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Unselfconsciousness
"And the eyes of both of them were opened,
and they knew that they were naked."
Genesis 3:7
A number of the people at Bradford have begun studying the Old Testament as part of
the dispersed learning course from the New Church College. The Rev Rita Russell and I
have had the great privilege and pleasure of tutoring them.

JOURNAL OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE NEW CHURCH

The first session was on the story of Adam and Eve whom the Bible relates as being
the first man and woman in the world. The story tells us that Adam and Eve were
determined to eat from a certain tree in the garden, 'The Tree of the Knowledge of Good
and Evil' but that God had forbidden this. Then a snake told them it would be Ok. So
they did.
"And the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked."
What does it mean to know that you are naked? This reminds me of dreams that I
and many people have had in which we find ourselves without clothes, in a group of
people who are all dressed. These are humiliating dreams and our strongest memory of
them is how self conscious they make us feel. It is this self consciousness that I believe
is the key to understanding the importance of the lesson this story teaches us.
When I was a teenager I occasionally had the opportunity to kiss a girl. Like most
teenagers I felt that such an experience should be very pleasant, even a bit of a thrill.
However more often then not it was neither. As the opportunity approached, my mind
would go into overdrive, analysing every thought, trying to work out what I should be
feeling, what I should be doing. How often I longed to shut down my mind, to go with the
flow, so to speak. What I was craving was unselfconsciousness.
Did you know that God always intended us to have this unselfconsciousness? He
created us blissfully innocent, but not blissfully ignorant. I believe men and women in
early times had a wisdom that was far beyond what we have today. They knew how to
care for their world. They lived a simple life of happiness and peace, They didn't worry
about what others thought of them. They didn't have to work at being nice, they simply
were. They knew there was a God and that He loved them. They felt that love flow
naturally between them.
But they wanted something more.

(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)

They wanted to decide for themselves what was
right and wrong (to eat from the tree of the 'knowledge
of good and evil'). They wanted to be their own Gods
which the snake correctly told them they could be. So
they lost their innocence and their happiness and their
unselfconsciousness. That is why today all of us, every
man, woman and teenager, are so self conscious. It's
not what God wanted, it's what we wanted. Even when

we look enviously at how unselfconscious some people
appear I'm sure if we were to go and ask them, they
would admit to us their doubts and fears and the
constant effort it takes to try and fit in.
Can we regain some of the unselfconsciousness we
have lost?
I believe we can. It's as simple as giving up the right
to be our own God, giving control of our lives to the
Lord. As we acknowledge His rule we should
experience His love flowing effortlessly through us and
out to others. As we read the Bible we should find a
confidence we have not known before. As we worship
Him, we should discover an unselfconsciousness we
have scarcely dreamed of.
Why don't you ask Him how to have this
unselfconsciousness today?
Rev Martin Pennington
From the Bradford Newsletter

In Memory

Elsie Nora Sutton July 1913 - Dec 2002

Nora was the second eldest of five children born to
Harold and Elsie Morley of Derby. She had lived in
Auckland New Zealand since emigrating in 1958 with
her late husband, Norman and their family.
She loved the New Church and its teachings,
having been inspired by such ministers as Rev Richard
Teed and Rev E Schrek. She had a great affection for
the present Derby Church building which her father's
firm built. The other place which was dear to her was
Purley Chase. She began attending as a child when her
parents were house master and mistress at the pre-war
Sunday School Teachers Summer School and she
continued attending until the war and then the family
intervened.

We rejoice that she will now be free of the crippling
effect of increasing mental and physical disability and
finding answers to all the questions she asked about.
But her growing family and her brother Keith, will miss
her quiet warm presence. She had 5 children, Julia
(Mulders) John, Philip, Rodney and Helen (Brown);
12 grandchildren and 6 great-grandchildren.
The memorial service was held at the New Christian
Church, Auckland, NZ on Monday 16th December.
Rev John Sutton

