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Unconquerable Love
Many fine words have been written to describe the quality of love. Few of them can rival
the words found in 1 Corinthians 13; here love is described in all its facets and
splendour. As we approach Easter, I find myself deeply touched by some of the
thoughts about love which are expressed in this passage. I am thinking in particular of
the following: "Love suffers long and is kind…bears all things…endures all things"
(1 Corinthians 13: 4, 7).

JOURNAL OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE NEW CHURCH

Nowhere do we see the truth of these words more clearly than in the life and death
of Jesus Christ. His love was unconquerable; He died loving even the men who had
betrayed and crucified Him. No matter how badly people treated Him, and how pressing
were the urges within Him to take vengeance upon them, He never stopped loving them.
His love suffered, bore, and endured all things and yet was constant right up to the
moment of death.
Jesus was able to love in such a remarkable way because the love in Him was none
other than the Divine Love. We read, "The Lord's love was that of saving the human
race" (Arcana Caelestia 9937:6). At all times Jesus was motivated by a love of saving
every single human being. He never once compromised or betrayed that love by
choosing to love Himself before others. Because of this perfect life the love in Jesus was
never conquered by hell, in fact it never died. Even in death His love was strong and
lived on. It was this unconquered Divine Love in Him that made possible the Easter
Resurrection.
Human love may wax and wane, it may even sicken and die, but the Lord's love for
each one of us is unconquerable. It is in this great truth that our hope lies this Easter.
Love triumphed over all in Jesus, and love can also triumph over all in our lives. It can
only do so, however, when we draw our love from the Lord and make a real effort to love
in the same unselfish way that He did.
It is often in the darkest places of life that we see the unconquerable power of love.
Even in terrible places like Auchswitz there were people who still had the inner power to
show small kindnesses to their neighbour. Even among the sick and dying we are often
able to witness a strength of love for others that is quite surprising. Even among the
victims of terrible injustices we can sometimes see a love which conquers all hatred and
revenge. Nothing can conquer the Lord's love, and, if we live in Him and by His
example, that same power of love will transform our lives; it will be a blessing to us even
in the darkest moments and severest trials. "Love never fails" (1 Corinthians 13:8); love
is the resurrection life in us which will lead us through death itself to find a new and
glorious life above.
Rev Robert A Gill
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Our mission is to express, share and experience with others in life an
inclusive, non-judgmental vision of God’s kingdom
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An Unbelievably Good Friday
In twenty years of ministry I have often noticed that the
best and liveliest discussion gets going when we start to
talk about the Lord and His life in the world. It seems to
me that people can pick up on the events of the Lord's
life and use this to help them make sense of their own
lives, the hardships, the hopes, the human limitations,
the way we can overcome things and find the purpose in
it all. It's as if the story of Jesus somehow embodies our
deepest sense about living.
Nowhere is this more true than in the events of
Good Friday and Easter. The first event is about death,
the other event is about life. This is a powerful model we
can all relate to! We know - we sense - that most of our
learning experiences in life involve something having to
die or be discarded before something better can take its
place. We need to lose our life before we can ever find
it, according to Jesus. We need to let go of our pride
and self-will before we can come into the feelings of
humility, peace, and love. And of course, one day we
shall all die, as we must, so that we can enter eternity
and have everlasting life.
This idea makes me want to look again and more
closely at the events of Good Friday. Was it, as we're
often led to see it, a terribly bad day, the day on which
human beings extinguished a life of perfect love and
truth? Yes, that is certainly part of it . We have only got
to listen to the news to find examples of man's
inhumanity to man. And perhaps, a bit more close to
home, we know that we can harbour some pretty
unpleasant feelings towards people who are too
successful, too attractive, too popular or even too
honest. We can crucify goodness and so crucify
something of the Lord. Let's go even further. Doesn't all
emphasis on suffering, whether ours or anyone else's,
in some way stop us from experiencing the Lord's life
and His love for us, and kill it off?

of times about how He
must suffer many things,
be killed, and be raised
again the third day. But
now let's begin to turn all
this towards a more
positive idea. The word
'suffer' which has come to
be associated with pain
and infliction, originally
meant
to
allow
something, to let it
happen. We see this in
the words of Jesus, "Suffer the little children to come to
Me." There's no pain in that! So let's see the events of
Good Friday more in terms of the Lord allowing this to
happen to Him rather than any suffering it involved. He
knew it had to come to pass as it did.
When we think about Good Friday more from God
than from man we begin to see it more clearly and more
positively. Dying then becomes a symbol of God's
longing to give His life to us. The blood of Jesus which
flowed from His pierced side becomes a life-giving flow
which comes from Him to us as we open our life to Him
and follow His commandments. And the cross itself
transforms from being the image of ordeal into being the
emblem of the Lord's glorified life, the Divine Human,
extending in every direction because He is present
among us now, the truth itself in person.
We might start out with sorrowful feelings and
associations on this Good Friday but these human
things must give way to Divine intentions so that Good
Friday - an unbelievably Good day - can become an
Easter morning and the day of our resurrection with the
Lord.
Rev Julian Duckworth

