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‘The Swedenborg Open Learning Centre’
Web site launched!
At its AGM on 26th June, the New Church College celebrated the opening of the
Swedenborg Open Learning Centre, the new working name for its Open Learning
initiative. A prime means of publicity is through the Internet, and the Centre, known
affectionately as SOLCe (pronounced sol – si), now has its own web site.
The address is www.swedenborg-openlearning.org.uk

JOURNAL OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE NEW CHURCH

What does this web site do for SOLCe? Well, there are several key areas addressed:
•

Making ourselves known to the world outside the New Church.

•

Offering people outside the New Church as well as existing members the opportunity
to study the personal and pastoral application of Swedenborg’s principles of life using
Open Learning methods.

•

Describing the modules that are available for study. Although SOLCe has more than
thirty modules currently in use, initially only six will be made generally available on the
Internet, and there is a detailed description for each one. The six are:
◊
◊
◊
◊
◊
◊

Insights into the Bible
A Pathway to Wholeness
Correspondences
The Spiritual World
Old Testament People
Personal Worship

In addition, a new module, called Nurturing the Soul, is being offered for experienced
students.
•

Enabling new and existing students to apply to study a module of their choice.

•

Distributing the study materials through the Internet. Students will be able to
download each session of their module and print it off locally, saving mass
photocopying and postage at SOLCe.

•

Supporting students as they study. There is a selection of support materials, such as
a guide to writing an assignment. Each active module will have its own passwordprotected discussion forum enabling students to share ideas with each other and with
a central tutor. In addition, there will be a non-specific discussion forum for students
to ask general questions and correspond with SOLCe and with other students.
(Continued on page 2)
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Our mission is to express, share and experience with others in life an inclusive,
non-judgmental vision of God’s kingdom
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The web site has been
designed to guide visitors
gently through all these
different areas and to draw
them in to a spiritual
process of thinking and
feeling rather than the
presentation of hard facts
with
black-and-white
answers. Time will tell if it
succeeds in doing this.
Please visit the site if you
can, and read descriptions
of the six modules
available. You can use the
“Contact the Centre” link at
the foot of every page to let
us know what you think of
it.
To access the Student
Support section and see the
facilities offered, use the
password emanuel when
asked for it. This will be
changed on the 1st of
September 2004 before the
new academic year starts!

www.swedenborg-openlearning.org.uk

Alan Bowie

New Church Youth Association
22nd of May, the New Church Youth Association
Conference day, was clear and sunny and the early
morning drive through blossom laden countryside to
reach Seaburn Dene provided an uplifting start to the
beginning of the day. Early arrivals were met with
welcoming cups of coffee from the Seaburn friends. The
church building upstairs was as bright as the weather
and the colourful eye-catching banners and kneelers
were much admired – my particular favourite being a
circle of women in jelly baby colours.
The theme and focus of this year’s Conference was
‘Belonging.’ Carolyn Kennion, our President, conducted
the opening service and after the opening formalities
gave her keynote address which outlined the states
through which we pass until we finally fulfil the spiritual
purpose of our creation-belonging to a society in the
Lord’s heavenly kingdom. (This beautifully thought out
presentation may be read in full on page 63 of this issue)
The report of the NCYA Council generated interest
and discussion, particularly on the subject of residential
schools. Attention was drawn to the need to secure
adequate staffing for schools- a particularly difficult
problem this year and also to the need to encourage
children and young people to attend the schools- another
problem with the many concerns of today’s society.
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Reports from Sunday schools, clubs and groups
provided cheering evidence of the many activities taking
place at ground roots level even with relatively small
groups and numbers. For example I was amazed to
learn that fifty or so people attended a nativity service in
a poly-tunnel at a market garden at Melbourne
Derbyshire organised by the ‘Jammy Dodgers’! Many
schools had also appreciated the visit of the
Development Worker. The Treasurer’s report presented
a different kind of picture with a deficit of three thousand
pounds in the expenditure account because of
contributions towards paying the Development Worker.
The report of the Home Sunday Club showed that
numbers of recipients had risen slightly. Joy and
Christopher Hasler were thanked for their services since
the inception of the club. Our final report from Mrs E.
Cunningham on the Colouring Exhibition showed that
there had been fewer entries this year.
After the reports Rev John Sutton showed the
Conference specimen pages from a booklet on
‘Belonging’ that he is presently working on. It was initially
conceived as a booklet for preparation for junior
membership although it is very relevant to church
membership at any level. The booklet uses modern
graphics and type fonts which hopefully will have
(Continued on page 4)

