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A Light to shine in our

Darkness
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Looking back over the Lord's life from the perspective of Easter we can see that the
confrontation of the last week of the Lord's life was the inevitable outcome of the
challenge of His ministry to the powers of darkness. The gospel of John speaks of the
meeting of light and darkness "the light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not
overcome it". These two cannot exist together and anyone who has lit a candle in a
darkened room knows the power of a tiny light to overcome the darkness is amazing;
what then the power of "The light of the world".

As we follow the story from the manger to the cross the sick sinful and sadistic
qualities in people that were silently destroying their souls like a terrible terminal
sickness is brought out into the light. Those who have too much to lose; those who do
not want to be seen for who they really are and have the light shine into the dark places
of their lives try desperately to extinguish the light. First Herod tries to extinguish the one
whose star the wise men followed. Later the Scribes and Pharisees plot to discredit and
destroy Him. The people in Nazareth try to throw Him down the cliff outside the town,
the first time He speaks openly in the synagogue. And so it goes on. Those who use
their power and authority to manipulate others or serve themselves are exposed and
their anger fear and determination to stop Jesus steadily increases.

But as we reflect on the road to Calvary, its temptations and trials, that
encompasses the whole of the Lord's life and ministry (and not merely the final week
when everything comes to a crisis), we can also see another effect of the heavenly light
that the Lord shines into the world that is wonderful and uplifting. This is the way the
Lord is constantly finding the most unexpected and wonderful heavenly qualities in the
most unlikely people that others despise as sinners and outcasts.

It is worthy to reflect, during the time leading up to Easter as we think of the way we
live our lives and the motives from which we live them, that in the gospel those who
considered themselves successful and expected the praise and admiration of others
needed to recognise their smallness and sinfulness and did everything humanly possible
to avoid seeing their need to change. Pride can hide all sorts of problems. Conversely
and encouragingly those who were prepared to see and admit to their faults failings and
sinfulness, who asked for healing, help and mercy, who believed Jesus had the power to
change their lives, had an utterly different experience. These struggling souls cried out
to Him, climbed trees to see Him, opened their homes to welcome Him, pleaded for just
a word, a touch, some crumb of comfort; these the outwardly unworthy and unloved
were accepted, healed and forgiven.

Unless we are prepared to admit to the Lord who we really are and how much we
need Him, Easter will have little meaning. But, for those willing to see themselves in His
light, humbly admitting how far they still have to travel or how lost they feel, for those
ready to seek His help, the gospel is filled with hope and Easter filled with the promise of
new life.

Rev Clifford Curry
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Swedenborg Birthday Meeting

Saturday afternoon - a time for shopping, for odd jobs
around the home, for visiting friends, or on the last
Saturday of January, for remembering and celebrating
the birthday of Emanuel Swedenborg. As you may have
gathered, | was not particularly pleased at having to
squeeze this occasion into an already over crowded
schedule but was inspired and moved by the
presentation on Revelation given by Rev Michael
Stanley. After all, having been present at the
Conference presentation and having attended a series
of discussion groups on the subject | thought | knew it
alll

The setting for the presentation was the Radcliffe
church; the seating was arranged in informal groups
facing the altar where the open Word was illumined by
the soft blue lighting symbolic of the Lord's truth. Quiet
music provided a restful background. Wallets of cards
with colour illustrations of images from Revelation and
an explanatory booklet were placed on the chairs.

Rev John Presland started the presentation by
introducing an extract from an 'Oratorio on Revelation'
written, played and sung by members of the General
Convention Church in the U.S.A. This lasted for about
eight minutes.

Michael then commented on the experiences of
many of us- we are familiar with the opening and closing
passages of Revelation but the bulk of the book is
largely unknown territory. Michael skilfully interwove the
story of his own spiritual development with explanations
of some of the most powerful and disturbing imagery
from this apocalyptic book.

He reminded us that Revelation is not to be
understood literally but explores the development of the
church- the Churches of Swedenborg's time, the New
Church and the internal individual church that is
developing within each one of us. All churches have a
tendency to decline and to lose the spirituality that
brought them into being. Michael spoke of his own
experiences as a student at the New College and of
being told by Rev Paul Vickers, the Principal at the time,
that the Lord constantly uses setbacks in our lives to
refocus us, to remove our pride and to help us realise
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that of ourselves we are nothing. He pointed out that it is
a tendency of human beings to have self-pride and self-
love in acts that outwardly appear selfless. The images
of the scarlet harlot, the dragon and the plagues warn
us of the evils that can so infest the very depths of our
beings. We only too easily falsify the truth and
adulterate good for our own ends.

Michael linked this with the parable of the wheat
and the tares from Matthew 13. Finally, when the seals
of our books of life are opened, if we have genuinely
tried to root out the evils with in us, the Lord will infill and
suffuse us with his spirit and we shall truly be members
of his angelic kingdom.

Heavy stuff indeed for a Saturday afternoon! And
yet the illustrations, the clarity and the strand of
personal identification left a very deep impression.

Our afternoon was rounded off by a delicious three-
course meal prepared by the Radcliffe friends. Thanks
to all concerned for a very congenial Saturday
afternoon.

