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Fasting 
 
On one occasion I had a great birthday present from my sons - a stomach bug! No birthday tea and no birthday 
cake! Scores of children at their primary school had come down with gastroenteritis over the previous few weeks. But 
whenever I have an upset stomach, I go on a fast.  
 
While I was fasting I was certainly aware of the lovely smell of food. Possibly I hadn't reflected on how wonderful 
food smelt, I would just salivate and then eat it. So I think I learnt to pause in my life and appreciate how brilliant 
God's gift of food is. I also began to wonder how much of my eating was just stuffing my face, rather than fully 
appreciating what I was doing. As a comfort-eater, particularly of the chocolate persuasion, I suppose I pondered on 
how little thought went into scoffing some squares or rows of my greatest vice!  
 
During Lent I tend to stop eating chocolate, cake and biscuits, and I find during such tines that I appreciate food 
more. I also feel more in control of what I want to eat.  
 
In terms of our spirit there are ideas and feelings which nourish and feed us, and which are from the Lord, and there 
are the opposite ones which make us spiritually undernourished, or flabby, or unhealthy. The former, heavenly food, 
makes our hearts and minds grow and develop, while the latter, hellish or selfish food, narrows our vision and limits 
our ability to appreciate anybody else's needs other than our own. In the next world, people who receive angelic food 
are healthy and radiant, while selfish people, who turn from anything that is of God, are undernourished, scowling 
and emaciated. 
 
Each of us needs to have a balanced diet for our bodies, but also for our souls. During our lives there are times when 
we deliberately or consciously fast, and times we unintentionally or unconsciously have to fast. In a spiritual or 
symbolic sense, it seems to me, eating nutritious ‘food’ involves disciplining ourselves to only accept or entertain 
attitudes and motives which are from the Lord, and rejecting or avoiding anything which merely supports our own 
whims and fancies. This is a deliberate fast. 
 

(Continued on page 2) 
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However there are times when we go through great heartache or distress, and we're waiting for the Lord's help to 
become obvious to us. Such times are unintentional fasts. During these times of inner turmoil we need to ‘fast’ by 
avoiding self-pity, or making sure that we don't take out our anger and frustrations on others. In the Bible sometimes 
fasting is linked with grief and this pictures times when we feel deeply the loss of being inspired by the Lord and 
distressed by the pointlessness of being miserable. In traditional Swedenborgian terms to ‘fast’ symbolises “to mourn 
on account of the lack of truth and good" Apocalypse Explained 1189,2 
 
I suppose that sometimes some sort of ‘stomach bug' or misconception or self-delusion has to work itself out of our 
system before the Lord can again feed us up. Possibly we need time to recognise that we have a problem? Maybe 
this helps us understand those times when we want to feel the Lord motivating us and inspiring us, but He seems 
distant or unavailable? Maybe our expectations are too high, or our opinion of ourselves is too simplistic? Maybe we 
have restricted how the Lord is supposed to work with us? 
 
Stay healthy in body and spirit 
 

Rev Brian Talbot 

(Continued from page 1) 

University Challenge 

On Monday 6th February BBC2 broadcast University 
Challenge under the chairmanship of Jeremy Paxman 
with two teams:  
 

Imperial College, London  
(a team of medical students) 

v 
St John’s College, Oxford 

 
During the course of the quiz three questions on a 
philosopher and his influence were posed to the 
Imperial College panel, who had won the starter 
question: 
 

1. A prolific writer on technical and mathematical 
topics, which Swedish mystic died in London in 
1772, after which his followers organised 
themselves into the New Church? 

 
No answer given by students. 
Correct answer: Swedenborg 
 

2. Born in 1757, which English poet and painter 
was for a while an active member of the New 
Church, and was deeply influenced by 
Swedenborg’s writings? 

Incorrect answer by students – Turner 
Correct answer: Blake 

 
3. Swedenborg was a considerable influence on 
which Swedish writer who dabbled in alchemy, 
gained a reputation for misogyny, and had his 
work championed by George Bernard Shaw? 

 
No answer given by students. 
Correct answer: Strindberg 
 
 
 
Regular watchers of University Challenge will know that 
questions on Swedenborg do turn up from time to time, 
but they do not seem to be answered very well. And you 
may also know that Jeremy Paxman’s book, The 
English - A Portrait of a People, contains references to 
Swedenborg and Blake. 
 
My thanks to Rev Bruce Jarvis for spotting these 
questions on University Challenge and letting me have 
the details. 
 

Editor 

Are you attending Conference this year?  
 

If so, would you like to lead a 'Special Interest Group'? 
 

For further details or to discuss this please contact:  Judith Wilson 01202 304671 
           judith.wilson@generalconference.org.uk 
 

Conference is at the Hayes Conference Centre in Swanwick  24th to 28th July 2006 
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The Lord’s New Christian Church 

 
 
This article, by the 
late Bruce Taylor, 
was first presented 
as a sermon at 
Seaburn Dene in 
May 2001.   
 
