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Charity
“Charity does not do evil to the neighbour; it is the fulfilment of the law.”
Romans 13, v.10.
Charity is, perhaps, a rather old-fashioned sounding word. I have looked up its meaning
in the dictionary. I found these meanings: “(1) giving voluntarily to those in need, almsgiving; (2) the help, especially money, so given; (3) an institution or organisation for
helping those in need: (4) kindness or benevolence; tolerance in judging others, and
love of one’s own fellow men and women”.

JOURNAL OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE NEW CHURCH

Thus, we start with something concrete and down to earth, the giving of money,
goods, practical help to those in need. Then we move on to something more abstract,
something that has to do with our attitudes, mental, moral and, finally, spiritual. Using
Swedenborg’s language, we move from the external to the internal, from the natural to
the spiritual.
The word charity has come to have in our language a slightly unpleasant
connotation. It sometimes denotes coldness, not warmth. We actually say, “As cold as
charity”, and I think that may go back a century or so to the days when religious,
Christian people often gave to the poor out of a sense of duty rather than one of love.
Those who were recipients of charity were made to feel grateful for it. They were
expected to be thankful for the handouts they received, to “know their place” and not to
attempt to rise above it. Those who were fortunate enough to be in a position to do the
giving did not always have feelings of benevolence and warmth to those whom they
helped. Christian duty required them to perform acts of charity, but this did not
necessarily mean that they had to sympathise with the objects of their charity as fellow
human beings. “I don’t want charity” is a phrase that is sometimes still heard. It is the
cry of the proud human being who would rather not have help than feel that he or she is
being patronised, is somehow being “used”.
Of course, benevolence that lacks all thought and discrimination is foolish. It might,
for instance, to be wrong to give money to a beggar in circumstances in which it will
probably be used to buy drink or drugs. It is far better to give a donation to a charity for
the homeless. Yet I suspect that many people do want to give spontaneously, to
respond to desperate need when it is presented to them on the television screen or by
the homeless person in the street. To be moved to give money in this way or to be
inspired to give practical help is different from sitting down with a calculator at the
beginning of the tax year and deciding how much you will give under Gift Aid.
(Continued on page 2)
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Our mission is to express, share and experience with others in life an
inclusive, non-judgmental vision of God’s kingdom
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I think that what I am trying to get at is the difference
between “quantity” and “quality” in our giving. These are
two similar-sounding words (both with Latin roots), but
what a difference changing the consonants in the middle
of the word makes! The world we inhabit is all about
“quantity”, about the things that we can measure. We
cannot get away from the world of quantity and it would
be foolish for us to imagine that we could. But our world
has another dimension, one that cannot be measured in
the same way, yet it is one which is just as real and is
neglected at our peril.
The story of the widow’s offering in Chapter 12 of
Mark’s Gospel illustrates the difference between
“quantity” and “quality”. The rich people put in large
amounts of money, no doubt very welcome to the
Temple treasurer, but they gave out of their abundance
and, presumably, did not miss it. The poor widow, on
the other hand, although she gave only a tiny amount in
quantitative terms, gave from the heart. Qualitatively,
her gift was worth far more. We are told that she gave
all that she had to live on. If we take the story literally,
this might mean that she was left with absolutely
nothing. Did she starve to death, or did she, perhaps, go
hungry for a day or two? By her generous giving she
might have put herself in the position of having to ask
for charity herself. I do not think we are obliged to take
the story as literally as that. Whatever the widow gave, it
was a great deal for her. She made a sacrifice to do it
and in “qualitative” terms, in moral and in spiritual terms,
it was “worth” much more than the much greater
material gifts of the rich. That does not, of course, mean
that a gift from a rich person cannot be qualitatively
good as well as great in quantity. We sometimes hear
about great endowments, perhaps of a college or other
institute of learning, made by individuals of great wealth,
but made anonymously or with very little fuss and
publicity. These may be the modern day equivalents of
the giving in secret the Lord mentions in Matthew, giving
that is not announced with trumpets. Once again, we do
not have to take the words literally. They have a spiritual
or inner meaning. That, surely, is concerned with the

motive with which our acts are done. If we perform acts
of generosity in order to get praise from others or to
increase our power or sense of self-importance,
whatever outward good these acts do, they will not help
us internally, they will not help us to develop spiritually.
Now let us turn to the story of Elijah and the widow
in Chapter 17 of the First Book of Kings. Looking at it
literally, it is the story of a miracle, of how the Lord kept
the widow’s jar of flour and jug of oil filled up. That is
one way of looking at it, but the teaching of our church
tells us not to expect miracles of this kind in our
everyday lives. Yet if we look for a deeper or symbolic
meaning, it is not hard to see this as a story about
charity and faith, about how a small act of generosity
brings its own reward. Even in our society of
abundance, the fear of shortages, of “running out” of
things, is still present. Who remembers the “sugar
shortage” of not so many years ago? Why do people
rush to the superstore to “stock up” at Christmas or
Bank Holidays, when the shops are only going to be
shut for a day or two, if even that these days. Surely the
story of Elijah and the widow needs to be understood
symbolically? Only then can it have any meaning for us
today. The widow had to overcome her fear. How many
of us are prevented from doing something worth-while
by our fears, not just about not having enough money,
but about our abilities and skills and experience, about
what other people might think, about all those negative
things that prevent us from taking effective action?
“Don’t be afraid,” said Elijah to the woman. She went
away and did as he had told her. In overcoming her
fears, in having faith, her jar of flour was not used up,
her jug of oil did not run dry. There is a lesson for us
here, to use our resources, however meagre they may
be, as wisely and generously as possible. Our
resources may not be oil and flour, but the love and
wisdom we can show to our neighbour. Even a very little
may go a very long way. “When you do good,” wrote
the poet William Blake, “do it in minute particulars”.
These are wise words indeed and ones that I will leave
with you.
Richard Lines

