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"Where is Your Sting?
From the popular hymn, written by Henry Francis Lyte, come the often-quoted words, "Where is death's sting?
Where, grave thy victory?" In fact the words are a quotation from Paul's first epistle to the Corinthians 15:55. Paul,
celebrating the Lord's Easter victory, proclaims that death is vanquished; the Christian soul need have no fear of its
sting.
At every funeral and memorial service we proclaim this good news that death is vanquished. In the Resurrection of
Jesus we too are gifted with life beyond the death of our physical body. This good news needs to be proclaimed
constantly because our world tends to have an inverted view of life. Many assume that we draw our life, with all its
affections and thoughts, from our body. For them the death of the body represents the ultimate catastrophe because
they imagine that the source of life is then utterly lost. The truth, however, is that our body is not the source, but is
rather a recipient of life from the soul within. Even though the physical body dies the soul or spirit continues to live:
"At death man leaves nothing at all behind except his bones and flesh. When he was alive in the
world these possessed animation — not of themselves, but from the spirit which is a purer
substance linked to the things of his body" Arcana Caelestia 2475
The Resurrection of Jesus took place, in part, to teach us that the death of the physical body is never the end of a
person. Because the Risen Lord sustains the human spirit its life can never be extinguished. The person lives
beyond the grave, being clothed anew with a human body suited for life in the spiritual world. All human beings attain
this resurrection to life in the next world.
However, we have not done with death yet. Elsewhere in the New Testament we learn that, in addition to the death
of the physical body, there is also the threat of a second death:"Their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulphur, which is the second death"
Revelation 21:8
(Continued on page 2)
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Our mission is to express, share
and experience with others in life
an inclusive, non-judgmental
vision of God’s kingdom
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What is this second death? The following explanation is
given in the Heavenly Doctrines:
"The first death is the natural death that is the
death of the body, but the second death is the
spiritual death that is the death of the soul, which
is known to be damnation"
Apocalypse Revealed 853
The second death is not oblivion or extinction, for the
person who suffers it continues to have a conscious
existence. Nor is it a punishment handed down to them
by the Lord, for it is their own personal choice. The
second death is the state of the person who insists on
living for self alone. Such people are dead in the sense
that they wilfully cut themselves off from the Lord and
the heavenly life. Being totally immersed in themselves
they are unable to feel the joy of mutual love, to be
exhilarated by the delights of heavenly wisdom, or to

find happiness in a life of usefulness to others. The
second death is life of a kind, but life empty of the
blessings of heaven.
The sting of the second death is undoubtedly worse
than that of the first, but the Lord's Resurrection can
dispel even this. During His own life on earth, Jesus
fought and conquered self-centredness.
His Resurrection was a rising above such an inverted
and false view of life to catch hold of the full glory of the
life that the Creator intended for all His people. In our
following of Jesus and embracing of His Gospel we too
can experience the fullness of this victory over the
second death. Hell has no power to hurt those who love
and obey the Saviour. Easter brings us not only a
message of life beyond death, but also the promise of a
life abundant with love, meaning, peace, and joy.
Rev Robert A Gill

Conference 2007 - Outline Programme
Monday 30th July
14.30 Registration
15.00 Opening Worship
15.20 Welcome from Chairman
15.30 Announcements - CEO
15.35 Appointments of Sessional
Committees
15.45 Break for Tea
16.15 Votes of Condolence and
Messages of Greetings
16.30 It’s the 200th Conference!
Reliving the past and rejoicing
in the future
17.30 Break for Evening Meal
(Served at 18.45)
19.45 Reception and Celebration
21.15 Worship
21.45 Choir Practice

Tuesday 31st July
07.30
08.30
09.30
09.45
10.45
11.15
11.20
12.20
12.30
12.40
12.45

Choir Practice
Breakfast
Family Worship
Keynote Address by Senior
Minister
Break for Coffee
Snippet 1
Multi-media presentation on
Correspondences
Announcements - CEO
‘Order of Business’
Snippet 2
Break for Lunch
(Served at 13.00)
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14.15 Bible Study on the 7 churches
of Revelation
15.45 Break for Tea
16.15 A Musical Extravaganza
18.00 Break for Evening Meal
(Served at 18.45)
20.00 Holy Supper Service