New Church Youth Association
Belonging
I belong to a club. It meets for an hour every week.
Members pay a small subscription to finance their
activities and also raise money for charities. They
willingly stay on for an extra hour at the end of their
working day to attend club meetings. One member of the
club designed a badge and we all wear our badges with
pride. The only publicity the club received before it
started was one verbal announcement and yet when the
club started seven times as many people wanted to join
it than there were places available and so a long waitinglist was drawn up. Every week more people apply to join
the club and their names are added to the waiting-list
There is a forty-eight year age-difference between the
youngest and oldest club members but we all seem to
feel that we belong.
Now, if your imaginations are running away with you
about what sort of exciting club I belong to, you may be
relieved, disappointed or amused when I reveal what it
is. It is called ‘The Muddy Paw Prints Club’ and its aim is
for members of a primary school to learn how to care for
animals and plants.
I guess that all of you here belong to several clubs,
groups, unions or organizations that you have chosen to
join. You are also a member of a family, the communities
in which you live and work, and probably, the church you
attend. We don’t have much choice about some of the
groups to which we belong, at least to begin with. We
are born into our family, a neighbourhood and a
nationality; we may be brought up to follow a particular
set of religious or political ideas. As a child some of the
first things you learn are your name, your family
members and where you live. If you were to get lost you
would know where you belong. Innocence allows a child
to trust. A young child assumes that belonging is natural.
As we grow up we often reject some of the ideas and
values borrowed from our parents and background and
we may disassociate ourselves from belonging to some
of these groups. But very few people choose to live their
lives in isolation without wanting to feel that they belong
with others in some way. We may cut our ties with the
groups we belonged to by birth but we seek out new
places to belong. We make our own friends and choose
to belong to new groups and organizations in which likeminded people pursue shared interests. These may
range from hobbies and relatively trivial pastimes to
strongly held convictions and beliefs. Gradually we
develop the ideal of where our true belonging in this
world would be - the place, the home, the partner, the
work and so on. We probably don’t achieve all the
elements of the ideal but it is something we may strive
for.
What makes us feel that we belong in one group or
situation rather than another? In his book ‘Exploring our
hunger to belong’, John O’Donohue suggests that a
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sense of belonging involves warmth, understanding and
embrace. We can approach experiencing this when we
find that we have things in common with other people;
maybe we find the same activities enjoyable or the same
ideas interesting and valuable. We may all share a
common goal and work together to achieve it. We
experience pleasure from belonging to the group and
feel accepted for who we are. Our feeling of belonging is
increased if we can make a contribution as well as
receiving something. Being able to give helps us to feel
that we are needed by others and of worth.
We’ve all experienced situations when we’ve felt that
we didn’t belong - at best an uncomfortable sensation
when we feel isolated and ‘out on a limb’. I recently
attended a party where all of the guests seemed to be
experts on either opera or history (not my ‘specialist
subjects!’) They were all friendly enough but I felt like an
outsider with little to contribute to conversations and not
understanding half of what was being said. It was
reassuring to find that my husband had felt the same - at
least I wasn’t on my own!
Today we appear to have more freedom and options
to find where we belong than ever before. Higher levels
of education open up a wide range of careers for us to
find the one that is right for us; many of us enjoy
sufficient wealth to enable us to exercise some choice in
where we live; we can travel the world, literally or on the
internet, to find our ideal partner, our ideal home, holiday
and so on. But have these changes helped or hindered
us in our quest for belonging? Maybe most of us had a
stronger sense of belonging when our world was more
circumscribed - when we expected to live in the same
familiar neighbourhood all our lives surrounded by family
and acquaintances, to follow our parents’ trade, to marry
the girl or boy next door. It was easier to know where we
belonged. As well as giving us more choice, changes in
education, earning power, mobility and the structure of
society can lead to the insecurity of being in unknown
territory. The old structure has gone and we have to find
our place in a new world. O’Donohue claims that “Our
modern hunger to belong is particularly strong. An
increasing majority of people feel no belonging.” Do we
identify with this feeling personally? We see
unhappiness and anti-social behaviour in the world
around us and may ask whether some of this arises from
people lacking a sense of belonging. Do some children’s
behaviour problems stem from the insecurity of no longer
belonging to a close-knit family? Do teen-agers feel that
they belong to their school and local community or are
they alienated against them? Do employees feel a sense
of belonging and commitment to their work when so
many jobs are temporary and offer little long-term
security? If everyone has a strong desire to belong why
do so few people choose to belong to a church
organization these days? I can only suppose that it does
not, or they think it will not, fulfil their need to belong.
(Continued on page 4)
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continued

