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Conference 2004 took place between the 26th and 30th July 2004 at High Leigh
Conference Centre, Hoddesdon, Hertfordshire. The theme of this years Conference was
‘Relationships’ and this theme was present in the many small and large scale services of
worships, in the keynote speech, in presentations on all sorts of topics and in the general
atmosphere of the whole week.
In this issue and the following one for September there will be brief reports of what
took place together with key presentations and a range of pictures of people and key
events laid out in roughly the order in which they took place.

Monday 26th July 2004
Monday’s programme commenced with the singing of the roll and a welcome from the
Chairman in the early afternoon. This was followed by a joyful opening service led by Rev
Gill Gordon on the theme of relationships in the life of David, both good and bad. After a
break for tea there was time to reflect on the passing into the spiritual world of a number
of members since last Conference and to receive messages of greetings from individuals
and other organisations around the world. And then onto the Extraordinary General
Meeting. This special meeting had been called to make a number of changes to the
Articles of Association. Of these perhaps the key one for many people was the change
from using the word ‘Trustee’ to using the term ‘Honorary Life Member’. Although the
term ‘Trustee’ has been used for many years the word is now used technically and legally
to refer to those people responsible to the Charity Commission for the proper running of
(Continued on page 2)
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Conference, that is, the members of the Governing Council. All the resolutions were approved without problem and
so later on in Conference two new ‘Honorary Life Members’ were appointed.
After the evening meal there was a presentation by Zoë Brooks on the issue of Voting Eligibility. Zoë has
continued to lead the work of the Management Structures Team which has considered the question of voting
eligibility in the light of the differing views expressed at last year’s Conference. She presented proposals to extend
the voting representation of people belonging to societies and to introduce a new ‘Private Member’ category of voting
representative with specific limitations. This presentation was well received and it is now likely that detailed proposals
will be presented at a special EGM, probably at the 2005 Conference.
Monday concluded with Vespers led by Pauline Grimshaw which reflected on the relationships between Samuel,
Eli and the Lord.

Tuesday 27th July 2004
The Choir began the day, bright and early before breakfast, with a rehearsal and then after breakfast everyone
assembled for the Holy Supper Service. This was arranged in a more traditional style than last year with Rev Alan
Lewin leading worship and administering the Holy
Supper assisted by Rev Norman Ryder and Rev
Leslie Chambers. During the service Laurie Turley
played the piano and sang one of her own
compositions on a theme from the Book of Revelation.
Alan’s address on a theme from Ezekiel is printed
below.

