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“When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all
together in one place. And suddenly there came
from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind,
and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.
And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and
rested on each one of them. And they were all filled
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other
tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance”.
Acts 2:1-4

The Divine origin of the events at Pentecost was reflected in their suddenness and
supernatural quality. Many view Pentecost as the Christian Church’s birthday because
the tongues of fire enabled the apostles to utter in many languages the good news about
Jesus to “Jews from every nation under heaven”. Also the prophesy of Joel was being
fulfilled, “That I will pour out my spirit on all flesh”.
“All flesh” - this event at Pentecost was the spiritual gateway for men and women all
over the world opening the opportunity to learn about the Lord, not only for the Israelites.
The time for a new church in the lives of people of all nations had arrived. This was a
church of diversity yet unity in one body.
“For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of
the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in one Spirit we
were all baptized into one body - Jews or Greeks, slaves or free - and all were
made to drink of one Spirit. For the body does not consist of one member but of
many”. Corinthians 12:12-14
This reflects Swedenborg’s description of the Grand Man:
“The angelic Heaven before the Lord is as one man, whose soul and life is the
Lord; and this Divine Man is a man in the whole form, not only as to the external
organs and members, but also as to the internal organs and members ... And it
is provided by the Lord, that those also who to whom the Gospel could not
come ... should be able to have a place in that Divine Man, that is, in Heaven…”
Divine Providence 254

(Continued on page 2)
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Our mission is to express, share and experience with others in life an inclusive,
non-judgmental vision of God’s kingdom
1

(Continued from page 1)

“All who are in love to the Lord and in charity towards the neighbour, and who do good to him, and who
have a conscience of what is just and fair, are within the Grand Man; for they are in the Lord, and
therefore in Heaven”. Arcana Caelestia 4225
We also have a part to play in the furtherance of the Lord’s kingdom and have been equipped with the talents and
means to fulfill that part. We have the opportunity to take our place in the Grand Man, we only have to be willing to try.
Perhaps by Pentecost next year we may have gone some way to achieving a small part of our unique contribution
towards the perfection of the Grand Man.
Rev Gillian Gordon

CAM day at Bournemouth
The day began with a humorous sketch illustrating a
possible future scenario at a church committee meeting.
Many of our churches are now run by lay people due to
the severe shortage of Ministers, and from experience
the CAM team have found that it is helpful if lay people
are prepared and trained for this well in advance. They
have also found that in doing this, it has enabled
personal and spiritual development, and enriched the
communal life of a church. Jan Millar got us to look at
ALL that happens in our church, from Hall renting to
Sunday Worship, (we came up with 37 headings) and
consider to what degree the Minister was involved in
these. How well equipped would we be if for any reason
he were not around, to continue the parts of his ministry
which the congregation were needing? How would we
react to a lay person doing certain things? Did we need
thinking and adjusting time? Questions and discussion
followed. Jan felt the way forward was to think and pray
on this as individuals, and then together as a
congregation. She stressed the importance of
encouraging and valuing each other in discovering and
developing talents, and being visibly supportive.

From early autumn, unfortunately, we shall no
longer have Rev Gillian Gordon regularly taking
services and we do not want our two willing lay
preachers becoming overburdened with too many extra
services to prepare. Thanks to CAM we now have some
ready prepared services which could be led by a group
of volunteers whom our Minister would be only too
pleased to help.
After a tasty and substantial lunch, it was time for us
to all take part in rehearsing the responsive choral
speaking of Psalm 24. Then Jan introduced CAM team
member Mary Burnley to us. Mary has been leading
services for many years as a lay person, and has
recently successfully finished training to administer the
Sacrament of the Holy Supper. She treated us to one of
her childrens talks based on 1 Corinthians 12, getting
over the message that all contributions to church life are
equally important, be they strongly visible or passive
and invisible. We want to be a complete working body.
This enjoyable day ended with reading together Teresa
of Avila’s prayer, beginning “Christ has no body now but
yours”.
From the Bournemouth Newsletter