separation between us. The world and people in it can
never totally satisfy our longing to belong.

(Continued from page 3)

BUT “Deep down in each of us is a huge desire to
belong. However much we come into situations in life
where we feel we belong we always feel that something
is missing …. There is something within that no person
or thing in the world is able to meet or satisfy.” Why is
feeling that we belong so important to us and yet
apparently so difficult to attain?
For me the answer lies in what I understand about
how the Lord creates each one of us and his purpose for
us. The Lord creates each one of us to be unique. We
are taught that, just as every organ and cell in the human
body is unique and makes its own, vital contribution to
the physical life and well-being of the body, so each of
us has our own vital and unique role to play here on
earth and in heaven. But, as a consequence of this
“Each one of us carries a unique world within our
hearts. No-one experiences our world as we do. Ours is
a totally unique story of experiences and feelings.”
However much we have in common with another person,
however much we feel that we know them and they
know us there is always more that we don’t and can
never know. No other person can ever know our whole
self and we cannot know theirs. There is always some

But we have been created by the Lord and His
purpose is for us to belong to His Heaven of angels.
Maybe this explains the depth of our desire to belong.
Belonging is our true destiny. It is what we have been
created for and what we are intended to return to. As
O’Donohue puts it, “Our longing is an echo of the Divine
longing for us … Heaven is a place of total belonging,
where there is no exclusion or separation any more.” In
Apocalypse Revealed 611 we read that: “all persons who
are prepared for heaven..., go in the paths opened to
other societies until they find one which agrees in every
respect with their affections, and there they take up their
abode to eternity.” A society which agrees in every
aspect with our affections - our true home and place
where we belong is prepared and waiting for us. What a
wonderful truth to guide and comfort us through our lives
and what a wonderful teaching to pass on to the children
in our care.
Carolyn Kennion
(John O’Donohue is a Celtic poet and philosopher who
has written several inspirational books - Editor)

(Continued from page 2)

younger appeal. He stressed the importance of trialing
the things we produce to ensure that what that we think
will appeal to children will in actuality do so.
The session before lunch concluded with Pauline
Grimshaw, the Development Worker outlining the visits
that she has made and the work that she has done over
the past year.
Lunch was served in the room underneath the
Church. It was based on the ‘Jacket Potato’- pick your
potato and then add your choice of filling and
garnishing, followed by a delicious array of sweets.
During the lunch period we had time to view examples
of work from schools, the exhibition pictures and the
stall provided by New Church House.
After a brief practical and discussion session on
‘Teaching Attributes’ Jenny Sutton introduced us to
some of the songs that she had written for the Derby
School –if you can’t find the hymn you want then write
your own words to a well known tune. A song about the
Holy City went surprisingly well to ‘Somewhere over the
Rainbow’

Jan Millar has moved to:
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Flat 6 Springfield House
Park Road
Bingley
BD16 4LR

Our final part of the afternoon was based on
‘Belonging Safely.’ Child protection issues were raised
after we viewed a video that highlighted situations that
might occur and the procedures that should be put in
place. Did you know that your church should have two
nominated people to whom children could go to if
troubled or worried? Did you know that your church
should have a policy on child protection? Much
discussion followed the film, as we strove to find the
balance between the need for protection and an
awareness of the possibility of abuse and the possible
damaging of innocence and trust that could arise from
over - suspicion. The afternoon thus ended on a rather
more sombre and serious note with a heightened sense
of our responsibilities.
Our thanks go the people of Seaburn Dene for their
kindness and hospitality. We enjoyed visiting you very
much indeed.
Pauline Grimshaw

