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“Between Two Rivers”
This heading is a translation of the name 'Mesopotamia' which is the older name for
Iraq. Poignantly, it is also often referred to as the "cradle" of (Western) civilisation, the
land of Sumeria, the land of Ur of the Chaldees; the land from which Abram was called
by God to leave and go to a land which he would be shown (Genesis 12). It is truly an
ancient land.

JOURNAL OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE NEW CHURCH

In the current war situation, we should not overlook these origins, and as we try to
keep a prayerful sense of war and peace with loss of life and affected families, one way
we can do that is to focus positively on this ancient land and its people. It helps 'ground'
the situation in reality and with humanity as we hold this part of the world and its people
in our hearts, beyond any politics and rights and wrongs, wishing it and its people peace
and safety.
So I am writing here about the land rather than the war, for this reason.
If you have been following the progress of the war, you will no doubt have heard
references to the two great rivers, which flow through the heartland of Iraq, from
northwest to southeast - the Tigris and the Euphrates. They have their source in the
mountains of Turkey and Syria, far apart, but as they come down into Iraq they draw
closer, until finally they unite in the marshlands of the southeast delta before pouring into
the Persian Gulf. Here live - or lived until the marshes were drained - the Marsh Arabs who are a gentle, unhurried people in reed boats and who fish and offer hospitality to all
comers. Their life is beautifully presented in "The Marsh Arabs" by Wilfred Thesiger
(Penguin Books)
These are two big rivers which wend through desert lands, bringing life-giving water
and soil-deposits which can help to make Iraq a truly fertile region - the richness of
Babylon with its hanging gardens as one of the seven wonders of the ancient world. The
other and similar instance of this same provision is Egypt with its river Nile. Move a few
kilometres away from the river and its alluvium (soil deposit) and you are in dry desert
with dust storms.
It fascinates me how physical geography - and especially the geography of the Bible
lands - so amazingly offers apt illustrations of spiritual laws and principles. The familiar
example of this is that the river Jordan (another life-giving river!) flows through the Sea
of Galilee and on into the Dead Sea. The first sea is full of life in its waters and on its
banks; the second is dead. Why? Because both physically and symbolically, the river
enters into and flows out of the Sea of Galilee (heavenly life) but only into the Dead Sea
(self life).
(Continued on page 2)
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Our mission is to express, share and experience with others in life an
inclusive, non-judgmental vision of God’s kingdom
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(Continued from page 1)

Iraq - Mesopotamia - the "land between the two rivers" can well remind us of the Lord's flow of life into our life with
everything that this brings. But I also like the point that a) there are two rivers, and b) they come ever closer together
as they flow on. You can read all sorts of things into this of course but what comes to me is the idea that life itself is
so full of opposites and complements (work and play, head and heart, self and others, light and dark etc.,) and we
stand "between two rivers" which are there to come closer together in our being to make it a complete and balanced
life, a life from God who is Divine Love and Wisdom.
Hold this land as special and sacred as this war proceeds.
Rev Julian Duckworth

News of the Churches
Brightlingsea
Its Good to be Able to Hear Better
Our new radio microphone system is being greatly appreciated,
especially by those of us who don't hear quite as well as we did, Many
thanks to Graham Fisher and our committee for seeing to it for us.
Readers at a distance may remember that our church backs on to St
James's round the corner, whose morning service ends about the time
ours begins. You can imagine our surprise when, on trying out our new
gadget at ten to eleven one Sunday, our loud speakers enabled us to
hear our Anglican neighbours' closing hymn!
We decided that this was taking "Churches Together" to unreasonable
extremes and concerns were expressed as to the likely effect of us each
having a wedding or funeral proceeding at the same time!

Brightlingsea New Church

Happily the problem has been resolved with some slight adjustment to our equipment. Our friends from St James
who come to our coffee morning shared our amusement.
Geoff Cunningham
From the Brightlingsea Newsletter

Scottish Association
A meeting of the Scottish Association Committee was held on 21st February. We
were pleased to hear that Jack Dunnion is making progress in preparing material
for a Paisley New Church web site. This is an exiting step forward for us. Once
the web pages are ready, Jack is planning to bring his computer along to church
one Sunday so that members of the congregation can have a look at the
contents of the site.
The Association is also considering holding outreach stalls at various festivals,
including the National Pipe Band Festival in Dumbarton. As yet details are
sketchy as we are awaiting further information about the dates and venues of
festivals.
Reaching out in new forms

It was agreed that, in future, meetings of the Association would be held on
Sundays, following the Morning Service. The Scottish Association Annual
General Meeting will therefore be held on Sunday 11th May at 1.00pm.
From the Paisley Newsletter
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In Memory

