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Love and Trust

L

ove and Trust are a bit like the chicken and the egg. Which comes first? We trust
the one we love and we love the one we trust. But, surely, love must come first?
Loving and wanting to be loved begins a relationship. The love grows as our ability to
trust grows. In contrast, we know the pain caused by discovering we cannot trust the
one we love. In the opposite scenario, infatuation and lust do not wait for trust.
Infatuation blindly trusts the other person; lust ignores any need for trust by just taking
what it wants.
Trusting God
JOURNAL OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE NEW CHURCH

Our relationship to our Lord is based on love and trust. The more we love Him, the more
we trust Him. The opposite is very true, unfortunately. But we begin from love... ."The
first commandment is this 'You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all
your soul, with all your mind and with all your strength’”. This love grows as we begin to
trust in the Lord's love for us. Difficulties arise when things don't go the way we want
them to go; when illness starts, misfortune hits us, when our plans are thwarted, and
when what we dearly desire does not happen. These times challenge us to look at what
we are hoping brings happiness.
From His love, our Lord guides us to find happiness that springs from within us. We
trust Him, so He leads us away from our worldly, self-centred aims. His joy arises from
love of spiritual values. He calls us to place our trust in these; loving the truth; having
compassion; being ready to forgive and be forgiven; loving without expecting
rewards.As we love these things, we love our Lord because they all come from
him and are his presence within us.
The Struggle to Trust
The attempt to trust in God can be so hard that it makes us despair. It feels as if lifelong
trust is dying and being taken away. These are deep spiritual temptations. Despite all
appearances, our Lord preserves our complete freedom of choice. Do we trust the ways
of the world or do we trust our Lord? The one we choose is the one we will love and
trust more dearly. During our life here, layers of self interest are taken away through
these temptations. Then we are able to see what is really at the heart of our life. The
deepest trials come later in life. If we choose constantly to love our Lord and trust in
Him, an inner peace and confidence comes deep within and nothing in this world can
take this away.
"In repentance and rest is your salvation, in quietness and trust is your strength."
Isaiah 30:15,16
Rev John Sutton
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A Meditation on Three Icons for New Church Day
Then I, John, saw the Holy City, New
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from
God, prepared as a bride adorned for the
husband. And I heard a loud voice from
heaven saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God
is with men, and He will dwell with them, and
they shall be His people. God Himself will be
with them and be their God. And God will wipe
away every tear from their eyes; there shall be
no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There
shall be no more pain, for the former things
have passed away."
Revelation 21:2-4
We have these wonderful images right through The Revelation of Jesus Christ.

Each one is vivid, sharp, sometimes beautiful, but often
frightening, so that our senses can be overwhelmed.

The Lord uses images, which can by-pass
mathematically minded, the structurally competent,
the theologically trained. He uses icons, which
reach everybody, because when he wishes to
through to our hearts, he knows just how to do it.

the
and
can
get

He uses the most intimate images, and the first one is:

The Bride and the Groom or Husband
Think of a bride and groom, when nothing else occupies
their minds than the desire to be united; to be together
for always. Their love is so focused that they have a
sense of the eternal within their love. Do you know that
type of longing?
Do you love the Lord so much that there are moments
when everything else becomes insignificant?

How do we cope with them?
The simple answer is: one by one! As with slides
projected on the screen. You look at each one in turn,
and do your best to take it in.
Or better still, think of them as icons. Recently there has
been a great resurgence in interest in icons of the
Orthodox Church. The worshipper entering an Orthodox
church does not expect to be a passive listener. He or
she find and stand in front of their chosen icon and
begin to make their own worship by meditating on those
images of reality. They commune with the reality, which
lies behind the image. The image itself in no way tries to
portray things of this world.
That is also how we need to make use of these first
Christian icons, which are in the Book of Revelation.
I invite you to consider the icon of the Holy City, which
uses images to describe a higher reality. This reality
cannot be constructed in 3-D. Three dimensional
models are not models of any city which may exist in
heaven, up in the sky, or can ever exist on earth. The
Church is not a city - though it may have the structure of
a well-run city.
The Church is not an organisation, created by wellmeaning officials - the real Church is organised in a
most perfect form by Lord Himself. Essentially the
Church is you and me - if we have the Lord Jesus Christ
in our hearts and minds.
When that happens, then our life, our mind begins to be
reconstructed into an image of heaven. But please, for
the purpose of the present article, keep away from any
dimensional icons, such as a city, its foundations, walls
and gates.