Pauline Grimshaw

Trustee of Conference

Since the last Meeting of Conference Mr Eric Steele, who was a Trustee of the General Conference, has passed into

the Spiritual World.

It is planned to appoint a new Trustee to fill this vacancy at the next Annual Meeting of Conference in July. If anyone
would like to suggest a name for nomination, would they please let the Secretary of Conference know by the end of
April, so that proposals can be considered by the Conference Council at its meeting on 17th/18th May.

The appointment of Trustees is covered by Article 46 and Rules Q.1-2.
Gordon Kuphal Secretary of Conference 11 Seaview Road, Brightlingsea, Colchester, Essex CO7 OPP

2



RENEW

As noted in the Council Report on page 22 of this issue,
“movement on RENEW is not as fast as some would
desire, but steady progress is being made”.

There are two reasons for this. Firstly there is still a
shortage of people keen to be involved and lead on the
implementation projects and secondly time needs to be
taken to ensure the right decisions are made as the
programme unfolds.

The New Church Centre Growth Trial has moved
quickly ahead and an advert for the Trial Leader
appears on the back page of this issue of Lifeline. A
similar advertisement is also being sent to other New
Church magazines around the world with the hope that
ordained ministers in other countries may consider
taking part in this RENEW initiative. The New Church
Centre Trial Project Team will also be advertising for an
Assistant Leader in the near future. It will be a part time
appointment open to both Lay and Ministerial personnel.
Meanwhile the responses to the questionnaire, sent to
churches on their possible involvement as the Trial
centre, are being evaluated so that a short list can be
drawn up. It is hoped to report on progress in this area
next month.

An Education Team has now formed to take forward
the work in this area. The Team members are Helen
Newton, Chris Chambers, Rev Michael Stanley, Bev
Johnson and Ruth Ogden. Following proposals made by
the team and discussions with the Executive the

In Memoriam

Progress Report

originally proposed Director of Education post has been
revised to a Director of Education Development, to be
appointed for a three year term. The idea behind this is
to appoint somebody to continue the development of the
Education proposals and then commence the
programme of workshops and production of new
learning resources. By the end of the three year period
there will be a much clearer view on how to proceed on
a more permanent basis, particularly in relationship to
other bodies within the Conference organisation. It is
hoped that adverts for this new post of Director of
Education Development will be placed throughout the
New Church world during April.

Less progress has been made with the Residential
Centre Trial due to difficulties in finding a suitable leader
for the project team. However | am very pleased to say
that members of the Seaburn Dene Church have agreed
to undertake some of the early work required by this
project. This involves assessing residential centres in
the North East for their suitability to hold the types of
workshops and retreats envisaged by the proposals. We
will still need to work out how to progress the later
stages of the Residential Trial work but this is an
excellent and innovative start!

Are there any other Churches, whose members may
be able to help in this sort of way? Please let me know.

Alan Misson
RENEW Implementation Manager

Dorothy Brooks passed very peacefully into the spiritual world on Friday, 25" January aged 91 years. She was the
widow of Charles, the much loved mother of David, Malcolm, Phillip and Marion and the dear grandmother of twelve

grandchildren.

Dorothy and Charles became members of the Anerley Church during the 1940’'s and before long were involved in
many and various ways with the active life of the Society. They were still making their contributions when the
membership moved to their new premises in West Wickham in 1989. They both attended the Bournemouth Church

after their removal to Bournemouth in 1991.

Her family rejoices in the knowledge that she is re-united with her husband and that her caring and considerate
nature will find a warm welcome in her new life in the spiritual world.

Change of Address

Mrs Enid Nicholls has moved to:

5 Pennycress Close
Heatherton Village
Littleover

Derby

DE23 3WS

01332 510314



He made His Human Divine

It is not long ago that we celebrated the birth of Jesus
and now we look forward to the events leading up to his
death and resurrection. In doing so we move from the
essential humanity of his birth to the power of his
Divinity in his resurrection. New Church teaching is that
the passion on the cross was his final temptation by
which he made his Human Divine.

The Lord could not be tempted as to the Divine,
because the hells cannot assault the Divine,
wherefore He assumed a human from the
mother, such as could be tempted.

His last temptation and victory, by which He fully
subjugated the hells, and made His Human
Divine, was in Gethsemane and on the cross.
Heavenly Doctrine 201

But what does this really mean, and how did Jesus'
state vary during his life and ministry. The answer is that
we all should try to reach our own understanding of the
nature of Jesus' mission by reading the Word and the
Writings. But what follows are some thoughts of mine on
the subject, which | hope may be of use.

What is Divine?

The Divine is the infinite, eternal, unknowable source of
all love, wisdom and creative power. In the Old
Testament the Divine is typically called God or Lord but
in the New Testament the word Father is also used.

What is human?

We are human, not because of our bodies but because
of the essential characteristics we have that separate us
from the animal kingdom. The 17" century philosopher
John Locke defined humanity as: "The quality of being
human; the kind feelings, dispositions, and sympathies
of man; especially, a disposition to relieve persons or
animals in distress, and to treat all creatures with
kindness and tenderness."

