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Conference Sermon
Jeremiah 1:5
“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were
born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations.”

JOURNAL OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE NEW CHURCH

It is not uncommon for people first to sense their life’s vocation during childhood. Many
have felt the call of medicine, music or priesthood from their earliest years. A vocation is
not a lifestyle choice, it is a calling that has been bred into our very bones and is
incessant in demanding our attention. Jeremiah knew this only too well. He didn’t wake
up one day and think of prophecy as a good career move. The Lord had bred prophecy
into him whilst he was still in the womb. Indeed, Jeremiah came to describe the prophetic
vocation as, “a burning fire shut up in my bones” (Jeremiah 20:9). He found that if he
sought to ignore this vocation, or to run away from it, he couldn’t. It pursued him and
there was no escaping from its incessant demands.
Many who have experienced a vocational call will perhaps identify with Jeremiah’s
experience. But are such people just a small minority? Does a vocation come to only a
select few? Well perhaps we ought to hear again the Lord’s words to Jeremiah. “Before I
formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I
appointed you a prophet to the nations.” The words seem to refer to our formation in our
earthly mother’s womb, but did Jesus not teach that we have a second birth? “Truly, truly,
I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” (John 3:3). All
who follow the Lord as God are re-formed within the womb, not of their natural mother,
but of the communion of saints. This communion is the body of all those who together
form heaven and the church. It is from this womb that we are born again, or regenerated,
as angelic beings.
It is in this spiritual formation and re-birth that the Lord breeds a vocation into us. We
simply cannot escape it. This new vocation doesn’t necessarily imply a change of worldly
occupation, after all our existing occupation may be a useful one. However, there is now
a change in the way in which we discharge it. It becomes our vocation to perform the
uses of our occupation from a heavenly love, that is, in a charitable and spiritual way,
rather than a selfish and natural one.
Once the truth of this is recognized, whatever occupation, or act of service, we
engage in becomes a vocation. We read, “Every person who looks to the Lord and shuns
evils as sins becomes a form of charity, provided that he honestly, justly, and faithfully
carries out the work of his occupation or employment…there is an interior affection
abiding inwardly, and desiring it” (Charity 158). A Christian’s vocation is to approach each
and every use, whether it be worship leading or peeling potatoes, with a love of obeying
(Continued on page 2)
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the Word and serving our neighbour. Thus every task
has a sense of heavenly vocation in it and as a result our
lives now become prophetic in nature. What does this
involve?
We read in the Heavenly Doctrines that, “A ‘prophet’
means one who teaches” (Arcana Caelestia 9188e).
Biblical prophets taught the Word of God, and when our
lives also reveal God’s Word to the world we too are
being prophetic. We too are teaching. However, no one
can teach unless they have first learned. There are many
ways of learning. Most of us have learned spiritual truths
from parents, teachers, and friends; many learn truths
from reading the Bible; and some from study of the
Heavenly Doctrines of the New Church. But whether our
learning is in simple form or at a very deep level, our
sense of vocation is strengthened by it. The truths we
have learned call us into the Lord’s service and enable
us to be prophetic. As we become an embodiment of the
Word, our lives and words now shed heavenly light on
the human condition.
This call has our name on it! The Lord calls you. In
the place where you live and work you may be the only
New Church person, perhaps even the only Christian,
maybe even the only person with a faith. In that situation
the Lord truly needs you; it is your vocation to speak and
act for him there. The prophetic vocation is most
frequently exercised amid the commonplace tasks of life
- daily work, shopping, socializing, voluntary service, or
civic duties. If we do these things in a way that affirms
the Word and speaks for Lord, we are fulfilling a
prophetic vocation. Through our living and through our
interacting with others, the Lord is able to shed his truth
abroad.
Jesus neatly expresses the value of this prophetic
use in the little parable we read in Luke’s Gospel. “It is
like yeast that a woman took and hid in three measures
of flour, until it was all leavened” (Luke 13:21). The yeast
is small in quantity but it disturbs the dough and works
through the whole mass of it until it has changed its
character completely. We know how in any group one
person can have a similar effect, for they can be a focus
of trouble and disturb the group, or they can be a centre
of peace and have a calming effect on it. The role of the
prophet is to be an influence for healthy change among
others; to challenge and disturb the self-centred and
materialistic approach to living when they surface, and
also to be a comfort and blessing when people are
troubled or confused.
It is something of a shock to discover that our
vocation has a further element, for we are called to be “a
prophet to the nations”. This seems to be a tall order!
Few, indeed, are the individual Christians who are able
to make such a global impact. But we live in a very
cosmopolitan society and there are folk of many
nationalities, not to mention many viewpoints, in every
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community? Can we not influence people of many
nations in the very place where we live and work?
In fact our prophetic vocation has a wider effect than
we can see. Most of you will be familiar with the
correspondence of the heart and the lungs. One
application of this correspondence is revealed in the
following passage: “The Word in the Church, although it
is with comparatively few, is life to the rest of the world
from the Lord through heaven just as the members and
viscera of the whole body receive life from the heart and
lungs” (Doctrine of Sacred Scripture 105). These words
teach us that the Lord needs people who possess Word,
love it and live it. Such folk are the spiritual heart and
lungs of the nations, and the whole body of the human
race has a spiritual lifeline and benefit through them.
Here is something that we can all do. In my work as
a minister I often meet people who are housebound or
bedridden. They not infrequently complain that they feel
useless because there is nothing they can do for the
church or their fellows. I always try to point out that this
is not true, for they can fulfil a vitally important role. They
can read the Word and pray; they can also respond, with
thoughtfulness and charity, to those who care for them
and visit them. By doing this they are filling the use of the
heart and lungs in the body of humanity, strengthening
its links with God and heaven. Yes, even the bedridden
invalid can fill a vital prophetic and spiritual use. Many
such have sent their visitors out feeling uplifted and
blessed for having been in their company.
Heavenly truths are for loving, speaking and living
out. This is our vocation, wherever we live, work and
socialize. If we fulfil it, it will strengthen the New Church.
It will do so within this Conference organisation, giving it
a greater integrity and effectiveness in its work; opening
up new spiritual uses to us as well. But it will also
strengthen the New Church, in a wider sense, by
developing links between the Lord and his people,
between heaven and earth, thus enabling the universal
New Church to flourish.
The Lord calls each one of us to a prophetic
vocation. We cannot avoid the call, so let us respond to it
willingly and with conviction. We may be individuals,
small as the mustard seed but, as the Lord has taught
us, the potential growth from our witness is infinite. The
church begins with the individual; unless each one of us
is the church in our own life, we cannot be the church
together. So let us hear the call, respond to the call, and
live out the call. There is a vocation for you in this
church!
“Before I formed you in the womb I knew
you, and before you were born I
consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet
to the nations.”
Rev Robert Gill

