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Bethlehem
One of our traditional Christmas carols begins with the words:
“O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie;
above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.”

JOURNAL OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE NEW CHURCH

The modern town of Bethlehem seems to be a far cry from this idealised picture. The
streets are often full of tension, resulting from political and religious conflict; and so,
contrary to the words of the carol, it doesn’t seem to be a town that can sleep easy at
night. I’m afraid that Bethlehem is not a place that I would choose to be on Christmas
Day, which is rather a sad thought.
In fact, on the original Christmas Day, Mary and Joseph were not in Bethlehem by
choice either. They had been compelled to travel there by an edict of Rome which
instituted a census. For the purpose of the census all men had to travel to their ancestral
homes. So it was that Jesus was born in Bethlehem, not by human choice, but under
duress. However, the hand of Providence was certainly at work. Centuries earlier God
had given this prophecy, “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among
the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in
Israel” (Micah 5:2). It seems that Bethlehem was God’s choice
If Bethlehem is not a place that we would choose to spend Christmas, why was it
chosen by God to be the place of the Nativity? There are several reasons that come to
mind. Firstly, it was the city of David who was Israel’s great king and psalmist. David was
an earthly king who represented the Heavenly King (or Christ) to come; indeed, we read,
“I, Jesus am the Root and the Offspring of David” (Revelation 22:16). David’s psalms
deal, in the internal sense, with the spiritual combats and victories which the Christ was to
experience.
Secondly, the name “Bethlehem” in Hebrew literally means “House of Bread”. The
Christ who was born there was the living bread come down from heaven, that we might
eat of him, and not die. In this sense Bethlehem is the Word, the source of all the truth
which nourishes the human soul.
Thirdly, Bethlehem had been the birth place of Jacob’s son, Benjamin. Bethlehem
thus takes its spiritual meaning from Benjamin, who is said to represent, “the Spiritual of
the Celestial” (Arcana Caelestia 5469:2). To put this more simply, Bethlehem represents
truths learned and then used in living a good life. This is exactly what the Lord’s life was.
There was not one heavenly truth that he ignored; he lived every truth he knew to the full,
(Continued on page 2)
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so that each one became filled with goodness. From the moment he was born in Bethlehem, truth and goodness were
constantly being joined together in the life of Jesus. His birthplace foretold what his life would be.
Where will you be on Christmas Day? You may not be where you would like to be, and yet wherever you are you can
be in Bethlehem. Not the earthly town, for that might be a big disappointment, but rather in the spiritual Bethlehem.
We can each be there if we worship Jesus as our King; if we open the Word and feed upon its truths; and most
especially if we take a heavenly truth and obey it. When we obey a truth the Lord can fill it with goodness in our hearts
and minds. This is the Bethlehem state, and when we are in it, the Christ will surely be born in us as our Lord and
Saviour.
Rev Robert Gill

Some further thoughts for Christmas ...
It may be said that love and life are synonymous terms.
What a person loves as the ruling principle is his life. It
is that from which he thinks, in order that what he loves
might be achieved.

It will soon be Christmas when we shall once again
have our towns decorated with coloured lights and
Christmas trees; all these bringing a cheer to the wintry
days.

At His first Advent the Lord gave a new
commandment, that we should “love one another, as I
have loved you”. When this statement is used, the
second part is often, if not always omitted. Love thereby
becomes indiscriminate. This is the reason we often
hear much about being tolerant and non-judgmental
which means, “accept a thing, whether it is moral or
immoral”

The dark evenings of this time of the year remind us
of the visit of the wise men who were led to the child
Jesus. Darkness - there was religious darkness when
the Lord came into the world. Today, even though the
Lord’s message has been known for 2000 years, there
are still people who do not heed His Word. Results of
this darkness in men’s minds are the many conflicts of
man with man in the world today. Man may be wise in
worldly wisdom but less so in spiritual knowledge.

The second part of the commandment makes all the
difference; “as I have loved you”. He loved us not only
by creating us, and giving us life, He also gave us how
the true fulfilment of our life can be achieved. His Love
is a Wise Love. What we love, think and do, does not
only affect ourselves, but in an unseen way it affects
other also. To love, think and act according to what the
Lord teaches, opens the way to heavenly influences, the
true life of use, and one which benefits others.
The Lords love for us is also seen in what we
celebrate at Christmas; His redemptive love. He came
to meet and overcome every obstacle which would
stand in the way of what constitutes a truly heavenly
way of life, which is a human way of life, from Him.
What He did was for us, not instead of us.
In His truth is the way of life. In His truth is the
defence against every evil influence. As we follow this
way, then we truly love others, as the Lord has loved us.
In this alone is the love of others.
Rev Norman Riley
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The story of the shepherds is about events long ago
but they are still relevant now. The angel spoke to the
shepherds saying, “Be not afraid, for behold I bring you
good news.” Then on being told of the birth of Jesus
they went to Bethlehem to see the baby in the manger.
That, I am afraid is about as much as some people
can remember of the shepherds story. Let us remind
ourselves of what happened next, “And when they saw
it they made known the saying which was told
concerning this child.” They had been told that a
Saviour had been born and was Christ - the Messiah.
One message of Christmas is that of telling others
of the “Good News”. It is one of communication - the
Lord communicating with His people and we with
others.
Rev J D Allsopp

