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Scottish Association
Chairman’s Address 2005
When, in September 1749, Emanuel Swedenborg first began to publish the Heavenly
Doctrines of the New Church, he did so anonymously. He managed to keep this
anonymity for many years and very few people knew who the author of these remarkable
books was. It was not until 1768 and the publication of the book "Conjugial Love", that
Swedenborg began to put his name to his writings. By this time his well-kept secret was
beginning to get out and because of this it was becoming increasingly difficult for him to
preserve his anonymity.

JOURNAL OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE NEW CHURCH

In his work of writing and publishing the Heavenly Doctrines, Swedenborg never
sought personal publicity and fame. He knew that the truths of which he wrote were not
his own, and he readily proclaimed them to be from the Lord alone. Indeed, he was happy
for the truth to speak for itself. The reader needs no author's name or celebrity
endorsement to convince him that truths are true. The truth makes itself clear to the mind
of the sincere seeker of God.
The psalmist makes this very point when he writes, "In your light do we see
light" [Psalm 36:9]. There is an inner light which flows into the human mind from the Lord
and which bestows upon us a capacity to recognise truth for what it is. Hence we read,
"Everyone possesses the ability to perceive whether something is true or not. The ability
he has within himself, within his mind, to draw conclusions is what enables him to
perceive it; yet this ability cannot possibly exist in him without influx from the spiritual
world." (Arcana Caelestia 5937:2). The gift of spiritual light from the Lord, coming to us
through the heavens, is what enables us to perceive the light of truth in what we read and
hear.
Such heavenly light is available to all, though many try to block it out by denying God
or living a wicked life. The light always flows most fully into those who respect the Lord,
love the Scriptures, shun evils from their lives, and live in charity towards their neighbour.
When such inner light shines within the human mind it bestows heavenly intelligence and
wisdom upon a person. It is from this light that a person is enabled to recognise genuine
truth whenever they meet it.
Hence it is that many have come to recognise teachings first revealed in the
Heavenly Doctrines as true. What has given these truths credence for them is not the fact
that they were first written down by Emanuel Swedenborg, or that they have been taught
by New Church ministers and members, but rather that their truth is clearly obvious to the
mind of the enlightened seeker. The truth makes itself clear to those who are ready for it,
but to no one else.

(Continued on page 2)
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Our mission is to express, share and experience with others in life an inclusive,
non-judgmental vision of God’s kingdom
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(Continued from page 1)

As I think about these things, I wonder if perhaps we are inclined to carry too much of the burden of outreach on
our own shoulders. In a world of mission statements, budgets, performance targets, and balance sheets, it is all too
easy to put pressure on ourselves as we work hard in mounting slick campaigns and running big budget events. But
when the results are scanty we can be left feeling tired, inadequate, and despondent. Are we too focused on tangible
results? Do we expect too much of a return for ourselves? Do we perhaps forget that the Lord works in quiet, hidden
ways, only opening people's minds to the truth when the time is ripe for them to receive it? Maybe we should leave
expectations to the Lord and let him do the worrying.
In his writing and publishing Emanuel Swedenborg looked for nothing for himself. His resolve was to publish
heavenly truths and leave the Lord to make whatever use of them he could. Such a philosophy releases us from the
burden of impossible expectations and instead rests content on the Lord. The preacher tells us to "Cast, your bread
upon the waters" (Ecclesiastes 11:11) so let us humbly place heavenly truths before the public eye and then leave the
Lord to open the minds of others to them. The truth will make itself known in ways that are often unknown to us; in
doing so it will change people into citizens of God's Kingdom and the New Church will grow not just in name but in
reality.
Rev Robert A Gill