Let that be the first icon to touch your heart.
Close your eyes for a few moments and open your heart
to that true Husband of the New Church, the true
Husband to you and me.

The second icon is:

The Tabernacle
A tent, in which you can dwell with your Lord.
There is something so simple about a tent: standing in
the open, responding to every breeze, every scent,
every change in light and temperature, and every
sound.
Yet it is also a lovers' intimate space of togetherness. A
momentary forgetfulness that anything else exists,
except you and the one you love. An embrace in which
all else is shut out, and yet you are in the midst of all
life, with just the thinnest of a veil away.
But is there a better way to describe the worship of the
New Jerusalem, once we have gained the pearl of great
price and can think exclusively of the Divine Human of
our Lord, knowing that there is no other?
That is our second icon: this intimacy of our relationship
with the Lord, while we are still surrounded by the
external world. This is our tent of meeting, our
Tabernacle.
(Continued on page 3)
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(Continued from page 2)

The third icon reveals to us the Lord's infinite care and
concern for us:

Wiping away all tears from our eyes
Showing us gently that there is no real death, because
his love is eternal, and so is our ability to receive that
love for ever. There is no sorrow, or crying or pain, that
he cannot, and will not, finally remove from us. Please
think of the experiences you've had of love comforting
you. In childhood: when you were lost, or hurt yourself.
In your teens: when you could not find a place to which
you belonged. Or at any time in your life when you had
gone astray, felt hurt or full of fears.

What it means to have a loved one who understands, to
whom you can turn without ever being rejected. To go to
the Lord to let Him hold you, wipe away your tears,
quieten the sobs which are racking you, and reveal to
you that all your fears are groundless.
The Lord cannot be more explicit in describing what it
means to be loved by Him. It helps us to realise that we
cannot live without such a relationship, and that the
loneliness we sometimes suffer is really unnecessary.
Let Him hold you, wipe every tear from your eyes and
comfort you as the one who loves you supremely,
completely, and will never turn His back on you.
To him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen
Rev Christopher Hasler
Presented at the Kensington New Church
New Church Day 19 June 2001

A New Church Day Address
Two thousand years ago in Palestine
the Lord Jesus Christ was born of
Mary and lived in those troublesome
times as one dedicated completely to
God. Jesus said that when the time
was appropriate he would come to
live in the world again. We believe
that this appropriate time is now,
today, and that Jesus has indeed
been born again to live amongst us
and inspire us.

has sent me on this duty. He has
opened the sight of my spirit and
has introduced me into the spiritual
world, permitting me to see both the
heavens and the hells, and to
converse with both angels and
spirits; and this now for many years.
From the very first day of my call I
have received no heavenly teaching
from any source other than from the
Lord alone as I was reading his
Word.”