. Labour well the Minute Particulars: attend to the Little Ones . . .
. . . He who would do good to another must do it in Minute Particulars.
General Good is the plea of the scoundrel, hypocrite, and flatterer;
For Art and Science cannot exist but in minutely organized Particulars
From the poem “The Holiness of Minute Particulars”, by William Blake.

The quotation from Romans 13:10 at the beginning of Richard Lines’ article is referred to five times in the Writings, in
True Christian Religion 330/444, Apocalypse Revealed 356, and Scriptural Confirmations 65/69
Editor
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100th Birthday

William Omber Meek

On the 2nd December 2002, I had the privilege of
attending a 100th Birthday Celebration of someone who
must be one, if not the, oldest members of the New
Church in U.K. – although, Mr. William O. Meek, known
as ‘Bill’ lives in Jersey.
Bill was born into the New Church. His grandfather
was one of our ministers, George Meek, who had a
pastorate in Nottingham and then in Jersey, where his
grandson used to visit him. Bill’s own father, another
George, was also preparing himself to enter our
ministry, but serious illness prevented this, and Bill and
his brother Collin, were brought up by two different
branches of the family.
Mount Orgueil Castle, Jersey
Bill became an engineer and built up a successful
business. Even when he was into his nineties, he was
still designing a more efficient bicycle, with an oval,
rather than a circular pedal wheel – to increase the
length of the down-stroke. Alas, when he tried to patent
the idea, he discovered that someone had discovered
the principle earlier, but the design was never
commercially exploited.
Perhaps Bill’s childhood memories brought him to
Jersey again, where he settled and where he was an
active and regular member of the New Church. Even
after the church had to be closed and sold, Bill enjoyed
the quarterly services, which were held in member’s
homes, missing only the last two. He was married and
had one adopted daughter. Both ladies died some years
ago.

relatives came from the mainland and a few members of
the New Church in Jersey. These days, one no longer
receives a telegram from the Queen on the 100th
Birthday, but a card signed by Her Majesty, with her
very fine photograph. This was opened and read by Sir
John Cheshire, Lieutenant Governor of Jersey, who also
remarked that as Bill was actually born in America,
perhaps he should be opening a message from
President Bush. (If he did send such a message,
perhaps it went to Jersey, Illinois?)
The TV cameras were busily at work, and in the
evening we were able to watch Bill’s eyes sparkling and
raising a glass of champagne with Sir John beside him.
Bill then remarked that he feels fit enough to try for a
second century. Keep your spirits up Bill! You are fine
example to us all.

The celebration took place in a Residential Home to
which Bill had moved only recently, and several

Rev Christopher Hasler

College Students go into Exile
As you read this, Winter School 2003 will have just
finished. This year, students have gone into exile.
Exile n. a prolonged, usually enforced absence
from one’s home or country; banishment.
Oh dear! What have they done to deserve being
exiled? Is exile the new expulsion? When will they be
allowed back?
Fear not. Exile is the main topic being studied
during the long weekend of Winter School. The study is
being led by Rita Russell, making her welcome return to
College after her ordination in 2001. The exiles in
question are those following defeat of the Northern
Kingdom of Israel after the invasion of the Assyrians in
722BC, and the defeat of the Southern Kingdom of
Judah by the Babylonians and the fall of Jerusalem in
586BC. The subsequent return from Babylon over the
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period 538 – 400BC will also be examined.
As usual, the work will be done by a combination of
lectures, and group work, where teams are arbitrarily
formed and given tasks to investigate. Unusually, but
entirely in keeping with the study being led by Rita,
there will be a session of looking at exile through dance
and song – an intriguing prospect.
Of course, lots of other things happen throughout
the weekend. There will be periods of theological
reflection led by John Presland, and the opportunity for
students to have discussions amongst themselves, with
no involvement from College staff. Sunday worship at
Burnley, Dalton and Radcliffe will be led by three teams
of students. A sacramental service will unite students
and staff on the Friday evening. Matins and vespers –
now called “Sharing with God” will be taken by students.
(Continued on page 4)