Ezekiel
And He said to me, “Son of man, stand on your feet,
and I will speak to you.” (Ezekiel 2:1) The heavens
had been opened for Ezekiel and he was experiencing
a wonderful, fiery vision with winged creatures, huge
moving wheels with eyes and a man on a throne
surrounded by bright colours and fire. This, we are
told, ‘was the appearance of the likeness of the glory
of the Lord.’ (Ezekiel 1:28) Ezekiel then fell on his face
and heard a voice saying, “Son of man, stand on your
feet, and I will speak to you.”
Rev Norman Ryder
The heavens have been opened for the Lord’s New Rev Leslie Chambers
Rev Alan Lewin
Church. Its vision of the glory of the Lord is the Holy
City New Jerusalem coming down from God out of
heaven and the vision is realised in the Writings of the New Church.
The Lord invites each of us to come into His New Church and be a Son of man today. Those who desire truth
from the Word in order that the Lord, in His Divine Human, can come into their lives of love in the Lord and charity
towards the neighbour are the Sons of man for the Lord’s New Church. It does need to be said that whatever makes
up the Son of man in a person will be the Lord’s and will be from the Lord alone, it will be nothing from any person or
any angel. We read, by ‘the son of man’ (is signified] truth from good, in the supreme sense the Divine truth
proceeding from the Lord (Arcana Caelestia 8902:4) and, ‘the Son of man’ denotes the Lord in respect to the truths
of the church; (AC 9295:4)
(Continued on page 3)
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While we live in this natural world one way to think of the ‘Son of man’ is as truths of the church originating in
Divine Truth which is the Word. When we try to live those truths we learn from the Word, because we have an
affection for them, then, spiritually, the Lord is able to bring us into a Son of man state. This state is the church within
us as we live in the natural world.
Living in this natural world of appearances where we are open to the influence of the hells there will be times
when we allow something of self and something of a worldly nature to enter into this Son of man state. We will
misunderstand and we will get things wrong when we do not see the truth from the Word properly. The Lord knows
this and it is why He said, “And whoever says a word against the Son of Man, it shall be forgiven him.” (Matthew
12:32) Given that we are likely to ‘say a word against the Son of Man’ from time to time how can we try to avoid this
and how can we allow the Lord to enable us to recognise it when we do? We can, only, keep going to His Word.
The Writings tell us: the acknowledgement of the Lord, faith in Him, and love to Him, are the way to heaven; and
the Word is what teaches the way: whence it is, that without the Lord, by means of the Word, there is no salvation.
(Last Judgement 55:3) and man is taught by the Lord by means of the Word, and by doctrine and preaching from the
Word, and thus immediately from Himself alone (Divine Providence 171)
Thus it is, in the work Apocalypse Explained, that the Lord warns us to be careful, He tells us that, it is not sin and
blasphemy to interpret the Word according to appearances, provided that principles are not formed from them, and
confirmed to the destruction of Divine truth in its true sense (AE 778: 7)
We need to remember that this natural world is only a world of appearances. If we allow current ideas and trends
popular in the world to determine church doctrine and if we then go to the Word and use it to confirm these
appearances then we are going past the stage of ‘saying a word against the Son of Man.’ We need to make sure we
are not becoming impudent and stubborn or even rebellious as Ezekiel’s prophecy tells us the children of Israel had.
As individuals and as an organised church we do need to examine what we are doing and what we feel we are
called to do in the light of the Word the Lord has revealed to us. Although the Lord will forgive us the errors we make
when we interpret the Word according to appearances, He wants far more from us and therefore He says to his New
Church, “Son of man, stand on your feet and I will speak to you.”
Apocalypse Revealed (366) tells us that to stand before God is to hear and to do the things He commands.
Apocalypse Explained (687:17) tells us that, to stand before Him denotes to have regard for and to understand what
He wills. When we understand what the Lord wills then He is speaking to us because whatever the Lord speaks He
wills. (AC 3037)
That is why the Lord calls us both as individual people and as an organised church, to go to His Word where He
can reveal His will to us through the truths we read and hear. These truths will challenge and change our lives.
“Either make the tree good, and its fruit good, or make the tree bad and its fruit bad; for from the fruit the tree is
known.” (Matt 12:33)
As individuals and, I think as a church organisation we do need to work on our regeneration if we truly want to
serve the Lord. If we really chose to concentrate on this the Lord would be able to begin to show us what it is He
wants us to do for His New Church. This is because as we work on our externals He is already working with us at an
internal level. This means the Lord can bring those externals into a living connection with the internals: the natural
begins to correspond to the spiritual and the Holy City New Jerusalem can come down from heaven.
May we, as Ezekiel, did hear and respond to that voice which says,
“Son of man, stand on your feet, and I will speak to you.”
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After coffee and some brief announcements Rev Ian Russell,
Senior Minister, presented his Keynote Address which is printed
below.

A fresh phase in relating with others and with God
Introduction:
Campaigners [for] the Keep Sunday Special group [recently said]
"A major concern is about the time that people have available
simply for cultivating key relationships in their lives."
This was reported, in The Sunday Times, within the following
extract, under the heading:
Say goodbye to Sunday, day of rest.
Sunday is becoming the new Saturday as theatres open, cinemas
report record crowds, and clubs and bars heave. The Sabbath long
ago threw off its church robes in Britain. It has now put on its party
dress, as Sunday loses any remaining claim to be set aside as a day
of rest. Just as the morning lie-in has given way to DIY and
gardening, evensong and a quiet night in with the family have been
replaced by trips to restaurants, concerts and nightclubs......Sunday
isn't seen as a day of rest. People just see it as another day of the
week.
In today's world, people's work hours won't fit around traditional
show times, so the plays have to fit round the people.
The Sunday Times - June 6th 2004

You know this of course - yet, maybe such a report can lead to a
sense of re-focussing for some members of Conference.

Rev Ian Russell

For example:
•
•

How do the activities of this Conference institution - local or national - fit round the country's population?
How do localised activities demonstrate and show that the Sabbath can be a state of spirit in relationship
with God, rather than confined to one seventh of a calendar week?

