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Lifeline
Light and Darkness at Easter
There's a lot of drama surrounding Jesus' last week on earth. People tend to focus mostly on His crucifixion, but from
the time He entered Jerusalem on to the day of resurrection, the gospel story is full of dramatic happenings. One
excellent way of preparing for Easter is to read the appropriate chapters from one of the gospels.
Reading quietly and reflectively, and trying to engage with the atmosphere in Jerusalem and the surrounding district,
you will surely sense the tension and drama, the struggle for power, the feeling of danger, strong teaching and
warnings from Jesus, personal challenge and tragedy involving various disciples, and much more besides. For the
Christian, it all comes to a wonderful climax on Easter Sunday, when the risen and glorified Lord Jesus Christ
demonstrates that the power of love is stronger than evil, and that falsity can never extinguish truth.
The introduction to John's Gospel contains that memorable phrase, The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness has not overwhelmed it. It's a concept - nay, a reality! - that we turn to as we celebrate Advent and
Christmas, when we are preparing to remember the coming of the Christ-child at Bethlehem. Perhaps it's because of
the long hours of deep darkness in December that we find it a very potent idea. Candles have become very popular
again in recent years, both at home, in churches, and when tragedies occur, and we know that the light of just one
candle can dispel the darkness in a darkened room.
Easter's very dramatic story expresses a truth which the whole of humankind needs to know. It is, of course,
expressed in various ways in all the great religions of the world. The Christian understanding of that truth, especially
as it is demonstrated so beautifully and clearly in the teachings revealed by the Lord at His second coming, is so
valuable and unique because it shows a Divine creative power which is essentially human. For us, God is not just an
abstract power or force, controlling things - or not controlling things! - from afar. He is a divinely human God. He is
our Lord. He is our Father. He knows us intimately, and personally. Our humanity is modelled on His. Yes, He is
infinite, and we are finite. But we are made in His image and after His likeness. We care about people and things, we
have our values, because that's what it means to be human. Our humanity is on the micro scale, His is on the macro.
(Continued on page 2)
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We are human because He is human. It is His life that He breathes into us, and which gives us a sense of being, of
personality, and of uniqueness.
One of the consequences of modern methods of communication is that we become so well aware of the existence of
evil forces wreaking havoc all around the world. We can all too easily begin to feel overwhelmed by it all, to feel that
darkness is descending upon the human race. There are times of personal adversity when we can easily lose hope.
Fortunately, most people are able to find a balance, and to be reassured by the existence of so much goodness.
Most of us sense and even understand that there is a power we can draw upon when it is needed. It comes in many
forms, sometimes as a very personal faith, sometimes through the support of others.
I believe this optimism and positive spirit is possible because God Himself came and overcame. All the negative
states of mind can be redeemed when we turn to our Lord for help. He knows and cares, and will do everything we
need to find happiness and fulfilment, provided we accept our responsibility to work with Him. That's all He asks, that
we invite Him in, and respond by doing all we can to resist evil feelings and seek the light of truth.
Rev Bruce Jarvis

Shining Soul
A new DVD has recently been released on the life of Helen Keller.
With the title “Shining Soul: Helen Keller’s Spiritual Life and Legacy”
this entirely new documentary beautifully captures Helen Keller’s
amazing life and the inspiration she found in the writings of Emanuel
Swedenborg.
The 57 minute DVD, produced by the Swedenborg Foundation,
includes interviews, extensive film footage of her life, and dramatic reenactments.
The technical quality of this production is superb and it is a delight to
watch. Apart from buying it for individual use I would strongly
recommend that church groups buy one to make available on loan so
that it can be seen by the widest possible audience.
The Swedenborg Foundation are currently selling this DVD at $24.95
from their online store at swedenborg.com and it is also available
from amazon.com at the same price. However I am sure it will be
available in the UK shortly.
Alan Misson

(Continued from page 3)

