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Suffer for a reason and let
that reason be love
Some while ago I heard an interview with a British mother
whose son was on hunger strike in a prison in Burma. He
was there because he had protested openly about the abuse
of political power in Burma. His Christian beliefs had
motivated him. It was his response to our Lords words:
“Greater love has no-one than this,
that he lay down his life for his friends.” John 15.

JOURNAL OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE NEW CHURCH

Suffering for the sake of others is at the heart of the
Easter story. It is present in many prophecies about the
Lord’s coming. He is described as the “Suffering” servant.
The most well known is Isaiah 53 which describes Him being
“despised and rejected”, “bearing our griefs and sorrows”,
being “wounded for our wrongdoing”, “oppressed and
afflicted”, that He was “As a lamb led to the slaughter and as
a sheep before her shearers is dumb”. It also says that this
was all the will of God, “Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise Him. He has put Him to grief.”
The Heavenly Doctrines teach that these descriptions refer not only to His physical
suffering but also to His temptations. “for temptations involve distress of mind anguish
and despair which cause the pain described in these verses.” As in many other passages,
the Bible uses bodily images to represent experiences of our soul or spirit. In deep
temptation our very love is attacked. We feel it not only as anguish of mind but of body as
well. We feel similar pains in mind and body when we lose someone we love. Lethargy
and exhaustion overtake us: we cry, we shiver, we feel sick, our heart aches and it feels
as if we are dying.
The prophecies and gospel stories seem to present the Suffering Servant and Jesus
as a separate person from God. The New Church offers a different understanding. When
our Lord was born, He had Jehovah or God Himself as His soul. By taking the imperfect
human from Mary, He was able to face all evil through temptations. Part of this is to feel
utterly alone. For the Lord it had to appear to Him that He was alone, separate from God
himself, the Father, who was His soul. The prophets and Gospels record these times by
depicting Jesus as a person distinct from Jehovah, as a Suffering Servant who does
God’s will by being abused. In the Gospels He prays to the Father as someone apart from
Him, “Not my will but your will be done.”
These are appearances of the truth. It happens to us when we are in difficulties and
feel abandoned by God.
(Continued on page 2)

Inside this issue:
Suffer for a reason ...

1

Person to Person - The Gospel of John

5

Mary from Magdala

2

Conference 2004 - Outline Programme

8

Old Testament People

3

A Presidential musing … continued

9

From the Writings ...

3

Reading Swedenborg

11

RENEW Web Site Development

4

Notices

12

Our mission is to express, share and experience with others in life an inclusive,
non-judgmental vision of God’s kingdom
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(Continued from page 1)

There can be only one God who is the Saviour of the
human race. Despite the appearance of loneliness in
temptation, the soul of Jesus is still God Himself, so
Jesus said “The Father and I are one”.

opinions. We need the light and power of the Lord’s truth
to lead us through the suffering as we struggle to reject
them, even to the point of feeling dead. The message of
Easter is that the resurrection of a new life comes after
this.
Rev John Sutton

The suffering of temptation was the only way He
could save the human race. He confronted every evil
experienced by mankind. By restoring order to heaven
and hell He overcame hell. He brought the power of
Divine Love and Truth into every experience of human
life. Because of His presence now, we have the power to
see evil in ourselves and reject it. In a worldwide context,
we wonder how people were blind to the injustice and
suffering of slavery, child labour and racial
discrimination. On the news, we still see people justifying
all manner of cruelty and abuse. Be warned that we
cannot see the falsity and evil in our own attitudes and

“He has borne our sicknesses and carried our
sorrows” does not mean that believers will not
undergo temptation, nor that He transferred
their sins upon Himself and bore them. Rather,
they mean that He who overcame the hells
through the conflicts brought about by
temptations would in the same manner - all by
Himself, even as to His Human Being - endure
the temptations experienced by believers.”
Arcana Caelestia 8146

Mary from Magdala
Now on the first day of the week Mary
Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it
was still dark, and saw that the stone had
been taken away from the tomb. John 20:1

Why Mary from Magdala? Why is it Mary who makes
the most amazing discovery of all time? The discovery
that this crucified man, Jesus, is actually raised from the
dead, complete and entire just as He Himself had
predicted. And why is it Mary again who, later on, is the
first person to whom our Lord speaks? And why is it
Mary who is the first to recognise Him by His speaking
one word to her - her name, “Mary”?

turns, recognises Him and exclaims, “Rabboni
“ (Teacher). Imagine the joy in that recognition!

Why - because Mary came in unselfish love to
mourn and minister to what she thought were our Lord’s
mortal remains, in the place where she thought Truth
itself was left mangled and degraded. Mary and the
other women, represent the church from the affection of
truth, so it was a woman who came to minister to the
Lord in whatever way she could, in humility and love.
She wanted to render to the Lord whatever service was
left to her, even though she believed Him dead. Out of
love for Him. Unselfish love.

Mary’s spiritual eyes had been opened. She runs to
the disciples and tells them the wonderful news “I have
seen the Lord!” and repeats what He had said to her.