Wednesday 1st August
07.30 Choir Practice
08.30 Breakfast
09.45 A few words from the
Chairman
09.55 ‘Spiritual Plumbing’
10.45 Break for Coffee
11.15 ‘Conduit Living’
12.15 Group Photograph
13.00 Lunch
14.30 Family Service of Celebration
15.45 Break for Tea
16.15 Party Time - for children of all
ages
18.00 Break for Evening Meal
(Served at 18.45)
20.00 Evening Soiree leading into a
worshipful time

Thursday 2nd August
07.30
08.30
09.30
09.45
10.00
10.05
10.45

Choir Practice
Breakfast
Worship
Announcements - CEO
Snippet 3
Report from the Treasurer
Break for Coffee

11.15 Report of the Governing
Council
12.45 Break for Lunch
(Served at 13.00)
14.15 Ballot
14.30 ‘Order of Business’
14.40 Snippet 4
14.45 Report of Committee of
Ministers
15.15 Report of Committee for
Auxiliary Ministry
15.45 Break for Tea
16.15 Ballot
16.30 Report of SOLCe
17.00 Choice Session
18.00 Break for Evening Meal
(Served at 18.45)
20.00 Conference Service at
Swanwick

Friday 3rd August
08.30
09.45
09.50
10.00
10.45
11.15
11.20
12.00
12.15
12.20
12.35

Breakfast
Music for Meditation
Announcements - CEO
Where might Providence be
leading us?
Break for Coffee
Snippet 5
Conference Review
Votes of Thanks
Chairman’s closing remarks
Closing Worship
Break for Lunch
(Served at 13.00)

Jesus Christ and the Old Testament
One of the things that particularly attracts me to Luke's
Gospel is chapter 24, the last in his record of Jesus' life.
Of course, it's Luke who tells us most about God's
incarnation, of how Mary was given the news, of how
the shepherds were told by the angels of the Messiah's
birth. It's Luke who tells us of Jesus being taken to
Jerusalem when He was twelve. Women feature very
prominently in his gospel. Luke's account is the gospel
of prayer and of praise. A gentile and doctor, he was the
only New Testament writer who was not a Jew, and
there is a very lively sense that no limits can be placed
on God's love. The Saviour's concern is universal — for
believers, gentiles, saints and sinners.
In chapter 18, verse 31, Jesus for the third time told the
Twelve what was to happen. We are going up to
Jerusalem, and everything that is written by the
prophets about the Son of Man will be fulfilled... On the
third day he will rise again. Luke comments that the
disciples didn't understand what Jesus was telling them.
Its meaning was hidden from them. It is in chapter 24,
when we have the wonderful account of the risen Lord
joining the two disciples on their walk home to Emmaus,
that all is revealed. Beginning with Moses and all the
Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the
Scriptures concerning himself. Later when He appeared
to the 11 disciples in Jerusalem Luke tells us how their
minds were opened. Then he opened their minds so
they could understand the Scriptures.
The Christian Church has always recognised the
prophetic nature of the Old Testament, and been able to
see predictions in particular verses. But, by and large,
and increasingly over the last century or so, there has
been a tendency to reject the Hebrew Scriptures as
being irrelevant. A bit beyond their "sell by date", to use
a modern phrase. Merely historical accounts of an age
and culture long gone. It is the gospels that have been
seen as the material to draw upon, with Jesus Christ's
own teaching to disseminate to the people.
Well, the Gospels do show us how important the Old
Testament was to our Lord. He knew them intimately,
and frequently quoted from them. Luke's closing chapter
tells us why, and we find confirmations in John 1:45 and
5:45. Jesus Himself promised that He would need to
come again to His people, and reveal so much more to
them than they were able to deal with at that time. It is
my conviction, and a foundation belief of the New
Church, that our risen Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
the One God of heaven and earth, has fulfilled that
promise to share more of Himself with us, and that He
has chosen to do so by means of a human servant, as
He did through the prophets and the apostles.
The teachings of the New Church, given through
Emanuel Swedenborg, are a wonderful resource for
penetrating more deeply into the stories of the Old
Testament, and becoming able to see more clearly how
3

