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“Do not hinder the children, let
them come to me”
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I regret that I will not be President in the coming year because I am returning to New
Zealand in October. There were several initiatives I would have liked to put time and effort
into. I am even more sorry to be leaving the NCYA. I have enjoyed working as a member
of the Council because it has the interests of children at heart. I do have a concern for its
future. Like many other groups within the Church the NCYA is under threat of extinction.
My hope is that it will not die but continue to evolve over the coming years and so serve
the children of the Church. However in spite of evolving, the number of children
associated with the Conference continues to decline. So like the British New Church
Federation this Association may be forced to close through lack of customers. This
situation is not helped by the current decline in the numbers of professional ministers, and
viable church groups. It seems that we are part of a general decline in the public’s
general disillusionment with church organisations.
However having said that there are still Christian Churches which are able to attract
large numbers of people of all ages. These numerically successful Churches throw into
question a commonly accepted idea that traditional Church communities are dying out. I
find it very difficult to fully understand the form of future of organised Christianity in this
country. But what is happening is having a negative effect on the spiritual life of children
and young people. Perhaps part of this effect is seen in the way the government is having
to face the deterioration in the behaviour of many young people. The Bishop of Lincoln in
a recent article said he believes that the rising levels of crime amongst young people is a
direct consequence of the decline of Sunday Schools.
From a New Church perspective we can explain any apparent decline as a result of
the effects of the Last Judgement. But I do not see this explanation giving us an excuse
to be complacent or feel that there is nothing we can do, hang down our hands, and
meekly wait for our turn at the guillotine for declining Churches. Through having the
Heavenly Doctrine the Lord has given us so much to offer the world and in particular its
children. In some way we need to rekindle a great passion for the spiritual welfare of all
children. The Doctrines teach us that out of all the age groups in the population little
children remain just as responsive to the Lord and His Word as they always were. We are
taught that because of their God-given innocence children have an innate belief in one
God; in life after death, and find delight in stories from the Word. This powerful influence
is present in spite of the wonders of modern technology with its bombardment of stimuli
and information. We have only to provide the means for this powerful influence to be fed
in children and the Lord will be able to form a wonderful relationship with them.
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The first impression in the Gospels is that all His
relationships were with adults even when a child was
involved it was through a parent, but I imagine that
children were drawn to him like a magnet. There are one
or two illustrations of this delightful reciprocal relationship
of children with the Lord. For example we read of the
Lord’s great frustration when the disciples prevented
children from coming near Him. He said to them, “Do not
hinder the children, let them come to me.”
He was probably the original Pied Piper. Children
would subconsciously recognise and respond with joy
and delight to His sphere of innocence because it
resonated with their own. They would be drawn to His
parables and teachings because the delight in the Word
of God of the angels would flow in and affect the children
they were associated with. There is no evidence but I
can imagine the children pestering their parents to let
them go to see and hear the Lord, and they may have
even persuaded their parents to go with them.
Even though today’s children may outwardly be
more sophisticated and cool, I firmly believe that that
same innocence is still powerfully present with them.
They still have an innate delight in stories from the Word
and a belief in and love of the Lord. My great sadness is
that Society does not recognise this and children are
being spiritually starved. State Education does its best
but because it, rightly, has to be politically correct means
that religion becomes synonymous with cultural studies
and there is not a wide acceptance that children have
souls which need nurturing. It means that increasing
numbers of children are growing up with little or no
spiritual food to satisfy their souls. Many of them may be
as spiritually starved as children of a famine. The Lord
says “do not hinder the children, let them come to me.”
I see this awareness of children’s spiritual states as
a wonderful opportunity for the General Conference of
the New Church. My frustration is that we appear to be
failing to recognise that perhaps this is what the Lord is
calling the Conference to grasp as a major way forward.
We should not be responding to it just for the sake of the
future of the organisation but for the sake of the Lord’s
children. The Lord says “do not hinder the children, let
them come to me.”
Conference for many years has searched for and
tried many different ways of reaching adults with these
new life changing teachings. In general the public
appears to remain indifferent or show but a passing
interest. The numbers through these contacts that have
become committed to the work of the Conference and its
goals have been insignificant. Recently Conference has
invested a great deal of time and money setting up an
excellent website for adults. The Conference is about to
spend at least a million pounds on refurbishing Purley
Chase for the use of adults at a time when we are
struggling to maintain our own use of Purley. I dare to
ask the question, “With our declining Sunday School
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numbers where are the children coming from who are
going to make use of Purley in the future?”
There are others in the organisation who think that
the days of the Sunday services and a local
congregation are numbered but no one shows us what
will replace them to become the Church of the future.
There appears to me to be no clear idea of where our
resources can be most effective. I wonder if we are
overlooking the obvious, and suggest that that there
should be a national outreach programme focussing on
children. For example before anymore of our Church
buildings close why not resource a New Church
preschool in every one of them? This would give children
a New Church basis for life and also have an influence
on their parents. Perhaps we missed a wonderful
opportunity by not having a C.A.M specifically for work
with children and young people? However it is not too
late to begin one. The Lord says “do not hinder the
children, let them come to me.”
Out of this there could come a growing demand for
resources for activities and teaching programmes for
children of all ages. I believe that this is a very real
possibility because we will be working with the known
states of little children. The Lord says “do not hinder the
children, let them come to me.”
Just as the Sunday School movement was started
to bring basic education to all so a new Sunday School
movement is needed to bring a New Church spiritual
education to the children of our world. The decline in the
demand to provide for ministers’ salaries gives us the
opportunity to pay committed New Church people who
are also nursery trained teachers to run New Church
nursery schools. We could also pay New Church infant
teachers to work specifically coordinate and organise
children’s activities within each Church community. The
Lord says “do not hinder the children, let them come to
me.”
But the magic of children is that they bring their
parents. If we provide something worthwhile for the
children many of their parents will be stirred to respond
to the Lord’s presence within them. So I would challenge
the Conference in its thinking and priorities as to
consider whether we have unwittingly become like the
disciples who believed that the Lord was too concerned
with adults to have time for His children. He is the one
who said “do not hinder the children, let them come to
me.” And I believe He is still saying it.
If Conference hears this as call and responds
perhaps Purley Chase will go full circle and, one of the
first programmes in the refurbished building will be, like
the old Summer Schools, to train people to lead and
teach the Lord’s children. Do not hinder the children, let
them come to Him.
Rev John Sutton