Go on, risk it - enter our Church!
“Let’s try opening the church regularly on a week day”,
Elisabeth said to me. We thought it would be a good way
to do some outreach work and show those people “out
there” what wonderful teachings we have in our New
Church.
So we began our regular Wednesday Church Open
Morning in the autumn of 2001 but it has developed in
ways we did not expect. From the beginning, we felt it
important to always be open at the same time without fail
and this has proved to be the case. We advertise
ourselves by a permanent notice displayed in the front
porch window that faces the High Street. At the
beginning of each session, we place by the OPEN front
door one of those bright revolving signs, which
continually flashes “Open Now”. We also display a swing
sign that offers coffee. A further sign, which goes in the
window, indicates what we offer.
The Church building at West Wickham has been
divided into a Worship area and a lounge area with
armchairs and facilities for providing refreshments. We
are able to shut the double doors between each area
when necessary.
Some people who come in wish to sit quietly in the
Worship area or listen to the organ. The organ can be
set to play automatically by using our midi system.
Others have looked in briefly and taken away leaflets
and a newsletter. Occasionally visitors have asked us to
say a prayer with them focussing on a particular
problem. Most of the people who pluck up the courage to
come in have personal problems which are getting them
down; others are simply very lonely. Many of our visitors
wish to have a chat and enjoy our free refreshments;
most do leave a small donation. However, not many
want to discuss doctrine but we do now have several
regulars who come almost every week.

Elisabeth and David Brooks
So have we succeeded in our outreach work? Well,
we have not enrolled any new members although some
of our visitors have occasionally attended Sunday
worship. Two others attended an “Angel Day” and asked
when the next one would be held. Perhaps the question
we should be asking is – have we been of any use to
other people? I hope so, but of course only our Lord
really knows.
However, we like to think that we have helped some
people by providing a sympathetic ear and by offering
our thoughts, but, ONLY when asked. Sometimes
depressed, disturbed or unhappy people have told us
that they feel they have come to a “safe place”.
Sometimes we have had the pleasure of being told that
we were there to listen just at the time it was most
needed.
Finally, why has it proved to be important to always
open at the same time? One of our regular visitors who
eventually risked entering the Church told us why. He
had often passed our “Open Now” sign but did not have
the confidence to come in. He then began to tell himself
that one-day he would go in, as the door was always
open when he passed. And then, one day, he did come
in - - - - - David Brooks

Lounge area with books display and library
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Observations from the Chairman of the Council
At last I am settling into my new role as Chairman of the
Council. The early days were quite fraught as I felt
bombarded by e-mails and phone calls. I would like
periodically through Lifeline to keep you informed of what
the Council is doing. It has amazed me that the
members of the new Governing Council have taken up
their responsibilities so quickly enabling an almost
seamless change from the old to the new. It is hoped
that linking each member to a specific area of activity the
Council as a whole will be more in touch.
The Council wishes to work towards an harmonious
relationship between itself and other groups within the
church. To this end there has been a meeting between
representatives of the Council and the College. This was
firstly to communicate the Council’s support for the
excellent work of the College. It was also to explore the
way forward on education within Renew. This was a
good meeting with robust discussion. The college’s
expertise is in providing education for learners and
followers. The Council has to accept responsibility for
seekers: those who make their first contact with the
church. As there has been difficulty in appointing a
Director of Educational Development, it was felt that it
would be helpful to set up a team to begin work in this
area. The Council is in the process of setting up such a
team
The Council and the Ministry plan to meet together in
the New Year. It is vital that the relationship between the
Council and ministers is mutually supportive and
encouraging. The ordained ministry is a precious human
resource. It is important therefore that we meet the
needs of the church whilst at the same time being
sensitive to the needs of individual ministers. This is not
always easy to achieve but with goodwill on both sides
this can be achieved. There is so much we want to do
but it must be achieved without placing an unacceptable
burden on the ordained.