The New Church Historical Society
Report on the paper on ‘Rev William Rees, social
reformer and Independent New Church Minister in
South Wales’ presented by Rev Christopher Jackson
during the Annual General Meeting of Conference at
The Hayes Conference Centre, Swanwick, Derbyshire
on Tuesday 19th July 2005.
Present: Rev Leslie Chambers, Rev Norman Ryder,
Mrs Pauline Grimshaw, Mrs Frances Fisher, Mrs Maeve
Hawkins, Mr Peter Hawkins, Rev Christopher Jackson,
Mr Patrick Johnson, Mr J Donald Marshall, Mrs Mabel
McCallum, Mrs Lilian Middlemiss, Mrs Jean Mrozek and
Mr Geoffrey Turner.
Apologies: Mr David Friend, Mr Michael Hindley, Mr
Ian McCallum and Mr Gordon Kuphal.
Rev Norman Ryder, in introducing Rev Christopher
Jackson, reminded us that one of the aims of the New
Church Historical Society is to bring back into our
consciousness those people who worked for our church
in former years.
Rev Christopher Jackson begun by saying that the
Rev William Rees is an unfamiliar name to many people
in our church. William Rees was the son of a farmer and
was educated at Carmarthen College of Theology. In
1864 at the age of twenty five he finished his studies
and was appointed to the parish of Llechryd in
Glamorgan. His experiences in this parish led him to
think of abstinence from alcohol as a Divine principle
and as an evil that destroyed the soul of man. The
deacons at this church were drunkards and when
William Rees denounced them from the pulpit they
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dismissed him from his post, locked him out of the
church and took the keys.
A number of his congregation supported him and
eventually another chapel was built on land given by a
benefactor. Nevertheless this experience of struggle
and hardship affected the health of his wife and family.
Out of six children only one survived childhood and his
wife died at the age of sixty. In 1877 a friend from
London sent Rees a copy of ‘Wesley and Swedenborg.’
Keen to learn more he sent off to the Swedenborg
Society for Apocalypse Revealed and then True
Christian Religion. He felt great joy at this opening of
the Word and became a dedicated New Church man
although calling himself an ‘independent minister.’
Ynysmeudwy in South Wales was founded as a
result of Rees’ preaching. For many years the members
at Ynysmeudwy suffered abuse in the locality for their
beliefs and elderly members of the church still recalled
those times.
Rev Jackson brought along photos, books and
articles from the these times although unfortunately for
us they were mostly in Welsh.
The thanks of the meeting were accorded to Rev
Jackson for bringing to our notice this little known New
Church man.
Pauline Grimshaw

Bath
It is wonderful to see the way in which the Lord comes to
us, whatever the circumstances. As most of you know
our congregations at Bath have often fallen to single
figures, and although this grieves us considerably, we
decided that instead of bringing preachers from far and
wide to conduct services for so few believers, we would
benefit by holding only two services each month, thus
hopefully increasing the number of people able to come
along. In addition Alfred Maer would be present at all
other Sundays to conduct a short service for anyone who
might unexpectedly turn up.
Well that was our latest effort to bring into the New
Church seekers after the truth. But at our last Quarterly
Meeting on the 24th Aprll, 2005, Alfred was asked if he
would prefer to retire, and allow the Bath Society to close
its doors for the time being - we say time being because
we know that the New Church will never die, and Bath
will see a re-opening in the course of time. It is in the
Lord's hands.
It was therefore with great regret that a minute had
to be passed that Alfred should be allowed to retire after
15 years Service at our Combe Down Society in Bath. It
was also agreed that a final Service would be held in the
Church on Saturday 11th June 2005, at 2.0 pm.
It is sad that present day folk find little interest in a
deep belief in the Lord, or at least they have little time to
spare in that direction; material things are of so much
more importance to them, spiritual things are like so
much ether/al mist - "Spiritual things? Well no, not
actually, give me something I can see and catch hold of
like a house or a car - the other is kind of weird."
My thoughts however go back to the great minds of
yesteryear; men and women who saw the doctrines of
the New Church as a wonderful glimpse into the spiritual
world, a way to bring heaven and the Lord into our lives,

Bath

The church closes
and prepare us for heaven. Here was the truth for the
lord's creation - a race of human beings who could
become angels in heaven, loving their God with all their
heart and mind, and their neighbour as themselves. This
is the true meaning of life - can you think of a better one?
We are primarily created spirits, but given material
bodies in order that we might live happily on this earth.
Our work is to bring the Lord's heavenly love and truth
into our spirits, preparing them for a life in heaven. We
fight against evil, the love of self, and with the Lord's help
this becomes possible - remembering that on our own
we can do nothing! It all fits together like a wonderful
jigsaw puzzle, here was heavenly light bursting down
onto the Lord's creation below, it is so rational - it is the
truth! The Lord means us to be happy both here on earth
and afterwards in His Heaven, when all material things
have passed away.
But the time for such heavenly happiness is
apparently not quite yet; the world still has someway to
go and we must wait awhile. A future generation will
witness the return of true worship of the Lord. It will
come as something we deeply desire ourselves, we
need the Lord - for without Him we are nothing! To those
of us who are charged with carrying these truths forward,
remember the load is light, providing we keep a tight
hold of the Lord's hand as we travel along - it is so very
important to keep the Divine among men, this is our duty
and in it lies heavenly happiness. What a wonderful
thought that in the spiritual world we will one day be able
to meet those folk who kept the Divine among men
throughout the past centuries, leaving us a wonderful
heritage to follow. Never let go of our true religion, we
must take it with both hands and cherish all its truths and
love. It is here to help us and bring the Lord's love and
wisdom into our earthly lives.
Alfred Maer