From the Writings ...
It is not from the Divine Providence that wars occur, because they
involve murders, plunderings, violence, cruelties and other terrible evils
which are diametrically opposed to Christian charity. Still they cannot but
be permitted because, since the time of the most ancient people, meant
by Adam and his wife, treated of above, men's life's love has become
such that it wills to rule over others, and finally over all; and also to
possess the wealth of the world, and finally all wealth. These two loves
cannot be kept in fetters, for it is according to the Divine Providence that
everyone is allowed to act from freedom in accordance with reason, as
may be seen above; and without permissions man cannot be led from
evil by the Lord, and consequently cannot be reformed and saved. For
unless evils were allowed to break out, man would not see them and
therefore would not acknowledge them, and thus could not be induced to
resist them. Hence it is that evils cannot be repressed by any act of
Providence; for if they were they would remain shut in, and like a
disease, such as cancer and gangrene, they would spread and consume
everything vital in man.

The good man is prudent and zealous
only in defence, and rarely does he
exercise his prudence and zeal in
attacking others. It is the same with
spirits of hell and angels of heaven;
the spirits of hell attack while the
angels of heaven defend themselves.
Hence is deduced this conclusion, that
it is allowable for anyone to defend his
country and his fellow-citizens against
invading enemies, even by means of
wicked generals, but that it is not
allowable to make oneself an enemy
without cause. When the cause is to
seek glory alone it is in itself
diabolical, for it springs from the love
of self.

From Divine Providence 251

From Divine Providence 252

Thoughts from a comfortable chair
First read 1 Samuel 1:1-18 and Psalm 37:7
I'm sure you have had it happen to you. You call up the
appliance shop and ask for the service department.
"Can you hold?" a cheerful voice asks, and before you
know it you are left on the line hearing music. Then
every so often a taped voice message assures you that
your call is important and that it will be answered. You
just wait and wait. You possibly think, I could have
driven over there and back by now! You feel forgotten
and that nobody cares.
You know that sometimes it seems God has put us
on hold. We pray and pray about a matter, which seems
to us of extreme importance, but nothing happens.
Nothing!
I'm sure that is how Hannah must have felt. She
was asking God for a baby. Childlessness was a curse
and a disgrace in her day. To make matters worse, her
(Continued from page 3)

Some lucky souls will have an oral assessment just
before or just after the School. Saturday evening will
involve the traditional meal out at the local Italian
Restaurant, followed by an evening of self-generated
entertainment.
A new departure this time will be an extra day for
further study and reflection, facilitated by John Presland.
Topics for study are likely to be decided once the
School starts on the Friday.
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husband's other wife ridiculed her mercilessly. Hannah
wanted desperately to give her husband a child. So she
must have prayed out of deep pain and even bitterness.
Yet year after year she did not conceive.
How can we interpret the apparent silence of the
Lord to our repeated prayers? We do need to remember
that God's wisdom surpasses our own. What we are
asking for might actually harm our spiritual state. We
just can't see the whole picture. Then again, our timing
is not necessarily God's timing.
So whenever it appears that the Lord has put us "on
hold," don't grumble. You can always entrust your most
cherished desires and your longing to Him, but we may
well have to wait patiently for an answer. Often the
answer comes in a way we do not expect. I find many
answers in the Word of the Lord.
Bruce Taylor
Things will be different this year – Glennyce
Eckersley is no longer at College, and the catering is
being provided by Sarah Talbot. But the ethos of
College Schools will continue. Plus ça change, plus
c’est la même chose!
All this means that you don’t have to worry –
students may be going into exile on the Friday, but they
plan to be back by the Monday lunchtime, in time for the
day of extra study and reflection.
Alan Bowie

Person to Person - The Gospel of John
This is the tenth part of the serialisation of the late Rev Paul Vickers’ commentary on the Gospel of John.
Paul commenced his work with the following words:

“It seems incredible to say that we could form part of a group learning from a disciple who
walked and talked with Jesus Christ, and yet that is the opportunity John's gospel opens up.”
CHAPTER FOUR
SAMARIA: THE LIVING WATER (continued)
25 - 27 The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is
coming, who is called Christ”. “When he comes, he will
tell us all things". Jesus said to her, "I am he, speaking
to you." And at this his disciples came, and wondered
that he was speaking with a woman. However, no one
said, "What do you seek?" or "Why are you speaking
with her?"
Deuteronomy 18:15 begins a section in the Pentateuch
promising "a prophet" and from this, and from ideas
learned from the Jews, an idea of the Messiah had
developed with the Samaritans. The woman's
expectation is more of a prophet than the national
leader the Jews looked for in the Messiah. Jesus'
answer unusually uses both pronoun and verb
(unnecessary in Greek) to say "I am", and the
consequent stress on "I am" hints at the declarations he
will make later using the divine name "I AM", revealed to
Moses at the burning bush.
Women were very much second class citizens in
Jewry. "Let no one talk with a woman in the street, no,
not with his own wife" was a Rabbinical saying. Hence
the disciples' astonishment that Jesus should pass the
time having a conversation with a woman; but John as
eye witness remembers they refrained from questioning
either her or Jesus.
There is irony in the fact that the woman tells Jesus
of the Messiah's work, only to find that she is already
part of it and the Messiah is talking to her. We are very
often in the same condition. We declare what Jesus will
do for us, and forget that he is already doing as much as
we will let him. We tend to think of a future revelation of
our life's purpose, and fail to realise that our thinking
about it is part of Jesus' work with us. This is partly
because, like the woman, we think of him as a prophet,
that is, a teacher of truth, who will tell us later what we
should do. But he is Messiah, "the Anointed". What he is
trying to do is to pour down the oil of love now into the
truth we already know, and so make it do something in
our lives. That will make a far greater change than any
further learning could do. Once what we already know is
alive from his love, it will be his "living water", continually
acting and enlightening us in our lives.
The disciples' wonderment at Jesus' conversation
with the woman and their unwillingness to make any
comment is simply our usual state of mind. We are so
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far from having love as the central purpose of our lives,
that we cannot see how the Lord is working in our
affections to save us, though we are unsure of our
present state.
28 - 30 Then the woman left her waterpot and went
away into the city, and said to the men, "Come, see a
man who told me all that I ever did; perhaps this is the
Christ!" So they went out of the city and came to him.
The woman leaving her waterpot shows a changed
attitude. She is no longer drawing up truth as so much
knowledge from a well, but she has a message for
others which will lead them to the Christ. Her news
draws them also away from their accustomed place to
come to Jesus. Realisation of the real nature and use of
truth brings a change in our way of life. We begin to
seek for a dynamic in truth which will change things in
life, rather than simply accumulate it just to satisfy our
curiosity. One of the greatest dangers when we are a
member of organised religion is that we may think the
learning and the knowing, the talking and the
discussion, make a life of religion. We may pay lip
service to a life of religion without realising how little
time and energy we devote to that, compared with our
concentration on learning and discussion. It is not that
we are to forget what we have been taught, but that we
are to adopt a different attitude to it. We must leave our
waterpot and set off to show others what our faith
means by the way we live and serve.
31 - 34 But meanwhile the disciples entreated him,
saying, "Rabbi, eat." But he said to them, "I have food to
eat of which you do not know." So the disciples said to
one another, "Did no one bring him something to eat?"
Jesus said to them "My food is that I should do the will
of him who sent me, and should complete his work."
The disciples had gone to buy food, and now are
anxious that Jesus should eat; but he takes the
opportunity to show them that the spirit has food to
sustain it, as well as the body. Just as the body takes in
food, so the spiritual side of man needs to feed on the
love it absorbs. The affections we make our own by
acting on them become our very self and sustain our
spirit, as the body is built up and sustained by food. In
Jesus' case, the love and affection he was making his
own was the divine love of God within him. By the
constant choice to live from that love and to work in the
world from it, Jesus was building up a divine human in
which God would dwell with men and women. His life
(Continued on page 6)

The Gospel of John
(Continued from page 5)