Announcement
The marriage of Julia Friend, daughter of David and Susan Friend, to Graham David Roitt
took place at Thame on January 11th 2003.
Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not selfseeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with
the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.
1 Corinthians 13:4-7 NIV
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Conference Council Report
Despite some of the worst weather of the winter all
members except one made it to Purley Chase. The
missing member was Geoff Nicholls who, earlier in
January, had an addition to his family, a baby daughter.
The Council's best wishes go to Geoff and Hazel.
The Treasurer reported that, although there was
less income than budgeted due to low interest rates,
nevertheless there was correspondingly less
expenditure largely due to initiatives in RENEW being
slow to mature.
The Treasurer expressed some concern as to the
relatively poor performance in recent months of
Schroders, Conference's Fund Managers. Other
investment managers are being considered. There does
appear to be a need to seriously consider moving the
Fund Management elsewhere.
The Church Growth Trial Team recommended that
the trial continue at Greenhill under the joint leadership
of the Rev Mary Duckworth and Mrs Helen Brown.
Subject to certain concerns being addressed the
Council supports the Church Growth Trial and pray that
all concerned in this venture will receive the Lord's
blessing.
There was delight that there had been an
application for Communications Manager and an
interview is to be arranged.
Even greater pleasure was felt on hearing that there
were two applications for the post of Chief Executive.
This is a key appointment in the new management
structure. An interview panel has been set up so that
early interviews can expedite this matter in order that
the successful candidate can begin to work with Mr.
Gordon Kuphal to enable a smooth handover. There
was relief that although RENEW projects have started
slowly there is now progress being made.
The issue of One Member One Vote (OMOV) and
its impact on membership is still under review. A
suggestion that there might be a subscription for
membership was hotly debated. There was also the
question as to whether some form of Society
Representation at Conference should be maintained.

31st Jan/1st Feb 2003

There is still some way to go on the issue of OMOV, but
praise was given for the vigorous approach of the
Management Structure team.
At Conference this year a Chairman and Vice
Chairman will be voted for by the members. All present
members of the Conference Council will resign. In
advance of the Annual Meeting nominations for the
Governing Council must be submitted. All nominations
must be accompanied by a short statement by the
candidate. A wide a spectrum of expertise is needed on
the Council.
The Remuneration Committee recommended that
all salaries be increased by March's RPI figure rounded
up to the next whole percentage point. (This was on the
expectation that the RPI figure would be below 2%.)
The Purley Chase Committee are exploring the way
forward for Purley Chase as a Centre. The Conference
Council urges the Committee to ascertain what would
be allowed in planning terms. In addition it would be
necessary for an architect to embark upon a feasibility
study. It is largely acknowledged that there would need
to be structural changes to the present building with
probably new accommodation also.
As Wilf and Irene Woodhouse are due to retire at
the end of February 2005 the Purley Chase Committee
will need to find replacements for the managers,
probably on a relatively short contract while the future of
Purley Chase is decided.
The Council was delighted to provide grants so that
Sam Kennion from Kearsley and Laura Pearce from
Dalton can attend Camp 2003 in the USA. The cost of
the grants will be borne by the surplus remaining from
Camp 2000.
The future heralds many changes. It is important
that people now begin to consider whether they have
skills which could be valuable to the Governing Council.
New ideas will reach fruition only if people commit
themselves to work with these ideas and make them a
reality.
Jean Chambers

♫♪ Sing to God new songs of worship ♫♪
You can dedicate a hymnbook for £4.00 each. You could “sponsor” a Hymn Book in celebration of an Anniversary,
Wedding, Christening or any other special occasion you would like to commemorate by an Inscription inside the front
cover of one of the new hymnbooks we will be purchasing shortly.
Or, as suggested last month, an inscription in loving memory of a family member or friend. See Philip Brooks who will
print an appropriate inscription – just let him know what you would like.
From the Keighley Newsletter
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Swedenborg and Ye Olde Cheshire Cheese
Half way along Fleet Street and in sight of St Paul’s you
will find a truly old pub, Ye Olde Cheshire Cheese.
Technically it is not in Fleet Street but approached
through a narrow and short alley called Wine Office
Court. Originally a Carmelite Monastery stood on the
site from the 13th century, but by the 16th century an inn
had been built in its place. Like so many buildings in and
around the city of London, this original inn was
destroyed by the Great Fire in 1666 after which the
current Ye Olde Cheshire Cheese was built. There is a
board near the entrance that lists 15 monarchs, through
whose reigns the inn has continued to serve local
people.
Many famous people have been patrons of the
Cheese including Dr Samuel Johnson whose house is
just around the corner at 17 Gough Square. But did
Emanuel Swedenborg ever eat and drink there as well?
To answer that question you need to look at what
Swedenborg was doing in the area around Fleet Street
and leading up to St Paul’s.
Most importantly the area was well known for its
printers, publishers and book sellers who lived and
worked in the streets and alleys off Fleet Street,
Ludgate Hill and the area now known as Paternoster
Square, currently under major redevelopment. For
example Mr Lewis and later Mr Evans, both of
Paternoster Row, sold copies of the Writings. More
significantly perhaps Swedenborg was a good friend of
Mr John Hart, a printer who lived in Poppins Court just
of Fleet Street and only a few hundred yards from the
Cheshire Cheese. John Hart had done the setting up for

Ye Olde Cheshire Cheese
Just off Fleet Street, London
printing of Arcana Caelestia and Swedenborg often
spent time with him when in London. Much earlier
Swedenborg had stayed with John Paul Brockmer, a
gold-watch engraver who lived in Fleet Street.
So put this all together and you have a picture of
Emanuel Swedenborg visiting this part of London over a
period of perhaps 30 years. Did he ever dine at Ye Olde
Cheshire Cheese? The answer is probably, but we don’t
know for sure. What we do know is that in his later years
he would have been seen regularly walking up and
down the streets and alleys from the Paternoster area
near St Paul’s, through Ludgate and up into Fleet Street
near the Cheshire Cheese. And all the time he was
busily ensuring that the precious revelations were
properly prepared for printing and publishing.