Where it all began

During a service of worship that I was leading for a
church in North London not long ago, the duty elder
giving out the notices told the congregation that I was a
minister of the New Jerusalem Church. When I
explained after the service, to a gentleman who said
he’d never heard of that church, that it was known
alternatively as the New Church, and sometimes as the
Swedenborgians, he replied, Oh, one of those; how did
you get mixed up with that lot? My spontaneous reply
was something like, “For the same reason that I’m a
Londoner and had black hair before it turned the colour
it is today. I was born among ‘that lot’”.

prior notice of that question? Probably that I became a
member of that church when, only six weeks old, I was
brought by my parents to our Kensington place of
worship to be baptised by Rev James Frederick Buss.
Subsequently, when I was old enough to make up my
own mind, I decided to go on being a member, and later
still to offer myself for training as a minister. But as I
think about it now, I realise that my connection with the
New (Jerusalem) Church or the Swedenborgians goes
back to a time before I was born, to the year 1877.

But what would I have said if I’d had been given

(Continued on page 4)
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Apparently, during the 1870s my Great Grandfather
Elliott, who lived in Frome in Somerset, had attended

(Continued from page 3)

some lectures presenting the teachings of the New
Church. Being utterly convinced that what he had heard
was the truth, and with the support of his wife, he
decided to leave Frome, together with their seven
children, and go to live in the city of Bath, where they
could all attend services at the New Church place of
worship in Henry Street. Some time later the family
moved on to Reading where the ‘input’ they had
received from the minister and congregation in Bath
inspired them to form what today would be called a
house church. It was in Reading that Annie, the oldest
of the seven children was to meet Edward Vickers,
whom she consented to marry, but only after he had
read a large number of books containing the teachings
of the New Church!
The second of the seven children was my
grandfather William John. In his youth and early
manhood he rejected his father’s enthusiasm for the
New Church; his non-working hours were spent getting
up to no good in billiard halls, on race courses, and in
ale houses. But in his late 30s he abandoned all that,
virtually overnight. By now he was living with his wife
and children in London, in North Paddington, so
remembering the things that were dear to his father’s
heart and perhaps what the minister in Bath had taught
him, he resolved to find his nearest New Church
congregation, which was in Kensington. He did not
return literally to where his spiritual upbringing had
begun, but in a very real sense he had come back
home. (Annie and Edward Vickers had also moved with
their young family to London, but they became

Bath New Church - Henry Street
Picture by Judy Elliott
members of the Willesden New Church, before joining
the Kensington congregation.)
Earlier this year, while Judy and I were in Bath, we
decided to go to Henry Street to see whether the place
where my forebears had worshipped, and where more
than 50 years ago I as a student-minister had officiated,
was still there. Indeed it was. And although it is no
longer a place of worship, the words THE NEW
CHURCH above the date 1844 are still set in stone
above the front door. While Judy did her best to
photograph - in a rather narrow street - not only the
church but also the house next door, which served, until
I know not when, as the manse, I stood and imagined a
Sunday morning some 140 years ago. Some
worshippers were arriving in horse-drawn carriages,
including perhaps Sir Isaac Pitman and his family,
others on foot, such as the Elliott family. Many were
carrying copies of the New Church Liturgy and/or Hymn
Book, also perhaps a copy of the Bible (which would
certainly have been the Authorised Version, for none of
the many English translations available to us today had
been published, not even the Revised Version). The
service would last no doubt for around 90 minutes, more
than half of which would be taken up by the sermon. No
quick, slick 10-15 minute homilies in those days! After
the service many would be deep in conversation on the
pavement. No ‘please join us after the service at the
back of the church for coffee and a chat.’
Bath was where my great grandparents and their
descendants’ connections with the New Church began.
Kensington was where ‘amazing grace’ brought my
grandfather back home and where Fred my father’s faith
began and grew. Kensington New Church was where
Fred was to meet Doris my mother, who had not been
brought up in the New Church but was providentially led
into the love and support of the minister and
congregation there, at a very tragic time in her life. Bath
for me is where it all began or, if you prefer, how I got
‘mixed up with that lot’.
Rev John Elliott

Bath New Church and Manse - Henry Street
Picture by Judy Elliott
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(Readers may like to know that the premises in Henry
Street are now used by the Oxford Brookes University
and the address they use is - The New Church Henry
Street Bath - Editor)

