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Influx into Effort
There is an old New Church saying, "Influx into Effort". It is a good adage to remember whenever we face personal
difficulties, challenges, or temptations. In such situations it would be foolish of us to sit back passively awaiting Divine
help. Such help is available, but it can only be provided in proportion to our own efforts to meet the demands of the
situation which we are facing. The teaching is well expressed in the following passage:It is a universal law that an inflow adjusts itself to the outflow, and if the outflow is blocked, so is the inflow.
Through the internal man there is an inflow of good and truth from the Lord, and through the external there
should be an outflow, an outflow into life, that is, in the exercise of charity. As long as that outflow is taking
place the inflow from heaven that is, from the Lord by way of heaven, is continuous.
Arcana Caelestia 5828:3
As soon as we choose to fight a temptation, or forgive someone who has upset us, or offer support to a person in
trouble, there is an inflow of heavenly life into our minds. This life, which is essentially a gift of goodness and truth,
will strengthen our efforts and enable us to succeed in the spiritual task or service which we are embarked upon. The
greater the effort and commitment we give to the task, the greater the inflow from the Lord will be.
Jesus teaches us the same principle in the Gospels:
"Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will
be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you." Luke 6:38 - NIV
Such is the generosity of the Lord's measure, that once we put an effort into serving him and his people, we receive
from him a gift of heavenly life greater than anything that we have given out. Without this inflow we would not be
capable of completing any spiritual task, but with it we grow in spiritual life and joy. The more effort we put into giving
of ourselves in the Lord's service, the fuller we become of his gifts and blessings.
(Continued on page 2)
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Our mission is to express, share
and experience with others in life
an inclusive, non-judgmental
vision of God’s kingdom

(Continued from page 1)

We might wonder why the Lord waits for us to make the effort to serve him before he inflows with his gifts. A prime
reason is to preserve our sense of free will; that is our ability to choose for ourselves how we will live. The Lord never
forces us to serve him, but when we choose to do so he speedily makes his help available. The principle of "Influx
into Effort" never fails, and applies to every aspect of life.
In our lives it is up to us to take the initiative, making the effort to fight against our evils, to worship the Lord, and to
be charitable to other people. If we hold back until Divine aid comes we will wait for ever. The onus is with us to
make an effort, and then the Lord will be able to flow into our efforts with his priceless gifts. We cannot accomplish
anything without his inflowing help, but he cannot inflow until we choose to serve him and make an effort to do so.
Rev Robert Gill

Adventures in Prayer
Sharon Connors is a minister in the Unity Church which has been strongly
influenced by Swedenborgian ideas. This is probably why I could relate to so
much of what she has written.
She divides her book, Adventures in Prayer, into three sections. The first section
deals with her experience of prayer and suggests reasons about why prayer
works for people. She talks about the way the God she was brought up with in
another Church had to become a loving God before she could really take herself
and her life to Him in prayer. The second section shows how she uses prayer in
specific situations and areas of life. In the final section she looks at expanding
the power of prayer "so that we make the best of our lives on this earth."
The whole book is illustrated throughout with examples from her ministry. It also
includes very useful affirmations and practices and many prayers. I believe that it
makes a very useful introduction for people just beginning their prayer life and
trying to understand the how and why. I imagine it could also be the means of
recharging a prayer life that has become perfunctory.
I found a copy in the local library but If you want to buy your own it retails at
around £10 - £12, although it can be found at reduced prices on the internet.
Adventures in Prayer by Sharon Connors, is published by Hodder and Stoughton
(ISBN. 0-340-82669-X) (NB There is another book with the same title by another
author)
Rev John Sutton

Shining Soul: Helen Keller’s Spiritual Life and Legacy
The Swedenborg Society now has the Helen Keller DVD 'Shining Soul' in stock and we are selling it at
£13.99 plus P&P.
Orders to:

swed.soc@netmatters.co.uk or through www.swedenborg.org.uk
or 020 7405 7986
or by post to 20/21 Bloomsbury Way, London WC1A 2TH.
Richard Lines
Secretary
Swedenborg Society
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Young Families and Adults Weekend at Ridley Hall
Last Mother’s Day weekend thirty
five people descended on Ridley
Hall, Northumberland for a family
and young adult weekend. Having
heard all about these events from
previous attendees I decided to be
brave and venture the many miles
from Sunderland to Haydon Bridge. It
was a journey that was not wasted. A
great weekend was had by all and
finally I know the faces behind the
names.
The children had the freedom of the
house and were rarely seen other
than at group sessions where they
made mother’s day cards, planned
the Sunday service and perhaps
more importantly made numerous
friendships.

