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Food glorious food
One of the increasingly popular pleasures is eating out. The variety of food on offer is becoming ever more varied as
the cultural variety of our country expands and new culinary traditions are brought into the cafes and restaurants.
Sharing a meal is great, especially when you have not had to prepare it and it is a little different from what you would
usually enjoy at home. The meal very easily turns a time together into a special occasion. Somehow sharing food
together brings us closer and helps us relax and ‘chill out' with the opportunity to catch up on the news, share
thoughts and ideas or just enjoy a laugh and a joke. It creates opportunities to deepen intimacy, it gives time to
strengthen relationships, it enables us to get in touch with each others issues.
In the world that Jesus and his disciples knew, food could not be taken for granted as we tend to do in modern
Britain. People were even more aware of the social and almost sacred dimensions of sharing a meal and `breaking
bread' together. For the desert Bedouin tribes to offer a stranger food, was to create a bond of friendship and to
guarantee to protect his wellbeing whilst he remained in your camp.
The great religious festivals in biblical times were nearly all feasts linked to a unifying theme of thankfulness for
God's blessings in the past and of gratitude for His goodness in the present. Each marked a stage of the yearly
harvest. The sacrifices by no means all went up in smoke either and whilst some of the offering was burnt, some was
shared and eaten as part of the ceremony, with the priest having his share too.
This association of spirituality, sociability, and sharing food, was carried over into the early Christian church.
Swedenborg speaks of the Sacrament of the Holy Supper as taking the place of the Jewish feasts and sacrifices. He
also refers to `feasts of charity' in the early church where meals were made spiritual occasions. Just as the harvest
hymn has it "God our maker doth provide for all our wants to he supplied" they had meals to share food for body and
soul.
We tend to associate 'breaking bread together' with sacred religious ceremony – a sacrament set apart from daily
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life, but for the first Christians with only homes to meet
in ‘breaking bread' also meant the shared daily meal.
The climax of the Road to Emmaus story highlights this
when Jesus was recognised in the breaking of bread.
This was an everyday evening meal, the common
courtesy of an invitation to a fellow traveller, and in
breaking bread the soul's hunger is satisfied as the
ordinary moment becomes extraordinary. Jesus took an
everyday moment, and the common food of His hosts
and points us all towards the sacred at the heart of all
life.
At Harvest time saying grace before a meal takes on a
deeper significance. We remember that the source of
life that causes the harvest is Divine. The Lord's
command "Do this in remembrance of me" can be seen
not just in terms of a special sacramental occasion that
in prayer and ritual seeks to re-enact the last supper in
a worship service; but also thought of in a more
universal sense as referring to sharing food together at
any meal.

Incorporating the sacrament into a worshipful shared
meal together in the church can encourage us to
remember the spiritual dimension the Lord brought to
many other meals - feeding 5000 on the hillside, in Mary
and Martha's home, in the Emmaus inn, or on the
Galilee Lakeshore.
In a very real sense the food we eat is given by God. As
we enjoy food glorious food, family and friendship;
especially on a special occasion – a feast day if you will
– let us pause and remember the meals in the gospels
and the feasts of charity of the early Christians breaking
bread in their homes. When something of the Lord's
loving presence embraces our table and our
conversation, we also share the true bread from heaven
that is His love and life in our homes too.

Rev Clifford Curry

From the Governing Council
Swanwick was full, as it so often is, for the recent
Remuneration Committee and Governing Council
meetings from 5th to 7th September so we met at High
Leigh in Hoddesdon, known to many of you as one of
the AGM Conference Centres. High Leigh is being
extended and refurbished in part, which reminded us of
the excitement around our own annex addition and
refurbishment at the Purley Chase Centre. Thankfully
this is going well and on time. Sponsorships are coming
in too; there is still time for more though!
The Governing Council opened its meeting with a new
Senior Minister (Mary Duckworth having been in
attendance for several meetings before) and Kathy
Brooks as a new Trustee. Link members have been
published for the last 3 years giving a named person to
talk to about specific areas of the Church’s work and
ensuring that issues reach the Council as appropriate.
Until further notice the links are now allocated as
follows:
Local Churches and CAM
Finance
Purley and Youth
Communications and websites
Human Resources
Education

Kathy Brooks
Zoë Brooks
Michael Clubb
David Haseler
Peter Schofield
Judith Wilson