Conference Reports
The Conference Keynote Address was printed in the August edition of Lifeline and the Conference Sermon on the
previous pages of this issue but the rest of Conference will be briefly reported in the following pages in chronological
order. I am particularly grateful to Elisabeth and David Brooks for the use of their reports in completing this account
of Conference 2005.
Editor

Monday 18th July

Tuesday 19th July

Conference began on Monday afternoon with a welcome
by the Chairman, Jean Chambers and then Rev David
Gaffney led the opening worship on the Conference
Theme - ‘We have what it takes’. He then led
Conference in thinking about the four members who had
died during the year: Hilda Critchley, Clare Jones, Peter
Perrett and John Presland.

The Choir, who had already had a practice late on
Monday evening, started their day early with a further
practice at 7.30am! The Choir continued to practice hard
during the week under the excellent leadership of Marion
Curry and with David Glover at the piano or organ and
produced some wonderful music on several occasions,
especially at the Conference Service.

The key event of the afternoon was the
Extraordinary General Meeting, called to give agreement
to various changes to the Articles, especially to the
provision to allow Members of Conference attending the
meeting to be able to vote (subject to certain limitations),
even if they were not previously agreed representatives.
The motion to accept these changes was carried.

At 10am the Senior
Minister,
Rev
Ian
Russell , delivered his
Keynote Address on the
subject of ‘We have
what it takes’ (see the
August
issue
of
Lifeline). Ian’s address
concluded with the
following:

The EGM was then followed by a vote on a massive
set of ‘rules’ changes covered in a 42 page document. A
tremendous amount of work had been carried out by
David Friend and Gordon Kuphal with the support of
Richard Lines. The motion to adopt these rule changes
was carried.
After the evening meal a Reception was held, hosted
by Michael Hindley, Chief Executive Officer of
Conference, but on this occasion in his role as the
Deputy of the Cinque Port Liberty of Brightlingsea.
Michael looked very impressive wearing his huge silver
chain and the fabulous Great Opal. He spoke about his
distinguished position while everyone enjoyed a drink.
Monday conclude with worship movingly led by Rev
Esther Bryne. She talked from the heart and said that
whenever you are in a situation that you are worried
about, trust in the Lord, and he will give you the strength
that you need.