Tel:
01274 511652
Email: jan.millar@generalconference.org.uk

Gathering Leaves
A Swedenborgian Women’s Retreat
Temenos Conference & Retreat Center
May 7-9 2004
It was back in February 2003 that a few of us received an email from Wilma Wake which said “The Swedenborgian
women of North America would like to invite the women of British Conference to our International Women’s
Conference. It will be May 5-8 2004, at Temenos in West Chester, PA.” As you will see the dates changed.
Jody Hyatt, the chair of the Steering Committee which consisted of eleven women from all branches of the North
American Swedenborgian Church, later wrote to us:
Gathering Leaves Beginnings:
The idea for Gathering Leaves had
its beginning in the spring of 2002.
Women from the General Convention
of North America approached women
in the General Church of the New
Jerusalem, the Lord’s New Church,
and the General Conference of the
New Church, extending an invitation to
join together and make connections
with each other. This seed of an idea
has been germinating, sprouting,
growing, and looks ready to burst forth
in May of this year.

Christine Laitner
Convention

Opening Plenary Panel
Mary Duckworth
Tryn Clark
Conference
General Church

Dawn Potts
Lord’s New Church

Mission Statement:
We are gathering to promote harmony among women who are associated with the various Swedenborgian
organizations around the world. We are coming together to acknowledge our common beliefs, explore our differences,
develop a respect for one another’s contributions, create an atmosphere for healing, and celebrate our spiritual
sisterhood. It is our intention to promote a sense of charity and goodwill so that we might say, “No matter what form
her doctrine and her external form of worship take, this is my sister; I observe that she worships the Lord and is a
good woman.”
Mary Duckworth, Kathie Freyhan, Patricia Russell and I were truly blessed by our attendance at this Gathering.
The seventy-seven women present also included 29 from Convention, 34 from the General Church, 6 from the Lord’s
New Church and 4 who were unaffiliated or had dual membership. We all joined together to make this a unique and
unifying event.
What did we do with our time together?
•
•
•
•
•
•

We worshipped the Lord in many different ways through music, dance, prayer, readings from the Word
and sharing our inner thoughts and feelings.
We shared wonderful food and company.
We listened, we talked, we shared experiences.
We learned from each other participating in three or four of the fifteen different workshops which included
titles such as Living a Life of Religion, Living Spiritual Community, Yoga, Raising our Children, and
Sacred Dance.
We heard words of wisdom from the six women who spoke at the two plenary sessions, Mary being our
representative in the opening panel. Each denomination nominated their own representative.
Over twenty of us visited the Swedenborg Foundation.
(Continued on page 6)

5

Gathering Leaves
(Continued from page 5)

The final event of the Gathering was a banquet prepared and
served by the Lord’s New Church in Bryn Athyn. We were entertained
by a wonderful group of four young Swedenborgian women, the
‘Missing Rachels’, who sang in close harmony; and speeches of
thanks and gifts were given out. Each branch of the Church was given
a rose bush to plant but unfortunately we couldn’t bring ours back to
the UK – so the General Church women are going to plant it next to
theirs in Bryn Athyn. This was followed by a Vespers in the chapel
during which I was privileged to represent Conference and then lead in
extempore prayer and gave the final blessing – a very moving
experience for me.
Three of the ‘Missing Rachels’ Quartet
On the Sunday we were transported yet again to Bryn Athyn where
we attended the contemporary service in a gym, the formal service in the Cathedral, were treated to a meal by some
of the local women, made a tour of the area, and experienced a tour of the Cathedral and the Glencairn Museum.
Thank you to all who made this visit possible – to the women of the Steering Committee who organised the event
to run like a dream, all the women who attended and gave so freely of themselves, and especially to the Governing
Council who sponsored me on this trip of a lifetime. May the Lord bless the Swedenborgian churches of North
America as they strive to heal wounds and divisions.