This is where CAM plays such a vital role. The
training of the laity has so enhanced the work of ministry
within the church. There is a need for the Council to look
at the funding of the increasing band of lay members
who are taking on such important work within the church.
It is essential that there is cohesion within the delivering
of education across the board. Again there is to be a
meeting between CAM and representatives of the
Council.
Although there have been disappointments along the
way within RENEW nevertheless I sense an increasing
feeling of renewal and much enthusiasm not to lose the
hopes and vision we had when RENEW first began.
There are ideas and thoughts being exchanged which
I’m confident will lead to initiatives in the future, which
will take us along different routes from those first
envisaged.
By the time you read this the Chief Executive,
Michael Hindley, will have begun his work. This is a
greater role than that of the Secretary of Conference in
managing the implementation of policies. This will be of
benefit to the church. We all wish Michael well in this
new venture.
David Glover as the Communications Manager is
already making his presence felt as he moves us forward
in the use of modern technology to communicate better
both internally and with those outside our organisation.
The Council is here to serve all within the church and
welcomes comments, questions and concerns being
expressed by you so that we can work together in
building the church within, and from strength supporting
the work of the church amongst people.
Jean Chambers
Chairman of the Council

From the Writings ...
But the Lord's Internal was Jehovah Himself, since He was conceived from Jehovah, who cannot be
divided or become the relative of another, like a son who has been conceived from a human father. For
unlike the human, the Divine is not capable of being divided but is and remains one and the same. To this
Internal the Lord united the Human Essence. Moreover because the Lord's Internal was Jehovah it was
not, like man's internal, a recipient form of life, but life itself. Through that union His Human Essence as
well became life itself. Hence the Lord's frequent declaration that He is Life, as in John,

For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son also to have life in Himself. John 5:26
Arcana Caelestia 1999,5
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Person to Person - The Gospel of John
This is the eighteenth part of the serialisation of the late Rev Paul Vickers’ commentary on the Gospel of John.
Paul commenced his work with the following words:

“It seems incredible to say that we could form part of a group learning from a disciple who
walked and talked with Jesus Christ, and yet that is the opportunity John's gospel opens up.”
CHAPTER EIGHT
JESUS REJECTED IN JERUSALEM
The dissension we saw in the last chapter grows now, as
Jesus shows up the nature of those who oppose him. As
he points out their shortcomings and asks them to
accept him for what he claims to be, the Jews are
offended. Step by step their rejection of him grows and
anger develops, although throughout Jesus is trying to
teach them his approach to life. It is a repetition of the
process we saw in chapter 6, when those who followed
him in Galilee turned away from him as his divine claim
became clearer. In both places, he was acceptable as a
teacher and miracle-worker, until it became clear that he
was asking them to change their lives completely and
find a new relationship with God.
This is not just a revelation of the state of those Jews
and their need to change. In the inner meaning of the
gospel it shows the increasing pressure in us to see our
own self-love and to realize how different is the Lord's
purpose for our life. We have to face up to our own evil,
and to how deeply we want to go on living in that selfish
way. The Jews here are only the mouthpiece of our own
self, and we need to use this passage to face up to the
deep selfishness which distorts our attitude to life.
1 - 11 THE WOMAN TAKEN IN ADULTERY
The passage appears to be ancient in origin, but not to
have been part of the original gospel, and to have been
inserted here after John's gospel was completed.
However, I shall treat it as part of the text given for our
instruction, for the Lord's providence acts at all times to
provide and preserve the Word with us.
Respect for true marriage has been part of the
gospel's message, and the parable meaning of such
marriage has driven home the need to marry up the truth
we know to a genuine love to use it in life. The marriage
at Cana, the reproof to the Samaritan woman with her
five husbands, John Baptist's insistence on Jesus as the
bridegroom, all follow the same theme. Now we come to
a breach of the law of marriage, and we hear Jesus'
judgement of the woman concerned. It needs to be read
carefully, for it is possible to draw quite incorrect ideas of
Jesus' attitude. On the other hand, without the message
here, we would not understand the dangers of
attempting to condemn others, nor Jesus' attitude to a
sinner which is vital to understanding the nature of his
love.