New Church Youth Association Conference
The third Saturday in May was not only Cup Final day
but was also our New Church Youth Association
Conference day. As is often the case it was a pleasant
and sunny day. We were warmly greeted by the
Accrington friends, who from nine thirty onwards, plied
us with tea/coffee and biscuits. The windows of the
church where we were to hold our meeting were
decorated with stained glass pictures made by the
Accrington children. Other bright pictures and artwork
adorned the walls in the smaller room. Particularly
impressive were three large models brought by John and
jenny Sutton and made by the children at derby and at
Melbourne. The two city models were beautifully
constructed on realistic bases made of papier-mâché.
The little houses were made of the bottoms of toothpaste
boxes whilst kitchen roll tubes made towers on the
fortified walls. Amazing how such wonderful structures
can be created out of the package of products in the
average supermarket trolley. Eat your hearts out Blue
Peter presenters!

statement applied to your character you took one step
towards the centre of the circle. Statements were such
things as ‘I know all the hymns,’ ‘I know at least six other
people,’ ‘I know the first names of many of the people,’ ‘ I
can manage to use the worship book.’ I soon found
myself in the centre of the circle treading on the toes of
the minister and the organist and on the outside of
course were? Yes the children! This activity helped us to
imagine how a child might feel and how a child might be
treated. We then split into small groups to discuss
abstract pictures with texts and comments on the
reverse that helped us to think about how we could
include everyone within the church family.

Our retiring President Carolyn Kennion conducted
the opening service where it was intended that the Rev
John Sutton would be installed as our President.
Unfortunately John’s return to New Zealand meant that
this could not be. However John chaired the day’s
proceedings. After the formal signing of the Roll and a
welcome from Mr Alan Benson, secretary of the
Accrington Church who recalled the strength and value
of Sunday Schools in earlier days, the Conference stood
in memory of the Rev John Presland and Mrs Hilda
Critchley. John then gave his address to the Conference.
He spoke of the need for the church to rekindle a great
passion for work amongst children and young people not for the sake of perpetuating the organisation but for
the sake of the children themselves. In our modern
society the need for teaching and for awakening a love
of the lord in children is of the utmost importance.

The afternoon started with the announcement of the
nominations for the Youth Association Council. Our
treasurer and secretary for the coming year are Peter
Schofield and Pauline Grimshaw. Council members were
Carolyn Kennion, Jean Chambers, Edith Schofield, Chris
Bank, Gwen Rowe, Susan Wilson, Hilary Eastwood and
Jenny Jones. We are especially pleased to welcome
Jenny to the Council as she is a young mum , isolated
from a New Church Society but who works hard
organising schools at Purley Chase.

Children by virtue of their innocence are capable of
absorbing teaching and developing a deeply affectionate
relationship with the Lord. John suggested a national
campaign for new Church nursery education and the
provision of new Church nurseries and pre-school
playgroups. During the discussion that followed and
during the formal business of the session were reports
were read and discussed, education for the sake of the
spiritual development of the individual child was
constantly reiterated. The point was made that one off
residential schools were not enough that year round
follow up and communication was needed.
After the formal business sessions we had a
workshop led by Carolyn. We were given plastic wallets
containing a freebie pencil, our instructions and a cut out
paper figure of a child. We arranged ourselves roughly in
a large circle and looked at our slip of paper on which
was a character. My character was a church secretary;
others might have been a five year old child or the
minister or a young married couple or a first time visitor.
Statements were read out about the characters and if the
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During the lunch break we had a delicious hot meal
and then we browsed through the New Church House
bookstall which Marion Burton had kindly brought along.
There was a very wide assortment of books providing
practical help and ideas and books suitable for young
children.