Finance is an essential responsibility of Trustees of any
Company. New Trustees and link members necessitate
reconsideration of signatories; the Treasurer needs
support through close scrutiny and careful consideration
of the accounts; disposal of, or acquisitions of, land and
properties needs planning and agreement and there are
numerous other items to be discussed - or not – and
agreed. The Remuneration Committee met for many
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hours to review salaries, as promised at the AGM. It
was therefore, with great pleasure, that the Governing
Council agreed a considerable salary increase for all
employees.
The Government’s demands on charities are increasing
year by year. In the ‘good old days’ we could run our
local church with the appearance of independence from
its Trustees. This has all changed. Church officers are
hopefully familiar now with the obligatory Health and
Safety Policies required by law. The Council is
struggling with more. New Fire Safety Policies become
legal requirements on 1st October 2006. Those at
Conference this year will probably remember all the
concern about Child Protection and more policies are
necessary in this area too.
The Trustees are held
responsible for ensuring that all churches comply and
advice and/or help is on the way.
Lastly the 200th ‘family’ Conference from 30th July to 3rd
August 2007 is taking much planning. A suitable
programme is being devised but we need to know that
families wish to attend. For 2007, children and young
people up to 20 will be free with up to two
accompanying adults paying half price. For further
information please contact any Minister or member of
the Council.
Many other issues filled the long agenda which
necessitated quick meals and late nights! Through it all
love for the Lord, his church on earth and the people
associated with it and working for it, was the dominant
theme for all.
Judith Wilson

Summer Camp 9-12 at Kildwick
'What do you do it for? Do they pay
you?' inquired a young boy.
The second part of the question was
quite easy to answer No they don't pay
me.'
The first part of the question was what
I asked myself from time to time during
the week, particularly when woken up
in the small hours of the morning when
I was feeling distinctly past my sell by
date.
Why was I running a camp for children
aged nine to twelve? I guess because
many years ago someone did the
same thing for me and I always
remember the great fun and the
things we learnt at Kildwick
schools (in my case) as a
teenager.

Igoe. Some students found it rather
traumatic that the Kildwick hostel does
not boast a dishwasher. Instead
everyone had to help with the chores of
washing up, table setting and sweeping
the kitchen floor.

Jonathan Morell of Southend

One of the great things about the
camp, from an adult point of view was
the number of people in the area who
rallied round to help, particularly with
transport, or who just popped in. These
included Leslie and Jean Chambers,
Carolyn Kennion, Dawn Nolan and
Gwen Rowe. Their presence was
very much appreciated.
During the afternoons we went to
Skipton baths and Skipton castle
and also to Bolton Abbey where we
enjoyed playing, paddling on the
banks of the river and crossing the
stepping stones. It was great to see
children really enjoying these
timeless activities. The afternoon
was rounded off by parachute
games organised by Carolyn.

Hopefully for the young people,
this year was no different in that
respect, as we gathered together
at the New Church Hostel near
Skipton, instead of the usual
Purley venue from the 7th to the
11th of August. Fortunately during Hollie Igoe, Leah Canning of Keighley
the week we were blessed with
warm, sunny weather which meant that we spent a lot of
During the evenings we walked along the canal bank
time outdoors. Staffing the school during the week were
and river bank and Clive organised a spooky walk in the
myself, Pauline Grimshaw, Clive Goalen, Rebecca
dark, through the graveyard and up the creepy path by
Lewin and Kath Higgins with Stephanie Remington as a
the side of the church. On the final night we had the
junior leader. Kath was the art work specialist who ran
traditional social evening (just like Conference!) followed
the craftwork project of designing and painting t-shirts.
by the midnight feast!
The shirt designs were based on the Joseph story which
To complete an exhausting week we rounded off by
was the theme of the school and when finished looked
having the traditional walk up the pinnacle.
very effective.
One youngster commented 'This is a good place.' To
During the earlier part of the morning Clive began by
me this summed up the running a school experience - A
reading the story and then we split into groups to talk
good place where young people can meet together and
about its application to our own lives. We also had
have fun and excitement in a caring friendly
workbooks to complete. During the evening we watched
environment and experience and learn something about
installments of the 'Joseph and his Technicolour
the love shown by our Lord. It makes the extra white
Dreamcoat' video. Looking after us on the food front
hairs and wrinkles engendered all seem worthwhile!
were Kath's family who go to the Keighley Church mum and dad Alice and Neil Henfrey and sister Lynne
Pauline Grimshaw

On the stepping stones at Bolton Abbey
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It could have been You ...
For many years now I have had a sticker on the rear
screen of my cars which reads:

The stickers were produced by the Swedenborg Centre
in Sydney, Australia, where my brother Neville is the
Executive Manager.
Like so many outreach enterprises we undertake, it’s
difficult to measure success, and very often it appears
that there’s no outcome or reaction. We live in this
human world of appearances in which we see only a
small part of the bigger picture, as it were, through a
glass darkly. One sows and another reaps. But our
God is a God of surprises, and thank goodness for that!
One July day this year I was working in my study when
the doorbell rang. Outside was a lady whose opening
remark was, “I didn’t know anyone else in Sunderland
reads Swedenborg!” Follow that! We spoke at the door
for a few minutes, and it turned out that she lives only a
short distance away. I can only presume this was the
first time she had walked past my parked car and
spotted the sticker, though we’ve both lived here for
many years. She was certainly unaware that our
Church, about a mile away, has any connection with
Swedenborg’s Writings.