The adults dissected the stories of
Genesis 1-3 and learned that the
Bible isn’t always to be taken
literally! Overall the weekend was a
lovely experience and thanks must
be given to all the staff and leaders
for making the weekend go so well.
The weekend is effectively summed
up by the resounding request by all
the families for another get together
soon. Many people, including
myself, attended for the first time
and word on the grapevine is that
other new people are interested in
coming in the future.
Please do…..!
Lynne Griffiths
from Sunderland
(and her new friends!)

Young Families and Adults Weekend at Ridley Hall
3rd - 5th November 2006
Price approx £55 adults and £35 children (over 3). For further details please contact:
Jenny and Steve Jones 0114 257 6015 or oban@jsj16.wanadoo.co.uk

3

Winter School at SOLCe
From 27th to 30th January 2006 I was fortunate to
attend the 4 day Winter School held at The Swedenborg
Open Learning Centre (SOLCe). The course, ‘The
Quest for Spirituality’, was led by Clifford Curry, David
Lomax and Alan Bowie. Please note that much of the
section on ‘Pathways in Prayer’ is taken verbatim from
Clifford’s notes rather than my own comments.
Alan Bowie led the group on ‘an Arcana Adventure’
through Genesis 22, which dealt with the testing of
Abraham as the Lord called on him to sacrifice his only
son, Isaac. As the least experienced student present I
found myself severely tested too! My sympathy was
very much with the ram caught by its horns in a thicket
as I bog snorkelled my way through the Arcana towards
greater understanding of the levels of meaning
contained within this portion of the Word. I felt I had
achieved a great deal by not giving up on this activity!
David Lomax had us looking at ‘The changing religious
landscape of Britain’. This included a study of the ‘Five
Churches’ as presented by Swedenborg. I personally
found the description of Christianity as external and
lacking in charity a little challenging! David also
examined some characteristics of the current spiritual
scene, and asked us to reflect on the role of the New
Church today.
Clifford's sessions were designed to appeal to a range
of temperaments and included sessions on ‘Symbols of
the Sacred’, ‘Consideration of the nature of the one who
prays’ and a very exciting workshop creating sacred
drama; this was magical stuff using makeshift props to
create Noah's workshop, the boat during the calming of
the storm and the scene of the return of the prodigal
daughter.
I greatly appreciated the whole College experience
including the sumptuous food, fellowship and worship. I
also enjoyed meeting Elizabeth and baby Eloise who
visited David during the weekend. However one session

in particular has had a tremendous impact on the way I
now relate to the quest for spirituality and I want to
share this.
Clifford introduced us to ‘Pathways in Prayer’ - bringing
spiritual practice into harmony with individual spirituality.
He suggested that people fall into fundamentally
different types; that this is taught in the Writings of the
church, that this is reflected in the differing
characteristics of the four gospel writers and appears in
the different characters of some leading figures in the
early Christian church. Clifford quoted from Heaven and
Hell 56 that "It can scarcely be made clear to the
comprehension that the perfection of heaven is the
result of variety" and pointed out that if variety is
desirable in internal worship then we should expect
variety in approaches to prayer and spiritual practice.
From a personal point of view I find all this deeply
reassuring. As an advocate of unity without uniformity in
the universal church I have often been dismayed by
arguments, between and within churches, on matters
that appear to be secondary to the main task of loving
one another.
I believe that we are called to be living stones in the
walls of the New Jerusalem. As individuals we represent
different parts of the body of Christ with correspondingly
different uses in the life of the church. Recognition of
these differences should promote tolerance and respect
between people, and between churches, as our
individual response to God and our preferred spiritual
practice reflects the temperament we have been given.
Swedenborg suggests there are 4 types of people, all
mutually dependant and - drawing on the work of
Keirsey and Bates, and Michael and Norrisey - Clifford
provoked thought by making some interesting links. The
material that follows is taken from Clifford's course
handouts.

Gospel

Swedenborg

Type

Body of
Christ
Body of
Church

Gospel
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Response
to God’s ..