such circumstances, but of us needing to break through to, and to re-discover Him. And it’s what Jesus did, wasn’t it?
Indeed He had His anguish and despair. But He moved on, and moved within, and was given to see things
differently. He re-discovered the Divine within and was able to say, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what
they do.” (Luke 23:34)
Rev Ian Arnold
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Where is God when we need Him most?
In all likelihood all of us have wondered about this.
There are some, I’m sure, who can recall times when,
despairingly, they have cried out to God who seems not
to hear, or to be moved by the situation in which they
find themselves. “Where is God”, we ask, “when we
need Him most”
Right up against Easter, as we are, we are reminded
that the anguish out of which this question arises,
descended on Jesus for a time. When, while being
crucified, He looked for re-assurance, it wasn’t there.
Not a sign. Not a token. And what came into His mind,
as we know, were the haunting, desperate words of
Psalm 22, the first verse of which He gave voice to. Do
you remember them? I have known them to bring tears
to people’s eyes as they hear them read. “My God, my
God, why have you forsaken me?” At no other time did
the Almighty seem further away than at that awful
moment.
But was the Almighty far away? Disinterested?
Uncaring?
No, He wasn’t. But, clearly, it was the way it seemed. It
was the way it appeared. In reality, the Divine was with,
and within Jesus as much as He had ever been. It’s not
that the Divine had withdrawn, even though that was the
impression Jesus had. Rather, it was a case of Jesus’
mind and thoughts being drawn away into His anxieties
and fears, re-inforced as all these were by the awful
physical suffering He was going through. The Almighty
didn’t “take leave” of Jesus. It was these anxieties and
fears which had drawn Jesus away from Him.
We get it badly wrong in thinking of God “out there” and
at different times drawing close to us or going away and
becoming remote to us. No, no, it’s not the way it is. If and when - God seems close to us it is because of the
inner state we are in. If - and also when - He seems
remote and distant to us, far away, this, too, is also due
to the state we are in.
The reality is that God is constantly with us. And He is
with us deeply, deeply, within. He is with us, He said,
“wherever we go” (Joshua 1:9) You do not find God “out
there”, somewhere beyond the clouds, Him there and
we here. But it is in going within that we begin to truly
encounter Him.
But how infrequently do we do this! The fact is that we
live life much more on the surface. To a certain extent,
yes, we have to. But because of this, for much of the
time God seems remote, sometimes uncaring, and even
irrelevant. In the midst of supermarket shopping, coping
with peak-hour traffic, paying bills, keeping children
clothed and gardens tidy, and unless we deliberately
recall Him and finds ways of getting in touch with
Him (via such things as reading the Word and prayer),
God can seem a thousand miles away.
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It’s worse, of course, when we are in strife, things fall
apart and the unexpected and unwanted happens to us.
It’s worse because our thinking and feelings are drawn
even more into the realm of this outer, physical world.
Aches and ailments and set-backs, or whatever, press
down heavily on us, cutting us off even more, and
obscuring, the inner reality of the Divine inmostly with
us; of the Lord always present and ever with us.
If He is there, He - however - seems to do nothing. He
lets the most dreadful things happen such as we can
hardly bear to hear about and don’t want to know about.
“Where is God when we need Him most?” Why
doesn’t He show His hand and do something about it?
But He is there!
Yes, we would love Him to openly show His hand. This
was what Jesus was also looking out for. But to do this
would involve Him undoing a carefully crafted
mechanism within which lies the hope of each person’s
eternal well-being and happiness. Evil sometimes has to
be permitted (never willed - but permitted) for the sake
of the end, which is salvation. (see paragraphs 275ff in
the book, “Angelic Wisdom concerning Divine
Providence”).
Permitting, though, doesn’t mean He doesn’t do
anything. The Writings speak of thousands of things
going on, of which we are unconscious, the Lord
strengthening people for ordeals they are going through,
striving to bend evil to good, working that lessons may
be learnt, and so on.
All temptation, our Doctrines teach us, is accompanied
by the feeling that God is far away and either unmindful
of what is happening or is unaware and doesn’t care.
(see, for example, Arcana Caelestia 840) That’s the
appearance. That’s how it seems. The truth is,
however, that the Lord is more present then than a
person can possibly believe, secretly giving support.
(see True Christian Religion 126)
The asking of the question, then, “Where is God when
we need Him most”, is an indication of spiritual
torment and stress. If we are asking it, it’s as well to
recognise this. And if we know of someone else asking
it, it’s useful to know this is so. It’s also an indication of
us having been drawn away into the outer and more
shallow “world” of appearances; of how things seem.
One way or another then we (or that other person of
whom we are aware) needs to be helped to move back
to, and to re-discover, the inner truth, and the inner
reality, of God always present, ever there, giving
comfort and courage and strength and forbearance. As I
understand the teaching given, it is not a matter of God
needing to “break through” to us at such times and in
(Continued on page 2)