 
Editor 
 
 
 

 
 
This morning’s address is going to be totally different 
from the usual theological discourse based upon a 
biblical passage - it is going to be very personal. I make 
no apology for this, as I think that, in order to strengthen 
our own faith, from time to time it can he most useful for 
us, indeed I would say, necessary for us, to consider the 
effect that a faith has upon the life of other people. For 
instance, it can he very enlightening for us to read the 
biographies and the obituaries of both distinguished 
people and also very ordinary people. Now I do not 
claim to have had a very deep life, but I have been told 
that my experiences are broader than those of most of 
us. Certainly, I find that the reading of spiritual memoir 
books like My Religion by Helen Keller, or Holy Smoke 
by Libby Purves, can have a profound effect on a 
person. The latter book I have recently read, and I do 
find that books like these can give a real challenge and 
a sense of purpose to our life on this earth.  
 
Before we get to the personal bit, let us first of all 
remind ourselves that Protestant Christianity was 
formulated in pre-scientific days. Those men of 400 
years ago broke from the hierarchical organisation of 
the Church of Rome and they drew up what were, in 
those days, the new Protestant beliefs. Alter the long 
period of mediaeval stagnation, and superstition, they 
formulated the first Protestant Christianity. This was, as 
we said, in the pre-scientific days. Even Luther himself 
did not believe that the earth moved around the sun. For 
this reason, even though religion broke from superstition 
at this time there was still a great gap between religion 
and science. Religious doctrine required, indeed it 
demanded, that its followers believed incredible things 
on sheer faith alone. In this era a boy of seven or eight 
may well have been taught the favourite children's 
bedtime prayer of that time, which went like this; 
 

Matthew Mark Luke and John 
Bless the bed that I lie upon 
If l should die before I wake 
l pray the Lord my soul to take. 

 
No wonder that the boy and others like him, so often 

found that they were crying themselves to sleep at night 
in terror lest in dying they should go to hell. You see, in 
spite of the reformation it was still a church that was 
continually provoking guilt, and deflating one's sell 
esteem. Eventually however, Christianity found that it 
could accept the scientific way of thinking without the 
Christian person having to throw his intellect away. 
Fortunately for us here today, Christianity has also to a 
very large extent eliminated the former God of moral 
judgement, it has not done this by watering God down, 
but rather by substituting an all-loving God. This in its 
turn has had the effect of raising the status of the 
Divine, and so endearing the Divine to mankind. It 
means that the whole purpose of this universe is to 
share heavenly joy with as many people as possible. 
 
We must, I feel, recognise that it is our religious 
perspective that is the one which goes farthest towards 
making sense of this world, and our part within it. I do 
feel that a total loss of faith would uproot mankind from 
any moral and ethical teachings, and this is a very real 
danger to all of us. As, if this were to happen it would 
open up the way for a return to superstition and even 
paganism in a new Dark Age. Without the existence of a 
God the world would surely self-destruct. 
 
I ask you, would a child who was brought up without any 
knowledge of the Ten Commandments think that he 
should not kill, and he should not covet, and all the 
other contravention's of the Ten Commandments? In a 
situation like this, it would surely be worldly wealth that 
would be treated with reverence: this is because that 
child would he aware of all the things that can he 
achieved with this resource. But we must at the same 
time recognise that religion is not primarily an 
intellectual thing. It should be obvious that, the deepest 
experiences of man's soul, whether in religion or out of 
it, cannot he approached only by the head. If we 
consider the soul's deepest experiences and needs, we 
will find that things like friendship, the love that makes a 
home, the enjoyment of music, a delight in the things of 
nature, devotion to moral causes, and of course the 
very presence of God. None of these can he explained 
by the scientific methods. 
 
Now it is obvious that if we are wise we will not wish to 
be led astray into the paths of fundamentalism by our 
emotions acting on their own without having the 
guidance of our intellect. As by this route there would he 
a real danger of following some cult figure such as that 
bizarre organisation called Heaven's Gate. No. we will 
certainly want to use our head also on all these counts. 
Nevertheless, we do not initially approach the things of 
religion headfirst - instead it is done heart first, 
conscience first, imagination first. A man is certainly 
much greater than his own individual and feeble logic. In 
other words we have to be morally adjusted to religion 
before we can become intellectually adjusted. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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The Lord’s New Christian Church 

 
Now today, in this country, we are continually being 
presented through the media with a culture of newness. 
For instance, we have the philosophies of the New 
Labour party being repeatedly presented to us. And in 
other directions in our life we are also constantly being 
led to believe that "New is Best." Is this constant search 
for newness perhaps why I chose the New Church? I 
rather think it was not for this reason. However, I am 
today a follower of the New Christian Church, so you 
might then say this is because it is in my blood. Now it is 
quite true that I did go to a couple of New Church 
Sunday schools and I also attended a New Church 
Youth Group. As all children and young people cannot 
actually see God, they most certainly do have to learn 
about him from their parents and their teachers. This is 
achieved mainly through what are loosely called “the 
Jesus stories,” with their lessons of love and kindness. 
 