they are dealing with the Lord's life. It is there in those
stories that His childhood is dealt with, that His
temptation states are described, and that it is explained
how His Humanity became glorified and was ultimately
made Divine.
Wonderfully, in His own uniquely loving and wise way,
our Heavenly Father leaves men and women in
complete freedom to accept or reject His revelation, just
as He has always done. At its heart, this is what our
Lord's crucifixion and resurrection is all about. He has
not miraculously removed evil and temptation from the
world. He has not guaranteed our salvation if only we
say certain words or do particular acts. What His
incarnation, life, death and resurrection achieved was
the restoration of order and freedom for all people. It
means that when any man or women consciously turns
away from self-interest and a concentration on material
things, and resolves to live more selflessly and from
higher motives, we are drawing on strength from above.
Heaven is descending into us, however slowly, and
gradually raising us up into the angelic life for which we
are destined. To know and understand that is to have
our hearts burning within us, just like those two disciples
on the road to Emmaus.
Happy Easter!

Rev Bruce Jarvis

Winter School 2007
Well what can I say! I attended my
first ever Winter School at the College
in February and had a really
wonderful weekend with fellow
students. It was great to get together
with other like minded people and
share and communicate together.
Communication was the theme and
we explored this in how we shared
ideas, through looking at the Bible
and through Swedenborg, storytelling,
the use of visual aids and many other
ways too.
Helen and Andrew Newton led an
excellent workshop on Saturday
where we explored how we can
communicate more effectively and the
use of a multi-sensory approach to
get our ideas across. These sessions
were really valuable and we explored
in small groups various ways to
convey our ideas more effectively.
Andrew produced a workbook for us
to use and we explored how we can better
communicate ideas in a more positive and successful
way. Helen explained how the brain learns new things
and helped us to understand how things we learn can
best be remembered. She showed us how valuable the
use of visual aids are and we explored ideas on how
this worked in small groups. One really interesting
concept was the use of Sculpts. This is where, with the
use of a bible story, you, in small groups, get yourself
into a still position which best represents the characters
in the story. We then presented these in the main group
and this gave way to discussion about how it felt to be in
‘character’. I thought this was an interesting change
from drama and really told how the characters might
have felt.

My thanks must go to David Lomax and Rita Russell for
a well planned programme; and also, of course to Helen
and Andrew Newton for their exceptional workshop.
Not forgetting Alison (Presland) who provided a
wonderful variety of food. Here’s to the next one!
Gwendolen Rowe

The morning matins and vespers were really beautiful
and inspiring and I came away feeling tired but I had
learnt an awful lot and am keen to go again.

Some very young visitors!
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Our Soul’s Awakening
Thomas King condenses in 150 pages the inner
meaning of the first 11 chapters of Genesis, something
occupying over 600 pages of the Arcana Caelestia. But
this is far more than a mere précis of Swedenborg’s
views. It is most certainly an excellent introduction for
anyone wishing to know more about the inner meaning
of Genesis, since its themes re-occur throughout the
Bible and throw much light on it. But the main strength
of this short book, apart from the simplicity and
modernity of the language, is contained in the title.
‘Our Souls’ Awakening’ suggests something ‘newageish’ (and this is not in itself detrimental). In fact, the
title holds an arcanum of its own. Understanding the
inner meaning of the Bible requires a great deal more
than mere instruction – one must be prepared to receive
it. Most of the time, especially today, we learn by rote,
or lead to accept the views of established authority. But
when our spiritual eyes are opened and look upwards
for the first time, the learning process changes
completely. To understand the inner meaning depends
entirely on our own desire to have our eyes opened.
These eyes are our ownmost and intimately tied to and
emanate from the lives we have led. It is virtually a
cliché that we all see differently, but it is that very
difference that is used as the means for our own
awakening. Consequently, in the whole of this short
book, Swedenborg hardly gets a mention. Instead, what
we find is the employment of these inner meanings as
they were discovered in Thomas King’s own life.
Thomas King was a Methodist minister who became a
New Church minister towards the end of the 19th
century. It is unusual these days to find an exegesis that
is underscored with references to the Epistles, but these
were a large part of the fabric of Methodist ministry, and
while it is instructive to see them used in this way, we
must marvel at the mystery of Divine Providence that
employs our own experience to open our eyes. The vital
component is that experience – nothing in it is
destroyed, thrown away or broken, but is bent to the
service of our own regeneration.
Without going into detail, when Swedenborg talks of the
different churches signified by the genealogy of names
in these chapters, Thomas King outlines how faith
separated from love has been the source of much
division in the different factions of the Christian
churches that were part of his experience and
education.
But more than this, he also suggests other layers of
arcana not found in Swedenborg, such as the meaning
of the un-named river flowing into the Garden of Eden
and then breaking into four tributaries that are named.
Or the fact that the practical impossibility of Noah’s Ark,
since it had no ventilation system, is itself the source of
another heavenly secret. Swedenborg himself mentions
that he has written of only a few, and that the number of
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them is legion. Should we be surprised that others, too,
can see things from their perspective, as their eyes are
also opened?
That is the marvel of this little book. It is both an
introduction to Genesis, and a lesson through its
example that our own experience is the vital component
to understanding. Swedenborg has done his work, and
it is for us to apply it through our own perceptions and
inclinations. After all, is that not the meaning of Wisdom,
and what it means to have our souls awoken?