Spirituality

Matthew

Spiritual /
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James

Goodness

Ignatian

Mark
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Natural

Free spirit
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Peter
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Luke

Spiritual
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Body

Paul

Spirit
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John
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Thinker
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John
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(Aquinas)
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Matthew types are carers, with a duty to keep the rules,
fulfill obligations and preserve and protect. They also
value heritage. They respond to the GOODNESS of
God who is a loving heavenly father who looks after
them and cares and protects. Sometimes pessimistic,
they need to trust. They praise the Lord “Great is thy
faithfulness”. These people are the FEET of the church
that carry forward the church's mission to make the
world a kindlier and more caring place. The "Onward
Christian Soldiers" folks.
Mark types are free spirits focused on action and going
with the flow. At best open and responsive to the Lord's
spirit in the NOW. Easily bored but shine in a crisis.
They live in the present and like excitement and
challenge. They respond to the BEAUTY of God, who
has filled his creation with Divine energy and life.
Sometimes impulsive and ignoring rules, they can be
over generous and given to the 'grand gesture'. These
people are the HANDS of the church. They are hands
on , get things done people. Like Bob the builder they
can fix it. They are optimists. For them God has limitless
resources. They are the “All things bright and beautiful”
folks.
Luke types are encouragers, and are creative with good
interpersonal and communication skills. They dislike
conflict and find negative criticism hard to take. They
commit themselves to helping others and have both
insight and compassion. They have strong feelings and
an urge for perfection. These people look to the future,
to possibilities, hopes and dreams. They respond to the
SPIRIT of God who is everywhere a divine presence
breathed into his creation. A compassionate companion
who understands our feelings and speaks in the
stillness of the heart. They relate to symbol and parable
and will seek meaning in life through intimacy with God.
These people are like the BODY of the church. They
inwardly digest thoughts and ideas and provide ideas,
energy, enthusiasm and optimism to others - not by
outward leadership, but by inner intuition and insight
into the human situation.
John types are thinkers, and are both logical and
orderly. They seek truth and enjoy the complex
challenge of seeking that understanding. They will seek
to improve and excel and are self critical and impatient.
They can be insensitive in personal relations and are
often leaders. They like to be in control and often excel
in their chosen field. They respond to the WISDOM of

God, seeking with their hunger for perfection to attain to
truth, goodness and unity. Mystics and contemplatives
tend to this temperament. These people are like the
HEAD of the church. They can make wise and far
sighted leaders.
To what extent can we recognise our own "type" in the
above? Perhaps we are a mixed type! I have always
appeared to fall firmly in the Luke camp, but my recent
involvement with Franciscan spirituality is bringing out
elements of the Mark temperament and this has helped
me to go more with the flow. Although these ideas are
speculative they have helped me to be less judgemental
of others. Consider this. If we find ourselves disagreeing
with someone else on a matter of spiritual practice are
we objectively in the right or merely responding in
accordance with our own type - as indeed the other
person may be? If we can look at things in this way,
that we are different because that is how the Lord wants
us to be - then a lot of heat can be removed from
disagreements.
As Clifford concluded: There are no simple answers to
the 'right', 'best', 'most helpful' ways to pray. To sing
your head off, sit in silence, write a journal, walk in the
country, kneel in a church, help a neighbour, or
whatever brings you closer to God; is in the end the
'right pathway in prayer'.
Trevor Millar

Note:
The works referred to above are:
"Please understand me" Keirsey and Bates
ISBN 0-9606954-0-0
"Prayer and Temperament" Michael and Norrisey
ISBN 0-940136-01-5
Editor’s Note:
A summary of the four types of spirituality mentioned in
this article, Ignatian, Franciscan, Augustinian and
Thomistic can be found at the following web address:
www.pttw.org/peek/spirituality.html

“Everything in the created universe is a vessel for the divine love and wisdom of the Divine-Human One.”
Divine Love and Wisdom 55
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God is our Refuge and Strength The Book of Psalms
I am delighted to be able to present to Lifeline readers a series of articles by Rev John
Elliott. In this eleventh article John explains why he chose the first words of Psalm 46
as the general title of his series and then goes on to write about the whole of that
psalm.
“By David in the Psalms we have to understand the Lord. In the
Psalms therefore, wherever David is the speaker the Lord is meant in
the spiritual sense.” Prophets and Psalms

