
and it starts with the good, which is probably the best
way to gain the listener’s attention.
I know your works, your toil and your patient
endurance, and how you cannot bear with those
who are evil, but have tested those who call
themselves apostles and are not, and found them
to be false. I know you are enduring patiently and
bearing up for my name's sake, and you have not
grown weary.
Does this ring true for you. Does it reflect perhaps how
you feel about the church and more importantly how you
feel about yourself? Do you feel that you toil with patient
endurance?
Well I think we do much of the time but I am not so sure
that we have not grown weary! Nevertheless there is
encouragement in these words. But what follows,
comes as a bit of a blow to our pride.
But I have this against you, that you have
abandoned the love you had at first.

We can think of these messages or revelations on
several levels.

This is a very stark revelation. Our first love has not just
diminished a little, we have abandoned it completely!

Firstly we can look at them as simply describing the
state of the newly established Christian churches in
those cities and what was wrong and right with them.

What does this mean and can it be true? Our first love
means the love we consider our first priority or the love
that is first in importance. Jesus made it very clear what
this should be:

Secondly we can understand the messages as showing
us the various spiritual states that can develop in the
church in general.
And thirdly we can see these revelations as describing
something of our own inner personal state, or if you like,
the church within us.
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A new commandment I give to you, that you love
one another, just as I have loved you, you also
are to love one another. By this all people will
know that you are my disciples, if you have love
for one another.

Our first love or our first priority as a church or as an
individual is to do good for others.
But the state of the church or our inner state meant by
Ephesus occurs when we have abandoned this clear
priority in life and have fallen back to giving priority to
what we believe rather than what we can do with that
belief!
In other words if we concentrate on our teachings and
the development of our faith for their own sake rather
than for the sake of learning how to do good for others,
then we have become like Ephesus.
But note what is then revealed:
Remember therefore from where you have fallen;
repent, and do the works you did at first. If not, I
will come to you and remove your lampstand
from its place, unless you repent.
There is a way back.
If we have abandoned our first love then the clear
message is to repent and to once again do the works
you did at first. But there is also a warning that if we do
not repent our lampstand will be removed.
If you will excuse the pun, this is one of those places
where the spiritual sense shines brightly through the
written text.
Remember the Psalm: Your word is a lamp to my feet
and a light to my path.
What enlightens us is our understanding and use of the
truth just as the lampstand lights the room. And the
revelation here is that if we fail to use that truth to do
good for others then it will ultimately be removed. What
light we did have will fade and disappear.
The message ends with the invitation:
He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
says to the churches.
We hear when we obey what is revealed to us in this
message to Ephesus, a message which has a clear
parallel in John 21:1-14 which describes the postresurrection appearance of Jesus when the disciples
had returned to their previous life of fishing.
Recall that the disciples, led by Peter, go fishing at night
but they catch nothing. But the morning comes and then
the Lord himself suggests that they try fishing from the
right side of the boat. They follow his simple instruction
and a miracle occurs, the nets become overloaded with
fish.
The assumption is that that the first time around the
disciples cast their nets from the left side of the boat
and in the dark.
Simply put the left refers to the truths of faith while the
right refers to the good of love.
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If we keep to the left and make our objective one of faith
alone, if we seek truth for its own sake, or try to
persuade others of the importance of our teachings in
their own right we will fail, just as the disciples failed to
catch any fish. We will toil all night and not catch
anything.
What the Lord teaches here to the disciples and to us
as well is that our motive must be right sided.
Our desire must be to seek in the Word truths that we
can apply to life and which will change our hearts.
We must seek to show how the teachings of the Church
can be applied to life and how they can change life for
the better. Going fishing on the right side is all about the
good of life, not the truths of faith.
So we can see that the priority for us to do good for
others is pictured as fishing on the right side in John’s
gospel and as our first love in the revelation to John
about Ephesus.
To conclude here is an extract from Apocalypse
Explained 9:5 concerning the Apostle John:

A fifth secret is manifest when it is known that
John represented the good of love, namely, what
is signified by the words of the Lord from the
cross to the mother Mary and to John:
When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple
whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his
mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” Then he
said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And
from that hour the disciple took her to his own
home. John 19:26, 27
By "mother" and by "woman" is here meant the
church, and by "John" the good of love; and by
the things here said, that the church will be where
the good of love is. From this it can now be seen
how great secrets lie concealed in the Word,
which are laid open to those only who know its
internal or spiritual sense.

