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n the first chapter of the book of Revelation, we are
presented with the well loved vision of the Son of
Man. It is the nearest thing we get in the New
Testament to a photographic description of the Risen
Lord; but even here what we are given is not an actual
likeness, but rather a symbolic presentation of the
Lord, with each detail signifying an aspect of his
Divinity or activity.
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It is important to note that the description is of the
Lord as Son of Man. What this title signifies is
revealed in the book Doctrine of the Lord 28, where
we read, "The Son of Man signifies the Lord as to the
Word". I want to speak briefly about one of the more
puzzling details of the vision, "Out of his mouth went a
sharp two-edged sword" (Revelation 1:16). Here there
is much food for thought about the Lord and his Word,
and also an important application for our work as an
Association of New Church people.

The Son of Man

by Roland Smith
It is worth pausing for a few moments to think
about the sword which is described in the vision. The
Greek word for it is ‘ρομφαια (pronounced romphaia). This is not the word for the long
slender sword of the fencer, but rather describes the Thracian broad sword; the former
Glasgow Professor of Divinity and Biblical Criticism, William Barclay, in his Daily Study
Bible, describes it as "a tongue-shaped sword ". So we can identify the sword coming
out of the Son of Man's mouth as being the tongue with which he speaks his Word.

The soldier of the ancient world would use his sword for combat, and so too the Lord
speaks his Word to fight and destroy the enemy. If that sounds too violent and
destructive, let us remember that the Lord does not use his sword-like tongue against
people, but rather against the falsity, which distorts, shackles and impoverishes people's
lives. This sword slashes and cuts in order to liberate us from false thinking and ways of
living.
When the Lord speaks his Word its truth cuts right through the fantasies, arguments,
and justifications by which evil tries to seduce us. The sword is said to be two-edged,
because the truth wars against both error and ignorance and entirely disperses these
enemies of our spiritual life. When the Lord speaks his Word it will always vanquish the
hellish influences in our lives.
(Continued on page 2)
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We are living in an age when the Lord has spoken a
new revelation of his truth. We have seen for ourselves
how this truth cuts to shreds the old worn-out dogmas
and falsities, which have been peddled in the name of
religion. Irrational and even objectionable teachings
have been exposed as false and thus robbed of their
hold and power. In place of such things we have
inherited a faith which is sound, intellectually satisfying,
and powerfully strong against the forces of evil.
It is the task of this Scottish Association of the New
Church to make this new revelation of the Lord's Word
more widely available to the Scottish people. We know
only too well that many are confused, hurt, and
alienated by the old false teachings; people are
entangled and imprisoned by wrong ways of thinking;
and there is a widespread ignorance of genuine
heavenly truth. People need to be liberated from these
sad states but, in order that they can be so, they first
need equipping with the Lord's two-edged sword of
truth. Jesus said, "You shall know the truth, and the
truth shall make you free" (John 8:32).

truth of the Word can scatter a thousand falsities and
liberate a person's life from the misery of evil. With so
many people in our world desperate for such liberation
can we afford to keep our mouths closed? Surely we
must open them and speak with the sword-like tongue
of truth.
Let us then proclaim the truth which the Lord has
revealed, and let us do so with courage and confidence.
Let us lose no opportunity, as an Association or as
individuals to make the Lord's words known, so that
other people might have the weapons with which to fight
against their own spiritual foes. We shall do this work
most effectively if we also are using the truth to fight
against our own evils and falsities. In that way our
speaking will carry greater conviction, and our lives will
be a more effective example to others.
"A person must use the truths of faith which
come from the Word to fight against evils and
falsities. If he uses other means than these,
he does not win, for it is only in these that the
Lord is present."
New Jerusalem and Its Heavenly Doctrine 191

The powerful and liberating effect of the truth is
seen in the words of Isaiah, who writes, "One thousand
shall flee at the threat of one" (Isaiah 30:17); one pure