I’m not sure of the origin of my school motto Dominus
Fortitudo Nostra, which means The Lord is our Strength
- that is, strength of mind and purpose, especially in
times of hardship - but ever since my schooldays I have
associated it with the first verse of Psalm 46, God is our
refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
Above the motto on the school badge, there is a male
figure who, seated on a horse, is spearing a dragon. If
the school’s founder, the first Quintin Hogg, were to
have been asked whether that figure was St Michael, St
George, or some other, he would probably have
responded, ‘Any of these.’ And his reply to the question
whether Psalm 46:1 lay behind the wording of the motto
might have been something like, ‘Does that matter? Its
message is what matters, not its origins.’
Born into a monied family, educated at a public school,
and subsequently very successful as a business man,
Quintin Hogg devoted his entire adult life to helping the
poor and uneducated he saw living in the squalid
conditions of nineteenth-century London. And it was a
profoundly Christian spirit that moved him to do so through education, in the broadest sense of that word.
The provision of evening classes in all manner of
subjects for underprivileged Londoners led ultimately to
the establishment of the first polytechnic, at 309 Regent
Street, and soon after this, in the same building, to the
day-school which I was to attend some sixty years later.
Quintin Hogg once said, ‘What the world needs is not so
much a lot of writing about religion as a dealing with
everything in a religious spirit.’ I fancy that he would
certainly have approved of the words often quoted by
New-Church people, All religion has relation to life, etc.
But I’m digressing! To Psalm 46.
In my article that appeared in the February issue of
Lifeline I was able to relate, in a meaningful way, the
words in the superscription or title of Psalm 121 - A
song of Ascents - to the song itself. And in the article
published a month ago, on Psalm 22, I was again able
to show how title and song were interconnected. But,
as you will see from what follows, I cannot do the same
with the forty-sixth psalm.
In the original Hebrew the title consists of four
instructions or pieces of information. These are
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rendered in the English Standard Version as follows,
To the choirmaster. Of the Sons of Korah.
According to Alamoth. A Song
The meaning of the first and fourth of these informative
statements is plain and needs no explanation, but
something must be said about the second and third,
even though I cannot indicate the relevance of them to
the whole psalm.
Who were the Sons of Korah, or the Korahites?
According to 2 Chronicles 20:19 they were some of the
choristers who sang sacred songs during worship
offered in the Temple.
They were, it seems,
descendants of those Korahites who had not joined the
revolt against Moses’ leadership that is described in the
Book of Numbers. Their ancestor Korah, the prime
leader of that rebellion, together with all those Korahites
and others who took part in it, perished when the
ground beneath them split apart and they were all
swallowed up. (For details of all this, please see
Numbers 16:1-35 and 26:9-11.) Korah himself was a
great grandson of Levi and a grandson of Kohath, and
therefore he and his descendants belonged in general
to that tribe which was responsible for all aspects of
worship in the Tabernacle and later on in the Temple,
and in particular to that family within the tribe that was
required to ‘look after’ the singing.
The titles to nine other songs within the Psalter refer to
the Sons of Korah. It has been suggested that this
family of singers were collectors of sacred songs and
that it was through them that Psalm 46 and those other
nine, being the best of their collection so to speak,
found their way into what has come down to us as The
Book of Psalms. But what relevance has any of this
speculation to our understanding of the literal, never
mind the spiritual, sense of these songs that we find in
the Word of the Lord?
The Hebrew word Alamoth within the third instruction of
the title to Psalm 46 is retained by English translators
because no immediate sense can be made of it. It is
certainly an ordinary Hebrew word meaning maidens,
but what could According to Maidens possibly denote?
Perhaps it is some kind of instruction to the leader of the

