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Good News!
Two items of really good news came through my email system since I sent the February
issue of Lifeline to the printers. The first was a description by Rev Robert Gill of a recent
event at Paisley and the second was of an event at Oaklands, Birmingham reported by
Rev Rita Russell. I hope you enjoy reading them and if you have something similar that
you can write about then please send it to me, with pictures if you have them.
Editor

Paisley
JOURNAL OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE NEW CHURCH

You may be interested to hear that Scotland’s Churches Scheme held its 10th Annual
Gathering today in Paisley. Our Paisley church has been a member of the scheme for
around 6 or 7 years, and as a member features in the Guidebook, “Churches to Visit in
Scotland”. There are now about 900 member churches and the number is growing each
year.
The Annual Gathering moves around Scotland and this was the first time that it has
been held in Paisley. Today’s gathering was extra special in that it was attended by the
Scheme’s new patron HRH The Princess Royal. Dorothy Turner and I attended as our
church’s official representatives and we both got to meet the Princess. When I told her
that we were the only Swedenborgian Church in Scotland she asked me “Why in
Paisley?” And there was I all ready to give my brief answer to the question, “What is the
Swedenborgian Church?”
However, lots of other people did ask me “What is the Swedenborgian Church?” It is
also evident that the Director and Committee members of the Scheme value our
membership and they made a point of coming to speak to me. I think the fact that we are
the only one of our kind in Scotland works to our advantage here. Lots of people want to
know more about us.
After the official proceedings in the Cathedral, we had a buffet lunch in the Town
Hall. Following the lunch the Committee had arranged for 5 of Paisley’s most “fascinating
town centre churches” to be open for viewing by the Scheme members. To our
astonishment our church was chosen as one of the five. Indeed the organisers had
particularly wanted the Princess to visit us but unfortunately her schedule did not permit
her to stay in Paisley beyond the lunch and she was not able to do so. However, we did
have quite a number of visitors, including the Director of the Scheme, and we presented
them all with our welcome leaflet which gives a brief introduction to the church’s history
and teachings.
(Continued on page 2)
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Good News

continued

(Continued from page 1)

There is talk of the Scheme organising a special Sunday when member congregations will be encouraged to
attend Service in another member church of a different tradition – an opportunity to sample different styles of
worship. So who knows we may have in this an opportunity to share something of our New Church treasures with a
wider audience. So in a small way I hope that today has brought the name of our church forward a little. Dorothy and I
really enjoyed the whole event with its opportunity of meeting so many new people.
Rev Robert Gill

Oaklands, Birmingham
On Sunday 18th we were hosts to the evening service
for the Handsworth Wood service for the week of prayer
for Christian Unity. As we were hosts I had to put the
service together with the aid of a published booklet
which I adapted and found more suitable material. I
worked on a Powerpoint (a Microsoft product)
presentation with the help of the minister and a member
of the local United Reformed church so that we didn't
have to have service sheets. The member added
wonderful pictures on Rainbows, Crosses and Doves one of the themes of the service - the main one being
PEACE.
The eight ministers in the district took part plus
Alison Baxter, the final year ordination student from
USA who has been working with me for 3
weeks (Catholic, Anglican [High and Low],
Methodist, United Reformed and Church of God of
Prophecy). Rev Dr David Hewlett, the principal of the
ecumenical College for ministerial training in
Birmingham gave the 'sermon'. Ten lay people of all
these churches also took part in the story of the rainbow
- an Indian legend - and another presentation on the
Invisible Rainbow written by the minister of
URC. People also came up to the altar rail for
healing. 67 people, including a good turn out of
Oaklands people, came to enjoy Oaklands hospitality
(drinks, cakes including delicious meringues). Many
positive exchanges were given and received. There
was a very welcoming, friendly atmosphere. Oaklands
gave a very good impression.
Sunday 25th I am leading the whole worship service
at the URC and their minister is taking the service at
Oaklands. Thursday 29th Oaklands is hosting the InterChurch meeting of the ministers over a working lunch.
I know how fortunate we are here in
Birmingham. The minister who initiated the whole group
is still working in the area - he obviously had a
wonderful vision.
Rev Rita Russell
Some examples of the Powerpoint slides used in the
service are shown opposite. Editor
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In Memory