Rev Robert A Gill

From the Writings ...
"To eat" and "to drink" are often mentioned in the Word, and those who have no knowledge of the spiritual sense can
have no other idea than that natural eating and drinking are thereby meant; but "to eat" and "to drink" signify to
nourish oneself spiritually, consequently to appropriate to oneself good and truth, "to eat" signifying to appropriate to
oneself good, and "to drink" to appropriate to oneself truth. Anyone who believes that the Word is also spiritual may
know that "to eat" and "to drink," likewise "bread," "food," "wine," and "drink" mean spiritual nourishment; if they did
not mean this the Word would be merely natural and not at the same time spiritual, thus merely for the natural man
and not for the spiritual man, much less for angels. That "bread," "food," "wine," and "drink" mean in the spiritual
sense the nourishment of the mind, has been frequently shown above; also that the Word is spiritual throughout,
although in the sense of the letter it is natural.
To be nourished spiritually is to be instructed and imbued, consequently to know, to understand, and to be wise.
Unless a man enjoys this nourishment together with the nourishment of the body, he is not a man but a beast; and
this is why those who place all delight in feastings and banquetings and daily indulge their palates are dull in spiritual
things, however they may be able to reason respecting the things of the world and of the body; therefore after death
they live a life that is beastly rather than human, for instead of intelligence and wisdom they have insanity and folly.
This has been said to make known that here "to devour or eat up the little book" signifies to read, to perceive,
and to explore the Word, for "the little book" that was in the hand of the angel coming down from heaven means the
Word, as has been said above. Moreover, one cannot eat or devour a book naturally, thus not the Word; and this,
too, makes clearly evident that "to eat" here signifies to be spiritually nourished.
Apocalypse Explained 617,2
Commentary on Revelation 10:9
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New Church College News
Of the 30 students who have undertaken College
modules during the past year, over half volunteered to
come to College for extra lessons at the College’s
residential Summer School over four days at the end of
June. Some were so keen that they even preferred four
days of pressurised work at College to four days in the
sun - and rain - at Conference’s annual meeting!
In the week before Summer School, some students
were rapidly trying to catch up on their work before the
dreaded end-of-term assessments. Others, like Lenka
Machova from the Czech Republic, took advantage of
their time in Manchester for some special tutorials, in
Lenka’s case starting on Latin with the College
Principal, an awesome project since the Principal’s
formal Latin learning was at school back in the sixties!
Our Summer School this year was the sixth
consecutive one since Dispersed Learning started in
1996. Including five Winter Schools, we have had about
ten different guest presenters at our schools, and this
year we were pleased that Rev John Sutton of Derby
could lead a weekend-long workshop for our students in
Group Leading. John tackled this experiential course
with enthusiasm and wisdom, and our students voted it
one of our best residential Schools yet. Thank you,
John! The rest of Summer School included some
sessions by me using group participation techniques to
facilitate exploration of some of the most challenging
Gospel parables. Other high points were the Sunday
services led by three teams of students at Accrington,
Braithwaite and Radcliffe, and a communal breakfast
culminating with the Administration of the Holy Supper
by sponsored students Alan Bowie, Esther Byrne, David
Gaffney and Sasha Gorbenko. We were delighted to be
joined this year by Christian Gleie, a leader of the New
Church in Berlin, and the school clearly benefited from
the presence of our friends from the Czech Republic,
Germany and Russia.
Within a week of the end of the College Summer
School, many of us gathered at Conference, which this
year included the College Annual General Meeting. We
were all sad that our long-time and loyal President,
Bruce Taylor, could not be with us. Nonetheless, under
Mary Burnley as a very effective Chairperson at our
AGM, we welcomed Christopher Chambers as our new
President, David Haseler as our new Secretary, and
said farewell to Michael Clubb as our most efficient
Secretary after two long terms in the office.
A highlight of the College AGM was the granting of
‘Certificates of New Church Education’ to ordination
candidates Esther Byrne and David Gaffney ten days or
so after College-sponsored student Alan Bowie had
received his Certificate during Summer School. Three
certificate holders in one year! We were also delighted
that Sasha Gorbenko, the Conference-sponsored
student living in Moscow, could be at part of the
Conference AGM. Between Summer School and
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end of year report

Conference Sasha even managed to participate in a
Swedenborgian Movement Outreach event in the Devon
countryside, a wonderful experience for a man who
spends almost all his time in the vast city of Moscow.
I returned to the College to complete the end-ofyear reports for all the students. While working at this, I
felt as though I was being deluged - by letter, phone and
e-mail - by other students now keen to complete the
(Level One) Certificate Course themselves. Within a
year or so, as many as five more of our students may be
awarded a ‘Certificate of New Church Education’.
Suddenly it feels as though the success of Alan, Esther
and David has encouraged others. This should be
exciting news for the church at large.
With a new year of study at hand we are actively
engaged in mass-producing a brand new half-year
module called “Swedenborgian Approaches to Issues of
the Contemporary World”, written for us by Rev David
Lomax. As we work on finalising this radical new
product, we are getting very excited by what David has
offered us. Students and tutors alike, in three UK
geographical centres plus Moscow, should look forward
to a very stimulating study period ahead. We also have
a significant take-up for our Old Testament People halfmodule, with a big group of lay-people in Yorkshire, and
an opportunity for the College’s sponsored student, Alan
Bowie, to tutor a group in Scotland.
For David Gaffney in his final Level Two year a
three-phase placement programme has been put in
place, beginning with Rev Alan Lewin and myself as
tutors in the Manchester area, but with some
broadening experiences further a field. David will also
try new Outreach ventures around his home in
Lincolnshire under the module title of “Sowing Seeds”.
In Scotland, Esther Byrne has been increasingly
engaged in her community, tutoring a brand new
student and sharing her delight in applying
Swedenborgian theology with people who have little or
no knowledge of the New Church movement.
Meanwhile, in Moscow Sasha Gorbenko has now
lectured many times at the Alexander Menn ecumenical
theological college, and is clearly developing a
Swedenborgian ministry in that challenging
environment.
How do I feel at the completion of my sixth year? It
feels as though it has been a very rich year, particularly
in that so many students who started off just trying one
module are now looking towards completing the
equivalent of a whole year’s ordination preparation. That
is so fulfilling, and I hope readers will also find it
exciting. It feels as though the hard-working and
committed College team have passed this year with at
least a ‘Satisfactory’ result! But ... ‘could do better’?
Rev John Presland
Principal New Church College

