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Again Jesus called the crowd to him and said, “Listen to me, everyone, 
and understand this. Nothing outside a man can make him ‘unclean’ by 
going into him. Rather, it is what comes out of a man that makes him 
‘unclean’. Mark 7:14,15 

 
Mark chapter 7 tells us a great deal about how Jesus related to both Jew and Gentile, 
pointing out their shortcomings often in the form of parable as in the above quotation.  
 

“What comes out of a man makes him unclean” 
 
Are you sometimes fearful of the evil that we daily read about in our newspapers or see 
on the TV screens or maybe witness ourselves? Are you frightened that the rising tide of 
crime, fuelled by drug taking, will have an impact on your own life. The sad fact is that 
we are all likely to suffer physically from the effects of crime. A mugging, a burglary, a 
stolen car, damaged property can happen to us all, any time. But this part of Marks 
gospel is not about the physical effects of evil, it is about the spiritual effects of evil. 
What is more dangerous to our spiritual health? Is it what we might take in from others 
or is it what we might bring out from ourselves. 
 

Jesus makes it clear in his conversation with the disciples that it is what we bring out 
of ourselves that makes us ‘unclean’. We are not going to be contaminated by other 
people but we are going to be seriously damaged by the selfish thoughts and ambitions 
that we ‘bring out’ and put into action in our lives. We can become totally controlled and 
overwhelmed by the selfish love in our hearts. Once again Jesus is pointing out the 
futility of believing that religion is about what is on the outside, when it is really about 
what is on the inside. What is in our hearts is what counts, because that is what will 
inevitably come to the surface in our day to day living. 

 
Because of the way this account in Mark’s gospel is presented it is easy to 

concentrate on the negative, on what is ‘unclean’. But perhaps we should also look 
carefully at these words and apply them instead to the positive things in our lives. Maybe 
we might say: Nothing outside a man can make him ‘clean’ by going into him. Rather, it 
is what comes out of a man that makes him ‘clean’. Is this also a general spiritual 
principle that we should consider when looking at key issues in life? 
 

This issue of Lifeline should be published on the second Sunday in November, 
Remembrance Sunday, and many of our churches will be holding some form of special 
service to mark the occasion. Given the existing and potential conflicts in our world 
today we surely need to concentrate on achieving peace in the world.  

 
 

 
(Continued on page 2) 
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Can true peace ever be achieved through external, 
outside means? Or is it in reality only achievable 
through changes internally in people, from where true 
peace can then be brought out into external life? Could 
we reinterpret Jesus’ words in a positive sense as 
follows: Nothing outside a man can make him ‘at peace’ 
by going into him. Rather, it is what comes out of a man 
that makes him ‘at peace’. 

 
If peace is really in our hearts then that is what will 

inevitably come to the surface in our day to day living 
and affect those around us. The following three gospel 
quotations clearly show the difference between the 
peace that is external and the internal peace that only 
the Lord can give us.  

 
 

 “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. 
I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not 
let your hearts be troubled and do not be 
afraid.”  John 14:27 

 
 “I have told you these things, so that in me 
you may have peace. In this world you will 
have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome 
the world."  John 16:33 

 
As he approached Jerusalem and saw the 
city, he wept over it and said, "If you, even 
you, had only known on this day what would 
bring you peace - but now it is hidden from 
your eyes.”  Luke 19:41,42 

 
 

Emanuel Swedenborg frequently describes the 
difference between true internal peace and apparent 
external peace as in this extract from Heaven & Hell 
290: 
 

I have also spoken with the angels about peace, 
saying that it is called peace in the world when 
wars and hostilities cease between kingdoms, 
and when enmities or discords cease among 
men; also that internal peace is believed to 
consist in rest of mind when cares are removed, 
especially in tranquillity and delight due to 
success in business. But the angels said that rest 
of mind and tranquillity and delight due to the 
removal of cares, and success in business 
appear to be peace, but really are peace only 

with those who are in heavenly good, for only in 
that good is peace possible. For peace flows in 
from the Lord into the inmost of such, and from 
their inmost descends and flows down into the 
lower faculties, producing rest of the interior mind, 
tranquillity of the exterior mind, and joy therefrom. 
But to those who are in evil, peace is impossible. 
It appears indeed as if they had rest, tranquillity, 
and delight when things succeed according to 
their wishes. But it is external and not at all 
internal, for inwardly they burn with enmity, 
hatred, revenge, cruelty, and many evil lusts, into 
which their exterior mind is carried whenever any 
one is seen to be unfavourable to them, and 
which burst forth when they are not restrained by 
fear. Consequently, the delight of such dwells in 
insanity, while the delight of those who are in 
good dwells in wisdom. The difference is like that 
between hell and heaven.  

 
 

It seems to me that if we seek to create peace in 
individuals, groups, communities and nations through 
external means, without tackling the issues that prevent 
the establishment of true internal peace, then we will 
fail.  
 
 

“First keep peace within yourself, then you can 
also bring peace to others.” 
Thomas à Kempis 

 
“While you are proclaiming peace with your 
lips, be careful to have it even more fully in 
your heart.” 
Francis of Assisi 

 
"Hatred does not cease by hatred at any time, 
but hatred ceases by love; this is an eternal 

truth." 