Our humanity can soar to great heights of unselfish

service to others and also plunge to great depths of
selfishness and depravity.

Of the Lord’s temptations

When Jesus was born he was human just like you
and me with all the potential for good and bad. But
whereas our inmost being is spiritual Jesus' inmost
being was the Divine itself!

We are prone to human weaknesses and when
tempted we often give in to them. But our aim in life
should be to grow spiritually and to come closer to the
Divine, although we can never ever reach that goal. For
example Divine Love is unconditional, but our human
love is always conditional, there is always some
limitation. But we can strive to reduce those limitations
as we seek the happiness of others rather than
ourselves.

By contrast Jesus did not give in to temptation and
bit by bit his humanity began to be transformed as the
weaknesses we humans are prone to were left behind.
In the process he became more and more aware of the
Divine within, sometimes feeling his unity with the Divine
but at other times still feeling separate.

Unity with the Divine (Father) John 14:6,7

Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and
the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me. If you really knew me, you would
know my Father as well. From now on, you do
know him and have seen him."

Separateness from the Divine (Father) Matthew 26:39

Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the
ground and prayed, "My Father, if it is possible,
may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as | will,
but as you will."

And finally through the passion on the cross he
made His Human Divine. Instead of the unknowable
Divine we can now relate to a Divine Human because
those essential qualities of humanity that we posses are
united in perfect form with the Divine itself.

This is a central message of Easter. Because of
Jesus' death and resurrection the Divine is no longer
distant, unimaginable and unknowable but close at hand
with perfect Human qualities that we can know and can
aspire to.

Alan Misson

The Lord beyond all others endured the most grievous and dreadful temptations, which are but little described in the
sense of the letter of the Word, but much in the internal sense. The Lord fought from the Divine love towards the
whole human race. The love of the Lord was the salvation of the human race. The Lord fought from His own power.
The Lord alone was made justice and merit, by the temptations, and victories which He gained therein from His own
power. By temptations the Lord united the Divine itself, which was in Him from conception, to His Human, and made
this Divine, as He makes man spiritual by temptations. The temptations of the Lord were attended with despair at the
end. The Lord, by the temptations admitted into Himself, subjugated the hells, and reduced to order all things in
them, and in heaven, and at the same time glorified His Human. The Lord alone fought against all the hells. He

admitted temptations into Himself from thence.

Heavenly Doctrine 201 (extract)



Person to Person - The Gospel of John

This is the second part of the serialisation of the late Rev Paul Vickers’ commentary on the Gospel of John.

Paul commenced his work with the following words:

“It seems incredible to say that we could form part of a group learning from a disciple who
walked and talked with Jesus Christ, and yet that is the opportunity John's gospel opens up.”

CHAPTER ONE
IN THE BEGINNING:

1-18 A Prologue outlining the divine work
described in the Gospel

This opening is not part of the gospel story, but it
explains how God came in Jesus Christ. It is not
remembered from experience, but from Jesus' teaching
it works out a perception of how God could bring such
things to pass. Quite when John realized clearly what
had been happening in Jesus' life and what he had
really meant in his talks to his disciples, we cannot say.
Possibly, like so many teachers, he only realized the
meaning of Jesus' words and life when he began to
explain it to those around him, and the way he
expressed those ideas became a divine revelation to us.
This passage bears the marks of something long
thought about and expressed in words used carefully to
convey ideas exactly. Some have thought it was
adapted from a poem already existing, but it is more
natural to see its structure arising from the effort to
express deep thought succinctly and accurately, and
perhaps in a form capable of being memorized easily
and used in further discussion. It provides a basis from
which to see and understand what is happening behind
the narrative of Jesus' life which follows.

This Prologue is very concentrated in its thought,
and embodies in summary the detail about Jesus'
nature and work which will be elaborated in the rest of
the gospel. To find the whole of a book summed up in
its first few paragraphs is not the easiest way to begin,
but it does set us on the right track. You may find
yourself coming back to re-read this section as things
develop. For the moment be content to take what you
can from it.

At the time the gospel was written, there was wide
discussion about how God creates, and how he is
present with men and women. Some sects saw the
world as a battle-ground between good and evil forces,
an idea which is prominent in the Dead Sea Scrolls, and
others viewed the natural world as evil and in opposition
to God. Many attempted explanations from Greek
philosophy, as we see in the works of Jews such as
Josephus, and elaborate gnostic views developed which
separated completely things of the spirit from those of
the body. John employs some terms, such as logos
(word), which were used in such discussion and were
no doubt current at Ephesus, but his use of them shows
that he is in no way influenced by such thought. Yet
gnostic ideas were used by some early Christians,
despite their categorical denial in John's gospel.

5

1 - 3 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. He was in the
beginning with God. All things came into being through
him, and none came into being without him.