Archbishop Joseph A Agbaje 1922 - 2002

The announcement of the Rev Joseph Agbaje's death
on 3Oth July 2002 did not reach me until recently when
we received in this country the Order of his Memorial
Service (front cover shown in picture below) held at the
New Church Cathedral at Owo, Ondo State, Nigeria on
16 November 2002.
Joseph was born into a princely family, his father
being a Muslim, and his mother a Christian, was a
Chiefs daughter. Joseph followed his mother's faith, and
if his one aim in life could be summed up, it would be
the familiar: Education, Education, Education -both in
secular, as well as in religious training. Naturally,
Joseph became a teacher, and though he never
enjoyed worldly prosperity, he made sure that all his
children were well educated. After he qualified as a
teacher he gained a wide experience in local schools
and became a Headmaster. He was also very active in
the New Church, especially in leading and instructing
the many children and young people. In 1957 he
successfully applied for and started his training for the
Ministry at the New Church College in Woodford Green
and was ordained in 1960 by Conference.
On his return to Nigeria, he still had to work as a
teacher, while also fulfilling his duties as a minister,
opening a number of church schools, which in those
days led to the opening of new churches. He had two
further periods of absence while he studied in American
universities gaining degrees in religious studies and
education. In 1981, I went to Nigeria on behalf of the
General Conference as President to ordain him as a
Bishop, so that he could take charge of the now
independent New Church in West Africa.
These are the rather dry facts of a man's life, but
those who knew Joseph have a memory of a gentle,
scholarly, almost a shy but a friendly person. A man one
could trust and rely on, and obviously a man of great
courage, which, believe me, all ministers needed during
those turbulent years.
The New Church in Nigeria has never been very
easy to hold together. The country is large, uses many
different regional languages, and most of our churches
exist in separate, more or less independent centres.
Misunderstanding can easily arise and holding the
whole Church together, and inspiring co-operation
between them all, when nearly all of them are often in
desperate circumstances is very difficult. I believe that
Joseph, who was a very fair-minded person, stood
against anything he regarded as unjust. He encountered
many difficulties, even opposition. He retired from office
in 1992, but was still teaching new groups of young
people.
To my great sorrow, at about this time I lost contact
with him because my Air Letters were returned to me by
the local Post Office, marked - "P.O. Box not paid for",
even though his home address was on the envelope. I
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felt very frustrated and my heart went out to him, even if
my letters could not reach him.
Dear Joseph deserved better than that and the
tribute paid to him at the Memorial Service showed the
high respect in which he was held by many. The
younger ministers simply called him Papa, which makes
it clear that he had a profound influence on them. He is
survived by his wife Margaret - truly a wonderful person
and a very loyal supporter throughout their 39 years of
marriage, and by their many children and their families.
Since the New Church in Nigeria had become
independent, we have tended to lose contact, and this is
partly due to the fact that the post was so unreliable. It
could take 3-6 months to get a reply. Our College in
Manchester had for years tried to organise a short
course for several of their ministers. Our own Principal
John Presland had spent many hours dealing with the
Foreign Office and other departments to get a permit for
them to come. We printed a prospectus for the course,
accounted for every day of their stay and listed their
visits to different places. But all to no avail. The idea had
to be abandoned. The current state of the world and
international politics really stand in the way of continuing
our brotherly contact. I know that Joseph felt cut off and
isolated.
Yet the New Church in Nigeria is flourishing and
new centres are being opened, thanks to the complete
dedication of several outstanding ministers, of whom
Bishop Joseph A Agbaje was a fine example and
inspiration to others. Perhaps the time has come to ask
our brethren in West Africa to send us some
missionaries to Britain?
Rev Christopher V A Hasler

Conference Council Notices
Chief Executive
The Conference Council is very pleased to announce that, following an interview, Mr Michael Hindley has accepted
the offer of appointment to the post of Chief Executive of The General Conference of the New Church. Mr Gordon
Kuphal will retire as Secretary of Conference at the end of October 2003.
In accordance with Article 29, the appointment is subject to the approval of the General Conference at its Annual
Meeting in July, when the Council will submit a motion for the appointment of Mr Hindley.
The whole Church will join in wishing well to Mr Hindley as he relinquishes the Chairmanship of the Conference
Council and undertakes this important role which, under the RENEW scheme, will have larger scope than the
Secretaryship of Conference in the past.

Withdrawal of Rev D A Lomax from the position of Director of Educational Development
Rev David Lomax resigned from his employment with the Conference in December 2000 but expressed the wish that
his name should remain on the list of Ordained Ministers recognised by Conference. The Conference Council
interviewed Mr Lomax in March 2001 and communicated its views to the Ministers' Committee that it concurred with
his request. The Ministers' Committee discussed the matter in April 2001 and agreed that Mr Lomax' s name should
remain. There was no suggestion communicated to the Council by the Ministers' Committee that there was any
barrier to Mr Lomax's future employment.
When the post of Director of Educational Development was advertised in mid 2002, an application was received
from Mr Lomax. He was interviewed and the panel recommended acceptance of his application. He was duly
appointed by the Council in October 2002.
Within days of the appointment being announced certain individuals, who appeared not to have accepted the
majority view in 2001, raised serious concerns about the suitability of Mr Lomax for this appointment. Mr Lomax was
made aware of these concerns, and offered to meet to discuss a resolution of these difficulties with those expressing
them. However the nature and strength of the concerns expressed made it impossible to follow this approach, and he
felt that his position as Director of Educational Development would no longer be tenable.
Whilst being saddened that these concerns had not been made known to the Council at the time of Mr Lomax's
resignation, it regrets that it had no option but to accept his withdrawal from the post of Director of Educational
Development.