Buddha 

 
“If there is light in the soul, there will be beauty 
in the person. If there is beauty in the person, 
there will be harmony in the house. If there is 
harmony in the house, there will be order in 
the nation. If there is order in the nation, there 
will be peace in the world.” 
Chinese Proverb 

 
Alan Misson 

(Continued from page 1) 
 

 
However, I also believe that sometimes after 

gentleness is tried, force is sometimes necessary to 
save lives or reduce the harm caused. As much as I 
would love to be a pacifist, if a series of gentle words, 
compassionately and patiently given, don't mollify an 
over-aggressive violent person, then at that moment I 
believe violence is justifiable. But what do you think? As 
much as I want to walk amongst wolves like a sheep, 
the Lord has given us permission to "be as shrewd as 

snakes and as innocent as doves." (Matthew 10:16) In 
the spiritual world we don't have to suffer from violence, 
because the angel in us can protect himself or herself, 
because he or she allows the Lord to do it for us. Such 
an inner strength from the Lord is possible in this world, 
but violent people don't necessarily have to respond to it 
here. 
 

Rev Brian Talbot 
From the Accrington Newsletter March 2000 

 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Disarming Evil People   

On one occasion I met one of our theological College's 
Russian students at the College. Sasha Gorbenko is his 
name and he gave me a book of children's stores for my 
two boys, which some of his Quaker friends in Moscow 
have published. It is called Lighting Candles in the Dark 
and is written in both English and Russian. (Needless to 
say I'm only reading the stories in English.) It is a 
children's book about courageous and God-fearing 
people who face 'danger, loss, unfairness and unwanted 
life changes' with 'love and nurturing' instead of 
cynicism, hatred, suspicion and even violence. The 
stories ‘emphasise five values: courage and non-
violence; the power of love; acts of loving service; 
fairness and equality; and belonging and care of the 
earth.' 
 

So how would you react to the threat of being 
abused, or threatened, or robbed, or abducted, or 
murdered? I suppose on most occasions I would 
probably on the outside show fear rather than love and 
aggression rather than non-violence. Some people 
might even cynically or jokingly think that if they wanted 
to disarm evil people, they'd use a machete! (Pardon 
the dreadful, gory pun!! Please be reassured that I don't 
own such a tool or weapon, nor am I prone to such 
violent thoughts or acts.) But it makes me wonder to 
what lengths I would go to protect my wife Sarah and 
my two young sons, or even myself? 

 
In the stories, which are all true, violent people are 

pacified by smiles or acts of kindness, and no longer 
carry out their threats of robbery, or physical or mental 
violence. I think the stores have certainly challenged me 
as to how I would react in such situations. I think of 
stories in the New Testament about Jesus and how 
crowds of people tried to throw Him off a cliff, for 
example and he just walked through them, or he 
somehow miraculously escaped being stoned to death, 
or He just somehow escaped the violent grasp of 
crowds. (e.g.: Luke 4:28-30; John 8:59, 10:39) Jesus 
seemed to have Divine power to diffuse difficult 
situations or avoid conflict at times, It made me wonder 
to what extent the Lord has given each of us such 
power. 

 
One of my favourite passages in Isaiah's prophecy 

is about a child not harming itself when it walks near 
wild animals or puts its hands into a snake's nest. 
(Isaiah 11:6-8; cf also Ezekiel 34:25.28) This does treat 
of us when we know the Lord is with us and are not 
distracted by doubts, or fears, or suspicions and can be 
channels of genuine love and acceptance from the Lord. 
Isaiah 11:6 "refers to the Lord's kingdom and to the 
state there in which people have no fear of evil, that is, 
no dread of hell, because they are with the 
Lord." (Arcana Caelestia 3519:4) In any situation the 
Lord can give us great peace of mind and tranquillity 
and the trust and faith to just follow His nudges. In such 
times we have the God-given wisdom to respond to 
people who are hurting and are confused and even see 

through their craftiness and deception. (AC 3696:4; 
3994:3: 5608:7. 9013:5; Apocalypse Explained 314:3; 
410:9: 581:5; 650:51-52; 780:6; 781:17; Spiritual Diary 
154) 

 
We can be like the calm 'eye' or centre of a cyclone 

surrounded by swirling chaos. I don't doubt for a minute 
that by treating other people, who are expecting 
rejection, with love and understanding, we can bring 
about a bit of healing and transformation. An example 
from the Bible is that of the Lost Son, who expected to 
be treated like one of the hired men, but was treated as 
the most important guest at a feast thrown by his 
compassionate father. (Luke 15:17-22, 30.32) 

 
Swedenborg teaches us that an angel, even one 

who is not particularly highly evolved, can disarm and 
control a whole crowd of devils and thrust them back 
into their hellish community. This is also true of children, 
even an infant can drive away tens of thousands of evil 
spirits. (AC5482:2; 1398; 3417:3; SD 3546) The 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven is a child, may also 
mean the most powerful, because it is the infant' or 
'child' in us which is most reliant on the Lord and so is 
the most able to channel His power. 