Karl Birjukov

Karl is a recent new member at the West Wickham
Church
The book was originally published in 1922 by the
Swedenborg Foundation. This new edition has been
revised and published by the Swedenborg Centre in
conjunction with the Swedenborg Association of
Australia.
Editor

New Church Revolution and Evolution
1789 - 2007
The Annual Meeting of the General Conference of the New Church in 2007 will be its 200th
Meeting. For this very important occasion a series of articles will be appearing in Lifeline
from August 2006 to June 2007.
The article below, written by Rev Leslie Chambers, is the eight in the series.

Clowes and Hindmarsh
- men of very different views
Two men who played an important role in the early
development of Swedenborgian thought in England
were John Clowes in Manchester and Robert
Hindmarsh in London.
The Rev John Clowes, MA, was a faithful Rector of St
John’s Church, Manchester for sixty two years from
1769 until his death in 1831. The church is not standing
today, but there is a memorial on the site in Quay Street
in the centre of Manchester. John Clowes was a
scholar, a former Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge.
It is said by Thomas de Quincey that carriages drew up
to the gates of the Church on Sunday as though they
were the gates into heaven. Clowes did much
translation of Swedenborg’s works, and they were
published by the Society of Gentlemen, established for
this purpose, in Manchester, in 1782. Clowes
successfully defended himself against an accusation
brought before the Bishop of Chester, the celebrated Dr.
Beilby Porteus, for his preaching of Swedenborgian
thought. Clowes gave great support to the Swedenborg
Reading Groups round the Manchester area. In his
retirement he presided over many gatherings at
Hawkstone Park, which were open to all who had an
interest in the teachings of Swedenborg.

St John’s Church
Manchester 1816
From Astons
‘Picture of Manchester’

Rev John Clowes
Robert Hindmarsh was a master printer. He was the son
of a Methodist Minister. Like John Clowes he had a
great love for the teachings of Swedenborg, and
undertook the translation and publishing of many of his
works. He felt strongly that there should be a new
organised church if the New Church envisaged in
Swedenborg’s works were to grow. In 1787 when news
reached him of an intended separation John Clowes
visited London and urged them not to take this step.
The London Meeting of readers just failed to get a
majority in favour of the idea.
However Hindmarsh was later to gather round him
those who supported the idea and they went ahead to
form the infant New Church. In December 1788 the
London Society sent a Circular Letter to all those
interested calling the First General Conference in Easter
Week 1789. Dr Porteus, then Bishop of London, sent
his curate to enquire and report.
Being a printer, Robert Hindmarsh knew the importance
of documentation and set about printing registers for the
individual societies. He wished the new organisation to
be established by Act of Parliament. He got support for
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this. But the parliament was dissolved before it could be
achieved.
It was not until the passing of The
Companies Act of 1872 that it became possible for
organisations to be established with no share capital,
but with provision to hold property in its name. This was
useful because prior to this the renting or owning of a
property would be in the name of an individual or
individuals who could exercise a strong influence;
indeed the first Society at East Cheap in London was so
divided for this reason that half the members left to
begin a new society in York Street, London, under the
leadership of the Rev Joseph Proud.
The propositions of Robert Hindmarsh to support the
idea of separation from the Old Church and the
establishment of the New Church run into several pages
in Remembrancer and Recorder by Thomas Robinson.
Here is a flavour:
That wheresoever there is a Church there must of
necessity be both an Internal and an External.
AC1983.
That the Old Church is rejected, and the New
Church adopted. AC4321.
That the Lord is departed from the Old Church
and come into the New. AC4535.
That the Church is at this day transformed from
the Christian to the Gentile AC9206
Hindmarsh used the Writings to support his plan.
Clowes was not too happy with this approach. There
was only one kind of separation for Clowes, and that
was from evil. He felt there should be time given for the
infant New Church to mature before any thought of the
formation of a New Church organisation. He was of the
opinion that the early Christians were happy to worship
in the synagogues. The established prayer book also
contained much from Scripture. He felt the time would
come when the bishops would wish to embrace the
teachings of Swedenborg. Clowes’ greatest fear was
that separation would lead into a sectarian spirit.