Rev Dennis Duckworth

It is really impossible to do justice to the memory of the late Rev Dennis Duckworth; there were so many facets to his
life and he influenced those he met in so many different ways. Nevertheless I have printed below two perspectives
on his life. Firstly the address given by Rev Alan Lewin at Dennis’ funeral at the Accrington New Church on 3rd
January and secondly a presentation made by the former Secretary of Conference, Gordon Kuphal, at the
Celebration of Dennis’ life held at Swedenborg hall on Saturday 24th January.
Editor
Dennis was born in Accrington in the year 1911, he was to
be the older of two brothers. As a young boy he first of all
attended the New Church Day School here and after it
closed the Benjamin Hargreaves Day School. When he
was 11 he transferred to the Central School for three years
after which he worked in the family grocer's shop until he
went to the Accrington Art School. Here his talent for art
was recognised and he could have gone on to Art College
in London. However Dennis was also committed to the
New Church and when the minister here, Mr Edge (whose
beautiful portrait in the vestry is worth seeing) suggested
the ministry Dennis chose to go to the New Church College
in Woodford Green. Under Eric Sutton, Dennis had an
inspiring and intensive four years study leading to his
ordination in 1939. His first pastorate was at Preston and
during his first service there and entirely unconnected with
it, the second world war was declared. As well as being
minister at Preston, Dennis served in the Home Guard and
told stories of guarding the docks at Preston. London was
always to have a pull on Dennis and in 1946 he was
pleased to accept an invitation to serve at his beloved
Camden Road Church The society eventually transferred
to North Finchley where Dennis served until he retired at
70. During some of the time at North Finchley he was also
minister at the Kensington Society.
Dennis also served the church in many other ways. He
was President of Conference on two occasions. Dennis
had a long association with the Swedenborg Society. For
over sixty years he was a member of their Advisory and
Revision board where his skills as a Latinist were well
used. He also served for many years on the Swedenborg
Society Council culminating in his being President from
1984 to 1987. Last year the society conferred Honorary
Life Membership on Dennis, an honour he greatly
appreciated. Dennis was also a Hebrew Scholar. With his
colleagues Herbert Mongredien and Norman Ryder he
translated the first five books of the Old Testament which
were published as the `Pentateuch' in 1970. The value of a
New Church translation of the Word has perhaps not been
recognised as much as it might have been – the
Pentateuch was a fine achievement. Along with Latin and
Hebrew Dennis also learnt Greek the language of the New
Testament at Wood ford Green. It is worth noting that
Dennis's New Churchmanship included his conviction that
the Word for the New Church was the Old Testament, the
New Testament and the Writings.
One of Dennis's greatest gifts was his ability to share
his learning and scholarship with others. For many years
he lectured at the New Church College but for me Purley
Chase, the New Church's residential centre, was where
Dennis came into his own. With the aid of his unique
diagrams he was able, from his love of the Writings, teach
New Church doctrine to young people. I have to say I
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remember listening to Dennis teaching us about things
such as discrete degrees and correspondences and being
both fascinated and inspired by them. Dennis Duckworth is
quite definitely one of the reasons I am here today as a
New Church minister. After many years of working at
Summer School Dennis then went on to run the Senior
Studies for twenty years at Purley Chase and those who
attended loved it.
Dennis also wrote. Many people here will have read
his book for young people `Better Than Gold', he edited the
New Church Magazine to a high standard and recently
published a personal history of Conference, `The
Branching Tree.'
Dennis's art was integral to his ministry. He was a fine
painter recognised by the fact that his art was frequently
exhibited in London, Manchester and in Accrington's own
gallery the Haworth Art Gallery where another exhibition of
Dennis's work opens next Wednesday.
Dennis also wrote children's stories for the comic
`Robin' and had his stories broadcast on Children's Hour
including one on Helen Keller whom he met personally .
Many people remember Dennis for his story telling when at
times he could make use of poetic licence and his
conjuring tricks. Dennis also loved music, he could play the
piano well but he considered himself a `cellist. He was a
member of the Robert Cunliffe Orchestra in Accrington and
whilst in London he played in an orchestra in Highgate as
well as in string quartets.
Dennis was a family man. He married his first wife,
Ruth, after leaving college in 1939 and their long marriage
was blessed with three sons, Simon, Paul and Julian. Ruth
increasingly suffered from rheumatoid arthritis but died
unexpectedly returning from holiday in 1967. Then in
November 1968 Dennis and Mary were married at Claytonle-Moors New Church by his close friend and colleague
Herbert Mongredien. Their daughter Bridget was born
prematurely a year later. She was a beautiful daughter for
Dennis and Mary and lived for 21 months. Their marriage
was also blessed with their sons Micah and Gabriel.
In Conference history I guess Dennis may well remain
unique in having both a son and a wife ordained into the
ministry. It was certainly a proud moment for Dennis when
Mary was the first woman to be ordained as a Conference
minister.
Dennis was a strong minded individual and not afraid to
voice strong opinions. As a person he was not easy to get
close to and his emotions were perhaps more expressed
through his art and literature.
(Continued on page 4)

(Continued from page 3)

Dennis Duckworth was the most remarkable man I have
ever known. Whether you remember him as the person who
has held Swedenborg's skull in his hands, owned an
original Piccaso vase, could take an obscure text from
Ezekiel on billowing sleeves and a whitewashed wall and
preach a fine Conference sermon on it or taught you the
`Shema' Dennis was unique and will have left each of us so
much. What a privilege to have known him.
Rev Alan Lewin