Christianity proclaims that Christ died for our sins.
There is suffering in that. Jesus Himself spoke a number

From the Writings ...
To prevent faith about God, in Him and from Him, from
becoming, merely because no one has seen Him, like a
water-bubble floating in the air, full of beautiful colours in
the first and second moments of its existence, but in the
third and thereafter collapsing into nothing, it has
pleased Jehovah God to come down and take upon
Himself human form, thus putting Himself on view, and
proving that God is no entity conceived by the faculty of
reason, but That which was, is and shall be, from
eternity to eternity.
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God is no three-letter word, but the whole of reality
from alpha to omega. Consequently He is life and
salvation to all who believe in Him as a visible God, not
to those who say that they believe in an invisible God.
For believing, seeing and recognising make up a single
act, which is why the Lord said to Philip:
“He who sees and knows me sees and knows the Father.”

True Christian Religion 159:7

In Memory
She was known throughout the Church as 'Cassie', but
her real name was Kathleen Winifred, the wife of one of
Conference's well-known and well-loved ministers,
George Thomas Hill. Her family name was Clubb, and
they came from Derby. Cassie died in Derby on 10th
January 2003 at the great age of ninety-four. I say 'great
age' - for Cassie was one who always gave out a slight
impression of frailty. But she and George both lived well
into their nineties; and both are now in that realm where
time and age and physical frailty hardly matter. In the
latter six years of her life, Cassie was cared for in first
residential, and finally nursing homes in the Derby area.
George had a ministerial pastorate of about twentythree years in Accrington, and it was here that I got to
know them both quite well. George was well loved and
highly respected for his guidance and teaching. Cassie
provided the complement, keeping her husband fit and
well and preventing him from 'overdoing things'. She
had quite strong views on church life and behaviour. I
knew them both from our meetings of the Ministerial
Advisory Council (the M.A.C.) at their home in Oakwood
Road, Accrington - where Cassie was the kindly and

Mrs Cassie Hill
efficient hostess. She had strong views on Church
etiquette - believing in general that church management
should be a masculine affair and certainly not a feminine
one. She was reluctant in attending meetings, and was
not even a supporter of women at a funeral service. Yet
she was friendly with all and always ready for a chat.
She and George had lived and worked in Manchester,
on the Fylde coast during the war years, and of course
in Accrington for a lengthy period of their lives.
It is good to think that Cassie and George ended
their lives in Derby - Cassie's home town and the spot
where George started out as a young minister. It is also
good to know that their wedding was the last that was
solemnised in the old Babbington Lane New Church
before its closure in 1931. George and Cassie Hill are
'links with the past'. There is a sense in which we are all
links with the past. The great thing is that those links,
while they exist, should be strong and firm, binding
together God's Love and Wisdom in the world in which
we live.
Rev Dennis Duckworth

Purley Chase - Seeking New Manager(s)
Purley Chase is a large residential centre (50 people)
set in the Warwickshire countryside near Mancetter. It is
owned by the General Conference of the New Church
and is used by a wide range of groups.

The Manager(s) will be expected to have one or more of
the following skills:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Maintaining premises and/or gardens
Management of staff
Catering & cleaning management
Bookings & general management
Basic receipts/payments bookkeeping
Ability to get on with wide variety of people

Remuneration is competitive for the sector and may
include accommodation and a car.
To apply, please send your CV and covering letter,
stating what qualities and skills you would bring to the
Managers' position to:
The Purley Chase Committee oversees the day to
day running of Purley Chase and are looking to appoint
one or more Managers, who may be a couple, when the
current Managers retire at the end of 2004/early 2005.
We are looking for someone/people who has/have
the following qualities:
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Enthusiastic & energetic
Practical
Ability to self-motivate and work without day
to day supervision
Well organised
Flexible
Ability to get on with wide variety of people

Liz Clemett
37 Mellor Drive, Uttoxeter, Staffs ST14 7AL
.
We welcome applications from people of all
backgrounds, however, as Purley Chase is a church
organisation, you will be sympathetic to the purpose and
beliefs of the General Conference of the New Church.