The punishment of stoning, said to be that in the law
for the offence here, would imply that it was committed
by a betrothed woman not yet married (see
Deuteronomy 22:23, 24). In Jewish eyes, such an
offence was more serious even than adultery after
marriage, although the penalty for this was still death
(see Leviticus 20:10 and Deuteronomy 22:22). Rabbis
normally held that, where the means was not specified,
strangulation was the method for death; but whether that
can be relied on here may be doubtful.
1 - 3 They went each to his own house, but Jesus went
to the Mount of Olives and, at dawn, he came again into
the temple; and all the people came to him. And he sat
down and taught them.
The last few words of the previous chapter have been
prefaced here, since they seem to be part of the opening
sentence. (Chapters and verses are only artificial
divisions made to enable easy Reference.)
Jesus left the city during the hours of darkness
when, without the protection of the daytime crowds, he
could have been in danger from the authorities. It was
his custom to go to the Mount of Olives on the east of
the city, and the villages beyond it. It is clear that his
efforts to teach the crowd were continuous and not
brought about by occasional confrontations. So when
dawn comes, he returns and gathers the people about
him and teaches them in the temple courts, as many of
the rabbis would do.
3 - 6 And the scribes and the Pharisees brought to him a
woman who had been taken in adultery. And having set
her in the midst, they said to him, "This woman was
taken in the very act of committing adultery. Now in the
law Moses commanded us to stone such; what therefore
do you say?" But they said this, testing him, that they
might be able to accuse him.
The scribes and the Pharisees were setting a deliberate
trap. It is clear from their challenge that they were aware
of his attitude to marriage, but that they were also aware
of his compassion and his forgiveness of sinners. By
bringing a blatant case of adultery, they hoped either to
get him to deny the law of Moses and discredit himself in
the eyes of the people, or to abandon his compassionate
attitude and lose the trust of the crowd. With the added
bonus that, if he did tell them to stone the woman, he
would come into conflict with the Romans, who withheld
such capital sentences from the Jews. The word used of
(Continued on page 6)
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the woman's discovery is a strong one, originally used of
a thief taken in the act. Its use here leaves no question
about the guilt of the woman. The Synoptic Gospels give
other attempts to trap Jesus in this way, such as the
payment of tax to Caesar which he evades by asking
whose head is on the tax coin, and payment of the
temple tax which he directs Peter to find in the mouth of
a fish. The present trap is no more successful.
Jesus taught that marriage was to make a man and
woman "one flesh". It is not a contract that can be
defined by rules of conduct, but is rather a living union of
affection and thought that gives the life of two a single
purpose of love and service to others and to the Lord.
What binds them together is not just the enjoyment of
sexual delight, or their affection and desire for each other
as a person, though these are an essential part of the
whole experience; but it is also the wish to receive love
from the Lord and with it to do something together to
serve others. Any affection that destroys that unity is
adulterous, because it introduces desires to use life for
oneself alone, and this not merely when it includes
sexual desire for another person. A marriage is built up
over years and the partners will have many
imperfections to overcome, but their desire to love and
serve together binds them ever closer together. Faults
and shortcomings do not destroy their marriage; but a
ruling love in life which has no thought for others, and
any desire for merely sexual delight, without loyalty and
love for their partner, will destroy it. One must be careful,
however, not to regard actions alone as destructive;
many failures can occur from outside pressures and
momentary weakness, and can be remedied by renewed
effort to make the marriage. The only thing that destroys
it is a love of evil desires, which destroy Christian life and
make any unity in life impossible. We have no way of
knowing the state of this woman, any more than her
accusers had; and we should have no desire to judge,
for our wish should be to help her, not to condemn her.
6 - 8 But, having stooped down, Jesus wrote with his
finger on the earth; and as they continued asking him, he
lifted himself up and said to them, "Let the one among
you without sin be the first to cast a stone at her". And
again he stooped down and wrote on the earth.
It seems very unlikely that Jesus was writing anything
specific in the earth, although many have speculated that
he wrote the sins of the accusers. But the act of writing is
important in the Word, and carries the idea of fixing
something permanently so that it will remain. Hence the
writing of the "ten words" on the tablets of stone to
provide Israel with the Lord's commands. In Jeremiah
31:33, the Lord speaks of writing his law on people's
hearts as a permanent presence. In the opposite sense,
Jeremiah 17:13 speaks of the evil being written on the
earth as a sign of their condemnation. Such passages
would be in the minds of those skilled in Old Testament
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Scripture, and Jesus, writing on the earth indicates the
fixed state of those who sought to obstruct him with their
evil. When they persisted in their question, he answered
them, and then again wrote on the ground, reminding us
that persistence in evil brings the second calamity, that
all our true ideas are falsified and used in opposition to
the Lord.
The truths of the commandments were written upon
stones, and yet stones were to be used in punishments
specified in the Old Testament. It seems strange that
essential commands of truth could become symbols of
destruction; and yet that is what happens to truth when,
instead of using it to find out how to help someone, we
use it against them. This was exactly what the scribes
and Pharisees were doing to the woman. They were not
using truth as a way of saving her and helping Jesus in
his teaching. They were using the commands of
Scripture to kill the woman and to destroy Jesus'
teaching of truth. Every truth is meant to help us love
others and the Lord. Any truth which is separated from
this desire and used for our own selfish purposes ceases
to be true and becomes a falsity. The purpose behind
any truth we use decides whether it is true or false,
which is why "the devil can quote Scripture for his own
purposes".
Once someone acts against truth, the fact that they
know the truth condemns them: they are "stoned". But
no one can condemn another, because truth is not given
to us to condemn each other. Jesus brings these
accusers face to face with their evil purpose. He makes
them examine themselves, to use the truth to recognize
that they sin, as he tells the one who is without sin to be
the first to cast a stone.
9 But they, having heard him and being convicted by
their knowledge of themselves, went out one by one,
beginning with the elder ones on to the last; and Jesus
alone was left, and the woman where she was, in the in
the midst.
The word for "knowledge of themselves" occurs only
here in the Gospels. It is not in classical Greek, and had
gained currency only recently in the vernacular. It means
'to know with oneself', and thus self-consciousness', and
is often translated "conscience". But to a Christian,
"conscience" means truth in which the Lord's love can
work, because we have accepted it as a way of life and
therefore it illuminates our mind with the Lord's way.
There is no such idea here. The scribes and Pharisees
were simply forced to know themselves and admit that
none of them was without some sin. Spiritually they were
adulterers, for they were using the truth they knew to
condemn the woman and not to save her; they were
marrying it to an evil love. They had failed more deeply
than she; and so they were obliged to abandon their
attack on her.
(Continued on page 7)