No Organist?
Brightlingsea Society have found a solution to this problem. Kevin Mayhew Ltd. of
Buxhall, Stowmarket, 1P14 3BW, phone 01449 737978, can supply CD’s of hymn
Accompaniments. Most of these are played on a church organ, with a few of the more
modern hymns using an instrumental group. There are two sets of recordings: one of
140 general hymns, and the other of 60 seasonal hymns for Easter, Christmas, etc.
We have prepared a detailed analysis of the tunes, many of which will fit more than
one hymn in our book, and using the CD’s with this as a guide we can enjoy good
accompaniments to well over half of our book’s contents.
The general set costs £59.99 and the seasonal set costs £24.99. We shall be pleased
to send any Society a copy of the list we have prepared of the hymns for which the set
can be used; this gives the CD and track number for each hymn. To obtain a copy ring
Geoff Cunningham on 01206 825359.
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The Blame Culture
We are living in the age of the “Blame Culture”.
Whenever a person suffers an injury or setback they are
encouraged to pin the blame on someone else and sue
them for damages. For example, I recently heard of how
someone in the USA was scalded after making and
drinking hot coffee; they then successfully sued the
coffee manufacturer for large amounts of money
because no warning of the danger of scalding had been
given on the coffee jar label! I am left wondering whether
we have lost all sense of personal responsibility for our
own health and safety.
The cry of modem society seems to be, “Find
someone to blame” ! In fact this unhealthy tendency has
long existed in the human race. Its presence in man is
betrayed even as early as the story of Adam and Eve.
After they had eaten of the forbidden fruit they found
themselves under God’s scrutiny. In answer to God’s
question, “Have you eaten of the tree of which I
commanded you not to eat?” Genesis 3:11, the man
pinned the blame on the woman and the woman pinned
the blame on the serpent.
Although this story is not historically and literally true,
it is a true account of the psychological state of the
human being. It reflects our illusion that we live of
ourselves and that anything we think, desire, or do is
both good and right. Our mind is dominated by self-love
and its consequences for our neighbour are dire as the
following passage shows:
“Immersed more deeply in self-love is one who
hates and persecutes his neighbour; and
immersed even more deeply than that is one
who is therefore consumed with vengeance
against him and longs to ruin him”
Arcana Caelestia 7370.
In such a state of self-love, we cannot bring
ourselves to admit any fault or evil on our own part. We
fear having to confess to any personal mistake, fault, or
evil and so we project the blame onto someone else.
How much easier it is to put all the blame on another

than to take some personal responsibility for the way in
which we live. Of course one of the problems with this
false way of living is that other people are also projecting
blame onto us. The result of this is that we live in
negative states of anxiety, fear, and denial. Everyone
looks suspiciously at one another and there is no longer
any trust. The world becomes a more uncomfortable and
unpleasant place to live.
If we are to be spiritually healthy and happy we need
to take some personal responsibility for our own life
instead of always blaming others. Jesus teaches us,
“Why do you see the speck that is in your brother’s eye,
but do not notice the log that is in your own eye?”
Matthew 7:3. At first such an honest examination of
ourselves seems a frightening thing to do; surely the
admission of our own wrongs will belittle us in the eyes
of God and of others. However, the paradox is that the
admission of our own wrongs enables God to forgive
them and empower us to let go of them.
We have projected our own blame culture on to God
and assumed that He blames us for evil in the way that
we blame others. The truth is different, for God neither
blames nor punishes us for any evil. He is full of loving
forgiveness and stands ready to release us from our
evils. However, we cannot be released from them whilst
we are blaming others for them or refusing to admit
them. It’s in making an honest inventory of them and
confessing them that release becomes possible.
It’s in the decision to turn our life over to God and
live as He wills that we finally break out of the blame
culture, for in this decision the root cause of this culture
is eradicated. What a dramatic change for the better
there is when a person begins to live in and from God.
Happiness lies not in blaming others but in taking some
personal responsibility for our spiritual life and choosing
each day to live for God by following His
commandments.
Rev Robert Gill

Alabama gives away Helen Keller Coin
Just over a year ago the Governor of the State of Alabama gave away a shiny
new quarter to every child who visited Helen Keller’s birthplace in Tuscumbia,
Alabama. The coin features an image of blind and deaf Helen, who overcame
her disabilities and helped others to do the same. Her image was chosen from
thousands of ideas submitted by Alabama schoolchildren. Very unusually the
coin includes some Braille text.
Helen Keller was, of course, a great reader of the Writings and once declared:
“I plunge my hands deep into my large Braille volumes containing
Swedenborg's teachings, and withdraw them full of the secrets of the spiritual
world”.
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The Sick Woman
The story of the sick woman as told in chapter 5 of
Mark’s Gospel is in the literal sense the story of a
miracle, but in a deeper, spiritual sense it is a parable
that applies to our own lives, whether or not we are
physically ill. First, the literal meaning. Jesus was on his
way to the house of Jairus, one of the rulers of the
synagogue, who had begged him to come and lay his
hands on his dying daughter in the hope that she would
become well again. Now I know one should not read the
Gospels like newspaper reports, but one does (I think)
get a very graphic picture of the large crowd of people
who had gathered around Jesus, perhaps to hear his
teaching, but more likely in the hope of seeing a miracle
performed. We are told that among the crowd was a
woman suffering from a wasting disease and presumably
severely anaemic from loss of blood. She had spent
many years suffering ‘under the care of many doctors’,
as the Gospel writer puts it. She had, no doubt, heard of
Jesus and of the miracles he had performed. ‘If only I
can touch his clothes’, she thought,’ I will be healed’.
Clothes worn by famous people seem to have a power to
fascinate. The dresses worn by the late Princess Diana,
for instance, are preserved in a museum at Althorp
House, the Spencer family home in Northamptonshire,
and are on display to the public. Do they attract visitors
simply because they are expensive and beautiful
clothes, or is there rather not some sense of association
with the person who once wore them? In this Gospel
story it is clear that the clothes were part of Jesus.
Swedenborg’s teachings (see, for example, AC 5248)
show us that clothes represent the Lord’s Divine Human.
In another sense they mean the outer covering or
external part which conceals the internal or spiritual
within.
In such a crowd the woman would have had no
realistic chance of attracting the attention of Jesus by
speaking to him, but touching his outer garment (we are
told that it was his cloak) was certainly possible as he
passed by. Now Jesus realised immediately that
‘something’ had happened, that, as the Gospel writer
puts it, ‘power had gone out from him’. This brings us to
the heart of spiritual or faith healing. It is clear that it is a
two-way process. Jesus was not a magician with a
magic cloak. The woman had somehow to ‘tap in’ to his
Divine power by her faith. It was her faith that healed her
(for her bleeding stopped immediately), not some quality
in the cloak. The writer CS Lewis told of how when he
married the American writer Joy Gresham she was very
ill, it was thought terminally ill, with bone cancer. Then,
within a year of their marriage, Joy’s cancer went into
remission and she was able to walk again. X-rays
revealed that cancerous spots in her bones had
disappeared. Lewis, on the other hand, developed
osteoporeosis. He suffered excruciating pain and had to
sleep on a board for four or five months. He told a friend:
“I was losing calcium just about as fast as Joy was
gaining it, a bargain (if it was one) for which I am very
thankful”.