Looking along Fleet Street to St Pauls
Poppins Court is just on the left and the cranes
near St Paul’s are working on the re-development
of Paternoster Square
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Next time you are in London, take a walk from St
Paul’s to Ye Olde Cheshire Cheese in Fleet Street and
you will be walking in Swedenborg’s footsteps.
Alan Misson

Person to Person - The Gospel of John
This is the eleventh part of the serialisation of the late Rev Paul Vickers’ commentary on the Gospel of John.
Paul commenced his work with the following words:

“It seems incredible to say that we could form part of a group learning from a disciple who
walked and talked with Jesus Christ, and yet that is the opportunity John's gospel opens up.”
CHAPTER FIVE
1 - 16 HEALING IN JERUSALEM
The ministry oscillates between Galilee and Jerusalem
to show that Jesus works both in the outward mind of
our Galilee, and in the very heart of our spirit and
worship in our Jerusalem and its temple. There are six
signs, or miracles, of Jesus given in detail in John, three
of them in Galilee (the water turned to wine, the healing
of the nobleman's son, and the feeding of the five
thousand) and three of them in and around Jerusalem
(this healing of the impotent man at Bethesda, the
healing of the blind man, and the raising of Lazarus). It
is a reminder that we must keep both aspects of our life
in mind to maintain a true picture of our spiritual
development and the ways in which the Lord can help
us. The healing in Cana is worked in our outward life,
and now we must consider how the Lord is trying to heal
us at the deepest level.
1 - 4 After these things there was a feast of the Jews,
and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. And in Jerusalem
there is at the Sheep Gate a pool, which is called in
Hebrew "Bethesda", having five porches. In these were
lying a great multitude of those who were sick, blind,
lame, withered, awaiting the moving of the water. For
from time to time an angel descended in the pool and
troubled the water. So he who first entered after the
disturbance of the water became well, whatever disease
constrained him.
It is not clear which feast is meant here. There were five
feasts celebrated by the Jews at this time. The ancient
feasts were Unleavened Bread which was coupled with
the Passover, Harvest of First Fruits (Pentecost) and the
final Ingathering of Harvest (the feast of Booths). To
these had been added the feast of Lights and, after the
Maccabaean triumphs, Purim. Here the opening
sentence simply introduces a new section and explains
why we find Jesus in Jerusalem, and it is possible John
never specified the particular feast of this occasion.
It is not possible to be sure of the location of
Bethesda (which may explain why other names are
given in other versions). The word is Aramaic (which is
here called Hebrew) and might mean 'house of mercy'.
"Sheep Gate" in the Greek is only the adjective from
"sheep", and "gate" or "market" has to be understood.
The Sheep Gate was to the north of the temple
complex, and the pool is usually located in that area.

The conversation with the Samaritan woman
showed the change that comes when water drawn from
the well of truth by learning becomes the living water of
truth which acts from love in life. Now we have a pool of
water which heals disease. That same water of truth has
to heal us completely and also remove the inner
sickness of selfishness which prevents us living our life
for others and serving the Lord. We have seen the boy
healed at Cana in Galilee, which shows the way our
outward life can be renewed; now we are in Jerusalem,
and concerned with healing our inner spirit to maintain
that life.
To heal the diseased people, the water has to be
put in motion by an angel, or "messenger" from God, for
truth can only achieve change when it is put in motion
and directed upon the evils that need changing. We
need to remember that, though we must accept and act
upon it, it is the Lord who acts by the truth and stirs up a
healing situation if we will reject our selfishness. The
multitude waiting to be healed are the many tendencies
to selfishness which direct our lives, and which need to
be changed by truth. When selfishness is in our heart,
we are blinded and cannot see what others need, lame
and cannot move in ways that would help others,
withered and have no power to do anything to assist
them. Having lived life so long from selfishness, our
mind is diseased so that we only see and feel how we
are affected by life's problems and not how they affect
others. Unless this fundamental attitude is changed,
occasional acts of kindness done in our outward life
effect little permanent change.
5 - 9 But a certain man was there, who had been infirm
thirty-eight years. Jesus, seeing him lying and knowing
that he had already been a long time there, said to him,
"Do you want to become well?" The sufferer answered
him, "Sir, I have no man to put me into the pool when
the water has been troubled; but while I am coming
another goes down before me". Jesus said to him,
"Stand up! Take up your mattress and walk". And
immediately the man became well, and took up his
mattress and walked. And it was the Sabbath on that
day.
We are not told the specific infirmity of the man healed.
Clearly it was too serious to let him move quickly, and
left him lying helpless on a mattress, a thin pallet
probably stuffed with straw which could easily be rolled
up and carried about.