Victorian Sermons
I have recently come across a book of eight sermons by
Rev John Presland, published in 1874. He was then
Minister at the Argyle Square Church, King’s Cross. All
eight sermons are on the Lord’s Prayer. Victorian
rhetoric is splendid stuff. I am reminded of a comment in
a recent article by Rev Edward Norman, former Dean of
Peterhouse College, Cambridge. He said:
“The message promoted by the institutional churches in
Britain is scarcely distinctive at all, appearing to be a
sanctified endorsement of the Humanist preoccupation
with the details of material welfare, which is general in
our society”.
“From which pronouncement of Church bodies do we
now hear the clear indictment of human sin, and from
what pulpit are the follies of each of us regularly
condemned? Instead men and women are given a kind
of reassurance; the sins of the age are not the
consequence of what we are, but of particular material
errors; how we have treated the environment, the
economic distribution, the available resources for
welfare, the integrity of other people.”
John Presland had no difficulty in making a ‘clear
indictment of human sin’. Consider these passages:
“It needs but a glance into our streets, but a short hour’s
study of our newspaper, to convince us how vast must
be the change before Our Father’s government can be
supreme in this fair dear England of ours ..... for so long
as we are parties to imperial oppression, or withhold our
efforts to banish ignorance and crime and fraud and
disease and want, so long are we hypocrites as often as
we take upon our lips the holy words, ‘Thy Kingdom
come’.”
“Yet how often, instead of manifesting this spirit of
mutual helpfulness, the business by which men earn
their daily bread betrays most sordid selfishness; each
striving to flourish at the expense of others, and
regarding the prosperity of his brother as so much
subtracted from his own gain. With far too many the
great object is to get as rich as possible in a short as
possible a time; and to this unhallowed aim - itself a
violation of the heaven-inspired simplicity which
contents itself with daily bread - men are everywhere
sacrificing the charity involved in the social prayer, ‘Give
us our daily bread’. And this evil is conspicuous
throughout commercial life, displayed alike in the
reckless speculations, with other people’s money, which
have plunged so many hapless victims into penury; in
the adulterations, the false weights and balances, and
the fraudulent pufferies of retail dealers; in the
carelessness of capitalists to the welfare of their
labourers, in the indifference of workmen to their
employers’ interests, and their rattenings and other
oppressions among themselves. Every one is struggling
for himself, regardless of all others; clamorously striving
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for that daily bread which Jesus bids us pray for as a
common blessing, to be shared by all children of our
Father in the heavens.”
Rev John Presland, preaching at the church in King’s
Cross must have had many “capitalists” and “retail
dealers” in his congregation. I wonder what they made
of this.
And here is another forceful passage:
“When we remember the indispensableness of
forgiveness one towards another, to our own absolution
before God, it is terrible to observe the prevalence of
sentiments directly opposite, and the light estimation in
which they are too often held. How many families are
divided - how many friends and associates severed by
suspicion and dislike! How many hold aloof from
enterprises they approve, from aversion towards those
pursuing them! How many appeal to litigation to crush
those they regard as enemies! How often are our
streets disturbed by disgraceful fights of men and boys ay, and of women also! And in all these cases how
eagerly the bystanders take sides with the disputants,
instead of striving for the blessing promised to the
peacemakers! Wherever angry passions smoulder, a
host of tale-bearers, scandal-mongers, and slanderers,
are ready to fan them to a flame. My brethren, these
things ought not so to be. Here we are - children of the
same Father, fed by the same bounty, cheered by the
same hope, subject to the same infirmities, debtors to
the same Lord - wasting our little day of preparation for
eternity, in wrangling and quarrels and envyings against
another! And all the time we know, that except from our
hearts we forgive very one our brother his trespass,
God will not - God cannot - remit our own load of guilty
obligation to Himself”.
I quote a final passage, which is not an indictment of
sin, as such, but which seems to be particularly
appropriate to our present times.
“Are we blessed with wise, benignant laws? a political
constitution sufficiently expansive to admit of every
change demanded by social progress, yet strong
enough to maintain its continuity unbroken? with
administrations generally uncorrupted and patriotic? and
a sovereign, whose claim to loyalty is sustained by
personal worth, and willingly conceded by the affections
of her people? Remember, while we venerate the
memory of the great and good who have bequeathed us
our English liberties, and render to our statesmen and
our Queen the honour due to their services and virtue,
that we reverence them but as instruments, and ascribe
all the blessings we enjoy through their means to Him
whose only is the Kingdom.”
Guy de Moubray

The Kiss of Death
We may feel little sympathy for Judas because of the
deceitful way he betrayed Jesus with a kiss. His guilt
and suicide can be viewed as consigning him off to hell.
We may feel that we would have no part of him, yet, he
represents a part of us!
Judas represents our love of self. All the disciples at the
start appear to have followed Jesus for natural reasons
rather than spiritual ones. They saw the Lord's kingdom
as an earthly one which they would help rule. There was
a strong element of following Jesus for self-advantage.
In the end Judas betrayed Jesus for gain and self
advantage. He also sought to force the Lord's hand, to
act in a way self feels God should act. But it didn't
happen. Jesus did not demonstrate his power by
overthrowing the Romans but by laying down his life
and taking it up again.
Judas betraying Jesus as the Son of Man pictures the
way in which self love betrays the truth. Like Judas
kissing Jesus, we can display an external affection for
the truth in line with external, natural goals and life.
There is no thought or love of inner change and rebirth
for the sake of others. The Pharisees picture the state of
outward righteousness while inwardly being full of
unclean things (bad thoughts and feelings.)
Now we may not wish to identify with Judas, yet in doing
so we can learn an important lesson. Firstly we are not
just Judas. We are all the disciples. They are
personifications of all the elements of discipleship and
Judas is there because we all begin our spiritual journey
in order save ourselves.
When Judas realised what he had done he hung
himself. This represents the death of the principle of self
interest in the life of religion. The death of Jesus
represents the death of our false natural ideas
concerning truth. Following the death of Judas and
Jesus the disciples became apostles. They became
those 'sent out' to spread the message of Christianity.
They did it fearlessly without thought of personal safety.
They understood that the Lord's kingdom was within.
They saw the truth as the means of becoming a better
person. They saw that through spreading the truth, built
God's kingdom. The battle was spiritual not natural.