Child and Youth Education - Development Worker
The New Church Sunday School Union is delighted to announce the appointment of Pauline Grimshaw as
Development Worker for Child and Youth Education.
Pauline is a member of Kearsley New Jerusalem Church where she is treasurer, organist, newsletter editor and
registrar. She regularly leads worship in the north Manchester area and is secretary to the area council. She also
works on a national level as a member of the Conference Council, the New Church Historical Society and as
secretary to the Sunday School Union for which she produces activity sheets and material for Home Sunday Club.
Next July Pauline will leave her post as deputy head-teacher, after 24 years at a Preston primary school, and will
take up the Development Worker post in mid-August for an initial period of one year.

WHAT'S NEW?
Come and find out at The Annual Conference of the New Church Sunday School Union
Saturday 31st May 10.00 - 4.30 (coffee @ 9.30)
at Derby New Church
new ideas - new materials - new teaching methods - new development worker
Let's see some new faces too!
Remember to bring your album of photos ( taken with your camera from last year's conference)
plus any other things your children have done.
Lunch and afternoon tea provided at a small charge.
PLAN TO BE THERE, but please tell NCSSU secretary:
Pauline Grimshaw, The Manse , Church Street, Kearsley, Bolton BL9 9DD TEL. 01204 574047

Trustee of Conference
Since the last Meeting of Conference Mr Bruce Taylor, who was a Trustee of the General Conference, has passed
into the Spiritual World.
It is planned to appoint a new Trustee to fill this vacancy at the next Annual Meeting of Conference in July. If
anyone would like to suggest a name for nomination, would they please let the Secretary of Conference know by the
end of April, so that proposals can be considered by the Conference Council at its meeting on 16th/17th May.
The appointment of Trustees is covered by Article 46 and Rules Q.1-2.
Gordon Kuphal
Secretary of Conference
11 Seaview Road, Brightlingsea,
Colchester, Essex CO7 0PP
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Person to Person - The Gospel of John
This is the twelfth part of the serialisation of the late Rev Paul Vickers’ commentary on the Gospel of John.
Paul commenced his work with the following words:

“It seems incredible to say that we could form part of a group learning from a disciple who
walked and talked with Jesus Christ, and yet that is the opportunity John's gospel opens up.”
CHAPTER FIVE continued

our experience as much as we can understand of his
nature and his work.

17 - 47 THE FATHER AND THE SON
The conflict with the Jews over the Sabbath brings
about a reply from Jesus which declares his divine
nature, and shows the fundamental issue between
himself and the opposing Jews. Jesus now attempts to
explain his relationship to God; and, as we have seen
John do before, he probably includes teaching from
Jesus which was given at other times, but which bears
directly on the subject. The many sentences prefaced
by "amen, amen," may be memorable sayings of Jesus
which John brought together here to develop his
teaching. The end of chapter 5 therefore provides the
most sustained attempt to reveal Jesus' nature since the
Prologue to this gospel. As we have seen, the narrative
of events reveals his zeal and compassion and
understanding, all of which help to make him known to
us, but we also need some idea of the way God is
working in Jesus. His life is not just a good life and a
good example, but is a divine work of redemption which
saves us all.
This is not just abstract knowledge, but is closely
bound up with the way new life flows into our mind from
inner levels of which we are not conscious. Such influx,
whether for good or evil, makes up far more of our
mind's activity than we dream of. We sum up our mind's
activity from the worldly things we see and act upon,
and the words we read and the reasoning we develop
from them. This is to forget the real power of our mind
which flows in from levels above our outward
consciousness. It is there that Jesus is active.
Speaking of God as "our Father" sums up all the
love which makes each of us and cares for us and can
never let us go. It is perfectly accurate to speak of God
as our Creator, but that can lead our thoughts out into
the vastness and mystery of the universe he creates for
us. We need rather to remember his nature, and that is
summed up in the love of a Father for his children. If he
provides for us so vastly and wonderfully, it does not
change the warmth of his love for each one of us. That
is our security, in good times and in bad. Whilst we may
not grasp how great and powerful is his love for us,
there is nothing inaccurate in calling him "our Father".
That precisely sums up his nature, and his relationship
with us. Only if we grasp this human yet infinite nature
of God's love for us, can we begin to understand how he
took action to reach us, how he sent his own life into our
world for our salvation. The terms he uses about his
work for us are not abstract titles; they express to us in
5