New Church Centre Growth Trial at Greenhill
Due to changed circumstances amongst the proposed personnel of the trial at Greenhill, the Trial Team has
reluctantly and regrettably recommended that the trial should not proceed. This recommendation has been accepted
and those involved have been informed of this decision.
Although a number of other church groups had expressed a strong interest in hosting the trial, the lack of people
putting their names forward as Trial or Assistant Trial Leaders means there are no immediate alternatives to the
Greenhill proposal. Accordingly the Trial as originally conceived is being put on hold for the time being whilst the
objectives and approach are reconsidered.
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Person to Person - The Gospel of John
This is the thirteenth part of the serialisation of the late Rev Paul Vickers’ commentary on the Gospel of John.
Paul commenced his work with the following words:

“It seems incredible to say that we could form part of a group learning from a disciple who
walked and talked with Jesus Christ, and yet that is the opportunity John's gospel opens up.”
CHAPTER SIX
We were shown in chapter 3 that we must be born of
water and the spirit. The last two chapters have
concentrated on the idea of water, at the well in Samaria
and the pool in Jerusalem. Now the emphasis turns to
the spirit of true life which is needed to work with the
water of truth. This chapter falls into sections which lead
progressively to a deeper understanding of the nature of
this life, though with the evil that increasingly leads to
the rejection of Jesus.
First, we see Jesus showing his power by feeding a
multitude from a few loaves, but this only stirs up a
desire among them to make use of him as a miracle
worker, and he has to break off and leave the crowd.
When they come to him again, he leads them to think of
a higher food for their souls, which he as the bread of
life is bringing from God. When they question this
assertion, Jesus equates this bread of life with his flesh
and blood which they must eat to be saved; and many
find this impossible to accept.
When the real nature of Jesus' work is revealed in
this way, it is disastrous for his following in Galilee.
Many, who had been his disciples and followed him,
now leave, though the Twelve remain loyal and stay
with him. Later we shall see Jesus rejected in Jerusalem
and eventually condemned, but it is as well to remember
that the rejection began in Galilee as he made clear the
nature of his work.
1 - 25 FEEDING FIVE THOUSAND
Until the final days in Jerusalem and the crucifixion, this
is the only incident which is in John and also in the
Synoptic Gospels.
This is because John selects only a few incidents to
assist the development of thought and concentrates on
the words of Jesus and their meaning, whereas the
Synoptic Gospels record as many incidents and as
much teaching as they can gather and seek instead to
make a detailed record of Jesus' life. John includes this
miracle because it is the occasion of Jesus' teaching
about the bread of life, and the development of thought
about his real nature.
This miracle commonly leads to discussion about
the miraculous powers of Jesus, and suggestions are
made to diminish the miracle by imagining that his
example in sharing the bread and fish made people
share their own food to the benefit of all. But there is no
5

indication of this in the text which clearly describes the
miracle. Moreover the assertions by Jesus which follow
the miracle require a view of his nature which is far
more demanding than the miracle itself. A miracle is a
light thing on which to base a faith, and how anyone
sees miracles means little compared with how he or she
lives and loves others. Nevertheless we need to see
clearly what is involved. If you imagine the world has an
independent existence and is constructed only by
physical laws, then it becomes impossible to add God,
or any of the apparently miraculous powers attributed to
him, on to that sterile image. However, if you see
creation as the constant work of God, which he creates
by laws which enable human beings to understand and
use it, then it becomes a living texture which love
creates; and then it can also take on board what is
necessary for God to help men and women at particular
times. How it does so then becomes a minor
consideration.
1 - 4 After these things, Jesus went away over the sea
of Galilee (that is, Tiberias); and a great crowd followed
him, because they saw his signs which he did upon
those who were sick. And Jesus went up into the
mountain, and sat there with his disciples. And the
Passover, the feast of the Jews, was near.
It is unlikely that John the disciple referred to the "sea of
Tiberias", for that city was not founded alongside the
western shore of the lake in 22 A.D. The addition is for
those of the Roman world who, by the latter half of the
first century, had come to refer to the lake in this way,
and the name was probably added by his amanuensis.
We have already remarked on the fact that the previous
chapter leaves Jesus in Jerusalem, whereas this one
begins in Galilee. As I have indicated, this probably
stems from John's concentration on explaining Jesus'
work, rather than following a rigidly chronological
sequence. It would seem that the crowd is pursuing
Jesus because of the healings he has done, and he
crosses the lake to the eastern side and goes up into
the mountain to escape for a while.
The mention of the Passover sets the theme for this
chapter, which is concerned with spiritual feasting with
Jesus so that we can be saved; at the Feast of
Passover, Jews still remember the Lord's work to save
them. It also probably explains the great crowd coming
to Jesus who are spoken of in verse 5, apparently a
crowd other than the one which had compelled him to
move away up the mountain. At Passover time, all those
(Continued on page 6)