(Continued on page 6)

5

The Gospel of John
(Continued from page 5)

The man who had been a long time with his infirmity
is the image of our life all the while it has been lived
from selfishness. The time the man had been lying there
expresses, not so much the years that evil has been
active in our life, but rather the state we are in which so
constrains us. The numbers mentioned refer to our
present state. When Jesus began his work of ministry,
he was thirty years old, and was entering upon the
labour of temptation that would complete his work. So
we are described as needing to enter such temptation
by the figure "thirty"; and "eight" coming after the seven
days of a week marks the beginning of new period of
work which is needed to change us.
As always, Jesus questions the man, so that he will
consider his state and what he needs. The man's
response is that there is "no man" to help him to the
pool. It recalls Isaiah's prophecy that there was no one
to help, therefore the Lord's own arm wrought salvation
for him (Isaiah 59:16 and 63:5). We have to realize that
we cannot achieve our own salvation from selfishness.
Since the selfishness is our inner life, we cannot provide
an alternative. But we always have the power to choose
as our own any life that moves us. Jesus brought us
salvation by living out the truth of God's way in the world
and so uniting it to the love of God. Now as we grasp
the truth, his kind of life can come into it, and we can
choose it instead of our selfishness and so live from
Jesus' saving life.
Our great difficulty in healing the inner levels of our
mind is that "another" always gets there first. When we
try to change the inmost of our consciousness, we
cannot penetrate behind the things of our conscious
mind. If we think we can change ourselves, our
selfishness will be bringing about the change and so it
will just be another more subtle way of living selfishly.
We need a different kind of life to power our mind, and it
is there in the presence of Jesus. We can choose that
life and live from it, rejecting our selfishness completely.
(In the last part of this chapter, Jesus speaks of the way
he came into the world to provide his life to heal us.)
So the man is healed by Jesus' command. He
accepts the way of life that Jesus brings, and denies his
paralysing sickness. The command to stand up shows
the man accepting what the Lord wills. The mattress on
which he was lying is the ideas of truth on which his
thinking has rested, but he has only seen them
supporting him and his own good and has never used
them to act in life for others. Now he obeys the
command to take up that bed of truth and walk out into
life, using what he knows to change things to help
others. Obviously, then, it is the Sabbath, for that word
means the peace that comes from following the Lord.

10 - 13 Therefore the Jews said to him who had been
healed, "It is a Sabbath; it is not lawful for you to take up
the mattress". He answered them, "He who made me
well said to me, 'Take up your mattress and walk'". So
they asked him, "Who is the man who said to you, 'Take
up your mattress and walk'?" But he who had been
healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had turned
aside, a crowd being in the place.
The Pharisees' effort to separate the Jews as a holy
people had led to a rigorous application of the command
about the Sabbath. Originally it had been given to a
primitive people to impress them with the need to
recognize the special nature of God, and the holiness of
his worship. But it had been a benevolent day, intended
to give people rest and to remind them to give their
servants rest. Isaiah insisted that it was to be "a
delight" (58:13); instead, it had been made a tyranny of
petty rules. So the healing of the sick man is forgotten in
the crime of carrying a mattress, and clearly the one
who gave such a command is to be pursued. Such
efforts for "religion by regulation" obscure real change,
so that the man healed does not know Jesus, who
therefore has turned aside from the intrusive crowd.
The emphasis here is important. We have seen that,
in the Galilee of our outward life, we can decide to do
things which remove some particular selfish act and
enable the Lord to heal our deadly behavior. But for the
Lord in Jerusalem to heal our whole inward spirit
requires a new attitude of mind. We are only aware of
this inward life as it flows into our outward thoughts and
actions. We know its effects and can deal with some of
those, but what flows in to control us is above our direct
consciousness. Nonetheless, we do affect it by the way
we react to its influx. Selfishness flowing in will keep us
crippled and helpless; the life of Jesus will free us to
help others. Though we can never be at the source of
the life inflowing, we can accept or reject the attitudes
and thoughts it arouses in our mind. and this enables
Jesus to heal at the deeper level. This is the kind of
healing spoken of here.
14 - 16 Afterwards Jesus found him in the temple and
said to him, "See, you have become well. Sin no more,
so that nothing worse happens to you". The man went
away and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had made
him well. And because of this the Jews persecuted
Jesus and sought to kill him, because he did these
things on a Sabbath.
Once the Pharisees' intrusion is past, Jesus finds the
man again and warns him that he must maintain a right
attitude to his life and use it for others. The man,
probably with innocent delight in knowing who has done
such a wonderful thing for him, tells the Jews. Their
reaction is violent, perhaps more so than a single
incident should arouse, and we have again the sense of
(Continued on page 7)
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continued
(Continued from page 6)