In these passages it helps if we read the words
"Father" and "Son" with their proper meaning. The
Father is the love that makes and sustains all things,
and this is the life in Jesus. The Son is this life learning
the truth and living it out in life here, rejecting all evil and
making our level of life divine in him, so that it becomes
"God with us". Obviously the life is always God’s; that
life "does the works", "bears the witness". But the Son is
essential to men and women, because it has brought
that life into things which we can accept and use, and in
which we can receive God's life. When we think
specifically of the truth into which that life is acting, it is
called "the Son of Man". Since we receive God's life in
the truth, this is associated with our learning and
judgement. But "the Son of God" makes us think rather
of the love of God as it acted and made a divine human
at our level to redeem us. The Father and the Son can
be thought about distinctly but are one, just as the life in
our soul and the activity it brings about in our mind can
be distinguished in thought but are one in reality.
This passage emphasizes that there is no separate
life in Jesus which acts apart from the life of God. It is
that one life which is acting in our world of thought and
affection. The quality of that life is that of God: he alone
bears witness to what is happening at our level. The
"Son" is a real presence of divine life in natural things.
Nothing else could renew the way of influx to our minds
once we had cut ourselves away from God's life by our
selfishness. Those who choose to love and serve have
a way to be united to God's life in the Son. But it is still
the Father's life that he has brought to us in Jesus
Christ.
17 - 18 But Jesus answered them, "My Father works
until now and I work". So because of this the Jews
sought the more to kill him, because not only did he
break the Sabbath, but also called God his own Father,
making himself equal to God.
Jesus' response to the Jews opens up more serious
dissent than disagreement on the Sabbath laws. They
understand clearly that he is claiming to be divine when
he calls God his Father. The venom this arouses may
seem excessive, but to these Jews it was the most
extreme blasphemy. We have to remember that, in this
gospel, the term 'the Jews' stands for those in evil who
seek to destroy Christians. Evil can tolerate a God who
(Continued on page 6)
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is far enough away to be used to manipulate others, but
not when he is near enough to affect an evil life. God
present in the midst of life immediately opposes their
evil. They cannot admit such an idea into their lives and
seek to destroy it.
19 - 20 Therefore Jesus answered and said to them,
"Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son is able to do nothing
from himself except what he sees the Father may be
doing; for whatever he does, the Son also does those
things in the same way. For the Father loves the Son,
and shows him all which he does himself; and greater
works than these he will show him, that you may
wonder."
In considering the Prologue, we saw that the Son who is
born from the love of God is his wisdom, for love can
only bring forth wisdom to achieve its purposes. Such
wisdom alive from love has always come forth from the
love of God, and has reached down to influence men
and women and draw them into his wise way of living.
But once mankind had chosen evil down the centuries,
the selfishness in human minds prevented any such
influence from within. Then God brought that wisdom
into being in Jesus Christ by a birth and development at
the natural level of this world. The life of this 'Son' was
the life of the Father, and Jesus Christ active in this
world was active from that life of God. So he asserts
that the Father and the Son do the same things in the
same way. But the development of this divine wisdom
from divine love is still going on in Jesus, and so God
"will show him greater works".
21 - 23 "For even as the Father raises up the dead and
gives them life, so the Son gives life to whom he wills.
For the Father judges no one, but has given all
judgement to the Son, that all may honour the Son as
they honour the Father. He who does not honour the
Son does not honour the Father who sent him."
So the Son like the Father gives life; not just bodily life,
but the true life of the mind. Men and women should live
from love for others and the wisdom that knows how to
serve them, and this life comes only from God. That life
is always given to us by God, but in the Son he has
brought that life right down into the truth we use and
filled it with a love that can work in our natural lives.
Although the life is the same life of God, the activity is
different in this divine human formed in the world, for
here the life of God is in the wisdom men and women
use to judge the actions of their lives. So the Son judges
people as they accept or deny his life. To accept the life
Jesus brought into this world, and to believe that he is
the source of our new life, is to honour God "the Son" as
he saves us, just as we honour him for life itself "the
Father".