The Gospel of John
(Continued from page 5)

who could went up to Jerusalem, and people from the
countryside would be gathering in crowds to travel there
together.
5 - 7 Then lifting up his eyes and seeing that a great
crowd was coming towards him, he said to Philip, "How
shall we buy loaves of bread, that these may eat?" But
this he said to try him, for he himself knew what he was
going to do. Philip answered him, "Loaves costing two
hundred denarii would not be sufficient for each of them
to get a little".
Jesus recognized Philip's ability to calculate and reason
things out and challenged him with an apparently
insoluble problem, knowing all the while that his own
power was the only answer. The same challenge comes
to each one of us. We often find ourselves as
despondent as Philip, when we look at the many things
in our life which need feeding with love and affection,
while we have such a restricted supply of those things.
Philip shows us one aspect of our discipleship, which
wants to accomplish the Lord's work but which thinks
our own resources are our only strength. He thinks you
can buy the love you need in life with the silver denarii
of the truth you learn. The "two" in the price of the bread
shows this silver is the truth which is meant to join with
love and make the perfect pair; but the fact that it is "not
sufficient" shows that the truth is inadequate because it
is not seen as dependent on love for its power. "Two
hundred" simply multiplies the failure and shows how
enormously such thinking is misled. (The amount
mentioned is certainly huge, for a labouring man earned
a denarius a day and would need to work for best part of
a year to raise two hundred.)
Truth is so important to us in learning about our
faith, that we may fall into the same trap as Philip and
think that knowing the truth we learn is actually going to
do something for us. Its only purpose is to reveal to us
the love we need in our life, and to show us how to feed
on that love from God.
8 - 9 One of his disciples, Andrew (Simon Peter's
brother) said, "Here is a little boy who has five barley
loaves and two small fish; but what is that for so many?"
Andrew (as we have seen) shows a different aspect
of our discipleship: our obedience. This is less reliant on
our self, and is willing to accept the Lord's power into
our life. So it can recognize the only things we have that
he could use, but still sees them as inadequate. The
mention of the "little boy" gives the key to what can be
used. Everyone has experienced true love in infancy
when affection to a mother or nurse was spontaneous
and unselfish. For most of us, childhood holds a good
deal of experience of spontaneous love that does not
depend on calculation or seeking for advantage.
Similarly there have been moments at the beginning of
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our instruction when truths about loving others have
been seen with joy and delight, and not as restraints on
our selfishness. The remnants of these early states are
still in our minds, although they are withdrawn from the
calculating, self-seeking consciousness of our adult life.
Those early states are essential to our proper
development, for the Lord needs a point of entry, a part
of our mind which will react to his unselfish love and its
vision of truth as a joyous way of service. There are a
multitude of thoughts and desires in our mind, and all of
them need to be filled with unselfishness and
willingness to serve. It is from the deep-seated
remnants of our childhood states that the Lord can feed
in the love and wisdom our life needs.
The barley loaves of the little boy are the remnants
of good and loving states in us - barley, and not the
superior wheat, because these things, though in touch
with heavenly love, were formed in the natural part of
our mind which we use in this world. There are "five" of
them because that figure is used in the Word for what
seems little, like the fingers of one hand, but which can
accomplish so much. The fish would not have been raw,
but dried or pickled to keep till wanted. (Indeed, John
uses the specific word for such food, whereas the other
gospels use the normal word for 'fish'.) They are the
truths we caught with joy before we knew to take and
use things just for ourselves, and they have been
preserved above our consciousness until we can use
them. There are "two" of them, because each truth is
meant to partner something of love and bring it to pass.
Divine love can stir these remnants from past innocent
states and use them to fill our mind and life.
10 - 11 And Jesus said, "Make the people sit down".
Now there was much grass in the place, so men to the
number of about five thousand sat down. And Jesus
took the loaves and, having given thanks, distributed
them to the disciples, and the disciples to those seated;
and in the same way the fish, as much as they wished.
They are on the eastern side of the lake, on what was
largely grazing land, and there is plenty of room for the
vast crowd to sit on the grass, which might not have
been possible on the Capernaum shore which was more
populous and settled. Matthew adds that there were
women and children as well as the five thousand men,
as there must have been, but the other gospels
presumably count families by the man in the usual way.
The people had to be settled in an orderly way to be
fed by Jesus. That made good practical sense for the
earthly miracle, but it portrays the way we must be
prepared if we are to receive new life from him. While
we wander about from one interest to another, there is
nothing to receive any changed life. To "sit down" fixes
our attitude; we are willing to concentrate on what Jesus
can give us and make it the settled purpose of our lives.
(Continued on page 7)

continued
(Continued from page 6)

The "grass" we sit on is the means we have to develop
this new state. From the earth of our mind grows
knowledge and intelligence from the Scriptures, the
basic growth of knowledge of commandments and
teaching which has formed in us. Here sit the "five
thousand", that is, the innumerable emotions and
thoughts that make up a human mind.
When we are in this receptive state, Jesus can feed
us, not from himself directly, but by means of his
disciples. We are not to expect love to take over our
mind suddenly, so that we do not recognize any
connection with our old self. We are not to expect new
visions of truth to arise without any connection with our
life and experience. The disciples are the principles of
faith and love, obedience and earthly service, which
make a structure in our mind, and it is from these
beginnings that Jesus can feed the love and truth we
need into our consciousness. But we must be in no
doubt that they come from the Lord himself. From those
original remnants of true and loving states we knew in
childhood he will develop love and understanding for our
adult needs. His life will multiply them into responsible
attitudes of Christian love that can sustain us in all the
problems and needs we face now. There may be many
years of thoughtlessness and wasted living before he
can turn us to him and we are willing to be fed by him,
but the miracle is there, waiting to happen for each one
of us. It is very easy for us to think that we manufacture
the developing vision for our life and we make the love
which lives our new life. We must remember that such
new life is the Lord's action with us personally, feeding
us with new life at every stage.
12 - 13 And when they were satisfied, he said to his
disciples, "Gather up the fragments left over that nothing
may be lost". Therefore they gathered them and filled
twelve baskets with the fragments of the five barley
loaves left by those who had eaten.