This may, of course, (as Lewis himself recognised)
have just been an extraordinary coincidence, but he
believed otherwise and it is certainly true that the
remission in Joy’s illness lasted about two years, giving
them both a period of great happiness, a rather longer
period than readers may remember from the beautiful
film ‘Shadowlands’. A former Civil Service colleague of
mine took early retirement some years ago following the
death of his seventeen year old son from leukaemia. He
did this to take up the position of Secretary of the
Federation of Spiritual Healers. He told me that his son
had received some spiritual healing when he had been ill
and it had been beneficial to him. As a result, he and his
wife had trained to become spiritual healers. He did not
believe that special gifts were necessary. “You could do
it”, he told me. That may be true, but I believe that my
colleague and his wife were inspired by the Lord’s divine
love and wisdom, whether or not these manifested
themselves in an explicit expression of religious belief.
Now to the deeper, spiritual meaning of the story.
The woman represents you and me, our love of life,
which is wasting away, suffering from a spiritual disease.
The doctors represent those indulgences which the
world tells us will cure us of our spiritual pain. We can
make our own list: the pursuit of money and
possessions; of power over others; drink, drugs,
gambling, promiscuous sex and whatever else you can
think of. These indulgences, even if they bring temporary
pleasure, can only make things worse. To spend all one
has on these worldly pleasures is to give them all one’s
love. The result is a wasting disease of the spirit.
But to hear of Jesus (as the woman did in the story)
is to want to go to him, to know that your life is wasting
away and that you can no longer find any satisfaction or
delight in your worldly way of life. To touch his clothes is
to come into contact with him. His clothes represent his
truths o the teachings that cover his love. His truth
makes us free from spiritual disease (‘dis-ease’, or lack
of ease) and misery, but we must first recognise that
truth and, in modern parlance, ‘take ownership’ of it by
our own exertions.
In his visionary poem, ‘Christmas-Eve’, Robert
Browning describes a man (he writes in the first person
and I think he is referring to himself) who attends
religious worship in a small Nonconformist chapel and is
disgusted by what he sees and hears; the ignorance and
ungrammatical utterances of the preacher and the rather
unpleasant people in the congregation. As he leaves, he
catches sight of someone else who has been in the
chapel and he is undeniably the Lord:
“All at once I looked up with terror.
He was there.
He himself with his human air.”
The poet cannot see his face –
(Continued on page 5)
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“only the sight
Of a sweepy garment, vast and white,
With a hem that I could recognise.”
His pulses, he tells us, “leaped for joy”
“And I hastened, cried out while I pressed
To the salvation of the vest.”
To touch the Lord’s garments is to make contact with
his wonderful truth. The healing power brings new
wholesome life where before there was a spiritual
wasting away. And what about the trembling and fear
that the woman felt when she came to Jesus? This is
holy fear (not the fear we feel when we encounter
something evil), but deep wonder at the power of the
Lord’s love. Likewise, the poet felt terror when he
recognised the presence of the Lord. Falling down at his
feet represents repentance and humility. Telling the Lord
the truth (as the woman did) is a picture of our readiness

to open our hearts to his love and truth. It shows our
recognition of how he knows all about us and is familiar
with all our ways.
“Daughter, your faith has healed you.
Go in peace and be freed from your suffering.”
That is a message full of comfort for us. When we no
longer waste our love on self-indulgence but seek the
Lord and the neighbour we become his children, his
sons and daughters. But the faith that heals us is not an
arid matter of mere assent to some theological
proposition. It is a living, active faith that seeks the Lord’s
love and wisdom. It is so clear that, although all we are
and all we have comes from the Lord, we are free to
seek him or reject him. Before we can touch his clothes
we must first approach him. To be freed from our
suffering is to be free from that love of self which is the
disease that wastes our lives.
Richard Lines

Gallery of Angels
The Scottish Association of the New Church is currently
planning a major outreach event, entitled “Gallery of
Angels”. This will take place on the afternoon of
Saturday 12th June in the Glynhill Hotel, Renfrew at
2.30 pm. The presenters will be Rev Clifford Curry from
Bournemouth and Rev Christopher Hasler from
Southend-on-Sea both of whom are members of our
Church’s national Apocalypse Study Group. They will be
talking about angelic help during our life and spiritual
development, and will be using scenes from the book of
Revelation illustrated by the New Church artist G
Roland Smith.