The opening words recall the beginning of the creation
story in Genesis 1, but now the method of creation is
discussed in more detail. They speak of the Word
creating, an idea which is in Psalm 33:6, "By the Word
of the Lord were the heavens made"; and we find in
other places in the Old Testament that "the Word" is an
active force, not a text to be learned. In Greek, logos
(word) had come to be used by many in a specialized
way for the principle which acts in forming creation.
Therefore in Jewish thought it was used for the
expression of God. In John's thought, as we shall see,
there is no idea of a detached, abstract force but rather
of the nature of God himself as to wisdom. There is no
single English word to express this; but since his
wisdom is expressed to us in the Word of God, it seems
best to use "Word" and let the context convey its
specialized meaning.

We sometimes find it difficult to think of the physical
universe, apparently so remote from human thought and
emotion, as made by the love of God. We have to
realize that he needs the fabric of a physical universe as
much as the spiritual and natural activity of human
minds. The love of God wishes to give the joy of its life
to others as if it were their own. That can only be done if
they are free to choose to accept that life either in God's
way or selfishly as their own. To have that kind of
freedom, they must be set in an apparently fixed sphere
which does not react to their wishes, the objective
physical universe. The driving force of energy which
appears in that universe is still the love of God achieving
its purpose.

There is one life which is the source of all things and
this is God. But we can think of this life in two ways: first
of its power of love, and then of its wisdom to achieve all
things. In a similar way we distinguish a man's desire to
do things and his vision of how to achieve them. It is
important to realize that distinguishing these two
aspects does not make two men, nor two Gods. Hence
the emphasis that the Word, the wisdom, was with God
and was God. Nor can the love of God exist without the
wisdom to achieve its purpose, so the Word was with
God "in the beginning". It is this wisdom of God alive
with his love which makes things according to his wise
pattern. "All things came into being through him" and
without him nothing of the order and usefulness of our
souls and minds, or the world around us, could come
into being and be maintained moment by moment.

(Continued on page 6)



Person to Person - The Gospel of John

(Continued from page 5)

4 - 5 In him was life, and the life was the light of men.
And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness
has not grasped it.

This wisdom of love creating is life, and with men and
women it gives the light of understanding what God is
doing; but the evil which they have made in their minds
over many generations means that God's light on life
shines into darkness. This darkness of evil cannot grasp
the light on the true meaning of their lives.

Here is the reason for the incarnation. God comes in
Jesus to make it possible for men and women to receive
his life and grasp his truth. The Greek word used for
"grasped" has the basic meaning "to seize"; a derived
meaning is "to be overtaken" by something, whence it
comes to mean "to be overcome". These ideas are often
used to translate the Greek word here, but the basic
meaning is to be preferred. Whilst it is true that evil does
not overcome the light, that is not the point here. We are
concerned with the reason for Jesus' coming on earth,
and that is because the evil in men and women had
made it impossible for them to grasp, and so use, the
light and life that God is constantly pouring into them.

6 - 8 A man came, sent from God, whose name was
John. He came as a witness, that he might witness
about the light so that all might believe through him. He
was not the light, but was to witness to the light.

The divine action now connects with historical events in
the coming of John the Baptist, as he is termed in the
other gospels. Here, reference to him simply as "John"
may be because the author of this gospel had begun as
one of John's disciples and therefore thought of him as "
the John", requiring no qualification; but it is also true
that, when he said "John" in the gospel story, John the
disciple could only mean the other John and did not
need to specify.

All the gospels make the work of John an essential
preliminary to the work of Jesus. We have already seen
that the evil in human minds prevented any reception of
life and light from God. Some change had to be made
for the coming in Jesus to be received. The same is true
of us as individuals. The Lord cannot act into our
original selfish and evil state. A messenger is needed to
create something he can enter. John brings about
repentance, an obedience to the external commands of
God. In their freedom, men and women have to choose
to react to what they learn of God's will. Such choosing
is not done without the activity of God, for he maintains
their freedom to choose to repent, since his love seeks
always to give his life of love to them. An awareness of
one's evil and a choice to live differently is necessary for
God to come actively into a human mind. He does not
arbitrarily enter and destroy us by changing our mind to
something in which we have no part. Our choice to
change is necessary for his power to operate.

Nevertheless, the warnings of John Baptist are not
the presence of Jesus Christ. John is not the light, he
only bears witness to it. In the same way, all knowledge
of the commands and wishes of God is not his
presence; it witnesses to the change we must be willing
to make to receive him. The work of John in the world
was dependent on the reaction of those who heard him.
To receive God's life, we too must listen to the call to
repent and stop being selfish, dishonest and cruel in our
lives.

9 - 11 That was the true light which enlightens every
man coming into the world. He was in the world, and the
world came into being through him, and the world did
not know him. He came to his own things, and his own
people did not receive him.

The first sentence is ambiguous, and some translators
construe "coming into the world" with the light, not with
man, reading "the true light was coming into the world",
and so placing the emphasis on the fact that the light
was coming. Part of the argument is that "coming into
the world" is not used in John of ordinary birth; but our
consideration of the last verse shows that John Baptist
does bring about a new "coming into the world" for
those who repent, and the verse stands in contrast to
the darkness which could not grasp the light. John's
work has made it possible for those who repent to be
enlightened.