agitation at this time among the Jews, rousing constant
expectation of the Messiah promised in their Scriptures,
and it led eventually to their rebellion and their
destruction by Rome. Here their reaction portrays for us
how our selfishness can destroy what the Lord is trying
to do. We need a sense of dependence on him and a
willingness to submit ourselves to his purpose for us,
but our selfishness can take over this new attitude and
turn it so that we use it to get our own way and
authorise our own ideas. We want to make it our own
personal king. It is a reaction we all know, and we can
see it expressed to the limit in those who claim to speak
for God and so control their followers, in those who
demand that others follow the ideas they see and obey
them. All this is far from Jesus' intention, and so he
recedes from the people, going higher up the mountain
to show that his purposes are far higher than these.
16 - 21 And when evening came his disciples went
down to the sea, and got into the boat to go over the
sea to Capernaum. And it had already become dark and
Jesus had not come to them, and the sea was tossed by
a strong wind. Then having rowed about twenty five or
thirty stadia, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and
coming near the boat, and they were frightened. But he
said to them, "It is I, myself; do not be afraid". They
were willing then to receive him into the boat, and
immediately the boat was at the land where they were
going.
This appears to be a summary version of the story in
Mark 6:45-62, but John shows Jesus separating himself
from his disciples as well as the crowd, and the disciples
heading back to the western side of the lake by their
own decision. A "stadium" was about two hundred
yards, a little less than our furlong, so they had rowed
some three to four miles in a strong wind and difficult
sea when they saw Jesus.

14 - 15 So the people, having seen the sign Jesus had
done, said, "This is truly the prophet who is to come into
the world!" Therefore Jesus, knowing that they were
about to come and snatch him away to make him king,
withdrew again to the mountain by himself.

The darkening scene and difficult journey show us
losing contact with Jesus; and we must realise that the
darker side of our nature will let in thoughts of our own
desires and will raise our selfishness, so that our
Christian life becomes difficult. It is then that we have to
realise that Jesus has taken power over the evil that
disturbs us: he walks on this tumultuous sea. The power
of love flowing in from Jesus always provides a way to
act, however dark life becomes, however many wrong
ideas blow through our mind. He walks on the turbulent
sea of selfishness that makes our life difficult and there
he can show us how to act for others. The clash
between our self-wanting and his straightforward
solutions of love may well make us afraid; but if we are
willing to accept his love into our life, we shall find we
have accomplished life's journey and are at the land we
are travelling to, just as the disciples completed their
journey the moment Jesus was in the boat.

The miracle raises Messianic fervour in the crowd, who
want to take Jesus and make him king. There was much

(Continued on page 8)

The baskets were the type commonly carried by people
on the move, roomy to carry what was necessary but
capable of being slung on one person's back. From the
number, we might presume they were carried by the
twelve disciples. Gathering up so much food left over
emphasises the fullness of the provision made, and it is
a reminder to us that the Lord will provide development
of affection and vision in our lives without limit, as we
are willing to receive it.
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The Gospel of John
(Continued from page 7)

Such fluctuations between our selfishness and
Jesus' life in us are inevitable, for we need to realise
what our planning and wanting for ourselves will do to
us and we must choose step by step to use Jesus' love
instead. We have to choose his way, and to do it with
our eyes open. His love has no desire to dominate us,
but rather to draw us willingly into the joy of living for
others, so that we know his own delight in what love can
accomplish.
22 - 25 The next day the crowd standing on the other
side of the sea, saw that no other small boat had been
there except one, and that Jesus had not gone in that
boat with his disciples, but that his disciples went away
in it alone (but small boats from Tiberias came near that
place where they had eaten the bread, after the Lord
had given thanks). When therefore the crowd saw that
neither Jesus nor his disciples was there, they boarded
the small boats and came to Capernaum seeking Jesus.
And having found him on the other side of the sea, they
said to him, "Rabbi, when did you come here?"
The meaning here, despite the tangle of words, is quite
straightforward: When the crowd realised that the
disciples had left in the only boat, but that Jesus had

continued
also managed to cross over to Capernaum, they
followed and asked him how he had done it. The
complication arises because of the need to explain how
the crowd crossed over to Capernaum if the disciples
used the only boat on that shore. The mention of the
boats coming from Tiberias clarifies that point (in what is
probably an insertion, perhaps by the amanuensis, for
John in this gospel does not use the word "Lord").
"When" in the crowd's question is a word that can carry
the intensive force of "How (on earth!) did you come
here?"
The crowd's persistence in following Jesus could be
commendable, but they are still only pursuing the
miracle worker who can cross lakes. We may feel they
are fools to miss the reality of Jesus' work; but it is worth
remembering that we are content to waste time
chattering about how the Lord can do wonderful things
for us, and yet may actually do very little to change our
motives and our lives.
Person to Person - The Gospel of John
To be continued

Walking the Earth
Room 9 on the top floor had been converted into a
quiet room with candles and Angel Cards and this
proved very popular. The Hive accommodated a handstitched labyrinth, which we were all invited to walk.
There were many twists and turns on our journey to the
cross at the centre; just like real life, we sometimes got
very close to our goal and then the path moved away for
a while.