great antagonism which arises in John as early as the cleansing of the temple. Clearly the real cause of this was
Jesus' claim to be divine, the Son of God, and this now becomes the centre of contention.
Our need draws us to consider the battle Jesus is fighting for our salvation. How Jesus saves us becomes
important at this point, and gives rise to an explanation of his work of redemption, which now follows.
Person to Person - The Gospel of John
To be continued

Open Doors
I wonder if you have ever walked down a street and
wondered what kind of people lived behind all those
closed doors. Visiting so many different and diverse
homes both before and since I entered the ministry
there is plenty of room for the unexpected and the
unusual when I am invited through a new door.
One of the pleasures in a strange town, is to find a
church which still has an open or unlocked door, in
which to prayerfully pause and reconnect the Lord, and
with more heavenly thoughts and feelings. It feels
symbolically so right for the door to be open just as the
gates to the Heavenly City New Jerusalem are
described as 'never shut' in accord with the Lord's
promise to the church in Philadelphia "I have placed
before you an open door that no one can shut" Rev 3:8.
The Psalmist reminds the people "we are His people,
the sheep of His pasture, enter His gates with
thanksgiving and His courts with praise Psalm 100:4.

people in it that need to be open; non-judgmental,
welcoming and genuinely interested. In many ways this
is the highest role anyone can aspire to - to help
someone find their way to the place the Lord has for
them - to keep 'the door' open in every sense practically
and spiritually so that people can discover their own
experience of the Lord's love and blessing on their lives.
More than this there is a need to guard against the
wolves and wild animals and to follow the Lord in this
aspect of door keeping too. To keep out harmful or
negative thoughts and feelings, it is as if we are
between two doors, one opens to heaven, the other into
hell and we have prayerfully with the Lord's help not
only to keep one open but also to keep the other firmly
shut. Thankfully He holds David's key, "what he opens
no-one can shut, and what he shuts no-one can open".
Rev 7:7
Rev Clifford Curry

The Lord embraces the spirit of this psalm when He
tells His hearers "I am the door for the sheep" and as
He spoke many would have remembered the way the
shepherd in the Holy Land became a living door, laid
down to sleep across the opening into the sheepfold
where the flock were gathered for the night. This adds
another level of meaning; because the door whilst
remaining open for the sheep at the same time
becomes a protection from the wild animals and those
who might harm them.
In the 84th Psalm the writer at peace in the Lord's
house declares "I would rather be a doorkeeper in the
house of my God than dwell in the tents of the wicked".
He seems to be suggesting he would be happy with the
lowest and least important role in the temple. In the
Lord's teaching this role has now become the greatest.
'The door' gives to the lost sheep a welcome and to all
the flock peace and security.
As followers of the Lord there is a sense in which
we should all seek to aspire to be doorkeepers in the
Lord's house. An important part of this is to have an
open mind and heart. It is not just the building but the
7

Open doors at the former Anerley New Church
Photograph by Eric Misson in the early 1930’s

Sharing our Faith

Jan Millar (far left of picture) introduces the workshop at West Wickham on ‘Sharing our Faith’

What does your church believe? Is that a question you have come to dread? Does your heart sink when faced with
questions from strangers about New Church beliefs? Well, you are in good company if that is the case because
many New Church folk have difficulty expressing our doctrines in a short and clear way. Also there's the problem of
what the enquirer actually wants to know - a little or a lot, and whether its just an opening gambit much in the way
people ask about one's health, or to attack our beliefs for being different from their own.
All these things were discussed at a lively, useful and very happy meeting at West Wickham New Church on
Saturday 19th January. Sixteen people in total were present including Jan Millar, CAM Co-ordinator. Rev Gillian
Gordon and Rev Clifford Curry who tackled such subjects as questions and answers on theology, body language and
methods of handling tricky customers, during the CAM initiated workshop. A written handout is being processed for
those present to remember the answers given to theological questions. The food and hospitality provided by West
Wickham was outstanding and we look forward to presenting the second workshop on the same topic in
Bournemouth in February.
From the London and Southern Area Newsletter Inset

If you are interested in running a similar workshop at your church please contact:
Jan Millar 10 Crosshills Road, Cononley, Keighley BD20 8LA
Tel: 01535 633730 email: jan@millarcam.freeserve.co.uk

Discipline and compromise
To abide by the rules always requires a great deal of
discipline. To accept a slight modification, or a selective
view, is compromise. It is less that the full requirement,
but it may be sufficient for most people to accept.

that is acceptable. You must follow its requirements. In
compromise, you promise with effort to achieve
something, which you hope will aid you in your striving
for perfection.