was satisfied by doing God's work and bringing his love
into this world for man's salvation.
35 - 38 "Do you not say that after four months the
harvest comes? Look, I tell you! Lift up your eyes and
see the fields, for they are white to harvest already. And
he that reaps receives a reward and gathers fruit
towards eternal life, that both he that sows and he that
reaps may rejoice together. For in this the saying is true,
that one sows and another reaps. I sent you to reap that
for which you have not toiled; others have toiled and you
have walked into their toil."
In Palestine, it took four months from seedtime to
harvest. The form of Jesus' question implies that this
had probably given rise to a proverb about waiting to
see the fruits of your work. But here the woman and the
men streaming out of the city to come to him provided a
harvest immediately. Some have suggested that the
white headdresses of the people, as they came, may
have suggested the whiteness of the ripe wheat.
Jesus told the disciples to look, not on a field of
grain, but on the harvest of souls who were coming to
him. That same harvest exists in each one of us, where
the truth he has sown comes alive from his love and fills
our lives with loving service. This is a harvest we can all
reap if we work with him. At first sight, it may seem
wrong that we are offered it as a reward but, at the
beginning, our hope of spiritual life thinks of it as a
reward for our life of service. Later, when we are
reaping a life of good service, we would hate to think of
it as a reward, for we would rejoice simply in doing good
that would be its own reward.
We are asked to look upon our own lives as harvest
fields ready for reaping, not in the future, but now. We
have some understanding of what we should do, and we
should reap the harvest of that now by living by what we
know. Too often we think of new life as coming in the
future, but it is here, now, if we will reap it. The Lord has
been sowing truth in our minds since we were children,
and he will rejoice with us if we use what we know to
love and help others. Sower and reaper will rejoice
together. We must never think that the harvest we reap
is of our making. We have walked into a harvest the
Lord has been sowing for us through all our past life. It
is important that we recognise this immediacy of the
harvest of our life. Don't be waiting for something to
happen, so that you can reap the joy of a Christian life.
You can bring a harvest of loving service out of what is
already sown and is ripe to harvest now.
39 - 42 But from that city, many of the Samaritans
believed on him, because of the word of the woman who
testified, "He told me everything that I had done". So
when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to
stay with them and he stayed there two days. And many
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more believed because of his word, and they said to the
woman, "We no longer believe because of what you
said, for we have heard ourselves, and we know that
this is truly the Saviour of the world, the Christ."
We are well aware of this kind of development when
people are drawn to Jesus by the witness of others, and
then by their own experience of a life of faith find he is
their Saviour. The same kind of progress takes place in
each one of us. Any truth we learn from another does
not really belong to us until we use it ourselves. Before,
it is like the woman's witness, the opinion of another.
Once it is joined to a life of love and service, we believe
the truth in a new way because we have seen what it
does in us. In our development we gain knowledge of
some truth, and then ask the Lord to wait with us "two
days", while we find out the joy that truth will bring into
life. There always needs to be "two" to save us:
knowledge of the truth and the love to use it. Once the
two are present, we truly believe.
43 - 45 But after two days, he left there and went away
into Galilee, for Jesus himself had testified that a
prophet has no honour in his own country. So when he
came into Galilee the Galileans received him, having
seen what he did in Jerusalem during the feast, for they
too went to the feast.
At first sight, it seems strange that Jesus' saying about
his own country not honouring him should be mentioned
now, when Galilee is willing to receive him. But he had
left Judea because he was so well received that trouble
with the authorities was threatened; and we may have
here the reason why he headed for Galilee: that region
might be thought unlikely to give rise to the same
enthusiasm. However, his work in Jerusalem had
impressed those who went to the feast from Galilee, and
had improved their reception of him.
We have seen that movement from Judea to Galilee
portrays change from our inner spirit to our outward
natural life. The disturbance of our inmost thoughts and
desires in Judea brings similar reactions in the way we
approach our natural life in Galilee. Whilst we tend to
separate the two, in reality the nature of our inward spirit
controls the character of our outward life, and the way
we use our outward life determines how far the inward
spirit from God can develop and control us.
46 - 54 ANOTHER SIGN AT CANA
The first sign Jesus did at the marriage in Cana has
been in our minds while thinking about the Samaritan
woman. The way Jesus changed the water into wine
involves the woman's need to marry the right "husband"
to the truth she knows, and so transform the still water
of truth she knows into the living water of truth that leaps
with joy from love. Such joy came to the marriage feast
(Continued on page 7)

continued
(Continued from page 6)

such a life and heal us.

with the wine of loving wisdom. Now our need for a
healing change takes us back into Cana for a second
sign. We need a new beginning in our outward life, we
need to show our effort to receive Jesus' love into the
truth we know. So it is a child just beginning life who is
healed and, with the healing, we are brought to realise
the attitude that now must govern our outward life.

51 - 54 But already, as he was going down, his slaves
met him and informed him, "Your child lives." So he
inquired of them the hour when he got better, and they
said to him, "The fever left him yesterday, at the seventh
hour." The father knew it was at that hour when Jesus
said to him, "Your son lives." And he and his whole
household believed. Again this second sign Jesus did,
when he came out of Judea into Galilee.

46 - 50 Therefore Jesus came again to Cana of Galilee,
where he made the water wine. And there was a certain
nobleman whose son was sick in Capernaum. Having
heard that Jesus had come out of Judea into Galilee, he
went to him and asked him to come down and heal his
son, for he was about to die. So Jesus said to him,
"Unless you see signs and wonders you will not
believe." The nobleman said to him, "Sir, come down
before my little child dies." Jesus said to him, "Go, your
son lives." And the man believed the word that Jesus
said to him, and went away.
Someone associated with a king is suggested by the
word for "nobleman", and it is likely that he was a
courtier of Herod, tetrach of Galilee. This man, who
would normally expect others to travel to him, had
presumably travelled up from Capernaum to Cana when
he heard Jesus was there. Jesus rejects a faith that
wants proof by some sign; but the nobleman's answer
shows that it is love for his child that has brought him to
Jesus, and that he has faith in Jesus' power.
The mention of the miracle at Cana draws in the
idea that it is necessary to marry love to truth in order to
revive someone's life. This man is associated with a
king, and it is truth that is to rule our lives. But the little
life that has been born out of the truth is dying in the city
of evil, for Capernaum is referred to in the Gospel as the
seat of evil (Matthew 11:23, 24:11). So we have the
picture of an attempt to live from truth which is dying
because of an evil life, and we are forced to see the
great change needed in our outward life. We cannot add
the newly growing life from truth on to our usual selfish
life. The only way to remedy such a state is by
acknowledging Jesus' power, not because we want
change to satisfy us, "to see signs", but because we
desperately want love to grow up in our lives from the
truth. To trust in Jesus, as the nobleman does, is to
acknowledge that he is all powerful in our life and that
he must control it all. Only this enables him to act in it.
Such a trust involves living a life into which Jesus can
come with his love, so that the motive of our whole life is
to think of others and serve them. He can enter into
Change of Address
Richard Nicholls
(Treasurer of the New Church College)
53 Balmore Park, Caversham,
Reading, Berks, RG4 8PX
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The nobleman had originally asked Jesus to come down
to Capernaum to do the healing, but Jesus had the
power to act wherever he chose without being there.
(The healing of the centurion's servant in Matthew 8:513 has this same stress of healing at a distance.) The
essential thing was belief in Jesus' power to help. We all
suffer from the delusion that Jesus is far away from us,
and that therefore he cannot help us. We see our
problem as existing far away from Jesus in the evil of
our Capernaum. But he is always present with us, trying
to help. It is only selfishness in our mind that makes him
seem far away. The moment we trust him, we can use
his power and overcome our selfishness. It is important
for us to know that Jesus is right alongside us, however
desperate our situation. Then we must trust in his power
to help us to change. The moment we live his way,
trusting in Jesus, our life is healed and the fever of
selfishness is driven out. The seventh hour, when Jesus
spoke and the boy was healed, recalls the seventh day
of creation, which brought peace after the labours of the
first six days. It shows the peace that comes when we
trust in Jesus and live his way.
Throughout the Gospel, we are shown the nature of
Jesus, for his coming was to "make God known". His
patient conversation with the woman (whom his
disciples thought beneath his attention) which eventually
let her see her nature and brought her to change,
makes us realise how desperately he wants to help us
when we feel the least important and the most despised.
His compassion for all our ills is shown as much in his
warning to the father about his motives as in the healing
of the boy. If we are to live with Jesus, we need to
remember what he is like and how lovingly he is
involved with us all the while.
Person to Person - The Gospel of John
To be continued