Rev Robert Hindmarsh
of the imperfection of the forms of worship, and the
corruption of some ministers.
Clowes felt that separation would lead to a sectarian
institution. Christian would be against Christian. His
fervent prayer was that every effort should be made to
bring people together “in love, mercy, charity, humility
and moderation”.
But in the end those who wished to separate won the
day and the formal establishment took place of the New
Church. Although the first move was made by Robert
Hindmarsh in London it was soon followed by the
creation of New Church Societies elsewhere; while
many of the Swedenborg Reading Groups supported
and encouraged by John Clowes were to be the
foundation of strong Societies in the north of England.

Rev Leslie Chambers
In the little work Clowes on Separation he states that
there are many places in the Writings rejecting the
principles and persuasions of the Old Church. From this
some had inferred that there should be a rejection of all
forms of worship of the Old Church, yet not a single
passage asserted this. Further Clowes states that from
his recent translation of Apocalypsis Explicata he
sensed that the time was not ripe for separation in spite

“It is impossible for any language
to express the full effect wrought
in my mind by the perusal of this
wonderful book”
Comment on ‘True Christian
Religion’ by Rev John Clowes

Footnote on the front page of a copy of True Christian Religion
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Committee for Auxiliary Ministry
Services of Worship
CAM is pleased to announce that a new collection of Services of Worship is now available. This is a set of
eight services from a variety of lay worship leaders.
Worship leaders are free to adapt them to suit their own particular speaking style.
Each set costs £4.00 if you require printed copies. If you prefer to receive copies by email these are
available at a cost of £1.00 per set and floppy disks are also available at £2.00 per set.
If you would like to receive this new collection please send your order to:
Mrs Jan Millar

Flat 6, Springfield House, Park Road, Bingley, BD16 4LR
Email: jan.millar@generalconference.org.uk

Tel: 01274 511653

Cheques should be made payable to The General Conference of the New Church.

Purley Chase Delay
The Executive Steering Group and the Purley Team regret to advise a delay of 3 weeks in the completion of
the construction work on Purley. Consequently the handover planned for 30th April 2007 is delayed until 21st
May 2007.
This unfortunately means that the first two bookings, Young Families Weekend on 25th May 2007 and
Sacred Dance on 1st June 2007 have had to be cancelled.
There has been intensive negotiation to clarify if there was any way in which the setting-up, furnishing and
final cleaning of the existing building could be undertaken while the contractor was completing works in the
new Annexe. Unfortunately this has not been possible.
We regret these cancellations and apologise to the two groups and hope they understand that this was
beyond our control. However, we are confident that with the help of enthusiastic volunteers the new Purley
will be set-up and completed for our first group on 8th June 2007.The Executive Steering Group and the
Purley Team look forward to welcoming everyone to the Open Day on Saturday, 16th June 2007.