“We have what it takes
to have a conference
which is visionary,
reflective, caring of
each other, inspiring
and decisive. We have
what it takes and so
may we use what we
have without fear as we
seek the kingdom of
God, and more shall be
added unto us.”

Rev Ian Russell

Following a coffee break we were introduced by Rev
Michael Stanley to a ‘Treasure Hunt’ - not the traditional
kind of course, but a ‘spiritual treasure hunt’ which
involved hunting for cards in blue, yellow, red and green
boxes and then forming into groups
of four people with a leader in each
group. Michael had made the point
that we often focus on our
weaknesses but he wanted us to
focus on our qualities - our treasures
- by means of the two different cards
we each had. This proved to be a
fascinating and enjoyable experience.
And then a break for an excellent
lunch, indeed all the meals were of a
very high standard.

3

The Choir during one of their many practice sessions
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Tuesday afternoon commenced with a talk by Rev
Alan Lewin on ‘Memorable Relations’. Alan encouraged
us to read these accounts of Swedenborg’s spiritual
world experiences and he read from several to illustrate
the points he was making. He also raised the question “Did Swedenborg play an important role in
the spiritual world as part of the Last
Judgement?” Alan also commented that
whereas Swedenborg frequently says that
you only have to want to be with someone in
the spiritual world and you will be with them
immediately whatever the ‘distance’, yet in
one of his memorable relations he talks about
taking a three day journey!
Conference then had time for a
meditation led by Rev Bruce Jarvis using a
memorable relation from Conjugial Love 316.
This is a delightful account of Swedenborg at
a wedding party to which he has been invited
and the meditation made a lovely half-hour.
The next session on ‘Dramatic Presentation’ was led
by Jan Millar and her aim was to show simple and
effective ways of using drama in worship for both
children and adults. Three presentations took place:
•

The Magi
Three voices of simple prose

•

Abraham and Sarah
A very moving duologue on the imagined discussion
between Abraham and Sarah when he tells her that
he has to sacrifice their son Isaac

•

A voice choir
A reading using different voices in different groupings

Circle Dancing often features at Conference as one of
the ‘Special Interest Group’ sessions but for the next
session Rev Rita Russell undertook to introduce the
subject to Conference as a whole. Rita liked to call it
Sacred Circle Dance as it is sacred to her. She talked

about dance in the Bible and the development of Circle
Dance in this country. She reminded us that a circle is a
symbol of unity and the candle in the centre is there
because the Lord is the centre of the world. After this
introduction a large number of people joined in three
beautiful dances which created a beautiful atmosphere.

Prayer to the Light
A dance in three concentric circles
There then followed a choice of five Special Interest
Groups:
The SIN Thing
A workshop led by Rev Michael Stanley on the use of
the term sin and alternative ways of describing spiritual
errors.
Sacred Circle Dance
More dance with Rita Russell
Talking about our Church
A session led by Rev Gillian Gordon on how we react
when someone says “What does your church believe?”
New Church Historical Society
The first of two sessions led by Rev Norman Ryder
Let’s start reading Swedenborg
A workshop by Renee James encouraging people to get
on and read Swedenborg.

To close this particularly spiritual day the
Holy Supper service was held in the evening
led by Rev Clifford Curry and assisted by
Rev John Sutton and Rev Gillian Gordon.
The service included some beautiful music
including flute and violin and of course the
choir and it proved to be a wonderful climax
to a very special day.