Fit to Bursting
Purley Chase was so full chairs were being shared in
the Common Room for meetings. There was hardly
enough room in the "girls' corridor" for everyone to
crowd in for the midnight feast (that took place around
9.30 p.m.) - sshhh - don't tell leader Bev Johnson! The
dormitories were full with children and the 3 men
leaders had to share one room and 3 women leaders
had to share one room.
Purley Chase was also full of many other things fun, learning, friendship, laughter, dedication,
commitment and Christian love and charity.
Morning study of the Lord's appearances after His
resurrection was followed by a craftwork project, games
and outings to Warwick Castle and Atherstone. The
evening activities included a barbecue and bonfire, a
video and a last night social. One item at the social was
a highly amusing spoof of our video, Harry Potter and
the Apothecary's Stone entitled Larry Porter and the
Apothecary's Gnome!

Childrens School 2002
Asked if they would like to come back next year the
children responded with a resounding "yes". The group
will be so large it will be split into 2 schools according to
age, Children's School and Middle School.
The fullness was not confined to the physical - the
fullness of the Lord's love was there too, in abundance.
Rev Gill Gordon

My Adventures at Purley Chase
On August 14th I went to Purley Chase for Children's Camp. I stayed there for six
days without my mum, dad and little brother, but I wasn't by myself because there
were 36 other children there and seven adults to help look after us.
I was sleeping in a room with 6 other boys and we had lots of fun, talking and
laughing late at night. In the mornings we learnt about Jesus and his disciples, we
did worksheets and made puppets. Some of the other groups made clay models
and papier maché vases out of balloons.
In the afternoons we did lots of fun activities. We did art & craft-making,
friendship bracelets and dreamcatchers. One afternoon we were in teams and we
had to make a carrier that could save an egg when it was dropped Out of a tree.
Our team used lots of newspaper with a
bit of cardboard around the egg, and
then tied up with string, but when it was Dressing up at Warwick Castle
dropped from the tree it smashed!
Some of the other teams made parachutes for their eggs and they didn't
break! Some of the other things we did in the afternoons were swimming,
and shopping for sweets for the midnight feast. We had a trip to Tamworth
Castle as well - I liked the dungeon best!
In the evenings we had games, a bonfire, and once we had a video of Harry
Potter. We also had a disco where I won a prize for musical bumps! On the
last night we had a social when lots of people did silly plays, jokes, dances
and songs.
Purley Chase is a great place and it has an adventure playground in the
garden. The food is lovely and I especially liked the puddings! I had a great
time and I didn't want to come home on the last day. All the people who
helped were great, and I will definitely be going next year!

The ‘Midnight’ feast
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Callum Nicholls
from the Seaburn Dene Newsletter

Person to Person - The Gospel of John
This is the seventh part of the serialisation of the late Rev Paul Vickers’ commentary on the Gospel of John.
Paul commenced his work with the following words:

“It seems incredible to say that we could form part of a group learning from a disciple who
walked and talked with Jesus Christ, and yet that is the opportunity John's gospel opens up.”
CHAPTER THREE
1 - 21 Born of the Spirit
Having shown the need to marry up truth with love in
our life and the need to sweep away the evil that would
prevent it, we learn now just how Jesus brings about
this great renewal in us. The last chapter ended with
Jesus staying withdrawn from those who would have
accepted him simply because of the signs he did. Now
comes one who, because of the signs, seeks teaching
from Jesus; and this enables the gospel to give Jesus'
teaching on how men and women can be saved. Jesus
has condemned the evil which separates men from
God, and asserted the need for a vast change. Now he
explains how he can make this change in us.
We know no more of Nicodemus than the gospel
tells us. The name is Greek, but by now the Jews were
using Greek names. He was not only a Pharisee, but
also a member of the Sanhedrin which ruled the Jews,
and he might well think it wiser to consult such a
controversial figure as Jesus by night. Nonetheless, his
enquiry reminds us that, though the gospel uses "the
Jews" for those Jews who opposed Jesus, it was not
intended to condemn all Jews. Here was one Jew
whose reaction to the confrontation in the temple was to
come wanting to learn what this new teacher had to say.
1 - 4 There was a man of the Pharisees named
Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. He came to Jesus by
night and said to him, "Rabbi, we know that you are a
teacher come from God, for no one is able to do these
signs that you do, unless God is with him". Jesus
answered and said to him, "Truly, truly I say to you,
unless any one is born anew, he cannot see the
kingdom of God". Nicodemus said to him, "How can a
man be born when he is old? Surely he cannot enter the
womb of his mother a second time and be born?"
Nicodemus accepts Jesus as a teacher with the formal
title "Rabbi". Jesus responds with the heart of his
message, using the solemn "truly, truly" to emphasize
its truth. In Jesus' response, "born anew" could more
accurately be "born from above", but Nicodemus'
answer puts the emphasis, not on the origin of the birth
but on the fact that it is for a second time. It is a mistake
to read the passage as though Nicodemus was
unintelligent. His questioning is to draw a fuller
explanation, as the negative form of his second question
shows.