Change of Telephone
Jean Mrozek
01484 456081
email: j.mrozek@btopenworld.com

In Memory

Wallace Bruce Rowe Taylor

1927-2002

The New Church in Britain has "lost" a true friend to the
spiritual world. Indeed, maybe we can say the Church
has "gained" a friend and ally on the other side. Not all
readers of these pages will be aware of the extent to
which Bruce Taylor has been their friend, but those who
have known the extent of his work on behalf of the
General Conference and of the New Church College will
surely feel the loss of a wise and stalwart supporter.
One of the lovely things about a Resurrection
Service, in addition to the beautiful teachings and
comfort we are able to offer from our New Church
Teachings, is that those present often learn new things
about their departed friend or relative. In Bruce's case,
amongst the crowded gathering at Seaburn Dene New
Church there would be many who had benefited from 30
years of devoted work within that community but who
had little idea of the scope of his work in the national
field. And vice versa. There were others, local friends
and former professional colleagues, who may have
known little of his work for his beloved Church but who
were able to testify to his outstanding contribution in the
maritime arena, and to his warm and kindly friendship.
A Londoner by birth, with New Church blood from
his mother's family, and Scottish farming connections
via his father, young Bruce roamed the high seas
following his father's career in the oil business, and then
as a teenager he entered the Merchant Navy midway
through the 2nd World War. Sailing out of Liverpool he
was plunged straight into the North Atlantic convoys,
and the Battle of the Atlantic. Following his
apprenticeship, he rose rapidly through all the officer
ranks to Shipmaster, eventually commanding large oil
tankers. Following his marriage to Madeleine Stanley,
Bruce forsook life at sea, and embarked on a successful
teaching career in marine colleges in London,
Fleetwood and South Shields. Allied to this was the
development of his own qualifications, and he obtained
masters degrees from both Durham and Newcastle
Universities, along with many other professional
diplomas. Later, he would put this experience in higher
education to the service of the Church.
Beyond the normal requirements of his job, Bruce
developed a deep concern for and expertise in the
avoidance of collision at sea, and travelled widely to
lecture and participate in debates at international
seminars. We can be sure he would have had
something pertinent to say on the recent collisions in the
English Channel! It was a frustration to him that the
changes he recommended to the international
regulations have yet to be implemented.
Bruce never lost his love for the sea, and continued
to teach and examine candidates for certificates
awarded by the Royal Yachting Association. It was a
delight for him to sail with friends every summer to
various parts of the British coast and across the
Channel, and latterly on Ullswater. Those who sailed
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with him gained so much from an expert who never
flaunted his knowledge and experience but gave quiet
encouragement.
Through all these years, Bruce and Madeleine's
family of two daughters and two sons grew to maturity,
entered their own relationships, and produced 7
grandchildren. In retirement, amongst his other
commitments and interests, it was particularly pleasing
and fulfilling for Bruce to see more of his loved ones,
and to encourage their development. In those last
months and weeks, when Bruce and his family knew his
condition was terminal, the mutual love and practical
support from them and from so many friends was
immensely appreciated by him. Indeed, to a man whose
feelings were mostly kept private, the waves of warmth
and kindness from far and wide were a great surprise.
Throughout his adult life Bruce was an active New
Churchman. Even in his seagoing days, he always
looked for opportunities to visit congregations. Later, he
served each of his local churches, and in his Seaburn
Dene days that involved many facets of Church life.
There was the public role of worship leading, which
Bruce took very seriously and always prepared
meticulously. He served as Church Secretary for many
years, playing a key role in the establishment of
Seaburn Dene's own premises. Behind the scenes, like
so many Church workers, he turned his hand to
whatever needed doing: from gardening to humping
tables and chairs, from delivering newsletters and flyers
to maintaining the fabric. He served as Chairman of the
Yorkshire and North East Area Council from 1986-91.
It was on the national scene that Bruce's
contribution was so noticeable, culminating in his
appointment as a Trustee of Conference. He attended
(Continued on page 9)