Revelation 22:2
And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations
We are of the same tree.
Our Swedenborgian roots go deep into the soil of Scripture.
These roots are the Writings of Emanuel Swedenborg.
Through them, we are able to receive spiritual nourishment
from the inner sense of the Word.
The trunk of this tree, which is the good and truth that grows from the Writings,
has sprouted several branches to better serve the tree,
because the trunk does not bear fruit, except through its branches.
The branches are the affections for the good and truth, which come from the people.
Each branch receives its life-blood from the same trunk and the same roots
while growing in different directions.
The branches vary in their perception of truth but not their love of truth.
The leaves that sprout from the branches are the truths of faith.
They serve for the instruction and regeneration of the human race.
They heal through the recreation and restoration of the spiritual life.
It is time
to gather the leaves
for the healing of the nations.

PS At the end of the visit to Bryn Athyn I then flew to Toronto where I was collected and
taken by Ron Brugler to my hosts Ian and Fran McIntosh. Ron and Val Brugler and Paul
and Pat Zacharias took me on wonderful trips to Toronto, Niagara Falls, St Jacobs and
Elora. I led Circle Dances at an evening group at the Church of the Good Shepherd and
gave two homilies at their Sunday worship – a fitting end to a wonderful trip to North
America.
Rita Russell
(Picture shows Rita at the Church of the Good Shepherd)
(Continued on page 7)
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It was wonderful meeting and being with so many amazing
women. Their creativity overflowed. The whole retreat was
conceived so lovingly and nurtured into being with such care for
each individual's part in the whole. Each was able to feel part of
the whole. Everyone mattered and was able to give of their
talents generously and freely. It was a rich offering from the
organisers, workshop and worship leaders as well as
participants.
Creativity overflowed: the symbol of the tree of life and
ourselves as the leaves. There was gentle leading in worship
inviting individual contributions to prayer and witness; also solo
offerings of original songs with guitar accompaniment and
unaccompanied singing by the ‘Missing Rachels’ quartet moved
and deepened our worship. I brought home books and CDs by
seven of the women present and could have bought more.

Chapel of the Lord’s New Church,
Bryn Athyn

It was thrilling to meet fellow women ministers and women training for ministry - and salutary to share the pain of
women longing to minister where their branch of the church does not yet recognise and acknowledge the contribution
to be made by women in this field. Deep wisdom mingled with joyful and painful life experiences as we shared in our
groups and informally, a wonderful sphere.
Mary E Duckworth
I met warm, strong, women; who were
friendly and outgoing and full of fun. I made
new friends and I hope to return and visit the
West USA next year. I learnt much from
varied Workshops.
Dr. Soni Werner on “Infinite Variety”
explored a variety of mystical experiences,
from the fairly common to the more profound,
(the latter are often experienced at times of
despair).
Carla Friedrich explored the power of
“AND” rather than “if” or “but”; a very useful
spiritually inclusive tool.
Tryn Clark on “Living Spiritual
Community” worked from Wilma Wake's
notes as Wilma was ill. She introduced a new
practical structure for working in small
groups. If you would like to know more
contact me for details.

Kathie Freyhan and Susannah Currie
celebrate their birthdays at Temenos

Rita surpassed herself in leading a
large group of new-comers in Circle
Dance. She received a most
enthusiastic response, and many
people wanted to find a group so that
they could take up Circle Dance over
there.
Kathie Freyhan
(Continued on page 8)
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This was a letter Patricia Russell wrote to the
Leaves Participants via a Yahoo Group that one of
the organisers set up for us to communicate with
one another.
I feel so fortunate to have had the opportunity
to meet with you all. Not only did Rita and I have
the experience of three days in New York
marvelling at the powerful energy of the sights of
Manhattan, we also had the experience of three
days at Temenos marvelling at the powerful
energy of the women of the New Church. The
powerful female energy I experienced lay in the
open-hearted sharing, the richness of talent [I will
never forget the singing], the wealth of experience,
the commitment to the New Church, the love of
the Writings, and the focus on The Lord.
Visit to the Swedenborg Foundation, with afternoon tea
Different age groups and different branches of our
faith community all expressing their way of being a
woman in The Lord's New Church, – what could be
more exciting? – [except perhaps seeing the men
coming together also!]