The following morning, Sunday 13th June, Clifford
Curry and Christopher Hasler will be with us in church
and will lead us in an Informal Service. Further details
will be available later, but for the moment we would like
people to make a note of the date in their diary.
From the Paisley Newsletter

This event will be widely advertised in Paisley,
Renfrew, and Glasgow and will, of course, be open to
our own members and friends as well. There will be an
admission charge of £3 [concessions £2], which will
include tea and biscuits.

Anyone who is a believer thinks that none but angels from heaven are present with him and that spirits
who are devils have been totally removed from him. But I can positively declare that in the case of
someone in whom the yearnings and delights belonging to self-love and love of the world exist and are
his end in view, those spirits are present and so close to him that they are in him, controlling both his
thoughts and his affections. Angels from heaven cannot possibly be present within a sphere emanating
from such thoughts and affections, only outside it. This being so, the angels depart as hellish spirits
come nearer. Yet the angels from heaven never depart completely from a person, for if they did he
would be done for. Left without his contact with heaven through the angels he could not live.
Arcana Caelestia 5979
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Person to Person - The Gospel of John
This is the twenty second part of the serialisation of the late Rev Paul Vickers’ commentary on the Gospel of John.
Paul commenced his work with the following words:

“It seems incredible to say that we could form part of a group learning from a disciple who
walked and talked with Jesus Christ, and yet that is the opportunity John's gospel opens up.”
JESUS IN JOHN'S GOSPEL
CHAPTER TEN

desires, and must try to make those same truths a
ladder for our selfishness, turning them into arguments
about what people should do for us instead of
commands about what we should do for them.

THE GOOD SHEPHERD
There is still continuity of thought here, although the
symbols change from those in the last chapter. Jesus
sought to help the blind, the Pharisees sought to
prevent their acknowledging the truth. So now our
subject becomes the good shepherd who cares for the
sheep and the robber who would harm them. The
shepherd and his sheep was a parable familiar to the
Jews from the Old Testament. Psalm 23, Isaiah 40:11,
Ezekiel 34, Zechariah 11, and many other places make
use of the imagery.
Knowing the methods of shepherds in the east will
help us to follow the parable more clearly. They differed
widely from those of shepherds in the western world.
Sheep could not be left in the open at night unless they
were very strictly guarded. Wolves were the common
predators of the flocks, and lions and bears also existed
in small numbers. The common practice was to build
dry stone walls to make a fold, and to bring several
flocks into it at night, shutting them in with a heavy door.
When the flocks were let out to pasture by day, they
were not driven by dogs or shepherds. The shepherd
knew every one of his flock by name, and he taught
them to come to that name. So he could simply call his
sheep to follow him, as we might call an obedient dog.
Only at night, when they were all in the fold, would he
consign their safety to one who kept the gate of the fold.
1 - 2 "Truly, truly, I tell you, he who does not enter by
the door into the sheepfold but climbs up in another
place is a thief and a robber; whereas he who enters by
the door is the shepherd of the sheep.
The word for a thief carries the idea of cunning or
deception, whereas that for a robber involves violence.
Together they express the range of danger to the flock
from human predators. Since a guard was put upon the
door into the fold, the only way to steal sheep was to
climb its walls.
Jesus keeps us safe spiritually in a similar "fold".
We are protected by the truths we build up of duty and
love to our neighbour and our Lord. These wall us about
from false ways of greed and cruelty which attack our
life. It is always possible to detect such "thieves and
robbers" because they have to "climb the walls". They
must get over the truths we know by excuses for our evil
6

In contrast to these kinds of deceiving and evil
thoughts and feelings, we have the shepherd, the love
of Jesus which is trying to keep us alive and happy in
the Christian way. He is said to have a door by which he
enters our mind. We tend to forget this door, and to see
only the walls made of truths we learn and the plans
and ambitions we fashion from them. But Jesus has
influx into our mind by impulses of love and affection
and the way he makes the truths we learn illuminate our
lives. None of this inflowing life takes away our freedom
to choose for ourselves, but it strengthens our life with
love and joy. This constant inflow from Jesus shepherds
us into the way of heaven.
3 - 5 "To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear
his voice; and his own sheep he calls by name and
leads them out. And when he puts out his own sheep he
goes before them, and the sheep follow him because
they know his voice." Another they will not follow but will
run away from, for they do not know the voice of others.
We make the choice to let the love and wisdom from
Jesus enter our minds and lives. We "keep the door"
and can open it to him. The way we direct our thoughts
enables him to shed his light of wisdom into them. If we
allow thoughts of revenge and greed to settle in our
mind, we close the door on his kind of light. On the
other hand, our plans to help others and our effort to
love them open the door, and let his love fill our minds
and enlighten us. We must not expect Jesus to save us
without our own discipline of true thoughts and
wholesome desires. If he is to call his sheep of
affection, compassion, and love in our mind, we must be
choosing a way of life that opens the door to him.
Since several flocks might be in one fold, a
shepherd needed to call the names of his sheep to bring
them out to follow him. Most of our names and the
names we call things around us have no connection
with what is named; but, in a real sense, names indicate
the nature and quality of things. The Lord Jesus is
constantly calling out the things of his wisdom and love
from our mind, and leading them into activity in our life.
It is these "sheep" in us which truly follow him into life.
The Lord speaks in his Word and this is his voice which
calls us into a right way of life. If we choose his way, we
know this voice and follow it.
(Continued on page 7)

continued
(Continued from page 6)