To the one who conquers I will grant to eat of the
tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.
Revelation 2:7
Alan Misson

Open Day

The Purley Gates

“Would it seem a very different place now, or would it
still feel like the much loved Purley with its own very
special sphere which has drawn us back year after
year? Well, it was amazing! Yes, there was still a
lovely welcoming ‘feel' to the place, but what a
difference! To greet us, brand new imposing gates set
in a beautiful new curved brick wall with gleaming
letters announcing ‘Purley Chase Centre', instead of a
gap in the hedge! “

“On arrival at Purley Chase our first
impression was of the beautiful trees as
we walked through the new gate. As
this was our first visit to Purley we were
interested to see what everyone had
talked about. We were not disappointed!
We wandered round the house looking
at the old and the new and the changed.
It was very impressive.”

Reception Area and paintings by Vanessa Sutton

The Terrace

“The weather had brightened up so that we could
enjoy the views of the grounds. Those of you who
have been to Purley before will have really appreciated
how much it has changed and would have felt
something of the 'WOW' factor. I particularly liked the
terrace and am really looking forward to sitting out on
it. It will be really great too, to sleep in the new en-suite
rooms and not to have to wander the corridors at night
looking for the loo! Stunningly colourful paintings
adorned the reception area and the corridors.”

The Dining Room

Stained Glass Window by Gwen Payne
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“A new meeting room with a specially designed stained glass window,
an altar and lectern made from wood, and a stand made for the Bible
from the beautiful copper beech tree which had had to be cut down to
make way for the new extension.“

16th June 2007
“We were impressed from the moment we saw the new
gate and drive, leading the eye to the considerably
wider set of buildings. During the last 12 months the
1980s single storey extension has been demolished, to
make way for a new 2 storey extension that is
approximately the same size as the existing building.
The enlarged centre will accommodate up to 60
people, 27 in the new annex with en-suite rooms.
The old entrance is being replaced by a conservatory,
as the new annex incorporates the entrance, with
reception and office setting a high standard for the rest
of the building. I felt that I was in a purpose designed
centre, rather than converted private house. “

The New Entrance and Car Park

“After lunch we adjourned to a
huge marquee in the grounds for a
service of dedication led by Rev
Mary Duckworth and an 'Induction'
of David and Anne Gaffney into
their respective roles by Rev
Christopher Hasler. We had a very
spine tingling singing of Jerusalem
accompanied by the superb
keyboard playing of Mark Joell.”

The New Annex and Terrace

“The floods came and the wind blew; the
roof gulley flooded and water came into
the house. The electrical power and
water supply were cut off at 7.00 AM of
the Open Day. Taps were left open and
flooded the Worship Room when the
water supply was restored. Many more
than the expected (350!) arrived. Despite
all this Anne and David Gaffney kept
smiling and were admirable as host and
hostess. A great deal of work has gone
into the redevelopment. The result is
overwhelming.”

Listening ‘Intently’

Comments reprinted from
the Seaburn Dene, Derby,
Kearsley and Keighley
Newsletters

Anne Gaffney
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Revs Christopher Hasler, David Gaffney, Mary Duckworth