continued
(Continued from page 6)

The elders in Israel had the responsibility of teaching
truth, a duty which the scribes claimed as their own; but
in their present evil state they used truth to force
obedience to their own selves, and not to the Lord.
Jesus reveals their misuse of truth, and so destroys their
misuse of it as an instrument of condemnation.
10 - 11 And lifting himself up and seeing no one but the
woman, Jesus said to her, "Woman, where are your
accusers? Did no one condemn ?" And she said, "No
one, Lord". And Jesus said to her, "Neither do I condemn
you. Go and sin no more".
Jesus' judgement does not condemn the woman, but it
does not condone the sin either. It is important that we
grasp this use of truth. It is there to point out what is evil
and what destroys the possibility of love working in our
lives. But it has no wish to condemn anyone. God's only
purpose is to give us his love, so that we can know its
joy in our own lives. He is always seeking to save us,
even when he makes clear our evil and urges us to
reject it. Hence the insistence to the woman that she
should "Go and sin no more".

It is a fundamental mistake to see God as
condemning anyone. Jesus speaks directly and even
harshly about the evil of some in this gospel, but he must
never be thought to be trying to condemn them, as will
become clear from his teaching. Nor must he be thought
of as using such compassion to replace some
condemning attitude of God. His work in the world was
done from the love of God: "For God so loved the world
that he gave his only-begotten Son, that every one who
believes in him may not perish but may have life eternal."
(This passage is sometimes used to argue against
earthly courts which need to judge offences against the
community. It has no such bearing, save that it warns us
in all circumstances not to act from hatred of the
individual, but only to protect the rest of the community.)
Person to Person - The Gospel of John
To be continued

Music at Brightlingsea
In August, the Brightlingsea Society held a successful
Organ and Piano Recital as part of the Brightlingsea
Free Music Festival. The evening was attended by the
Mayor of Brightlingsea, Councillor Mrs Janet Russell,
and was well supported by a wide variety of friends from
the Town.
The organ was played by David Glover, organist at
the Colchester General Church and recently appointed
Communications Manager of the General Conference,
and the piano soloist was Charlotte Rowlands, organist
of the Brightlingsea Church.

A view of the organ and chancel at Brightlingsea
Pieces on the organ included compositions by
Handel and Bach, and, on the piano, the Sonata Opus
27, No2 (Moonlight) by Beethoven. Afterwards,
members of the audience were able to meet the soloists
socially in the Church Hall

Rev Alan Hardy David Glover Rev Frank Rose
Charlotte Rowlands Councilor Janet Russell
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The picture shows the Mayor with Rev Alan Hardy,
Charlotte Rowlands, David Glover and Rev Frank Rose
of the General Church, who was visiting his one-time
Colchester pastorate.

Temenos - Summer 2003
Cast your mind back to the November 2002 issue of Lifeline and you may remember the article: “Calling all young
adults”, which invited young people to seek sponsorship from Conference to go to a gathering of young adult
Swedenborgians being organised by the Swedenborgian Church of North America. Laura Pearce and Sam Kennion
were chosen to attend and here below and on the next page are the accounts of their visit.