Although the idea is a commonplace among
Christians, the enormous meaning of being born again
requires a great deal of thought. Often we think of
Christian life as adding practices and disciplines to the
way we already are, and these are then expected to
make us different. Jesus points to a much more
fundamental change. The whole person is to be reborn.
Only this can make us citizens of the new kingdom of
God. In this context, Nicodemus' reply expresses what
we all must feel. Each of us has already put on a
character begun by what we inherited from parents and
learned from them, but also fashioned, by our growth in
the world, from worldly desires and ambitions. How can
this complex development be completely changed and
acquire a different motivation?
5 - 8 Jesus answered, "Truly, truly I say to you, unless
he is born of water and the Breath he cannot enter into
the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is
flesh, and that which is born of the Breath is breath. Do
not marvel that I said to you, It is necessary for you to
be born anew. The breath breathes where it wishes to,
and you hear its sound but do not know whence it
comes or where it goes. So is everyone who is born of
the Breath".
The image Jesus uses is often translated as "the wind
blows where it wills", but the word properly means
"breath". In the New Testament the word is only used
once for "wind", and that is in translating from the Old
Testament. The image is of the breath of life breathing
in anyone; only its sound can be heard, and it cannot be
seen.
Jesus tells us we are under the influence of two
activities, "water" and "breath". We have seen the water
in baptism. It stands for the truth with which we try to
wash away the evil of our lives. But there is another
agency at work in our life, of which we have no concept.
This is the life breathing from Jesus. We tend to think of
his power controlling the things outside us, the good or
bad fortune of our daily life; but we forget the power
which breathes into our very mind, unseen and
unrecognised. We ourselves can only handle what we
can experience. From the truth, we see what is evil and
hurts others and what helps them. In our obedience, we
then try to change our behaviour to act by the truth. But
none of this touches the inner life of our mind, the
desires that drive us on, or the insights that may come.
All of this new birth is being breathed into us from
Jesus. We cannot sense its origin, nor can we see
(Continued on page 6)
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where it is going in our life. We can only "hear the sound
of it"; we can only know it is there because we have the
power to hear what truth commands and to use it in life.
Such power never overrides our own choice of how we
want to live, but it is the real power behind our every
good thought and action. (Later in the gospel, we shall
see how Jesus brought this "Breath of life" into the world
for us to use.)
The image of a birth reminds us that to be "born
again" is not done in a moment; it is not a simple
assertion that we will follow Jesus. That resolution sets
in motion a complete re-making of our mind and spirit.
The life we accept from Jesus conceives in us a new
person. There is no way he could transform our old
selfish nature into something loving and true. There is
an actual birth of a new kind of life in us, and that has to
grow and acquire all the powers of life, which before
were used only for our own satisfaction.
In our old self, there is a kind of womb in which our
new self can be nurtured. Our knowledge of truth and
our first innocent loving of others, in the ignorance of our
childhood, provide something by which the new life can
grow into our natural life. Once a start is made, the way
we use truth in our outward life to love and help our
fellows enables the new person within to grow and
power our new life. Our outward life is not that new
being, but it provides the means for it to grow, in the
same way as a mother provides necessary nourishment
for a growing foetus. We grow new abilities to breathe in
ideas of truth, new strength to work for others, new
power to see and reject what is selfish. It is a long slow
gestation by which the Lord Jesus creates the new man
or woman in the spirit and gives it power to work in our
outward life. We shall know a great deal of pain as we
reject our old self and bring this new angelic self to birth;
and the process takes up a good deal of our life in this
world. We often fear that the contrary thoughts and
feelings which still arise in us mean that we have failed
but, while we maintain our effort to change, the Lord can
keep the new birth growing until we become the life he
is breathing into us. If the work is not completed in this
world, then he will complete it in heaven.
It is essential that we are born of "water" as well as
"the Breath" for, if we are not trying to see what truth
commands, and washing our lives free from selfishness
and evil with that truth, the Lord cannot breathe into the
deeper levels of our mind to change it. Then we would
remain in our evil and selfishness, and that can only
breed more of the same, for "what is born of the flesh is
flesh". It is important for us to realize that we cannot
manufacture new life for ourselves. We can only be
changed by living by the truth, and so inviting Jesus into
the inner depths of our self to change us. Then "what is
born of the Breath is breath".