Carolyn then led another practical session on
‘Seeing and Doing.’ This is a method of teaching groups
of very young children (such as mother and toddler
groups or creches) using rhymes and little jingled and
songs to familiarise the children with both routines and
concepts. Four adults volunteered to be mums and had
life size ‘toddler’ dolls on their knees. Carolyn sang the
‘Welcome’ song to us all in which each child was
welcomed by name. This was exceptionally brave of
Carolyn as singing is not her thing! She told the lesson
using simple props and figures (Action man in Biblical
robes) She offered a free CD and song sheets to take
away and hopefully to use.
Following on Pauline gave us ‘Child Friendly’ check
sheets that were used by the Anglican Diocese of
Liverpool to discover how child friendly and aware we
actually were. Whilst this might have made us feel
slightly uncomfortable it at least made us think. Pauline
then spoke about ways of making worship appropriate
for all ages without either dumbing down for adults or
being mind numbing for children. We then split into
groups to share ideas. We finally concluded with John
leading the closing service. During the afternoon buffet
tea Carolyn thanked the Accrington friends for their very
warm hospitality.
Pauline Grimshaw

‘We have what it takes’
Once, having been asked by the Pharisees when
the kingdom of God would come, Jesus replied,
“The kingdom of God does not come visibly, nor
will people say, ‘Here it is’, or ’There it is,’ because
the kingdom of God is within you.” Luke 17:20-21
What better way to commence this address on ‘we have
what it takes’ than with a reminder of these words from
the sacred scriptures: - ‘The kingdom of God is within
you’!
You and I have what it takes because God makes it
possible – He gives His kingdom reality within you and
me! The theme reflects an intrinsic reality that the Lord
has given is giving and will continue to give everything
that you and I ever need for the eternal welfare of our
soul.
Paul, in his second letter to the Corinthians (3:5) says:
“We don’t have the right to claim that we have
done anything on our own. God gives us what it
takes to do all that we do.” CEV
Each person here and everywhere throughout the whole
world has what it takes – for the Lord reveals through His
instrument Emanuel Swedenborg, that:
Every individual is called 'a living soul' from that
which is living within him. No one can possibly
live, let alone as a human being, if he does not
have something living within him, that is, if he
does not have some measure of 'innocence,
charity, and mercy … Arcana Caelestia: 1050
Many reminders and reassurances are in the sacred
scriptures showing that God is working his purpose out.
At times, or in particular states of life, accepting that God
is working his purpose out may, of course, be too
challenging to take on board in the moment!
For instance: Jesus says -

If you and I have what it takes, what we have is
borrowed or gifted from God!
This keynote address sets out to explore how it may be
possible to believe, trust and proclaim that we do have
what it takes. I will attempt to explore two interconnected
things that I believe can help a person to see and accept
that - with God - he or she does have what it takes:
Firstly, I will explore some effects of inner-gifts provided
by the Lord. And: secondly, I will move on to explore
some of the imagery from the parable of the sower.
Following this exploration I will attempt to apply some of
this to our time together this week.
Inner gifts from the Lord
I move now to explore briefly the subject of inner gifts
from the Lord; these gifts may sometimes be known to
you as remnants or remains. In a context of we have
what it takes, it seems to me vitally important to explore
in some way how these preparatory gifts, of remains or
remnants, play a part in forming a fruitful life of the spirit.
Revelation suggests a person does have what it takes to
be fruitful. The Lord gives each person a sure basis upon
which to live life. The Lord provides gifts from which the
very soil or ground of the soul is made and out of which
a person’s spiritual life flourishes. Nothing other than that
which the Lord provides makes life flourish!
Preparatory gifts from the Lord that make the
groundwork of the soul, concern matters to do with the
heart – or will – the very essence of a person. These
gifts are given through experiences of affection - or love
– given or received. For example, through experiences
of:
•
•

"In this world you will have trouble. But take heart!
I have overcome the world." John 16:33

•

Being close to a person who demonstrates an
absence of self-interest.
An individual’s own warm response to a person in
need.
Being loved by another for our sake rather than for
theirs.

Further expressions from sacred scripture say
“ …with God all things are possible ….”
Matthew 19:26
“… apart from me you can do nothing ….”
John 15:5
If, or when it can be accepted that: ‘The kingdom of God
is within you’, each one of us here will know we have
what it takes – and experience a living soul within! Jesus
says:
“I tell you the truth, unless you eat the flesh of the
Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life
in you.”
John 6:53
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Feelings of love stemming directly from experiences
such as these are, unknown to the individual, safely
stored within by the Lord, so forming fertile ground of the
soul. These loves - or affections - form a platform or the
very ground that is receptive of genuine guidance and of
all things heavenly. As life unfolds the Lord will use these
hidden and stored away affections in order to bring about
the subordination of a love of self or the world to the laws
of the kingdom of God; leaving a person free to fulfill his
or her intentions to favour things of the Lord’s kingdom.
We have what it takes solely because of the gifts the
Lord bestows on each person, anywhere. Revelation
(Continued on page 5)
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shows these gifts of the Lord to be:
… all things of innocence, all those of charity, all
those of mercy, … which a person has acquired
from the Lord … And if a person did not acquire
them, no innocence, charity, or mercy could
possibly be present in his thinking and actions…
Arcana Caelestia 661:2

Conference 2005
To use parabolic imagery - the prepared good-ground
onto which the seed falls is fine but there are perimeters
to this good ground! Here uncultivated areas lie; here
thorns, rocky places and shallow soil lie. In these areas
some broad-cast seed gets eaten, scorched or choked.
In relation to the soul or spirit, perhaps the parable
suggests that:
•