Rita, Patricia, Mary, Kathie
at the home of Janie Lemole, Bryn Athyn

Janie Lemole
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I feel that I have gained an understanding of the
different branches of our church by experiencing
connections with you. I rejoice in the common
ground which we share and I am stimulated by our
differences, so that my own sense of identity has
been strengthened; and I have found a sense of
belonging to an inspiring sisterhood. Thank you.
Thank you to all you wonderful organisers and
participants and friends. I have been overwhelmed
by your warmth and generosity. Seeing and
experiencing Bryn Athyn was the icing on the cake
for me, – something I have always wanted to
do. THANK YOU.
Patricia Russell

The Steering Committee who organised Gathering Leaves
Siri Hirst
Lynne Smith
Susannah Currie Lisa Hyatt Cooper
Dawn Potts
Star Silverman
Jody Hyatt
Jane Siebert
Liz Waters Heinrichs

The Chrysalis Experience
Regular readers may recall the article in March’s Lifeline
describing Rev Patrick Duvivier’s contribution to the Winter School
at New Church College. Mention was made of ‘embryonic plans’
for a visit to his home in south west France where he runs
workshops with a spiritual purpose in completely natural
surroundings. Plans were indeed made, and the idea became a
reality for Rita Russell, Judith Wilson and myself in the second
week of June!
As Chrysalis lies on the side of a secluded valley, nestled by
mountains, it is reached only on foot or horses’ hooves! It took us
three ladies treble the time it takes agile Patrick to conquer this
ascent, but we were carrying rucksacks, climbing unfamiliar deep
rocky steps, and the sun was at its hottest.
We were rewarded with copious amounts of fresh spring water
to drink, and a long sit-down in the open dining area where we
soaked in the stunning view of tree-covered mountains and
absence of all traffic noise and the goodness of God’s creation.
Judith and Marion in front of the Tipi
Patrick’s wife Evelyne enjoys gardening and cooking. Familiar
roses and lilies grew alongside many less familiar Mediterranean plants, and a large area was set aside for growing
vegetables which are an important part of the lunch and dinner meals. Later we were introduced to several of the ten
cats, to Volta the cream coloured packhorse and shown the lie of the land.
Basically the accommodation is on three levels joined by steep rock steps, the highest being where Patrick and
Evelyne’s ‘bender’ tent is, together with kitchen, dining and patio areas. The shower, and wooden chalet which houses
the library, telescope and guest beds are found on the middle level. The tipi (meaning temple) on the lower level is
where the workshops are held. You can probably guess how Patrick thinks of these in relation to natural, spiritual and
celestial levels!
On two mornings before breakfast we joined Patrick in the tipi to learn a
new approach to meditation which focused on detaching from self to go
deep within. During four workshops we learnt how to give a therapeutic
back massage, and started to develop away of ‘listening’ with our
hands. We each also received some spiritual healing. Patrick enjoyed
the opportunity to converse and teach in English, and we enjoyed
listening to his charming accent and pronunciation – we chose not to
correct him on “Open your
eyesies.”!
Our temporary withdrawal
from the trappings of our
normal lifestyle for two and a
half days and three nights
found us closer to nature, with
Patrick, Rita and Judith
its delights, challenges and
in the open dining area
humourous side. Here follows
an example of each:
the
amazing multi-starred sky at night (we could have done with another Patrick
there to enlighten us on our gazing!); no insect repellent and hungry
mosquitoes; retiring to our wooden house in wooded setting with its three
different sized beds and our three different sized towels feeling like the three
Bears!

The Wooden Chalet

A surprise was in store for us on the last night. I lay in the littlest bed looking
through the curtainless window pane when suddenly three flashes of light appeared. Daddy Bear was feigning sleep
and Mummy Bear thought I was dreaming. However when 5 minutes later two more flashes appeared seen by two of
us, Mummy Bear was surprised and then scared thinking “Who’s prowling about?” After some more flashes I dropped
off to sleep. In the morning, having ascertained that it hadn’t been Patrick with a torch, he informed us that it must
(Continued on page 10)
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Person to Person - The Gospel of John
This is the twenty fourth and final part of the serialisation of the late Rev Paul Vickers’ commentary on the Gospel of
John. Paul commenced his work with the following words:

“It seems incredible to say that we could form part of a group learning from a disciple who
walked and talked with Jesus Christ, and yet that is the opportunity John's gospel opens up.”