Somewhere in a remote, inaccessible recess of our minds
lay the thought that Dennis, like the rest of us, was getting
older, but that was not how it seemed in most of our mind or
in our heart.
I am not sure when I first met the Duckworth family, but
it must have been some fifty years ago – perhaps at a
Holiday Centre or at Barnes Close. Dennis had changed
very little from those distant times.
My earliest memories of him are at the Summer
Schools at Purley Chase in the nineteen-fifties, where he
taught us the Hebrew alphabet and the first elements of the
Hebrew language. My knowledge of Hebrew has never
progressed beyond that, but I am very grateful for what I did
learn from him and his dear friend, Herbert Mongredien. On
a good day, I can still recognize and name the letters of the
alphabet. Like so many of us, I was fascinated to hear
Dennis, in a sermon, drawing spiritual lessons from the
original Hebrew of the Old Testament – even from details of
the letters.
Dennis’s knowledge of the history of the New Church
was so comprehensive. How blessed we are that he was
able to write his informative and readable history of the
General Conference, A Branching Tree. He joined the
Library & Documents Committee in 1946 and remained a
member for all the rest of his life. I was appointed to that
Committee just thirty years ago – and I know that we shall
miss Dennis enormously.
How much we enjoyed at our meetings when the name
of some lesser-known New Church worthy from the past
cropped up. There would be a slight pause as Dennis sat
back and collected his thoughts – perhaps repeating the
name as though savouring some particularly tasty morsel.
Then he would fill in details about the person – their family,
their ancestors and descendants, where they lived, what
they did, and he might well tell us some amusing or
interesting anecdote about him or her. He never bored us;
he never went on too long. And when, as so often, a
package of old photographs turned up at one of our
meetings, it was to Dennis that we would first turn to identify
elderly and unfamiliar faces.
In spite of his interest in history, Dennis had a
remarkable freshness and vitality. He seemed to keep up
with the times. One small example of this was when three
years ago the name of the Library & Documents Committee
was changed to the Library & Archives Committee. By that
time, Dennis had served on the Library & Documents
Committee for fifty-four years, but, thereafter, I never heard
him call it anything other than the Library & Archives
Committee – which is more than I can say for the rest of us.
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Dennis was a writer; he was a painter; and he was a
musician. I suppose because of my own love of music I was
especially impressed by his gift for music. I rarely heard him
play his cello, but I often heard him play the piano. At
Conference last July, he played the piano for one of the
morning services. At the end of that service, he played a
delightful, simple, lively piece (I think from memory) with a
freshness and vitality which some pianists a third of his age
would not match. I’m glad to say that I spoke to him about
this at the time.
Yes, Dennis seemed to have a quality of eternal youth
and vigour about him. Do you remember, at the Annual
Meeting of Conference in 2001, Dennis gave a talk about
some of his ‘apocalyptic’ paintings? He stood in front of us
with his walking-stick, but that was there more to point at
the paintings than as a support for him to lean on. He held
us enthralled for half an hour or so. How many people even
remotely approaching his age could do anything like that
without faltering?
But I also had a special personal reason for
appreciating Dennis. He was almost the last of the surviving
people who was a friend, and more or less a contemporary,
of my father and my mother. My mother died in 1975 and
my father as long ago as 1953. Dennis still provided a link
to them. He reminded me of this only in October, when my
wife and I were invited as special guests to the Ministers’
Seminar.
We all admired Dennis’s devotion to the teachings of
the New Church. He must have been influential in moulding
the faith of so many people in the Church. We respected
what he had to say. How much we have learned and gained
from his life. And thank you, Mary, for cherishing him.
Gordon Kuphal

Person to Person - The Gospel of John
This is the twentieth part of the serialisation of the late Rev Paul Vickers’ commentary on the Gospel of John.
Paul commenced his work with the following words:

“It seems incredible to say that we could form part of a group learning from a disciple who
walked and talked with Jesus Christ, and yet that is the opportunity John's gospel opens up.”
CHAPTER EIGHT
JESUS REJECTED IN JERUSALEM
30 - 59 BEING MADE FREE
It would appear that a good proportion of the crowd
begins to accept Jesus' claim to be their Saviour. Indeed,
it is difficult to understand the reluctance of the Jewish
authorities to arrest him openly, unless a large crowd
supported him and might be expected to cause trouble.
At a great feast, it would be a very mixed crowd,
including many of the Dispersion, converts to Judaism,
and ordinary country folk with no claims to Jewish
authority. The argument which breaks out now is
specifically said to be with "the Jews", those in the crowd
whose claim to be the chosen people made it so difficult
for them to accept anything else. In the parable of the
gospel, they stand for the evil in each one of us which
cannot accept the control of God's love, and which seeks
to control the whole of our lives.
The argument which follows seems increasingly
bitter, as Jesus drives the Jews from the position that
Abraham is their father to the claim that God is their
father, and then, because of their evil, accuses them of
having the devil for their father. Such an unrelenting
attack seems at odds with the picture of a loving Saviour.
But we have seen before that it is a mistake to see
Jesus' love as merely sentimental. His love has the zeal
to save everyone. But those in evil cannot be saved
unless they can be brought to recognize their evil and
choose to reject it. Indeed, it is sheer torment for
someone to be evil and still try to hang on to what is
good. It tears the person apart. It is necessary to bring
everyone to a point where he or she can choose in
freedom the kind of life they want. Then they can have
the joy of what is good, or submerge themselves in the
restricted unclean pleasure of what is evil. It is real love
that tries to open up the minds of these Jews. He is
separating this kind of evil from all those who truly
believe in him.
30 - 36 As he spoke these things, many believed in him.
So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If
you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples; and
you will know the truth and the truth will set you free".
They answered him, "We are Abraham's seed and have
never been in bondage to anyone. How then do you say,
'You will become free'?" Jesus answered them, "Truly,
truly, I say to you, everyone who practises sin is the
slave of sin. Now the slave does not abide in the house
for ever. The Son abides for ever. So if the Son sets you
free, you will really be free.
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It may seem strange that, having expressed belief in
Jesus, these Jews immediately dissent from what he
says. However, their acceptance was only superficial,
rather like our own when we assert we are Christians
without considering how much of our accepted way of
life we shall have to change. The idea that they need to
be made free rouses immediate disagreement; just as
the idea that we need to change many cherished selfish
habits makes us reject the truth we have accepted,
because we think the evil that enslaves us is freedom.
The promises made to Abraham that God would
make him a great nation over the earth had been
assumed by the Jews to mean that they were entitled to
the control of the earth, and that all others were lesser
people to serve them. Despite their political position as a
subject people, they regarded themselves as free by
right.
Real freedom can exist only where there is love for
others. Then you are free to choose whom you will help
and in what way you will help. You can freely multiply
your activities and extend them in every possible way.
Where there is love of self, you must take everything for
yourself. You are a slave to your own evil. You cannot
see the good of another, because it would harm you and
what you want. So life becomes restricted to what you
can see benefits you. You cease to have a place in the
household of the human race, because you cannot
accept or understand the good of others. The manners
of the "house" are alien to you and you cannot live with
others. The others are free in the life of the house
because, in however small a way, they understand, plan
for, and joy in the good of others. They are sons of God.
But the slave to evil and sin, though by hypocrisy he may
seem to enter the house, cannot stay there. His selfwanting casts him out. It is only "the Son" who can make
you free in the house, because he is the loving wisdom
that comes from God. If we live by his life we are truly
free.
37 - 40 "I know that you are Abraham's seed, but you
seek to kill me, because my word finds no place in you. I
speak what I have seen with my Father, and you do what
you have seen with your father". They answered and
said to him, "Our father is Abraham!" Jesus said to them,
"If you were children of Abraham, you would do the
works of Abraham. But now you seek to kill me, a man
who has spoken to you the truth which I heard from God.
Abraham did not do that. You do the works of your
father".

(Continued on page 6)

(Continued from page 5)

The Jews' claim to be the children of Abraham was
because they thought they were physically descended
from him, but they forgot that the promises made to
Abraham were made because of his way of life, because
of his upright nature. Jesus' insistence drives home to
them that they can only claim the rights of Abraham if
they behave like him. Unlike Abraham, they are seeking
to kill him because he tells them the truth. It is possible
that Jesus had in mind the way Abraham received the
messengers sent to him from God (Genesis 18) whom
he listened to, treating them with all honour and
obedience.
In the Old Testament, the life of Abraham shows the
way the love of God can be received into a human mind
and develop its powers for others. Here we have
portrayed the mind that rejects the love that is God,
preferring selfish pride and possession. Whilst it is true
that the Jewish authorities were seeking physically to kill
Jesus, we are more concerned here with the spiritual
killing of his kind of life in the mind of one who seeks
only selfish greed and dominion. Whenever we fail to
accept the teaching of Jesus in our life, we are seeking
the death of God's presence in us because we will not
accept its way of love and service.
41 - 44 So they said to him, "We have not been born of
fornication. We have one father, God." So Jesus said to
them, "If God were your father, you would have loved
me, for I came and am come forth from God. For I have
not come of myself, but he sent me. Why do you not
understand what I say? Because you cannot hear my
word! You are of your father, the devil, and you want to
do the lusts of your father. He was a murderer from the
beginning, and has not stood with the truth, because
there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks falsehood,
he speaks from his own, for he is a liar and the father of
lies".