6 - 10 Jesus told them this parable, but they did not
understand what it was he said to them. So again Jesus
said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you that I am the door
of the sheep. All who came before me are thieves and
robbers, but the sheep did not hear them. I am the door.
If anyone enters in by me he will be saved, and will l go
in and out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal
and kill and destroy. I came that they might have life, and
that they might have it most abundantly.
The word for a parable here is not that used in the
Synoptic Gospels, but the one always used by John.
Both Greek words are used to translate the same
Hebrew word, and we should not look for any significant
difference in their meaning. Jesus still has around him
the Jews that he condemned in the last chapter as blind
to his teaching, and they can make nothing of the
parable of the shepherd. In the same way, the evil in us
will not grasp the need for us to be led by the Lord. So
he changes the image and concentrates on the door to
the sheepfold. Again we have the emphasis on "I am"
which recalls the name of God.
If selfish things in us are to be changed, we must let
in the new life from Jesus; we must open his door into
our mind from our side and let in new affections and new
light on what we should be doing. He declares himself
now to be the door, for, because of his work in the world,
he is alive and present on this very threshold of our
mind. In Revelation 3:20 the Lord reminds us that he
stands at the door and knocks. It is our part to open the
door. (Possibly in a primitive fold out in the fields where
there was no door, the shepherd lay across the entrance
at night and himself became the door to bar predators
from the flock.) For those in evil, it is essential that they
should repent and change their way of life, for new life
from Jesus will only come in if we open the door to him.
Unless we choose to change, he cannot reach us. Once
we open the door, we can begin to use his life to feed
new feelings and thoughts into our mind; we can "go in
and out and find pasture".
We need to make this choice to open the door and
let the Lord into our life. We can see in our minds that
selfish thoughts and evil desires destroy any possibility
of genuine happiness, of knowing the joy of helping and
loving others. Our self-wanting is our own destruction:
"the thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy".
Whereas if we let in the giving life of Jesus we have the
joy of helping others with him, and that is a joy that
increases beyond our imagining. (The word here for
'most abundantly' implies 'far more than enough'.)
11 - 13 "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd
lays down his life for the sheep; but the hired man who is
not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, sees
the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away.
And the wolf snatches them and scatters the sheep. Now
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the hired man runs away because he is a hired man and
is not concerned for the sheep.
Again we have the stress on "I am" which recalls the
name of God. The phrase "lays down his life" is often
interpreted to mean Jesus' death on the cross. That was
all part of his work, but the Greek word actually means to
divest oneself of something (it can be used of taking off
one's clothes). It really refers to what Jesus' whole life
was doing. He had taken on the evil distortions of
mankind's life by birth from Mary, and by a life of
temptations he was steadily rejecting all that evil. The
new life he was putting on from God was a new divine
human which could be with men and women and give
them God's life again. To divest himself of all the evil
mankind had created involved his whole life of
temptation, as well as that on the cross.
A flock of sheep was always liable to be attacked by
the wolves which roamed Palestine. In the same way,
there is always some evil desire and false argument
arising in our mind which wants to destroy our innocent
Christian life. The parable contrasts the reactions of a
hired man and a true shepherd to such an attack. We
must be careful that we have accepted Jesus as our
good shepherd when the attack comes, and have not
just been "hired" by the desire to appear good before
others and to reap the benefit of being a respectable
member of a church community. It is possible to live an
apparently good life just for the merit and acceptance we
get from others; but that has no strength because it is
not really concerned about the good that comes from a
truly Christian life. When our selfishness becomes strong
enough, we abandon our careful pretence and the evil in
us snatches away our innocence. There is no defence in
a "hired man", one who lives as a Christian for the merit
he gets out of it. Only a genuine acceptance of Jesus'
love to work in our lives for others, "the good shepherd",
can put off the evil that attacks and so preserve our
innocence.
14 - 16 "I am the good shepherd and I know my own and
my own know me, as the Father knows me and I know
the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. And
other sheep I have which are not of this fold. Them also I
must bring and they will hear my voice, and there will be
one flock, one shepherd.
Once we accept Jesus as our good shepherd, there is a
real unity of our life and his. We know him as the life and
joy in all that we do, and he knows this joyful acceptance
as his life in us. Such a reciprocal uniting of our life and
his images the way God's life was inflowing and being
received in Jesus, to give it a permanent presence with
us for all time. It was by his putting off of all the evil of
mankind that Jesus laid down our old way of life to take
up the life of God. In a similar way, we have to put off our
evil in his strength and take up his life to become our life.
(Continued on page 8)

Person to Person - The Gospel of John
(Continued from page 7)