The ‘Voice Choir’ read Isaiah 6:1-8
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Wednesday 20th July
Morning Worship was led by Rev Christopher Jackson
with a beautiful service during which he spoke from his
heart about his concerns about alcohol.
Wednesday was the business day of Conference
and started with the Report of the Committee of
Ministers presented by Rev Robert Gill. Robert
commenced his talk by warmly thanking Rev Ian Russell
for being such an excellent and supportive Senior
Minister.
He then referred to how
deeply the committee
had been affected by
the transition of Rev
John Presland and he
commented on John’s
energy
and
active
involvement in so many
things of the church.
Robert then went on to
talk about the dialogue
the Ministers Committee
had been having with
Rev David Lomax and
Rev Robert Gill
how they had warmly
re-embraced him as a suitable minister to serve the
General Conference of the New Church.
It had been decided to form two groups to formed of
ordained ministers and laity to study and report on
‘Morality from a spiritual viewpoint’ and ‘Homosexuality’.
Stephen Russell Lacy has agreed to lead the group on
morality but no leader has yet been found for the study
on homosexuality.
Robert reported that the committee is very keen for
there to be a full time appointment for youth work and
recognises that Purley Chase will be vital in this work.
Thanks were then expressed to Rev Clifford Curry for his
many years of work on the Outreach Team. It had been
a hard decision for him to give up this work but it had
been necessary to allow him to now work part time for
the College.

Council
and
the
Executive and noted
that this was beginning
to work well although
the Council still seems
to have not yet been
able to give its full
attention to Strategy
and
Policy.
Jean
reminded Conference of
the
Council’s
four
priorities in terms of
resource allocation:
•
•
•
•

Local churches
Web development
The Purley project
SOLCe

Jean Chambers

She then talked about the RENEW Programme,
which although formally closed, had not failed. Indeed,
she said, there is renewal in all areas of our policy.
Jean continued her review of the work of the Council
by talking about Jan Millar’s visits to local churches. This
programme of visits was now underway and it was
intended as an opportunity for each church group to
discuss their current situation and future plans.
Although it had been reluctantly decided to disband
the Outreach Team Jean re-affirmed the Council’s
commitment to outreach and expressed their gratitude
for the team’s driving passion and hard work. She said,
“Disbanding the current outreach team is not
synonymous with ceasing outreach - outreach is
associated with all four of our priorities”.
Many questions were then asked and much
discussion took place on the issues Jean had raised and
others covered in the report. It was then time for a well
earned break for lunch before re-assembling for the
Treasurer’s Report presented by Nigel Sutton.

Robert concluded by announcing that the Ministers
Committee had nominated Rev Mary Duckworth as
Senior Minister for 2006-2010. Much discussion followed
this presentation and Conference was pleased to hear
that Robert will continue in his role as Secretary of the
Ministers Committee.
Following a break for coffee the Chairman, Jean
Chambers introduced the session on the Report of the
Governing Council. She commenced by commenting on
the split of responsibilities between the Governing
5

Nigel Sutton
(Continued on page 6)

Conference Reports
(Continued from page 5)

Nigel began his talk by reviewing the overall financial
position of Conference as summarised by the following
figures ( all figures £’s):
2003/4

2004/5

Total Income

434,242

421,140

Total Expenditure

506,863

539,126

Operating Surplus

- 72,621

- 117,986

Exceptional Income (net)

146,738

29,500

74,117

- 88,486

NET Surplus

In the previous year, 2003/4, the operating surplus of
- £72,621 ( a deficit of £72,621) was completely
overturned by net exceptional income of £146,738
arising from substantial profits on sale of property to
generate a net surplus of £74,117. By contrast, in the
year under review 2004/5, the operating surplus was
- £117,986 ( a deficit of £117,986 and higher than the
previous year mainly due to a reduction in income and
increased stipend and salary costs). No profits on the
sale of property occurred during the year although there
was legacy income and as a result the net surplus for the
year was - £88,486 ( a deficit of £88,486). Following a
range of questions on the financial state of Conference
the programme moved onto an update on the proposed
developments at Purley Chase.

Planning Approval
Tenders Issued
Tenders Returned
Tenders Approved
Construction Starts
Completion
Purley Re-Opening

Sep
Sep
Oct
Oct
Nov
Sep
Oct

2005
2005
2005
2005
2005
2006
2006

David also announced that there would be a special
open meeting on Purley Chase at Derby on 12th
November (see notice elsewhere in this issue). Rev
David Gaffney then talked about his role at the new
Purley Chase as Programme Director for an initial period
of three years and how he was intending to approach the
development of an extended range of workshops, study
groups and camps together with some form of regular
Sunday worship. David will be supported in his task by
his wife Anne, who will be the manager of Purley for an
initial period of two years until it is clearer as to how the
new arrangements will develop. Nigel Sutton concluded
the session on Purley Chase by informing Conference
that as a result of the unfortunate and sad closure of the
Bath church some £1.7M will be available towards the
expected £2M costs of the development.