 
"The power of truth is very clearly to be seen 
in the spiritual world. An angel who possesses 
Divine truths from the Lord, even if physically 
as weak as a child, can still put to rout a crowd 
of spirits from hell, though they look like the 
Anakim and Nephilim, that is, like giants, and 
pursue them down to hell and force them into 
its caverns; and when they emerge from these 
they do not dare to approach the angel. Those 
who possess Divine truths from the Lord 
behave in that world like lions, though they 
have no more strength in their bodies than 
sheep. Likewise, human beings who possess 
Divine truths from the Lord have power 
against evils and falsities and so they have 
against serried ranks of devils, who regarded 
as they are in essence are simply evils and 
falsities."  True Christian Religion 87:2 

 
I do believe that God wants us to be gentle people 

and this is especially taught in the Epistles. (James 
3:17; Galatians 5:23; 6:1; 2 Timothy 1:7; Colossians 
3:12; 1 Timothy 6:11; Titus 3:2; 1 Peter 3:4; Philippians 
4:5; 1 Thessalonians 2:7) I also believe that gentleness 
can diffuse difficult situations, which reminds me of 
Gideon pacifying the Ephramites and of a couple of 
verses from the book of Proverbs: 

 
"A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a 
harsh word stirs up anger. 
A hot-tempered man stirs up dissension, but a 
patient man calms a quarrel."  
Judges 8:1-3; Proverbs 15:1,18 

(Continued on page 2) 
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New Church College News           

A new academic year is now in full swing, with 27 
students at the last count. Newcomers include Christine 
Banks, Sue Blomfield and Jean Mrozek working with 
Martin Pennington and Rita Russell at Bradford, Jarl 
Love, Alex Loveless and Anne Skinner working with Gill 
Gordon at Kensington, and Christian Gleie from Berlin, 
working mostly via email. College also extends a special 
welcome to Rev Mary Duckworth, who becomes the first 
level 3 candidate under Dispersed Learning. 
 

Four groups of students, in Bournemouth, Paisley, 
Moscow, and in College, are studying a new module this 
semester. Written by David Lomax, and called 
Swedenborgian Approaches to Issues of the 
Contemporary World, it covers a range of topics that 
may challenge traditional values and beliefs that we 
hold. After two introductory sessions which investigate 
what morals and ethics are, and the differences – and 
similarities – between the two areas, a whole range of 
topics are investigated. Students are thrown straight into 
the cauldron by the next two sessions covering abortion 
and euthanasia, both of which are controversial and can 
be examined from several different perspectives. 

 
Future topics include Society and its Structures, 

Ethics in a Changing World, Wealth and Money, War, 
Work, Justice, Education, Pluralism, Addiction, Science 
and Technology, and the Environment. You may at this 
point be wondering why aspects of relationships and 
sexuality are not being addressed here. The reason for 
this is that both topics are covered in another module 
which addresses the Divine in Marriage. 

 
The module also makes some changes to the way 

students are assessed. Previously, a typical 
assessment would consist of a written submission worth 
40% of the final mark, and an oral exam worth 60%. For 
this module, the assessment consists of the following: 

 
• A project on an ethical topic not directly covered in 

the Syllabus  A lively presentational style aimed at a 
specific ‘market’ such as a magazine article, or one 
or more leaflets or posters. This is worth 30% of the 

total. 

 
• A prepared oral submission as part of the Oral 

Assessment - a  6-10 minute presentation on 
another ethical topic not directly covered in the 
Syllabus. The assumed audience is a group of 
teenagers and/or young adults. This is worth 20% of  
the total. 

 
• Continuous assessment of contributions in tutorial, 

worth 20% of total. 

 
• An oral assessment lasting 60 – 75 minutes, worth 

30% of total. 

 
 
This should be quite challenging for the students! 
 
The Introduction to the module ends with this quotation 
from Arcana Caelestia 3241: 
 

In the Lord's kingdom there are countless 
variations to goods and truths, yet all those 
countless variations make up one heaven. 
 
This accordance or harmony of the many is 
effected by the Lord through the relationship 
which each of them has to Him. It is like the 
organs, members, and viscera of the body. 
None is exactly like another. Yet although they 
are all different from one another they 
nevertheless make one, through the 
relatedness of them all to one soul, and 
through this soul to heaven and so to the Lord. 
For anything that has no connection with the 
Lord is in reality nothing. 
 
Although there are so many variations and 
differences in matters of doctrine, or so many 
derivatives, nevertheless they all together 
form one Church when everyone 
acknowledges charity to be the essential thing 
of the Church. 
 
In the next life everyone is allotted a place by 
the Lord that accords with the good 
constituting his life, not with the truth he knows 
from doctrine separated from that good.  

 
 

Alan Bowie 

 

Alan Bowie  
at  

Conference 2001 
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Calling all young adults -  
                            who will be aged 18 to 24 in the Summer of 2003 

The Swedenborgian Church of North America is hosting 
a gathering of young adult Swedenborgians (aged 18 - 
24) at Temenos, their retreat centre outside 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, from 28th July to 3rd 
August 2003.  
 