So it was, that love, wanting to serve the Lord
against all the odds, was rewarded with discovering not
a mangled body but two angels of the Lord asking her
“Woman, why are you crying?” Then she hears another
voice say, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you
are looking for? “ Mary asks the voice, thinking it was
the gardener, if he has carried Jesus away, to tell her
where he has taken Him, so that she might take Him
away. At that, the Lord utters one word, “Mary”, she

And that is something that every
should celebrate this Easter - along
Magdala all those years ago. Through
and the resurrection we too can say: “I
Lord!”
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It is love - affection for the Truth - which recognises
the Lord and feels the desire to tell others the good
news. Love is the very essence of life. The crucifixion of
the Lord did not kill the Truth but facilitated Truth’s union
with the Father. The humanity of the Lord was united
with Divine Love, thus becoming Divine Humanity.

Rev Gill Gordon

soul on earth
with Mary of
the crucifixion
have seen the

Old Testament People
Back in 1996 the New Church College began its
programme of dispersed learning and soon
discovered that the modules produced for this
programme were much appreciated by both
trainee Ministers and other lay people seeking a
greater understanding of the Word and the
Writings.
An ever increasing number of modules, halfmodules and quarter-modules have been put
together by expert course writers and then worked
on by eager students, mostly in Britain but also as
far afield as Australia, Czech Republic and Russia.
In the last 3 or 4 years one of the most popular
dispersed learning courses has been a series of
Old Testament People at West Wickham
sessions on Old Testament People. This is a halfRev Rita Russell, writer of the course, is on the far right
module programme of 16 sessions prepared by
with Rev Gill Gordon, course tutor in London, next to her
Rev Rita Russell which involves students in
studying and reflecting on the main characters of the Old
sessions being considered at that meeting. This proved
Testament and the key events in their lives as well as
to be an excellent opportunity for dialogue between
the spiritual significance of the Biblical narrative
course writer and students on the topics involved.
surrounding these characters. Students are also asked
to link these characters to aspects of their own spiritual
This course is an ideal introduction to dispersed
development. The programme starts with Adam and Eve
learning because it is full of colourful stories and their
and works through Abraham and his descendants,
meaning as well as insights into our own spiritual
judges and kings, and prophets and priests so that a
development. And it doesn’t matter whether you are
very good overall picture of the Old Testament can be
already reasonably familiar with how the Old Testament
gained.
unfolds or whether you are coming fresh to the way God
speaks to us in that part of the Bible.
To date around 30 students have keenly followed
this course in groups across the country led by a tutor.
The New Church College is currently undertaking the
One such group (or two groups to be precise) is currently
process of evolving into the Swedenborg Open Learning
running in London under the oversight of Rev Gill
Centre (SOLCe) and this course on Old Testament
Gordon with a group at Kensington and another at West
People will be one of the first modules to be offered to a
Wickham with the benefit that some joint tutorials have
wider audience when the SOLCe web site goes public
also been held.
later in the summer.
At a recent tutorial at West Wickham (see picture)
we were privileged to have the presence of the writer of
the course, Rev Rita Russell, to assist Rev Gill Gordon
in leading the discussions and reflections on the two

So if you are yet to try dispersed learning why not
make a start with Old Testament People!
Alan Misson

From the Writings ...
Something more about the Lord's work of salvation can be mentioned here. It is well known in the Church that the
Lord is the Saviour and Redeemer of the human race, though few know how to understand this. Those acquainted
with the outward things of the Church believe that the Lord redeemed the world, that is, the human race, by His
blood, by which they understand His passion on the Cross. But those acquainted with the inward realities of the
Church know that no one is saved by the Lord's blood, only by a life in keeping with the commandments of faith and
charity taught by the Lord's Word. Those acquainted with the inmost realities of the Church understand by the Lord's
blood Divine Truth emanating from Him. By His passion on the Cross they understand the final temptation the Lord
underwent, by which He completely subdued the hells and at the same time glorified His Human, that is, made it
Divine, thereby also redeeming and saving all who allow themselves to be regenerated through a life in keeping with
the commandments of faith and charity taught by His Word. 'The Lord's blood' furthermore is used in the internal
sense, according to which the angels in heaven perceive the Word, to mean Divine Truth emanating from the Lord.
Arcana Caelestia 10152,2
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RENEW Web Site Development
challenging way of developing web
pages and it took more than 20
designs to get to the current version of
the Home Page shown to the left. The
Main Section pages then followed with
the idea of trying to achieve a
completely different approach in each
case and with some limited animation
and movement incorporated in the
design.
Although I started out the development
with some web design skills the
increasing scope and complexity of the
design has forced me to learn a great
deal more than I had originally
expected especially in the area of
graphic design and image
manipulation. I also had to learn a new
language, Javascript, in order to
create the desired animation effects.