I am led to wonder how to engage both in offering a general public what they appear to want and, at the same time,
satisfying the needs of the current membership. This appears to me one of the on-going challenges facing members,
officers and ordained ministry.
One of the concerns of the Keep Sunday Special group is cultivating key relationships. For me, there is one key
relationship that is essential and prior to all others in making sense of both worship and the meaning of life. This key
relationship is of an individual with his or her God. This key relationship is full of variety - as numerous as there are
individuals! I believe it is essential to make time for cultivating such a relationship - individually and collectively. A
person’s relationship with God is important in relating with others and to the welfare of this institution’s role as an
instrument of the Lord revealing himself.
In this address I shall be concentrating, in the main, on a concept of a key relationship of each individual with his
or her God. I shall attempt to address this in a context of the Conference relating to people in the public domain – with
whom I believe the need for a new relationship is indicated.
(Continued on page 5)
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Views of today's world:
I believe, in order to engage with the general public, there is a need to have some view of today's attitudes in society
- particularly towards religion and spirituality.
Two recent reports have given me confirmation of attitudes in society today. Both reports seem to me to be
relevant in pursuing a topic or theme of relationships. These reports lead me to confirm that it is an inner relationship
with God - one engaging thought, feeling and motivation - that is a vital component within attempts to reach out to
others. The following extract seems appropriate to the Conference institution: taken from The Times, under the
heading:
“Bishop warns Church that it may disappear”
.. Bishop McCulloch [Bishop of Manchester] said clergy were being diverted from their true mission of
evangelism ....“Far too many of us are being forced into managing an institution rather than engaging souls.”
The moment that an institution goes down that road, he said, it “has lost its heart, the purpose it was created for.”
…..
The Times – 20th March 2004

McCulloch, in a foreword to a book and referring to the most recent general census, notes that a huge majority of the
population have expressed a personal allegiance of some kind to the Christian faith, and says:
“Unfortunately, as the trends noted in this book ably demonstrate, there is a seeming inability on the part of most
Christian churches to understand and engage with that opportunity.”
The Times – 20th March 2004

For me, a striking phrase is:
"... there is a seeming inability on the part of most Christian churches to understand and engage with that
opportunity ..."

The sentiment here does seem so similar to experiences of some members of this Conference who are attempting to
engage with the general public.
For me, engaging with that opportunity – people [who are] expressing a personal allegiance of some kind to the
Christian faith - is what the RENEW programme was intended to be about! McCulloch shows there is a market out
there for Christian or spiritual products. It confirms for me that part of the Conference institution's resources need to
be used in some way to engage with such a market or opportunity: to forge a new relationship. For me, part of an
exploration of such an opportunity is to take an interest in understanding people's relationships with life's experiences
and in developing and expressing one's own relationship with God. It seems to me an inevitable consequence of
seeking to understand and express such relationships that ways will be found to engage with people, appropriately.
The second extract, again in The Times, comes under the heading:
"The end is nigh for Unitarians"
".....Senior figures in the [Unitarian movement] organisation believe that, in terms of organisation and structure,
the movement could disappear within a generation. It would be the first of the mainstream Christian
denominations to disappear in the present wide-spread decline in religious practice - although not belief - that is
affecting nearly all the churches."
The Times, Monday 24th May 2004

There is something quite similar here to the earlier extract - in the phrase:
"...... in the present wide-spread decline in religious practice - although not belief - that is affecting nearly all the
churches"

That is, both commentators are recognising there is a difference between religious practice and actual belief!
The phrase - decline in religious practice - although not belief - seems to me to emphasise, or reinforce a view that
(Continued on page 6)
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within the wider public domain there are individuals who have some kind of relationship with God. At the same time,
however, some of these people may also need help to make more sense of that relationship in the context of their
experiences of life.
This makes me wonder, what does this institution - the General Conference - have to offer in a climate of ?:
•
•
•

A decline in religious practice.
No decline in belief.
A personal allegiance of some kind to the Christian faith.

An obvious response for me is to say:
“Offer something relating to a person’s spirit
- but set apart from religious practice and denominational intent.”
This may sound pretty tough for a church organisation, I know! Yet, of all the Christian denominations of which I am
aware, I believe this Conference institution is ideally placed to offer such a response. That is, offer - as part of its
repertoire of activities - a non-religious, non-denominational view of the meaning of life, and indeed of God. I use the
phrase non-religious to mean, throughout this address, activities and ways of being apart from overt public worship
and associated traditions of a society, parish or congregational nature. And I did say, as part of its repertoire of
activities!
I remind you gently, that:
•
•
•

Most of the Writings of Swedenborg were originally published anonymously.
The Writings were published in a non-denominational guise.
Swedenborg did not found a religious institution, or indeed a church.