These early experiences of mine into religion must have 
had a profound and lasting effect upon me. Because 
after these early experiences. I was then, as you know, 
engaged in world-wide travel at sea for many years, and 
this I participated in to the full, and I must say that I 
thoroughly enjoyed it all. During this period in my life I 
was exposed to, and worked alongside, many new 
religions. Also, at times, being totally divorced from 
religion I was exposed to atheism, agnosticism and 
mere apathy. I must say, that with very few exceptions, I 
find atheists to be unconvincing and slightly boring. It 
seems to me that the best answer to these people is to 
say it does not really matter to the rest of the world that 
you do not believe in Jesus, because Jesus most 
certainly does believe in you! They have no answer to 
this. 
 
However at the same time whilst I was away at sea I 
was also exposed to, and worked alongside, many 
different cultures. For instance, I was talking to a 
Bedouin Arab in Kuwait in the early days of that 
country's development. This Arab, straight from the 
desert, was amazed at all the vast machinery being 
built, and he said to me. "I do not understand how you 
Europeans can do such wonderful things whilst you 
believe in three gods!” That expression had a profound 
effect upon me. In addition, when I was at sea, I was 
presented with so many of the wonders of nature with 
all its grandeur, its power, as well as its beauty and 
endless variety throughout its various moods. The 
universe certainly has a wonderful shape and great 
beauty and also it has an ultimate balance. 
 
With hindsight this period in my life was, I fancy, a good 
time for reflection, because, since then I have made it 
my business to make an intellectual study of 
Comparative Religions. I find that almost all of the 
religions that I studied, at least those that worship a 
deity, do have some value. They are, it seems to me, all 

different gems in the Lord's crown. If nothing else, 
religion that is taught properly should encourage 
thought. If we don't think about why we do things, we 
will be taking moral and other precepts for granted, and 
we will not be exercising our precious freewill. 
 
Why then have I remained with the Lord's New Christian 
Church? Well, it can he intellectually satisfying and 
stimulating to do so but I do not think that my answer 
here is the intellectual one. A faith that is real must be 
grounded not primarily in truth but in love in the very first 
instance. It was surely the goodness of this faith that 
attracted me and made it the focal point of my life. Of all 
the faiths that I had come in contact with this was the 
faith that I thought the most good could come out from. 
God gives us both freedom and reason so that we can 
choose between different attitudes and lifestyles, 
between good and evil, truth and falsity. Everything we 
meet in this both marvelous and terrible world serves in 
some way the purpose of helping our learning, our 
choosing, and our growing in character. Though mind 
you, secondly, the faith to suit me did have to make 
sense intellectually, and not he one of sheer dogma. 
 
The New Church Faith is a faith that does not try to 
discourage meditation and introspection, but at the 
same time it does very much encourage uses in this 
world. It is left up to us to get the balance right between 
these two attitudes. This is because the natural world in 
which we at present live will one day he replaced by a 
spiritual world and we do have to get into training now 
for that event. We can, of course, do this by carefully 
considering our own on-going spiritual growth. 
 
The French philosopher Voltaire was a deist, he 
believed that God created and started up the world and 
then left it to fend for itself, rather like a child playing 
with a clockwork toy. Now this idea may be all right 
when viewed from a materialistic or scientific viewpoint. 
It seems to me that as a loving God created this 
wonderful and living universe he would surely not then 
turn his hack on it and leave it. A loving God would 
certainly care enough to tend his own creation, rather 
like a loving gardener does with his. He would not be 
distant and aloof from his own creation - he would tend 
it from his great and infinite love. It seems to me that 
there must therefore be an ongoing relationship 
between God and his creation, a creation that is not 
static, which is after all still continuing to develop today. 
 
We are told that it gives God good pleasure to give us 
the kingdom, to give us all the good things that we can 
use. We are told: 
 

“Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's 
good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” 

 
 
 

(Continued from page 3) 
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                   continued 

People really are so very important, and the love that is 
within them is the most important thing of all. The great 
power of love to achieve things is really so incredible, 
and remember that the source of all our power is from 
God. We all need to let God's power work through us for 
the benefit of others. We may do this through our 
prayers, or by any other valid means. Hence it was not 
me who turned towards God, but it was God who 
reached out with his love and turned me around. 
 
Reading the Word of God primarily did this turn around 
for me. With its improbable stories, its poetry, but above 
all its internal meaning, so as to get me in tune with the 
Divine. Even in ship's libraries there are at least two 
copies of the Bible where you can at least read the 
Psalm 107, which, in part goes like this; 
 

Some went down to the sea in ships, 
doing business on the great waters; 
they saw the deeds of the Lord, 
his wondrous works in the deep. 
For he commanded and raised the stormy wind, 
which lifted up the waves of the sea. 

 
Mind you, as any Biblical scholar will tell you, the Bible 
needs to have an interpretation. I particularly like the 
Nunc Licet phrase. I have it on my ring right here. 
Loosely translated this phrase means “Now it is 
permitted to enter intellectually into the mysteries of 
faith with understanding”  
 
This tells us that it is now possible for mankind to enter 
into the things of faith, not blindly, nor in obedience to 
some higher earthly authority, but with intelligence 
through reasoning. If we wish for it to happen, the Lord 
will surely bring us enlightenment whilst we are reading 
His Word. 
 
The New Church is not dogmatic: instead it believes 
rather that all religion is about life. Swedenborg's 
explanation of the subjects of Divine Providence, of 
regeneration, and of spiritual growth, to name just three 
areas, really do take some beating, in explaining the 
Lord's help and care in our individual lives today, but 
always without taking away our freewill. 
 