The presentation on Purley Chase was given by
Michael Hindley, David Haseler, Rev David Gaffney and
Nigel Sutton. Michael talked about the changing
requirements that had been faced during planning
discussions and that as a result three different sets of
plans had now been produced but the final set were now
going through the planning approval process. David
Haseler showed an artists impression of the proposed
development and presented the key dates for the project
as now perceived but admitted that the re-opening date
had now slipped. The key dates presented were:

Rev David Gaffney
After a well deserved break for tea
Conference re-assembled for a
presentation by David Glover on his
work as Communications Manager.
David described his very hectic parttime job in which, at times, he is totally
overwhelmed by the volume of work.
He explained that he had worked during
the past year on a main database for
Conference which was now progressing
well, a web site to support the internal
needs of Conference and he had also
provided a very extensive support
service for employees with all sorts of
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David Haseler presents the new Purley Chase
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computer problems. He illustrated this by explaining
what he had done to support the recent trip by Rev
Bruce Jarvis to Mauritius. This had involved the transfer
of software, files and emails from Bruce’s regular
computer to the lap top he took to Mauritius and of
course to reverse the process on Bruce’s return. David
was warmly thanked for his work in such a complex
technical arena.
There then followed a presentation by Alan Misson
on the outreach web site www.spiritualwisdom.org.uk
Alan talked about the number of visitors to the site, what
they were interested in, how long they had stayed, and
what keywords had brought them via a ‘search-engine’
to this site. A detailed account of progress on this web
site will be given in the October issue of Lifeline.
Before the evening meal the results of ballots for the
Governing Council and Conference Preacher 2006 were
announced as follows:
Vice Chairman of the Council
Governing Council members

Conference Preacher

Ernest Baxendale
Zoë Brooks
David Haseler
Peter Schofield
Rev Gillian Gordon

The evening event was the Social Experience, an
entertainment of the highest quality hosted by the
effervescent Jan Millar. A mixed programme was
presented including Rev David Gaffney singing and
acting the song: “There’s a hole in my bucket”. He had
made a most wonderful costume himself. When he
turned to his right he was wearing a very pretty dress
and holding a parasol - and on turning left we saw a
posh gentleman with umbrella. Many of the audience
had tears of laughter running down their faces. Five
ladies sang “I can’t say no” and the choir a Gilbert and
Sullivan madrigal. Another highlight was a sketch on
Aladdin and his magic lamp which again had the
audience in stitches.
The very full programme for Wednesday concluded
with a wonderful change of mood as Rev Bruce Jarvis
led us in worship using a stunning sequence of pictures
of sunrise, sunset and moonlight take in Mauritius with
relaxing background music leaving everyone to mediate
in their own way. This was concluded with a lovely hymn
led by three ministers on guitars. It had been a beautiful
service held in such a wonderful sphere.

Thursday 21st July
Following worship Roland Smith introduced the latest of
his sequence of pictures on Revelation. The picture he
displayed, his sixteenth, was on the subject ‘The Song of
the Lamb’ based on part of Revelation chapter 5.