There is always a danger that we will think that
Jesus' work belongs to Christians, and that it can only
help those who know about his life and worship in
Christian communions. Jesus takes care at this point to
remind us that his work is for all men and women of
every religion and faith. It includes those who "are not of
this fold". His effort to come into their lives can be
accepted by these who are taught basic truths in many
different ways, even though they may not know his
name. Jesus has sheep in many different folds. Every
religion and nation has the fundamental ideas involved
in the ten commandments and the command to love the
neighbour. Human society cannot exist without such a
structure. And the multitudes that exist in the so-called
Christian world without any real knowledge of Christ still
have this basic way Jesus can work with them. This
enables everyone to choose to use life for others and so
to let the Lord in through the inner door into their minds.

continued

Many may not be able to develop that life greatly in this
world, but life after death gives the opportunity to learn
more and develop what was started here. Wherever
providence may have placed us in this world, whatever
religious "fold" we may have been born in or found, we
all have one shepherd and, here or hereafter, the Lord
in his love will bring us into one flock. Jesus' work on
earth was for all mankind, and he brought God's life to
be a presence for all of us for all time.
You may come across translations which speak of
"one fold, one shepherd", but these go back to an error
in Jerome's Latin Vulgate. The correct translation, and a
marvelous alliteration in the Greek, is "one flock, one
shepherd".
Person to Person - The Gospel of John
To be continued

A Retirement Present and other matters
I am sure that readers of Lifeline will be interested to see how former
Secretary of Conference, Gordon Kuphal, has used part of his retirement
present from the Church. Gordon writes: “The picture, taken by Viv, shows
me comfortably ensconced in my reclining chair, engrossed in a book and
enjoying my retirement”. A matching foot-rest was also purchased.

Gordon has also been making wider use of his computer. Last year he came
across an article in The Independent on the Fifty Best New Year's
Resolutions. The last one was - Check your beliefs. It referred to a website:
www.selectsmart.com. Gordon checked out the web site and found that it
included multiple choice questions to test your spiritual beliefs. It happened
to mention that one of the topics was "How Swedenborgian are you?"
Gordon did the Swedenborgian test and was relieved to find that he did turn
out to be quite strongly Swedenborgian!
Readers of Lifeline with access to the internet might like to try it for
themselves. It is best to go directly to the religion section of this site by
entering the following address: www.selectsmart.com/religion.html
You will then see two columns of Religion Selectors. “How Swedenborgian are you” is near the bottom of the first
column. Click on this entry and you will go to a new page. Scroll down this page and you will find 24 questions
against which you can score “I agree”, “I disagree”, or “Not sure”. The questions start with concepts of God and move
on to life after death, deeper meaning in the Bible, freewill and salvation. When you have finished entering your
choices for each question you select “Show me my results”. This will lead to a new page where, in red type, it will tell
you which of four categories you best match. The four categories are: “The Swedenborgian religion might be for
you”, “The Swedenborgian religion is too ‘Christian’ for you”, “The Swedenborgian religion is too ‘heretical’ for you”
and “The Swedenborgian religion is NOT for you”.
Follow Gordon’s example and have a go on this most unusual site.
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Editor

Prayer
Our need for more prayerfulness
In the latest issue of ‘Ministry’ a magazine for pastors
that comes each month, there is an interview with Bill
Black who is the chaplain to the US Senate. He talks
well about a minister’s own spiritual needs, and he
ernphasises his own personal need for much
prayerfulness. “I can’t preach without praying; I can’t
study without praying; I can’t live without praying.” And
he goes on to say that for him, God is a constant
companion with whom he shares his deepest feelings
and thoughts.
I imagine that a person like Bill Black doesn’t frame
his prayers in carefully-chosen words but gets himself
more into a state of prayerfulness. It’s this state of
prayerfulness which is important to me, and intrigues
me, because it is a very different thing from the formal
prayers we offer in Church or anywhere else, using
selected words we put together to say to the Lord.
So put the formalities of prayer on one side and think
more about prayerfulness. It’s really something that isn’t
easy to put into words. Prayerfulness is more how you
are, and what is going on in you as you consider a
particular situation or a person from your sense and
understanding of the Lord’s will. It is perhaps put best as
being open to the Lord.
This state of openness to the Lord or prayerfulness
is something for us to try our best to develop and
regularly make use of. I see it happening in a number of
people when I talk with them, often about a person’s
difficulty or a situation that isn’t easy to resolve. We
move away from the facts and options and come to it
much more from the heart. And what often happens is
that some loving and tender words are shared - a sense
of compassion or pity for the person or situation. And
yes, sometimes the possibility of a way through begins to
make itself known.