This new millennium into which we are now entering 
with its vast explosion of knowledge in every 
conceivable direction does really need to discover some 
of the wisdom that was presented to the world by 
Emanuel Swedenborg in his writings. This is in order 
that people may understand more fully the implications 
of these new discoveries. However, Swedenborg 
himself was confidant that in the Lord's own good time 
the truth of his writings would stand the test. 
Swedenborg's emphasis throughout was not on 
organisational matters, but  on the personal spiritual 
experience of the individual through a study of the Word 
of God. It would seem that he was not interested in the 

formation of a separate denomination, nor the 
organisational side of the church on earth, except as far 
as that church ministered to the deeper spiritual needs 
of its followers. It is so much more important that we all 
interact with love towards other people. If we can 
manage to do this, we will then he carrying out the Two 
Great Commandments, by loving God with all our heart, 
with all our souls, and with all our might, and at the 
same time loving our neighbour as ourselves. This is 
because the Lord is always working to bring about 
goodness but he does this without ever taking away our 
precious freewill. 
 
Throughout the history of the church, people have been 
told to accept dogma just because the religious leaders 
of the day said that they must do so. Now at this point in 
history we fortunately have a time of religious 
enlightenment, a time when even the Book of 
Revelation can make sense through a consideration of 
its internal meaning, rather than for its puzzling literal 
sense. Mind you, we must not turn our backs on the 
powerful messages of the Bible at the literal level; this is 
because God supports all genuinely religious paths. In 
the same way that many people use different diets for 
their bodily health, there are also different approaches 
to the content of the Bible for our spiritual health. There 
is more than enough contained within the Bible that is 
adaptable and suitable for just everybody's diet. 
 
So to sum up I think that the God we believe in is very 
much alive, he is infinitely loving and caring, and at the 
same time he weeps over some of the things that we 
choose to do from our self will whilst we are in his world. 
However, we do have a blue print to guide us, this is in 
the earthly life of Jesus himself: Learning to truly love as 
he did is a lifelong challenge for each and all of us. 
 
Worship is an attitude of mind: it is not merely a "hymn 
sandwich", a mixture of hymn singing, praying and 
listening to the Bible stories. We all have the ability to 
make our church a real presence within the community: 
we all have such a great deal to offer. The more 
welcoming we are, and the more that we participate with 
the community at all levels, the more the New Christian 
message will be heard in the community. Do please try 
to remember we don’t just go to our church - we live our 
church all of the time! We are all of us capable of giving 
great love and support to others. If we can just mange 
to do this, either on our own, or collectively, then our 
faith, however elementary it may be, will become our 
life. 
 
 

Bruce Taylor 
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Spiritual Wisdom Web Site - the first 9 months  

Visitors and Pageloads 
 
Although the Spiritual Wisdom web site was 
launched in April 2005 the collection of detailed 
statistics was not started till the beginning of May. 
Thus at the end of January 2006 the site had 
completed a full 9 months of monitored use and 
this report covers this period. A report for the first 
year of operation will be printed in the June issue of 
Lifeline in time for Conference. 
 
In the December 2005 issue there was a very brief 
report giving a forecast that the number of visitors 
in November would be over 600. In reality the 
figure was over 700 and the number of visitors has 
kept rising as the chart opposite shows reaching a 
total of 1028 in the month of January 2006. 
 
Every visitor to the site downloads one page - the 
page they land on when they arrive at the site. But 
currently around 50% of visitors leave the site after 
looking at their first page because the subject 
matter is not what they really looking for. This 
leaves the other 50% who then continue to browse 
the site downloading the pages which they find 
interesting. 
 
This is captured in the chart opposite which shows 
the ‘pageloads’ per month. In January 2006 this 
reached 3830 or an average of over 6 pages per 
visitor who looked further than their first page. 

How do visitors arrive at Spiritual Wisdom? 
 
Visitors arrive at the Spiritual Wisdom web site through 3 mechanisms. 
They may know the web address, they may find the address as a link on 
another web site, or they may find it by using a search engine and their 
choice of keywords. The site statistics show that the vast majority of 
visitors arrive through using a search engine and they land on nearly all 
the different pages of the site. From these ‘entry’ pages visitors will then 
use the site navigation to find other pages of interest. Shown on the right 
are the top 10 ‘entry’ pages with the percentage of visitors entering the 
site on that page.  
 
 
 
 
 
But what ‘keywords’ do visitors use to find the Spiritual 
Wisdom web site. Well the simple answer is that there 
are a vast array of keywords and keyword phrases that 
have been used to find the site. In fact some 746 
different words or combinations of words have been 
used so far to get to Spiritual Wisdom. But of course 
some are used far more often than others as the table 
on the right shows with the top 20 search keywords. 
 