The theme is 'Freedom: A Celebration of Diversity 
and Acceptance'. The keynote speaker will be the Rev 
Dr George F Dole. There will be four other clergy and 
two lay people who will work with the participants during 
the week. There will be two 'day trips' where participants 
will tour Philadelphia, and hopefully, the Bryn Athyn 
area, where the General Church have their centre. The 
cost will be around $325 [US].  

 
The General Conference will sponsor two adults 

(including air fares, travel, cost of the camp and  
some spending money) to represent the New Church in 
Britain at this gathering. Interested people should  
submit a letter describing the contribution they can 
make to this international camp, their Church connection 
and involvement, and what they hope to gain from this 
wonderful opportunity. The application needs to be 
supported by someone in the Church.  

 
This letter should be sent to the Schools 

Coordinator: Rev Rita Russell, 58 Chain Lane, 
Littleover, Derby DE23 4DX. A group of two or three 
people will read all letters and recommend who receives 
this once in a lifetime opportunity to travel to the USA for 
this exciting experience meeting New Church people 
from around the world.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

The main retreat building at Temenos 

Books for the visually impaired        

Many readers will be aware that Swedenborg's work 
The New Jerusalem and Its Heavenly Doctrine in its 
modern translation by Rev Lee Woofenden, The 
Heavenly City, is available in audio tape format from 
most New Church and Swedenborg distributors. We are 
pleased to advise that through a project undertaken by 
the Royal Blind Society, Sydney, Australia, the works 
The Last Judgement (Swedenborg Society, John 
Chadwick translation) and Heaven and Hell 
(Swedenborg Foundation, George Dole translation - 
1994) are also now available for the visually impaired. 
The former is recorded on four normal 90 minute tapes 
with the latter on three tapes which can only be played 
on equipment used by the visually impaired. 
 

It would be very encouraging if all Blind Societies in 
the English-speaking world held copies of these tapes in 
their Lending Libraries. One way of achieving this would 
be for individual readers, Church congregations or 
Groups/Circles to approach their local Blind Society 
offering to donate the three available audio versions. 

The Heavenly City would have to obtained from a New 
Church and Swedenborg distributor (ask for a discount 
because of the worthy cause!). However, the local Blind 
Society would itself have to contact Royal Blind Society, 
P0 Box 176 Burwood, New South Wales, 2134, 
Australia or email clientliason@rbs.org.au to make 
arrangements for copies of The Last Judgement and 
Heaven and Hell to be sent. The charge is very modest. 
So why not make that phone call now. 

 
Wishing success to everyone who undertakes this 

suggested venture. 
 
 

Neville Jarvis 
Secretary/Manager 

The Swedenborg Lending Library and Enquiry Centre 
Sydney, Australia 
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Person to Person - The Gospel of John 

This is the eighth part of the serialisation of the late Rev Paul Vickers’ commentary on the Gospel of John.  
Paul commenced his work with the following words: 
 

“It seems incredible to say that we could form part of a group learning from a disciple who 
walked and talked with Jesus Christ, and yet that is the opportunity John's gospel opens up.” 

CHAPTER THREE 
 
22 - 36 John Baptist testifies 
 
The relationship between John Baptist and Jesus is now 
made clear. Though John had been one of the Baptist's 
disciples, he does not tell his story in full. He is content 
to mention that this incident happened before he was 
imprisoned and, once the Baptist's relationship to Jesus 
is made clear, omits the story of his imprisonment and 
death. It is typical that he assumes we know about the 
Baptist. He corrects the other gospels' record where 
necessary, but he has his own purpose and assumes 
that we already know what they have mentioned. 
 

It is not easy to locate this incident. Jesus was in the 
countryside of Judea, probably around the Jordan near 
Jericho. John Baptist appears to be working north of 
that. Ancient maps place Aenon in the north, only some 
twenty miles south of the Lake of Galilee, not far from 
Bethshean which guarded the valley of Jezreel. Others 
would place it farther south near where the Jabbok joins 
the Jordan. An exact location is not necessary. Jesus 
and John were working sufficiently near for John's 
disciples to contact Jews who had knowledge of Jesus' 
work, and so trigger this discussion. 
 
22 - 30 After these things, Jesus and his disciples came 
into the Judean countryside, and there he stayed with 
them, baptising. And John also was baptising in Aenon, 
near Salim, because there was plenty of water there; 
and people were coming and being baptised, for John 
had not yet been thrown into prison. Then a discussion 
arose between Jews and John's disciples about 
purification. And they came to John and said to him, 
"Rabbi, he who was with you beyond Jordan, to whom 
you bore witness, is baptising, and all come to him". 
John answered and said, "A man can receive nothing 
unless it is given him from heaven. You yourselves can 
bear witness that I said, 'I am not the Christ, but I am 
sent before him'. He who has the bride is the 
bridegroom, but the friend of the bridegroom who stands 
and hears him is full of joy because of the voice of the 
bridegroom. So my joy is complete. He must increase, 
but I must decrease". 
 
It is clear from chapter 4 that Jesus himself did not 
baptise, but his disciples did. There appears to be some 
jealousy from John's disciples that his place as the 
baptiser is being usurped by this activity. Clearly the 
Jews who discussed purification had referred to the two 
very similar activities. John obviously had continued his 
baptising in order to lead people to Jesus, as he makes 

clear, but his disciples had imagined he was an 
authority in himself. John is quick to deny that, and to 
point out that he had always declared himself only the 
forerunner of Jesus. 
 