Michael Hindley

10 Bedrooms have now been
sponsored to a value of £20,000
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Henry Peckitt - First President of Conference
On Easter Monday the 13th of April 1789 the First
General Conference of the Members of the New
Jerusalem Church took place in Great East Cheap,
London. After an initial address by Robert Hindmarsh,
Mr Henry Peckitt was unanimously appointed President.
But who was Henry Peckitt?
His story starts in the pretty North Yorkshire village of
Husthwaite which lies about 7 miles south-east of
Thirsk. On 2nd December 1719 William Peckitt married
Ann Hunt in the Parish Church of St Nicholas which
stands at the heart of Husthwaite village. Over the next
15 years they had 6 surviving children – Thomas,
Elizabeth, George, Ann, William, and finally Henry, born
in 1734. At some stage after Henry’s birth the family
moved to the City of York and evidently became
increasingly prosperous. Thomas and George pursued
seafaring careers, both dying unmarried abroad.
Henry’s brother William was famous. He had artistic
abilities and knowledge of chemistry which led him to
work on new methods for staining and painting glass. At
just 20 years of age he commenced in York what would
become a lifelong career in this field. A year later in
1752 his work was being advertised in the York Courant
and his fame and commissions began to develop. Over
the following years he completed stained glass windows
for many famous buildings including - York Minster,
Lincoln Cathedral, New College Chapel Oxford - and for
the Great West Window in Exeter Cathedral (this was
completed in 1767 but removed in 1906). William also
wrote a treatise on the subject of painting and staining
glass. He lived in Micklegate, York, and married Mary
Mitley in 1763 and they had four daughters. Near the
end of his life William wrote another book, ‘The
wonderful Love of God to men, or Heaven opened on
Earth’. He died on 14th October 1795 in York in his 65th
year.

Meanwhile Henry was developing his lifelong scholarly
interest in books. It is probable that he became an
apothecary whilst in York and no doubt through this
work and the general wealth of the family was able to
begin to put together an extensive library. He had, for
example, a copy of Job Ludolph’s Lexicon AethiopicoLatinum on which he had written ‘Henricus Peckitt
Eboracensis’ (Henry Peckitt of York).
It was in the early 1760’s that Henry moved to London
where he acquired a lease on a house in Compton
Street (now Old Compton Street) in Soho. On the 28th
March 1767 he married Mary Watkins in the Parish
Church of St Ann, Soho. Mary was the daughter of
Daniel Watkins, a London Gentleman, who had bought
the estate of Overcourt with some 120 acres in Bisley,
Gloucestershire. This estate came to Mary on her
marriage to Henry Peckitt but sadly Henry and Mary had
no children and when Mary died in 1793 the estate
reverted to the Watkins family.
Apart from Henry’s great love of books he was also
interested in astronomy. In 1777 he purchased from the
estate of the late James Ferguson FRS, the Scottish
astronomer and instrument maker, an astronomical
clock made by Jacob Zech, the inventor of the fusee.
The clock had been made by Zech in Prague in 1525 for
King Sigismund of Poland. After Henry’s death the clock
was gifted to the Society of Antiquaries and is currently
on loan to the British Museum.
On January 24th 1778 Henry went to Bath Street,
Coldbath Fields, to the home of Richard Shearsmith
with whom Emanuel Swedenborg had lodged
immediately prior to his death in March 1772. Although
this visit was six years later Henry was able to gain from
Mr Shearsmith a good summary of Swedenborg’s lifestyle including these comments:
“The dress that he generally wore, when he went
out to visit, was a suit of black velvet, made after
an old fashion; a pair of long ruffles; a curious
hilted sword; and a gold-headed cane. He ate
little or no animal food, only a few eels
sometimes. His chief sustenance was cakes, tea
and coffee made generally exceedingly sweet.
His drink was water. He took a great deal of
snuff.”
At the beginning of December 1783 Robert Hindmarsh
placed an advertisement in various newspapers to the
effect that anyone favourably acquainted with the
theological writings of Emanuel Swedenborg should
meet at the London Coffee House, Ludgate Hill, on 5th
December. Henry obviously saw one of these adverts
and on 4th December 1783 he went again to the home
of Richard Shearsmith. Henry subsequently wrote:

William Peckitt
Self Portrait in Glass
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(Continued on page 10)

“I went again to Mr Shearsmith’s to read over to
him the above account (from his visit of 1778) to
know if it was just in every particular.”

“There, the greatest treasure which I had in my
house, is preserved in safety; and for the sake of
that, I willingly submit to my great loss."

His visit also gave him the opportunity to speak with the
maid, Elizabeth Reynolds. Henry wrote of this
conversation:

Less than four years later Henry Peckitt took the chair
as the first President of Conference.

“She said that he (Swedenborg) told them a few
days before his death, when it would happen;
and, said she, “he was pleased”, and she made a
comparison that the pleasure was such, “as if he
was going to have a holiday, to go to some
merry-making.”
The following day there was a mix-up over the meeting
arrangements. At 5pm on Thursday 5th December
Robert Hindmarsh met with four others at the London
Coffee House. Unfortunately no private room was
available for their discussions so they went to the
Queen’s Arms Tavern in St Paul’s Churchyard but,
because Henry Peckitt had not yet arrived, they left a
message at the bar as to their whereabouts. Henry did
indeed arrive a little later at the Coffee House but no
one gave him the message so he went back home.