She told me that she has been reading Swedenborg for
years, along with other philosophers and thinkers, and
always regarded him as being right at the top of her list.
The Doctrine of the Lord and of Conjugial Love have
both spoken very directly to her. We’ve had further
conversations, and she’s come along to a couple of
services.
Neville tells me that although the stickers have been in
use for a long time, and have been widely distributed,
he’s never been aware of any direct outcomes. Well
who knows? And who knows what will develop from my
experience. Perhaps it shows that we never know what
will come from efforts we make to lead people to the
Lord and to His revelations. That’s the way it has to be.
Our egos give us enough trouble as it is!
But, it could have been you answering your doorbell…..!
Bruce Jarvis

"Coincidence is the pseudonym that dear God
chooses when he wants to remain incognito."
Albert Schweitzer

Committee for Auxiliary Ministry
Autumn Collection
CAM is pleased to announce this new set of resources for worship leaders. This is a collection of eight
services and sermons for Harvest and Remembrance Sunday from a variety of sources. There are three
Harvest services by Rev Bruce Jarvis, one service by Peter and Thelma Wilson and one service by Pauline
Grimshaw. For Remembrance Sunday there is a service by Rev Bruce Jarvis based on the Ecumenical Act
of Worship commended by the presidents of Churches Together in Britain and Ireland 2005, a service by
Pauline Grimshaw and an address by Maurice Garnett.
Worship leaders are welcome to adapt any of the material to incorporate their own style and ideas. The set
costs £4.00 if you require printed copies. If you prefer to receive copies by email these are available at a
cost of £1.00 per set and floppy disks are also available at £2.00 per set.
If you would like to receive this new collection please send your order to:
Mrs Jan Millar

Flat 6, Springfield House, Park Road, Bingley, BD16 4LR
Email: jan.millar@generalconference.org.uk

Tel: 01274 511653

Cheques should be made payable to The General Conference of the New Church.
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New Church Youth Association - Annual Meeting
May, rain, Manchester, (Well Kearsley!) still more rain,
and yes you’ve guessed it - the somewhat untypical
weather experienced at the New Church Youth
Association Conference. Were our spirits dampened?
Not one bit! It was just really good to meet together with
our friends and fellow workers to exchange ideas and
experiences.
The theme of our Conference this year was IOA or
‘Improvise, Adapt and Overcome.’ As Pauline Grimshaw
mentioned in her formal welcome, the choice of
Kearsley for the conference was very fitting, as the
church building had been adapted to suit the uses of
both church and the soon to be demolished hall. After
hot drinks in the warm social area helped to banish the
chilly damp of outside, our proceedings began with the
opening service conducted by Mrs Christine Bank. It
was great to have youngsters Emily Bank and Shannon
Nolan from Bradford reading so nicely during the
service.
Mrs Jean Chambers chaired the meeting. We stood in
silence to remember work of all past teachers and
workers with young people, including Mrs Dorothy
Dunbar. We sad to hear also that our senior trustee and
a former secretary of our Association, Mrs Ethel Sewell,
was very poorly. Also amongst the apologies for
absence were those from Peter and Edith Schofield.
None of us could recall a conference without them and
both their ebullient, cheerful personalities were very
much missed. A look back in the minutes recorded
Peter as having first signed the roll for Heywood in
1951. In spite of physical difficulties Peter still managed
to get his accounts typed up for presentation to the
business meeting.
As well as the accounts, the formal business included
reports of the work of the Council during the year in
sponsoring schools at Purley Chase and in organising
material for children through the Home Sunday Club.
The walls were adorned with the brightly coloured
pictures produced for the Colouring exhibition. All sixty
three young artists were awarded sticker strips.
After the formal business Mrs Carolyn Kennion
introduced a problem solving session where schools

talked about difficulties that they had faced and the
ways in which they had overcome them. This session
gave us new ideas and new approaches to common
difficulties.
During the lunch break we had the opportunity to
purchase books from the New Church House stall and
to renew acquaintance and friendships.
At the start of the afternoon session the nominations for
the Council were announced. We were sorry to lose Mrs
Susan Wilson, Mrs Marian Tague, and Mrs Hilary
Eastwood. Also we said farewell to Mrs Christine Bank
and wished her well in her future studies and to long
serving Edith Schofield. During her spell on the council
Edith also served as our Secretary and as our
President. Coming onto the council were Rev Alan
Lewin and our president to be Mr Clive Goalen.
As a change from sitting still Mrs Jenny Jones
introduced a ‘why don’t you try it’ session on ‘Freeze
framing.’ This is a miming/acting technique that can help
to reinforce a Bible story and that can be used with any
number of children. It aims to produce a ‘snapshot’ of
characters in a moment of a story. We all enjoyed trying
this out in small groups.
Our final session again dealt with problems but this time
in the wider context of our organisation and ways in
which we can adapt to changing social situations. This
gave rise to stimulating discussion and hopefully to the
launching of new ideas in the coming year. At the
beginning of the conference Rev Alan Lewin
commented that so often at AGM the same things
surface from year to year and that many things either
fail to be done or simply ‘disappear.’ We determined to
make a conscious effort that this would not be so during
the coming year.
The closing service concluded with Mrs Carolyn
Kennion formally installing Mr Clive Goalen as our new
President.
Pauline Grimshaw

From the Writings ...
It should be known that God is constantly present, continually striving and acting on a person, and touching
his free will but never forcing it. For if God were to force a person's free will, his dwelling in God would be
destroyed, and he would be left only with God's dwelling in him.
True Christian Religion 74
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New Church Revolution and Evolution
1789 - 2007
The Annual Meeting of the General Conference of the New Church in 2007 will be its 200th
Meeting. For this very important occasion a series of articles will be appearing in Lifeline
from August 2006 to June 2007.
The article below, written by Alfred E Maer, is the third in the series.