 

Entry Pages 
Home Page    21% 
Symbols in Nature   6% 
Symbols    6% 
Angels    5% 
Love     4% 
Symbols in Dreams  3% 
Life after Death   3% 
Myths and Legends  2% 
Angelic Power   2% 
Symbols in Sacred Scripture 2% 

Keywords 
spiritual wisdom  
wisdom symbols  
pictures of angels  
spiritual symbols  
symbols of nature  
life after death  
angelic symbols  
symbols of wisdom  
meaning of life  
spiritual 

 
meaning of love 
angel encounters 
arcana caelestia 
angels gender 
after life 
spiritual angels 
proof of life after death 
symbols in dreams 
swedenborg 
wisdom    
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Visitor Country 
United States 44%  
United Kingdom 31% 
Canada  7% 
Australia  3% 
Republic of Korea 1% 
Netherlands  1% 
Germany  1% 
India   1% 
Ireland  1% 
New Zealand 1% 

Where do visitors come from? 
 
Visitors to the Spiritual Wisdom web site come from all over the world. In fact, up 
to the end of January 2006, visitors had arrived from 77 countries. But visitor 
numbers are dominated by the USA and UK as the chart apposite shows. The site 
is of course written in English so it might be thought that it is read exclusively by 
readers of English. But that is not so. Online translation systems are able to 
provide simple translations of web pages into a different language. For example, a 
visitor from Taiwan spent nearly an hour on the site, downloading many pages all 
of which were translated on line into the visitor’s local language.  

How can the number of visitor’s be increased? 
 
The visitor numbers show that it has been possible to increase the popularity of Spiritual Wisdom over the first 9 
months of operation. Three key steps have been taken to achieve this increase. Firstly, as many links as possible to 
Spiritual Wisdom have been placed in other web sites and key directories as well as the increasingly popular 
encyclopaedia - ’Wikipedia’, which is a free encyclopaedia that anyone can edit. Secondly, every page of the site is 
continuously reviewed in terms of the ‘keywords’ that might find it. The keywords that actually find a page come from 
the site statistics but what is really needed is information on what people search for when looking for the type of 
content that the page provides.  
 
For example, if you want to have a page on Angels you need to know what people search for when they are looking 
for information on angels. Fortunately there are online tools to do this and keywords people use with angels can be 
easily found such as: ‘angel picture’, ‘guardian angels, ‘angel wings’, ‘innocent angels’. Having collected this 
information your page on Angels can then be reviewed and edited to ensure these combinations of words occur 
throughout the text. This should have the result of increasing the ranking of the page with search engines and result 
in more visitors. But of course it is rarely as simple as that because of the number of sites competing for visitors in 
same area of interest. 
 
Thirdly it is important to make sure that new content is being added all the time as well as other features. 

Content 
 
New content has been added to the site at regular 
intervals produced by a group of very willing 
writers. Early on I sought volunteers for this task 
but I have now adopted the process of  contacting 
individuals to ask if they would write a specific 
topic for Spiritual Wisdom. I am pleased to say 
that this is proving quite effective and a pipeline of 
topics in production is being established. Recent 
additions to the web site include: 
 
Learning and Growing  (Meaning of Life) 
Symbols in Sacred Scripture  (Symbols) 
Bible  (Sacred Scripture) 
Transcendent/Personal  (Divine Nature) 
Divine Providence  (Divine Nature) 
Satellite Navigation and God’s Providence  (Divine 
Nature) Screenshot of new content in the Divine Nature section 

The Future 
 
The most important next step is to try to develop some form of interaction with visitors. To this end an initial Visitor’s 
Book has been established but there has been little interest to date. So perhaps a different approach will prove 
necessary to help individuals interact together and share spiritual insight.       
      

Alan Misson 
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God is our Refuge and Strength -  
 
The Book of Psalms 

I am delighted to be able to present to Lifeline readers a series of articles by Rev John 
Elliott. In this ninth article John writes about Psalms for the Season of Lent. 
 

“By David in the Psalms we have to understand the Lord.  In the 
Psalms therefore, wherever David is the speaker the Lord is meant in 
the spiritual sense.”   Prophets and Psalms  

Let me begin with part of what a dictionary says about 
the time of year called Lent:  
 

Lent …1. The season of spring  …  2. Eccl. The 
period including 40 weekdays extending from 
Ash-Wednesday to Easter-eve, kept as a time of 
fasting and penitence, in commemoration of Our 
Lord’s fasting in the wilderness  … 
The Shorter Oxford English Dictionary  

 
The dictionary also informs us that the noun Lent is a 
shortened form of an older and now obsolete noun 
Lenten, which was once used ‘with reference to the 
lengthening of the days in spring.’   
 
As one who lives in the British Isles - in London, to be 
exact - I welcome the arrival of Lent, if only because I 
realise that the days are indeed lengthening and spring 
is not far away. But what does that word Lent mean to 
our readers in other parts of the world, for example in 
Australia and New Zealand where in March the nights, 
not the days, are lengthening, and where autumn, not 
spring, is approaching? And what can the word mean to 
our friends in Mauritius, or in other parts of the world 
which lie within the Tropics? For them the hours of 
daylight are much the same in number every day of the 
year; they do not experience that lengthening or 
shortening of days known to us who live further away 
from the Equator. Those friends in Mauritius speak of 
only two seasons, summer and winter; so I would like 
what I write to have as much meaning for them and all 
our readers living in the Southern Hemisphere as it has 
for us here in Western Europe.      
 