was to take and not to give to all those he makes, he
could not give away life to them. So his kind of world
only works because it is designed for life to be shared,
and for everyone to try to give to others. A "taking" world
is quite a different thing. A world in which just one can
take everything is feasible, but that could never create
anyone else; a selfish God would never make a creation.
A world in which two or more want to take is quite
impossible. That must lead to conflict of use and
ownership of everything. So a selfish world, much as we
might like it, is not really feasible. The debate, then, is
not between two possible courses of action, but about
one course of life and action that we either co-operate
with or deny. There can be two opinions on how to help
somebody else; there cannot be two opinions on
whether we should help somebody else. It is by definition
the only purpose of life. When, like these Jews, we want
to dominate and take and control everything and
everyone, we are fundamentally in opposition to God.
And such a way of life cannot exist partially. It will always
grow to want everything. Jesus is not demanding of them
a way of life that will suit him; from his divine nature he is
asking for the only way of life that will include and help
everyone. That is why he so condemns their denial of his
way.
45 - 47 "And because I myself speak the truth, you do
not believe me. Which of you convicts me of sin? But if I
speak the truth, why do you not believe me? He who is
of God hears God's words. The reason you do not hear
is that you are not of God".
We come to the inevitable conclusion: only by accepting
a way of love in life can we accept truth from God. Only
a change in the way we want to live will enable us to
hear the truth from God. The way love creates us and
seeks our good cannot be "convicted of sin". His way is
the only way all can find the joy of serving all others. To
reject that cuts us off from the real point of being alive.

Opposition to Jesus must come from the devil, so if they
oppose him they are children of the devil. We are
accustomed to debate a choice between two opinions
about something, so we find the extremes of this
argument too much. On many things, there is room for
two opinions. What we may fail to see is that this is not a
matter of two opinions. What is at issue is a matter of
two ways of life, and there is no compromise possible. If
you love others, all you want and plan and do is of that
kind. It gives its life and energy away to others. If you
love yourself, then every thought and effort looks to
helping yourself. Any service done for others will be
because of something you will get out of it. The love of
self becomes the origin and the purpose of everything;
"the devil is your father". Now a choice between these
two ways of life is not a matter of opinion. It is a matter of
consequences.

48 - 51 So the Jews answered and said to him, "Do we
not say rightly that you are a Samaritan, and have a
demon?" Jesus answered, "I do not have a demon; but I
honour my Father, and you dishonour me. But I do not
seek my own glory. There is one who seeks and judges.
Truly, truly, say to you, if anyone keeps my word, he will
never see death."

The Jews, believing they were his chosen people,
claimed God as their father. God made creation, and
men and women in it, because he wanted to give his life
away; God is indeed our father. So the creation is
designed for that way of living. Indeed, you cannot have
a creation without that prime purpose. If God's nature

The "glory" that comes from the life of God is the use
that is served to all in his world. God does not seek that
for his own aggrandizement, but simply for the good it
can do to all. As such life works in the world it seeks that
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We saw in chapter 4 how the Jews despised Samaritans
because they regarded them as not having the truth of
God's Word. In a comprehensive denunciation they say
that Jesus does not have the truth, that is a Samaritan
and also is powered by a devil. If anyone rejects God it
must be by this double rejection, that truth is untrue and
that love is hatred. To live selfishly is this total rejection
of God's nature and the wisdom about life that comes
from it.

(Continued on page 7)
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purpose but, inevitably, it also judges between good and
evil. It gives power to what is good, and restrains what is
evil so that it does the least possible harm both to others
and the evildoer.
Then comes another memorable saying, introduced
with the emphatic "Amen, amen". Anyone who keeps the
truth received from Jesus will never see death. Because
we tend to regard physical death as of first importance,
such sayings were interpreted by many to mean they
would never die. But spiritual death, the inability to help
or serve another, is the really important thing. Physical
death is just the way the Lord gives us entrance to a new
life. It is the inevitable end to natural life and the
beginning of spiritual life. Spiritual death is the real
danger. If we live by the truth, spiritual death can have
no power over us, for evil cannot enter our life to destroy
us.
52 - 55 So the Jews said to him, "Now we know you
have a demon. Abraham and the prophets died, and you
say, 'If anyone keeps my word, he will never taste death'.
Are you greater than our father Abraham, who died? And
the prophets, who died? Whom are you making
yourself?" Jesus answered, "If I glorify myself, my glory
is nothing. It is my Father who glorifies me. And you say
that he is your God, and you have not known him. But I
know him, and if I say that I do not know him I shall be a
liar like you. But I know him and I keep his word".
It is little wonder these Jews cannot accept what Jesus
says, for their minds are on physical death. But there is a
deeper message here in their rejection. They insist that
Abraham and the prophets are dead; but Abraham's life
presents to us how God's life of love comes into a man
or woman, and the truth the prophets taught is always
true and alive. The Jews' declaration really expresses
the attitude of an evil life: no love from God lives on in it,
and no truth speaks to it.
All of God's glory is the use his life serves to his
children in the world. The love of God glorified in this
way the life of Jesus. Truth by itself would not have this
"glory"; only the love of God brings such power in Jesus.
So in this most intimate way Jesus knows his Father and
that love powers all the obedience of his life. But the
Jews know nothing of this love that is entering the world
in Jesus and, when they claim they know God, it is their
evil which produces false ideas to suit their selfishness.
They lie about the truth.
56 - 59 "Your father Abraham exulted to see my day, and
he saw it and rejoiced". The Jews said to him, "You are
not yet fifty years old, and you have seen Abraham?"
Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, before
Abraham was, I am." Therefore they took up stones to
throw at him; but Jesus hid himself, and went forth out of
the temple, going through the midst of them, and so
passed on.
The kind of life that is Abraham's can only exult that God
has come into the world in Jesus Christ, and no doubt in
the spiritual life after death Abraham was doing that with
7