In 1792 the congregation of Great East Cheap split, with
a large number going to several locations in turn before
arriving finally at Friar Street in 1803. The remnant at
Great East Cheap constructed a Temple at Cross
Street, Hatton Garden but in less than 3 years moved
out because of the costs involved. Henry seems to have
been involved with both the Friar Street congregation
and with the building of the Temple at Cross Street. The
first stone at Cross Street was laid on Thursday, the 5th
of May, 1796 and a lead plate was fixed to
commemorate this event. Henry Peckitt’s name appears
on this plaque which is now prominently displayed in the
Greenhill New Church (see below).

Nevertheless a week later Henry was able to meet with
the group and give them a “rich harvest of information
concerning the personal character, circumstances, and
habits of the great Swedenborg." Thus Henry Peckitt
joined the circle of friends who formed the Theosophical
Society and who would later cause an organised New
Church to come into existence.
In 1785 the Theosophical Society had brought over from
Sweden the manuscript of Apocalypsis Explicata which
had not yet been printed. A dispute followed on whether
it should be printed by the Society but Henry Peckitt and
three others decided to go ahead at their own expense.
Later that year a fire broke out in the neighbourhood of
Henry’s house whilst he had volume 2 in his
possession. At the time well-off people in London could
avail themselves of fire insurance with the Sun Fire
Insurance Office which had been established in 1710.
Henry not only had fire insurance from Sun Fire but also
significant shares in the company.
Soon after the fire started it spread to Henry’s house.
When the firemen arrived they tried to save as much of
the property as they could. Henry also tried to save
many of his goods but he was forced to quickly leave
the house. The following morning he returned to the
ruins of his house to find what might have happened to
the Apocalypsis Explicata manuscript. The fire, which
had damaged at least 15 houses, destroyed a major
portion of his extensive library and he could find no
trace at all of the important Latin manuscript. However a
neighbour from nearby Soho Square explained that he
had picked up several volumes from the street the night
before and taken them to his own house for safety.
Henry found the missing manuscript almost undamaged
at this neighbour’s house. A few evenings later when
Henry attended the next meeting of the Theosophical
Society he showed them the manuscript and said:
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Mary Peckitt had died in 1793 but three years later
Henry married Sarah Darby at St Anne’s Soho on 11th
September 1796. The ‘Darby’s’ were already New
Church people. Henry and Sarah had two daughters
who died as infants and a son Henry, born in 1801.
During this period Henry was able to purchase the
freehold of his house in Old Compton Street, and the
one next door, for the sum of £984 5s.
Henry Peckitt died in 1808. His very extensive will
included the following statement:
“There is a Society of Swedenborgians of which
Manoah Sibly and Jonathan Pratt are members in
Blackfriars. I give to them the volumes of bound
manuscripts of Mr Swedenborg of the
Apocalypsis Explicata, they are in the great
chest. Also the Apocalypsis Explicata unbound in
the parlour closet.”

Over the following years there was much confusion
arising from this simple bequest since some people
assumed Henry had actually ‘owned’ the manuscripts nevertheless they were eventually presented to the
Swedenborg Society by Henry Peckitt Jnr.
Henry’s will also included, what was for the time, a very
unusual request:
“As to my mortal body … my will is that it should
be delivered in a sheet or blanket on a plain
board to the Anatomical Theatre in Windmill
Street for the use of the young surgeons and
physicians.”

Four years after Henry’s death Sarah Peckitt married
Charles Jenkins at St George’s Hanover Square but she
died a few years later, intestate. This caused continuing
problems with the administration of Henry’s will. These
problems were only finally resolved when Charles
Jenkins died in 1821. One of the administrators of this
will was John Presland.
Henry Peckitt Jnr. gained an MA at Trinity College,
Cambridge, went on a Grand Tour of Europe and then
settled as a Country Gentleman back in the area of
North Yorkshire from which his father had originally
come.
The most significant remaining question is when and
how Henry Peckitt came to be aware of Swedenborg.
Despite the fifty or more volumes of Henry’s copies of
Swedenborg’s books, some with annotations in English,
Latin, Hebrew and Greek and now kept in the Archive of
the Swedenborg Society, there is no direct evidence as
to what happened. Was it simply that, through Henry’s
great love of books and his undoubted close contact
with London booksellers, he came across volumes of
Swedenborg in the 1760’s and 1770’s as they were
printed in Latin and English? If so, why did he leave it till
six years after Swedenborg’s death to visit his last
lodgings?
But there is another possible explanation.