Through these gifts a person is being prepared by the
Lord for receiving the seeds of heavenly leadership and
guidance. This preparation enables a person maturing in
spirit to choose between:
•
•

What is of God – healing and inclusiveness;
What is of the world or self – destruction and
divisiveness.
Based on Arcana Caelestia 5807:2-3

•
•

At the same time, however, the parable may also
suggest that:
•

In other words, the Lord quietly prepares the ground
ready for reception of heavenly things, so freeing a
person in spirit. Hence, with these gifts comes a potential
for spiritual fruitfulness. On a practical level such
fruitfulness may include new impulses for justice and
equity, new acts of service and the expressing and
receiving of forgiveness. Even so, the experience of life
demonstrates that the unfolding of spirit is not
necessarily accomplished easily: any unfolding may be
accompanied by many challenges before there is
freedom to be fruitful within the kingdom of God!

Errors concerning the meaning of life devour and
weaken the hoped-for world of God within a person.
A swelling up of the heat of divisive self-love
consumes ideals and genuine enlightenment.
A loving relationship with God is disturbed by
anxieties concerning cares of the world.

A permanent state of spirit exists that is fertile and
receptive to embracing and making fruitful the Word
of God sown within.

Ground that cradles seed and encourages germination
can be likened to receptive states that are responsive to
heavenly guidance. For example, states of innocence,
trust and the absence of self-interest are receptive inner
qualities prepared and freely gifted by the Lord.
Revelation shows that:

Parable of the sower

… not one [person] ever fails to have seed from
the Lord sown within him, no matter whether he is
inside the Church or outside of it, that is, whether
he knows the Lord's Word or whether he does not.

A fruitful life that arises out of the Lord's preparation
within a person may be shown through the visual
imagery of the parable of the sower; and I will move on
now to explore this parable a little. Paradoxically, this
parable shows that life can be both a struggle as well as
very fruitful! Hear a small portion of the whole parable:

Without this implanting of seed from the Lord
nobody can do the least good thing. Every good
that stems from charity, even among gentiles, is
seed obtained from the Lord.
Arcana Caelestia 932:2

“Listen! A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he
was scattering the seed, some fell along the path,
and the birds came and ate it up. Some fell on
rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It
sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow.
But when the sun came up, the plants were
scorched, and they withered because they had no
root. Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up
and choked the plants, so that they did not bear
grain. Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up,
grew and produced a crop, multiplying thirty, sixty,
or even a hundred times.” Mark 4:3-8
Be aware that:
1. Seed fell onto a variety of resting places!
2. Consequently a variety of things impede the
life, growth and development of the seed.
3. Nevertheless, some seed produces
successful and abundant fruitfulness.

All this is very well, of course, offering you such a take
on this familiar parable! But I find I ask myself: “How can
this exploration help you towards making your own
experiencing of having what it takes, a reality?”
My own response seems to be something like this:
“Well, I feel that making such a reality is your task!
Experiencing having what it takes feels to me to be part
of inner conviction or trust in the Lord! A path towards
knowing - we have what it takes - is a personal one; a
matter of a person's relationship with his or her god.”
It is, however, part of my own faith-position that right
here and now each person present has everything from
the Lord that is required to be in, working towards, or
appreciating His kingdom. Yes, conference participants
sit, stand and move around this week lacking nothing to
complete the work the Lord requires of each individual!
(Continued on page 6)
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•

Nothing! Absolutely nothing is lacking – in order to do
what the Lord requires of you!
•
The Lord is powerful, yet even so at times a person’s
confidence in Him may not demonstrate His closeness or
strength: perhaps while a person is experiencing states
akin to the devouring, scorching or choking of heavenly
leadership or guidance – as depicted in the parable of
the sower!
•
•

Knowing and then acting from a realisation that the
Lord is continually present feels to me as if it is a
step of trust!
Knowing that the Lord is always providing what is
needed for the spirit – feels to me as if it is a further
step of trust.

A greater sense of trust in the Lord may develop through
reflecting on experiences: experiences particularly of
fruitfulness that draw forth an inner knowing. Some of
you may wish to include as fruitfulness - emerging
successfully from a temptation combat. The parable of
the sower seems to accentuate harvest, or fruitfulness,
rather than dwelling on negative aspects of greedy birds,
scorching sun or choking thorns! Nevertheless,
productive life does have threatening edges; so beware!
Fruitfulness is many times shown in revelation given
through Swedenborg, as something very simple. For
instance:
... the life of charity is a life of uses. Such life
pervades the whole of heaven, for the Lord's
kingdom, being a kingdom of mutual love, is a
kingdom of uses. Arcana Caelestia 997
Amongst all the busyness of life, perhaps one simple
message here is – individually - engage in uses and this
body of people will be fruitful in spirit. The results of
individual or collaborative effort may not necessarily be
what were planned, hoped or longed for. Heavenly
fruitfulness is not, however, measured by earthly aims or
guidelines! Heavenly guidelines are such things as:
acting justly, loving mercy and walking humbly with your
God.
I feel it is a task of Conference to encourage you to use,
as wisely as possible, what the Lord has gifted you with,
individually! We have what it takes because the Lord
gives us a soul of fertile ground - a warm home full of
affections for things of heaven. Then, He gently showers
us with seeds of things that lead and guide towards
creative activity of the spirit.
Key points for our time together
I am now going to give a brief summary; in order to
consider more easily any impact this exploration may
have on our time together this week. So, four points:

•
•

The Lord gives everything anyone anywhere in the
world needs to enter into and complete a spiritual
life.
You and I, together with everyone else in the world
have a gifted receptivity to things of heaven.
Abundant fruitfulness follows from the Lord’s
preparation and a person’s willing receptivity working
together.
Alongside these gifts lurk illusory forces – seemingly
out to devour, scorch or choke things of heaven.