One Fine Day

Purley Chase Centre 16th June 2007

I was awoken on The Day at 07.00 by a phone call
telling me that there was no electricity, so I hurried over
to Purley to be met by a huddled group of refugees in
Reception illuminated by the emergency lights. Well, at
least we had proved that these worked. By this time, we
were also without water. No water equals no drinks and,
more importantly, no toilets. However, an expedition
had cornered the local bottled water market and a train
of aid-workers brought a supply in. This action had the
desired effect and the electricity came back on, eliciting
cheers from the huddled masses who had been
dreading a dark, waterless future.
A trip up the road brought the good news that; ‘Yes, the
water is back on’ as the electricity had re-activated the
pumping station. The good news, but not a supply of
water, was brought back to Purley. An expedition
descended to the Plant Room (so called because it
contains no plants) and the efforts of the Carpenter and
the Golfer got the water flowing.

cheered up the refugees who were now flooding in from
all over the country in coach-loads, becoming more
huddled by the minute. Lunch followed; what a feast for
the refugees who had queued patiently expecting a cup
of soup and a handful of rice. Fortunately they were
unaware of the blocked toilets.
What fun we had! How we joked all afternoon about
whether the next disaster would be an earthquake or a
tsunami. Was it bad enough for a visit from Prince
Charles? And so we returned home rejoicing.
Little did we know that, that very same evening, there
was a short, intense hail storm that blocked a roof-drain
causing water to flood into the building, bringing down 3
ceilings. Shortly after, roofers ascended to repair the
leak only to descend rapidly chased by the contents of 3
wasp-nests, suffering only one sting between them. We
are now confidently awaiting the locusts and lice.
David Haseler

And the rain stopped and the sun came out together
with hot drinks, and there were rumours of lunch. This

Hymn Competition
1. Lift your hearts and lift your voices.
Praise the Lord whose love is true.
Thank Him for His gracious promise,
“Lo, I will make all things new”
Mighty Saviour, King of Heaven,
Breathe your Spirit through our hearts,
Breathe your Spirit through our hearts.
Tune: Cwm Rhondda

We would like to thank all of the competitors for their
entries to the Hymn Competition. We were surprised
and delighted by the number of entries we received - 17
in total. It was very difficult to choose between some of
the entries, but we were able to come to a final
decision. Below is the winning entry, by Clifford Curry,
which was sung during the Musical Extravaganza at
Conference.
We would also like to thank Alan Misson for collating the
entries, and for keeping the names of the authors a
secret until after the judging had taken place!
Becky Jarratt, Bruce Jarvis and Rita Russell

2. Break the seals so long unbroken,
Liberate your Living Word.
Mount your steed O peerless rider,
Lead us onward Risen Lord.
Mighty Saviour, King of Heaven,
Breathe your Spirit through our hearts,
Breathe your Spirit through our hearts.
3. Overthrow the fears that rule us,
Through the clouds of heaven come.
Shine within the scripture’s story,
Glorious light of heaven’s sun.
Mighty Saviour, King of Heaven,
Breathe your Spirit through our hearts,
Breathe your Spirit through our hearts.

Clifford Curry
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The New Church of Southern Africa