Swedenborg

and
Blake

in Evesham
Thursday 5th May was the date of the General Election.
For me the day is also memorable for a visit to Prince
Henry’s School at Evesham to talk to A level English
Literature students about the influence of Swedenborg
on the poetry of William Blake at the invitation of Simon
Brooks, an English teacher at the school and the son of
David and Elisabeth Brooks of the West Wickham
church. The students had been studying Blake’s Songs
of Innocence and Experience as one of their A level set
books and Simon had already introduced the name of
Swedenborg to them. He had invited other schools and
A level students (and their teachers) from Redditch and
Stourport attended, making a total audience of about
fifty.
I gave my talk in a large modern lecture theatre with
the help of a Microsoft Powerpoint presentation prepared
by Simon. The talk lasted nearly two hours with an
interval for refreshments. In the first half I talked about
Swedenborg’s life and teaching and about Blake’s own
reception of Swedenborg. In the second half I
concentrated on four poems from Songs of Innocence
and Experience, ‘The Divine Image’, ‘The Garden of
Love’, ‘A Poison Tree’ and ‘The Clod and the Pebble’,
the texts of which were displayed on the screen, and
read short passages from Divine Love and Wisdom and
The True Christian Religion to show how Blake had
made use of teachings from the Writings. The audience
was attentive and interested and there were some
perceptive questions at the end of both sessions. I hope
that I helped the students in preparing for their A level
exams and also helped to broaden their minds in a more
general way.
Richard Lines

Jacob’s Ladder
A watercolour by William Blake
painted in 1799/1800

Lifeline Copywriters Charter
Many readers submit copy for Lifeline in one form or another and I am keenly aware that I have not routinely
acknowledged your submissions and informed you of probable publishing dates. I apologise for this oversight and I
plan to improve on this situation in the future. To clarify how I will operate I offer the following Lifeline Copywriters
Charter:
All copy submitted by email will be acknowledged by email and an expected publishing date given.
Copy that is not urgent may be held for some time, in which case an indication of future use will be given.
All copy submitted by post will be acknowledged by telephone and an expected publishing date given.
Copy that is not urgent may be held for some time, in which case an indication of future use will be given.
Editor
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Progress Report
The Spiritual Wisdom outreach web
site was launched in April this year and
detailed statistics have been kept since
May. Without statistics on visitor
frequency and visitor interest it would
be impossible to know whether the web
site was having an impact and to
understand how it could be developed
further. Now that a full four months of
data has been collected this progress
report explains how visitor interest is
developing and what potential for
growth there is in the future. The report
ends with a request for more content.

VISITORS
The most important measure for any site is the number
of visitors arriving at the site. The graph to the left
shows the total number of visitors each month with
more than 200 in July. Visitors can arrive at the site in
one of two ways. Either they know the web address or
they have carried out a ‘search’ for something of interest
and have found a page on the site as a result. The
figures shown include both these types of visitor but
later in this report I give an estimate of each type. The
power of the internet is in the fact that visitors do not
need to know the site address or even that it exists, in
order to find it!

PAGE LOADS
The Spiritual Wisdom web site currently has 60 pages
so another important measure for the web site is how
many pages are loaded into the ‘browser’ on a visitor’s
computer. The graph on the right shows the total ‘page
loads’ for each month with over 1000 pages being
loaded in July. For the four months in total an average
of more than 5 pages was loaded for each visitor to the
site. Of course some visitors will see one page, realise it
is not for them, and leave the site. Others will load page
after page looking for something of interest. The
important thing is to have a large number of pages with
something of interest to very different people.

TOP 20 PAGES
The most popular pages, excluding the Home Page, are shown below as the number of times they were loaded in
the last 1000 page loads.
Site Map
Meaning of Life
Life after Death
Angels
Love
Symbols
Divine Nature
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161
113
51
41
41
34
33

Spiritual Living
Spiritual Principles
Angelic Power
Sacred Scripture
Symbols in Nature
What do you do in heaven?
Symbols and Dreams

29
25
24
20
18
18
17

Fulfilment
Revelation
Angelic Encounters
Heaven and Hell
Positive and Negative States
Disasters

16
16
14
14
14
14

www.spiritualwisdom.org.uk
VISIT LENGTH
Knowing how long visitors stay on a web site is crucial to
understanding whether the content being provided is of
interest and use to the site’s visitors. The graph on the
right shows the visit length based on the last 1000 page
loads. Over 40% stay for less than 5 seconds - clearly
the site is of no interest to them. Some stay for a little
longer, finding something of interest but not sufficient to
hold them for long. But the good news is that over 40%
stay for longer than 30 seconds. And the really good
news is that some 14% of visitors stay for over 5minutes!
Hopefully these longer visitors are not just those who
already knew of the site’s existence.