Whereas words teach ideas, "the Word" enlightens,
making it possible for the mind to see the truth in the
ideas. Only the divine wisdom, alive with God's love,
can show the purposes of that love to a man or woman.
Just as we see objects around us by earthly light, so we
need the wisdom of God to see truths about our life.
What we see in that light will always be the object or
idea we have learned but it only reveals the truth if
divine wisdom enlightens the mind to grasp it. It is
important to realize that seeing a truth is not a process
of reasoning. That may play a part in learning an idea,
but what enables us to see the truth is the light of "the
Word" which shows the divine purpose in that idea. The
command not to steal can be used to prevent others
stealing from us. It is not until we choose to live a loving
life that we realize how much our selfishness is stealing
from God. It is God's loving purpose that enlightens us
to see what the commandment truly means. We never
possess the light, only the idea, and the light can only
illuminate what ideas we have; but the quality of our
understanding depends entirely on the enlightenment
we receive. This is where the nature of our dalily life, the
repentance that John calls for, is a necessary
preliminary. The divine wisdom can only shine where
our attitude to life will accept it.

This is emphasized by the fact that he was in the
world which had its being by his life, but the world did
not receive him. Our chosen state of evil can blot out the
very kind of life which is maintaining us in being. The

(Continued on page 7)



Person to Person - The Gospel of John

(Continued from page 6)

effort is always there for the Word to come to his own
"things" he creates, and yet his own "people" he has
made can reject him. (In the Greek the idea is
expressed simply by using the neuter of "own" for his
things, and the masculine of "own" for his people.)

12 - 13 But to as many as received him, who believe on
his name, he gave power to become children of God,;
who were born, not of blood nor of the will of flesh nor of
the will of man, but of God.

The word "blood" is plural, which is a common Semitic
usage and was carried over into the Greek translation of
the Old Testament, the Septuagint. "Born of bloods" is
usually taken to refer to physical descent. "The will of
the flesh" is then seen as sexual urge, and "the will of
man" as deliberate human action.

To "believe on his name" is seen as the mark of
those who receive Jesus, for spiritually "his name"
expresses the quality of Jesus' life which is the truth of
the Word. Not, it must be emphasized, the knowledge of
Scripture which anyone may have, but the quality of life
from love which is the whole life of truth from the Word.
No amount of knowledge brings this kind of belief, but
only a life lived from what a person understands of the
Word. Anyone who believes, not just by knowing truth
but by living life according to it, becomes a true child of
God, receiving and returning his love. Such become
born again because of the way they live their lives. (In
chapter 3, Nicodemus questions Jesus about such
rebirth.)

Others have a life born only of their own selfish
desires and, though they know the Scriptures, only
misuse them and do violence to their real message of
love. This violence is expressed as "bloods", and a man
or woman who kills what the Word teaches so as to live
selfishly cannot be "born of God". Nor can those who
follow the desires of the “flesh" and live from selfish
lusts; nor those who use their reason, the "will of man",
to excuse an evil life. It is important to remember,
throughout the gospel, that belief is a matter of life, a life
lived in accordance with what we know of the Word. It is
not merely a matter of knowledge, or an assertion of
belief. Only those who live by the truth they know can be
born again as "children of God".

14 - 15 And the Word was made flesh and dwelt among
us, and we saw his glory, glory as of an only begotten
from a father, full of grace and truth. John witnessed
concerning him and cried, saying, "This was he of whom
| said, 'He that comes after me ranks before me, for he

was before me'.

We often say God came into the world in Jesus Christ,
but it is important to realize how God could come into
his own creation. He had to come as the Word, the
divine wisdom. If he had come in his love, he could only
have been present entire, activating everything divinely,
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and that would only destroy where there was human
evil. But his love is always bringing forth wisdom, its
"only begotten”, and that wisdom illuminates what is
present. As the Word, he could enter into all human
states and illuminate and change what was there. In the
Old Testament, this word 'only begotten' is used as the
equivalent of 'beloved’. You cannot separate God's
wisdom from his love; but by acting as wisdom, or "the
Word", God could enter into a process of development
like men and women. He could dwell with us at our
level. He could learn the truth and illuminate it, and
recognize evil as he met it and reject it with the power of
love, and so build up a divine presence at the level of
our minds. When the process was complete, the divine
love would be able to act in what it had prepared by its
wisdom. Then the human would be glorified and God
would be wholly present with us, as he is now.

The fact that the action was by the Lord as "the
Word" is essential, and must not be glossed over, for
Jesus could not really know our weakness and evil and
replace them with his divine power in any other way.
Really to enter human life here, you have to have a
beginning by being born, you have to learn the truth,
and then you have to choose to live by it from love. God
could only enter our level of life to be with us by going
through the same process, though in him it would be his
divine love that drove him on. By coming as the Word,
the presence of the wisdom of God could put on "the
flesh” of his love in a process in this world like that of
our life and learning. This enables us to see "his glory",
for the glory of such a presence of love in the truth is
that it shows how it is to be used. Commands and
appeals in the Scriptures are no longer just known; they
show the way love works in human life, and that is the
"glory of the only begotten of the Father" -- divine love
finding its way by its wisdom into all human life.