Gathering of the Clans - 1857,1907 & 1957
I like to consider our Conference as the 'Gathering of
the Clans'. We come from all corners of the UK and
often from across the world.

the subject aptly being "The Last Judgment." During
the Service the choir sings two anthems - "Behold, how
good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell
together in unity" and then "Blessed are the poor in
spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven."

So let's travel back in time to Manchester in August
1857, when Members were celebrating the 50th
meeting of Conference. Let's take Dr Who's Time
Machine - the Magic Tardis! - and land at our
Conference venue in Peter Street, Manchester. An air of
great expectancy shows on the faces of the people
gathered for this great occasion following its long
preparation. The Church is strong and visitors have
been invited from many parts of the world. The Clans
are gathering - not only to thank the Lord for His Love
and Wisdom, but also to seek help in taking His Church
forward to new heights. This week we are also
celebrating the Centenary of the Last Judgment or the
Lord's New Dispensation to mankind, which adds love
and truth to Christianity.

Subjects from "The Last Judgment" are discussed at
length. To sum up, it is said that the new theology of
“The formation of a new heaven and a new earth” and
“The true nature of the human soul," not only has to
supply new wine, or genuine intelligence, but also new
bottles, or true scientifics and knowledges with which to
contain genuine intelligence. If these are missing the
real intelligence on the subjects can only be seen in
obscurity. There are many other addresses, but I quote
a verse from the final hymn sung by this vast assembly:

Hospitality is evident right at the start! From the Tardis
we see representatives arriving from 28 Societies of our
Church, with guests from Germany, France, Sweden,
Switzerland, Denmark - and yes - from America, and
Russia. There are 11 Ministers and 50 representatives
and Rev Dr Bayley has been appointed President.
Reports are read and it is noted that the Church
magazine now produces 1,200 copies a month. Many of
Swedenborg's works are being translated into various
languages. Several addresses are read which, it is said,
brings “common brotherhood and mutual love to
Conference".

It is sung with passion, and brings the day to a heartwarming conclusion.

Welcome is given to Rev Dr Tafel of Tubingen,
Germany and Dr Kahl of Lund, Sweden, among others.
Rev W Woodman preaches the Conference Sermon to
a large congregation, his text - Matt. 24:32 – “Now learn
a parable of the Fig-tree” He brings in references to the
present Centenary of the Last Judgment. The Holy
Supper is administered to approximately 86 people.
Later we join the first meeting when nearly 700 are
present. Two addresses or expressions of esteem are
given. The first is to Dr Tafel, Professor of Philosophy, a
worker for the Lord's New Church in Germany for over
40 years. The second is to M Le Boys des Guays, from
St. Amand in France. He has translated most of
Swedenborg's works into French. Refreshments and a
musical evening follow.
On Thursday we enjoy a meeting chaired by Dr Bayley 6

"Jesus, Jehovah, Lord, now spread Thy truth abroad,
From shore to shore! Scatter the clouds of night, Open
our mental sight, Bless us with heavenly light, For
evermore."

Friday evening, and we hear Rev Goyder preach on
Psalm 60:4. "Thou hast given a banner to them that
feared Thee" which illustrated a connection with the
Last Judgment. On Sunday Rev. George Field, minister
at Detroit, Michigan, preached on "The Judgment of the
prince of Tyrus..." whose people, having acquired great
riches, used them for earthly ends. In the spiritual sense
he explains that this applies to those rich in the
knowledges of what is good and true, yet do not apply
them to spiritual life, so having falsified them - they are
condemned. (I believe we can all take note of this truth!)
In the Tardis once more we land at the "Exhibition of Art
Treasures," a magnificent display, where we meet more
friends but we leave for a 9 mile hop to Bowdon, the
Earl of Stamford's Estate, in time to enjoy a picnic with
others of the friends. August 18th and we are invited to
hear Rev Smithson speaking on The New Jerusalem
mentioned in Revelation that the Word of God, being
the Divine Truth itself, therefore contains an internal
spiritual sense, whereby it is holy in every syllable.
Now, sadly, we arrive at the Farewell Soiree on
Wednesday the 19th August 1857. Here we see a lifelike bust of the late Rev John Clowes presented to
Conference by Alderman Agnew. Then we must leave
with only memories of the successful "Gathering of the
Clans" in 1857.