Detail from the Arrest of Jesus (Kiss of Judas)
by Giotto di Bondone
painted around 1305 in Padua

That death of the principle of self interest being the
primary motivation in the things of religion, enables us
to become apostles also. It enables us to go out
fearlessly also and spread the message of the New
Christianity. Interestingly, the Writings indicate that
Judas was restored. He was amongst those who had
followed the Lord in the world, who were sent
throughout the spiritual world to proclaim the Second
Coming. The love of self is fine when it serves spiritual
things.

“If anyone would come after me, let him deny
himself and take up his cross and follow me.
For whoever would save his life will lose it, but
whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.
For what will it profit a man if he gains the
whole world and forfeits his life?”
Matthew 16:24-26

Rev Richard Keyworth

The Hopeful Year - Online
Following discussions with the author, Roland Smith, ‘The Hopeful Year’ has now been
made available online as part of the Spiritual Wisdom web site. The original book is
divided into 52 weekly sections starting with a quotation from Swedenborg followed by
a commentary by Roland Smith and then a collection of other relevant quotations. This
format has been maintained in the online version with the weekly extract changing
automatically each week.
Visit: www.spiritualwisdom.org.uk and click on The Hopeful Year in the Site Menu.
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God is our Refuge and Strength The Book of Psalms
I am delighted to be able to present to Lifeline readers a series of articles by Rev John
Elliott. In this tenth article John writes about Psalm 22 which is traditionally sung or
read on Good Friday.
“By David in the Psalms we have to understand the Lord. In the
Psalms therefore, wherever David is the speaker the Lord is meant in
the spiritual sense.” Prophets and Psalms

‘I don’t like Good Friday. Why do we have to celebrate
Good Friday?’ said a member of the Church to me on
more than one occasion. Others have expressed the
same dislike, and no doubt most clergy have heard
something similar from one or more members of their
congregations.
This dislike of Good Friday seems to belong to an
unwillingness to accept the uncomfortable truth that the
Christian life involves trial and temptation, even as our
Lord, when He was in the world, was ‘in all ways
tempted as we are’. When James and John sought the
two most important positions next to Him in His
kingdom, He asked them whether they were able to
drink the cup He had to drink, and to be baptised with
the baptism He was baptised with. In other words, were
they prepared to endure sufferings comparable to those
He Himself was experiencing and was about to
experience? Another time He was to say that true
discipleship entails a readiness to deny self, take up the
cross daily, and follow Him. A very short, probably the
shortest, paragraph in the Teachings of the New Church
consists of the four Latin words, Qui regenerantur
tentationes subeunt, that is, People who are being
regenerated (or born again) undergo temptations. So
Good Friday - indeed the preceding days known as Holy
Week, if not the entire season of Lent - surely serve to
remind us not only of the path our Lord Jesus Christ
took to defeat the powers of evil but also of the
temptation-road that we too must pass along.
One psalm in particular has always been associated
with Good Friday, namely the twenty-second, and for
fairly obvious reasons. The first words of this song My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? - were
uttered by our Lord Himself from the Cross; and other
aspects of the Crucifixion are foreshadowed in it. Verse
8 for example expresses the rejection and mockery He
endured then. (Handel reminds us in his Messiah of the
derision of those who beheld Him - He trusted in God
that He would deliver him; let Him deliver him, if He
delight in him.) Verse 18, to give another example,
contains words which the fourth Gospel relates directly
to the disposal of our Lord’s clothes by the Roman
soldiers - They divided my garments among them, and
for my clothing they cast lots.
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Psalm 22 is clearly a song to be sung, or a poem to be
read, when reflecting on the final and severest
temptations which the Saviour underwent. Yet it should
not be forgotten that this psalm, song, or poem was
composed by David, one of whose talents lay in music
and song, or else by some other composer pretending
so to speak to be David. As I’ve pointed out before, very
many psalms - in their superscription or title - contain
the words, A Psalm of David, so many in fact that the
entire Psalter is traditionally attributed to him.
(Whenever Swedenborg quotes from or refers to the
words of a psalm he invariably says simply apud
Davidem, that is, in David.) But whoever the composer
(s) of these psalms may have been, whether David
himself or some other(s), he or they drew on the
thoughts, feelings, and life-experiences of the man
David. This is so in the case of Psalm 22, though its
poetic statements cannot be linked directly to any
specific events in David’s life that are recorded in the
Old Testament, only in a general way to his trials and
tribulations both before and after he became the king.
The first twenty-one verses of the song express a crying
out to God for help; they are the outcry of one who is
being persecuted and therefore in deep distress.
Though David had slain the Philistine giant Goliath and
after this had become a successful leader in the
Israelite army, Saul the King grew jealous of him and
consequently tried to kill him. For a time David was
constantly ‘on the run’ from Saul’s men who were
pursuing him to take his life. How often he must have
cried out, God help me! The notion of such persecution
seems to be signalled within the title to the psalm, which
is rendered in the English Standard Version as follows,
To the choirmaster: according to The Doe of the Dawn. A
Psalm of David