Roland Smith with ‘The Song of the Lamb’
The first session of the day was on Special Interest
Groups with the same choice as on Tuesday except that
‘Create your own outreach material’ replaced ‘Sacred
Circle Dance’ and ‘Helpful computer tips for the novice’
replaced ‘Talking about our Church’.
After coffee Jan Millar presented the session on
CAM (Committee for Auxiliary Ministry). She commented
that this was the first year for some time that no
certificates were being awarded. She also emphasised
the importance of recognition for those lay leaders who
had been leading worship for many years and were very
acceptable to the congregations they served but yet had
not achieved formal recognition.
Spring and Autumn schools for worship leaders had
taken place at Purley Chase and during the development
work next year the Spring one would be held at the
Morley Retreat and Conference Centre near Derby on
7th to 10th April. There were now quite a number of lay
people authorised to celebrate the Holy Supper but there
was an increasing need for training in the sacrament of
Baptism and for officiating at funerals and weddings.
Jan then introduced a series of speakers to talk
about the subject: “Our Church is far more than happens
(Continued on page 8)
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on Sundays.” Pauline Grimshaw talked about a reading
group on Conjugial Love at Kearlsey which had proved
to be very popular and a very different experience for
those taking part. Ann Skinner described a range of
events at West Wickham including discussion groups, a
spiritual growth course and ‘Open Wednesdays’. Dorothy
Margison explained how a small house based group
works at her home in Eastbourne and Mary Burnley
described another house group in Kirk Deighton near
Wetherby, Yorkshire.
Rev Bruce Jarvis followed the session on CAM by
showing pictures and talking about his three month visit
to Mauritius to work with the two churches on the island.
Then Rev Alexander Gorbenko spoke about his pleasure
at being at Conference and his problems and
opportunities back in Russia.
After lunch there was a presentation led by Christine
Bank about the ‘New Church Youth Association’. This
presentation started with a game that effectively brought
it home that children and lonely people are often left on
the outside of church life. Rev John Sutton was to have
been the President of the NCYA but is now returning to
New Zealand. He expressed his hope that a National
Outreach Programme could be developed aimed at
children and he pointed out that Jesus, the original ‘Pied
Piper’, said: “Do not hinder the children; let them come to
me’”
The New Church Children’s Society then held its
Annual General Meeting. Much good work is still being
done by this organisation both in this country and
overseas. Rev Rita Russell is President and Geoffrey
Bentley is Secretary.
After an early evening meal two coaches left
Swanwick to take everyone to Derby for the Conference
Service which was a wonderful and inspiring occasion as
this special report from Gwendolen Rowe reveals:
The Conference Service was beautifully led by Rev
Robert Gill and Rev Michael Stanley. The title of the
address was 'Prophetic Vocation' and the service
followed this theme, starting with the children's talk which
was presented by Enid Nicholls. The biblical text was
taken from Jeremiah 1 - "Before I formed you in the
womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I
appointed you as a prophet to the nations." and Enid
talked about vocation and how this is a real calling that
comes from the Lord. She demonstrated, with the help
of a couple of teenagers at Derby, and some willing
adults, that by working together building, they could best
solve their (similar) problems. If they used the Lord/Bible
as their rock and centre they would succeed. A true
vocation comes to fruition if your focus is on the Lord.
The choir sung a gloria by Vivaldi which was amazing
and we raised the roof with some great hymns. Robert's
address focussed on the biblical text and he explained
8

that because God knows us he knows our true vocation.
If we truly follow Him then we will realise this true calling.
The highlight of the service came at the end following a
lovely meditation by Michael, where we had silence in
which to feel the presence of the Lord. But back to the
highlight - Howard Turner brought out a board and table
which was placed in the centre of the chancel. Robert
explained that Howard was going to build an arch out of
building blocks which had been given to various people
who were representing the different parts of Conference.
Robert then invited each person to bring forward their
block, which was blessed and then given to Howard who
built the arch. The areas represented were: Worship,
Teaching, Youth, Outreach, Publishing, Purley Chase,
Doctrinal Research, Administration, Circle Dancing,
Music and Spiritual Growth. This culminated with the
keystone - the Lord - of course. What a wonderful
experience. An air of wonder followed this and a
resounding clap for its handicraft. The service finished
with a gentle vesper sung by the choir. Definitely not an
experience to be missed!

The Arch - with the Lord as the keystone

Friday 22nd July
On Friday morning it was announced that £1400 had
been collected during the Conference Service and £200
had been separately given for the Womens League.
The main item on Friday morning was a presentation
by Rev Robert Gill on the Doctrinal Issues of
Membership, a summary of which had been circulated to
Conference. Various options were being considered for a
revision of what constitutes membership of Conference
together with possible additional forms of membership
such as being a member of Purley Chase. There was
much support for the proposals as well as many different
ideas and it was agreed that Rev Robert Gill working
with Rev Bruce Jarvis would re-visit the proposals.
The final ‘Review of Conference’ included special
thanks to Howard Turner for his arch built during the
Conference Service and then Rev Mary Duckworth
closed Conference with an inspiring and uplifting service.