9 - 15 Nicodemus answered and said to him, "How can
these things be brought about ?" Jesus answered and
said to him, "You are the teacher of Israel, and do not
know these things? Truly, truly I say to you, we speak
what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen;
and you do not accept our witness. If I have said earthly
things to you and you do not believe, how will you
believe if I say heavenly things? And no one has gone
up into heaven except him who came down out of
heaven, the Son of Man who is in heaven. And just as
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so it is
necessary for the Son of Man to be lifted up, that
everyone who believes on him may not perish but may
have eternal life".
In calling Nicodemus the teacher of Israel, Jesus is not
implying that he held some special position, but that he
was one of the Pharisees and the Council who claimed
to instruct the people. It sums up the useless state
reached by the Jewish Church, in that it had no idea of
this need of the Breath of God to change men and
women. Nicodemus must have found it difficult to
absorb these new ideas from Jesus, but we know he
was attracted to them from his later behaviour recorded
in this gospel. If full understanding was not yet, still he
stayed with Jesus' teaching.
Jesus' assertion that "we know" can hardly include
the disciples, for Jesus is speaking of things which he
stresses only he can know. Rather it indicates the action
of the Father in the Son which brings the one life of God
to men and women. Jesus asked for belief when he
"spoke of earthly things". By that is meant that we need
to believe that our true earthly thoughts and good
desires spring from the inner Breath, the Spirit of Jesus
breathing into us. Unless we believe this, nothing of real
change is possible for us. There is no point in
considering how Jesus works for our salvation from
within, if we do not see that all our work with the truth is
dependent on that inner life. We cannot "believe
heavenly things" if we do not have the right attitude to
our earthly life and its meaning.
This brings us to the very heart of the gospel
message. The only thing that makes this salvation
possible for us is that "the Son of Man is in heaven".
What makes it possible for the Lord to breathe new life
into our mind is that he has taken on earthly life in the
world, and brought the heavenly power of the love of
God into the truth we use. If we work with that truth, his
love can become our inner life and change our nature. It
is impossible for us to ascend and change anything at
that inner level for ourselves; no one "has gone up into
heaven". We are dependent on the power Jesus
brought by his life in the world, "he who came down out
of heaven". In Jesus, the love of God descended into
the truth of natural life, so that it was raised up into
heavenly life with his power. It is this truth active from
(Continued on page 7)
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divine love that is called "the Son of Man". In us, all the
power which truth has comes from him.
The serpent image that is used here is drawn from
Numbers 21:9, where the Israelites are tormented by
deadly serpents whose bite is death; but Moses at the
Lord's command makes a serpent of bronze and holds it
up and it heals all who look upon it. Many have thought
this to be an image of Jesus raised up on the cross at
the crucifixion; but this is only a superficial image. What
is expressed is the way Jesus on earth lifted up man's
natural life, the "serpent" full of deadly evil, and put on in
its stead the love of God active at our natural level,
making it "a serpent of bronze". (In the Word, when the
Lord gives us things of heaven they are called "gold";
spiritual things are called "silver"; and natural things are
called "bronze".) This divine human he assumed in the
natural world has the power to heal all our evil, if we will
accept it and believe that it will work for us in the truth
we use in our lives.
16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his onlybegotten Son, that every one who believes in him may
not perish but may have life eternal."
These and the following verses continue the thought of
the conversation, but probably not in a fashion useful to
Nicodemus. Moreover, they speak now of something as
done in the past, not as in process of happening.
Obviously John is adding what he learned from Jesus.
He frequently illuminates a speech or happening in this
way with other thought from Jesus, without clearly
separating the comment from the narrative.
The very heart of the gospel message is here, and it
is found in the love of God. The emphasis now is not on
how men and women are saved, but why. The love that
is God can be a very abstract and distant idea. It is in
Jesus that we can know its nature. It is a love that
creates the universe solely to give the joy of his life to
others. For them to know that joy, they must be able to
choose to receive his life as their own, and so God
ensures that men and women are able to choose to
accept life as his, to be lived in his unselfish way. His
love for them is not reduced in any way if they choose
selfishness and reject his way of love. He simply works
to reach them in the state they have chosen. This is the
reason for the coming in Jesus Christ. If man blocks
God's influx from within, then he comes to bring his life
where mankind can again receive it, at the level where
they have rejected it. The love of God is not an initial or
occasional gift, it is a constant effort with all the intensity
of a Father's love.
We saw something of how such love acts in the
Prologue to the gospel. It cannot come immediately
where there is evil, without destroying men and women.
It acts by sending its wisdom, alive with all the power of
7