Yet we are not to confuse the kind of light and
understanding in our efforts of repentance, our "John",
with this divine presence in Jesus. Jesus takes
precedence, because he was the wisdom that was in
the beginning with God, that is, it has the whole love of
God within it. This is the divine power that acted in the
world to redeem us.

16 - 17 And out of his fullness all of us have received,
and grace upon grace. For the law was given through
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.

Since "all things were made by him", there is in Jesus
Christ all the wisdom of all the love of God. We all
receive what we need of enlightenment and love from
this fullness, so that we can be saved from our
selfishness. What we receive is described as "grace". It
is a word often misused, for it is imagined that, because
of Jesus' work, some receive a peculiar "grace", which
means that they are saved despite their condition. But
the "grace" that comes from Jesus' work is the ability to
receive truth from him in love and ways of service that
are innocent of selfishness. It is a grace that can only be

(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 7)

received by someone who is following John's teaching
of repentance and is rejecting evil and trying to help
others in life. Such are gifted with grace because Jesus'
work makes it possible for them to have light and to
understand and do what he wants of them.

It is emphasized that this is more than knowing the
commands and teaching of the Scriptures. That is "the
law given through Moses", and knowing that does not
necessarily mean having the desire to use it to control
life. But truth in itself is more than just the ideas; it
involves a willingness to see life that way because of a
genuine repentance. Only that loving attitude can have
the grace that sees what truth involves, and that is
because the person has accepted into their living the life
which Jesus brought on earth; "grace and truth came by
Jesus Christ".

18 No one has ever seen God; the only begotten son
who is in the bosom of the Father, he has made him
known.

You cannot see or comprehend something which has no
connection with any experience you might ever have.
So we cannot see the love that is God. The very fact
that it is providing us with life moment by moment
means that we cannot use that life to look at the source
of it. What we know of love and affection is all derived
from God's love, but it knows nothing of the immediate
love of God. Yet it is necessary for us to know God if we
are to have any relationship with him. When that love of
God brings forth activity in creating and sustaining

things, it uses the pattern of its wisdom. Now of that
pattern we can have some idea. Whilst we can never
comprehend it entirely, in the little we do know we can
form a relationship. The only thing the love of God ever
brings forth is this "only begotten son", its wisdom. It is
never separated from the love, it is always "in the
bosom of the Father", yet it does enable us to know God
and have a real relationship with him.

Later we shall see Jesus emphasize that this
manifestation of God was always there. He speaks of
"the glory | had with you before the world was
made" (17:5). It had striven in various ways to reach
men and women down the centuries. But when their evil
began to prevent its reaching them it came right down
into their world and was made incarnate. God came into
the world and manifested himself as the Son. This Son
was always one with the Father, as we shall find Jesus
emphasizing again and again through the gospel, but it
is the way the love of God can show itself to men and
women, enter their natural realm of activity and take on
its life, and change it to be a permanent presence of the
love of God with mankind. This verse sums up the
whole purpose of Jesus' life, and the whole hope we
have of knowing and loving God. Because he makes us
moment by moment in his love, he would otherwise be
veiled from us. It is "the only begotten son who is in the
bosom of the Father" who makes God known to us and
so redeems us with new life.

Person to Person - The Gospel of John

To be continued
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Swedish theologian Emanual Swedenborg,

Dennis Duckworth is an artist and retired New Church minister, living in London and the North of England.

Born in Accrington, Lancashire, in 1911, Dennis Duckworth has developed his own distinctive styles of work over many
years, His art has a largely modernist cubist influence; his subjects sourced from memories, observations and studies from his
personal and professional life. The landscape of MNorthermn England which he grew up within has remained a passion from
childhood to the present, as has the architecture and cultural climate of London where he has spent the majonty of his ministry
with the New Church (Swedenborgian) for over fifty years. Throughout his ministry he found his artwork a useful and fullfilling
medium with which to represent many of the spirthual doctrines contamed within the Bible and the works of the 18th century

"Much of my work is experimental in its style and treatment, and involves a considerable use of hard
black Conté crayon with much shading, together with watercolour wash. Much play is made of the
straight sharp edge of a line, contrasted with the soft shadings, giving a cubist or three dimensional-

effect.”
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An American visits the New Church College

It seems like yesterday that John and Margaret
Presland met me at the Manchester airport and
welcomed me to England. Actually it was nearly five
weeks ago, and | am now preparing for my return trip
home in a few days. | have been living and working at
the New Church College in Radcliffe these five weeks
and have come to have a deep appreciation for British
ways in general and British New Church theological
education in particular.

Regular tea time has been a high point of my time
here! Having a tea break twice a day and tea with meals
(tea made with real boiling water, mind you) and
enjoying it with lively company has been a special
delight of my visit. | have always loved tea, but knew
there was something wrong with how we served it in the
US. Now that | have been taught about warming the pot
and boiling the water, | have new skills to take home
with me!