In considering what role membership of Conference could play in offering things in the public domain, at this stage I
wish to mention the Governing Council’s Report. I particularly want to draw your attention to that part of the Report
that shows the council having decided on four main areas of priority and focus for the use of resources – local
churches, web development, Purley project and SOLCe. My view is that the council is wise in tackling the use of
limited resources in this way. It shows a positive resolve to willingly face challenges. Such a policy may mean a
changing relationship with members and employees as opportunities are weighed against these priorities. I do believe
that this fourfold priority-focus will enable both provision for existing activities but also for a greater effort to be made in
reaching out. I commend these priorities to you.
The Report - the most forward-reaching one that I recall, and very positive - gives members a good indication of
how much is already being achieved by individuals and groups. Some of this progress is towards what I call nonreligious activities. The RENEW website is a prime example of reaching out expecting nothing in return. Some of you
may feel that this is a specialised market, relating to a few people only; in one sense it may be. Even so, in the
context of UK society at present, offering public worship could also be considered as a specialised market, as it
relates to a few people only! Whether or not a website or a congregation based around a church building have limited
appeal, nevertheless, in both cases each has some kind of attraction for a particular type of person searching to know
or experience something!
In reaching out, I see the use of media such as the web, publishing, discussions, lectures, and workshops. Such
media can particularly make use of a higher profile of spiritual concepts drawn from revelation via the Writings of
Swedenborg. This is not necessarily new! For example, Conference has used The Swedenborg Movement as a
vehicle for what I term non-religious outreach for years. This type of reaching out to others shows a willingness to
embrace a relationship that gives without expecting anything in return. That is, there is a generosity of spirit that is
focused on giving from apparent spiritual wealth to those who may be spiritually poor – or at least spiritually hungry.
What I do believe is necessary, therefore, in a context of current attitudes in UK society, is for this Conference to
recognise a greater need to put resources into a reaching out for the sake of the spiritual welfare of others – and not
for the sake of the welfare of this institution, itself. I am aware this type of reaching out would need to be considered
within the council’s allocation of resources.
(Continued on page 7)
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I'm not asking any of you to give up your traditions or practices. These are so much a part of the life of many of
you, and clearly are full of meaning, value and enjoyment. I am aware, too, that every now and then someone comes
along and samples what you do in your churches and - as this AGM testifies - some people stay! I am, however,
seeking your support for the use of a higher proportion than before of this institution's financial and human resources
towards activities of a non-religious nature - focussed on reaching out for the benefit of others and expecting nothing
in return. Engaging in a more generous reaching out of this nature, in my view, frees a person – or an institution - from
a mind-set that binds reaching out simultaneously with a gathering in. More and more people of the world are showing
they do not want to be gathered in! I do see that reaching out in such a way can be both local and national. For
example, I am aware that some congregations have already set-up websites; others engage in series of public
lectures. These activities may be spurred on by a mixture of motives, including reaching out for the benefit of others
while expecting nothing in return, and / or a heart-felt desire to encourage people to join with you.
Worship on an inner plane:
Earlier, I had said this Conference is ideally suited to offer a non-religious view of the meaning of life, and of God. I
want now to concentrate a little on one aspect of a relationship with God. It is that of worship. I am aware that some of
you feel hurt by a sceptical public which does not share with you your passion for public worship. It appears to me
that, where a sceptical public does not want to come and worship in your churches, it leaves you with a tiny or
diminishing number of people to be influenced! I feel concepts within the Writings of Swedenborg provide an
alternative emphasis or view of worship in which some people in the public domain may be interested. You could use
a strength that I believe is part of the very foundation of the church which is within this institution’s whole reason for
being. That is, develop the worshiping of God from an inner perspective.
The following guide offers a pointer towards worship of an inner perspective. It is based on a passage in Arcana
Caelestia:
When the good and truth residing with a person have been joined together:
•
•
•
•
•

This person’s will is new.
This person’s understanding is new.
Consequently this person’s life is new.
When this is how a person is, Divine worship is present in every deed he or she performs.
At every point the person now has what is divine in view, respects and loves it, and in so doing worships it.
Based on: Arcana Caelestia 10143:3