When the Lord appointed his first disciples he had
to compromise. Not all were prepared to reach the high
standards he required. Is it the same today? The Lord
accepts the best we are able to offer which is often less
than perfect. That is compromise. But he did invite us to
continue to strive for the best. "Be ye perfect as your
Father in heaven is perfect". Maybe the Lord knows that
perfection is not easy for us, but the effort to improve
appears to satisfy the requirements at times.

So applaud those who possess the discipline and
encourage those who compromise that they may
endeavour to strive a little harder. Perfection is always
the goal, some of us need more patience to achieve it,
and we need to learn that second best may be
acceptable, but it is only half as good a reaching
perfection. Keep on trying!

A disciple is both a follower and a learner. To be a
disciple you must seek the knowledge, the way of life
8

Rev Leslie Chambers

College News

February 2003

It all began during the study of a module entitled
Swedenborg and his Influence. One of the sessions
looks at worship, and Margaret Presland collected from
the College library a selection of old Liturgies to
illustrate the changing forms of worship since the New
Church started in the late 18th century. One copy of the
1828 liturgy was found to have some shorthand notes
on the flyleaf, with the plain language heading "Matthew
chapter 21".
We were intrigued. We asked Anne Cansell, the
College Administrator who is skilled in shorthand, if she
could decipher it, but lack of vowels and the fact that it
was not written on lined paper meant that she could only
partially read it. Then somebody remembered that Isaac
Pitman, the inventor of the shorthand system used in
the present day, was a member of the New Church in
Bath. Could this be the hand of Isaac Pitman himself?
We were further intrigued. John Presland wrote to
the Library and Learning Centre at the University of
Bath seeking more information. A very obliging
gentleman called Howard Nicholson responded: "Isaac
was converted to Swedenborgian beliefs in 1835/6, and
only invented his own shorthand system in 1837. So the
key question is the date at which he wrote the shorthand
notes on your text. If it's before 1837, it's almost
certainly Samuel Taylor's shorthand in the style of
William Harding's manuals of the 1820's. If post-1837,
it's probably the earliest version of his own
phonographic shorthand. This seems unlikely as your
colleague would surely recognise the Pitmanic system".
He also gave the name of a shorthand expert, Dr. Leslie
Cowan, who might be able to assist further.
Now read the phrase "Samuel Taylor's shorthand in
the style of William Harding's manuals". This could
mean "Samuel Taylor's version of shorthand, adapted
from William Harding's manuals", or it could mean
"written in Samuel Taylor's hand". Our ignorance of the
history of shorthand, and who Samuel Taylor might be,
made our heads believe the former statement, while our
hearts believed the latter.

A picture of the original 1828 liturgy pages
system was based, but offered nothing about the man
himself.
It therefore seems that the shorthand fragment was
written by someone unknown. However, it is still an
interesting historical artifact - one of many that are
buried in the College Library to intrigue us.
Alan Bowie
Samuel Taylor was born in 1749 and died in 1811,
having spent his youth in Shrewsbury. His principal work
on shorthand was An Essay intended to Establish a
Standard for an Universal System of Stenography,
published in London in 1786. In 1837 Isaac Pitman
sought to persuade Samuel Bagster to print a cheap
manual of Samuel Taylor's 'shorthand' system but
Bagster suggested that Pitman should instead produce
an original system of his own. Thus later in 1837
Samuel Bagster published Stenographic Soundhand
by Isaac Pitman.
Editor

Meanwhile, we consulted the Library copy of "The
New Church in Bath", and confirmed that Isaac Pitman
joined the Bath Society in 1839, and became Church
organist in 1840. The timing was right - could it have
been him who wrote it? Alas, no. Dr. Leslie Cowan
responded with the news that it was probably Samuel
Taylor's shorthand in the style of William Harding. So if
Isaac hadn't written it, could it have been done by
Samuel himself? Was he a member at Bath, too?
John Presland wrote to Rhoda Holmes at the Bath
Society, to see if Samuel was a member there. But here
the trail runs cold. Rhoda replied that her investigations
showed that there was no record of a Samuel Taylor at
the Bath Society. An Internet search confirmed him as
the inventor of the shorthand system on which Pitman's
9