divine love, into the natural level of man's life. This is
born as a Son, the only possible birth from the love of
God, his "only begotten". The gospel tells us how this
met and overcame all the evil and selfishness man had
accepted in his natural life. It gives some idea of the
intensity of God's love that he should send his life to feel
and know and reject the horrors men and women have
made in their life in this world. We may feel that in our
generation, we have supped full of horrors': the evil of
Belsen and Dachau, the violence of total war, the many
who still die in the midst of plenty, the viciousness of
crime, the selfishness of mankind's ambitions. But the
evil Jesus went down into and fought had all the
bestiality and inhuman hatred the world can ever know.
Jesus brought his wisdom into that darkness, and filled
it with the love that sent it, until eventually it was one
with the Father. Then, whatever horrors come, all the
love of God could be in our minds, urgent to be received
and to give us his joy again.
17 - 18 For God did not send his Son into the world that
he might judge the world, but that the world might be
saved by him. He that believes in him is not judged, but
he that does not believe has already been judged
because he has not believed in the name of the onlybegotten Son of God."
There is no condemnation, no criticism or blame, in the
action of love. It wants only to give the joy of its life to
others. Jesus came, not to judge and condemn, but to
save. If his love is not received, there can be no life and
joy from his love; but this is due to the selfish choice of
those who reject what is offered. Jesus does not love
them less, nor seek to condemn them, but constantly
works with love to save them. They condemn
themselves not to receive him. We must realize that, in
asking for our obedience, Jesus is not asking us to obey
some arbitrary rule upon which he decides as some
inessential whim. What he is asking for is the only way
loving life works. Divine love is completely unselfish. It
seeks to give its life to others so that they can all share
it. But that is only possible if all are unselfish. The
practice of unselfishness is woven into the very nature
of the universe and into the purpose of our lives in it.
The only way all can know joy together is if they are
unselfish and share their lives. In a selfish world, only a
few can be happy for the moment at the expense of the
happiness of others. Jesus seeks to save us all with
unselfish life.
19 - 21 "And this is the judgement, that the light has
come into the world and men loved the darkness rather
than the light, because their deeds were evil. For
everyone who does evil hates the light, and does not
come to the light that his deeds may not be revealed.
But anyone who practises the truth comes to the light
that it may be shown his deeds have been wrought in
God."
(Continued on page 8)

The Gospel of John
(Continued from page 7)

Where God's love comes, it brings the light of
understanding his way. John's gospel has light as one
of its themes, because the action of love in the mind is
to illuminate the ideas and intentions we have. This light
is not the ideas we may learn of truth. You can
manipulate such ideas into many different and
contradictory forms. What illuminates the real nature of
ideas is the presence of unselfish love. You cannot
misuse a true idea if love is present; but if it is not, you
can distort such an idea as "loving the neighbour" to
insist that your neighbour should love you! People often
equate reasoning with gaining illumination, but evil can

continued
use reason to distort truth. Only by living so as to love
God and our neighbour can we receive love from Jesus
that will illuminate what we know and use it aright. We
make the choice in life whether to live in the darkness or
the light. If we are seeking to serve ourselves, then we
shall reject any light from love. If we try to help others
and be unselfish, we shall welcome the light love sheds
on our activity. We all begin in a situation where we
"love darkness rather than light", but we always have
that freedom to receive love from Jesus, to try to help
others rather than ourselves, which will bring us into his
light.
Person to Person - The Gospel of John

Notice

Development Worker for Child and Youth Education
A new full-time position jointly supported by the Sunday School Union and Conference, to work
with Sunday Schools and Clubs, youth groups and families.
Will include visiting such groups, research into resources, creating data bases and compiling a
report on the needs of those groups.
Initial one year contract - 35 hrs per week.
For further information please contact Mrs C Kennion, President of the Sunday School Union.
Please send your CV and letter of application to: Mrs C Kennion
20 Andrew Close
Radcliffe
Manchester
M26 9JP
0161 724 7581
Closing date: December 31st 2002

Baptism
On Sunday 22nd September, by Rev Alan Lewin in Cambridge, Marc William Maneuf, son of Helen and Yannick
Maneuf and first grandchild of Pauline and the late Bill Grimshaw.
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News of the New Church in Mauritius
By the time that you read this news item Rev Michael
and Mrs Barbara Stanley will be in Mauritius for another
short period of pastoral service to members of the New
Church. The arrival of Barbara and Michael has been
eagerly awaited for several months now, for no one from
beyond the shores of that small country - or petit pays,
as French speaking folk call it - has gone out to serve
them since Judy my wife and I were there more than a
year and a half ago. During the lengthy periods when
there is no visiting pastor, services of worship are led in
turn by 4 or 5 dedicated lay people. Most Sundays there
are two services, one at the lovely little church on Port
Louis, the capital of Mauritius, the other several mile s
inland at the larger and newer place of worship on
Curepipe (pronounced Cure-peep). In addition, these
lay-leaders are required to lead services on Christmas
Day, Good Friday, and so on, and also to officiate at
baptisms, weddings and funerals as well as to visit the
sick and housebound. Thus the presence of a priest and
pastor lifts the heavy burden off their shoulders for a
while and enables them to have some spiritual ‘input’
along with the other members of the church.