I spent the weekend of 7th - 9th March enjoying a
weekend retreat at Purley Chase. This was led by Mary
Duckworth on the theme of Walking the Earth.
We reflected on how we travel life's journey, and
whether the baggage we carry with us helps us on our
way or merely slows us down. Although we had been
asked to bring rucksacks and outdoor shoes, the poor
weather did not permit much rambling. We were
restricted mainly to walking around the building in pairs.

There were two long periods of silence of three
hours or more, which was new for many people. I felt it
worked well except at meal times when people's efforts
to communicate non-verbally proved more distracting
than speech.
My favourite part of the weekend was on Sunday
morning when we visualised the scene of the
Transfiguration as part of a led meditation. I left Purley
grateful for the personal space and time away from the
busyness of everyday life; a sentiment expressed by
many others. I look forward to similar retreats in the
future.
Trevor Millar

The highlight of the weekend for many people was
the Circle Dancing led by Rita Russell. Unfortunately I
have two left feet and took no active part in this.
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From the Bradford Newsletter

Index to New Church Periodicals 1981 - 2000
"The Jacobs Index"

Copies of the Index may be obtained as follows:-

The New Church College is delighted to make available
this major research tool, the devoted work over some 20
years of Mr Gordon Jacobs of Birmingham. The work
comprises an introductory Classification of Subjects of
10 pages, followed by the main body of the Index of 257
pages.

•

This work is in the tradition of the indices of Rev and
Mrs A Faraday, which covered the early period of the
New Church movement up to 1881. Gordon Jacobs,
however, has added to the concept of that early index
by identifying subject matters as well as titles. The
periodicals covered in this remarkable piece of work
are:-

Please email the College, and send your payment by
post. (Note: pdf files can be read by downloading free
WinZip and Acrobat Reader software off the Internet.)

Arcana, Chrysalis, Covenant, Lifeline,
The Messenger, New Church Life,
New-Church Magazine, New Philosophy,
Studia Swedenborgiana,
Swedenborg Society Magazine,
Things Heard & Seen.

A paper copy, unbound, back-to-back

£25 (UK)

Please write to the College enclosing your payment.
•

Two computer (pdf) files, available as
attachments to an e-mail £5 (UK)

Cheques should, please, be made out to New Church
College and posted to:
New Church College, 25 Radcliffe New Road, Radcliffe,
Manchester, M26 1LE
Anybody outside the UK who would like to receive the
Index should discuss arrangements with the College
Administrator:

Gordon Jacobs produced an earlier index, covering
1961-1980, but this regrettably is not in a readilyreproducible form. Copies may, however, be consulted
in major New Church Libraries, such as at the College.
The richness of this latest edition (1981-2000) is that it
can be made widely available, thanks to the excellent
work of a College staff member, Mrs Sarah Talbot, over
a year or more, in word-processing Gordon Jacobs'
manuscripts.

by phone on 0044 (0)161-766 2521; or
by email to admin@newchurchcollege.org.uk.
On behalf of the many who will benefit from this
amazing work, I congratulate and thank Gordon for
enabling the College to make available such a fine
resource, and celebrate our ability, given modern
technology, to offer it far and wide. Thanks be to God.
Rev John Presland
Principal, New Church College

Committee for Auxiliary Ministry

OUTLINE SERMONS
By Rev Robert Gill
CAM now has available a set of ten contemporary sermon outlines produced by Rev Robert Gill.
As well as very detailed sermon notes, they also contain suggested readings from the Word and the Writings.
They are suitable to be used as the basis of sermons and / or talks. Worship leaders are free to adapt them to
suit their own particular speaking style.
Each sermon outline costs 70p or £6.00 per set.
Order form available from:

Jan Millar

10 Crosshills Road, Cononley, Keighley, BD20 8LA
Tel: 01535 633730
Email: jan@millarcam.freeserve.co.uk

Will you please note that these, and all other CAM service and sermon sets, are also available either
on floppy disk or by email attachment. The format used is Word 97.
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In Memory
Fred's background was within the New Jerusalem
Church in what we think of these days as Greater
Manchester. He was raised in the Rhodes and
Middleton district where several generations of his
family had served the New Jerusalem Church there.
Born in 1927, Fred's childhood and youth took him
through those difficult years, which included World War
II. He, and later his brother Geoffrey, grew up amongst
a lively group of young people associated with the
Church, and that group included a bright, vivacious
young woman, Audrey Smith, who was to become his
beloved wife of over 50 years.
As a young man, Fred's spirit had been captivated
by a love for the Lord Jesus Christ, and his mind was
inspired by the teachings of his Church drawn from the
Christian theology and philosophy expressed in
Emanuel Swedenborg's writings. By the age of 17 he
had committed himself to share his faith with other
people. For Fred that meant the Christian ministry, and
a 4-year ordination course at the New Church College at
Woodford Green. He was ordained in June 1950 at
Accrington, and went to serve his first pastorate at
Chester New Church.
He and Audrey were married in 1952; and two years
later Janet, the first of their two daughters, was born. By
then Fred had moved to his second pastoral
assignment, serving the Heywood New Church
congregation in Lancashire. In 1958 the arrival of
Elizabeth completed Fred and Audrey's family. Around
that time Fred became seriously ill when he contracted
tuberculosis, and he was confined to a sanatorium for
several months. Fortunately, he made a good but slow
recovery. Eventually, he and Audrey decided, with
regret, that for a variety of reasons he must leave paid
ministerial service, and they returned to their roots in
Middleton.
Fred's love of learning and education and young
people led him to train for the teaching profession at the
Edge Hill Training College, Ormskirk, where his
daughters, both sons-in-law, and, later on, grandson
James were also to do their teacher training. As a
mature student, Fred obviously made an impact there,
and became the first male President of the Student
Union!
For the next 20 or more years, Fred and his family
were settled in their home in Middleton, and Fred's
teaching career led him to become Head of English at
Prestwich High School. But mixed in and integrated with
family and teaching was his abiding desire to serve his
Lord and Church, along with his great interest in
literature, history and music. What busy years they must
have been: with Audrey, nurturing and encouraging
Janet and Elizabeth; looking after both sets of
grandparents as they aged; regularly preaching twice on
Sundays in New Jerusalem Churches in the Manchester
area; playing the organ when he wasn't preaching;
running the occasional South Lancs New Church choir,
and much more besides. All on top of a demanding day
job!

Fred speaking in January this year on
the occasion of his youngest
granddaughter’s 18th birthday
Throughout these years, Fred never lost his first
love - the desire to minister to people, to share his faith
with them, and to support them in times of personal
need. So it was that in 1983 he "retired" from his
teaching career, and returned to full-time ministerial
service. He was appointed to the pastorates at
Haslingden and Burnley in North Lancashire, and gave
assistance to the congregations at Accrington and
Clayton-le-Moors. I say "full-time", because that's what it
was in effect, though he had actually returned on a
three-quarter-time basis.
His gifts and talents were much sought after, and it
was not long before he was serving on the Ministerial
Advisory Council. For a time he tutored ordination
students at the New Church College, now located in
Radcliffe, Manchester. He also found himself appointed
to the Committee on Ministry, working on a forwardlooking enquiry into the ways in which ministerial service
could be widened and broadened to allow more diverse
forms of ministry, notably that by women.
What a blow it was, then, that serious health
problems should once again raise their troublesome
head. A series of heart attacks eventually led to medical
advice that Fred should take early retirement, and we
can only imagine what a real blow this was to Fred and
to his flocks, and to the national denomination.
Throughout this period Fred had watched his
daughters grow and mature and blossom, both of them
following him into the teaching profession, and, as it
happened, both settled in Northumberland with their
own families. With their own parents departed this life,
Fred and Audrey decided their future lay up there, near
their treasured family, and the small town of Wooler
became their home for the next 15 years. Fred loved it
there. The history of the area, especially the Christian
heritage, fascinated him. He and Audrey became
(Continued on page 11)
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Rev Fred Clarkson
(Continued from page 10)

involved in a variety of local community activities. He
was a moving spirit in the establishment of a branch of
the U3A. He joined the local history society, and the
camera club. His political sympathies had long lain with
the Liberals, and he gave the active local Liberal
Democrats his support. But most notably, Fred's
educational background found a ready outlet in the
governing bodies of two local schools. He was a highly
respected Chair of Governors at Wooler First School;
and served on the governing body of Wooler Middle
School, where he took a special interest in community
and youth activities. Occasional forays on Sundays to
Seaburn Dene New Church in Sunderland enabled him
to exercise that special preaching skill which has been
so appreciated by so many people over the last halfcentury. Those visits were greatly missed by the
Seaburn Dene folk when the onset of cancer 4 years
ago meant a restriction of his activities.
Meanwhile, Janet and Colin, living in Morpeth, had
produced James and Rachel; and Elizabeth had
provided him with 2 more grandchildren, Matthew and
Amy. Janet's appointment as a head teacher of a
primary school gave Fred great satisfaction; and
Elizabeth's successful "career" in local politics,
culminating in her appointment as Mayor of Berwick this
very year, made him very proud. All the various musical
activities of his family were simply more icing on his
cake.
When Fred was diagnosed with cancer, his
approach was typical of the man. He was stoical and
patient, accepted the need for therapy of various kinds,
and resolved to live life as fully as possible to the end.
He and Audrey always cultivated a very close family life,
so how delightful and poignant it was, and how very

1927 - 2003
important to Fred, that on the day of his transition all of
them were able to be at home with him as he slipped
away through the veil that separates this earthly life
from the reality of spiritual life.
He was undoubtedly a man of many gifts. But we
know that the crucial point is what use we make of our
talents, and the manner in which we do so. Fred was
good with words, he loved the English language and its
literature, yet he was never verbose. He didn't like the
"sound of his own voice", using words sparingly but to
great effect. He was a strong-minded, determined man,
with clear views on many aspects of life. But he never
sought to impose those views, preferring to offer them
and leave others to make up their own minds.
At Fred's request, the Committal Service, attended
by family and close friends was conducted by the writer,
Bruce Jarvis, at Blyth Crematorium. Later the same day,
a Thanksgiving Service was held in Wooler Parish
Church. Fred had become a well-known character in the
district, and around 100 people joined the 30 or so
family and friends in St Mary's Church. The rector,
Canon Bob Burston, who thought highly enough of Fred
to make the long journey to visit him in Newcastle
General Hospital shortly before his death, conducted the
service, and the head teacher of Wooler First School, a
Reader in the Church of England, assisted. I was glad to
take part in a lovely service of thanksgiving, and to pay
the tribute to Fred's life and service. We rejoice that
Fred is now enjoying life in the world of spirit, and
experiencing for himself what he spent his life sharing
with so many people.
Rev Bruce Jarvis