In a context of the work of Conference and its members,
there are so many tasks needing to be done and so few
people to do them. Or, such is the familiar refrain!
A danger of such busyness is that there can come a
feeling that there is no time to be aware of one's spirit
and its gifts. Consequently it can be difficult finding a
sense of balance or heavenly presence. This is a very
sad lament for any group of people hopefully being in the
process of working with God! Where such states are
experienced it does make me wonder whether the
uncultivated fringes depicted within the parable of the
sower are being activated. Where there appears to be
imbalance, maybe the devouring, scorching and choking
of spirit is threatening?
A constant endeavour needs to be maintained to be
ready – in a state of receptivity – for the Lord’s gifts.
Where a body of people exists, such as this Conference,
there is always a likelihood of having several competing
or potentially conflicting activities vying for attention. As a
result polarisation may occur; within Conference this
may be regarding what Conference’s purpose is. I
mention three different strands of activity possibly vying
for attention within the current resources of Conference:
Firstly, I sense there is a strong feeling amongst some
that:
•

Things of the spirit, a study of the doctrines, or
personal growth are paramount in order to be of
value in this world.

Also, amongst others there is a feeling that:
•

The structure and framework of Conference as an
organisation is critical in order to survive in this
world.

Thirdly, there is a strong feeling amongst others that:
•

Caring for individuals and meeting their needs in a
variety of ways is a key factor for moving forward
and being attractive.

These three examples need not be mutually exclusive!
Where a variety of viewpoints exist, my belief is that we
do have what it takes to come together with respect and
love – needing, perhaps to embrace all of these
(Continued on page 7)
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Quote
viewpoints and more! It does not necessarily follow that
everyone will get what they want all of the time –
especially on a material plane. We all know that really!
It seems to me that there is amongst us a variety of
visions of 'church', levels of skill and areas of interest.
Because the Lord is continually giving what it takes it
means that as a body of people there is the ability here
to be accepting, welcoming of debate and of the
exchange of ideas – whilst also retaining a sense of
vision, calling or integrity.
However difficult or challenging this may appear to be,
nevertheless, this membership has what it takes to be a
viable community in which various conflicting and
divergent views can be faced and reconciled! A
community based on the things of heaven is likely to
deal with conflicts sensitively and lovingly.
No matter what the apparent state of Conference,
nevertheless each individual has the kingdom of God
within. Through this kingdom the Lord provides
everything that it takes to be fruitful in spiritual life! Even
so, at times both personally and possibly from an
organisational point of view, it can feel that we do not
have what it takes! Notwithstanding this we can rise
above worldly concerns and focus on things of heaven because the Lord lifts us towards a heavenly way. We do
not need to be distracted by the cares of the world!
For me, feelings of not being confident of the Lord’s
presence is an indicator of a need to turn to Him, to
remind ourselves that in this world we will have trouble –
but the Lord says –
“ … take heart! I have overcome the world.”
During our time together I anticipate that there will be
many opportunities to be fruitful. Hopefully, this
fruitfulness can be on both a level of spirit and on a level
of outer activity. Outer activity can result from collective
agreements where either individuals or councils are
motivated or empowered to carry things forward on your
behalf.

1. We have the precious doctrines revealed through
Emanuel Swedenborg which have touched us and
inspired us in our living.
2. We have our love of the Lord and the way in which
we have been able to understand this through our
teachings.
3. We have the warmth of the family of this Conference
congregation which gives us the opportunity for
sharing our delight, supporting each other, entering
into discussions about our spiritual pathways and
opportunities for teaching and learning more.
4. We have investments and buildings, including Purley
Chase, publications, an honourable history, useful
world-wide connections, a web site and a nationwide
membership.
5. We have a strongly knit and committed core.
6. We have wonderful people who really care.
7. We have a mission statement and our own personal
visions of how this organisation might move forward.
We have what it takes to have a conference which is
visionary, reflective, caring of each other, inspiring and
decisive. We have what it takes and so may we use what
we have without fear as we seek the kingdom of God,
and more shall be added unto us.
Unquote

This raises in me a question: “How on earth can there be
any doubt that as a membership we do have what it
takes?” There really is no need to doubt it!
The Lord provides everything for a person’s spirit to be
under His sway, or heavenly government. It is the Lord's
work for which we are being prepared. My belief is that
the Lord gives each one of us the gifts needed,
spiritually, to be part of the fruitfulness of heaven.
Rev Ian Russell
Senior Minister
19th July 2005

I invite you to listen for a moment to the following list that
Patricia, my wife, has put together in response to her
wondering whether or not Conference does have what it
takes!