24 "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears my word and
believes him who sent me has eternal life; and does not
come into judgement but has passed out of death into
life."
The real source of life for us is to hear and live from the
truth as we know it. In Jesus, that truth has been filled
with all the love of God. When we use it, believing that it
is the way of God, we live from Jesus' life and have
eternal life. Eternal life has nothing to do with living for
ever (we all do that after death) but it is to live from
eternal things, that is, love and wisdom from God and all
the joy they bring into life. Only then are we truly alive
as God's children, and the spiritual death of selfishness
and evil has no power to damage our lives. Once we
have entered into God's life in the truth from Jesus,
there is no question of us being "judged". God's love
does not seek to judge us, but only to give us his joy. It
is only if we choose evil in our lives and deny truth, that
we judge ourselves into the unhappiness of selfishness,
which is spiritual death.
25 - 27 "Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and
now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of
God, and those who hear will live. For even as the
Father has life in himself, so he has also given the Son
to have life in himself, and also has given him authority
to execute judgement because he is the Son of Man."
These and the following verses suggested to worldly
thinkers that a last judgement and resurrection of the
dead would end the world. The early Christian Church
had great problems with those who abandoned all
orderly living and simply waited for the end of all earthly
things. Such an idea must be wrong, for it would set
bounds to the love of God. He is the love of men and
women and he cannot cease to create them and care
for them in this world, despite the way they react to his
love. The whole spirit of the Gospels denies that leaving
this world is to enter a tomb of death and await a
resurrection into this world again. Jesus speaks of those
of past ages as alive, and his parables include
references to an on going heaven, as does his comment
to the penitent thief on the cross "this day you will be
with me in paradise". No sense can be made of these
passages in the gospel about death and life, unless we
realize that spiritual life and death are the subject.
Not to receive the giving life of God is spiritual
death. We have already seen that mankind had misused
their freedom to choose, and had chosen selfishness for
so long that subsequent generations inherited a mind
that could not receive God's life from within. In Jesus
Christ, God made a way to reach all men and women
again with his life, so that each individual could make
the choice between spiritual life and death. In his life in
this world, Jesus used the life of God in all his learning
and obeying and conquering of evil. The "hour was
(Continued on page 7)
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coming" when his work would be completed, and the
whole love of God would be alive in the truth we use in
this natural world. So "the Son" would have life "in
himself". That brings into human living "the Son of Man",
the truth alive from love available at our level. It is the
presence of this truth from love that "executes
judgement" with men and women. A choice to use the
truth and live unselfishly from love then brings in all the
life of God in Jesus Christ, and makes the person truly
alive. Its denial leaves a person spiritually dead.
28 - 29 "Do not wonder at this, for an hour is coming
when all those in the tombs will hear his voice and will
come forth, those that did good to a resurrection of life,
and those that practised evil to a resurrection of
judgement."
Here, again, we have to remember that men and
women always come into life in a spiritual body when
their earthly body dies, and so this cannot refer to
coming out of earthly tombs. The "tomb" which contains
each of us is constructed out of all the false ways of
living which we adopt from the world. A way of life that
takes for self is a death in life, "a tomb". If we want to
live a life of love to others, the power that came in Jesus
releases us from this tomb. If we obey the truth and
seek to serve, the love of God is there in our minds,
powerful to fill the truth with the love that saves us from
selfishness. If we do not want to love and serve others,
all the power that Jesus brought is helpless; it simply
shows up our false and evil ways in a "resurrection of
judgement".
This is true for us today; but a little thought will
make us realize that, when Jesus came, many had died
who were still locked up in the false ways of life from the
past, although they did love others and wanted to help
them. The Gospels often glance into the spiritual world
and remind us how much rejoicing and release came
there because of the divine life Jesus brought. Angels
rejoice at the Lord's birth, the Lord's parables point to
"separating the sheep from the goats" as his power
releases good men and women from the false pattern of
life constructed by the evil, and at the crucifixion there
are signs of vast disturbance in that other spiritual world.
The coming of life in Jesus was something genuinely
waited for by many who had passed into the spiritual
world before he came, just as much as we wait for him
to fill our lives now.
30 - 32 "From myself I am able to do nothing. As I hear,
I judge, and my judgement is just because I do not seek
my will, but the will of the Father who sent me. If I bear
witness about myself, my witness is not true. Another
bears witness about me, and I know that the witness is
true that he witnesses about me."