SEARCH ENGINE KEYWORDS
Internet users will know that using a ‘search engine’ such as Google is the quickest way to find a particular site of
interest providing the right ‘keywords’ are used for the search. Shown below are the top 20 sets of keywords visitors
actually used to arrive at the Spiritual Wisdom site during the last 1000 page loads.
“spiritual wisdom”
“spiritual symbols”
“spiritual angels”
“wisdom”
“spiritual”

“spiritualwisdom.org.uk”
“life after death”
“arcana caelestia”
“spiritual principles”
“spiritualwisdom”

“the after life”
“symbols of marriage”
“fairy myths and legends”
“spiritual literature”
“love and eternity symbols”

“symbols in dreams”
“love writings”
“angels memory of people who have died”
“Egyptian words of wisdom”
”god’s wisdom”

And increasingly internet users are doing searches for images rather than just text. Some visitors are finding their
way to our site using the Google image search. Image search keywords that have led to Spiritual Wisdom include the
following:
“love triangle” “rectangular maze” “rainbow” “sun” “stained glass” “tower of babel” “summer house” “lamb” “pegasus”

SUCCESS

Missing Content

Section

Whilst there is a very long way to go in making our
outreach site a popular site to visit for those seeking
spiritual enlightenment, a good start has been made
and a steady trickle of visitors has already been
generated. The paradox of the Spiritual Wisdom site is
that visitors to it should ideally be those who do not
know that it exists, since it is primarily provided for
‘seekers’ and not ‘learners’ or ‘followers’. What has
been most encouraging over the past few months is that
the majority of visitors to the site have indeed been
those “who do not know it exists”. Analysis of all the
data available shows that 70% of visitors do not know
about the web site and are finding it solely through a
keyword search of something of interest. But the task
now is to move on and develop from this solid first step.
And the key to this development is content, content,
content!

Learning and Growing
Search and Discovery
Eternity
Symbols in Sacred Scriptures
Human spiritual nature
Self-awareness
Transformation/re-birth
Bible (Word of God)
Ancient Wisdom
Interpretation
Angels in Art and Literature
Transpersonal/Personal
Creative Love
Providence
Dwelling within
Divine image in Creation

Meaning of Life
Meaning of Life
Meaning of Life
Symbols
Spiritual Living
Spiritual Living
Spiritual Living
Sacred Scriptures
Sacred Scriptures
Sacred Scriptures
Angels
Divine Nature
Divine Nature
Divine Nature
Divine Nature
Divine Nature

CONTENT

So if you would like to write for Spiritual Wisdom and
are willing to tackle one or more of the above, please
email me as soon as possible. After all you will have a
guaranteed audience who want to hear what you have
to say!

The urgent need is to complete those areas of the web
site that had missing content when the site went live in
April. When this stage has been completed we can
move on to increase the scope and features of the site.
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Alan Misson

God is our Refuge and Strength The Book of Psalms
I am delighted to be able to present to Lifeline readers a series of articles by Rev John
Elliott. Having written in his four previous articles about the Psalms at their deepest
level of meaning, John moves on to consider them on a less profound level, in
particular Psalm 15.
“By David we have to understand the Lord. In the Psalms therefore,
wherever David is the speaker, the Lord is meant in the spiritual
sense.” Prophets and Psalms

So far I’ve tried to show that the Psalms have to do, at
their deepest level of meaning, with the inner life of our
Lord Jesus Christ while He lived on earth and with the
work He was carrying out then. Drawing on what
Emanuel Swedenborg wrote in a manuscript found
among his possessions after he died in 1772, I’ve sought
to demonstrate that the innermost theme within each of
these 150 songs or poems is that inner life and work of
our Lord. (Though this manuscript has no title, it may
rightly be referred to as Prophets and Psalms.)

specifically with the Psalms was published by him, and
that no preliminary draft of such a work, other than
Prophets and Psalms, was found among his worldly
possessions. Yet the works he himself published, and
those printed by other people after his death, especially
the very long but uncompleted Apocalypse Explained,
abound in references to, and explanations of, verses in
the Psalms. While looking at Psalm 15 below and at
other Psalms in future articles I’ll draw attention to some
of these references and explanations.

On the surface, the Psalms are songs composed by
David and/or others who lived more than two thousand,
and up to three thousand, years ago. Each of these
ancient songs expresses in poetic language its
composer’s reflections on and feelings about his
relationship with God in the experiences of his life. But,
as mentioned time and again in these articles, there is
even more to the Psalms than fine poetry; for as with
every part of the Word of the Lord, the Book of Psalms
holds far more than what is immediately visible on the
surface.

(Two centuries ago the renowned John Clowes was
already gathering together such references and
explanations, which after his death were incorporated by
others into a volume published in 1837 that bears a title
far too long for me to quote here. Thirty-two years later
another book was published entitled Notes on the
Psalms, Chiefly Explanatory of the Spiritual Sense. This
book, which covered Psalms 1-77, was to have been
followed by a second that dealt with Psalm 78 onwards,
but sadly the author, O Prescott Hiller, died soon after, or
even before, he began to write it. I would urge worshipleaders unfamiliar with these two volumes to obtain
copies of them.)