Message from the Editor
It is not often that I have to admit to having too much copy but for this August edition that has been the case. As a
result I have had to defer a range of articles until next month or later. Articles deferred include a report on the Purley
Chase garden party and the fifth part of the series on the Psalms. The September issue will concentrate on
Conference but I hope to also catch up on some of this deferred material.
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The New Church in the Philippines
On Sunday 8th May this year, along with Rev Ian Arnold,
I had the privilege and pleasure of being part of the
ordination service for four Filipino ministers at the New
Church in Bataan in The Philippines. The background to
it is the purpose of this article because the story is
intriguing and the presence of the Lord in it has been felt
by all of us over recent years.

live abroad, which I was very aware of in Australia,
contribute a major part to the national income by sending
money home. I also learned that in 1960 the Filipino
economy was the second highest in South East Asia and
now it is virtually the lowest, due mostly to a string of
inept or corrupt political leaders beginning with
Ferdinand and Isabella Marcos in the ‘60s.

The Philippines

The New Church

The Philippines, currently in the news with political
scandals and upsets, is a nation of islands off the
mainland coast of South East Asia. I think there are
about 8,000 islands, at low tide that is. If these were put
together into a single land mass it would be the size of
Victoria here in Australia, which is one of the smaller
states. The population of The Philippines this year is
86,000,000 and next year will be nearly 88,000,000. Its
capital Metro Manila has a population of over
20,000,000, and my first impression outside the airport
was of utter congestion, due in part to thousands of
motorised tricycles whizzing here and there and
everywhere.

The New Church in The Philippines goes back several
decades and its long and occasionally difficult story has
been chronicled very fully by Merlita Rogers in the last
two issues of the Australian New Church periodical ‘The
New Age’. The main focus for the New Church was
originally in the capital, in Manila, but then began to
move towards Bataan, a province to the north west,
about two hours car drive away around Manila Bay. This
is where the New Church now has its own premises, a
church with adjoining hall and a school which has a full
time kindergarten class of about 35 local children and
due to increase. It has a highly qualified teacher who is
paid for by the church. The local community are very
appreciative of what the church provides in this way.

The Philippines were ruled by Spain for over 300
years until 1898 when a popular revolt threw them out
and created the country’s main hero, José Rizal who led
the revolution. The country was sold to the Americans
who were there until 1945 and maintained military bases
until the early 1990’s. One result of this is a Spanish
flavour to many things, a vast predominance of
Catholicism – 85% of people, which for an Asian country
is totally different from the usual blend of eastern
religions, and a very good grasp of English by almost
everyone. When the Americans left, one legacy was a
number of disused naval and military bases and major
echoes of World War II when the Americans and
Filipinos were overtaken by the Japanese in one of the
crushing defeats of the war. The church is on a long
stretch of road where 50,000 POWs were marched in
burning heat with no rations and little water for over 80
kilometres, with major loss of life.
The people themselves – friendly, open, smiling and
pretty casual about life – are a mixture of Asian
influences that is generally called Malayo-Polynesian; in
other words from the islands around South East Asia.
There languages are many, but the unifying language is
Tagalog (make the 2nd ‘a’ the stressed syllable) and Ian
and I both lustily joined in the powerful Tagalog hymns at
the ordination service with ease. You simply read it like it
looks in print. But everyone’s comfortable in English,
although Ian’s class (in English, on the Lord’s Prayer)
got translated when it wasn’t registering too clearly. The
mix, or switch, is so natural that people use Taglish and
just talk in both languages whichever comes to mind.
It is a third world country with real poverty and
overcrowded narrow back streets and families
sometimes living in a precarious arrangement of
corrugated iron. I learned that the many Filipinos who
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The main funding for the church though comes over
from the United States, or more specifically, from a
financial team of people in the San Diego New Church in
California. In San Diego there are two closely cooperative New Church groups: the Filipino community
and the American church members. They have
consecutive services in the one building and those at the
first usually stay on to join in the second. With this
closeness and with very close ties to The Philippines, it’s
become possible to raise considerable funds for various
purposes in The Philippines including the training of
ministers and their salaries.
A key player in the recent developments there has
been the wonderful care and guidance from Rev Louis
King, who, on retirement several years ago, made a
personal commitment to the Philippines New Church and
who, with his dear wife Freya, who passed on earlier this
year, made monthly or quarterly visits from the USA to
encourage and train local people in ministry and church
development. To see everyone’s love for Bishop King
when we were there was beautiful. To also see Louis’
love for each and all of these people was an inspiration.
I think that the church attendance is about 35 most
Sundays, maybe more, with a good number of
committed young people and children too. On the day of
the ordinations there were close on a hundred all told.
The church has a number of midweek bible classes and
study programs and these are being developed as time
moves on and as the new ministers move into their
various endeavours.