Pamela Ryder gave us an interesting Service in
February, based on prayer. She asked us to think
carefully about what we prayed for and the manner in
which we prayed. I’ve often thought that prayer should
be a talking to God about spiritual matters - our
attempts to open our hearts to the love and wisdom
flowing constantly from the Lord. But I often find myself
praying for people I will never meet in places I will never
visit - people who are suffering poverty, hunger,
violence, loneliness, or personal disaster: and there
seems to be no visible answer.
Yet we know that God seldom answers prayers by
performing spectacular miracles. We repeat weekly “He
works in man and by him”. The responsibility of finding
an answer to mankind’s problems, and repairing the
9

The interesting thing is that very often in such
discussions there has been no direct mention of the
Lord, but His presence is there nonetheless in the care
and concern and wisdom. That is what I mean by
prayerfulness. It is like standing where you feel the Lord
would be standing, feeling like the Lord would be feeling,
and allowing this to be expressed from your heart. And
the Lord comes into this openness towards Himself and
teaches us what to say and the way we can feel.
Prayerfulness changes us and makes us more human.
In the gospels, Jesus ordered a demon to come out
of a little child, and the disciples came afterwards asking
why they were unable to cast the demon out. Jesus told
them it was because of their unbelief, and went on to
point out the key importance of prayer and fasting.
Prayer is when you are being open to the Lord and
allowing yourself to receive Him. Fasting, on the other
hand, is when you put yourself aside (it means denying
yourself) and you are prepared to respond openly and
sincerely.
There’s a very helpful passage in Apocalypse
Explained 325 which helps us see more about
prayerfulness:
“The heart of a person is his love, and his love
is his life, and so his prayer has a quality
according to his love and his life. So in the
spiritual sense prayer means a life that comes
from love and charity. And a person continually
prays when he is in charity, although not with
his mouth yet with his heart because what he
loves is continually in his thought, even though
he is unconscious of it.”
Rev Julian Duckworth
From the Sydney Newsletter

results of his mistakes, lies with us. Our prayers must
be backed by actions. Some may choose to work
directly in the caring, healing professions or education;
those too young, too old, or too infirm can still support
charities by service or cash, help at home, support
bereaved, ill, or lonely neighbours, by behaving
peacefully and refusing to hate.
Thus we are working towards an answer to our
prayers for the victims of man’s inhumanity to man,
remembering always “the life of religion is to do good”.
In so doing we could be helping to answer another
person’s prayer - or perhaps our own?
From the Chester Newsletter

A Presidential Musing on the New Church College
This is the third part of a history of the New Church College written by the late Bruce Taylor, who served as President
for 18 years. This part continues the story from the end of Rev Ian Arnold’s time as Principal.

A phase of very much work followed
In 1996, it was time for Ian Arnold to return to society
pastoral duties in his own country. It will, I think, be
appreciated that somebody who has dedicated his life’s
work to church ministry, must not remain as an academic
for too long a period of time. He must eventually return to
his first love. Now the College Council had to find a
replacement Principal, one who was in sympathy with
and, what is more important, capable of carrying on with
all the great new workload that had been set in motion. A
very tall order - where do you find a person with such
attributes? Again, advertising was carried out
internationally. As it turned out the candidate chosen
was from almost next-door, in the person of John
Presland. From a family and Church history point of view
this was also rather nice, as one of the earliest Principals
at the New Church College, when it was in London, was
one of John’s ancestors.

Ambience
The college building was now buzzing with activity, but
not with visible students. As we will see in a moment,
these new students were still in Lincoln, Moscow,
California, or wherever! A college without students
present may have been the impression given to the
casual observer. "What is the College doing with its staff
and premises?" was the question asked.
Staffing
At this time, we were so fortunate to get John’s services
with his varied and multiple talents, but over and above
this, there was detected his drive and determination to
make the new system work, in spite of the exceedingly
heavy workload. John is far from put off by hard work. It
is to him an added challenge. Much preliminary study
and hard work had to be done, before the new course
delivery could even start. This was tackled in a most
professional way and it involved the temporary work of
suitable consultants. It also involved the use of extra part
time staff at the College; most noticeable were a
librarian, and an Assistant Principal. Even physically
there was much re-arrangement of the premises. The
library had to be expanded really extensively, and its
catalogue computerised, in order to be able send all the
required books and materials out on loan to these new
dispersed students.

Student body
Word had got around about the new courses and this
interest was spread from Canada to Moscow, from
Australia to Scotland! The numbers were enrolled just as
soon as the courses were ready. Of course, all this work
had to be assessed and feedback provided to the
students without any delay. What a task!
Curriculum
Though there were new areas of study introduced, this in
fact was not greatly different from previous courses in
content, and levels. The really big difference was the
huge amount of work that had to go into designing the
courses in the new format, that is, the format known as
learning objectives and outcomes, a really huge paper
exercise. All who have had dealings with the Open
University will know of the huge amount of paperwork
that is generated on their courses. Our courses were not
much different! This task was tackled by John and his
staff with enthusiasm and, indeed, alacrity, even though
sometimes the course was still being prepared only days
before it was due to be sent out to the students!
Interaction
This was tremendous and world wide. We discovered
that in New Church circles we were the only college
offering such courses, even though the other countries
had the same cultural problems as ourselves, and in
their cases they were compounded by even larger
geographical separation between college and student.
Other New Church colleges around the world, in Africa
and Australia, came over to learn from us. We were now,
at the College, in the vanguard!
Funding
Such a huge exercise as this was bound to cost much
money. This demand put great strains on the College
revenue account. The Charity Commission pointed out to
us that our first priority under our Scheme was to provide
New Church education. This provision was placed ahead
of providing bursaries and grants. So, unfortunately, the
issue of these had to be severely reduced. So, back to
General Conference in this country to provide for the
student costs! Fortunately, at this time various donations
and funds were received, which, under the terms of the
bequests, had to be shared between the College and the
Conference organisation for educational purposes.
Providence again!
(Continued on page 11)
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Overall
The situation now is that more people are receiving
formal and structured New Church education, provided
from this country, than at any other time in history. The
numbers now involved could not be housed in one
building, certainly not residentially. The new courses are
still being written and, of course, modified in the light of
experience, as the new demands come in, and all these
have to be administered and marked. The postage
account has gone up, and e-mail facilities widely used.
Things have indeed changed in the 30 years since
Woodford Green!