My thoughts turn to Psalm 19, in which the poetry of the 
first six verses is presented to us, in the English 
Standard Version, as follows,  
 

1   The heavens declare the glory of God,  
and the sky above proclaims his handiwork.   
2   Day to day pours out speech,  
and night to night reveals knowledge.  
3   There is no speech, nor are there words,  
whose voice is not heard.  
4   Their measuring line goes out through all the 
earth, and their words to the end of the world.   
In them he has set a tent for the sun,  

5   which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his 
chamber, and, like a strong man, runs its course 
with joy.   
6   Its rising is from the end of the heavens,  
and its circuit to the end of them, and there is 
nothing hidden from its heat.   

 
Is there anyone living in any part of the world  - whether 
in a tropical, temperate, or colder region  -  who is not 
filled with awe and wonder when he or she looks up at 
the star-studded heavens on a clear night or at a 
colourful daytime sky? For the believer in God, the 
heavens declare His glory, they are evidence of His 
creativity. Four hundred years ago the essayist and poet 
Joseph Addison was moved to present the first verse of 
Psalm 19 in these words,  
 

The spacious firmament on high,  
With all the blue ethereal sky,  
And spangled heavens, a shining frame,  
Their great Original proclaim.  

 
The second verse of the Psalm personifies day and 
night; both speak about ‘the great Original’. Each day 
and every night have much to say about the wisdom, 
power, and glory of the Creator; and what they say is 
relayed from one day or night to the next. As for verse 3 
of this Psalm, in whatever English version you read it, 
you will struggle to understand it. This is because the 
meaning of the Hebrew is rather obscure. However, the 
following comment by Dr A Cohen, whom I have 
referred to in a previous article, can help us out: ‘The 
message which is conveyed to man by the sight of the 
heavens comes to him without the employment of 
audible sound.’  In other words, the language of the sky 
above is altogether visual. Hence Peter Levi, in his 
translation of The Psalms published by Penguin Books, 
renders verses 2 and 3 as follows,  
 

Day utters to day,  
night shows knowledge to night  
without speaking and without language,  
and their voice is not heard.   

 
Verse 4 graphically states that the altogether visual 
message of the skies is universal. If you use a 
measuring line so to speak to determine how far that 
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message spreads you will discover that it extends to 
earth’s outermost limits. There is no part of our planet 
where the heavens fail to declare the glory of God or the 
skies to proclaim His handiwork. Those skies provide a 
tent or dwelling-place for the sun, whose warmth, light, 
power, and glory, whose daily passage across the 
heavens, speak to us of the essential nature and the 
activity of their Creator. Charles Wesley was surely 
inspired by this whole picture, and similar Old 
Testament images, when he wrote his well-known 
Christian hymn,  
 

Christ, whose glory fills the skies,  
Christ, the true, the only light,  
Sun of righteousness arise,  
Triumph o’er the shades of night;  
Dayspring from on high be near;  
Daystar, in my heart appear.   

 
Those of you who have read my previous articles may 
by now be wondering what Swedenborg had to say 
about the first six verses of Psalm 19, that is, in the 
manuscript which was found among his possessions 
after his death and which has been given the brief title 
Prophets and Psalms. (I have frequently drawn 
attention to his brief statements in that manuscript when 
I’ve been writing about one psalm or another.) So here 
is a translation of Swedenborg’s brief (Latin) comments 
on the first six verses of Psalm 19  -    
 
Verses 1-4  Divine Truth will go forth in all directions.   
Verses 5,6  It will go forth from the Lord, from the 
nearest to the remotest parts of heaven and the Church.   
 
The glorious light we see radiating from the sun in the 
sky above serves to remind a Christian of the Divine 
Truth emanating from our Lord Jesus Christ, ‘the true, 
the only light,’ our ‘dayspring from on high,’ as Wesley 
portrays Him. That glory is present in and shines 
throughout the whole of the Word of God, within its 
internal or spiritual sense. It is also the light shining 
throughout the angelic heaven, as stated in Arcana 
Coelestia 9429,   
 

The reason why the more internal levels of the 
Word are called ‘the glory’ is that Divine Truth 
emanating from the Lord as the Sun composes 
the light in heaven.  This light enables angels 
there to see with their eyes, and at the same time 
it gives them intelligence and wisdom.   

 
Once we have some idea of the inner meaning of the 
first six verses constituting the first part of Psalm 19 we 
may see their connection with verses 7-14 forming the 
second part. In the literal sense these eight verses 
seem to be unrelated to the six which precede them.  
Indeed originally the two parts of the psalm may have 
been two different poems or songs, the first being a 
song about how the sky and all that is in it bears witness 
to a Divine Creator, the second a song expressing 
admiration of the Torah, that is, the Law of the Lord.  
But on the level of the internal sense the theme is the 
same in both parts, or rather the one leads on into the 
other.     
 

As we’ve seen already, the first part is a picture of 
God’s Truth shining brightly throughout heaven and the 
Church; the second part, according to Prophets and 
Psalms, continues the theme as follows,  
 
Verses 7-11  This Divine Truth makes a person more 
perfect, for it holds wisdom within itself,  
Verse 12,13  not arrogance,  
Verse 14  and for this reason it is pure and acceptable.  
 