choir indicating that the singing was to be accompanied by musical instruments on which one could play high notes,
such as those reached by young women’s sweet voices. But this too is mere guesswork which is getting us
nowhere, so let me move on from this unrewarding examination of the title of Psalm 46.
The whole song, in the original Hebrew and in translations other than English, consists of twelve verses, the
superscription or title constituting the first. (As I’ve mentioned before, in English versions the titles of verses stand
outside the numbering of verses.) The twelve verses divide into three virtually equal portions called stanzas, and
each stanza ends with the word selah, the meaning of which is uncertain but may serve to indicate a pause. Before
selah at the end of the second and third stanzas comes the following refrain, which originally may also have stood at
the end of the first but later on was accidentally or deliberately left out,
The LORD of hosts is with us,
the God of Jacob is our fortress.
This refrain sums up the psalmist’s complete confidence that in times of crisis God is present and a sure protection.
He is like a fortress or stronghold for those who take ‘refuge’ in Him and are given ‘strength’ by Him. The refrain at
the end of the second and third stanzas reiterates so to speak the confidence and trust expressed by the psalmist in
the first,
God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way,
though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea,
though its waters roar and foam,
though the mountains tremble at its swelling. Selah
An earthquake producing a landslip so enormous that mountains disappear into the sea, or storms raging so fiercely
that mighty mountains shake like jelly, are very frightening prospects. But such images of natural disasters are
poetic. They must not be taken literally but as symbols of the worst situations in which a city or nation may find itself,
situations which are faced with courage and strength by those for whom Ein’ feste Burg ist unser Gott (A safe
stronghold is our God), to quote the first line of Martin Luther’s hymn.
In its second stanza the song moves on from a declaration of confidence in the Lord God, that He is always ‘a very
present help in trouble,’ to an expression of joy on account of that presence, and of the actions He takes against
outside forces that constitute a threat to the peace and stability of the nation,
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved;
God will help her when morning dawns.
The nations rage, the kingdoms totter;
he utters his voice, the earth melts.
The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress. Selah
The Divine presence is likened to a river, with streams or tributaries, flowing through the city - a peaceful scene that
brings joy to its inhabitants. But rivers spoken of in the Word of God have another function, namely as natural
frontiers or boundaries which may serve to protect a nation from its enemies. A likening of God’s presence with, and
protection of, His people to mighty rivers occurs at Isaiah 33:21,
But there the LORD in majesty will be for us
a place of broad rivers and streams,
where no galley with oars can go,
nor majestic ship can pass.
So the river running through the city of God is not only a picture of His peace there but also of His activity to preserve
her in times of danger. As long as He inhabits the city she is ‘unmoved’, that is, comes to no harm, and when a dark
night of peril is over, her citizens see that He has kept them safe; when ‘morning dawns’ they recognise that with His
help they have come through that night unscathed. In the light of day so to speak they give thanks and rejoice that
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The Book of Psalms

continued

the LORD of hosts has indeed been with them, surrounding and protecting them like the walls of a fortress.
Having expressed his total confidence and consequent joy in God’s presence throughout troublous times, in the first
two stanzas, the Psalmist invites others to see for themselves why they should share that confidence and joy,
Come, behold the works of the LORD,
how he has brought desolations on the earth.
He makes wars to cease to the end of the earth,
he breaks the bow and shatters the spear;
he burns the chariots with fire.
‘Be still, and know that I am God.
I will be exalted among the nations,
I will be exalted in the earth!’
The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress. Selah
The constant presence of the Lord God with His people, in which they rejoice, may be recognised in His ‘works’,
namely in the ‘desolation’ or destruction of forces that are mighty and tyrannical. The song does not speak of Him as
one who prevents conflicts; these in His Providence He permits. But His providential care of those who are good and
upright is at work to deliver them from evil powers. The Napoleons and Hitlers of this world succeed for a time, but
they do not ultimately triumph; in the end they meet their Waterloos and Stalingrads. The Divine ‘makes wars to
cease’ in the sense that tyrants and their seemingly powerful armies are finally defeated.
At this point those who have been reading previous articles in this series may well stop me and rightly say that
references to warfare in the Word of the Lord do not have to do with the battles we read about in history books but
with those conflicts between good and evil that go on within the human soul, which conflicts are called trials and
temptations. Also, readers may ask me, What does the manuscript Prophets and Psalms, which you have
mentioned in each one of your articles, have to say about the inner levels of meaning within Psalm 46? Well, let me
give you a rough translation of what is stated in that manuscript found among Swedenborg’s books and papers by
his heirs,
Verses 1-3,6,7
Verses 4,5
Verses 8,9
Verses 10,11

Protection is received from the Lord when the Last Judgement
commences, and for as long as it lasts
Those within the Church who are governed by the truth they have been
taught will be saved from harm by the Lord when He comes
They will not fear the hells or any invasions from there
Such confidence comes from the Lord

So on levels deeper than the literal sense the theme of Psalm 46 is Divine protection of members of the Church
when the Last Judgement takes place. For our Lord Himself, while He was in the world, the song would have served
as an assurance to Him that as a result of a successful outcome to His mission in the world, those who remained
true to their God would always be in His safekeeping, especially at a time of judgement.
In the article that appeared last December, in which the Advent Psalms 96-98 were the subject, I pointed out that the
term Last Judgement should be understood in two different ways. The first has to do with what happens at ‘the end
of the age’, when in the spiritual world an old order is ‘judged’ before it comes to an end and a new one is brought
into being. The second meaning of the term relates to the judgement that awaits each one of us on our arrival in that
world. While that personal judgement is taking place the powers of evil will be trying to invade us and take us over,
even as they did while we were on earth, perhaps all the more so. But if we trust and rejoice in the Lord’s presence
with us we shall ‘not fear the hells or any invasions from there.’ For as the first words of the forty-sixth psalm
declare, on every level of meaning, God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
In my final article I will deal with Psalm 150 and other ‘doxologies’ within the Book of Psalms.