John goes back to the illustration of a marriage, 
which we have seen was fundamental to the work of 
Jesus. He is the bridegroom, who brings the love of God 
into the world, and he has as bride, all the Church on 
earth. That consists of everyone who lives by the truth 
and welcomes the unselfish love that is Jesus’ into their 
hearts. John Baptist had only been the forerunner, the 
truth calling to repentance. That is "the friend of the 
bridegroom", the one who helps to bring about the 
marriage by setting things in train; but he is not the 
bridegroom. The work of repentance rejoices in the true 
marriage with divine love that is to come, but its own 
importance begins to decrease when the truth is seen 
and used from love. Truth becomes then, not so much a 
discipline to be observed, but an increasing joy which 
reveals how love can work for others. 
 
31 - 36 He who comes from above is above all. He who 
is from the earth is earthly and speaks from the earth. 
He who comes from heaven is above all, and he 
testifies what he has seen and heard; and no one 
receives his testimony. Though he who has received his 
testimony has attested that God is true. For he whom 
God sent speaks the words of God, for God does not 
give the Spirit by measure. The Father loves the Son 
and has given all things into his hand. He that believes 
in the Son has life eternal, and he that disobeys the Son 
will not see life, but the anger of God rests on him. 
 
John now can hardly be giving us the words of John the 
Baptist. Again he is adding teaching which must come 
from Jesus. A clear distinction is made between those 
who have only earthly vision, and Jesus who has the 
vision of God. We rely so much on discussion, and 
reasoning to make decisions, that it is difficult for us to 
realise that only love from heaven can witness to the 
truth. If it is the way unselfish love works, then it is true. 
If not, no amount of specious argument for ourselves 
can make our reasoning true. Nothing worldly will 
accept such an attitude, for it leaves no opportunity to 
use truth for one's self. If we accept the command to live 
and understand all things from love, then we 
acknowledge the correct source of truth. 
 

The difference between Jesus and any man or 
woman is then emphasised. We have a certain 

(Continued on page 7) 
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"measure" by which we can receive God's life, 
depending on the state of life and the amount of 
understanding that we have. But there is no such 
"measure" in Jesus. The Son of God is the whole infinite 
wisdom of God born out of his infinite love and filled with 
it. Although those divine things were put on by Jesus in 
the same natural life in which we learn and choose, they 
were not limited. All of God's love is present in all of his 
wisdom at our natural level. This is the Son by which we 
are saved, because he is the whole love of God our 
Father at the level where we can receive it; all that we 
need of divine love is "in his hand". 
 

Belief in the Son therefore brings the saving love of 
God into our lives where we need it. We must be careful 
not to identify belief in the Son with knowledge about 
him. Anyone who seeks to serve from unselfish love 
"believes in the Son", even though they may know little 
or nothing of the life of Jesus. On the other hand, no 
amount of knowledge about Jesus' work and assertions 
of creeds will bring his presence into our life, unless it is 
lived from unselfish love. We must distinguish carefully 
'believing' from 'knowing about'. The act of belief in life 

brings salvation, because it enables us to receive the 
life Jesus brought. An assertion that we believe in Jesus 
without such a life from love brings about no change in 
our state. An evil life does not believe and cannot 
receive such love, because it has chosen selfishness. 

 
It is said that God's "anger" rests on such. We need 

to be very careful when God's anger is spoken of. Love 
can only love a man or woman, whatever they do, 
however they choose. The appearance of anger comes 
from the person's own attitude. Just as a child, when it 
does what is wrong, will say that his or her loving 
parents are angry (because they seek to restrain and 
change their child), so do we, when in evil, have the 
same idea about God. His effort to save us feels like 
anger if we try to do what is opposed to his love. 

 
 

Person to Person - The Gospel of John 
 

To be continued 
 

(Continued from page 6) 
 

              

In Memory           Ida Le Marquand 

The New Church in Great Britain lost one of its loved 
and respected members. 
 

Ida Le Marquand was born, and always lived in 
Jersey. She died there last August aged 97 years. She 
belonged to one of the staunch New Church families 
and was a faithful member of the Church. While she 
could remain in the old family home, she treasured and 
used her father’s fine and extensive library of New 
Church books. Indeed, she could soon spot what was 
sound doctrine. And if it wasn’t, she would not be slow 
in pointing this out. The older members on the Church 
on the mainland will remember her attending the Easter 
and Summer Schools at the College in Woodford Green 
where she formed many long-lasting friendships with 
other keen students. 

 
Ida was the eldest of five children, and when her 

mother died while Ida was comparatively young, she 
took charge of the family and also worked as Secretary 
in the family business. I was assured that she had a 
good business head! She remained on the Island during 
the years of the German occupation and remembered 
with great sadness the plight of the many prisoners of 
war brought in to build the granite bunkers around the 
island, which are now an attraction to the tourists. Ida 
always knew at what cost they were built.  