But to revert to what I said earlier on about the sky 
above during the daytime and at night ‘declaring the 
glory of God’, let me add that there are several other 
Psalms besides the nineteenth which express people’s 
feelings of awe and wonder when they look up at the 
sky, and not only the sky but also the whole natural 
order. There is for example Psalm 8, which speaks of 
the greatness of God’s creation, so vast that the human 
being is seemingly insignificant -  
 

When I look at your heavens, the work of your 
fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have 
set in place, what is man that you are mindful of 
him, and the son of man that you care for him?   

 
And there is Psalm 148, to give another example, which 
calls on the contents of the skies and all creation to sing 
their praises to the Creator -  
 

Praise him, sun and moon,  
praise him, all you shining stars!   
Praise him, you highest heavens,  
and you waters above the heavens!   

 
But if you were to ask me which song of praise to God 
the Creator I could recommend for Lenten reading and 
meditation, in whatever part of the world you live, my 
answer would be, Psalm 104. Among his comments on 
this rather long song or poem, Dr A Cohen, whom I’ve 
quoted before, says, ‘… behind the material universe, 
with its marvels and beauties, the Hebrew poet 
discerned the creative might of God.’   
                                            
 
Those readers who are keeping Lent as ‘a time of 
penitence and fasting, in commemoration of Our Lord’s 
fasting in the wilderness’ may well have turned already 
to Psalm 51, known as the miserere, for traditionally it is 
sung or read at the beginning of Lent, on Ash-
Wednesday. But since that psalm was the subject of the 
article published in Lifeline last November there is no 
need for me to say anything about it here.   
 
Really the entire Psalter is appropriate to the 
ecclesiastical season of Lent, for each psalm at its 
deepest level of meaning has to do with our Lord’s life in 
the world, in particular with His temptations.  These He 
endured not only during His forty-day fasting in the 
wilderness but all through His earthly life.  In the next 
article, which will appear before Easter, towards the end 
of Lent, I intend to look at psalms which speak of His 
final and severest temptations.   
 

To be continued 
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From the Writings ... 

We may gather how important it is to have a right concept of God from the fact that this concept is the very core 
of the thinking of anyone who has a religion. All the elements of religion and of worship focus on God; and since 
God is involved in every element of religion and worship, whether general or particular, unless there is a right 
concept of God there can be no communication with heaven. This is why every nation is allotted its place in the 
spiritual world according to its concept of a human God. This [understanding of God as human] is where the 
concept of the Lord is to be found, and nowhere else. We can see very clearly that our state after death depends 
on our avowed concept of God if we consider the opposite, namely that the denial of God, and in the Christian 
world, a denial of the Lord’s divinity, constitutes hell. 
 
Divine Love and Wisdom 13   

Then they asked the angels to give them still further information, and first of all about God, the immortality of the 
soul, regeneration, and baptism. To this the angels replied:  
"We shall not say anything but what you will understand; otherwise our words would fall like rain upon the sand, 
and upon the seeds therein which wither and die, however they may be watered from heaven."  
And about God they said,  
"All who enter heaven are allotted a place there, and thus eternal joy according to their idea of God, because this 
idea universally reigns in everything pertaining to worship. The idea of God as a Spirit, when spirit is supposed to 
be something like ether or wind, is an idea without meaning; but the idea of God as a Man is the right idea; for 
God is Divine love and Divine wisdom, together with every quality thereof, and the subject of these is not ether or 
wind, but Man. In heaven the idea of God is that He is the Lord the Saviour; He is the God of heaven and earth, 
as He Himself has taught. Let your idea of God be like ours, and we shall be associated together."  
When this had been said, their faces beamed. 
 
True Christian Religion 621,7 

Notices 

Pathways to Healing and Wholeness 
~ an inner journey of healing 

towards personal well-being and newness of spirit ~ 
 

The weekend will include the experience of walking a labyrinth,  
a space to listen to one's inner voice, and to share with each other. 

 
 
This is to let you know the exciting news that Helen Brown, a Jungian therapist, and I are running a weekend 
at the Sisters of St Andrew, Edenbridge, Kent, for men and women during the weekend of October 13 - 15th 
2006.  We held the weekend in 2005 in Shropshire just for women and we would like to open it out for all at a 
venue in the South of England.  All rooms have a washbasin but the toilets and showers are shared.  The 
cost will be between £60 and £70. 
 
There will be a limit on places - 12 altogether including Helen and me so early booking is essential with a 
£25 non-returnable deposit payable to:  Rita Russell     58 Chain Lane, Littleover, Derby DE23 4DX. 
         01332 606551 
         rita.Russell@generalconference.org.uk   
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Notices            

Assistant to the Director of Studies 
 
The College Council is delighted to announce that Rev Rita Russell has been appointed as Assistant to the 
Director Studies. Rita volunteered to work for the College when she learned that the Director of Studies, 
Revd Clifford Curry, needed some support in his work, particularly with the arrival of a new ordination 
student. Rita’s strengths and talents complement well those of Clifford, and she will be primarily concerned in 
improving all aspects of our service to our students. 
 