At Conference last year it was announced that
development of a web site to support the work of
RENEW would commence in the Autumn under my
leadership. Since quite a few months have now passed I
thought it was about time I gave an update to readers of
Lifeline on the progress being made.
The development started with the formation of a
Web Team to tackle the overall design of the site and to
support its development. The Team members, Rev
Michael Stanley, Helen Newton, Rev Gill Gordon and I
spent most of the Autumn working on the general
principals and concepts to be used in creating the web
site. After considerable discussion and debate we
decided to adopt a structure for the site based on the
seven colours of the rainbow and linking these by colour
to seven main sections in the site. The seven main
sections chosen with their linking colours were as
follows:
Meaning of Life
Life after Death
Symbols
Spiritual Living
Sacred Scriptures
Angels
Divine Nature

Red
Orange
Yellow
Green
Blue
Indigo
Violet

Having agreed the overall format I then set out to
develop suitable pages for the Home Page and each of
the seven Main Section pages. This involved producing
demonstration pages with graphical and textual designs
which the Team then discussed and commented on.
This was achieved by putting the trial pages on a
temporary web site so that they could be easily viewed
and compared. This proved to be an exiting and
4

As we made progress on these design
concepts we also started to consider
what content each Main Section should include. This
proved quite a long process but eventually by the end of
January this year we had agreed a list of sub-section
topics for each of the seven sections.
We then faced the question of who would write the
approximately 50 pages required for the initial release of
the web site. This issue was presented to the Executive
and a decision made to contact, in the first instance, all
those listed in the Year Book as Ministers or with some
form of recognition as Worship Leaders, with the only
proviso that the individual had to have internet access.
To make it easier for potential authors to look at the
topics required to be written another temporary web site
was produced which provides guidance for authors and
a list of the required topics with details of who has
already signed up to write a topic.
I am pleased to say that at the time of writing we
have 7 authors signed up and several topics have
already been produced. But ideally we would like to see
more people involved so that the way topics are
presented can be really varied. If you received an email
from me about becoming an author for the RENEW web
site but have not yet responded, please think about it a
little more: there are many topics needing writing! Also, if
you were not on the original email list but would still like
to be involved please contact me using the email
address on the back page of Lifeline.
Good progress is being made on the RENEW Web
Site and I hope that we will be able to launch it publicly
by Conference this year.
Alan Misson

Person to Person - The Gospel of John
This is the twenty first part of the serialisation of the late Rev Paul Vickers’ commentary on the Gospel of John.
Paul commenced his work with the following words:

“It seems incredible to say that we could form part of a group learning from a disciple who
walked and talked with Jesus Christ, and yet that is the opportunity John's gospel opens up.”
JESUS IN JOHN'S GOSPEL
CHAPTER NINE
HEALING THE MAN BORN BLIND
The Synoptic Gospels do not include this healing,
though Mark 8:23 also shows Jesus using spittle to heal
a blind man. Those gospels were based on
remembered preaching by others, and it is
understandable that some things were not known or
were lost in transmission. John here has all the marks of
an eye-witness account, given by someone who
relished the independent spirit of this blind man. It is the
only case in the Gospels of anyone healed of an
infirmity he had from his birth. Two cases of congenital
lameness are healed in Acts 3:2 and 14:8 !!, but no
other case of blindness.
This incident does not follow immediately upon
those in the previous chapter, for it takes place on the
Sabbath; but it follows on directly in thought from those
who are too blinded by their selfishness to be able to
accept Jesus as the light of the world. Such have
deliberately made themselves blind because they do not
want to see anything which opposes their evil. However,
there are also those who are blind because they never
had any light from truth at all. We need now to
understand how these who are spiritually "blind from
birth" can be made to see.
Such are termed Gentiles, because they are outside
the Church and its truth; but it would be wrong to think
that we are concerned here only with primitive peoples
and non-Christians. At the beginning, we also come into
this category when we have not grasped the demands
of truth. So we have here teaching on the way truth first
begins to act in a man or woman and open their eyes to
a new life.
1 - 5 And passing on, he saw a man blind from his birth.
And his disciples questioned him, saying, "Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?"
Jesus answered, "Neither this man nor his parents
sinned, but that the works of God should be shown in
him. I must work the works of him who sent me while it
is day; night comes when no one can work. When I am
in the world, I am a light of the world".
The first lesson we have to learn is not to look for
someone to blame for the situation. A great deal of
energy which might help to solve a problem is wasted
today on deciding who is to blame for causing it. The
5

disciples raised the perennial problem of the origin of
the world's woes, but that has no bearing on the man's
plight. Neither he nor his immediate parents can be
blamed for a tragedy that comes out of the evil of all the
world and all generations. But, seen correctly, it is an
opportunity for God to show how he deals with the
situation. We should regard all our desperate situations
in the same way.
Jesus contrasts the "day" when he can work with
the "night" when nothing human "no one" has power. He
is not talking about before and after his death, for his
power to help still remained the same. He is talking
about the human situation. When men and women will
receive light on their lives from the Lord, it is day. When
they live selfishly and reject the truth, they create a
darkness in their lives that is night. It is necessary for us
to keep the Lord in our world that he may be a light to
show us the true way. (It is interesting that, in the
previous chapter, he declared himself "the light of the
world" for all mankind; but here, presumably in the
individual ''context, he is "a light of the world".)
6 - 7 Having said this, he spat on the ground and made
clay of the spittle and smeared the clay on the eyes of
the blind man. And he said to him, "Go, wash in the pool
of Siloam" (which means 'Sent'). So he went and
washed and came seeing.
Jesus' actions show in a parable how from our blind
ignorance we begin to be able to see the purpose of our
lives. In chapter 4, we realised that truth is the water of
life. Here a very lowly form of water is used, the spittle
from Jesus' mouth. Coming from him, it is still real truth
but of the lowliest kind. At the very beginning, we can
grasp that you help or hurt people you live with, that you
should put the needs of others before your own, that
you are not just responsible to yourself for the things
you do. All this understanding is close to the senses. It
is the very lowliest kind of truth. More than this, Jesus
mixes it with dust of the ground to make clay. God made
the first man "dust from the ground" (Genesis 2:7)
gifting him with affections which came alive from God.
The Lord makes us realise the need for affection and
love for others in these first true ideas we are using.
Jesus takes every opportunity to smear onto the eyes of
our mind simple ideas about helping others which are
mixed with love to help them. We shall often feel that we
create this first vision, but our blindness cannot
manufacture such a step; it is a gift from the Lord. Using
the circumstances and human contacts of our lives, he
makes an opportunity to inflow with affection and
(Continued on page 6)