(Continued from page 8)

the annual meetings for a quarter of a century, and
served on the Conference Council for 18 of these years,
some of them as vice-chairman. Latterly, he had given
practical support to employees of the Conference by
managing the car scheme. His keen eye for detail
enabled him to play a valuable part in many aspects of
the Council's work, notably to do with premises. In this
respect, his involvement with the several building
projects in the north of England managed by New
Church Developments Ltd. was a significant phase for
our Church.
But perhaps it was his work for New Church College
which was Bruce's greatest love, enabling him to use
his experience in the education field. He was an active
member of the Council from 1979, Chairman of the
Board of Studies for most of those years, and President
of the College from 1984 to 2001. He gave valuable
support to three Principals, and took an active interest in
every aspect of the College's work, especially its
students.

Bruce was a great believer in "plundering the
Egyptians", and advocated using every modern method
to benefit the work and life of the Church. He was an
early supporter of computers for Ministers, and was
putting his own facilities and skills to good use only a
few days before his passing.
Masters of ships are held responsible for everything
that happens on board, and Captain Bruce Taylor is
now undergoing the processes we know about in the
World of Spirits. Throughout his life on earth Bruce
never shirked responsibility, but undertook whatever he
did conscientiously and undemonstratively. It is not for
us to make judgements, but our Lord's words, "Well
done, good and faithful servant, you have been faithful
over a little. I will set you over much. Enter now into the
joy of your Lord," do seem apt.
The whole New Church in Britain has lost the
earthly presence of a good friend; Madeleine and her
family have lost a loving husband and father. We give
thanks for a life of great service, loyalty and faithfulness.
Rev Bruce Jarvis

Committee for Auxiliary Ministry
ACTS OF WORSHIP
by Rev Bruce Jarvis
There are now available two sets of contemporary Acts of Worship produced by Rev Bruce Jarvis.
The first set comprises four Family Services and four services that incorporate the Sacrament of the
Holy Supper. The second set consists of eight services for Pentecost, Harvest, Advent, Christmas
and Epiphany. It also has a Family Act of Worship that includes a Sacrament of Baptism. Each
service contains introductions, suggested readings and hymns and a sermon or several short talks.
Each service costs 80p or £6.00 per set.
Order from:

Jan Millar
10 Crosshills Road
Cononley
Keighley
BD20 8 LA
Tel: 01535 633730
Email: jan@millarcam.freeserve.co.uk

Will you please note that these, and all other CAM service and sermon sets, are also available
either on floppy disk or by email attachment. The format used is Word 97.
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News from the Churches
Paisley
Thinking of Others
Our recent "Thinking of Others" Service, in aid of St Vincent's Hospice proved to be a very happy occasion. The
Hospice was represented by its chairman, Norris McGilloway, and by its fund-raiser, Jim Healy. Mr McGilloway gave
an interesting talk about the history and work of St Vincent's, and we were able to present him with a cheque for the
sum of £350 for Hospice funds. After the Service, Mr McGilloway invited us to arrange a church visit to St Vincent's,
and we are planning to do this in the new year; further details will be announced in due course.
From the Paisley Newsletter

Kearsley
The two photographs show
displays made by the children
of the Sunday Club at
Kearsley for the harvest
festival service. The displays
were based on verse 28 of
Psalm 104: “When You open
Your hand they are satisfied
with good things” and also a
passage from Arcana
Caelestia 9489 “The Lord as
the sun of heaven is the centre to which all the created universe has
reference”. The hands and sun were made by children ranging in age
from 22 months to 17 years and decorated with pictures showing foods,
relevant Bible passages and patterns. Sunshine streamed through the
church windows during the service onto the golden ‘sun’ adding to the
effect. The children also gave a decorated hand to each member of the
congregation.
Carolyn Kennion

Bradford
A number of Churches are now regularly using colour in the
production of their monthly or bi-monthly newsletters,
including for example Preston and Blackpool. But the
brightest and best of the coloured newsletters at the moment
has to be Bradford’s.
On the right is a copy of the front page of the December/
January newsletter which unfortunately I can only reproduce
in black and white! Inside this issue of 24 pages there are
over 30 colour photographs and over 30 colour illustrations.
Everybody involved at Bradford in the production of this
newsletter should be congratulated on its excellent quality.
If you haven’t seen a copy try and get hold of one. You will be
amazed at what you find inside!
Editor
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Two Ordinations in New Zealand
The following letter was sent to Gordon Kuphal, Secretary of Conference,
by Rev Dick Keyworth in New Zealand.