all the others who loved God. But the Jews took Jesus'
speech to imply that he knew Abraham. From his
general appearance he was little more than thirty. He
certainly was not of senior age. The "fifty" they mention
was the age when the Levites retired from Temple duty
(Numbers 4:3). It was a number which carried the idea of
something fully completed. Seven carried the holiness of
the Sabbath, and after seven years had passed seven
times the next year, the fiftieth, was celebrated as a
sacred Jubilee. In this inner meaning, for the Jews to say
Jesus was "not yet fifty" was for those in evil to dismiss
him as lacking full holiness.
His response is electrifying. He does not consider
comparative ages. He asserts that, whereas Abraham is
a creature, he is the "I AM". We have already seen the
intimation of divinity in the assertions "I am the bread of
life" and "I am the light of the world", and others will
follow. Now Jesus makes the direct claim to be divine.
In Exodus 3:4, God asserts "I AM that I AM". Since
the imperfect tense of the Hebrew verb is used here it
does not just state existence, but continuing activity. It
names God as the being of all things, the only one that is
in himself and on whom all else depends. The repetition
expresses the nature of God in his being and the way
this acts with men and women. He is life in itself and he
is the life in his creation. It distinguishes two things which
are one in God, his life of divine love and the way as
divine wisdom it stands forth and cares for men and
women. When Moses is told to reveal his name as "I
AM", it is this divine wisdom from love that is meant.
In Hebrew, "I am" is ehyeh. "He is" is yahweh. The
name was thought too holy to pronounce, and so "Lord",
adonai, was said in its place. In writing, its vowels were
adapted into the consonants of yahweh and, much later,
non Jews came to use the word "Jehovah" as the name
of God. When Greek speaking Jews came to translate
the Old Testament into Greek in the Septuagint, they
translated "I am" as ego eimi, using unnecessarily both
the pronoun ("I") and the verb ("I am"). This gave heavy
emphasis to the word. Jesus uses just this form of the
divine name here. The Jews were in no doubt that his
claim was to be God, and they took up stones to stone
him for blasphemy. To evil, it is always a blasphemy that
God tries to reach man and change him to ways of love
and service. Yet Jesus' claim here is the true statement
of his nature. He was the activity of God's love come as
wisdom into the world to save men and women by
bringing to them again the only true life, the love of God.
God's name "I AM that I AM" was fulfilled as the Father
sent his life into the world in Jesus Christ for our
salvation.
When they attempt to stone him, Jesus simply
passes away through the temple unhurt. Evil can never
really destroy the work of God, it only separates itself
away from him.
Person to Person - The Gospel of John
To be continued

College News February 2004 - Winter School
It is one of the aims of the College to give students at
Winter and Summer Schools a variety of different
experiences to widen the scope of their outlook on
religion and life. Very often we say that schools are
different, but this one really was different! The guest
speaker was Rev Patrick Duvivier, who is an ordained
Swedenborgian minister. Patrick runs a small cultural
organisation called Chrysalis, based in a secluded
valley at Ipailla, near the mediaeval village of Saorge, in
south west France. He calls himself “theologian and
psychotherapist”, and he and his wife Evelyne run
courses throughout the year for spiritual discovery and
renewal, therapy and healing. Evelyne is a botanist, and
she cares for the garden where they grow all their own
vegetables and healing herbs.

Patrick’s visit was presented as “A Vision Quest
drawing on the tradition of Amerindians, Christianity,
and Swedenborg”. By the time he had spent Friday
evening and Saturday morning telling us about his life
and beliefs, everyone was completely amazed at the
way he linked together nature, life, and spirituality. But
this was just the beginning. On Saturday afternoon and
evening, joined by many friends of College, Patrick
described the work that he does, and provided a slide
show of Ipailla and the annual 6 day walk that he leads
into the mountains, visiting Mount Bego and another
sacred mountain with prehistoric rock engravings. It was
a fascinating and inspiring experience.
On Sunday afternoon, students and specially invited
guests witnessed the baptism of Thelma Wilson, who
had completed the module on Sacraments and felt
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called to be baptised as an adult. This was a carefully
planned and beautifully conducted ceremony, and a
moving tribute to Thelma and her husband Peter. We
then participated in an “agapé meal”, or love meal,
following the tradition of early Christians who ate
together before worship. Afterwards, Patrick conducted
a celebration of the Holy Supper.
On Sunday evening, as a culmination of the
weekend, there was a ceremony of spiritual healing for