(Continued on page 9)
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The Australian Connection
The Australian New Church College has developed
continually over the last ten years and been involved in
the training of five ordained ministers and a sizeable
number of students working with dispersed learning
modules. Ian Arnold has been the College Principal over
this time and the work of training involving tutorials and
seminars has developed throughout this period. There
are normally 3 seminars each calendar year and more
recently, they tie in with Integrative Counselling
workshops run by Rev Brian O’Neill and his wife Jenny.
Brian and Jenny are fully qualified leaders and trainers in
Gestalt Psychology work, and internationally so and they
have a longstanding commitment within the New Church.
On June 19th 2002 Ian Arnold received a letter from
Bishop Louis King quite out of the blue, exploring the
possibility of the Australian College becoming involved in
some of the training for people in The Philippines where,
according to Bishop King there were a large number of
good potential candidates for leadership, even for
ordination. Ian shared this approach with us here and
responded positively but wanting more information. This
eventually led to Trevor Moffat going over to The
Philippines mid-year, followed by Dick Keyworth at the
end of the year. This helped the Australian New Church
get the feel of the situation and see its potential.
Early the following year – 2003 – Septhan Baltazar,
Rico Ruiz and Ronnie Sauler came over to their first
seminar after quite a wait for visa approval for leaving
their own country. At first quite shy and closely watching
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how it was in Australia, they each showed their abilities
and love for the Lord, the Word and the Writings. They
came over to each successive seminar, and each time
they did so, they became much more at home, relaxed
and sharing things along with everyone else. Their own
skills in presentation and assignments have developed in
the same way and at the final seminar this year in April,
they each gave a highly successful and impressive
presentation on their own chosen subject.
The regular ongoing training has been in planning
and providing phone tutorials with all three of them over
the last two years, mostly with Ian and Trevor but
involving others too. More recently, a fourth student,
Elpidio Enriquez, has been at a seminar and has been
studying alongside Rev Bruce Williams from Brisbane
and this has been a wonderful relationship. Funding for
all this and more too has been fully met from funds
raised by the financial team in America. They have
funded in appreciation of the Australian New Church
providing this training so ‘close to home’ in our region. It
really has worked incredibly well, and been a great
blessing to everyone. Another aspect of the training has
been our ability to provide valuable fieldwork experience
for all three students on two seminar occasions with
them going to and joining in with all our Australian New
Church centres in Perth, Adelaide, Melbourne/Ballarat,
Sydney, Canberra and Brisbane for a number of days.
The three ordination students – Septhan, Rico and
Ronnie – graduated from the Australian College on the
Friday evening at the last seminar in April, in Brisbane,
with a lot of joy and congratulations. Including the three
of them there were actually fourteen ministers present
that evening, as well as many
others. This was the
culmination of that process
begun when Bishop Louis
King decided to write to Ian
Arnold. And we could have
said No, it will be too much
for us to do. How great that
we didn’t and were led to
undertake a valuable use for
the Universal New Church.
That’s a phrase which Louis
King has coined, which
basically means helping New
Church activity anywhere in
the world but always
according to its own local
customs and culture, not from
the
perceptions
and
requirements
of
an
organisation halfway round
the world.

Ordination Group
Bishop Louis King, Ronnie Sauler, Ian Arnold, Rico Ruiz,
Septhan Baltazar, Merlita Rogers, Julian Duckworth
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The New Church in the Philippines
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The Ordination Weekend
In less than a fortnight after the graduations in Brisbane,
and with all four of the students back in The Philippines,
Ian and I flew together to Manila – he as Principal, I as
President, both representing the whole of The New
Church in Australia. They were there to meet us and we
spent the first night close to Manila and the following day
went on the drive round to Bataan and began to meet
other people in the church. Bishop King was there, along
with Merlita Rogers and her sister Demi, both from San
Diego, and both very lovely warm people with a
complete dedication to the church.
On the Friday night, Ian gave a presentation on the
Lord’s Prayer to a roomful of people of all ages. But this
was preceded by a choir practice for the Sunday,
involving about 10 young people – all girls – under the
baton of their excellent young conductor, R. J. who was
just passionate about getting it right and singing well.
Boy those Girls sang!
On Saturday there were baptisms for several new
couples and then in the afternoon there was a full
rehearsal for the Sunday which really mattered because
up in the chancel there would be seven of us moving
around and being involved. The church is very bright
inside with an all-over reflective white tiling which makes
it look ever so clean and fresh. The chairs are all white
too, and the choir all wore white robes. After the
rehearsal we had dinner at Septhan’s place a few
minutes walk away.
On the Sunday it was HOT. May is the hottest month
of the year just before the rain season starts in June until
the end of August. With 100 in church, all fans on, all
doors open, everyone was dabbing themselves with
cloths and handkerchiefs. For some reason though I was
just not sweating at all. I read passages from the Word
and from the Writings. Ian led us in prayer and
dedication. Louis then performed the ordinations and
received Merlita Rogers into ministry as the senior pastor
at the New Church. It was moving to listen to Louis

Church Interior
quietly explaining everything that was happening in the
most simple direct words so that everyone understood it
all.
After the service and after many photographs,
everybody made there way to a nearby school outdoor
area and stage which was beautifully decorated and got
ready for a shared lunch. There were 100 there on
twelve long tables, with waiters serving all the food.
There were lots of children and I was never sure if they
‘belonged’ or were just curious local children (having
lunch?) or went to the kindergarten school and had been
invited along. It was all wonderfully done. After lunch
R.J. sang, then I sang, then there were several short
speeches and thanks and toasts and then people began
to leave. I think we’d planned to do an outing later in the
afternoon but scrapped that and went to the hotel for a
nap.
The next day we did go to the ex-US naval base at
Subic Bay and on the Tuesday did a major boat outing to
Corregidor Island where General Douglas Macarthur and
many US and Filipino troops were holed up and made
his famous announcement before leaving, “I shall
return”, and did when the Japanese were defeated.
Ian and I were there for only six days but the
sensation of a much longer time than that remained well
after we came home. It was a privilege and a thrill for us
to have taken part in it all. Now, in the Philippines there
are seriously well-trained leadership-given people
managing the life of the church there and we wish it the
Lord’s full blessing as it begins – the result of a process
that began with the College kick-starting up ten years
ago and that letter of gentle exploration and invitation
from Louis to Ian that came on June 19th 2002 out of the
blue, but surely, from the Lord’s wish and purposes for
what was meant to happen in this region.
Rev Julian Duckworth