Very directly here Jesus points out that the life in him
which does things is God's life. His life is directed by
what God intends, and so the Father is the real witness
to Jesus' nature and purpose. Only this love is a true
witness to what Jesus is doing in the world to bring
divine life back to mankind in their distress.
These words drive home to us how important it is to
realize that love is the driving force of life. It alone bears
witness to the purpose of the universe and God's hope
for men and women. Even the wisdom coming in Jesus
is not a true witness in itself; only the love coming in it
makes it so. The real witness to why we are here and
what God intends for us is his love. We must never
leave our response at the level of understanding how
God helps us. It must always go as far as the love he
gives us to share in loving others.
33 - 36 "You have sent to John and he has borne
witness to the truth; though I do not receive witness
from man, but I say this that you may be saved. He was
the burning and shining lamp, and for an hour you were
willing to rejoice in his light. But I have witness greater
than John's, for the works which the Father gave me to
accomplish, the very works which I do, bear witness
about me that the Father has sent me."
The way in which we know about and can receive this
new life is begun by the work of John Baptist. It is by
repentance and the choice to lead a new life that we are
prepared to receive the life in Jesus; and John is
mentioned here to remind us of this first necessary step
in the process. But, as was emphasised in the Prologue,
John is not the light and life that is coming; he is only
the first witness that makes it possible for us to begin.
And his witness adds nothing to the divine work of
Jesus. He is "a burning and shining lamp to us for an
hour", and during that early stage we rejoice in that as a
new way of life. But that does not achieve anything
towards our salvation, which depends entirely upon the
life of God working in Jesus. This is the essential
witness to our salvation. Divine life has provided a
divine human to be with us, and our new life comes from
this.
37 - 40 And the Father who sent me has borne witness
concerning me. You have not heard his voice at any
time, nor have you seen his form. And his word you do
not have abiding in you, for you do not believe him
whom he sent. You search the Scriptures, for you think
to have eternal life in them; and they are they which
bear witness about me, and you are unwilling to come to
me that you may have life.
Again it is emphasised that we cannot know the Divine
in itself, "the Father", but we can see him manifested in
Jesus, his life sent into our natural world. This is the way
we know God. Our worship is directed to the Lord Jesus
(Continued on page 8)
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Christ as the one and only God, because in him is the
love that is God, "the Father", and it is present with us in
our lives in "the Son" and it works in us with "the Breath
of Truth", powered from divine love. We cannot find our
own way to this God by our own intelligence. Searching
the Scriptures will not reveal him, unless we receive his
life of love in our lives. The Scriptures witness to the
love of God and our need of it in our lives, but our
intelligence and cleverness do not make a life that can
receive him, for we can twist the Scriptures to our own
purpose. We must receive his love and practise it in our
lives, if we are to be willing to come to him and receive
his life as our life.
41 - 44 I do not receive glory from men; but I know you
that you do not have the love of God in yourselves. I
have come in the name of my Father, and you do not
receive me. If another should come in his own name,
you will receive him. How can you believe, who receive
glory from one another but do not seek the glory which
is from the only God?"
This refers to the way the Jews (and we!) set up our
hierarchies of admiration, giving glory to men for their
thoughts and actions rather than giving glory to God. It
is the quality of unselfish love from God, the "name of
the Father", that does all true things which should be
revered. The quality of merely human ambition and
endeavour is no substitute.
Here we need to understand what is the "glory" of
God. We need to know more than descriptions in the
visions of the prophets, which are only outward
presentations of that true inner glory. God is love, and
that declares itself in divine truth which shows the

continued
nature of that love, and so manifests its glory. The
intelligence and wisdom that show them are the glory of
God. Only the love of God can produce the glory of
God. When men and women rely on and accept their
own ideas about life, which allow their selfish love to
work, they accept glory from one another; but they do
not accept the truth which is the glory of God. Jesus
came in the name - that is, the quality - of God, which is
this manifesting of divine truth in life. This, evil cannot
accept; it can only accept what is in the name or quality
of its own false ideas.
45 - 47 "Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father.
There is one who accuses you: Moses, in whom you
have hoped. For if you believed Moses, you would have
believed me, for he wrote about me. But if you do not
believe his writings, how will you believe my words?"
When God reveals himself, there is no wish to accuse
those in evil, who will not receive him. There are two
facets to human life: to understand what will serve and
help others from love, and to fulfill that understanding by
living by its vision and loving others. "Moses" stands for
the knowledge of truth men and women may have, for
the Books of Moses were the principal source of
instruction for the Jews. If what is understood is not
chosen and lived out in loving service, it itself accuses
those who know it and do not do it (and we recall how
often Jesus told parables about people who failed in just
this way). You do not believe the truth if you know it but
do not obey it from the heart in life. The love that came
in Jesus cannot reach into the life of someone like this
who does not receive his way.
Person to Person - The Gospel of John
To be continued

Words for meditation on war and peace
“But I tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do
good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you,
pray for those who mistreat you”.
Jesus in the Gospel of Luke 6:27,28
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not
give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be
troubled and do not be afraid”.
Jesus in the Gospel of John 14:27
“If your enemy is hungry, feed him;
if he is thirsty, give him something to drink”.
Paul in his Epistle to the Romans 12:20
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Every gun that is made, every warship launched,
every rocket fired signifies, in the final sense,
a theft from those who hunger and are not fed,
those who are cold and are not clothed.
This world in arms is not spending money alone.
It is spending the sweat of its labourers,
the genius of its scientists, the hopes of its children.
Dwight D Eisenhower (former President of the
United States)
Lead me from death to life, from falsehood to truth.
Lead me from despair, to hope, from fear to trust.
Lead me from hate to love, from war to peace.
Let peace fill our heart, our world, our universe.
Peace. Peace. Peace.
From the Upanishads (Hindu sacred writings)