Enhanced view of top left of liturgy

Why bother?
Jesus said, You may ask for anything in
my name, and l will do it.
John 14.14
Do you think it's worth praying to the Lord? How do you
get on with your own prayers? Do you find yourself
praying regularly, or only infrequently, or maybe only in
Church services? Do you pray with your partner, your
children, your grandchildren? Do you find it easy or
difficult to pray? Lots of questions, and I could pose a
few more.
Or maybe raise a few issues. What's the point of
praying, anyway? Prayers don't seem to get answered.
What happens when we pray? Is anybody really
listening? What should I ask for when I pray?
I think there are basically two, complementary ways
of looking at this subject: divine revelation and human
experience. Let's take human experience first. The
weight of evidence from human experience seems to be
that, yes, prayer does make a difference. Okay, not
everybody feels positive about the effects of prayer, but
there are many amongst us, as well as the great
numbers of those who have gone before us, who can
vouch for the blessings which come from prayer.
Speaking personally, I simply know now that the Lord
always responds to my prayers - provided I am properly
tuned in to the right wavelength at times of prayer, and
afterwards, too. By that I mean that I need to be asking
in His name. I need to be seeking what is good and
heavenly when I pray. If I pray only for worldly wealth
and physical health, then I don't expect such requests to
be fulfilled. Similarly, I find that when I ask the Lord to
strengthen me to deal with spiritual issues, Lie never
lets me down. I don't hear loud voices, but in a
wonderful way I find that He bears the burden and
brings me peace.
And what of divine revelation? Well, the Word of
God indicates quite clearly to me both the need for
prayer and its effectiveness. There are many accounts
of "successful" prayers in the Old Testament, and the
Gospels give us ample evidence that the Lord Jesus

often made time for prayer. He gives us a model for our
praying in what we call the Lord's Prayer. In John 17 we
have the most wonderful prayer in which our Lord
prayed for unity and inclusiveness. Our New Church
Teachings, too, suggest quite clearly our need to go to
our Heavenly Father in prayer.
The key, it seems to me, lies in the approach we
take to our praying. I have sat in Christian groups and
felt distinctly uncomfortable when it felt as if the Lord
was being told quite firmly what was expected of Him.
And yet we confess that the Lord knows only too well
what is needed before we even ask. Surely the
emphasis needs to be, quite simply, on asking that we
may be brought into conformity with His will for us. We
don't need to tell God to make someone - or even
ourself -better from an illness. It doesn't work like that!
We've probably all known situations where lots of
prayers appear to result in "success", whereas others
seem to "fail." If we believe the reality that our Divine
and loving Lord is always, unfailingly working for our
eternal benefit, then surely we need to be seeking those
qualities and attitudes which will allow Him to achieve
His purposes.
Remember that His purpose for every single person
is to bring us all, in freedom, into the joy and blessings
of His heavenly kingdom. So we may need to pray for
the strength to cope with extreme difficulties, and
perhaps to ask that others may find a way of responding
positively to whatever is happening to them. Asking the
Lord to help us to be open to the working of His Spirit
has the effect of opening up the channels, and enabling
Him to flow into human affairs. How can I be angry with
someone when I am praying for the Lord's healing
power to come into me and change me?
Jesus said, Whatever you ask for in prayer,
believe that you have received it,
and it will be yours.
Mark 11.25
Rev Bruce Jarvis

From the Writings ...
The Lord's presence is relative to the state of love towards the neighbour and of faith present in a person. It is in
love towards the neighbour that the Lord is present, for He is present in all good, and not so much in so-called faith
that is devoid of love. Faith devoid of love and charity is something severed or disjoined. Wherever conjunction exists
there has to be a conjoining agency, which is exclusively love and charity. This may become clear to anyone from
the fact that the Lord has compassion on everybody, loves everyone, and wishes to make everyone eternally happy.
A person therefore who is devoid of the kind of love that leads him to have compassion on others, to love them, and
to wish to make them happy, cannot be joined to the Lord because he is not at all like Him, and is in no sense the
image of Him.
Arcana Caelestia 904,2
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Notices
Purley Chase
Would you like to serve the church and Purley Chase? Could you attend three meetings a year?
The Purley Chase Committee is looking for new members at a time of great change.
You could help to mould the Purley of the future, as well as investigate the cellars and the attics at Purley!
If you are interested please contact: Liz Clemett at 37 Mellor Drive, Uttoxeter, ST14 7AL
or email: matcle.co.uk@tinyonline.co.uk.
I look forward to hearing from you.