The original entrance to the church at Curepipe

During the past year there have been several
notable developments on the New Church scene,
involving a change of officers and also the performance
of work that had to be done to protect church property.
The President, who also acts as the chairman of the
committee, is now André Danjoux, known to many New
Church people in the north east of England and in
London, where he lived and worked as a dentist. I
mention his profession, for although he has now retired
he and his wife Denise have come out of retirement
from time to time to provide dental care, on a voluntary

Rev John Elliott
Mrs Kamla Ernest
Mrs Judy Elliott
Rt Rev Ian Ernest
This picture was taken during an ecumenical
service in January 2000 attended by members
of the Anglican Church in Curepipe and
members of the New Church. At the time Ian
Ernest was the Rector of the Anglican Church
but he is now the Bishop of Mauritius.
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The new gates and railings nearly finished
basis, to poverty-stricken people in Guatemala; and
later this year they are to visit India to do the same
thing. While the President is away, his place will be
taken by his predecessor, Mrs Evelyne Eynaud, now the
Vice-President. The congregation also has a new
secretary and a new treasurer. For many years Mr
Lemuel Braunau has served as secretary, and for an
even longer time the post of treasurer has been filled by
Mr Clifford Phanjoo. The new secretary is Mrs Maryse
Emile, and the new treasurer Mrs Elisabeth Baissac.
As regards the care of property, the most important
work carried recently has been the erection of proper
fencing to protect the church and church houses in
Curepipe, and the ground around them. All this has
been made possible by a generous grant received from
the General Conference. The photos on this page will
give you some idea of what has been done. A young
man, not a member or the church, who lives nearby has
written to tell us that local people are very impressed by
the work carried out. The railings and gates in front of
the church, he informs us, add dignity to it.
Rev John Elliott

News from the Churches
Bournemouth
A special Sacramental Breakfast has been arranged at Bournemouth for Sunday 29th September. This event is a
new approach and has been advertised with a leaflet distributed with all church newsletters. The following is an
extract from this leaflet:
Mark chapter 14 verse 22:
"And as they were eating, he took bread, and blessed, and broke it, and gave it to them....."
You are invited to a continental buffet breakfast in the Church during which the Sacrament of the
Holy Supper will be served. We shall meet and greet each other in the lounge at 9am or soon after,
ready for breakfast to start at 9.15. It is planned that morning service will continue as usual but there
will be no sacramental service at the end of the morning.
This should be a really special act of worship for all to share.

Back in July a special service was held at Bournemouth
to celebrate the Queen’s Golden Jubilee and during the
service a child size replica of the gold coronation coach
was revealed to much applause from the congregation.
The coach had been made by David Turner at his wife
Rachel’s request for her school’s jubilee celebrations.
Due to various promptings from coach admirers David
sent a photograph to the Daily Mail where it was printed
in the section ’Every picture tells a story’.

Kensington
The picture on the left was taken on July 7th
following the service welcoming Pedro Goncalves
into membership of the Kensington New Church

Birth
To Clementina and Pedro Goncalves the gift of a
daughter, Plamedi, born Thursday 8th August, 2.8
kilos, a sister to Chris and Steffi.

Pedro Goncalves
Geoffrey Turner
Tony James
Rev Gill Gordon

Scottish Association
The Scottish Association was present at the Dumbarton Family Fun Day on 20th July, with an outreach stall staffed
by Jack Dunnion, Esther Byrne, and Rev Robert Gill. The stall looked very attractive and colourful, but unfortunately
the weather was windy, cool and occasionally wet. Perhaps because of the weather, there were far fewer people
attending the event this year, and there were few visitors to our stall. We have not yet taken a decision about
whether we shall attend again next year, though we are thinking of trying a stall at the Pipe Band Championship held
in May instead. We are also looking out for other suitable events at which we could mount our outreach stall.
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Conference Council Report

13/14 September 2002

Sadly the Council met without Maddy Taylor who was
unable to leave Bruce. Our thoughts and prayers are
constantly with them.

The post of Chief Executive will be advertised soon
so that he/she can work alongside the present Secretary
prior to taking office.

The Treasurer reported that there has been no
replacement for Ted Hammond as Gift Aid Secretary.
The Treasurer is endeavouring to do this alongside his
numerous other tasks. He also stressed the need for
societies to ensure that the signatories to their accounts
are kept up to date. He had encountered time
consuming difficulties at Snodland, as all their
signatories were no longer alive.

The Council is to increase salaries by 1.3%
backdated to April 2002. Future increases will be in April
not October as previously and notified to the
Conference.

The Senior Minister has worked on the job
description for this post in future and it has been passed
for review to the Management Structures Team. The
ministry asked that Rev Ian Russell continue for a
further year to complete valuable progress already
made on future working structures. One of these
concerns arrangements when ministers move from
present responsibilities to new ones. Ian stressed the
need for detailed consultation between a minister and a
congregation before a new pastorate is entered into so
that there is no disappointment in expectations on either
side.
The Council heard, with regret, that Rev Trevor
Moffat had not been able to accept the post of Church
Growth Trial Leader. As there was no other applicant
the whole trial has been passed back to the Church
Growth Trial Team to be reassessed.
There has been one applicant for the Director of
Educational Development and an interview has been
arranged.
Following recommendations from the Management
Structures Team, the Council has agreed proposals for
the Governing Council:1. Voting members
a) Chairman and Vice Chairman to be elected by
Conference to serve for four years.
b) Six members of the Governing Council to be
elected by Conference to serve for three years.
The Chairman and Vice Chairman may serve for no
more than two consecutive terms - then stand down for
at least one term of four years. Members of the Council
may serve for no more than two consecutive terms and
stand down for one term of three years, unless there are
no other nominees.