Down the years Tardis now brings us, to a bright sunny
day at our Anerley Church for the 100th Conference in
June 1907, and to celebrate 150 years of the "Lord's
New Dispensation." We arrive in time to hear Rev
Stonestreet open the proceedings with a short service.
The Roll has 35 Ministers, 5 Trustees and 75
representatives. Rev J R Rendell is elected President.
On Tuesday the business includes a ladies’ meeting
where topics for discussion are presented by Miss Buss.
(Her brother, Rev James Buss, christened me at
Kensington) A silver cake-stand is presented to Rev I
Tansley, the retiring Principal (of the New Church
College). The Conference Service is held that evening.

ceaseless labour of our ministers. They seem to live
only for the Church and Sunday School. Many of them
hold Sunday evening lectures; 28 conduct weekly
Sunday Schools; others give missionary lectures.
House meetings have been organised in 18 Societies,
although it is sad that our Society at York has ceased to
meet for worship. The College Council reports that Mr
John Presland is completing his fourth year of
studentship. (John Rous Presland was ordained in
1908)
The Committee on the translation of The Word stated
that Genesis should be completed within two years. I
smile to hear the 'Penny per week Fund' mentioned.
(My Mother was an ardent collector in the 1920s!) We
are told this fund could yield £600 per annum.
Rev W H Claxton speaks of 42 Societies having a junior
membership of 1,056. It is noteworthy that in 27
Societies with 2,148 Sunday Scholars they have no
Junior members! On the other hand, the New Church
Magazine now boasts a production of 13,500 copies
annually! The 1907 Conference is surely a milestone in
our march forward - but there is work to be done! The
arrangements put in by the Anerley Society are
outstanding, with lunches and teas generously supplied
throughout the sessions.
Now the Tardis takes us to Manchester on a sunny day
in May 1957 - to celebrate the 150th Conference and
the 200th anniversary of 'The Last Judgment.' Rev Alan
Grange conducts the opening service, and speaks on
Luke 10 - the Lord sending forth His disciples.
The Rev C H Presland reads the declaration of our
Faith. The Lord Mayor of Manchester, Alderman Leslie
Lever MP welcomes Conference, and says how much
we need spiritual guidance to solve our present day
problems. The Roll now contains 31 Ministers, 9
Trustees and 68 representatives. A formidable number
of reports are read while a welcome is made to the
President of the General Convention of the New
Jerusalem in the U.S. and Canada. Various committees
are chosen - which are said to be "The Backbone of
Conference." Sadly several members have now passed
into the spiritual world including Revs Colborne Kitching
and S J C Goldsack, while Mr W C Dick, MA FEIS is
fondly remembered for his valuable book - "The Bible,
its Letter and Spirit."

The front page of the programme for the
100th Session of Conference at Anerley

On Wednesday the President confirmed that South
Wales needed help, mainly from a Welsh-speaking
minister! Our churches in Bristol, Northampton and
Southend are also causing concern. The President
makes it known how deeply impressed he is at the
7

On Tuesday Sacrament is celebrated by the President.
There are 95 communicants. Rev Dennis Duckworth is
appointed President. Sir Thomas Chadwick moves that
Rev C H Presland is made Secretary of Conference. In
accepting the post, Mr Presland says that it is exactly
140 years since the Roll of Conference was first signed
by a Presland. Mrs A E Friend brings greetings from the
Women's League to Conference. Several ministers
make it clear that Love and Charity must be at the head
(Continued on page 8)

New Church Revolution and Evolution
(Continued from page 7)

of our teaching. We are reminded that we are in an
unfavourable spiritual climate, with no students at the
College. However keep cheerful – the tide will turn.
In the evening on a brighter note - to Chorlton Town Hall
for the Social and entertainment. In his address Rev
Bryan Trobridge brings to life the great figures of
Hindmarsh and Clowes. He mentions Divine Providence
(259) and the three essentials of the Church - "An
acknowledgement of the Divinity of the Lord, of the
holiness of the Word, and the life which is called
Charity."
There are musical items and amusing sketches. Dennis
Duckworth keeps us smiling at what he calls 'historical
coincidences'. He tells us that all three Jubilee
Presidents have had an Accrington connection. (as has
our new Senior Minister) Later refreshments are served

continued

and the hall is prepared for dancing.
On the final day the Fire Fellowship gets an airing with
the Rev W G Whittaker now in command. And on a
more dismal note it is stated that our ministers’ stipends
are below that of an average labourer! After lengthy
discussion the Conference Appeal is set at £8,000. So
comes to an end our Gathering of the Clans, 1957 - with
its celebration of the 200th year of 'The Last Judgment'.
The closing sermon is given by Rev Harry Hilton. A
successful Meeting many said - but I can't help
pondering on what Dr Bayley would have said if he had
been here today in 1957. Maybe it would have been:
‘Keep your nose to the grindstone and work even harder
– in time for the next 50 years!’