Meeting the terrific staff has also been a highpoint
of my visit. | was surprised to find that a doggie named
Oliver also worked at College, sharing John's office. He
was very old and feeble and suffering from diabetes. He
couldn't easily go for walks, so he got taken outside
regularly for a “stand” on the grass. Missing my own
dogs and cats, | bonded at once with Oliver and soon
was promoted to Stand Manager, being allowed to take
him outside 2-3 times per day. | was proud to have
achieved such a prestigious promotion in such a short
time at College.

| was especially interested in the theological
education, having been a teacher at Convention's
theological school the past eight years. This trip has
been a valuable opportunity for me to come to
understand your approach to theological education
more deeply. This means | am coming to understand
your word “modules™ | have experienced some of the
lessons in your modules as a student, one as a tutor,
and I've been a second examiner for several
assessments. | see great value in this approach to
learning. It is well-adapted to students who live a
distance from the school, as a tutorial can be arranged
in many parts of the British Isles. I'm also impressed
with the extent to which a community of learners has
developed with the students of the school.

| greatly valued my time at Winter School. | didn't
quite know what “Winter School” meant until about 20
students descended on the College for a long week-end
of learning and fellowship. One was from the Czech
Republic and one was from Moscow. The three of us
were up late one night pouring over an atlas to show
each other where we lived. There was a strong sense of
community at Winter School, and | felt welcomed into it.
| think such an atmosphere is an ideal learning
experience, and having a twice-yearly residential
experience combines well with the distance learning.

My one disappointment was that | had hoped to be
appointed to Gong Manager. | practised hitting the gong
before meals, but did not do so well. Sometimes it was
too loud and other times no one could hear it. The entire
community became involved in assessing my progress,
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and | was never able to pass. Clearly another module of
learning is in my future. | hope perhaps the study of a
gong module will be enough to qualify me to come to
another Winter or Summer School as a student!

| was impressed with the modules as a tool for
sharing Swedenborgian theology. They contain an
incredible (we might say “awesome") amount of
theology, presented in concise bits that allow for
assimilated learning. They cover an tremendous range
of material at many levels of learning and of application.
It is gratifying to remember that we all are part of the
wholeness of Swedenborgian bodies, and that our
commonalities are stronger than our differences. At
least in theology. When it comes to language, however,
| think that Britain and N. America will forever be divided
on how we use words! College and | never did agree on
whether | was presenting a “program" or a "programme"
and whether tea time included biscuits or cookies. But
we had some great theological reflections trying to sort it
all out, and now | head back to Manchester, New
Hampshire, no longer sure | know the meaning of any
words or the direction cars are travelling on a roadway.
But | do know | am part of an International group of
Swedenborgian learners.

Let the gong be heard!
Rev Dr Wilma Wake

Wilma Wake is a Minister in the Convention of
Swedenborgian Churches of North America. She was
ordained in 1990 and has been Director of Field
Education and Associate Professor at the Swedenborg
School of Religion in Newtonville, Massachusetts.
During her stay in the UK she led worship at a number
of churches in the Manchester area. She also visited
London and led worship at the West Wickham church.
Editor

- |
Wilma Wake in conversation with Ann Skinner at
West Wickham
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Christine Bank with pictures of the ‘Sunday
Seekers’ above her.

Council Report

Bradford Sunday Seekers

The ‘Sunday Seekers’ at Bradford are very
fortunate to have a special room in the church
set aside for their use and decorated and filled
with a wonderful collection of drawings,
painting, models, photographs, stories and
materials for use during their Sunday sessions.

During a meeting held at Bradford on
November 24th to discuss Conference
Finances and RENEW a number of visitors
looked in on the ‘Sunday Seekers’ room and
were amazed at its contents. Have any other
churches provided such excellent facilities for
their youngsters?

Editor

8th/9th February

The Council meeting at Purley Chase was from 5.30pm
Friday until approximately 5.00pm Saturday. This is to
be the new pattern to enable members of the church
who are working to sit on the Council.

The Treasurer presented the accounts in an 'idiot
proof format, much appreciated by this reporter.
Expenditure is dominated by provisions relating to the
new remuneration package.

The Council is still feeling its way through the
transitional model of Executive Council and Governing
Council so that it is ready to embrace the new model as
perceived by RENEW. In this the Governing Council
(formerly Conference Council) will create policies and
establish  principles and monitor these being
implemented by the Executive Council.
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Movement on RENEW is not as fast as some would
desire, but steady progress is being made. On the
Church Growth trial questionnaires have been received
and evaluated. An advert is now to be sent out
worldwide to find a leader for this project. The leader
would then be involved in the choice of centre. A month
later an advert for an assistant leader will follow.

The team working on Education is seeking an
interim Director of Education Development (a slight
difference from the original Director of Education) to
develop the ultimate role and to sustain the momentum
in the meantime. An advert is to be placed worldwide for
this three year appointment.

Continuing on RENEW there has been difficulty in
appointing a team leader for the Management Structure
(Continued on page 11)



More News ....