Choosing the New Name - You take part
At Conference 2002, I presented the reasons why we
needed to choose a new name to refer to some parts of
our organisation. The paper I presented, on ‘Naming
Principles’, was also printed in the September 2002
issue of Lifeline on page 84. Following that a ‘step by
step’ guide to how the new name would be chosen was
printed on page 107 of the November 2002 issue of
Lifeline.
The time has now come to take the first step in the
process and my purpose in writing this article for Lifeline
is to encourage you to make suggestions for a possible
name we might adopt.
If you can, find copies of the issues of Lifeline
mentioned above to remind yourself of why this change
is being proposed. However if the copies are not to
hand, don’t worry, here is a summary of the key issues
involved.
The new name we are seeking is to be applied as a
sort of brand name to our leaflets, books, magazines,
workshops and other activities especially to enhance
our appeal to seekers and learners and to provide an
image that is attractive and memorable. The name
would also be used on the proposed web site.

To give you an idea of the sort of name that might
be appropriate here are two names that were suggested
much earlier in the RENEW programme:
‘New World Spirituality’
‘Foundation for Angelic Wisdom’
Also the name ‘Swedenborg Movement’ has been
extensively used in connection with outreach activities
for many years.
So, if you can, spend some time to think about a
‘new name’ and when you have decided on your
favourite let me know. If you come up with several
names and can’t make up your mind which you prefer,
then let me have them all, because at this stage of the
selection process I would like to have as many names
as possible.
Please send your proposed name no later than
Friday 9th May to:
Alan Misson
27 Woodland Way, Shirley, Croydon, CR0 7UB
or email: alanmisson@btinternet.com

Rev Joseph Proud and the Cyber Hymnal
You can find all sorts of things on the internet
that you least expect. I came across this
Cyber Hymnal web site whilst I was looking
for midi files to use on our digital organ at
West Wickham.
Cyber Hymnal is a site with over 4000
Christian Hymns and Gospel Songs from
many denominations complete with lyrics,
scores and midi files. There are a number of
New Church Hymn writers featured of which
perhaps Joseph Proud is the best known.
The entry for him includes a biography and
11 of his hymns.
Other New Church hymn writers included
are: Jonathan Bayley, John Worcester, Julian
Smyth, Kenneth Turley and Carl Ernest
Yenetchi.

If you have access to the internet you will find the home page of the Cyber Hymnal at www.cyberhymnal.org
and the page for Rev Joseph Proud is www.cyberhymnal.org/bio/p/r/proud_j.htm
Alan Misson
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History is made
I awake early to a bright and sunny summer's day on
Sunday 19th January 2003. It was an historic time for
the New Church in New Zealand, indeed for the New
Church in Australasia. On the evening before, Rev Ian
Arnold, principal of the Australian New Church College
had presented certificates to David Millar and David
Keyworth marking the completion of their training to
become ministers. Over 40 family members and friends
gathered in the church hall for the presentation. This
was followed by a meal which was brought in (Chinese/
Fish 'n' chips) and time to mix, mingle and chat.
Now all the preparations had been made for the
ordinations on the Sunday morning. Rev Julian
Duckworth, President of the New Church in Australia,
accompanied by his wife Ruth, had arrived the previous
Friday and was to perform the ordinations. As the
church was too small to cope with the expected
numbers, (120, the church holding 70 - 80), the service
was to be held in a large reception room at the
Pakuranga Country Club. And what a wonderful setting
it was looking out onto the lush greenery.
At about 6.3Oam as I was thinking I'd better get
moving, the phone rang. My wife Gill answered the call
and after a brief conversation punctuated with
exclamations of amazement, I was told to go to the
airport! Our friends Rev Les and Bev Sheppard had
arrived unexpectedly. What a joy! It was one of those
Providential things. Les had needed to make a return
trip to Australia from his pastorate in the USA. They had
made some better connections than planned and Bev
saw the opportunity for them to make a 24 hour stopover in Auckland and to make it to the ordination
service. It couldn't have worked out better!
As 11am approached, family, friends, members and
nearly two dozen of David Millar's ex work colleagues

Rev Julian Duckworth
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David Keyworth

Rev Julian Duckworth
David Keyworth
David Millar
from Waitemata Health gathered for the service. They
were also joined by the Morgans from Waitomo and lan
Fraser representing his family in Nelson. It was a delight
to also have present with us, Brian O'NeiI from
Wollongong Australia, a fellow theological student and
friend of the two David's. Messages of congratulations
had also been received from overseas, from the British
Conference and Rev John and Jenny Sutton in the UK,
from Rt Rev Peter Buss Bishop of the General Church
in the USA and from the New Church in Australia and
our many friends there.
The service was opened by me with short readings
from the Word. After a welcome I handed on to Rev Ian
Arnold who gave an introduction along the lines of the
Lord's call to us to be the visible church community
among people. David Millar read the lesson from Mark
3:7 - 19 then Julian spoke to the many children present.
Julian was wearing his vestments for the ordination,
(Continued on page 11)