Forgiveness 21st Century-Style
Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, ‘Lord,
how many times shall I forgive my brother
when he sins against me? Up to seven
times? Jesus answered, ‘I tell you, not seven
times, but seventy-seven times’
Matthew 18:21-22
The forgiveness of sins has always been an absolutely
central factor in religion. In the Christian religion it is
something that goes to the very heart of the teaching of
Jesus. As William Blake was to put it in the introduction
to his poem ‘The Everlasting Gospel’:
‘There is not one Moral Virtue that Jesus inculcated but
Plato and Cicero did inculcate before him; what then did
Jesus inculcate? Forgiveness of sins. This alone is the
Gospel, and this is the Life and Immortality brought to
light by Jesus….If you forgive one another your
Trespasses, so shall Jehovah forgive you, that he
himself may dwell among you; but if you avenge, you
murder the Divine Image, & he cannot dwell among you;
…’
Earlier in the year Anglican clergyman, Rev Julie
Nicholson, announced that she was giving up her
ministry because she was unable to forgive her
daughter’s killer. Mrs Nicholson’s daughter had been
killed in the Edgware Road bombing on 7th July 2005 in
which her murderer, Mohammed Sidique Khan, had
also died. Eight months after her daughter Jenny’s
death, Mrs Nicholson said; ‘It’s very difficult for me to
stand behind an altar and celebrate the Eucharist, and
lead people in words of peace and reconciliation and
8

forgiveness when I feel very far from that myself.’ As a
father of two sons and two daughters myself I can
understand her feelings. Imagine having to cope with
the work of an inner-city vicar following the murder of
one of one’s own beloved children. As another Anglican
woman minister, writing in the Roman Catholic weekly,
‘The Tablet’, put it:
‘Grief needs its own time and space, and carrying the
pain of others or celebrating their joys while deeply
grieving is not something we should expect of any
priest.’
Does this mean that the teaching of forgiveness is
mistaken? I cannot agree with that, but we must learn to
realise that forgiveness can sometimes be an extremely
difficult thing and that it must not be preached by
Christian leaders in a glib and thoughtless way. We may
actually increase the pain of people already suffering
deeply by preaching a doctrine of forgiveness that is
superhuman in its expectations. There is a charity called
‘the Forgiveness Project’ which has been set up to
promote conflict resolution by collecting and sharing the
stories of those who have experienced conflict and
violence. Writing for the project, Archbishop Desmond
Tutu has said:
‘Forgiveness does not mean condoning what has been
done. It means taking what has happened seriously and
not minimising it; drawing out the sting in the memory
that threatens to poison our entire existence.’ It is taught
that when sins are forgiven they are not wiped out or
washed away, but taken away:see The New Jerusalem,
No. 166. Forgiven does not imply forgotten.
(Continued on page 9)

(Continued from page 8)

Before we can forgive we must give space to our grief,
anger and incomprehension about the violence we have
suffered. We have to acknowledge the validity of our
anger and hate for the one who has injured us. Only
then can we ‘move on’, as the modern phrase has it, put
the past behind us and somehow come to ‘accept’ what
has happened.
‘ I was angry with my friend:
I told my wrath, my wrath did end.’
These words of William Blake, from his poem
appropriately called ‘The Poison Tree’, show how
important it often is to show our anger before we can
forgive. But if we nurture our grievances, if we water
them like plants, they will grow, sometimes taking over
our lives until they make us ugly within.
‘I was angry with my foe,’ wrote Blake
I told it not, my wrath did grow.
And I watered it in fears,
Night and morning with my tears;
And I sunned it with smiles,
And with soft deceitful wiles.’
The result was that the tree grew and bore an apple
which kills his foe.
Sometimes the wronged person is able to forgive for
the sake of those who have committed violence against
us. ‘Father, forgive them for they know what they do.’
These words of Jesus spoken from the Cross are the
supreme example of forgiveness that flows from divine
love and a recognition of the blindness and ignorance
that lie at the heart of all violence and revenge.
Personal forgiveness is not an option open to Mrs
Nicholson. Her daughter’s killer died when the bomb
with which he murdered others blew up. He died
believing that what he was doing was right, indeed that
it was commanded by God. But, by coming to terms
with the situation, by reaching greater understanding,
Mrs Nicholson can, I believe, achieve forgiveness.