To be continued
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Purley Chase Centre
GOOD NEWS - We have at last got an opening date - our first group that we will be welcoming back will be the
“Young Families” on the week-end of 25th May 2007.
On Saturday 16th June 2007 we are planning an Open Day/Garden Party, and we hope many of you will join us to
see the extended and re-furbished ‘Purley Chase’ meet friends and have a good day out, more details soon. If you
would like to stay for this week-end we can now offer bed and breakfast in en-suite bedroom facilities as well as the
familiar dormitories, but please book early to avoid disappointment.
If you require any further details about visiting as a group or as individuals please do not hesitate to contact me at
the following address:13 ASTLEY CRESCENT
SCOTTER
GAINSBOROUGH
LINCS
DN21 3SH

TEL: 01724 763358
e-mail david.gaffney@generalconference.co.uk

There will soon be a web-site up and running where you can get all the information you require, I will keep you
informed of developments.
Looking forward to seeing you at Purley Chase Centre.
Anne Gaffney
(Manager)

Sermons in Verse - The Wrath of God
How do we balance our knowledge of the love of God
With how the God of Moses and the prophets
Dealt with His chosen people, Israel?
How, for example, at Mount Sinai, through Moses
He ordered the slaughter of all those whose gold
Had formed the golden calf round which they danced: 1
How their bitterest foes, the Philistines, were at times
Allowed to conquer them in battle; and how,
At last, the Assyrians and Babylonians conquered them
And into exile they were captive taken.
How could a loving God let all this happen to His children
Even though they, had "brought it on themselves"
By disobedience to His commands? Well, think of this:When each of us was young our parents laid down rules,
Which, when we disobeyed, incurred a punishment.
"Lights out at ten, even beneath the sheets!",
Withdrawal of our favourite foods, confining to the house.
And these were bitterly resented;
We thought our parents cruel, that they loved us not.
Only when we, all being well, had come to understand
More or the way life is, did we discover
That our parents' "cruelty” stemmed from their love,
Their wish to teach us right from wrong and keep us safe.
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Just so Jehovah tried to keep his errant children
In His ways of holiness, with sticks and also carrots.
But they ne'er saw behind the apparent anger of their God
The love He had for them. They never got beyond 2
The childish state to man - or woman - hood.
To full acceptance of the God or love.
That had to wait until the Lord himself
Came down to earth as Jesus Christ.
To preach a gospel of a world in which Iove rules,
In which the love of God is known to all
And all the world should covered be in peace.
(A message which so often is ignored,
Just like that given Israelites of old!)
Lord, help us so in righteousness to move,
That we may see what seems to be Your wrath
To be Your loving kindness showing forth.

Jeff Lomax

(1)
(2)

Exodus 32:19-35.
Arcana Caelestia 3131: part of 3.

From the Writings ...
In Arcana Caelestia 5335 Swedenborg, in commenting on Genesis 41:46 - “And Joseph was a son of thirty years” goes on to explain that this means a state when the quantity of remains was complete. He concludes this paragraph
with these words:
“From all this one may now see why the Lord did not make Himself known until He was thirty years
of age, Luke 3:23. At that age a completed number of remnants existed with Him, though these
remnants which the Lord possessed were ones that He Himself had acquired for Himself. They were
also Divine ones and the means by which He united His Human Essence to His Divine Essence and
made that Human Essence Divine. In Him therefore lies the reason why 'thirty years' means a state
when the quantity of remnants is complete and why the priests the Levites began to perform their
specific functions when they were thirty years old. And because he was to represent the Lord's
kingship, David did not begin to reign until he was that same age. For every representative is derived
from the Lord, and therefore every representative has reference to Him”.

Finding an Inner Compass
This Women’s Spiritual Growth weekend will explore what gives us a sense of direction.
What are our landmarks and what maps do we use to chart our way in life?
How do we discern ‘illusory’ paths from the way towards truth, peace and true fulfilment?
How do we find our inner compass that can lead us to a heavenly existence?