Kensington

We arrived at Kensington Church on Saturday, 15th
December shortly before the afternoon performance of
'SIMEON', the musical, was due to begin. The Diane
Leader School of Dance (which meets regularly for
classes in the church hall) was performing in aid of
‘Love Russia’, a charity for Russian orphans. We were
welcomed into a church which was filled with a buzz of
anticipation. Parents and grandparents, friends and
neighbours filled the pews along with children of all
ages. It was marvellous to see the church packed with
people, all of whom were filled with expectation.

Gill Gordon opened the proceedings with a short
speech of welcome and then the performance began.
The soundtrack of the pre-recorded CD included music,
speech and singing, and the children danced, mimed
and joined in the singing as they took part in this
unusual enactment of the nativity story. The whole
church was used as a stage and most children had
more than one part to play. There was a lot of costume
changing and the producers are to be congratulated on
the way everything took place without any apparent
problems.

All the performers were thoroughly enjoying
themselves - and so was the audience. | shall not forget
Anna and Simeon, Herod, Mary and Joseph, the
shepherds and all the little sheep, the dancing stars,
and the procession of kings down the centre aisle - so
proud and with such dignity.

(Continued from page 10)

project, which is delaying progress on this. One man
one vote is progressing. This year, as a small first step,
members will be invited to submit nominations for the
Council in advance of the Annual Meeting of
Conference, although the ballot for elections will be held
as usual during the Annual Meeting. Outline proposals
will be presented at Conference in July to give all
members a postal vote on this and in other areas, but it
will not be possible to approve a definite scheme until
2003. It must be stressed that those entitled to vote
would be the Members of Conference. People who are
working in the Church but are not Members of
Conference will be urged to become members.

The Remuneration committee presented its
recommendation to the Council. With minor adjustments
this has now been adopted by the Council with effect
from 1st April 2002. The new and greatly simplified
package effectively moves to a gross salary with no car
provision or supplements and with a fair but not
commercial rent payable on a Conference owned
house. As from 1st April a Minister will receive £20,000
and the Senior Minister £22,500. The Treasurer and
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After the performance everyone was invited to enjoy
drinks and mince pies in the hall, and we were
interested to meet the Kensington MP, Mr Michael
Portillo, who arrived too late to see the show, but who
nevertheless took the opportunity to chat with some of
his constituents.

I thought the whole afternoon was a triumph, and
was a demonstration that the Kensington Church is part
of a local community. The afternoon proved a happy
start to our Christmas celebrations and we were glad to
be able to be there with our Kensington friends.

Ann Skinner
From the London and Southern Area Newsletter

Secretary of Conference will receive the same pay as a
minister. Some lay employees' pay is still under
consideration.

The Council was delighted that the Rev Mary
Duckworth had applied to further her training to move
from Assistant Minister to a full Minister.

From April 2002 the cost of Lifeline will be increased
to £1.10.

The Conference Programme for 2002 was
considered and with many important areas for
consideration it was difficult to prioritise, but hopefully
the balance will be right. The 2003 Conference will be
held at Swanwick on 21st-25th July. The Council had
hoped to meet in the North East of England but that was
not possible.

Once again the Council expresses its thanks to
Irene and Wilf Woodhouse whose welcome and warm,
hospitality smooth the proceedings along.

Jean Chambers



THE NEW CHURCH CENTRE GROWTH TRIAL

a General Conference of the New Church Initiative

Applications are invited from Ordained Ministers for the position of

TRIAL LEADER

to lead the three year Trial which is part of the General Conference's Renew Programme

The Trial will be centred around an existing UK centre. Accommodation appropriate to the Leader's
personal circumstances will be provided in the immediate vicinity.

An Assistant Trial Leader will be recruited.

The Trial's objective is to reach out in new and innovative ways to identify an environment
in which a New Church Centre can grow in today's world.

For further details, including a Job Description, Terms of Employment,
contact the Project Leader, Michael Clubb
by Email: mikeclubb@aol.com
or write to 55 Heronswood Drive, Spondon, Derby, DE21 7AX

Closing date for applications is the end of March, 2002

New Church Sunday School Conference
To be held at KEIGHLEY NEW CHURCH on SATURDAY 25th MAY 2002

This is an open invitation to anyone who is interested in the spiritual welfare of children and young
people. Do try to join us on this day as we exchange ideas on how best the church can address the

needs of young people.

For further information or to say you will be present please contact:
Mrs E K Schofield on 0191 252 1765

GET UP AND GO is the theme of our conference.

Are you willing to get up and go? We do hope so.

Lifeline Contributions should be sent to the Editor, Alan C Misson
27 Woodland Way, Shirley, Croydon, CRO 7UB Tel: 020 8777 5098 Email: alanmisson@btinternet.com

Lifeline is published on the 2nd Sunday of the month ( except in Jan and July ). Articles and notices should reach the editor
by the end of the second week of the month prior to publication.

Subscriptions to be sent to the Business Manager,  lan D McCallum
65 Heaton Road, Stockport, Cheshire, SK4 4JJ Tel: 0161 432 5362

Price per copy £1.10 United Kingdom £15.00 Overseas Seamail £19.50
Airmail to USA & Canada £26.50 Airmail to Australia & New Zealand £28.25
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