How can you help at Purley Chase ?
Come along to a consultative meeting at the Derby New
Church on Saturday,12th November 2005. We want
your views on how we can make Purley a success when
it re-opens in Autumn 2006, so this is your opportunity
to learn about the development and give us your ideas
for the future.
The meeting will be chaired by Jean Chambers,
Chairman of the Governing Council, and the 4 members
of the Purley Steering Group will be there. The agenda
will be:
•

Review of the Purley development.

•

Rev David Gaffney’s vision of what Purley will offer.

•

Brainstorming how we can attract more New Church
people to Purley.

•

Brainstorming how we can attract more Seekers
(newcomers) to Purley.

•

Suggestions about themes for courses/schools.

•

Suggestions about people who could lead or assist
at courses/schools.

•

Ideas about how you could help at Purley and what
training you might need to do this.

From the Writings …
From infancy to the end of life, and afterwards to
eternity, a person's state of life is continually changing.
The general states of a person's life are called infancy,
childhood, adolescence, adulthood, and old age.
People know that every person who continues to live in
the world passes in turn from one age to the next, and
so progresses from the first one to the last. A person's
passing from one age to another is not apparent until a
period of time has intervened; nevertheless, reason
sees that the transitions are progressive from moment
to moment, thus that they are advancing continually.
For the case is similar with a person as with a tree,
which from the time the seed is cast into the ground
keeps on developing and growing every little instant,
even the very briefest. These moment-to-moment
progressions are also changes of state, for a later
progression adds something to the preceding one which
perfects the state.
Changes that take place in a person's inner
qualities are more perfectly continuous than those that
take place in his outward ones. The reason is that a
person's inner qualities - by which we mean those that
belong to his mind or spirit - are raised up on a higher
9

The meeting will last from 11.00 until about 16.00
and lunch will be provided at a moderate charge.
Everyone of all ages, whether Conference members
or not, will be welcome; we particularly want young
people as we want the widest range of ideas possible.
Come along even if you are just a supporter of Purley or
an attendee; you do not have to be an organiser or a
teacher.
So we have numbers for catering, please inform the
undersigned if you would like to attend. You will be sent
further information, including directions, a few weeks
before the Meeting. If you are unable to attend the
Meeting, we would welcome any comments, or offers of
help at a later date. Please write in.

David Haseler
Phone: 0121 440 8070
E-mail: mdhaseler@tinyworld.co.uk
Address: 44 Michael Court, Bristol Road,
Edgbaston, Birmingham, B5 7TS
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level than the outward ones; and in things that are on a
higher level, thousands of changes occur in the same
moment that only one does in the outer elements. The
changes that take place in the inner qualities are
changes in the state of the will in respect to its
affections, and changes in the state of the intellect in
respect to its thoughts. Progressive changes in the
state of these affections and thoughts are what are
particularly meant under this heading.
Changes in the state of these two life forces or
faculties in a person are unceasing, continuing from
infancy to the end of his life, and afterwards to eternity;
and the reason is that there is no limit to knowledge,
even less to intelligence, and still less to wisdom. For
there is an infinity and eternity in the range of these,
arising from the Infinite and Eternal who is their source.
Hence the ancient philosophical tenet, that everything is
capable of being divided to infinity; to which should be
added that everything is similarly capable of being
multiplied. The angels assert that they are perfected in
wisdom by the Lord to eternity, which means also to
infinity, since eternity is an infinity of time.

Farewell, Wilf and Irene
Wilf and Irene Woodhouse, the Managers of Purley
Chase for the last 34 years, will be retiring at the end of
August this year. During this time, I believe that very few
readers will not have experienced the hospitality and
cooking that they have provided.
200 people of all ages came to Purley for a Garden
Party on a roasting Summer day on 18th June 2005 to
thank and to say their farewells to Wilf and Irene. The
highlight of the day was a celebration of Wilf and Irene’s
life and work at Purley.

In addition to managing the Centre, Wilf collects the
shopping, keeps the accounts, takes the bookings,
saves a fortune in painting, decorating, and cleaning
leaves from the gutters (do you fancy climbing a ladder
to the eaves?) and doing innumerable small repairs and
large improvements. But perhaps Wilf’s greatest legacy
to Purley is the state of the grounds. When he came, the
main lawn was the size of a tennis court. The whole
grounds are now exquisitely manicured, with new trees
and shrubs planted. The greatest feat of Irene and Wilf
was to plant, 9 years ago, a 200 metre hedge along our
boundary with 1000 different trees and bushes from dog
roses to oaks. Do visit this when you are next at Purley.