May 2007

For decades now the growth, exuberance and
colorfulness of The New Church of Southern
Africa has fascinated, inspired and encouraged
its many friends overseas, most especially in
Britain and in Australia. Indeed, old reports,
articles and even booklets published about it tell
us this has been so right from the beginning. The
story is a fascinating one. In 1909 Rev. David
Rev Henry T Kalo
Mooki, a minister of The African Catholic Church,
discovered a second-hand copy of “True
Christian Religion” in a Bookshop he was
Church of Southern Africa took
passing in Krugersdorp, near Johannesburg.
place. At a time when nonTaking it home, he read it assiduously; began
recognized Churches were
preaching the Teachings he found there;
required to close down The
determined with his members to be part of The
New Church mission, a
New Church he read about and began a quest to
recognized Church, agreed to
find other such organizations around the world he
The Ethiopian Catholic Church
was certain must exist. In 1911, on January 25th
amalgamating with it, the key
he and his ‘converts’ broke away and held the
stipulation being that its
first Conference of what they called THE NEW
ministers undergo a course of
CHURCH OF AFRICA, later that year – and at
training in New Church
long last – making contact with The General
teachings. Numbers are hazy
Rev Paul Kunene Rev Ian Arnold
Conference in Britain. (Interesting isn’t it that with
but it could be that some
reference to the old ‘separatist’ and ‘non-separatist’
25,000 people came over to The New Church at this
debate here is an instance of a spontaneous separatist
time, plus some 100 clergy. It is interesting that having
initiative, an external organization of the New Church
proved unworkable the law was repealed a few years
being quite independently established).
later and whilst The Ethiopian Catholic Church in Zion
reformed and reclaimed its separate identity (and still
All of 6 years later, in 1917, and after an explorative visit
exists) many of its members and clergy chose to stay
by the Rev J.F Buss to South Africa, to check it all out,
with the New Church.
The General Conference in Britain formally adopted
THE NEW CHURCH OF AFRICA as The New Church
It is not surprising or unusual that following a long
Native Mission in South Africa and from then on, right
incumbency by a strong and noted leader a period of
through to 1970, sent out a succession of its ordained
adjustment follows. It did do, post 1990 and the passing
ministers to serve for varying lengths of time as
of the Rev. Obed Mooki. His successor, also a visitor to
“General Superintendents”. For most readers those still
the UK, (as Obed had been on several occasions), was
most widely remembered will almost certainly be the
Rev. Johnson Kula, a visionary in his own way and
late Rev. Brian Kingslake (1950-1962) and the late Rev.
ambitious for the Church, to lift standards, provide
John O. Booth (1962-1967). In 1968, and at the
payments for ministers, and launch a new building
commencement of a short transition period to
programme. In 1992 the first stage of a College building
independence overseen by the late Rev. Eric Jarmin,
programme, a building comprising bedrooms for 24,
the Rev Obed S. D. Mooki was appointed the first black
kitchen and dining room, was completed and dedicated.
General Superintendent. In 1970 The New Church of
But then difficulties arose leading to division and the
Southern Africa became fully independent and the Rev.
emergence of two “wings” of the Church, one with
Obed Mooki its first President, a role he held until his
headquarters in Orlando and the other with its
passing in 1990.So many of us remember with great
headquarters at Bloemfontein. In 1996, and within a day
admiration and affection Obed and his lovely wife,
or so of each other, Rev Kula and his wife Beauty,
Eulalia, both ideal ambassadors of the Church in South
passed into the spiritual world.
Africa whenever visiting overseas. Remarkably, and
from its inception, The New Church of Southern Africa
In Orlando the new President was the Rev B Paul
and before that the “Mission”, trained its own candidates
Kunene and in Bloemfontein the Rev Henry Kalo who
for ordained ministry at The Mooki Memorial College. In
had stayed at The New Church College, Manchester, in
every instance the General Superintendent and later the
1993. Whilst a stand off continued for 8 years yet all the
President has served, ex officio, as Principal of the
while, and to their great credit, these two leaders kept
College, situated as it always has been adjacent to the
open channels of communication leading, in 2004, to
Church at Orlando where, too, the President is Minister.
Rev Henry Kalo relinquishing the Presidency of the
Bloemfontein “wing” to become Vice-President of a
In 1961, now some 46 years ago, one of – if not the
reunited Church under Rev Paul Kunene. In 2006 Rev
(Continued on page 10)
most significant developments in the history of The New
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Kunene retired and at the annual
Conference held then, from 4
candidates Rev Henry Kalo was
overwhelmingly elected the new
President. The May 2007 annual
Conference was to be the first of the
reunited church over which he would
preside.
It is amazing how what is intended
and hoped for can be thwarted and
yet, looking back, we can see
something at least of the Lord’s wise
Providence in it all. Whilst planned
for 2 or 3 years previously it was just
this year, 2007, that circumstances
fell into place for me to visit the
Church in South Africa again, the
first time since 1997 when I visited
with Rev. Norman Ryder. This time
the visit would be shared with Rev.
Trevor Moffat.
Training the Trainers Workshop
We arranged our arrival in time to
Back l - r: Rev Jantjie Hlapane, Rev Thabo Mabaso, Rev William Mooki
lead a 3-day “Training of the Middle l - r: Rev Trevor Moffat, Rev Herbert Komane, Rev Henry Kalo, Rev Ian Arnold
Trainers” Workshop, Thursday to Front l - r: Rev Fezile Booi, Rev Levy Tshabalala, Rev Kenneth Khambule
Saturday, May 24th to 26th. There is a
splendid group of tutors at The Mooki
Memorial College and these were 3 stimulating days,
now for the organizing of food, clothing, medical and
exploring doctrinal topics and insights; proving, too, an
hospice care for HIV and Aids victims throughout
opportunity to update on resources, to review new
Soweto. Rev. Kalo preached at this moving Service, a
approaches and teaching methods and to examine
mix of victims and Carers coming forward at one
together the practicalities of theological education in a
poignant part to light candles placed in the form of a
fast changing South African setting. Trevor, too, at Rev.
large Aids support logo.
Kalo’s request, led sessions each day on Counselling.
And Rev Chris Bown, one-time General Church minister
Worship in our churches in South Africa is to be
in Colchester, now Pastor of the Buccleuch Society of
experienced, it being just so difficult to describe it or do
The General Church, situated between Johannesburg
justice to it in words. It is so full of joy, wonderful singing
and Pretoria, joined us for part of each day.
and harmonizing, people so completely absorbed in it
all, time an irrelevance, state being everything. And so it
Even before the Workshop got under way we were at
was for the Service in the Orlando church on Sunday,
the Orlando Church first thing on the Thursday morning
May 27th. We think of 3 and ½ hours (which it was) in
terms of a marathon and clock watching. But this is to
for a special Service for victims of Aids and HIV
come from the wrong place! In Africa, worship is about
sufferers, and their Carers. The premises at Orlando,
connection and connectedness, community, fun,
specifically one of the old School classrooms, is used
inspiration, times of laughter, even times of tears;
people so beautifully tuned in to each moment as it
unfolds.