John Presland, organised by Patrick. John lay in the
middle of a circle of students, with two candles at his
head, and a bowl of healing herbs smouldering at his
feet. In the candlelight, we sang healing chants with
appropriate hand gestures. The spiritual energy
generated flowed with great power, and many
participants were emotionally moved by the experience.
It’s impossible in such a short write-up to convey the
full impact the weekend had on all the students. To say
we were overwhelmed would be an understatement.
There are already several embryonic plans for a visit to
Chrysalis at some point in the future. Patrick’s
philosophy of combining nature with spirituality seemed
to be reaching back to the Most Ancient Church and
was such an eye-opener that we are still trying to
understand it fully. It is so straightforward and simple
and beautiful that it takes your breath away. This was
an amazing weekend.
Alan Bowie

Purley Chase
The Governing Council has established a Working Group, comprising
representatives of the Council and the Purley Chase Committee, to
prepare a client brief for a professional architectural feasibility study to
improve and develop flexible accommodation and facilities at Purley.
These will be suitable for the changed needs of the Conference into the
21st century recognising that Purley will become an even greater focus
for the Conference.
Ideally such provision will be to current building & disability standards and include a new multi-purpose room to
seat around 120 with similar, separate dining capacity, 3 seminar rooms, 60 beds in single & double rooms, some
with en-suite facilities, and in dormitories, and additional toilets and showers.
Professional marketing advice will be sought to optimise the commercial lettings opportunities of the enhanced
Purley when not required exclusively for Conference purposes. This significant use of resources will need to be not
only cost effective but affordable and financial appraisals of the increased operating costs will also need to be
undertaken prior to the Council implementing the study and authorising detailed planning work before subsequently
inviting tenders.
At this early stage the Council wishes to provide the opportunity for views and opinions to be communicated to
the Working Group. Such views or opinions should be sent to:
Michael Hindley, Chief Executive of The General Conference of the New Church
59 Campernell Close, BRIGHTLINGSEA, Colchester, Essex CO7 0TB
by e-mail to michael.hindley@generalconference.org.uk or by telephoning him on 01206 303800.

An opportunity to thank Wilf and Irene as they celebrate 33 years service at Purley Chase
10.30 onwards coffee and biscuits
11.30 Opening Service and Welcome
13.00 Lunch
Afternoon of Mini Olympics. The traditional children’s games
15.30 A Purley Celebration. Remembering Wilf and Irene’s time at Purley chase
16.30 onwards tea and coffee
Throughout the day

♦ Bouncy Castle,
♦ Purley Chase development. Come and see what is going to happen.
♦ Book for us all to write in our memories and appreciation of Wilf and Irene at Purley Chase
which will be presented to them.
Cost: £10 for adults (over 16) £5 for children £25 per family Under 3 free
If you would like to make a donation towards Wilf and Irene’s present, cheques should be made payable to Purley
Chase New Church Centre and sent to Liz Clemett, 37 Mellor Drive, Uttoxeter ST14 7AL. If you cannot come but
would like a message to go in the book, send them to Liz Clemett. ( email: Matcle.co.uk@tinyonline.co.uk )
Please let us know if you intend to come so that we have some idea of numbers. Also, please let us know if you are
bringing a bus for parking purposes.
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Notices
New Church Children’s Society
Registered Charity 209126

Notice of Annual General Meeting
The next Annual general Meeting of the Society will be held on Saturday June 26th 2004
at 12.00 noon on the Large Hall platform of the Derby New Church.

To regularise the Constitution of the Society with the Charity Commission the following resolutions will be put to
the meeting:1. ‘That the Annual and Life subscriptions shall be sums suggested by the Board of Management and
approved at a subsequent AGM.’
(The present paragraph reads ‘Any person may become a member by subscribing half a guinea, paid on
or before the 1st of August each year, or 5 guineas as a life member. This was in 1881!)
The present Annual membership subscription is £5.00 and Life Membership is £50.00.
2. ‘That the AGM elects the President, Secretary, Treasurer and seven members as the Board of
Management.’
(The present constitution elects 15 members of the board as well as the officials.)
3. ‘That the AGM be held as soon as practicable after the end of the financial year (at present March
31st).’
(And not the third Monday in October as in the Constitution)
There are much more interesting items to be discussed! All annual and life members are cordially invited to the
meeting.
Geoffrey Bentley (Hon. Sec.)
18 Farley Road, Derby DE23 6BX
Tel : 01332 343176
Email: thebentleys@18farley.fsnet.co.uk

New Church Youth Association
Annual Conference at Seaburn Dene
Saturday 22nd May
Theme: Belonging
10:00am - 4:00pm Coffee from 9:30am
Everyone Welcome
Phone Peter or Edith Schofield on: 0191 252 1765
or Email them on pgschofield@onetel.net.uk
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Notices

continued
Committee for Auxiliary Ministry

Acts of Worship (3) by Rev Bruce Jarvis
Following the success of the two earlier collections by Rev Bruce Jarvis, CAM is delighted to announce the
availability of a set consisting of a further eight Acts of Worship.
The set comprises general services, family services and services for special occasions. Each service contains
introductions, suggested hymns, readings, prayers and a sermon or several short talks.