JESUS IN JOHN'S GOSPEL
CHAPTER 11
THE RAISING OF LAZARUS
This is not the only occasion when Jesus raised
someone from death, the widow's son at Nain (Luke
7:11-17) and the raising of Jairus' daughter (Mark 5:3543) come to mind, but the long delay and the actual
burial make this occasion unique. It plays an important
part in the gospel story, for it hardened the resolution of
the Jewish leaders to kill Jesus and seems to have
added force to the triumphal entry into Jerusalem, which
triggered the final tragedy.
The Synoptic Gospels do not mention it, which
might seem surprising, but we have to remember that
they were based on fragmentary teaching and
preaching, whereas John can articulate the events from
his own personal memory.
Those who taught concentrated on Jesus'
resurrection, and this story with its similar tomb with a
stone on it, a body in grave-clothes, and a time of
waiting, could have led to confusion; and since Lazarus'
life was threatened after the event, there may have
been no desire to remind the authorities of so potent a
witness.

So it was left to John much later to tell the story in
its proper place. Martha and Mary, but not Lazarus, are
also mentioned in Luke 10:38, where the sisters seem
to show the same characters as they do here. Martha is
practical and quick to take action, whereas Mary was
more emotional and dedicated in her response to Jesus.
It was clearly a home where Jesus was welcome.
With our concentration on the disciples who follow
Jesus, we tend to forget the many homes where he was
received and listened to on his journeys.

Having completed 10 chapters of John’s Gospel, Paul
was only able to add these initial thoughts for chapter
11 and no further work on his commentary was
undertaken. I hope readers of Lifeline have found this
serialisation of Paul’s commentary of value in
deepening their appreciation of this wonderful gospel. I
would particularly like to thank Rev John Elliott for his
support in bringing Paul’s work to a wider audience
through his careful editing of the original text and his
helpful suggestions on how to split the chapters into
manageable sections for Lifeline. Editor

(Continued from page 9)

have been the special insects that some people
deliberately come to this region to spot. We had seen
fireflies!
For us, the enjoyable Chrysalis experience was very
different and very refreshing, and we felt we had
perhaps become a little more spiritually receptive. If you
are interested in going you will find Patrick Duvivier’s
address and telephone number in the Conference Year
Book.

Evelyne
Duvivier

Marion Curry

New Secretary at Derby
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Mrs R F Delderfield
31 Croft Close
Elford
Staffordshire
Staffs. B79 9BU

Tel:
01827383266
Email: becky.delderfield@freenet.co.uk

Golden Jubilee
On Wednesday 23rd June some forty or so people
gathered in North London to mark the Golden Jubilee of
the Rev John Elliott’s ordination as a New Church
Minister. John’s wife Judy had made all the
arrangements for a supper party and acted as M.C. The
party was held on the attractive premises of the Union
Church in Totteridge, where John sometimes leads
worship. Several members of the congregation, who
obviously appreciate his ministry, were present and
some of them had prepared the food. Towards the end
of the evening one lady, who is often accompanist at
worship there, played a delightful piece of Bach, one of
John’s favourite composers. Altogether people from six
different Christian traditions were at the party.
There was time for some speeches. John, with his
wonderful unhurried command of words, told us how he
had been brought up in the New Church and how he
came to be a Minister. He had nearly left school at
sixteen and might have followed in his father’s footsteps as a French polisher, but his headmaster told him
that, as one of the few boys who had studied Latin, he
should stay on. This he did and eventually went to
University.
It was at Barnes Close, where the Summer Schools
for Sunday School Teachers were held after World War
II before the return to Purley Chase in the fifties, that
John felt the call to become a Minister. He pursued his
training for the ministry at the New Church College at
Woodford Green simultaneously with his University
course - not a procedure which he would recommend.
John spoke of his wish to care for people and their
spiritual needs. He remembered the kindness and
support of members of his congregations and, indeed,
strangers. In his first pastorate in the mining town of
Barnsley, ex-servicemen, seeing his clerical collar as he
waited at a bus-stop, would pull up and offer him a lift.