This revelation seems to me to emphasise very strongly how worshipping God is vitally important for the human soul
and its development. Inner, personal worship stemming from a person's relationship with God is what is needed for
human well-being – leading, eventually, to total renewal in the image of God.
Concepts from revelation used by this Conference body could well be attractive to people who are disenfranchised
or disillusioned with traditional church worship. They may, nevertheless, desire to have a meaningful relationship with
God, or at the least gain greater insight into the meaning of life for them. An appropriate use of these concepts in life
could lead to genuine inner worship - but in a person's own time, within his or her emerging relationship with God.
A person’s life has many cycles and rhythms within it. I believe discerning members of the general public are
aware of this. For example, of being able to relate to states of life that can be buoyant and clear one moment, and at
another appear to be heavy and confused. Understanding such a rhythm of going in and out, or to and fro, can be so
helpful to those seeking a meaning for life. Swedenborgian concepts suggest to me such rhythms reflect responses to
the pulsating life of God within. That is, an individual who is on a repeating pattern of responding, and then not
responding, and then responding again to positive influences – is in reality moving in and out of heavenly, or Godly
spheres. One verse from Genesis emphasises such a pulsating rhythm, for me:
"As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day
and night will never cease."
Genesis 8:22
(Continued on page 8)
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Helping a person experience such rhythms as spiritual realities could lead to inner, personal worship of God. From
these concepts a person will be shown by the Lord that everything genuine within him or her needs to be
acknowledged as a gift from God, and then offered back to God. This is central to a concept of inner, personal worship
within a relationship with God. So far, the General Conference has largely followed much of orthodox Christianity in
bringing the worship of God down to a physical plane - that is – mainly through a medium of robed priests leading
Sunday worship. Maybe, though:
.. a time is coming and has now come when the true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and in truth,
for they are the kind of worshippers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshippers must worship in
spirit and in truth. John 4:23-24
For me, this passage suggests a need to be aware of inner experiences in one’s relationship with God, whether or not
at any point in time these experiences appear finally to rest in public worship. I believe that helping individuals towards
a constructive view of the meaning of life is one of the greatest things members of this institution can offer. The
following extract from a counselling journal emphasises a point I'm attempting to put across to you - that the world is
not only ready for genuine insight into the meaning of life, but that the church needs to play its part in aiding a person
to a spiritual reality within the context of his or her experiences.
The following is an extract from an article by Ann Baldwin, under a heading:
Psychotherapy - the new religion?
[It is not]…. that [people] they think that guilt, sin and evil are non-existent - no one surely can claim that. They are
writ large in personal relationships and in global ones, between warring nations and factions. But thoughtful
people are asking how and why such things should be. Orthodox explanations around Adam and Eve, the Garden
of Eden and the Fall are unconvincing to the modern person in the street, and increasingly to the person in the
pew. .....
But perhaps Christian doctrine about humanity needs to be salvaged from the garden of Eden and replaced within
an earlier event described in the first book of the Bible:
'So God created man in his image, in the image of God he created him: male and female he created them.'
Ann Baldwin: Counselling and Psychotherapy Journal June 2004. Vol 15 No. 05

Baldwin continues this fascinating article by referring to Jung and his view that part of the pattern of life is concerned
with blossoming into the image designed by the creator. Baldwin, in a final extract, then brings us to a view of therapy
concerning a balanced human being, and likens this to reflecting the image of the creator:
Whatever theoretical approach therapy takes …….. the underlying assumption is that removing the obstacles to a
fulfilled life will result in a happy and balanced human person. Religious understanding is that a balanced and
fulfilled person, one capable of relating of loving and of being able to receive love, faithfully reflects the image of
the creator in whose image that person is made. ......
Ann Baldwin: Counselling and Psychotherapy Journal June 2004. Vol 15 No. 05

For me, the whole tenor of Baldwin’s article speaks of regeneration – itself a process of developing a relationship with
God - but in a different word-form. She suggests that many people without religion are striving for a greater sense of
well-being. I think it wholly possible that the use of concepts of revelation given via the Writings could be of help to this
type of person.
I believe the revelation given through Swedenborg indicates a need for an ever evolving relationship with God. My
belief is that such developing relationships with God will promote within individuals a desire to appreciate,
acknowledge and worship within God's own temple - a temple safe within the upper room of the human soul - a part of
the human soul furnished and ready by God's own hand.