David Millar arrives with his stole

(Continued from page 10)

the rest of us being in "smart casual", suits, etc.. The
two Davids did not wear vestments but were ordained
with their signs of office, purple stoles, being placed
upon their shoulders. Julian followed the ordination
ceremony with a thought provoking and challenging
address on the Lord's call of the disciples James and
John and naming them "Sons of Thunder". This was
followed by an extempore prayer from David Keyworth.
After the reading of greetings and the presentations of
certificates, we sang our hearts out to 'Shine Jesus
shine' before Julian gave the closing blessing.
Everyone then partook of a splendid buffet meal
and had the opportunity to talk and take photos. Though
it was a joyful occasion, it was also tinged with a little
sadness as we gave gifts to the Millars and wished them
well in their new home in Adelaide. It was wonderful that
they maintain the bonds we have formed with our
friends there. This day was truly an historic occasion. It
was a day that the Lord had made. We rejoiced and
were glad in it.

Rev Julian Duckworth

David Millar

Rev Richard Keyworth

Universal Language
Brussels have realised that English is the spoken
language, even if French appears in the documents.
English does appear to be the universal language
as you travel round Europe. At one time few spoke
English in Paris, now it is common place in restaurants
and hotels. So in Madrid, within the last ten years it has
become a cosmopolitan city, and English menus appear
in the restaurants and English greets you in the hotels.
But there is another universal language which is not
spoken, but expressed in gesture, and the affection
people have for one another. I find, that without a word
of Spanish, the greetings between families is so warm
and real. The warmth of love and affection is seen in the
eyes, in the warmth of the smile, in the handshake and
embrace that binds as a family the different cultures.
Tower of Babel by Pieter Bruegel 1563
The teachings of the Church state that there is a
universal language in the spiritual world. It is not like the
Tower of Babel where all languages were confounded
and the state of life was confused.

Our individuality can easily remain, but the affection
is universal, binding us all as one great family in the
eyes of "Our Father in heaven", Is this an insight into the
Universal Language of heaven?

When the European Union was established it was
decided to have a common language so that life would
be much easier for the citizens. Better that one
language covered all the documents, and the language
chosen was French. But over the years those in

Rev Leslie Chambers
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Notices
Conference 2003

What’s missing from this picture?
You are!

“Freely you have received, freely give”
The 196th Annual Meeting of The General Conference
of the New Church will be held at the Hayes Conference
Centre, Swanwick, Derbyshire DE55 1AU on Monday
21st July to Friday 25th July 2003. The proceedings will
open with a Service of Celebration and Thanksgiving at
3.00 p.m. on Monday 21st and will close by lunch-time
on the Friday. The Conference Service will be held on
Thursday 24th July at 7.30 p.m. at Birmingham New
Church, at which Rev Clifford Curry will preach.

Full board standard accommodation for the whole
period of the Conference will cost £130.00 including
VAT (or £32.50 per night). A limited amount of en suite
accommodation will be available on a first come first
served basis at a cost of £165 including VAT (or £41.25
per night). These charges do not include lunch on the
Monday which must be ordered separately. There are
reduced rates for children. Applications for
accommodation should be made to:
Mrs Enid Nicholls,
5 Pennycress Close, Heatherton Village,
Derby DE23 3WS (Telephone: 01332 510314).
All bookings should be made not later than
Friday 16th May.

National Women's League
Benevolent Fund Annual Meeting

Change of Address

Saturday May 10th at Burnley Church
2.30 Opening service conducted by Mrs Pauline Grimshaw
3.30 Annual Meeting
4.30 Tea
Everyone welcome
Mrs M Liversedge
Secretary

Lifeline

Contributions should be sent to the Editor,
27 Woodland Way, Shirley, Croydon, CR0 7UB

Hayes Conference Centre
Swanwick, Derbyshire

Mrs Edith Ayre
42, Homeprior House
55-59, Front Street
Monkseaton
Whitley Bay
Tyne & Wear
NE25 8AA
Tel: 0191 251 8590

Alan C Misson
Tel: 020 8777 5098
Email: alanmisson@btinternet.com

Lifeline is published on the 2nd Sunday of the month ( except in Jan and July ). Articles and notices should reach the editor
by the end of the second week of the month prior to publication.
Subscriptions to be sent to the Business Manager,
Ian D McCallum
65 Heaton Road, Stockport, Cheshire, SK4 4JJ
Tel: 0161 432 5362
Price per copy £1.10
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