Altogether different, quiet, emotional and more reflective
was a visit that afternoon to the unmarked graves of the
late Rev Obed and Mrs. Eulalia Mooki. Nine of us
formed a circle around the graves for prayer and also
for support for Rev. William Mooki, their older son and
only surviving child. It is a responsibility Rev Kalo
accepted, on behalf of The New Church of Southern
Africa, to erect appropriate grave stones to honour the
service and leadership Obed and Eulalia gave over so
many years.

Rev & Mrs William Mooki
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Some 54 of a possible 73 ministers gathered for a preConference Ministers’ meeting in the Orlando Church
on Monday, May 28th, juniors and seniors, probationers
and presiding ministers. And then, Tuesday morning
onwards, it was into the annual Conference, an amazing

Church to develop new programmes and to work on
making Services stimulating and within easy, enjoyable
reach of the young.
Right now, too, The New Church of Southern Africa is
eager to renew, refresh and build on relationships with
sister New Church organizations overseas. We were in
awe of the discipline, pride in the Church and loyalty of
everyone we met and of the commitments of the
ministers all of whom – other than the President – are
unpaid.

At the Mooki Graveside

Opening Service in the Church being held with all but 1
of the 54 ministers present robed and taking part in a
magnificently colourful procession. That evening the
Orlando Society put on a Welcoming Reception, a
kaleidoscope of colour, speeches, good, wry, humour,
and wonderful items from the Orlando New Church
choir.
As for the Conference itself, well, it was just like
Conferences are! First the appointment of Sessional
Committees, also of marshals to police the doors (!),the
Signing of the Roll, payment of registration fees and
food money, Reports, questions, discussions,
explanations, meal times, talk time, friendships
renewed, spirits uplifted, and just such a positive spirit
abounding.

Around Orlando a refurbishing project is under way. The
familiar complex of buildings, now some 80 years old
and never intended to be other than for the short term
are having work done on them. The old College is being
turned into offices to serve as an administration centre.
And there is a renewed determination to push on with
the re-building of the new College, Stages 2 and 3. Of
great pressing need, when part at least of this work is
completed, is for new pathways and drive ways to be
laid, the present being dangerously broken up and a
hazard to negotiate (if you dare!).