Between the surface level of meaning in which the
subject is David or whoever else, and the inmost level in
which it is our Lord Himself, lies another level. On this
intermediate level the subject is the person in any and
every age who is striving in all the ups and downs of life
to be in a right relationship with God. This middle level of
meaning is distinct and separate from the other two; yet
all three are closely related. For the theme at each level
is comparable to that at the other two. That is, all three
alike - the literal, the internal, and the inmost - have to do
with a life led in keeping with the will of God or the
Divine; but they differ in that the speaker or singer in the
literal sense is the Psalmist of long ago, in the internal
sense the person who is being regenerated by the Lord,
and in the inmost sense our Lord Himself.
Now at this point you may well ask, did Swedenborg
write anything, published or unpublished by him, that
deals with the Psalms at what I’ve termed their middle or
intermediate level of meaning? Has anything come down
to us presenting this level of meaning in much the same
way as Prophets and Psalms puts us in touch with the
inmost level? The answer to such questions must be a
qualified No. We can certainly say that no book dealing
8

Here is Psalm 15 as it is presented in the English
Standard Version published in 2002:

A PSALM OF DAVID
O LORD, who shall sojourn in your tent?
Who shall dwell on your holy hill?
He who walks blamelessly and does what is right
and speaks truth in his heart;
who does not slander with his tongue
and does no evil to his neighbour;
nor takes up a reproach against his friend;
in whose eyes a vile person is despised,
but who honours those who fear the LORD;
who swears to his own hurt and does not change;
who does not put out his money at interest
and does not take a bribe against the innocent.
He who does these things shall never be moved.
(Continued on page 9)

The ‘tent’ to which David refers is the Tent of Meeting,
or the Tabernacle, which had been constructed during
the forty years that the people were wandering in the
wilderness on their journey from Egypt to Canaan.
Each time they passed from one place to another the
Tent, and all that was set up in and around it, was
dismantled and reassembled, until it reached its final
destination in the Promised Land. There, at a place
called Shiloh, it served for a very long time as God’s
special dwelling-place with His people. But then, after
David had brought to Jerusalem the Ark of the
Covenant - which normally rested within the holiest part
of the Tent, called the Holy of Holies, but which was
lodged elsewhere after it had been captured by the
Philistines and then returned by them in the years
before Saul became king - he was minded to build
something more worthy than a tent. To Nathan the
prophet David declared, See now, I dwell in a house of
cedar, but the ark of God dwells ‘in a tent’. And his
intention was to build that house on God’s ‘holy hill’, the
one on which Solomon’s temple, and later the second
temple stood, and on which today there is a lovely
mosque.
At the start of Psalm 15 David in effect asks his
God, Who will be the guests in this house when it is
finished? Actually David does not use the word ‘house’
but ‘tent’, as also at Ps 61.4, where he prays in his
song, Let me dwell in your tent for ever. In a brief
reference to these two places in the Psalms, Arcana
Coelestia 10545 states that sojourning or dwelling in
the Lord’s tent means, in the internal sense, ‘abiding in
heaven, and in the good of love there’. A similar brief
statement occurs at Apocalypse Explained 799,
though here it says that by ‘tent’ (or ‘tabernacle’) is
meant the Church and the good of love. But there is no
discrepancy between these two statements, for the
good of love - that is, the genuine goodness present in
the hearts, minds, lives and actions of angels above and
of people on earth who have the kingdom of God within
the - is what constitutes both heaven and the Church.
So David’s question in the first verse of Psalm 15 is
really, Who are going to be the Lord’s welcome guests,
for a time in His Church on earth and then for ever in
heaven? And the remaining four verses are a response
to that question.
This response, in which several aspects of the
character and life-style of such persons are mentioned,
is summed up as follows in Prophets and Psalms:
Those who love their neighbour and God will be [the
residents] of the Lord’s Church.
The Church, and heaven, consists of people whose
hearts, minds, words, and actions are governed by
unselfish concern for others, and therefore for God. For
whatever we do, or do not do, for others, says our Lord
in His parable about the sheep and the goats, we do or
do not do for Him. Loving your neighbour as yourself is
9