Report of Camp 2003 at Temenos
USA July 28th – August 3rd 2003
This is to say thank you for sending me to America
for Camp 2003. I had a great time and learnt a lot.
Whilst the group was unfortunately small there were
still enough people for me to not quite manage to
learn everyone’s name!
Most people arrived on the Sunday afternoon.
George Dole gave his keynote address ‘Foundations
for Toleration’ on Monday afternoon and there was a
discussion after dinner.
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday roughly followed
the pattern: breakfast, chapel, lecture, discussion,
lunch, afternoon rest and activities, dinner, then a
meditation at about 10pm to finish off the day.
On Thursday we toured Philadelphia in the morning
and Glencairn museum and Bryn Athyn Cathedral in
the afternoon. On Saturday there was a cancellation
of a guest speaker so a trip to New York was hastily
arranged. We visited Central Park, Tiffany the
Jewellers and some other shops as well as Ground
Zero.

Group Picture
with Sam Kennion, back row far right,
and Laura Pearce, front row second from right.
Pictures by Sam Kennion
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Some people left on Saturday and some early
Sunday morning. On Sunday the rest of us went to
church in the Chapel on the Temenos site before
departing.
The Temenos site itself is a little larger than Purley
Chase grounds but the building is quite a bit smaller.
It is air-conditioned due to the heat and humidity.
There is a small swimming pool (hint, hint) and forest
trails.
One of my favourite parts was Lee Woofenden’s talk
on Friday about the history of the New Church.
There is a plan for another camp to be held in British
Columbia, Canada in 2006 or 2007.
Thank you once again.
Sam Kennion

The Visit to Central Park, New York
Laura Pearce, second right
Sam Kennion, third from left.

Tenemos - continued
Report of Camp 2003 at Temenos
USA July 28th – August 3rd 2003
I’m sure many of you know about Camp 2003 which
happened at the Temenos Retreat Centre,
Philadelphia PA but for those who didn't hear about
it well, it was an international camp held from
Sunday 28th July till the following Sunday 3rd
August for Swedenborgians aged 18 to 24. I, Laura
Pearce age 18 from the New Church at Dalton, was
lucky enough to be one of two young adults to go to
Philadelphia to represent the New Churches in
Britain, along with Samuel Kennion from the church
in Manchester.
After arriving back home after a fabulous week I
had at the camp, I am here to tell you what sadly
others missed.
In total there were never more than 15 of us at
a time, less than the number that was expected but
never the less that didn't mean that it wasn't as
good as we all hoped. It just meant that we, as a
group, were more flexible and we were able to
change the itinerary for the days around, so we
could accommodate the wishes of all of the group
and make the week better than it already would be.
I have to say that every one I met there were such
special and lovely people, each person having a
different gift to give to the group, and because it
was an International camp, everyone’s differences
just added to the experiences we encountered as a
group.
We had friends from Canada, various places in
the United States and Sam and I from Britain. I
would just like to give love to our friends in Africa
and Sri Lanka who due to reasons regarding visas
were unable to join us but we were thinking of them
all week. It was just a shame they couldn’t come.
The Temenos Retreat Centre is a beautiful,
peaceful place which is set within its own grounds.
The main building is modern while there are other
buildings which are very old and beautiful.
While we were there we had many theological
lectures by different leaders which were educational
and fascinating. George Dole led a discussion on
Mercy vs. Wisdom and Justice vs. Love. He taught
us that one cannot go through life just picking one
but that we have to solve problems using the
combinations of both to be on the straight road,
which is what Swedenborg teaches us. I found it
interesting, maybe a little confusing but I understood
what he meant.
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Jonathan Mitchell taught us about proprium and
freedom, discussing the four C's which were
Consideration, Confrontation, Compassion and
Collaboration. We talked about how in our lives
today we could solve problems and how we need to
take different approaches to solve different
problems, take which method is appropriate to solve
a particular problem to give the best and safest
outcome, even though you might not particularly
feel comfortable in confronting someone if you don’t
like confrontation or whether it is really your place. I
personally learnt a lot about this topic of discussion,
maybe because I could relate it to life. We learnt
about the relationship between God and ourselves
and the Lord inside us on Wednesday. We talked
about our own personal qualities that we could take
to heaven to share with others. This was a lesson
that we had to look into ourselves and talk about our
good points we think we personally have which was
a bit difficult judging yourself. Thursday was a bit of
a history lesson about our religion, where it came
from, when it started and where it grew from. It was
quite an interesting lesson because it looked into
the reality side so I could maybe picture where we
were all from and gave our beliefs a bit of history
and context I felt.
I found that during the course of the week the
lessons were interesting and helpful, really making
you feel you know where you are and where your
beliefs come from, helps one to stabilise your
understanding and thoughts on things you learn
about at church services.
I feel that this was an amazing trip and to add to
all the fun learning we went on trips such as we all
went canoeing on a beautiful day, we visited New
York, went to Philadelphia and learnt about all the
history and went to Bryn Athyn – what an amazing
place! We did so many group activities and just had
a really lovely time with some of the most amazing
people who touched our lives. I can't wait to get
there again in the near future to see everyone
again! I will stay in contact with many people.
I would love to thank everyone in the
Conference and at the New Church in Dalton for
helping me to go on this lovely week; without you all
I would not have been able to go so thank you for
your love and support, with a special thank you to
Jean Mrozek.
Thank you,
Laura Pearce