Sons of the New Church in Uniform

What is truly astonishing is just how much has been,
and continues to be, accomplished with so little! But f
course there is a limit. Looking to mark and celebrate
the centenary of the founding of the Church in 2011 the
goal is to have the ‘headquarters’ premises, the Church
and its surrounds, renewed and updated, and Stage 2
of the College built. It is ambitious, of course! But with
prayerful and financial support from overseas, coupled
with their own fund raising, it is achievable.
Young ladies in Junior League Uniform

We found the Church in South Africa to be in wonderful
good heart. It has come through difficult times, has set a
new course, and has a dynamic young President and a
strong Conference Council working with him. Following
ordinations at the Conference Service on Sunday, June
3rd there are now some 80 ordained clergy serving
some 350 Societies and Groups. There is
acknowledgement of rapid change in South African
Society and of the Church’s need to respond positively
to this. There is a determination to lift the standard of
theological education and to both provide and
encourage ongoing education for already ordained
ministers. In his President’s Address to the Conference,
Rev. Henry Kalo noted the challenge to hold the interest
of children and young people and challenged the
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There is a thrilling, throbbing, vibrancy, about The New
Church of Southern Africa, wonderfully playing out all
that is said of the Africans in the Writings of our Church,
a people “who receive the goods and truths of heaven
more easily than any others.” (AC 2604); and "who
surpass the rest in powers of inward judgment." (TCR
837).We tasted, savored, enjoyed and will never forget
what we experienced of this in May 2007.

Rev Ian A Arnold

Purley Chase Events

Summer and Autumn 2007

28 - 30th August, 9 - 11 November Spiritual Growth Workshops ‘Overcoming Fear’
In an atmosphere of love and trust we will be examining the fundamental origin of all basic human fears and how our
fears might be best and most wisely faced, responded to, and overcome so that we can move forward more
confidently into the future with a deeper sense of inner security and peace. Leader: Michael Stanley
14 - 16th September

Sacred Dance Weekend ‘Breath of Life’

Come and explore what it means to be human, filled with God’s breath every moment. We shall dance, reflect,
explore, meditate, worship and relax. Leaders: Mary Duckworth and Rita Russell
21 - 23rd September

Giving Voice Workshop

To express musical harmony with the human voice is an expression of the social harmony of the heavens but in a
pure form which transcends ordinary understanding. This workshop addresses our innate ability to work with
harmony with our voices in such a way that we connect with the deep origins of life bringing feelings of deep inner
peace and well being. An ability to sing is not required! Leader: Jill Rakusen
12 - 14 October

Retreat ‘Finding our Spiritual Way’

'Where am I?' 'Where am I going?' This retreat offers you the opportunity to take time out of your busy life and
explore and reflect on your personal spiritual journey. There will be quiet space for personal reflection, group sharing,
circle dancing, acceptance and respect for different pathways, care and support, some concepts of spiritual
journeying from a Swedenborgian perspective. All spiritual seekers welcome. Leaders: Ian and Patricia Russell
19 - 21st October

Spiritual Growth Weekend for Women ‘Secret Garden’

Rediscover the source of your inner peace and creativity. Secret Garden is a universal symbol of an inner space
where we can experience peace, creativity and a feeling of connection with others and the source of our life.
Leaders: Rita Russell and Helen Brown
16 - 18th November 2007

Seven Musical Notes, Seven Colours, Creation and You

Find out how ‘seven’ relates to your life and unwind with live music, beautiful surroundings, good food and fun.
Leaders: Mark Joell, John Gaffney, David Gaffney

For further details of events or to book please contact:

01827 712370
email: enquiries@purleychasecentre.org.uk
Purley Chase Centre, Purley Chase Lane,
Mancetter, Near Atherstone, Warwickshire, CV9 2RQ

www.purleychasecentre.org.uk
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