‘The Doe of the Dawn’ must be taken to mean the name
of the tune to which the choir was to sing this sacred
song; and that name is somehow appropriate to the
theme running through it. During the hours of darkness
a gentle creature such as the deer - and especially the
female of the species, the doe or hind - may feel safe
from its natural predators; but as dawn breaks it faces
another day in which it must be constantly alert and
ready to run for its life. (Psalm 42 employs a similar

image of an exhausted, panting, thirsty hart or deer
‘when heated in the chase’.) So the very name of the
tune prescribed for Psalm 22 is relevant to the overall
theme of the despair and distress of those pursued by
others who seek to destroy them. David experienced
such despair and distress, and so did our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ.
That despair and distress however are not the feelings
of someone who has no belief in God but of one who
has very good reasons to hope and trust in Him. After
the despairing cry, ‘Why have you forsaken me? Why
are you far from saving me? … I cry by day, but you do
not answer…‘ the psalmist continues,
Yet you are holy, enthroned on the praises of Israel.
In you our fathers trusted;
they trusted, and you delivered them.
To you they cried and were rescued;
in you they trusted and were not put to shame.

What we learnt in the classroom, when we were
children, about the Lord God’s dealings with people in
the past who trusted in Him, what we picked up from
our elders about their commitment to Him and His
presence in ‘all the changing scenes of life, in trouble
and in joy’, and what we discovered later on for
ourselves we carry around with us among our personal
beliefs. Knowledge of what was done for our
predecessors who trusted in the Lord and waited
patiently for Him - knowledge which exists within the
memory and constitutes historical or traditional faith, to
use the terminology of the Teachings of the New
Church - comes to the fore in times of doubt and
despair. So too does the memory of those times in our
own lives when, hindsight tells us, the hand of
Providence was at work. People’s memories such as
these may serve them when their lamp of hope and
trust is dim, especially when they are vilified and
diminished by others, an experience which the Saviour
Himself underwent and which the author of the psalm
expressed in the words,
But I am a worm and not a man,
scorned by mankind and despised by the people.
All who see me mock me;
they make mouths at me; they wag their heads.
He trusts in the LORD; let him deliver him;
let him rescue him, for he delights in him!

Further on in the song or poem David, or whoever its
author may have been, sees himself surrounded by
extremely powerful and destructive forces, but he does
so with a terrifying image, namely that of a group of very
powerful bulls all around him, bellowing ‘like a ravening
and roaring lion’. In all His temptations our Lord was
confronted on every side by all the powers of evil
seeking to destroy Him. The very thought that they
would succeed because of their great strength and
determination must have terrified Him, not only because
of what they would do to Him but because of the
dreadful consequences for others if He did not
withstand their assaults on Him. The Gospel reference
to His sweat being as large as drops of blood, during
His agony in the Garden of Gethsemane, portrays for us
something of the unimaginable terror He experienced
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then. Yet in all His terror He continues to speak to, and
draw strength from, the Divine. In the Garden He
prayed, ‘Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from
me. Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done.’ The
same picture of reliance on the Almighty in a time of
terrifying ordeal comes over to us in Psalm 22. The
verses containing the image of the powerful bulls
roaring like lions are followed by further descriptions of
torment and anguish,
I am poured out like water,
and all my bones are out of joint; …
For dogs encompass me;
a company of evildoers encircles me;
they have pierced my hands and my feet –
I can count all my bones –
they stare and gloat over me;
they divide my garments among them,
and for my clothing they cast lots.