Person to Person - The Gospel of John
(Continued from page 5)

person. And yet he knows little so far, and he cannot pin
down what has changed him.

thought of this first very simple kind. This makes a first
step; but sight is not achieved without a further step:
washing in the pool of Siloam. We need real instruction
to wash over our vision and open up this new way of life.
Our understanding must develop and grasp our
relationship with God and our neighbour in many
affections, before we can really "come seeing".

13 - 15 They brought to the Pharisees the one who once
was blind. Now it was the Sabbath when Jesus made the
clay and opened his eyes. And so again the Pharisees
asked him how he received sight. And he said to them,
"He put clay on my eyes and I washed and I see".

For us, this "pool" of truth is available in the Word of
God, and it is "sent" from God. The pool Siloam got this
name because a conduit sent water into it from larger
reservoirs higher up in the city. The Word of truth in
which we wash is filled from the whole reservoir of divine
truth, which comes from God and is sent to us. We may
feel that a Gentile outside the Church cannot have this
second stage. But that is not so. Every society, however
primitive its beliefs, has some simple ideas of right and
wrong that can begin this process. God makes sure we
all have a pool to wash in. For someone in a very
primitive society this further washing may be very
restricted in this world, and only completed after death.
Many in so-called Christian nations today also have little
more knowledge of truth available to them. Whilst it is
the duty of those in the specific Church to do all they can
to share the truth, we must not feel that those we cannot
missionise are left completely blind, nor that the Lord is
any less interested in those in his universal church than
he is in us. The Lord will find the opportunity to heal all of
us in our "born blindness", and only a refusal to love our
fellows will prevent him.

No motive is given for bringing the man to the Pharisees.
Disagreement among the neighbours may have made
them seek help from those with more knowledge. But
immediately grounds for offence are seen because the
healing was performed on the Sabbath. Jesus used the
Sabbath for anything that was a work of God; but the
Pharisees saw the Sabbath as a way to restrict people
and keep them obedient. Sabbath breaking is the charge
most commonly used against Jesus, probably because it
was more obvious than other offences against the
Pharisaic code. We shall find that the first steps to heal
our spiritual blindness brings into play the Pharisee
element in us. Our accustomed selfishness will not let
this demand for service and affection to others go
unchallenged. So the man repeats his story, but we
realise that it is in face of a disapproving authority. The
Pharisees, with their effort to use religion to keep people
in their power, picture to us our evil trying to keep this
first use of truth and affection under the control of our
self-wanting. It is inevitable that this conflict will arise, for
the healing of our spiritual blindness will lead us to
confront and want to change our evil, whereas the
Pharisee in us sees any truth as something to be
falsified and used by our evil for its own purposes.

I think the need for such a "religion of life" for
everyone is the reason why we are horrified when
anyone works for the anarchy of a community without
any guidance, or tries to submerge human love and
affection in greed and brutality.
8 - 12 So the neighbours and those who saw him before
as blind said, "Is not this he who used to sit and beg?"
Some said, "It is he". But others said, "He is like him". He
said, "I am he". So they said to him, "How were your
eyes opened?" He answered, "A man called Jesus made
clay and smeared it on my eyes, and said to me, 'Go to
the pool of Siloam and wash'. When I went and washed I
received my sight". So they said to him, "Where is he?"
He said, "I do not know".
The disagreement among the blind man's neighbours
brings out that he was accustomed to sit and beg. To sit
is to maintain a fixed attitude and to beg, spiritually. is to
ask for good affections. And we now realise that, though
Jesus heals the blindness, the man must choose to let
him work. There is often the appearance in miracles of
healing that Jesus does it all, and the one healed is
completely passive. We have to realise that to be healed
we have to ask for healing. We need to choose the good
way the Lord offers. Among the neighbours there is
doubt; only the man is sure he wants to be this changed
6

16 - 17 So some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not
of God, for he does not keep the Sabbath". Others said,
"How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?" And
there was a division among them. They said to the blind
man again, "What do you say about him, since he
opened your eyes?" And he said, "He is a prophet".
The Pharisee element in us is confused by the new
found strength of healing from Jesus, and wavers
between arguing that this is just another way of being
selfish and is not of God, and accepting that a change in
religion has really occurred and needs bringing under the
control of evil. They ask what we think is changed in us.
The blind man only knows that he has begun to learn
things about life that he never saw before, and sees the
change as teaching him a new way. A "prophet" is
properly one who teaches the truth from God. As yet he
is less aware that the gift of love from Jesus is beginning
to work in him.
18 - 23 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind
and had been made to see, until they called the parents
of the man who received his sight. And they asked them,
saying, "Is this your son whom you say was born blind?
(Continued on page 7)

continued
(Continued from page 6)