Celebration Lunch
In open air on school premises
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Annual Meeting Womens League Benevolent Fund
Bradford Saturday May 14th 2005
Fifteen people were present and the afternoon
commenced with a ‘Songs of Praise’, hymns chosen by
members of various leagues.
Mrs Christine Sagar gave an introduction to each
hymn in which the person choosing gave a reason why it
was a favourite to them. Readings from the Word were
ready by Mrs Burnley and Mrs Jan Millar and Miss
Susan Howarth conducted the prayers, while Mrs
Pauline Grimshaw played the organ.
Next came the business meeting, apologies were
received from Mrs Jean Chambers, Mrs Edna Pindes
and the leagues in various parts of the country. In her
address the President made reference to the lack of
response to the request for hymns but thanked those
who had responded. Sadly some leagues are finding it
difficult to carry on, but they were thanked for the work
they do.

The Secretary’s report also addressed concern at
the closing of many of the leagues but stressed that the
Benevolent Fund plays an important part in the lives of
many people. In the Treasurer’s report we still have 10
Beneficiaries who receive a bi-monthly payment as well
as a special payment at Christmas and help is available
for anyone having temporary financial difficulties.
Next came the election of officers and Mrs Nellie
Thomas became President and Mrs Susan Howarth
Vice-President. As there were no new nominations for
the committee, the present committee were voted enblock.
The meeting ended with tea served by the friends as
Bradford who were warmly thanked for their hospitality.
The next AGM will be held at Clayton at a date to be
fixed later.
May Liversedge
Secretary

Mirrors of the Soul
An introduction to Spiritual Growth
A one-day event led by Rev Michael Stanley
The aim of this event is to offer a gentle introductory experience of spiritual growth
(suitable for people new to this type of activity)
Kearsley New Church Saturday 3rd September 2005
10.30 am – 5.30 pm (drinks from 10 am)
Programme will include talks, discussion, meditation, experiential sharing and sacred dance
ALL ARE WELCOME and drinks are provided but please bring a packed lunch
This is a CAM sponsored event
Please advise Jan Millar (Tel: 01274 511653) as soon as possible if you are planning to attend

As regards the soul, which - it is said - goes on living after death, it is nothing else than the actual person
living in the body. That is, the soul is the person's inner self acting in the world by means of the body and
imparting life to the body. When his inner self is released from the body the person is called a spirit and then
appears in a completely human form.
Arcana Caelestia 6054

Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, the visionary Jesuit priest, wrote in the 20th century:
We are not human beings having a spiritual experience; we are spiritual beings having a human experience.
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Notices
COMMITTEE FOR AUXILIARY MINISTRY
SERVICE PLANS (3) & (4) by Rev Clifford Curry
CAM is pleased to announce that two further sets of service plans produced by Rev Clifford Curry are now available.

Service Plans (3) are a set of eight service plans particularly suitable for Family Worship but can be adapted for
general use. They contain introductions, prayers, readings and outlines for talks as well as suggestions for suitable
hymns.

Service Plans (4) are a set of twelve general service plans containing introductions, prayers, readings and outlines
for talks as well as suggestions for suitable hymns. Some of them also contain ideas for suitable music to enhance
the service.
Service Plans (3) cost £4.50 per set and Service Plans (4) cost £6.50 per set if printed copies are required. If you
prefer to receive copies by email these are available at a cost of £1.00 per set and floppy disks are also available at
£2.00 per set.

If you would like to receive either of these sets please send your order to:

Mrs Jan Millar
Flat 6, Springfield House,
Park Road,

CHANGES IN POLICY FOR CHARGING FOR RESOURCES
After discussion CAM has decided to amend its policy for charging for resources.
Printed copies of material will continue to be charged at the present rates as shown on individual order forms. If
however you wish to receive copies of any CAM resource material by email these will now be charged at a rate of
£1.00 per set and material on floppy disk will be charged at £2.00 per set.
The new charges reflect the various production and distribution costs involved.

Lifeline

Contributions should be sent to the Editor,
27 Woodland Way, Shirley, Croydon, CR0 7UB

Alan C Misson
Tel: 020 8777 5098 Email: alanmisson@btinternet.com

Lifeline is published on the 2nd Sunday of the month ( except in Jan and July ). Articles and notices should reach the editor by
the end of the second week of the month prior to publication.
Subscriptions to be sent to the Business Manager,
Ian D McCallum
65 Heaton Road, Stockport, Cheshire, SK4 4JJ
Tel: 0161 432 5362
Price per copy £1.10
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United Kingdom £15
Airmail to USA & Canada £26.50

Overseas Seamail £20.00
Airmail to Australia & New Zealand £28.25