 

She never married, but to her last day kept and eye 
on the younger generation, many of whom attended her 
Home Bible Classes during which she instilled into her 
many nieces and nephews a loving respect for their 
aunt and her faith. Ida also served in many official 
capacities in the Jersey Society of the New Church.  

 
In recent years she was affected by increasing 

deafness and failing eyesight which stopped her coming 
to church. But when the church had to be closed and 
the members had occasional services in member’s 
homes, Ida was back, sitting close on my left and 
afterwards told me she could hear every word, and she 
looked quite radiant! 

 
Those of us who knew her will remember the merry 

twinkle in her eyes, and her infectious sense of humour. 
One could not be in her company for more than a few 
minutes before there was something to laugh about. 
She really was a merry soul and brought a lot of joy into 
people’s lives, and is remembered for her strength of 
character in adversity and the love she seemed to feel 
towards all she met. 
 

Rev Christopher Hasler 
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Energy             

One of the most important issues 
of the day is the use and 
production of energy, which we 
obviously tend to think of in terms 
of electricity, gas, solar energy, 
wind power, atomic energy and 
so on. But the use of energy on 
an industrial scale was not 
thought of until James Watt 
invented the steam engine. 

 
A little over two hundred years ago the only source 

of mechanical energy, apart from water and wind was 
animal; the horse, donkey, oxen and the human being. 
All of which derived their strength from food and the 
main energy food was grain; wheat, rice, barley, maize 
and so on. This of course is energy in the physical 
sense, and even though today there are moral issues 
concerning the production and use of energy, what I 
want to speak about is psychic or spiritual energy. 

 
In sermons and homilies in church we hear a lot of 

references to love, but what is love other than a kind of 
energy? I find it remarkable that all the matter of the 
universe at the atomic level is created from energy or is 
energy, which we know only too well from the nuclear 
bomb. Then we speak about God's creative love. Here 
is a link between love and energy. We speak of the will 
to live, but the will to live is to have someone or 
something to love, so let us think about the will to live. 

 
We know, from the teachings of our church, that the 

mind has two main aspects, the will and the 
understanding, or in symbolic terms, the heart and the 
head. We realise that these two are distinct because we 
know that the understanding, or our intelligence, tells us 
what we ought to believe and what we ought to do but 
we often lack the will to put it into practice. This is 
because the will is very much to do with what we love, 
and for what we love, and the depth of that love, we 
spend a lot of energy in its fulfilment. 

 
There is another very important aspect of love. 

When we love something we will devote a lot of effort to 
gaining knowledge and understanding of it. This also 
applies to our love of people or a person. So much 
conflict is often the result of a lack of that understanding. 
Then again, understanding is not simply knowledge. We 
may enter into the pursuit of knowledge merely for its 
own sake, for the love of knowing or to be admired for 
our academic prowess, but understanding involves a 
degree of care and sympathy, which comes under the 
heading of love. 

 
We see now what a blanket term love is, but if we 

think of it as a form of energy we can understand better 
how to apply it. We can see it as a means of focusing 
our resources to the object of our love with joyful effort 
and understanding. 

 

As I said earlier, grain; wheat, barley, rice and so 
on, are the main source of energy in our diet, and to us 
the most important of these is wheat, and to enable it to 
be more digestible we make bread, the so called 'staff of 
life'. It is therefore fitting that, in the Bible, bread is used 
as a symbol of love, of nourishment for the soul, given 
to us by the Lord. This is how the Holy Supper has 
meaning for us, particularly when we see the wine as 
representing the other half of the equation, the Divine 
truth. Bread and wine are symbols of love and wisdom. 

 
In some traditions images are used to make a focal 

point or to denote God's presence, in others it is the 
ritual or the celebrant himself. The communicant may 
have in mind a picture, an artist's impression, but 
whatever idea we may have in our mind, the real point 
of contact with the Lord is in our heart. Jesus said that 
the kingdom of God is within us, and he often spoke of 
the Father within himself. 

 

In the Western world today, humanism and 
agnosticism, are growing apace, even among 
Christians. This is because modern science has been 
presented in ways in which we can all understand. We 
have seen how this earth is such a tiny speck in a vast 
universe, we have seen wonders in the natural universe, 
not only in space but in the depths of the ocean, which 
only a few years ago we could hardly dream of. The 
world is far more amazing than any science fiction writer 
could portray, and we may wonder where is God in all 
this? Many people will have had the same feeling on 
September 11 last year. Where was God in all this? But 
we need not be dismayed, the human dimension of God 
presented in the Gospels can bring the concept of God 
within our grasp when we realise the depth of what was 
implied when our Lord said, "Do not look here or there 
for the kingdom of God. The kingdom of God is within 
you".  

 
I have often said that when you go into a church you 

don't go to meet God; you bring him in with you. On 
September the 11 God was to be seen the courage of 

(Continued on page 9) 
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the firemen, the ambulance crews, the medical staff and 
in the resolve of the relatives and friends of the victims 
to take up their lives anew. 

 
It was an old Jewish belief that God dwelt in the 

temple, but Jesus dispelled that idea. In John's vision of 
the New Jerusalem there was no temple, the Lord is its 
temple, for within him God dwells. 