These verses are commonly linked to the Crucifixion,
yet they embody not only what people were doing to our
Lord two thousand years ago in Jerusalem but also
what He was suffering at the hands of the powers of evil
in the spiritual dimension of existence. Those powers
were indeed enormous and terrifying, yet He always
relied on and was supported by a power far greater than
that exerted against Him by all the hellish forces of evil
and falsity. His turning to that almighty power is
encapsulated for us in the Psalmist’s plea,
But you, O LORD, do not be far off!
O you, my help, come quickly to my aid!
Deliver my soul from the sword,
my precious life from the power of the dog!
Save me from the mouth of the lion!
You have rescued me from the horns of the wild oxen!

These words conclude the first part of Psalm 22, which
may be said to belong to Passiontide in general and
Good Friday in particular. The second part, verses 2231, seemingly strikes an altogether different note.
Indeed it is suggested that originally there were two
different songs, which someone at a later time brought
together to produce a single psalm. But be all that as it
may, what are we to see in the second part? Perhaps
simply this, that in verses 22-31, which are clearly a
song of praise and thanksgiving, we should see an
expression of the Lord’s joy, and of ours, that all His
sufferings terminated in victory over the powers of evil,
followed by the establishment of a new order of things in
the spiritual world and on earth.
Another song or poem for Passiontide is Psalm 88.
Here is the brief explanation of it to be found in
Prophets and Psalms:
Verses 1-9, 13-18 The Lord prays to the Father during
temptations that drive Him even to despair. It seems as
though hell has conquered Him.
Verses 10-12 No glory comes to God from the hells.
I propose to look next at Psalm 46, the first words of
which have been adopted as a title to this series of
articles.
To be continued

Spring Cleaning
'Thou wilt cast our sins into the depths of the sea.'
Micah 7 : 19
I've a confession to make - I've had a fight - mind you
the protagonists were two spiders (enormous) and what
seemed an army of woodlice and silverfish. I was
incredibly brave and, after a chase, gathered them up
and cast them into the garden. You will realise I have
been spring cleaning the cupboard under the kitchen
sink.
Many years ago my husband, every so often, would
take out his city suits into the garden and give them a
good brushing, turning out the pockets and, when in
fashion, the dust from the turn-ups. "No need to carry
extra rubbish around" he would say.
Remembering this, along with the rubbish under my
sink, set me thinking about the dust and rubbish in my
life - bad memories, old guilts and festering anger - we
all carry huge chunks of our past along with us. Some
unfortunates find it can only be cured through by years
of therapy. Could prayer be of help in lightening the
burden?
In ancient Israel they used to confess their sins once a
year to try to make amends to each other and then sent
all the unresolved bits and pieces into the desert
wilderness on the back of a goat. If the ritual of the
'scapegoat' was powerful enough, it must have given
them a great sense of relief. (Read about the Scapegoat
in Leviticus 16 :10.)
Rabbi Blue writes, "When the Temple
at Jerusalem fell, the ceremony
stopped, (which was probably better for
the poor old goat) and some
resourceful person came up with a
ceremony called 'Tashlich' which
means something like 'chucking away'.
Once a year the Jewish people go to
the sea or nearest river stream and
empty out dust from their pockets or
they throw breadcrumbs into the water;
this casting away is a symbolic
cleansing as they watch their personal
grudges etc. float away."

You may like to try it too, but be careful what you throw
into the water - pollution is also a sin.
However, brushing or throwing breadcrumbs into sea or
a river is no substitute for the work of self examination
and purification on oneself. But it can help to finish the
process and allow better motives and actions to come to
the fore in service to others. With the Lord's help, what
treasures might be found tucked away in the cupboard
of your mind, quite unlike anything found under my
kitchen sink!

A Prayer in the Celtic Tradition
Lord guide my hands to clean my house.
Let my eyes see into the dark corners
to vacuum up the filth and dirt
to scour away the scum in bath and basin
to shake fluff from rugs and cushions so that
the beauty of wood, enamel,
steel and thread - may shine.
Lord guide my thought to clean my being.
Let my inner eye see into the dark corners of my mind.
Help me to vacuum up the seeds of greed
help me to scour the scum of anger and resentment
shake the threads of loneliness and doubt
so that the beauty of your life
May shine through me.

Enid Nicholls
From the Derby Newsletter

Did you know that the French painter Anne-Louis Girodet de Roussy-Trioson was commissioned in 1800 by
Napoleon to create a painting for his country retreat, Malmaison. The resulting epic painting, The Heroes of the
French Revolution Welcomed by Ossian Into Odin's Paradise, was Girodet's most complex. It wove Celtic and Norse
mythology, French military history and the religious theories of Swedish mystic Emanuel Swedenborg into a
bewildering allegory peopled by scores of almost translucent figures.
From an article in www.suburbanchicagonews.com
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Does the Pope know Swedenborg?
I was recently looking through the printed booklet on the
Summer Seminar of Swedenborg Studies held at the
New Church College, Manchester, 1994.
We had 10 lecturers, some from overseas. One of these
was the Rev Dr Friedemann Horn, a German by birth,
but serving as a Swedenborgian minister in Switzerland
for many years. His theme was The Church Universal
and the Church Specific.