and come to understand what has happened, why it has
happened, and how it has impacted on us and what we
can do to free ourselves from being someone whose
identity is solely that of a victim of a particular tragedy.
We can, I am sure, all think of examples of those who
were, or whose loved ones were, victims. Sometimes
grief is transcended and energies are pit into a search
for justice or a campaign to prevent things like this
happening again, as with the Suzy Lamplugh Trust, the
charity set up by the parents of the young estate agent
who disappeared (presumed murdered) almost twenty
years ago. But we can also think of those who become
obsessed with the desire for revenge so that it becomes
entirely negative and self-defeating, as illustrated by
Blake’s little poem. Sometimes a person’s life becomes
destroyed by grief and he or she is unable to move on
and becomes as it were immobile, like Miss Havisham
in Great Expectations, sitting forever in her wedding
dress awaiting her bridegroom.
Forgiveness is not an easy thing. We can say that it is
easy for God because forgiveness is part of the nature
of the divine, but on our human plane things are very
different. Perhaps we can see forgiveness as a way of
‘going towards peace’ instead of repeating endlessly the
cycles of violence and revenge. That way is an
immensely difficult one. We will still encounter violent
responses because that, we may say, is the way of the
hells. We may take one step forward only to fall back
time and again, but if we have made a choice of
direction that will become a source of strength for us.
Sometimes this world seems a bleak and terrible place.
Where is the healing law of love? I think we can only
start with ourselves. Are we full of thoughts of hatred
and revenge? If so, where is there room for the divine
image to dwell in us? Even though success is by no
means assured, that is no reason for not following the
path of forgiveness, the only way that gives any hope of
ending the cycles of violence and revenge.
‘And throughout all eternity
I forgive you, you forgive me.’
(William Blake)

There is a saying in French which translated means, ‘To
understand all is to forgive all’. Understanding does not
mean condoning acts of violence, but if we are not to
remain victims, we have to go beyond condemnation

Address reminder
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Mrs Margaret Presland (Senior)
Avon Reach Residential Home
Farm Lane
Mudeford
Christchurch
Dorset
BH23 4AH

Richard Lines

Summer Camp 13-18 at Morley in Derbyshire
If you read this magazine regularly doubtless you will
have heard of Purley Chase, that house near
Atherstone where the young people of the New Church
(and other associations if they so wish) go to meet up
with friends and have fun every year for a week (or
longer depending on which summer school you go to).
You can go to Purley from the age of eight till whenever
you get tired of it (i.e. forever as you never do). This
year while Purley was being refurbished the summer
school for 13-18 still went ahead at a different centre in
Morley, Derbyshire. If you have never been to Purley or
don’t know what’s different today to how it was when
you went you can now find out in this article.
I’ll start at the beginning, the part where we drive up, run
inside to the chart to find out where we’re sleeping, then
rush upstairs to dump our stuff and find out who’s
already arrived. The days go like this: after the wake up
bell we go and get breakfast, have matins and tidy our
rooms for inspection before the first talk of the day. We
have two talks per morning with a break in the middle.
We then have lunch and do an activity in the afternoon.
These range from games in the grounds to water sports,
and from building bonfires to preparing sketches for the
social. After tea we have an evening activity, discos, a
social, games, the bonfire, flashlight freeze tag and a
film. Then we have vespers. It’s not over then though.
Every year we have a bed time story (which isn’t as
strange as it sounds) when we all bounce downstairs in
our sleeping bags for the story, then the hard bit - going
back upstairs. At some point in the week there’s a
midnight feast at about 11:30 (but don’t tell Bev!)
That description may not sound like much but that’s only
the bare bones of Purley. Purley has many traditions
e.g. whack-a-box before the bonfire, the social, never
going to bed straight away and not forgetting Clifford’s
Purley song at the social about what’s gone on that

week. You always learn new things at Purley, and I
don’t just mean the things you hear in the leader’s
lessons in the morning about esoteric and exoteric,
other religions and Swedenborg (which are really good).
When you’ve got free time you learn new games like
Chinese Snap which involves slow reacting leaders and
everyone trying to slam their hand down without injury,
or Poker with checkers which at some point involves
begging checkers off your friends to bet.
The Purley leaders are an unusual, rare breed. They
can survive on an unusual sleep pattern and are very
obliging; they always join in when they can and sort out
your problems. They found the replacement centre for
this years Purley making sure it was big enough and
quite near to Purley so people’s journey time was about
the same unless you got lost (you know who you are!).
The Morley centre had a few differences to Purley like
the honesty boxes so you could buy chocolate bars, two
chapels, a TV (not sure if that was good or bad), more
rooms and single rooms instead of dorms. Like Purley it
had big grounds, friendly staff and good food (but we
definitely missed Irene’s Shepherd’s Pie, among
others). We missed the dorms but we made up for it as
we just visited each others rooms if the leaders weren’t
on patrol.
This year’s outing was rafting at the water park which
was great and very funny; it was just a shame it got cut
short by a thunder storm. The games were organised by
someone in the school and not the leaders, and that
was great too, with rounds, teams, water bombs and
golden potatoes (No, crab apples don’t count!). The
Social has been around for years and still goes ahead
with the usual bits - drag, Clifford’s song and lots of
sketches of all types. This year they included The
Purley News, Tramps and loads of others.
We get a lot of input into our summer
camps and so we get to say what we
want to do the next year when it comes
to outings, age range and activities,
(every year we get the request for a
longer Purley but it’s never happened).
This year it was said our group was a
Church community which is true,
Purley’s like a family too. We’ll be back
at Purley next year with the new rooms
and Dave and Anne (instead of Wilf
and Irene who’ve retired) and even
though we weren’t there this year it still
felt like Purley because of the people. If
you want to find out more about our
Summer School a website’s been set
up at:
www.purleychasecentre.org.uk
Jenni Waugh