In Memory
Harry Heap passed away peacefully on 26th September
2003. Although sudden, this was not unexpected, as he
was 91 and was ready to go. He had a long and
interesting life. Born in Bolton on 13th February 1912, he
lived above a sweet shop next door to a public house; he
led a sober life, but had a sweet tooth. In later years he
considered he had a low fat diet, and cut all the fat from
his meat, but would enjoy a pastry pudding with a
generous amount of cream. He always enjoyed his food.
He went to Blackpool Grammar School, and became
an uncertificated teacher from 1932 to 1934. He worked
in the Derbyshire village of Melbourne and attended the
local Baptist church. He played tennis for the Baptists
and one day they had a match against the New Church
in Melbourne. Margaret’s sister played for the New
Church and invited Harry home for tea, where he met
Margaret, who was to be his wife for over sixty years.
Harry soon came into contact with the Minister of the
New Church there, the Rev Frederick Grosvenor Smyth,
and, in Harry’s own words, Grosvenor Smyth “took him
in hand”. They went on long walks and Grosvenor Smyth
told him to read True Christian Religion. Harry felt the
call for the Ministry and began training at the New
Church College in London in 1934. He was ordained on
22nd June 1938 and in October was inducted as Minister
to the New Church congregation in Blackpool. But after a
few years his life took a different direction and in 1944 he
enlisted in the Army.
He served in the Intelligence
Corps in India. His experience there
included broadcasting on All India
Radio, including cricket
commentaries, which combined his
love of sport and his love of an
audience. After the war he became
senior scriptwriter for Radio SEAC,
forces broadcasting from Colombo.
Harry was appointed Regional
Information Officer of the British
Information Services in Madras, 19481950, and Margaret and his son,
Robert, joined him there. It was said of
him that, if all appointments made by
Whitehall revealed as much
imagination and sympathetic
understanding as his, then Britain
would have no cause to worry over
her representation abroad.
After this, the family returned to
England. Harry was always interested
in helping people, and he decided to
retrain as a probation officer; he
served as such for 25 years, and
retired as a Senior Probation Officer in
Shrewsbury at the age of 65.
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Harry Heap
In Shrewsbury there was no New Church. He joined
the Congregational Church and was active as a lay
preacher and elder. He was never short of ideas, and he
played a major role in setting up the Shrewsbury and
District Arts Association, and was an enthusiastic actor
and producer of plays. Star roles included one of the
tramps in Waiting for Godot, and Caliban in The
Tempest.
But Harry never lost his commitment to the New
Church. After his retirement he was elected in 1980 to
the Conference Council. The following year he became
its Chairman, in which position he served until forced to
give up in 1984 because of a bout of ill health. He was a
very good chairman of a meeting. He was courteous and
fair, but he was also firm and was good at restraining the
apparently inexhaustible propensity of members of
committees to wander off the point. He always had a
clear sense of direction.
From 1980 to 1993 Harry was Editor of Lifeline. His
ecumenical interests, his broad sympathies and his
command of words found an excellent use here. As a lay
preacher, he frequently took services in several of our
churches. In recognition of his distinguished service to
the Church, he was appointed a Trustee in 1985. He was
keen to come to the Annual Conference and did so
altogether twenty-five times.
Harry and Margaret moved to
Stapleford in 1988 to be near Robert
and his wife Wendy. They joined
Emmanuel United Reformed Church,
where Harry was an elder. He enjoyed
seeing his grandchildren, Richard,
Matthew and Abigail, and was very
fond of his great-granddaughter
Eleanor Rose. He was devoted to
Margaret, who died soon after their
Diamond Wedding Anniversary. In his
later years, Harry came to depend
increasingly on his carers and other
friends and helpers, whose assistance
he appreciated greatly.
It was a great tribute to Harry’s
ecumenical and human approach that
what he had to offer was of interest or
support to such a broad variety of
Christians. We were proud to call him
a New Churchman. We shall miss
conversations with him – the wide
range of topics which they might cover
– but especially we shall miss his
chuckle and the twinkle in his eyes.