Then how is it he sees now?" His parents answered and
said, "We know that this is our son and that he was born
blind, but how he sees now we do not know, nor who
opened his eyes. He is of age; ask him. He will speak for
himself". His parents said this because they feared the
Jews; for the Jews had already agreed together that if
anyone confessed him Christ, he should be put out of
the synagogue. This was why his parents said, "He is of
age, ask him".
It would suit the Pharisee type of evil in us to find that
this is not a spiritual change, but is only a development
of purely natural thought and feeling in us. So it turns to
the state that existed before the "parents" of the original
spiritual blindness and asks them to explain what has
happened. But no explanation is forthcoming. Our
natural way of thinking realises a new factor has entered
our life, the type of our thinking has changed, but it
cannot explain how, for it is tied to seeing things in this
world's light. Moreover, our natural mind realises that to
accept that Jesus has influence in our lives, "to
acknowledge Christ", will bring total conflict with our
comfortable Pharisaic life which completely denies any
such influence. The mind has "come of age" in a
different kind of life, and only that kind of life can explain
itself.
24 - 25 Therefore a second time they called the man
who was blind, and said to him, "Give glory to God! We
know that this man is a sinner". Then he answered,
"Whether he is a sinner, I do not know. One thing I know,
that I was blind and now I see".
In the Greek version of the Old Testament known as the
Septuagint, 'give glory to God' is used as an oath to
swear to tell the truth. Here there is also the sense that
they want the man to ascribe his healing to God and not
to Jesus. It would suit our evil to ascribe what has
happened to a far away unknowable God, rather than to
his vital love and power brought into our world's striving
in the work of Jesus. The ploy does not work, The man is
obstinate. When we realise that a new kind of life from
Jesus is possible for us, we are going to insist that there
is a change in the whole way we look at the world. This
we are not going to deny.
26 - 34 And they said to him again, "What did he do to
you? How did he open your eyes?" He answered them,
"I told you already and you did not hear. Why do you
want to hear it again? You don't want to become his
disciples as well, do you?" So they railed at him and
said, "You are his disciple, but we are Moses' disciples.
We know that God spoke to Moses, but we do not know
where this fellow comes from". The man answered and
said to them, "This is a marvellous thing indeed! You do
not know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes.
Now we know that God does not hear sinners; but if
anyone is God-fearing and does his will, he hears him.
7

Since the beginning, it was never heard anyone opened
the eyes of one born blind. If this man were not from
God, he could do nothing". They answered and said to
him, "You were entirely born in sin, and you teach us!"
And they cast him out.
Our deep-seated evil does not easily take no for an
answer. We know in our own minds the way we
continually go over things, questioning whether we have
really changed and what our state really is. The man's
response is a good indication to us that we should react
against this constant spiritual stock-taking. If we have
new life, it is better to use it and see what happens. Life
from Jesus is an active thing which is meant to be
continually working in our lives. Trying to add up what
has actually happened to us should be reserved for
those occasional times of prayer which make sure we
are still on the right track.
The evil in us constantly tries to rubbish or trash the
new life at work. The Pharisees are dismissive of Jesus.
In the story, the man finally loses his cool and responds
in a way which he must have known would incense the
Pharisees. Asking them if they wanted to be Jesus'
disciples would have been provocative enough, but
couching the question in a negative way gives it even
more bite. We begin to see portrayed in this the way our
new-found vision starts to get the measure of our evil.
The man speaks boldly and shows up the Pharisees'
argument to be nonsense. Holding fast to the way of
truth, and trying to bring the new way of affection into our
life, starts to separate us from our evil. It seems to the
evil that it is rejecting our new way; that it can dismiss
this new way of life and assert the appeal of self. But in
effect it is the living truth which has shown up the
division between evil and good.
35 - 38 Jesus heard they had cast him out and, having
found him, said to him, "Do you believe in the Son of
God?" He answered and said, "Who is he, sir, that I may
believe on him?" And Jesus said to him, "You have seen
him, and he who speaks with you is he". And he said, "I
believe, Lord". And he worshiped him.
The separation from evil has only just begun, for the man
cannot as yet recognize Jesus' nature. He is willing,
though, to accept his way and acknowledges it as
deserving all respect, and that enables Jesus to reveal
the full nature of the change in the man's life. "Son of
God", as we have seen, means the divine wisdom from
the love of God which brings it into the human sphere.
This presence of God with man is Jesus. Although the
man has not known him, Jesus declares that he has
seen him, for he has accepted something of the truth
working from love that Jesus brought into the world. And
now that truth is revealed as the new life from love that
comes in Jesus. This has become the man's way of life
in the world: he "worships" in his daily life. (It is
(Continued on page 8)