(Continued on page 9)
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Sharing time together:
During the next few days we have opportunities to gently nurture and develop our relationships with each other,
including while taking part in reports, discussions and activities, generally. For example:
•

•
•

Later today:
Christopher Hasler will introduce a presentation and discussion on hell.
Thelma Wilson will make a presentation on “Flowers that Speak”.
Ken Turley will facilitate a session on music in worship.
Scheduled for Thursday: The Apocalypse Study Group will introduce a brand new Spiritual Growth
Course.
At some stage this week, an opportunity will be taken by some members to introduce a programme of
twelve topics embracing Relationships.

Each of these items or sessions could give you opportunities to reflect upon your relationships with your God and
other people. If you are a voting member of Conference, there are some exciting resolutions awaiting you concerning
ministry and individuals:
Firstly: you will be invited to vote for all future ordinations being to the office of Minister. This resolution also
makes provision for all who have been previously ordained as Assistant Minister to be incorporated in the list of
Ministers and have the title of Minister. Voting in favour of this would bring a fresh relationship for you with Mary
Duckworth, Alan Hardy, Gillian Gordon, and Rita Russell, all of whom have been carrying out very ably the full range
of ministerial duties for many years.
Secondly: if you vote in favour to ordain David Gaffney, Esther Byrne and Alexander Gorbenko, then you will be
party to:
•
•
•

A ground-breaking relationship with the Commonwealth of Independent States – principally in this case
Moscow – where Alexander will work.
A brand new relationship with an ordained minister as a volunteer-worker. Esther will be working in a
supported outreach-ministry in the Vale of Leven, Scotland.
A RENEW-type ministry, about which David Gaffney, with his wife Anne, is in on-going discussions with
the Council, as mentioned in its Report.

The proposed roles of these new ordinands demonstrate a developing relationship between the Council, membership
and a professional ministry.
Closing:
Our forefathers embraced wholeheartedly the new revelation given via Swedenborg while, nevertheless, having
borrowed outer forms or modelled worshipping practices on contemporary modes.
I feel the time has come for this Conference institution to develop further in its continuing maturity, the
interpretation and application of inner concepts revealed via a use of the Writings. These concepts are of immense
value – and the world needs them: contained within them are many responses for dilemmas of the day. These
concepts need giving a greater voice and expression in a mode and style that is fitting and contemporary for today's
society with which, in my view, a fresh relationship is needed.
A sound relationship with God as the centre of everything makes all things possible.
Rev Ian Russell
Senior Minister
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After lunch on Tuesday there was a complete change of theme as
Thelma Wilson gave a most unusual presentation on:
‘Flowers that speak’.
Thelma explained that she had been doing a dispersed
learning course on the Doctrine of the Lord and when it came to
proposing a subject for assessment she suddenly was seized with
the idea of doing a flower arrangement. This would be a personal
journey and exploration of the Lord’s Ascension, presented in the
form of a flower arrangement where the colours and flowers have
wonderful meaning and symbolism.
Thelma talked about her arrangement which she had brought
with her and took us through the stages in the Lord’s life and how
these were represented in the flower arrangement from bottom to
top. It is unfortunately impossible to do justice to her arrangement
in a black and white picture but at least it gives some idea of what
she was inspired to produce. Hopefully a fuller description with
colour pictures may appear elsewhere.

Thelma Wilson

After a short break there was another talk, this time by Rev Christopher
Hasler on the subject: ‘All shall be hell’.
Regular readers of Lifeline will no doubt recall the article in the February
2004 issue about Christopher’s correspondence in the Church Times on
the subject of hell, and his talk on ‘All shall be hell’ was in many ways a
continuation and expansion of the themes of his earlier letter to the Church
Times.
Christopher began with the following words:
“This lecture is for those of you who believe in hell, and for those of you
who don’t believe in hell, and for those of you who can’t make up your
minds”

Rev Christopher Hasler

He stressed that while we are keen to talk to others about heaven we seem
reluctant to talk about hell and yet it is very real, as we can observe from
what happens in the world around us. We need to find ways to explain that
no one is thrown into hell and it is not a place of burning torment. Rather in
giving us free will God allows each one of us freedom to choose a spiritual
community after death that best matches our real character. His full text will
should be published at a later date.