enthusiastic people are handling the ongoing work. It is
so fortunate that hard working John and his equally hard
working team are still on the staff to handle the huge
workload on a day-to-day basis. Over and above his
normal duties, the many-talented John' with his
intensive banking background, is also of tremendous
use to the College whenever major financial operations
like budgeting are taking place. The new President is
Christopher Chambers, a very sound educational man.
The Secretary is David Haseler, who brings with him his
New Church pedigree and a lifelong interest and
enthusiasm for the work of the College. Also, there is
Richard Nicholls, who is a most efficient and, at the
same time, a very pleasant Treasurer. What a lovely
combination to work with.

Footnote
Even though the work at the College was one of my
prime interests and passions for many years now,
unfortunately my health is such that I had to resign from
my duties at the College this year. I am happy to say
that I am more than pleased that competent and

I am quite content that the College will go from
strength to strength.
Bruce Taylor
October 2002

Sandpaper
Sandpaper must be one of the most universally used
'tools' for those who indulge in a bit of do-it-yourself. I
was told very early on that the really important part of
the job was the serious preparation beforehand and the
amount of elbow grease applied, if the paintwork or the
varnish was going to look its best. You fill all the cracks,
bumps, and holes, and then out with the sandpaper and
get everything smooth and flat. The better this gets
done, the better the final result. No good just painting
over the cracks!
Think of the story of the two houses- one built on
the rock and the other built on the sand - that comes at
the end of the 'Sermon on the Mount' Matt 7:24-27. It
draws a parallel between DIY and the building of a truly
Christian life and character. As we put His teaching into
practice the Lord tells us, so we build our spiritual home
on sound foundations.
Do it yourself is however only one part of the
picture. We all need a hand with a major project
sometimes, perhaps a little expert assistance or advice,
and this one is no exception. Elsewhere in the Word the
psalmist tells the people “unless the Lord build the
house, its builders labour in vain" Ps 127:1. This asks
us to recognise that we can only build a truly Christian
life and character when the Lord is enabling us, by
means of His Holy Spirit, enlightening, empowering and
encouraging. Without His help we would make a very
poor job of things, but in the rough and tumble of
everyday and in the apparent rough justice that is life,
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somehow in a remarkable way, by following Jesus, the
cutting edges to our words become rounded, gentler
and more understanding; the sharp corners of our
character are smoothed out, and from rough diamonds
there develop rounded and balanced people.
If we prayerfully call on the Lord's expert assistance
it is often by means of those times when life is rough
and rubs us up the wrong way that we become properly
rounded people, and the blemishes in our character are
put right. It is as if a little spiritual sandpapering is being
done to help us put a far better quality finish to the
character or 'spiritual home' that we are building than
we could ever achieve alone. Out of our amateur efforts
to renovate our lives, an angelic individual gradually
emerges, especially when we invite the 'arm of the Lord'
to work within us.

(Continued on page 12)

Notices
Purley Chase
Garden Party
Please note that the Purley Chase
Garden Party to be held on June 19th
2004 has been cancelled. Wilf and Irene
have agreed to stay until the start of the
redevelopment of Purley Chase in 2005
and the special Retirement Garden Party
will now be held on June 18th 2005. Any
donations received so far will be banked
and saved until next year.

This new booklet, in the
style of ‘The Everyday
Life of an Angel’ is now
available from:
New Church House,
34 John Dalton Street
Manchester M2 6LE
0161 834 4192

Birth Announcement
Tim and Lara Nicholls are pleased to announce
the safe arrival of Jason Theo born on Thursday
25th March 2004. Mum, Dad and baby are all
doing well. We feel truly blessed with our beautiful
gift from the Lord.
Amendment to Lara and Tim Nicholls address:
Please note that our postcode should read BR3
3QQ and not as written in the Year book.

(Continued from page 11)

The more we reflect the more we realise how much the Lord contributes. His life provides the design and
blueprint. His Providence ensures the preparation work is done. His love in our hearts enables us to build and His
Word provides the truth from which we build.
As we hopefully become better, wiser and more rounded people, we build our unique character as if of
ourselves. In reality it is the hand of the Lord working in us and through us that ensures that out of Life's rough and
tumble, that appears so arbitrary and unfair, emerges a handcrafted quality of final finish to the character that is our
unique spiritual home. Any angel will tell you that whilst they choose to build a heavenly character the result is the
Lord's doing and it is wonderful in their eyes.
Rev Clifford Curry
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