Committee for Auxiliary Ministry
CONTEMPORARY SERMONS
By Rev Leslie Chambers
A set of eight short sermons by Rev Leslie Chambers is now available. They are suitable to be used as a basis
for sermons or short talks and may be extended or adapted as required.
The sermons, together with details of the relevant readings, cost 60p each or £4.00 per set.
Order form available from:

Jan Millar

Missionary Society
Annual Meeting
The Annual Meeting was originally
announced for Friday 7th March but the
date has had to be changed.
It will now be held on Friday 21st March
at the Kensington New Church at 7pm.
The meeting will include an important
discussion, introduced by the
Committee, on the future of the Society.
There will also be a brief talk by John
Cunningham on his visit to Australia
and the New Church there.
Refreshments will be available.

10 Crosshills Road, Cononley, Keighley, BD20 8LA
Tel: 01535 633730
Email: jan@millarcam.freeserve.co.uk

A Women’s Day on
SELF-ESTEEM

and Creating Success from Inside Out
A workshop at Greenhill New Church to be led by Parul
Shah and Daksha Patani of the Brahma Kumaris World
Spiritual University on Saturday 29th March 2003.
For more details contact Mrs Hilda Johnson,
2 Mayfield Road, Sanderstead, Surrey, CR2 0BE
Tel: 020 8657 5688

Lifeline
Would all societies please pay for their Lifelines for the
year to March 2003 by the end of March as this is the
year end of Conference.
Ian D McCallum
Lifeline Business Manager
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Readers Letters
Dear Editor,
I was interested to read in Lifeline
Rev Christopher Hasler’s reference
to William Omber Meek who is 100
years of age. Rev Hasler suggested
that Bill Meek was possibly the
oldest member of the New Church in
the UK.

Andrew decides which charity it
should be. The Maundy Relief
charity is a local Accrington Charity
and the Patron is Julie
Hesmondhalgh (Hayley of tv’s
Coronation Street, who is a local
girl). Andrew's granddad is treasurer
of Clayton Church.
Rev Leslie Chambers

However I visit Mrs Doris Hilton
(Rev Harry Hilton’s widow) who, on
24 July next, will be 106 years of
age. Doris is in a Nursing Home not
far from her son’s residence and we
regularly have a walk in the garden.
Doris is always most interested to
hear news of the Church. Her
address is:
Highfield Residential Home,
Stream Road, Kingswinford,
West Midlands DY6 9PB.
Doris is a remarkable lady, she
is very alert and keeps active. I am
sure she would be very happy to
hear from any of her old friends.
With best wishes,
Pam Sutton

Andrew’s letter:
Help a Charity
In May 1999 at the New Church
Sunday School Conference there
were several suggestions how the
children could celebrate the
Millennium. It was decided the
children would collect "2000 pennies
for 2000" and the children would
give it to their favourite charity.
I found an old bottle that would
fit pennies and stuck a label on it to
let everyone know what I was
collecting for. As I am the only child
that goes to our Church I had a lot of
help from my friends there because
they all emptied their purses and
wallets every Sunday and it was
surprising how quickly the bottle
filled up.

I decided to carry on collecting
and just before Christmas there was
£55.00 in the bottle and I decided to
help local children and animals so I
sent £35.00 to the local NSPCC and
£20.00 to the local RSPCA in
December 2000.
In October 2001 the jar had
again got full and this time I decided
to send the £40.00 collected to the
Guide Dogs for the Blind to go
towards training a dog
In April 2002 I noticed the local
Soroptomists were collecting rows of
pennies to buy "new limbs" for
children hurt by landmines and sent
them £50.00 from the pennies in the
bottle.
This month, January 2003 the
bottle has again got full and with lots
of 5p's put in as loose change this
has now reached £75.00 and I have
sent this to the local Maundy Relief
charity.
I have kept copies of the letters I
have sent and copies of the replies I
have received.
I am still collecting pennies this
year and will be choosing another
charity when the bottle is full.

Dear Editor,
Herewith a letter from the only
Sunday School scholar we have a
Clayton. He is twelve years old and I
suggested he should write to Lifeline
to tell others that he is still collecting
pennies and some of the charities
he has helped.

In April 2000 my Dad and I
counted all the pennies and found
that there was £50.00 in the bottle. I
decided to send the money to the
RNLI because we always visit the
shop and look at the boats when on
holiday. I wrote to the RNLI sending
my money and got a letter back.

Lifeline

Contributions should be sent to the Editor,
27 Woodland Way, Shirley, Croydon, CR0 7UB

Andrew Sagar

Alan C Misson
Tel: 020 8777 5098
Email: alanmisson@btinternet.com

Lifeline is published on the 2nd Sunday of the month ( except in Jan and July ). Articles and notices should reach the editor
by the end of the second week of the month prior to publication.
Subscriptions to be sent to the Business Manager,
Ian D McCallum
65 Heaton Road, Stockport, Cheshire, SK4 4JJ
Tel: 0161 432 5362
Price per copy £1.10
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