Dear Gordon,
I am delighted to let Conference know that we will be having 2 ordinations here in January.
David Millar and David Keyworth are now in the final stages of their training under the Australian
New Church College and will be ordained here in Auckland on the 19th of January. These will
be the first New Church ordinations to he conducted in New Zealand.
Julian Duckworth, as President of the New Church in Australia, will do the ordinations and Ian
Arnold will be here to represent the College. We are expecting other visitors from Australia. We
are looking at hiring larger premises for the occasion to cater for the expected numbers.
David Millar will be moving to Adelaide on 22nd January to take up the pastorate there with Ian
moving to Brisbane. David Keyworth will maintain secular employment to support himself and
will work at establishing small groups of new contacts (cell growth).
Rev Dick Keyworth

In Memory

Archibald Neville Hardacre

Archie was a very kind, very happy person whose life
was centred on his church and family. He was born and
lived all his life in the same house, in the next street to
the church at Blackpool. During the war he joined the
AFS and helped to fight the fires in London and in
Coventry.
He was, by trade, a painter and decorator who took
great pride in his handiwork. The church at Blackpool
was always kept smartly painted by Archie. After he
retired he spent many hours doing odd jobs on the
premises.
Archie was a bachelor but lived with his sister-inlaw and her daughter. He was a much loved uncle to his
many nieces and nephews and showed his love of
children in the many years of devoted service he gave
to the Sunday School as its superintendent. Archie was

What has this got to do with
Emanuel Swedenborg?
(see March issue for the answer)
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always present at Sunday worship, singing in the choir
and on occasion playing the organ or piano. Archie
regularly represented the Blackpool school at the
Sunday School Union Conference, went to Area Council
meetings and was the representative at General
Conference. He was also the vestry steward for many
years and was well known to the many visiting
preachers. He was a great raconteur and had many
fascinating tales to tell of old Blackpool.
Throughout his life Archie was a very practical
person who showed his love to the Lord by serving his
neighbour in a spirit of true humility. 'For of such is the
kingdom of heaven.'
Pauline Grimshaw

Readers Letters
Dear Editor,

Dear Editor,

There are two things I wish to
comment on in your December 2002
issue.

Less colour, please!

The first is by Rev Robert Gill,
when he says, "Flocks and sheep ..
…picture heavenly goodness and
innocence", my thoughts turned to
two passages of Divine Revelation,
the first is from the Doctrine of the
New Jerusalem concerning Faith,
number 13, "..... the affection for
good produces the affection for
truth, and by the affection for truth,
the acknowledgment of truth, which
is faith". The other is from Heaven
and Hell number 280, "....innocence
consists in being led by the Lord and
not by self." The test, therefore, as
to whether we desire what is good,
and have a willingness to be led by
the Lord, will reveal itself in our
attitude towards reading and
meditating on what the Lord has
revealed to us at His Second
Coming.
My second comment is in
connection with the words of Rev
Christopher V A Hasler, when he
writes, regarding the New Living
Bible and the Good News Bible that,
"They are excellent for Sunday
School use, or to give to a
child ......They are simple to
understand, but they are often far
removed from the original text". I
simply ask if he would give a child
an inaccurate textbook in connection
with secular education?

The Church is not free of circulars,
Newsletters, forms to read, copied
and filled.
But more and more these come
in bright primary colours.
This may be, because writers of
different reports or lessons may feel
that their scripts need brightening
up, or may stand out from other
similar material.
But when they arrive printed on
dark red, deep green and midnight
blue background, they are extremely
difficult to read, unless placed under
a very bright light, and they are
almost impossible to copy.
There are two solutions to this
perennial problem. The first one is to
use white ink for your print, or to use
much paler colours on the sheets.
This will still retain the advantage of
variety, but can be read on the train
or the underground, where many of
us have to read such material. We
shall still be able to read, mark, learn
and inwardly digest our instructions,
lessons, and exhortations so much
more easily.
So think of the struggling reader
and use Less colour, please!
Rev Christopher Hasler

The Everyday Life of an Angel
by Geoffrey Cunningham
Available from New Church House
34 John Dalton Street
Manchester M2 6LE
0161 834 4192
£1 plus postage

Yours ,
Rev Norman E Riley

Lifeline

Contributions should be sent to the Editor,
27 Woodland Way, Shirley, Croydon, CR0 7UB

Alan C Misson
Tel: 020 8777 5098
Email: alanmisson@btinternet.com

Lifeline is published on the 2nd Sunday of the month ( except in Jan and July ). Articles and notices should reach the editor
by the end of the second week of the month prior to publication.
Subscriptions to be sent to the Business Manager,
Ian D McCallum
65 Heaton Road, Stockport, Cheshire, SK4 4JJ
Tel: 0161 432 5362
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