the way in which you love the Lord with all your heart,
soul, mind, and strength.
The meaning of most of the statements made in
reply to the question ‘who shall sojourn in your tent?’ is
self-evident; but three need a little explanation:
In whose eyes a vile person is despised Some
versions - including A New Translation of the Psalms,
published 100 years ago by a New-Church committee in
USA - have ‘a reprobate’ instead of ‘a vile person’. But
however this whole expression of revulsion is
translated, not the person should be despised but that
which makes him or her vile or reprobate.
Who swears to his own hurt and does not change
Truly righteous people keep their promises to others,
even when it is not profitable to do so.
Who does not put out his money at interest These
words are not meant to forbid anyone to invest money in
a business enterprise and receive dividends, or to
deposit it in a bank account and earn interest. Was not
the servant who hid in the ground the one talent told by
his master, You ought to have invested my money with
the bankers, and at my return I would have received
what was my own with interest. What the Psalmist has
in mind, when he declares that good people do not put
out their money at interest, is the lending of money to
others who are poor and needy. They do not take
advantage of, but seek to help, those who have fallen
on hard times. In no way do they behave as ‘loansharks’.
At Exodus 22:25 you will find the injunction, If you
lend money to any of my people with you who is poor
you shall not be like a money-lender to him, you shall
not exact interest from him. Arcana Coelestia 92099211 provides a substantial explanation of the inner
level of meaning of these words, which may be summed
up as follows: Lending money - or silver, the same
Hebrew word is used for either money or silver - means
instructing those who lack, yet wish to know, the truth.
Not acting like a money-lender who wants a return for
his money means acting in a charitable way without any
thoughts of reward, other than the joy of making
available to others what they have not hitherto
possessed.

In the next article I shall be looking, by request, at
the penitential Psalm 51, often referred to as the
Miserere.
To be continued

Summer Camp at Purley
I was very tempted to name this report ‘Bomb making
factory in the West Midlands.’ Why? Because it might
have made people sit up and wonder exactly what the
church is doing and because it brought back memories
to me of friendship and hilarious laughter and getting
soaked to the skin filling one hundred and fifty water
bombs on a sunny afternoon in August.

For the last time, it was Summer camp for 9 to 12
year olds at Purley Chase, as we currently know it. One
of the major reasons for holding such a camp is to
enable children to get together and to enjoy themselves
within a safe church environment. Hence the bombs for
a water fight on the lawns of Purley.
Leading the camp were the genial, infinitely patient,
Clive Goalen, Kath Higgins our craftwork expert, and
Pauline and Marinda Grimshaw living up to their name
and being responsible for some sort of discipline!
Rebecca Lewin and Rachel Eastwood, our teenage
helpers, were invaluable for inventing games and
amusements, organising the disco and generally keeping
the children entertained in the evenings. Most
importantly they gave a young and vibrant image of the
church to the children.
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The theme of the week was
the ‘Israelites’ Journeys
through the Wilderness.’
After a brief service of
worship we split into two
groups to read the stories
and to discuss the lessons
we could learn from them in
our lives today. After a mid
morning break we split
again into groups to make a
model of the tabernacle.
This involved a great deal of
cutting, pasting and sewing
and at times we almost
despaired of finishing them
but when everything came
together in the final session
they looked most effective.

Clive brought along a modern tent to demonstrate how
hard it was to fold and pitch even a small tent and much
more so the tabernacle. During the course of the week
we did quite a lot of walking and the groans and
complaints at this activity must have been similar to the
feelings expressed by the Israelites!
We also had afternoons exploring the mazes at the
nearby garden centre, swimming in Atherstone and
visiting the Conkers Countryside centre by coach. The
latter was an ideal spot for children to enjoy adventurous
activitiese sepecially as we were blessed with a glorious
week.

At the end of the week the children were all sad to
leave and looked forward to keeping in touch with each
other. Hopefully we will all meet again next year. It is
important for children within our church to get together.
Assuming responsibility for children for a week is not
easily undertaken. By the week’s end all our staff were
exhausted but the week does bring its own rewards - it
might an accomplishment mastered by a child, a
perceptive question asked, the look on a face of a child. I
also found pleasure in working as part of a team and
getting to know the other team members far better- such
things make up for shortage of sleep.
To make the renewed Purley fly, willing volunteers
will be essential to organise future schools/camps/
workshops. Why not give it a try?
Pauline Grimshaw

From the Governing Council
We are delighted to tell you that planning permission has been granted for the ‘new Purley’ as described at
Conference. After taking further advice, however, the previous drawings have now been submitted for planning
permission. The result of these would be more cost effective with fewer compromises. In particular the meeting room
would be rectangular rather than ‘L’ shaped.
Whatever the eventual decision, the current expectation is for opening in Spring 2007.
Meanwhile Rev David and Mrs Anne Gaffney are working on new and stimulating plans for the future. Anne has
agreed to communicate progress widely at bi-monthly intervals.
After this prolonged period of uncertainty we now know we can move ahead with this exciting venture. Congratulations
to the Team.
Judith Wilson