Person to Person - The Gospel of John
(Continued from page 7)

noteworthy that the man twice calls Jesus ' Kyrie', "lord".
In the first instance it cannot be with knowledge of the
Lord himself, which he is disclaiming, and so I have
translated it "sir". This is common usage. When he uses
the word the second time, it is clear that he is
acknowledging Jesus as Lord, and I have translated it
so.)
39 - 41 And Jesus said, "For judgement I came into this
world, that they who do not see might see, and they
who see might become blind". And the Pharisees who
were with him heard these things, and they said to him,
"Surely we are not also blind?" And Jesus said to them,
"If you were blind you would not have sin, but now you
say 'We see', therefore your sin remains".
The judgement mentioned here is not an effort by Jesus
to condemn some and to forgive others. He was the
love of God on earth, and that love cannot condemn,
but only seeks to draw men and women to himself.
What is expressed here is the effect the truth has on
those who love others and on those who love only
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themselves. Where people want to love others, the truth
cures their blindness and helps them to see how to love
and serve. But with those in selfishness and evil, the
truth is rejected and they work out all kinds of ways to
escape their duty to others. They twist the truth so that it
will allow them to have their own way, and they blot out
its demands in their lives, until they cannot see the true
way of life and become totally blind to the joy they could
have in helping and loving others. The Pharisees then
try to deny they are blind in this spiritual sense. Jesus
points out to them the terrible truth that those who can
say "we see" the true way of life from the truth they
know, and yet remain in evil, are deliberately choosing
evil and committing sin. The fact that they have realised
the call of truth and chosen to reject it condemns them.
Those who are "blind" to the truth because they do not
know it, cannot have sin because they cannot have
denied the truth.
Person to Person - The Gospel of John
To be continued

Outline Programme

High Leigh Conference Centre, Hoddesdon, Hertfordshire
July 26th - 30th 2004
Monday
Conference opens at 2.30 p.m. There will be an Extraordinary General Meeting at 4.45 p.m. to approve changes
relating to asset stripping and trustee naming. In the evening there will be a session on Voting Eligibility.
Tuesday
This will be a ‘Spiritual Day’ opening with the Holy Supper Service at 9.30 a.m., followed by the Keynote Address.
The afternoon will include a talk by Rev Christopher Hasler on Hell, followed by ‘Music in Worship’, a presentation by
Rev Ken Turley from USA on how music can be used in Worship Services.
Wednesday
The main business day, with Reports from the Governing Council, Treasurer and Committee of Ministers. RENEW
will report in the afternoon. In the evening there will be ‘A Social Experience’.
Thursday
In the morning there will presentations by the New Church College, CAM, and the New Church Youth Association.
The Conference Service will be held at 4.30 p.m. and will include Ordinations. In the evening, the Apocalyptic Study
Group will report.
Friday
The programme is not yet finalised, but it will include some more music, a Conference Review and Closing Service.

During the week there will be four Special Interest Groups meeting. The New Church Historical Society, ‘Making
Disciples’, Circle Dancing, and ‘Music in Worship’.
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A Presidential Musing on the New Church College
This is the second part of a history of the New Church College written by the late Bruce Taylor, who served as
President for 18 years. This part continues the story following the move of the College to Lancashire.

Student body

Further Change
It was during this new period of the College development
that I became personally involved, so that I can from now
on speak more from experience rather than mere
observation. By now Michael Stanley had been
appointed as Principal, Ian Johnson having returned to
pastoral ministry. With the increased interest in the
College it was also foreseen that at this time it would
require suitable permanent accommodation. The present
premises in Radcliffe were purchased and have been
used since with minimal external adaptation, though
much internal work had to be carried out.
Ambience
Now the College was situated on a suburban main road,
within reach of much public transport. It also boasted a
prominent notice board on the frontage of the site. It was
noticed!
Staffing
The College under its new Charity Commission scheme
was now set up with a revised set of competent officers,
President, Secretary and Treasurer and also a governing
Council to decide on matters of policy. Altogether it was
more professional. Arthur Jackson, a notable person in
education, was appointed as the College President. The
Secretary was Peter Leather and the Treasure was John
Cunningham. I also joined the governing Council as an
ordinary member within this period. Michael Stanley, the
new Principal, having come from an academic
background, was inevitably bound to want change in the
day-to-day running of the College. This further change
was not to be blatantly revolutionary, but change it was.
It evolved and was consolidated, as it developed, over
many years. At this stage due to the increased interest
and workload, it was seen to be desirable to have a
permanent, and almost full time dedicated staff to handle
the administration, as well as the housekeeping duties.
The staff members that were appointed were certainly
dedicated, with Glennyce Eckersley and Anne Cansell
still working for the College in the next century! The
Principal now made it a part of his business to travel and
take soundings of interest in the College from around all
the Church societies in this country, and even selected
places abroad, where he went on successful lecture
tours. The governing Council of course, backed him up
in this. Michael Stanley soon enrolled a team of part time
tutors to help him where their expertise was appropriate,
and not all of these were from the ordained ministry.
There were now lay tutors as well - another first time!