John and Judy Elliott at the Golden Jubilee Party
(picture © Stephen Cartwright)

Vickers. She had been sitting at the back of Anerley
church with other young people on that hot June
Wednesday in 1954 when John, together with John
Booth, Russell Howes, Kenneth Staggs and John Teed,
were all ordained.
Many will think of John Elliott as a scholar, but he
wears his learning lightly. His ability to hold the attention
of a congregation or audience as he puts across deep
theological ideas in comprehensible words without a
single note is outstanding. However, you may be
relieved to know that John told us that even he was
bored sometimes as a child during church services. He
confidently announced that there used to be 117 panes
of glass in Kensington church. But what a good thing
John did not become a French polisher.
Gordon Kuphal

Desmond Vickers, John’s cousin, proposed a toast
and recalled how he had pushed his young relative in a
pram. It was very appropriate that among the guests
was another relative of John’s by marriage, Nita

(Continued from page 12)

Our treasurer, Mrs M. McCallum, informed us that
by 2005 she would have completed forty years in that
office, and feels it is time that someone else took over!
She has been an excellent treasurer and, as the saying
goes, it would be a hard act to follow, but I am sure we
all agree that she deserves a well-earned rest. Also I, as
secretary, would be more than happy for someone to
take my place, having offered to do it originally only
because there were no other applicants and the
Treasurer was doing both jobs.
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For this year the officers and members of the Board
were re-elected. Can we hope and pray for lots of new
interest in New Church House next year? Apart from our
churches and the college we are the only link with the
public in the North of England and I feel we do a good
job in promoting the Lord’s revelations through the
works of Swedenborg.
Jean Chadwick
Secretary

College Summer School
Students studying modules with the College recently had
the opportunity to meet at College for a few days, during
which we had lectures and presentations by fellow
students.
The College A.G.M also took place on the Saturday,
during which the New Look College SOLCE was
launched. {Look at the website for more information}
Also the Principal for the last 8 years, Rev John
Presland , resigned due to ill health. He was thanked for
his terrific work for the College and the expansion of the
Dispersed Learning programme which has proved to be
so successful.
During the afternoon a number of certificates were
presented to Students who had completed Either Level
one, two or the level for Ordination as a Minister of the
Church. Marvellous proof of the success of Dispersed
Learning.

June 2004
evening, and took us for a wonderful Holy Communion
service near a reservoir a few miles from Manchester.
Something that I for one shall never forget.
Rev Ian Johnson was with us on Monday as we
discussed, among other things, whether we had been
''Collared or Called''. There was a great feeling of
friendship, fun and togetherness all weekend.
Anne Cansell and Sarah Talbot provided us with
wonderful meals - thanks to them both. Anne is retiring
very shortly, having been at College for 25 years. It is
almost impossible to imagine College without Anne and
John!
However SOLCE will still be there, encouraging
people to study, learn and use their skills in the Lord's
service. Why don't you try a module?
Mary Burnley

Rev Rita Russell led us in Circle Dancing one

North of England New Church House AGM May 2004
The meeting was opened by the President, Rev J D
Allsopp, reading from Numbers 12, followed by the
Lord’s prayer.
All the other members of the board were present
and letters of apology were read from Mr C Collier, Mrs
M Collier, Mr G Kuphal, and Mrs B Foster on behalf of
the Heywood society, and verbal messages passed on
from Miss K Coogan and Mrs P Mooney. Rev M
Duckworth and Rev B Jarvis gave their apologies by
phone. It was disappointing, having sent out about sixty
reminders, roughly half of which go to secretaries of
churches to be passed on to their members, not to have
at least one other interested person attend the meeting.
Last year’s minutes were approved and signed, with
no further discussion.

quite upbeat compared with the secretary’s report. It
detailed all the small jobs the staff take for granted but
which make up the work of the shop and contribute to
the successful running of the organisation. The full
address is printed in the Year book.
Rev D Allsopp expressed his thanks to the
Treasurer and Secretary for their reports.
We had a short discussion about sorting out more of
the surplus library books when any able manpower is
available.
The treasurer had received some back payments
from our errant tenant, and it looks likely that his debt
will eventually be repaid. There is a possibility then, that
the second floor will be vacant as is the first floor. Is
anybody out there interested in renting either or both?

Next followed the President’s address, which was
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