The Remuneration Committee is to evaluate a job
description for a Development Worker to be jointly paid
by Conference and the Sunday School Union. This is to
gather information about existing schools, to create links
with those families isolated from New Church Centres
and to explore new ways of teaching in line with modern
practices. An advertisement for this post appears on
page 92 of this issue of Lifeline and copies will be sent
to the Secretary of each Society.
Ex-gratia payments will be made to employees
detrimentally affected by problems at Equitable Life. For
those still in employment such payments will be paid to
their present pension provider.
The Council was delighted to accept Mr David
Gaffney's request to be sponsored for a further year so
that he can complete Level 3 training and thus seek
ordination as a full minister in July 2004.
The Church in America is holding a Camp 2003
open to 18-21 year olds. The Council has agreed to
finance two young people to attend this camp. An essay
competition will probably be used to select the two to be
sponsored.
Mr David Haseler, Chairman of the Purley Chase
Committee, was present for part of the meeting. A very
wide ranging and useful discussion took place on the
way forward for Purley Chase, as the Church
contemplates the future of Residential Schools and also
the retirement of Wilf and Irene Woodhouse in February
2005. The Council asked the Purley Chase Committee
to set in motion a feasibility study to explore what
options there are in developing Purley Chase and also
to begin the search for replacements for the
Woodhouses.
At the end of a much longer than usual meeting
Council members returned home, I'm sure feeling
weary, but hopeful that they had served the Lord and
His Church well during their deliberations.
Jean Chambers

2. Non-Voting Members
There would be two non-voting members
a) The Chief Executive
b) The Senior Minister who would be appointed by
the Council from recommendation by the
Committee of Ministers.
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Thoughts from a comfortable chair
First read John 1.1-14 and John 11.25
Today is the first opportunity that I have had to look at
New Name Web, (September 2002 Lifeline). This is the
embryo New Church web site in this country, which was
introduced at this year’s General Conference. I have
seen many other web sites by churches, and it seems to
me that most of these other sites are rather in house
and parochial, mainly advertising their meeting places
and their personnel. There is nothing wrong with this,
except that it is not going to appeal to anybody other
than those who are already thinking that they need a
change of emphasis in their traditional church life.
These seekers may not amount to large numbers of
folk. The Internet can have greater potential than this. It
is capable of reaching billions of people. The Lord
himself says:
Go ye into all the world and teach all nations.
Matthew 28:19, Mark 16:15
It is one of the most promising signs of the times is
that there are really vast numbers of people out there,
somewhere, who are searching but they have turned
their backs on such organisations. Not because they are
evil, ungodly people, but because they cannot reconcile
many of the churches teachings with the stories of the
Bible. They are trying to organise their beliefs around
good and true principles, and are looking for guidance in
finding the meaning of life on their own without the help
of an organisation. They are likely to do this by using
their own reason, conscience and common sense. They
are shopping for a new outlook on religion. They want to
serve a higher being who is powerful and at the same
time loving, and can therefore do great things.
Surely like you, and everybody else, (including the
re-incarnationists), they want a religion that provides
great reassurance in life, and after death benefits as

well. Wouldn’t you want the key leader of this religion
that you are looking for to be absolutely trustworthy and
also able to and willing to forgive your sins?
To get back to the, at present, proposed and yet far
from complete website already mentioned, I was so
pleased to see that those sections of the site which are
nearly complete are fulfilling such a function, rather than
being narrow and parochial.
It shows that those who put their trust in Jesus
Christ as their Saviour are serving an all wise, and
loving God. In him they have a Saviour who gives us an
assurance of heaven and at the same time freedom of
choice, rather than dogma. Of all the religions in the
world it is the only one that is not man-made. Why
should people settle for less than the best? I am happy
to say that the parts of this website that I have seen do
seem to achieve this, and hence I commend the site to
you for your comment, encouragement and
recommendation to continue the good work.
Try this,
www.btinternet.com/~alanmisson/RENEWdemo/
However, if that is not to your taste at the moment,
and you wish to be instructed by a cracking good
sermon, then try this web site,
www.swedenborg.org/odb/sermon_detail.cfm?
sermonID=3484
Have some good searching, but do remember this:
religion may inform and reform, but it is
only Jesus Christ who can transform us
Bruce Taylor

One hundred (yes that is 100) planets have now been detected in orbit around stars that are
several light years away from our sun. The planets ‘seen’ so far are very large (Jupiter size)
but are only observable because of their gravitational affect on the movement of their parent
stars. Over the next ten years there is likely to be a dramatic increase in the number of
extra-solar planets identified with smaller earth sized ones also being found. Developments
in space telescopes will enable some of the larger planets to be viewed optically.
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