Notices

Welcome to the Young Adults and Families Weekend at Ridley Hall
Next year, while Purley Chase is being extended, we will be holding a weekend for Young Adults and
Families at Ridley Hall in Northumberland. The weekend will be led by Rev Bruce Jarvis and hosted by
Jenny and Steve Jones. We hope this will be a great opportunity to meet, have fun and learn together in a
new environment with a new area of the country to explore! ( for most of us!) We would love to hear from
anyone interested in joining us whether you are a regular at Purley or not. If you would like more information
or wish to book please contact us.
0114 257 6015
oban @jsj16.wanadoo.co.uk
19 Grenomoor Close, Grenoside, Sheffield, S35 8SD

Date: 24th– 26th March 2006
Price: The costs are £30 per child over 3 and £79 per adult.
We need £10 deposit per person and the remainder will be paid in two instalments.

Dear Editor

Marriage

Readers, particularly those who contributed, will be pleased
to learn that the final total collected in appreciation of the
work of Irene and Wilf at Purley Chase was £1068. A garden
table and chairs were presented to them at the Garden
Party, and the remainder has been given by cheque.

The marriage service for Rebecca
(Becky) Mary Jarvis, daughter of
Bruce and the late Elizabeth Jarvis,
and Andrew Christopher (Chris)
Jarratt, son of Glynne and Christine
Jarratt, took place on Saturday,
13th August 2005 at Seaburn Dene
New Church, conducted by Rev Ian
Russell.

We wish them a happy retirement after what has proved to
be a gruelling Summer for them.
Yours sincerely
David Haseler
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YOUR LAST CHANCE!
If you want to help the new Purley be a success, please come along to an Open Meeting at the Derby New Church
on Saturday, 12th November 2005. This is your opportunity to put forward your ideas, and we particularly want
young people and people with new ideas. The agenda will be:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Review of the Purley development.
Rev David Gaffney’s vision of what Purley will offer.
Brainstorming how we can attract more New Church people to Purley.
Brainstorming how we can attract more seekers (newcomers) to Purley.
Suggestions about themes for courses/schools.
Suggestions about people who could lead or assist at courses/schools.
Ideas about how you could help at Purley and what training you might need to do this.

The meeting will last from 11.00 until about 16.00 and lunch will be provided at a moderate charge.
So we have numbers for catering, please inform the undersigned by 31st October 2005 if you would like to attend.
You will be sent further information, including directions, a few weeks before the Meeting.
David Haseler

Phone: 0121 440 8070 E-mail: mdhaseler@tinyworld.co.uk
Address: 44 Michael Court, Bristol Road, Edgbaston, Birmingham, B5 7TS

DEATH AS TRANSITION
Esoteric Perspectives on the Survival of Consciousness
One day Joint Conference on Saturday 12th November 2005 at Rudolf Steiner House,
35 Park Road, London NW1 6XT
This one-day event follows the highly successful day held in May 2003 on Esoteric Perspectives on a Science of
Consciousness. The conference is organised jointly by the Swedenborg Society, the Foundation for Theosophical
Studies, the Anthroposophical Society and the Lucis Trust. Emanuel Swedenborg, Helena Petrovna Blavastsky,
Rudolf Steiner and Alice Bailey each had an inner understanding of the nature of death, which we believe throws
light on the emerging science of consciousness, from which inner esoteric perspectives are largely absent. The
day is designed to assess the contributions that these writers might have made to current debates.
Speakers:

Nick Thomas, General Secretary of the Anthroposophical Society of Great Britain
Dr Edi Bilimoria, consultant civil engineer, musician, author and ardent student of theosophy
Christine Morgan, General Secretary of the Lucis Trust, London
Rev Dr Michael Stanley, retired New Church Minister, author and lecturer
Chair, David Lorimer, Vice-President of the Swedenborg Society

The day begins with registration from 9am and ends with tea at 4.30pm. Cost: (without lunch but including tea
and coffee) £20 and £30 with lunch. Only a limited number of lunch places are available. These will be allocated
on a ‘first come, first served’ basis. Booking forms from:
Richard Lines

Swedenborg Society, 20/21 Bloomsbury Way, London WC1A 2TH
Phone: 020 7405 7986 Email: swed.soc@netmatters.co.uk.

Lifeline

Contributions should be sent to the Editor,
27 Woodland Way, Shirley, Croydon, CR0 7UB

Alan C Misson
Tel: 020 8777 5098 Email: alanmisson@btinternet.com

Lifeline is published on the 2nd Sunday of the month ( except in Jan and July ). Articles and notices should reach the editor by
the end of the second week of the month prior to publication.
Subscriptions to be sent to the Business Manager,
Ian D McCallum
65 Heaton Road, Stockport, Cheshire, SK4 4JJ
Tel: 0161 432 5362
Price per copy £1.10
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