 
Perhaps we don't always realise that there is a 

divine potential within all us. If we consider the nature of 
genius in great musicians and artists, men and women 
who have dedicated so much effort to perfect their skills, 
and for them to fulfil their art with zeal and energy, there 
must be a Divine source. 

 
Few of us are called to be a genius or a celebrity, 

but we do have our own sphere of dedication. It may be 

family, community, some charity, the church or 
whatever, but it needs a degree of dedication. We all 
have our limitations of course, be it health, skills, 
education, training or opportunity; but it is often possible 
for us to create our own opportunities. So often we see 
people with great disability do marvellous things and 
wonder where they got their inspiration. We know that it 
is from within them. Not born with them but received and 
accepted as a challenge, as a gift to be exploited, to be 
loved. 
 

In the sacrament of the Holy Supper we have a 
means of focusing our minds on the Lord in our chosen 
way and to use it with confidence and assurance. May it 
be a means of giving us new hope, strength and 
courage to face all that this life gives to us. 
 

Rev John O Booth 

(Continued from page 8) 

 

Is Jesus Multicultural? 

Have you seen pictures which show Jesus looking 
African? Or Chinese? These may come as a bit of a 
shock to us. Yet most of the pictures of him with which 
we are familiar would strike a Palestinian Christian as 
strangely European-looking. Surely Jesus must have 
had light brown skin, dark eyes and black hair!   
 

We may of course think such reactions very 
superficial. Though he lived physically as a first-century 
Jew, in his Divine Humanity he transcends age and 
physique, race and culture.   He is perfectly 
multicultural!  (Or should we rather coin a new term, 
such as supracultural?)  Such a view could be 
supported by his saying that he has "sheep of other 
folds" (John 10:16).   

 
So it would seem, if we want to make pictures or 

statues of Jesus, or get actors to play his part, we may 
equally well choose any racial appearance. Can we also 
place him in any period of history - among cavemen, for 
instance, or our contemporaries? Can we tell his story in 
terms of modern European customs, or of ancient Indian 
ones?   

 
The possibilities seem endless, and the problems of 

some of them enormous! The original Gospels are 
clearly set in 1st-century Palestine, among Jews and 
Romans, Pharisees and tax-collectors, in synagogues, 
fishing villages and temple-courts, with strict rules about 
the Sabbath and correct diet, and earnest expectation of 
the Messiah. How can we translate these into quite 
different lands and times?   

 

Maybe Swedenborg suggests a different approach. 
He assures us that sincere worship of God in human 
form brings non-Christians into heaven (Last Judgment 
51), people of other planets too (Heaven and Hell 321). 
So the Lord God can save people through different 
religious traditions, more easily if these include the idea 
of God as truly human. In that case perhaps there's no 
need to adapt Jesus to their culture. While the Divine 
works through every culture, the Gospel figure of Jesus 
belongs to the Jewish-Christian tradition.   

There's another possible approach, though. Divine 
Love-and-Wisdom needs to enter every one of us 
individually, so as to reform our motives, thinking and 
conduct. The process of each person receiving the Lord 
could be told as a Gospel story - one not exactly like 
any other! I feel this is hinted at by the fact that the Bible 
contains not one Gospel, but four, giving somewhat 
different accounts of how God enters into human lives. 
We are also assured that his coming is described 
everywhere in the "Old Testament" - in the lives of 
Abraham, David and others.  (See Arcana Caelestia 
4060.5, etc)   

If you find this a bit muddling, don't worry. So long 
as we continue trying sincerely to love and follow him, 
the Lord is perfectly willing and able to cope with all our 
human muddle. As a church we need to keep returning 
to the Gospel as revealed to us, but we must also make 
great efforts to connect with different people's 
experience and aspirations.   
 

Rev Ian Johnson 
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Committee for Auxiliary Ministry 
 

Services of Worship 
 
A set of six complete Services of Worship is now 
available. These have been produced by Judith Wilson 
and are based on sermons from various sources. 
 
Each one contains a Service Sheet, Hymns, Prayers, a 
Sermon or Talk and a Children's Presentation where 
appropriate. The services cost 75p each or £4.00 per set. 
 
Order form available from: Jan Millar     
             10 Crosshills Road 
               Cononley 
                Keighley 
                BD20 8LA 
    Tel: 01535 633730 

New Secretary  
of the  

New Church College 
 
 
As from the recent Annual Meeting, 
the new Secretary of the College is: 
 
David Haseler    44 Michael Court
            Bristol Road
                        Edgbaston 
            Birmingham 
            B5 7TS 
 
Tel: 0121 440 8070 
Email: mdhaseler@tinyworld.co.uk 

Angels are for Life not just for Christmas 
 

A one day workshop with Glennyce Eckersley  
author of Angel at My Shoulder, Children and Angels,  

Angels and Miracles, Saved by the Angels 
 

Saturday 7th December  10.30am to 4pm    
West Wickham New Church Centre 

 
Cost of the day is £10 (concessions £6)     

 
Please bring food for a shared lunch.   Drinks and biscuits will 
be provided.   
 
For further details contact: 
   
  Alan Misson by post, phone or email.  
 (see panel at bottom of page 108 for address details) 

Glennyce Eckersley 

Notices 

Do you know where this is? 
 