Rita is already involved with the College as a Tutor, Module-Writer and Member of the Education Committee 
(the old Board of Studies) and so she brings this expertise and experience with her. We welcome Rita to the 
College and hope she enjoys her work with us. 
 

David Haseler 
Secretary 

Camp 13 - 18 :  21st - 25th August 2006 
 

Morley Retreat and Conference Centre 
 
This year, because of the development of Purley Chase, we have relocated to the Morely Retreat and 
Conference Centre situated in Ilkeston, a couple of miles north of Derby. We hope to return to our “new” old 
haunt in 2007 or 2008. The centre offers many of the facilities of Purley and our hosts are very friendly and 
welcoming. The accommodation is fully catered and smaller dormitories will sleep 3-4.   
 
The cost of the week is very much increased, as expected. However, the church has agreed a very generous 
subsidy and I am pleased to say that the cost to you will be £80. Of this sum a £20 deposit is requested with 
your booking and the remaining £60 to be paid in two £30 installments, the first due 1 June 2006 and the 
second due 1 August 2006.  
 
We hope to carryout the usually activities in an even more jam packed week. I’ve been investigating a day 
out similar to recent years and many more “great outdoors” challenges. As a result of feedback from last 
year, the theme for the week will be “World Religions”.  We hope to investigate questions such as: 
 

“Why are there so many different religions?”   
“What beliefs do they have in common?” 
“Is any one religion always right?”  
“Can I have a pick ‘n’ mix religion?” 

 
For more information about bookings etc please contact: Andrew Leather   Flat 3  17 St James’s Parade   
            Bath  BA1 1UL 
            01225 424921    
            andy.leather@i12.com 
 
 
 
If there is any financial difficulty for you in coming to the camp "The New Church Children's Society" is very willing to help 
with the costs in these kinds of situations, and on a completely confidential basis. Please contact Rev Rita Russell 
directly no later than 30 April. 
  
The New Church Children's Society, Rev Rita Russell, 58 Chain Lane, Littleover, Derby DE23 4DX 
01332 606551  rita.Russell@generalconference.org.uk 
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Lifeline Contributions should be sent to the Editor,  Alan C Misson    
  27 Woodland Way, Shirley, Croydon, CR0 7UB Tel: 020 8777 5098    Email: alanmisson@btinternet.com
   
Lifeline is published on the 2nd Sunday of the month ( except in Jan and July ) by the General Conference of the New Church. 
Articles and notices should reach the editor by the end of the second week of the month prior to publication.  
 
  Subscriptions to be sent to the Business Manager,  Ian D McCallum 
  65 Heaton Road, Stockport, Cheshire, SK4 4JJ  Tel: 0161 432 5362 
 
 

Good News ! 
 
 
We are all delighted that Mrs Christine Bank has been accepted as an Ordination Student for the Ministry. 
Christine has already been studying at The New Church College for several years and has gained a good 
number of credits. During this time, she has been discussing her vocation with Rev John Presland and Rev 
Clifford Curry, and she finally made a decision to apply to become an Ordination Student in August 2005. 
Following the successful completion of the usual application procedure, Christine was formally adopted as 
an Ordination Student by the Governing Council in January 2006. 
 
Christine is a lifelong attender and member of the Bradford Society, and is active in both her Society and in 
the Yorkshire and North-East Area Council. She is married to Geoff, and they and their daughter Emily (10) 
live in Saltaire. Christine will start work formally as a student on 1st April 2006 but she has already stepped 
up her rate of studying. We wish Christine well during what will be a challenging, intense, interesting and 
enjoyable time studying at the College. 
 
Though we are conscious that several of our Ministers are reaching retiring age in the next few years, it is 
also encouraging to look back and realise that, in the last 5 years, we have ordained Rev Gill Gordon, Rev 
Rita Russell, Rev Esther Byrne and Rev David Gaffney. We are also fortunate that most of our retired 
Ministers continue to serve the church in many different ways. 
 
The Ministry are central to our organisation, and lead, teach, and stimulate our spiritual development in many 
ways. Laypeople work hard at many tasks, and, with the encouragement and expertise of CAM (Committee 
for Auxiliary Ministry), many of us have begun to lead worship in our churches.  
 
However, we do need more Ministers, and Christine’s entry into the College is a good opportunity to 
challenge all of you, our members and readers, to consider seriously whether you have a calling to the 
Ministry. If you would like to discuss a possible vocation, or just learn more about the life and work of a 
Minister, do speak with any Minister, the Senior Minister, Rev Ian Russell (015242 51281) or the Director of 
Studies of The New Church College, Revd Clifford Curry (01202 476856). 
 
Any conversation would be completely confidential, and there would be no pressure to pursue your enquiry if 
you decide that you really do not have a calling. Please do not feel that you are not a suitable person for the 
Ministry because you think you are not good enough or that you do not have a high enough level of 
qualifications or that you are too old or too young. Our current Ministers have come from a wide variety of 
backgrounds and ages, and they all serve the church in different ways. 
 
 
Do please consider seriously and prayerfully whether you have a calling to enter the Ministry.   
 

 
David Haseler  

on behalf of the Governing Council 
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