This was now growing in numbers, and with its new
funds the College took over the granting of bursaries,
where they were necessary. This must have been of
great financial help to the General Conference as well as
for the individual students. For the first time, instead of
confining this body to seminary students, what might be
called auxiliary part time students were enrolled as well,
for what was known as the New Church Certificate of
Education. These acted as a most useful backup and
support to all the teaching situations. Here we have
another first time event. Some of these auxiliary students
were of the feminine gender! Also, most of these new
students were from the more mature age group, and
they brought with them their families, while they resided
in the Manchester area. Many were graduates, teachers,
and so on. This brought further new life to the College in
the form of Sunday School teaching as well as other
interest groups being formed. The main seminary
student body was still for the most part residential, but it
was housed in nearby housing rather than in the College
building. Also several outside part time interest groups
were formed from people in the neighbourhood who
were interested in the teachings of the Church, but who
did not necessarily wish to make a full commitment to
Church Society life.
The Curriculum
Under the guidance of Michael Stanley, instead of the
former rather ad hoc and non-publicised syllabuses, we
now had more academic rigour and also the publicised
details of all that was involved in these courses. This,
together with the provision of part time courses,
inevitably generated yet more interest and an increased
take-up on what was offered. The numbers of students
and their variety went up considerably. This meant a
considerable increase in the size and scope of the
College library. Fortunately, the funds could stand this
most valuable resource. The subject matter of the
curriculum, though now tidied up and given a concrete
form, was still mainly Biblical and doctrinal, but there
were minor diversions from this. Michael introduced so
many new spiritual insights into the work, that the whole
Church must have benefited from these. Also, much
national fieldwork and placements, as appropriate, were
introduced for these ordination students. There was also
the change, in that the College was now issuing its own
passing out certificates. These were at three levels. The
level issued depended on the length and depth of the
course undertaken. The issue of these was based on
continuous assessment as well as the customary
terminal examination results. In the case of the
(Continued on page 10)
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from the days of Woodford Green to the year 2002
(Continued from page 9)

ordination students, who covered the whole course, the
General Conference had a major input to this final
assessment.
Interaction
This was no longer confined to the few. Interest had by
now become national, and even international to some
extent. In 1988 the College spearheaded, organised
and funded the British Tercentenary Celebrations at the
Barbican Centre in London, in which the students
played a prominent part.
Funding
It was certainly providential that the College was
sufficiently endowed to undertake all this change that
was now going on.
Overall
The College was now much more high-profile, and its
good works were known about throughout the Church
organisation, even internationally.

Another change of direction
This occurred in 1990 when Michael Stanley returned to
society pastoral duties on a full time basis. This
necessitated the College Council having to find a new
Principal, but who could replace Michael with similar
great drive and initiative? A worldwide search was
organised and, in the end, Rev Ian Arnold, from
Australia, was appointed to the post. So we now have a
new phase to look at. By this time I had been appointed
as College President This occurred on the retirement of
Arthur Jackson. So perhaps I can now talk with more
inside knowledge.
Ambience
Since there was no change of the premises, the
ambience did not change, except that it became
necessary during this period to do building work on the
College. Three new study-bedrooms were added, and
the office accommodation was realigned within the
building at the same time, for easy working with the now
increased workload.

participants should use to the full their own personal
qualities. He also is a fervent believer in ecumenical
contacts being essential for a full and complete ministry.
He, therefore, set about ‘networking’ the College with
other theological colleges in this country. He found
much on offer at these other Colleges around the
country, much that could be taken in and used very
effectively by our students and, equally importantly, at
little cost and trouble. Trevor Pitt, one of the Principals
at Durham University, and John Sutcliffe at the
Manchester Christian Institute were particularly helpful
to our College in this regard. In addition, Tony Ellis of
the University of Manchester was most helpful to the
College, as it was, amongst other things, with his cooperation that the College premises were used for
University evening courses. This new work added yet
greater breadth and choice to our own courses.
Curriculum
Arising from Ian Arnold's concept of 'The Alternative
Pathway', the new course content became much wider
and there was for the first time much choice available
for the students to make their selections. This in its turn
meant further extensions to the College library, which
Ian was more than keen to support, in spite of the extra
work. At this time, the cultural situation in this country,
and also the employment situation, meant that it was
now more difficult for mature ordination students to
come to the College, as residential students, over the
several years that it took them to complete their
courses. As a result of the ‘networking,’ it became
apparent to the College that this cultural fact had
previously been recognised by the other denominational
colleges in this country and that they had acted
accordingly. The New Church College now set about
providing ‘dispersed learning courses.’ (These are not
correspondence courses which are notorious for being
inefficient.) Dispersed learning courses are somewhat
akin to Open University type courses. The students are
in tutorial contact all the time, but at a distance. They
come together twice a year for face-to-face contact,
giving interaction with each other and with the College
staff. It was appreciated that this planned change in
direction, to ‘dispersed learning,’ meant a very muchincreased workload for the College staff.
Notwithstanding this, the initial planning went ahead.
The College had a really good governing Council at this
time, which moved it on to be more contemporary in its
outlook.