Irene Woodhouse
When the Managers arrived at Purley in Summer
1971, the house was in a poor condition and did not
have any central-heating. To make their situation worse,
they did not have a car. This means that they had to get
their children to school and to do their shopping without
transport. Imagine that if you lived more than a mile from
the school and shops
We look at Purley now, and see what they have
achieved. It is a professionally managed Centre. Tasty,
varied and immaculately prepared meals arrive on time
and Irene will cater for you whether you are a carnivore,
vegetarian, or one of 5 types of vegan. And that feature
of every visit to Purley, a mass outbreak of stomach
upsets, is a thing of the past thanks to a tight control of
hygiene.

Wilf Woodhouse

Besides all this, Wilf and Irene have had to deal with
numerous emergencies, the majority of which are waterleakages into the building and problems with the boiler;
they most frequently occur at night.

(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 10)

During all their time at Purley, they have had only
one serious illness between them; otherwise they have
battled through all the common ailments. Wilf and Irene
arrived at Purley with 3 sons, and managed to add 2
more children during their time at Purley without their
work apparently missing a beat.

Finally, Wilf and Irene cut a celebratory cake, and
Wilf thanked everyone. This was really the end of an era
at Purley. We wish them a long and happy retirement.
David Haseler

Wilf and Irene have been behind the success of
Purley in the past 34 years. They have shown total
dedication to Purley, they have worked long and unsocial
hours, they have coped courteously with visitors, they
have worked hard to improve Purley, and they have
made Purley what it is today.
Wilf and Irene were presented with a garden table
and 4 chairs, a present they had chosen, a cheque and a
bouquet of flowers. John Sutton also gave them a
symbolic mini-gong. This was followed by a standing
ovation as everyone showed their thanks to, and
affection for, Wilf and Irene.

(My thanks to Ken Dunn and Kathy Jackson for the
pictures used in this article - Editor)

WOULD YOU LIKE A FREE HOLIDAY IN THE COUNTRYSIDE?
Owing to delays in the building programme, Purley Chase, deep in rural Warwickshire,
will be empty from November 2005 for a couple of months or so.
We are looking for someone to live at Purley Chase during this period on a free-ofcharge rent-and-rate free basis with heating and electricity also included. Details are
negotiable. This would suit a single person, a couple or a family.
If you are interested in applying, or would like further details, please contact:
David Haseler
0121 440 8070
mdhaseler@tinyworld.co.uk
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Gathering Leaves 2006
In the August 2004 issue of Lifeline a report was printed of the Gathering Leaves seminar and retreat held in May
2004 and attended by women from all the different branches of the New Church around the world. A further retreat is
now planned for 2006 and the following provides some preliminary details:

Gathering Leaves 2006
A Retreat for Women of all Branches of Swedenborgian Organisations
The View from the Canopy
Historical and Personal Perspectives on Swedenborgian Faith from the Branches
May 19-21, 2006
Temenos Conference and Retreat Center
1564 Telegraph Road, West Chester, PA 19382 USA
610-696-8145; www.temenosretreat.org

The Program Committee will be accepting workshop proposals through September
30th. We are looking for workshops that explore the history of theology, liturgy and
community and that share personal experiences of spirituality, worship &
relationships.
To submit proposals, share ideas or receive registration materials, go to the Temenos
website at www.temenosretreat.org (Registration is limited)

“The leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations” Revelation 22:2

Another message from the Editor
Once again I have had to delay the fifth article on the Psalms by Rev John Elliott in order to make space for the
Conference reports and the special article on “Farewell, Wilf and Irene” together with other important notices about
Purley Chase. Other copy has also been delayed but I hope to get back on track in October.

Lifeline

Contributions should be sent to the Editor,
27 Woodland Way, Shirley, Croydon, CR0 7UB

Alan C Misson
Tel: 020 8777 5098 Email: alanmisson@btinternet.com

Lifeline is published on the 2nd Sunday of the month ( except in Jan and July ). Articles and notices should reach the editor by
the end of the second week of the month prior to publication.
Subscriptions to be sent to the Business Manager,
Ian D McCallum
65 Heaton Road, Stockport, Cheshire, SK4 4JJ
Tel: 0161 432 5362
Price per copy £1.10
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