Each service costs 80p or £6.00 the set
Order forms for the above from: Jan Millar

10 Crosshills Road, Cononley, Keighley, BD20 8LA
Tel: 01535 633730
Email: jan.millar@generalconference.org.uk

Will you please note that these, and all other CAM service and sermon sets, are also available either on floppy
disk or by email attachment. The format used is Word 97.

London and Southern Area Council
ELSAC Annual Open Meeting

A celebration of Spring focussing on MAXIMUS HOMO
From ancient times it has been realised that every group of people can be seen in the human form, because all
the needs and operations within the single human body are, in a greater degree present in a larger society. All
reflect the greatest form, the Human Form of God, in whose image we are all created. Spring is a time of renewal
and so a good opportunity to remind ourselves that, as individuals, as well as a community, we are constantly
linked with the Divine Source.
Come and explore this amazing relationship which renews and energises us.
Kensington New Church
March 27th
A short business meeting starts at 2pm followed by the ‘Celebration’ at 3pm.
This event is also being advertised to other churches in the Kensington area.

For the body itself is not made up of only one part, but of many parts ….
All of you are Christ’s body and each one is a part of it. 1 Corinthians 12:14,27
All who are governed by love to the Lord and charity towards the neighbour, and who from
their hearts do good to him in the measure that good is present in him, and who have a
conscience of what is just and fair, are within the Grand Man, Maximus Homo, for they abide
in the Lord and are consequently in heaven. Arcana Caelestia 4225
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A new full-time position from Summer 2004

THE MANAGER OF THE
SWEDENBORG OPEN LEARNING CENTRE, Manchester
(A new working name of The New Church College)
Who Are We?
The Swedenborg Open Learning Centre ("SOLCe") is formally to open in June. This new vision for the work of the
New Church College follows upon the successful change over about seven years from residential training for a few
to "Open Learning" for many. Though there are no residential students, there are regular schools and tutorials held
in the building and we frequently welcome visitors. We are expecting further growth as a result of our well-advanced
project of making much of our learning service available through the Internet -

www.swedenborg-openlearning.org.uk
Development of modules, their delivery, and student support will continue to be the responsibility of the Director of
the Centre - currently known as The Principal - and his team.
What Are the Manager’s Responsibilities?
The holder of this new post will be responsible to the Council for the overall management of the non-academic work
of SOLCe. This will involve liaison with the Director and his team, and with students. In addition, the Manager will be
responsible for the selection and supervision of support staff, for the building and for the control of the budget. On a
day-to-day basis, he or she will report to the Director.
What Skills and Experience Are Needed?
The successful candidate will need to be enthusiastic, resourceful, self-motivated, flexible and able to prioritise. We
are looking for someone who either has experience of, or a willingness to develop, appropriate skills in
administration, computing and personnel management. Sympathy with the aims and objectives of a Swedenborgian
approach to life is desirable.
What Are the Terms and Conditions?
The Manager will be based at SOLCe in Radcliffe, North Manchester, but will be expected to travel occasionally to
meetings and events elsewhere in Britain. The working week will be 40 hours, normally during office hours but there
will be the occasional need to work evenings and weekends. The salary offered is between £14,000 and £18000.
This will be negotiated and is dependent on skills and experience. A three-year initial contract is envisaged.
How Do I Find out more about the Position or Apply?
Contact David Haseler, the Secretary of the New Church College, who will be pleased to discuss the position with
you. A detailed job description can be obtained from him. Letters of application and Curriculum Vitae should be sent
to the address below.
44 Michael Court, Bristol Road, Birmingham, B5 7TS
0121 440 8070 mdhaseler@tinyworld.co.uk

Lifeline

Contributions should be sent to the Editor,
27 Woodland Way, Shirley, Croydon, CR0 7UB

Alan C Misson
Tel: 020 8777 5098
Email: alanmisson@btinternet.com

Lifeline is published on the 2nd Sunday of the month ( except in Jan and July ). Articles and notices should reach the editor by
the end of the second week of the month prior to publication.
Subscriptions to be sent to the Business Manager,
Ian D McCallum
65 Heaton Road, Stockport, Cheshire, SK4 4JJ
Tel: 0161 432 5362
Price per copy £1.10
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