“Ultimately, our best teacher is ourselves.
When we are open, aware, and watchful,
then we can guide ourselves properly.”
Tarthang Tulku
“I will lead the blind by ways they have not known,
along unfamiliar paths I will guide them;
I will turn the darkness into light before them
and make the rough places smooth.
Isaiah 42:16
It will be held in the beautiful Shropshire countryside
at Pool Cottage.
Numbers are limited so book early to secure a place.
Facilitated by Rev Rita Russell & Helen Brown.
Date: Friday 23rd – Sunday 25th June 2006
Price: £78
How to book: contact Rachel Turner, telephone: 01743 891621 or via website, www.poolcottage.com

2007

The 200th Conference

Work is now underway to produce a series of articles by different authors on the history of Conference since
the beginning in 1789. The series will be composed of ten articles, hopefully illustrated, starting in the August
2006 issue and completing in the June 2007 issue.
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Worship Leaders Weekend

This weekend held, in early April, at Morley Retreat
Centre, near Derby, was really nurturing and
supportive for the 18 gathered there. Morley Retreat
Centre is a beautiful house set in lovely countryside.
Adjacent to it is a very old Church which most of us
explored in our free time (what is that!) on Saturday
afternoon. It had some amazing stained glass
windows. The theme, “Rise above it”, was inspiring
and Clifford Curry, our leader, explored how we can
do just this by following the Ten Commandments.

Morley Retreat Centre

Using a book written by Ray and Star Silverman, Clifford
focused on the first 3 commandments and his enthusiasm
for the subject was infectious. The weekend was extra
special as we were privileged to share it with Peter and
Thelma Wilson, who were celebrating their Ruby Wedding
Anniversary. We had a wonderful celebratory meal on
Saturday evening, which was provided, very kindly, by
Peter and Thelma; and enjoyed a relaxing time together
before returning to work!

Thelma and Peter Wilson’s Anniversary

These weekends, which are so valuable,
would not be possible without the great
organisational skills of our CAM co-ordinator,
Jan Millar, whose dedication and commitment
is much appreciated.
So thank you Jan and thank you Clifford for a
really inspiring and wonderful weekend.
Here’s to the next one.
Gwendolen Rowe
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Notices
The General Conference of the New Church
JOB RE-ADVERTISEMENT
An enthusiastic, dynamic and creative Youth Worker with a good sense of humour and a genuine
appreciation of children and young people is required for a new full-time position at Derby New Church. The
successful candidate will be innovative, a good communicator and self-motivated as well as being able to
integrate with the existing dedicated and friendly Sunday School team. The salary is £18,204.00 per annum.
The successful applicant will work from home. There is a non-contributory pension scheme and a relocation
package is available. Mileage allowance will be paid but the employee will be expected to provide his/her
own car. For a full job description contact the Chief Executive, Michael Hindley, on 01206 303800. To apply
for the post send your C.V. and details of present salary to Michael Hindley by email to
michael.hindley@generalconference.org.uk or to 59 Campernell Close, Brightlingsea, Colchester, Essex
CO7 0TB. The closing date for applications is 16 June 2006.
For an informal chat about the duties ring Chris Sutton, Leader of the Derby Society, on 01283 704660.
The post is being re-advertised. If you would like to apply but feel you do not meet all of the criteria
please make this clear in your application.

Rules of Conference
Copies of the latest version of the Memorandum & Articles of Association and the Rules of Conference are
available free of charge by sending a return stamped (with fifty pence postage) addressed C5 envelope to:
Mr D R A Friend, 98 Abbotts Drive, WEMBLEY, Middlesex HA0 3SQ.

Michael Hindley
Chief Executive

Lifeline

Contributions should be sent to the Editor, Alan C Misson
27 Woodland Way, Shirley, Croydon, CR0 7UB Tel: 020 8777 5098

Email: alanmisson@btinternet.com

Lifeline is published on the 2nd Sunday of the month ( except in Jan and July ) by the General Conference of the New Church.
Articles and notices should reach the editor by the end of the second week of the month prior to publication.
Subscriptions to be sent to the Business Manager, Ian D McCallum
65 Heaton Road, Stockport, Cheshire, SK4 4JJ Tel: 0161 432 5362
Price per copy £1.10
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United Kingdom

£15.50

Overseas Seamail
Worldwide Airmail

£20
£27.50