Timeless Message
A long time ago Christmas for me was mainly the
excitement of the Christmas pillow case at the bottom of
the bed - a stocking was deemed too small to hold the
large though inexpensive gifts Santa and others would
bring me! That pillow case is no more, and I have since
discovered there is very much more to Christmas than
that.
For some the Christmas Season brings happiness and
happy memories - for others it may bring sadness or
painful memories. For some it may seem different to
previous ones - to others it may seem much the same
as always. For some their life will have changed greatly
since last Christmas - for others there may be only a
sense of marking time and not really getting anywhere
in their life.
Whatever our situation in this respect though, the real
message of Christmas, which came 2000 years ago, is
a timeless one that is always relevant to everyone now whatever our circumstances.
It was a wonderful message given in time that is actually
out of time or eternal, because it is a message about
what the Lord is doing for each of us now and always.
Though the message itself is essentially timeless, how
we understand it or what we see in it or what we
actually receive from it may change greatly from year to
year - depending on our particular state of receptivity at
the time.

The central spiritual Christmas image is the Christ Child
- the Lord in the form of an infant in a lowly manger in a
stable or in the arms of his adoring mother, Mary. What
we can see, feel and experience in and through this
image is potentially infinite or endless! The more we can
get in touch with the true child within ourselves and look
through its eyes of wonder, think with its mind of
imagination and feel with its heart of innocence, the
more the Christ Child image will 'speak' to us and
channel heavenly thoughts and feelings to us.
It's not a case of trying to understand logically how God
could, as it were, give Himself an earth experience like
we His children have, but more a case of allowing the
Lord to fill our hearts and minds through this image of
Him as a Child and to experience Him as Immanuel,
God-with-us.
We have so much to learn - and always will have. But in
particular, we have so much to learn about how best to
experience Christmas, and how to help it be a more
wonderful time for our families and friends
Let us help each other this Christmas season, and so
experience the timeless message of just how much the
Lord Immanuel really is with us in every way despite
any illusion of outward appearances.

London Open House Weekend
We had a very successful day on Saturday 20th
September when approximately 250/300 people visited
Swedenborg House in the afternoon when we opened it
as part of London Open House weekend.
Eoin and Patricia McMahon worked hard to make
the building look immaculate, several Council members
were on hand to answer questions and Richard Lines
took parties around the building, telling them about
Swedenborg, the Society and the building itself - which
seemed to generate great interest from a good many
people. About £30-worth of books were sold and many
leaflets were taken.
Richard Lines
Swedenborg Society Secretary
From the London and Southern Area Council Newsletter
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Rev Michael Stanley

Notices
New Church Children’s Society
The board of management of the New Church Children's
Society is trying to widen its membership to include members
from outside the Midlands.
Anyone from the wider church is invited to write to the
secretary. Travelling expenses can be paid.
Please write to:

Dr Geoffrey Bentley
18 Farley Road
Derby
DE23 6BX

Most of the meetings are held in the secretary's home at the
above address.
Geoffrey Bentley
Honorary Secretary

Glencairn Museum Gardens
Picture by Sam Kennion (see page 116)

Committee for Auxiliary Ministry

Contemporary Sermons (Set2) by Rev Leslie Chambers
Following the success of the earlier collection of Contemporary Sermons by Rev. Leslie Chambers, CAM is
delighted to announce the availability of a set consisting of a further eight sermons.
Each sermon costs 75p or £4.00 the set
Order forms for the above from: Jan Millar

10 Crosshills Road, Cononley, Keighley, BD20 8LA
Tel: 01535 633730
Email: jan@millarcam.freeserve.co.uk

Will you please note that these, and all other CAM service and sermon sets, are also available either on
floppy disk or by email attachment. The format used is Word 97.

Lifeline

Contributions should be sent to the Editor,
27 Woodland Way, Shirley, Croydon, CR0 7UB

Alan C Misson
Tel: 020 8777 5098
Email: alanmisson@btinternet.com

Lifeline is published on the 2nd Sunday of the month ( except in Jan and July ). Articles and notices should reach the editor by
the end of the second week of the month prior to publication.
Subscriptions to be sent to the Business Manager,
Ian D McCallum
65 Heaton Road, Stockport, Cheshire, SK4 4JJ
Tel: 0161 432 5362
Price per copy £1.10
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