Staffing
Interaction
A new Principal is bound to give a change of direction.
Ian was, and is, a visionary person. Ian was more than
keen to continue and to expand the work that had
already been started so well by Michael, but he did not
believe in a one-size course that fits all types of student,
at whatever level it was taken. True ministry required
that as well as having academic bedrock; the

In tandem with the increased and diverse activity going
on within the College, interaction with the outside was
increasing. To some extent the College had become the
‘think tank’ for the whole Church, as it experimented
with the new activities and ideas. Ian was also very
keen to support the General Conference programme of
(Continued on page 11)
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continued
Overall

(Continued from page 10)

Auxiliary Ministry that was now getting started. He
supported this programme with vigour and enthusiasm.
Also, the College sponsored and organised two
international summer seminars during this period, the
papers from which were subsequently published. There
was also much involvement with the newly postcommunist Czech Republic, and its emerging New
Church. The College in fact sponsored and trained one
of its students for ordination.
Funding
It was noted within this period of further expansion that
the College could still be generous to outside
educational initiatives, but probably now on a smaller
scale than previously.

It has already been said, that all was now visible and
high profile. In this period of ecumenical leanings, rather
than the former isolationist approach, the idea was
considered, whether the College should get
accreditation from a suitable university, in order to issue
its own internationally recognised graduate
qualifications for its own courses. However, after very
much work, this idea was dropped, as not only would
the expense have been terrific, there would also be
much bureaucracy to be shouldered and overcome. The
benefits to be received from such an exercise were just
not worth the cost and the effort. However, it was with
reluctance that the idea was dropped. The College
continued to work in association with colleges of other
denominations.
(To be continued)

Reading Swedenborg
Why are the Writings of Emanuel
Swedenborg not simpler to
understand? If you think of it this
way - God had to inspire
Swedenborg to write books that
were for everyone. They had to be
interesting and inspiring to those
who were highly academic, and
also contain enough of interest to
those who were not at all
academically minded.
He had already done this when He inspired those
people who wrote the Word. Think for a moment. Do
you understand the Word? If the answer is Yes then I
challenge you to read the book of Ezekial, not merely
the chapter on the dead bones. Or read the gospel of
Luke and again not just the bits you know. Personally I
find Luke incredibly difficult. Or read Revelation, again
not just the beginning and the wonderful last two
chapters. Now answer my question. Do you understand
the Word? But does this stop you reading it or listening
to it read in church? The Writings of Swedenborg are
just one more expression of truth Divine.
I think too that we ought to remember that the
Writings of Swedenborg have been read by many
comparatively uneducated people at the beginning of
the last century. How did they manage it. My parents left
school at fourteen, my mother went to work in a
Lancashire cotton mill and my father in a factory. Yet in
our house we had quite a good number of
Swedenborg’s books.
Rev Alan Lewin in his notes for reading the Arcana,
writes, “The writings of the New Church of which Arcana
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Caelestia is the first, are full of spirit and life. Please
don’t worry about understanding everything you read.
Trust that the Lord will reveal to you what will be of use.”
For a number of years I taught young adults who
couldn’t read. Unless I could convince them that they
would learn to read I made little progress with them.
You probably know people who are all too ready to say,
“I can’t do arithmetic, I never could”, and the block is
there. If you are convinced that something is impossible
for you, it is so. In order to learn or understand anything,
you need an affirmative or positive attitude.
“Good is flowing in constantly from the Lord,
but where no affirmative attitude exists it is not
accepted.” Arcana Caelestia 3913
In the church there seems to exist a negative
attitude to the wonderful teachings that we have. And
when this attitude is accepted the next stage is to
wonder if they are really necessary. Is that feeling
creeping into the church now?
Again how can we convince others of the value of
our church if we can’t convince ourselves. Can you
imagine trying to persuade someone to read a book by
saying: ”Of course I can’t understand it but I know that it
is very good”. Reading the revelations from God is not
just for a few. We can all gain something from them.
Again I quote from Alan Lewin’s notes, “However little or
however much you read and understand, The Lord and
the angels will be with you to instil within what you need
for eternal life. Don’t worry too much about the parts you
don’t understand. Enjoy what the Lord is saying to you
in those you do.”
Renee James

Notices
Trustees of Conference
At its May meeting the Governing Council will vote for two Members of Conference to be recommended to
be appointed as Trustees by the Conference Annual General Meeting in July 2004. Any member, society or
group wishing to suggest names for consideration by the Council should send them by the end of April to:
Michael Hindley
Chief Executive of The General Conference of the New Church
59 Campernell Close, BRIGHTLINGSEA, Colchester, Essex CO7 0TB
by e-mail to michael.hindley@generalconference.org.uk
or by telephoning him on 01206 303800.
For some time there has been confusion with the use of this term “Trustee” as distinct from the members of
the former Conference Council [now Governing Council], who are the legal trustees of the Conference for the
purposes of Charity law and also the directors for the purposes of Company law. Consequently the Council
gives advance notice that at Conference this year it will propose an amendment to the Articles of Conference
to change the designation from Trustee to Honorary Life Member of Conference.

National Womens League Benevolent Fund
Annual General Meeting
The Annual General Meeting of the National Womens League benevolent Fund will be held at the Accrington
church on Saturday May 8th commencing with a service to be led by Mrs Thelma Wilson at 2.30pm.
The meeting will then follow at 3.30pm with tea at 4.30pm.
Everyone will be warmly welcomed.
May Liversedge
Secretary

Jean Chambers, Chairman of the Governing Council, has a new email address:
jean.chambers@generalconference.org.uk
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