10

Scottish Association - Chairman’s Address 2006
At the very end of the New Testament we find a
heartfelt prayer to the Lord, "Amen. Come, Lord
Jesus!" [Revelation 22:20]. It is a prayer that is
commended to all who love the Lord. Indeed, we read
elsewhere, "He who....knows anything of the Lord's
coming, and of the New Heaven and the New Church,
thus of the Lord's kingdom, let him pray that it may
come" [Apocalypse Revealed 956].
It is all too easy to neglect prayer and miss its
importance as a part of our outreach ministry. When
there are campaigns to be organised and projects to
run, prayer can seem to be something of an
inconvenience and even a waste of precious time. Yet
the Word urges us to pray for the coming of the Lord
and the growth of His New Church. To neglect this call
to prayer is to omit an essential step in the mission of
the Church. Prayer is a vital ingredient without which
outreach will wither and growth be stunted.
It is worth reminding ourselves of an elementary
teaching of the Word. There is no Church, indeed no
Heaven, without the presence of the Lord. The prophet
Zephaniah reminds us that, "The Lord your God is in
your midst, a mighty one who will save" [Zephaniah
3:17]. The author of the book of Revelation also
proclaims the presence of the Lord in the midst of His
New Church when he writes, "I saw seven golden
lampstands, and in the midst of the lampstands one like
a son of man" [Revelation 1:12,13]. Unless the Lord is in
the midst of all that we do, we cannot be the Church nor
can we play any part in the building of His kingdom.
Does not the psalmist tell us, "Unless the Lord builds
the house, those who build it labour in vain" [Psalm
127:1]
To pray is to engage in a conversation with the Lord. In
this way a dialogue is opened up, helping to build a
personal relationship between Him and us. There is a
world of difference between knowing of the Lord and
enjoying a close friendship with Him. The closer we get
to Him, the more fully we realise how much we need
Him for all our spiritual requirements. To attempt any
serious outreach work without drawing our resources
and strength from the Lord is as hopeless a task as
trying to walk around the world without any food or
drink. Outreach work must take its lead and draw its
strength from the Lord. Prayer is an essential tool in
enabling this personal involvement of the Lord in our
outreach work.

In its simplest form our outreach prayer might be "Thy
kingdom come", for the New Church is the Lord's
kingdom on earth. To pray for it is to begin to receive it
in our own hearts and lives. Such prayer also helps us
to visualize the growth of the New Church in the world
around us and from this visualisation there begins to
emanate from us a positive sphere that the Lord can
use. The Lord teaches us to believe that when we pray
for His kingdom it will come, for He says, "If you ask me
for anything in my name, I will do it" [John 14:14]. It is,
of course, important to remember to ask "in His name",
that is to ask for the growth of the New Church as He
sees to be wise and good.
Can such prayer make a difference? I am sure that it
can and we might be surprised at what results occur
when we call upon the living presence of the Lord in our
lives and outreach work. To be sure, it is not enough to
say our prayers and then sit back and wait for the Lord
to do all the work. Prayer comes first and from it we can
then take the strength of the Holy Spirit to give new
power to our outreach efforts. The pouring out of the
Lord's Spirit together with our cooperation in His service
makes a powerful and effective force for good.
As Chairman of this Association I am calling today for a
year of prayer and study for the growth of the New
Church. I am calling for it in our collective life as a body
of New Church people here in Scotland. I am also
calling for it in our personal prayer lives. I shall try to
lead by example in my own life and ministry. A year of
prayer is something we can all work on and share in,
from our oldest member to our youngest child. It will
bring us closer together and link us more fully with the
Lord. It will enable the Lord to gift us with new spiritual
life and it will be a powerful tool in our outreach work.
" ‘Surely I am coming soon'. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus."

Rev Robert Gill

www.spiritualwisdom.org.uk
New pages added recently include:
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Time and Spiritual State
Colours of the Rainbow
The Humanity of God

God Loves You
Number Symbols
The Epic of Gilgamesh

Letter
Dear Editor

Dr Geoffrey Bentley
18 Farley Road, Derby, DE23 6BX

At the New Church Children's Society's AGM in June,
Mrs Kate Mongredien resigned as a trustee and as a
member of the board of management. We thank her for
her work over 14 years. A new trustee will be appointed
from those who know the workings of the society
intimately.
We would like to recruit a new member of the board.
The new member can come from anywhere in the
United Kingdom but should be a member of the Society.
Any one in doubt about their membership can contact
the secretary:

(01332 343176)

thebentleys@18farley.fsnet.co.uk

We welcome a board member who has experience of
being a one-parent family or having some knowledge of
the benefits system or work with disadvantaged
families.
Yours sincerely
Geoffrey Bentley
Honorary Secretary

Purley Chase Progress
The picture to the right shows the
progress made in erecting the steel
framework for the new annex to Purley
Chase (as on September 12th).

The smaller picture below shows the
same location prior to demolition of the
earlier extensions.

Lifeline
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