“Almost two decades ago a Catholic book “Life
after dying” (Leben nach dem Sterben) has a
lengthy article of mine on Reincarnation and
Christian faith side by side with an article on life
after death by Cardinal Ratzinger, now the
Chairman of the Roman Catholic Congregation of
Faith. When I sent in my first draft, where I
referred only very briefly to Swedenborg, the
editor of the well-known Catholic Koesel-Verlag in
Munich, asked me to expand heavily on
Swedenborg, which I did of course.

Friedemann spoke about his early life, when he was a in
the German Army and in his search for faith was
influenced by the learned professor Ernst Benz whose
outstanding biography of Swedenborg was translated
into English and published in 2002.
Alas, both these worthy
gentlemen have now gone
into the spiritual world, but
they left a wonderful legacy
of learning and deep
appreciation
of
the
philosophy and theology of
Swedenborg. Friedemann
was an ecumenist who
made many contacts with
other
Churches
and
publishers across Europe.
This concluding paragraph
in his lecture caught my
attention:

So it seems to me, that the hour for Swedenborg
and our little denomination has come. The traffic
light shows green. We must go! Thank
you! Friedemann Horn.”

Is it not likely that the Chairman of the Roman Catholic
Congregation of Faith, the present Pope, Benedict XVI,
read the article published side by side with his own?
Rev Christopher Hasler

Rev Dr Friedemann Horn

Conference Membership Database
Due to the hard work of David Glover, the Conference Communications Manager, a new database has been
established to hold details relating to membership of Conference. Since any database is only as good as the data it
holds, it needs to be regularly updated as changes take place. As a result Michael Hindley has recently written on
the subject to Secretaries of Societies, Area Councils and Groups. A copy of the letter is shown below.
Dear Friend,

Membership Data-base

The membership record of the Conference including membership of individual societies has been
updated and reformatted as a sophisticated data-base. This will enable greater and more flexible
use for administrative purposes especially when hard-copies of documents need distributing for
company or charity law purposes amongst others. The data-base includes addresses, telephone
numbers and email addresses.
For the data-base to be effective you will appreciate that the addresses and other details need to be
up-to-date. Previously any changes of address for Conference and/or society members have been
notified by societies through the Annual Statistical Returns. I am therefore asking that you notify me
of changes of addresses and/or telephone number and email address if applicable as soon as you
know of these rather than waiting until the time of the annual returns. It would also be helpful if you
would advise your committee/council/group members so that more people are aware of this need
and hopefully the data-base can be as accurate as possible throughout each year.
Yours sincerely,
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Michael Hindley

Thomas Åberg - Swedish Organ Music Composer
Most readers of Lifeline will probably not of heard of
Thomas Åberg, who composes Swedish music for the
organ. He has played his own compositions at such
diverse places as Stockholm Cathedral, the Washington
National Cathedral and the Mormon Church in
Jerusalem.
Among his compositions are two pieces of special
interest.
Swedenborg piece "The Clock" (2004) for a very small organ
Swedenborg piece no 2 "Time goes..." (2005) for a very small organ
Visitors to the open air museum at Skansen in
Stockholm are able to see the original summer house
that stood in Swedenborg’s garden in Hornsgatan, just
south of the City of Stockholm.

The CD cover, above, clearly shows Swedenborg’s
organ inside the summer house.
The advertising literature accompanying the release of
the CD says:
“This is the world premier recording of the
legendary organ in Emanuel Swedenborg´s
gazebo at Skansen in Sweden.”

Writing this short article has reminded me of one of
those strange coincidences that happens from time to
time.
In about 1995 I visited Stockholm on business whilst I
was working for the Ericsson company in the UK. I
checked into my hotel just south of the city and close to
Hornsgatan where Swedenborg lived in his later years.
Swedenborg’s Summer House
At the back of the summer house, on the left, is the very
small organ that Emanuel Swedenborg used to play and
it is for this organ that Thomas Åberg has written his two
“Swedenborg pieces”.
Very recently a new CD has been released in Sweden
by organist Karin Strid and the two pieces by Thomas
Åberg are performed by Karin on Swedenborg’s organ
in the summer house at Skansen.

One of the things many people do when they first check
into an hotel is to turn on the television which is just
what I did. Flicking through the channels, mostly
Swedish, I suddenly noticed a small building I
recognised - it was Swedenborg’s summer house - and
someone was playing the organ for a recital!