Annotations in English, Latin, Greek and Hebrew
In one of Henry Peckitt’s copies of the Writings
In late 1776 Sir Joseph Banks moved into Soho Square
just a few minutes walk from Henry Peckitt’s house.
Joseph had been on James Cook’s famous voyage on
the Endeavour between 1768 - 1771 with Daniel
Solander, a pupil of Linnaeus who had married a cousin
of Swedenborg’s. Prior to this expedition James Cook,
Joseph Banks and Daniel Solander had met with
William Cookworthy who, with Rev Thomas Hartley
translated several of Swedenborg’s books into English.
Henry had a copy of one of these (On the Nature of
Influx) inscribed “The gift of Revd Mr Hartley”. So did he
come across Swedenborg in the bookshops or through
Joseph Banks? - we shall never know.
The only fitting way to end this brief account of the life of
Henry Peckitt – First President of Conference is to add
the words he spoke at the end of his address to that first
Conference in 1789:
“Let us offer up our united prayers to the
Omnipotent Jehovah Jesus, who is King of kings,
and Lord of lords, that he would be pleased to
preside in the present Assembly, and by his
divine presence warm our hearts with love to
himself and his kingdom, enlighten our
understandings with the pure and genuine light of
heaven, and so bless our feeble endeavours at
this time, that they may tend to the further
exaltation of his great and holy Name, and a
more general reception of the glorious truths of
the New Jerusalem."
Alan Misson
Acknowledgement: I am indebted to Cooper Harding,
Curator of the Thirsk Museum, for his assistance in the
preparation of this article.

The internal of the church consists in willing good from the heart and being stirred by an affection for good, while
the external of that internal consists in performing such good and doing so in accordance with the truth of faith,
the knowledge of which springs from good. But the external of the church consists in the sacred performance of
religious observances and the practice of charitable works as instructed by the church. From all this it is clear that
the internal of the church is the good of charity in the will. Therefore when this comes to an end the church itself
also comes to an end, for the good of charity is the essential constituent of the church. After that external worship
does, it is true, remain as it was before; yet now it is not worship but ceremony which is preserved because it is
the established custom. But such ceremony, which seems to be worship, is like the shell without the nut; for it is
the external that remains but does not have anything internal within it. When the church is like this it is at its end.
Arcana Caelestia 6587,3
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Letter
Dear Editor,
I was interested to read Bruce
Jarvis's piece on Providence and
your editorial comment in the
February issue.
I went to church at my local Anglican
parish church a couple of weeks
ago. The preacher, a lady Anglican
priest, gave a very interesting
sermon on providence. She said that
a Bishop had recently been asked on
the radio what was the essence of
Christianity. He might have been
expected, she said, to say something
about love, but his reply was
unusual. "It's quite simple. Don't
panic!". I found this very striking.
Whenever we are faced with a crisis
we must not panic; God is always
there to help us.

As Bruce says it is easier to say "It
mus t be pr o viden tial" w he n
something good has occurred. Death
and disaster is another thing. The
problem for many is that they really
do think that death is the end of
everything. We, in the New Church,
know that it is just a new beginning.

and publishing a cookery book
( which I have just done ) must have
some Divine purpose.
Heaven knows!

Now there is a phrase which we often
use. Do we, I wonder stop to think
that it is literally true. The Lord is
A friend of mine was faced with a heaven; so, of course, Heaven
tragedy last year when her son of 23 always knows.
committed suicide. I don't think my
words of condolence did much to Perhaps the message of Christianity
assuage her misery. I had said that could be summed up by the two
Swedenborg assures us that the Lord phrases together. "DONT PANIC!
always ensures that we die at the HEAVEN KNOWS"
moment most suited to our eternal
well being. ‘Eternity' is a hard Yours sincerely
concept - I am nearly 82 and quite
ready to pass over to the next world,
Guy de Moubray
but the Lord clearly thinks that I have
still something to learn. Even writing
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