The symbol on the right top 
corner may help, if not you can 
read the answer in the next issue 
of Lifeline. 
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RENEW    Choosing the New Name - Step by Step 

At Conference 2002 I presented the reasons why we 
need to choose a new name to refer to some parts of 
our organisation. The paper I presented, on ‘Naming 
Principles’, was also printed in the September 2002 
issue of Lifeline on page 84. But the time has now come 
to move forward and ‘choose’ the new name and this 
article describes the process by which this will happen. 
 
First Step 
 
Letters will be sent to Secretaries of Churches and 
Groups and also printed in Lifeline inviting suggestions 
for the new name to meet the need defined by the key 
four principles in the ‘Naming Principles’ document. This 
request will also be sent to a 10% sample of Outlook 
readers in order to gain the widest possible input to the 
process. Suggested names will need to be 
accompanied by a description of the reasons for 
selecting that name and in particular why the name will 
appeal to seekers and learners. 
 
Second Step 
 
A small selection team, supported by the RENEW 
Implementation Manager, will be appointed by the 
Council to sift the proposals against the criteria in the 
‘Naming Principles’ document and shortlist 10 for further 
consideration. 

Third Step 
 
The ‘Top 10’ suggested names will be advised to 
Secretaries of Churches and Groups, printed in Lifeline, 
and sent to the10% sample of the Outlook readers, with 
a request for further comment on their suitability. 
 
Fourth Step 
 
Based upon the further comments the selection team 
will choose a ‘Top 3’. This final selection of possible 
names will be advised to Secretaries of Churches and 
Groups and printed in Lifeline to allow for any further 
comment and then presented to the Council for their 
final decision. 
 
Fifth Step 
 
The chosen name will be published together with 
reasons for its choice. The name will then be adopted 
for the purposes originally determined. 
 

Alan Misson 
RENEW Implementation Manager 

 
 

Retirement of Rev Geoffrey and Anne Clarkson 

Geoffrey took up the ministry of the Keighley New Church in September 
1995 when he and his wife Anne moved here from Manchester. In the 
seven years since then both he and Anne have worked hard to establish 
the church in it's new location at Braithwaite.   
 

Friends gathered, some from Bradford and other churches, to wish 
them both well at their retirement "party" on September 29. A lunch was 
served after the service at which Geoffrey was presented with a painting 
of Pendle Hill (one that he has long admired).  
 

 
There was a retirement cake 
baked by Alice Henfrey and 
iced with a man walking his 
dog - a pastime Anne and 
Geoffrey hope to be doing a 
lot of.  
 
 
Of course we hope to still see lots of them in the future - only for the 
main part they will be in the congregation along with the rest of us !!   
 

From the Keighley Newsletter 
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Notice 

Lifeline Contributions should be sent to the Editor,     Alan C Misson      
 27 Woodland Way, Shirley, Croydon, CR0 7UB Tel:  020  8777 5098        Email:  alanmisson@btinternet.com
   
Lifeline is published on the 2nd Sunday of the month ( except in Jan and July ). Articles and notices should reach the editor 
by the end of the second week of the month prior to publication.  
 
  Subscriptions to be sent to the Business Manager,    Ian D McCallum 
 65 Heaton Road, Stockport, Cheshire, SK4 4JJ   Tel:  0161 432 5362 
 
Price per copy  £1.10 United Kingdom £15.00  Overseas Seamail  £19.50 
   Airmail to USA & Canada  £26.50 Airmail to Australia & New Zealand  £28.25 

Applications are invited for the exciting and challenging post of 
 

Chief Executive 
 

to the General Conference of the New Church 
 

 
In view of the retirement of Mr Gordon Kuphal as Secretary of Conference in Autumn 2003, we are looking 
for a self-motivated individual who is able to function under pressure and meet deadlines to be responsible 
for the overall management of the executive functions of this charity. The person appointed will work from 
home (office equipment will be provided) and ideally will have a room available to use exclusively as an 
office. He/she will co-ordinate the activities of a small team of executive staff and volunteers all of whom will 
also be working from their homes. 
 
Experience of managing staff and preparing business plans is essential. Sympathy with the mission of the 
organisation and an understanding of its current initiatives would be an advantage. Ownership of a car 
would be useful as there will be some travel. 
 
The appointment is for three years initially but hopefully will be extended at the end of this period. The 
salary is £26,000 per annum for a forty-hour week but some flexibility is expected. Holiday entitlement is six 
weeks in addition to public holidays. There is a generous non-contributory pension scheme. 
 
 
 
 
 
Copies of the job description are available from:  Mr Peter Schofield 
       63 Kingston Drive 
       Whitley Bay 
       Tyne and Wear  
       NE26 1JJ  
       Tel: 0191 252 1765   
 
 
If you wish to apply, please send CV and a covering letter explaining why you consider you are suitable for 
this position to Mr Schofield. If you would like an informal chat before applying please either telephone him, 
or Mr Michael Hindley on 01206 303800 or Mr Gordon Kuphal on 01206 302932.   
 
The closing date for applications is Friday 20 December 2002. 
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