From the Writings ...
As a result of what I have seen over so many years I can report as follows. The spiritual world contains countries just
as the natural world does; there are plains and valleys there, mountains and hills, springs and rivers. There are
parklands, gardens, woods and forests, There are cities containing palaces and houses. There is writing there and
there are books. There are administrative offices and businesses. There is gold and silver, as well as precious
stones. In short, every single thing to be found in the natural world exists there too, but those in heaven are
immeasurably more perfect. But there is the difference that everything to be seen in the spiritual world is created
instantly by the Lord, as for instance are the houses, parklands, food and so on. These are created to correspond to
the interiors of angels and spirits, that is, to their affections and the thoughts that spring from them. Everything,
however, which is to be seen in the natural world comes into being from seed and so develops.
True Christian Religion 794

"Minds are like parachutes.
They only function when they are open."
Sir James Dewar, Scientist
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Use what talents you possess; The woods would
be very silent if no birds sang there except those
that sang best." William Blake

Readers Letters
Dear Editor.
I was surprised to find the following
words, on the first page of your
March edition, " ...... the story of
Adam and Eve, whom the Bible
relates as being the first man and
women in the world." which is from
Chapter 2 of Genesis. Chapter 1 of
Genesis , however, in verse 27
states, "So God created Man
(humankind) in His image.... Male
and female created He
them."
The Lord has informed us in His
Second Advent Revelation that
when persons, places and things
are named, they represent qualities
of life in persons. So in the
beginning it was not just one man
and one woman but many. Chapter
2 in dealing with Adam and Eve is
actually dealing with the
Understanding and Will in each
person, and we might add that the
serpent , as part of God's creation,
represents the bodily senses of
those persons.
From the beginning, people had
to regenerate, and that this is only
possible when they confess, that
though they may know about good
and truth , yet of themselves they
have nothing of good and truth.
This is what is meant by
the earth, said to be a void and
emptiness, mentioned in Genesis
chapter 1 verse 2, which refers to
the external, or natural life into
which a person is born. In Arcana

Caelestia number 7 we are told that
this is the state both before infancy
and before regeneration.
When in adult years a person
makes this confession, then a
perception of what life is , and
therefore what they should desire
as their life, is given. This is meant
by the Garden of Eden. Before this
can become actual in life the evils
of the love of self have to be met
and shunned, this is meant by the
eating of the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil, while the
confession of being naked and
ashamed, is the state of
repentence, which is a turning away
from self to the Lord.
Sincerely ,
Rev Norman E. Riley
Dear Editor,
May I please try to clarify for your
readers the terms of sale relating to
Seminar Books.
If ordering from New Church
House, Manchester - the official
distributors, 'phone 0161 834 4192 customers wanting single copies for
their own use will be charged the
retail price : they will also be
charged for packing and postage.

so : they will then be supplied at the
wholesale rate - 40% less than the
retail price - and they will not have
to pay for the postage. This also
applies to single copies so long as
the customer is demonstrably
operating a bookshop. It is not
intended that well-meaning amateur
booksellers should then give the
books away, or sell them at bargain
prices thus undercutting other
outlets. The final purchaser is
expected to pay the proper retail
price, and the sales person is
expected to make a profit whether
he likes it or not !
If anyone would like to have a
go but can't afford the initial stock,
they are invited to contact me to
see what might be arranged.
Authors buying their own works are
in a special position : they are
usually entitled to an author's
discount of 40% so long as the
books are not for re-sale. Tricky
isn't it ? Books are on sale at
various prices, but the shorter
booklets all now retail at £1.
May I also please remind New
Church readers that the Missionary
Society is pleased to arrange for
students in further education to
receive Lifeline and Outlook free of
charge.
Yours sincerely,

Anyone, however, wishing to
buy in bulk (say, half a dozen
copies or more) for re-sale may do

G. Roland Smith
(Seminar Books)

The death was announced on 14th April of Mrs Moya Friend, mother, grandmother and great-grandmother, onetime Secretary of the Women's League, Secretary of the Missionary Society and Manager of New Church Press
Limited, at the advanced age of 93. A memorial service will be held at the Southend Church on June 7th.

Lifeline

Contributions should be sent to the Editor,
27 Woodland Way, Shirley, Croydon, CR0 7UB

Alan C Misson
Tel: 020 8777 5098
Email: alanmisson@btinternet.com

Lifeline is published on the 2nd Sunday of the month ( except in Jan and July ). Articles and notices should reach the editor
by the end of the second week of the month prior to publication.
Subscriptions to be sent to the Business Manager,
Ian D McCallum
65 Heaton Road, Stockport, Cheshire, SK4 4JJ
Tel: 0161 432 5362
Price per copy £1.10
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