Conference was delighted to welcome Rev Ken Turley, his wife Laurie and their daughter Emily and son Ethan to its
programme of events. Ken is a Convention minister currently serving the Fryeburg New Church in Maine, USA. Both
Ken and Laurie have a deep and growing interest in music and apart from playing a wide variety of instruments they
have composed a large number of songs and musical plays. Their musical styles encompass folk, jazz, blues, rock
and classical. And their children seem to have inherited their musical genes with both Emily and Ethan playing guitar
and singing and Emily is also much involved in the theatre. Laurie had already sung and played during the Holy
Supper service and after tea on Tuesday the whole Turley family got involved in a session on Music in Worship.

(Continued on page 11)
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Tuesday 27th July continued
This session showed how all sorts of musical
styles could be effectively used in worship.
We listened a great deal but also joined in
with some of the singing, even being
encouraged to sing in different parts! And
some joined the band on stage.
Ken and Laurie also talked about the music
they had produced for use by Convention and
the CD’s that were available, including their
settings of parts of the Book of Revelation. It
was a wonderfully musical session with
something for everyone and also a great
privilege to hear from such a talented family.

Emily and Ethan

Rev Ken Turley

Laurie Turley
The Turley Family Band
assisted by Becky Jarvis, Marion Curry, Bruce Jarvis and Alan Bowie

On Tuesday evening the first session of Special Interest Groups was held. Conference attendees were offered three
choices:
The New Church Historical Society Annual General Meeting convened by Rev Norman Ryder
This AGM was split over two sessions with the business part of the meeting held on Tuesday and the part involving
the Annual Lecture held during the second session of Special Interest Groups on Thursday. The business meeting
considered the Convenor’s Report which covered details of membership, the production and distribution of the
Annual Journal and matters arising from the previous years AGM. If you would like further details of the New Church
Historical Society please contact Rev Norman Ryder.
Making Disciples led by David Friend
This workshop looked at our attitudes and mind-sets which can radically affect the way we get involved in outreach.
Do we almost unknowingly block potential growth in our group and personal discipleship or are we open to new and
productive ways of being and making disciples?
Music in Worship led by Ken and Laurie Turley
This was in a way a continuation of the full session of Conference in the afternoon on the subject of Music in Worship
but for a smaller group of people.

The Tuesday programme of Conference concluded with vespers led by Rev Michael Stanley.
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Wednesday 28th July

Wednesday morning commenced with Matins led by
Rev Robert Gill and then launched into the main
business matters of Conference with the Governing
Council Report and the Treasurer’s Report.
Early on in the proceedings the Chairman of the
Governing Council, Jean Chambers presented a gift to
Barbara Nicholls to thank her for her many years of
conscientious and faultless work as Assistant Treasurer
in which role she co-ordinated central payments and
reimbursed expenses. She has now handed over these
responsibilities to Colin Skinner.
Nigel Sutton, Treasurer of Conference, began his
presentation with a summary of the Income and
Expenditure position for the past year 2003/4 (see
picture bottom right). He then moved onto consideration
of the Balance Sheet for the same year and then
budget figures for the current year 2004/5.

Jean Chambers

Barbara Nicholls

Income and Expenditure (all figs x £1000)
2003/4
Actual

2004/5
Budget

Income

433

419

Expenditure

486

527

Exceptional Items

162

11

Surplus / Deficit

109

97

Purley Chase

35

35

Net Surplus / Deficit

74

132

Note: The budget for 2004/5 takes a prudent view of
what may happen, with a forecast of declining income,
increased expenditure and reduced exceptional items.
The result is a projected deficit of £132,000 compared to
a surplus of £74,000 for the past year 2003/4.

Nigel Sutton

Reports of Conference 2004 will conclude in the October Issue of Lifeline.
Lifeline

Contributions should be sent to the Editor,
27 Woodland Way, Shirley, Croydon, CR0 7UB

Alan C Misson
Tel: 020 8777 5098
Email: alanmisson@btinternet.com

Lifeline is published on the 2nd Sunday of the month ( except in Jan and July ). Articles and notices should reach the editor by
the end of the second week of the month prior to publication.
Subscriptions to be sent to the Business Manager,
Ian D McCallum
65 Heaton Road, Stockport, Cheshire, SK4 4JJ
Tel: 0161 432 5362
Price per copy £1.10

12

United Kingdom £15
Airmail to USA & Canada £26.50

Overseas Seamail £20.00
Airmail to Australia & New Zealand £28.25