Alan Misson

2007 is coming
And what is special about 2007?
It is the year when we celebrate the 200th Meeting of Conference !
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From the Writings ...
Genesis 48:15-16
And he blessed Joseph and said,
“The God before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked, the God who has been my shepherd
all my life long to this day, the angel who has redeemed me from all evil, bless the boys;
and in them let my name be carried on, and the name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac;
and let them grow into a multitude in the midst of the earth.”
Arcana Caelestia 6280:1-3
As regards 'the redeeming angel' - that the Lord's Divine Human is meant - this is clear from the consideration that
by His assumption of the Human and making it Divine the Lord redeemed man, that is, delivered him from hell, on
account of which, in respect of His Divine Human, the Lord is called the Redeemer. The reason why the Divine
Human is called an angel is that the word 'angel' means one who has been sent, and the Lord's Divine Human is
called 'the One who has been sent', as is evident from quite a number of places in the Word, in the Gospels.
Furthermore the Divine Human that existed before the Lord's Coming into the world was Jehovah Himself flowing in
by way of heaven when He was declaring His Word. Jehovah was above the heavens, but what passed from Him
through the heavens was the Divine Human at that time; for by means of Jehovah's flowing into heaven a human
image was presented, and the Divine itself as present by this inflowing was the Divine Man. This is the Divine Human
which has existed from eternity and is called the One who has been sent, by which is meant that which goes forth
and which is one and the same as 'the angel' spoken of here.
But because Jehovah was no longer able to reach men by flowing into them through that Divine Human of His, for
the reason that they had distanced themselves so far away from that Divine, He took on a human form and made it
Divine. Then by flowing in from this into heaven, He could reach right out to those members of the human race who
would accept the good of charity and the truth of faith from His Divine Human, which had thus been made visible,
and so could deliver them from hell - a deliverance which could not possibly have been accomplished in any other
way. This deliverance is what is called Redemption, and the Divine Human itself effecting that deliverance or
redemption is what is called 'the redeeming angel'.
But the Lord's Divine Human, it should be recognized, is above heaven - as the Divine itself is - since the Lord is the
Sun that gives heaven its light; thus heaven is far below Him. The Divine Human present in heaven is the Divine
Truth going forth from Him, which is the light radiating from Him as from the sun. In Essence the Lord is not Divine
Truth, for that Truth is what goes forth from Him like light from the sun; rather, His Essence is Divine Goodness itself,
which is one with Jehovah.

The Christian Parapsychologist
A number of our Ministers are subscribers to the magazine The Christian
Parapsychologist produced by The Churches’ Fellowship for Psychical and
Spiritual Studies. The latest edition has a review of Swedenborg’s Secret written by
Rev Christopher Hasler and which concludes with these comments:
“Swedenborg published his theological books anonymously, regarding himself
as a 'Servant of the Lord'. When he became known as the author, he put his
name to the last of his works. His chief aim was not only to open the meaning of
the Scriptures but to show clearly the Oneness of God in the Person of the risen
Christ, in whom, according to Paul, 'dwells all the fullness of the Godhead
bodily'. He died in London in 1772.
The author brings a new depth of focus not only on Swedenborg, but also on
the political scene of eighteenth-century Europe.
For that alone it is a 'good read'.”
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Notices
Committee for Auxiliary Ministry
Contemporary Sermons Set 3 & Set 4
By Rev Leslie Chambers
CAM is pleased to announce that two new sets of contemporary sermons produced by Rev Leslie Chambers
are now available.
Each set contains a collection of eight sermons and costs £4.00 per set if you require printed copies. If you
prefer to receive copies by email these are available at a cost of £1.00 per set and floppy disks are also
available at £2.00 per set. f you would like to receive either of these sets please send your order to:
Mrs Jan Millar
Cheques should be made payable to
Flat 6, Springfield House,
The General Conference of the New Church.
Park Road,
Bingley, BD16 4LR
Tel: 01274 511653
Email: jan.millar@generalconference.org.uk

Young or Just Young in Heart ?
You are invited along to the

New Church Youth Association 167th Annual Conference
at Kearsley Saturday 20th May
Tea or coffee from 9:30 onwards

Opening Service 10 a.m.

Theme: ‘IAO’ - Improvise, Adapt, Overcome

Lifeline

Contributions should be sent to the Editor, Alan C Misson
27 Woodland Way, Shirley, Croydon, CR0 7UB Tel: 020 8777 5098

Email: alanmisson@btinternet.com

Lifeline is published on the 2nd Sunday of the month ( except in Jan and July ) by the General Conference of the New Church.
Articles and notices should reach the editor by the end of the second week of the month prior to publication.
Subscriptions to be sent to the Business Manager, Ian D McCallum
65 Heaton Road, Stockport, Cheshire, SK4 4JJ Tel: 0161 432 5362
Price per copy £1.10
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