This second coming is not a
physical coming, but a spiritual one.
In our New Church Day service this
God is with us now, not as a person
evening we make this affirmation,
but as the light of heaven shining in
believing it to be true. We rejoice in
our darkness. This heavenly light
sharing in this great work and in the
shines forth from the spiritual sense or
wonderful experience of coming into
spiritual meaning of the Sacred
the Lord's New Church. May we
Scriptures. This light was seen by
continue to see and to understand
Emanuel Swedenborg and was
the teachings of the Lord's second
transmitted through his writings to all
advent, and may we continue to
of us so that we too can share in that The Holy City by G Roland Smith proclaim them in our lives! Amen
light. Light requires an eye to see.
and Amen!
Spiritual truth requires a mind, to receive, to think, and
to understand. Swedenborg had such a mind, and had
Rev Dennis Duckworth
also the ability and the means to write and transmit
these spiritual teachings to us.
Presented at the Kensington New Church
New Church Day 19 June 2001
It is Swedenborg's claim that he was chosen to do
this wonderful work. He says, “I testify in truth that the
Lord has manifested himself before me his servant and
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Render unto Caesar
"Render unto Caesar the things that are
Caesar's, and unto God the things
which are God's!"
Matthew 22:21
During a recent radio interview, the architect said "Of
course, anyone believing in God is suffering from a
mental illness!" Loud guffaws from the audience as
follows any anti-religious sentiment nowadays. When
the laughter had subsided, End Sharon replied very
quietly "I believe in God" there was a pause and they
moved to a different architectural area.
The two men had traded ideas. To me, Sharon ended
the better by not retorting "Anyone not believing in God
has a mental disease!" Our Lord traded ideas with he
Pharisees and the Herodians in giving His famous reply.
The Pharisees hated Rome and its dominion over them.
When they asked "Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar or
not?"; if the Lord answered "Yes" He was an enemy of
the Jews.
The Herodians were supporters of Herod Antipas,
son of Herod the Great who had met the Wise Men.
They were political people and their power under Herd
lay with Roman army. The Herodians were the sworn
enemies of the Pharisees which shows how hypocritical
the Jewish leaders were in taking the supporters of
Rome with them. If the Lord answered "no" He was in
danger of being accused of fomenting insurrection by
the Roman authorities. The answer which Jesus gave is
even more subtle than appears at first glance.
The coin which was shown to Him was the denarius
or Roman penny. On one side was the head of the
emperor Tiberius, by this time eeking out a bitter,
perverted existence in his enormous villa on the island
of Capri. On the other side was an inscription "Tiberius
Caesar Augustus, son of the divine Augustus". Tiberius
was not the son of Augustus. The first emperor of Rome
had fancied Tiberius' mother, Livia, who was married
with two sons. Livia's husband was removed and she
married Augustus. By the time that Augustus died, his
own sons were dead or disgraced, and he appointed his
step-son, Tiberius emperor in his place. Tiberius
allowed the deification of Augustus and temples were
built to his honour. Hence the inscription. "Render unto
Caesar the things which are Caesar's and unto God the
things which are God's" makes perfectly clear that
Divinity did not rest with Augustus!
Money and taxes are mentioned a lot in the Word.
Coins are symbols of our ideas. They are jumbled up in
our minds like change in a pocket or purse. Every day
from waking up, our minds are full of thoughts and
ideas. Some are mundane -"I must get up or I will be
late!" - "O dear! Another miserable day to face" - "What
lovely sunshine!"

The Forum in Rome
We trade our thoughts and feelings with everyone
we meet. It is like going to a market to buy goods. What
we trade depends upon our loves. Someone comes into
your room with a cup of tea. "I don't want that just now!"
"Thank you very much for being so kind." I don't like tea
in bed. The first reply thinks only of me; the second
thinks also of the person who has gone to the trouble of
making the drink. In a supreme sense, we should render
everything to God. All our gifts, our talents, our money
have come from Him. In the teachings of our Church we
are told that we should pay our taxes with good grace.
But I am sure we all resent some expenditure of
taxation. Yet without it, the police, education and health
services would collapse. If Mr Brown suddenly said "I'm
not doing a budget this year, you can all pay what you
like!" what would happen? Selfishness would run riot,
and local and government services would collapse
causing great hardship and distress. In "rendering unto
Caesar the things that are Caesar's" we are "rendering
unto God the things which are God's". In paying taxes
promptly and honestly, we are loving our neighbour as
ourselves. Put another way, we are treating others as
we would hope to be treated if we found ourselves in a
similar plight. We trade every day; food, newspapers,
petrol, taxes, gas, water and electricity. We speak to
somebody most days. Whose ideas are we trading? Are
we trying to impress? For whose sake are we saying,
promising or doing these things?
The Pharisees and Herodians were trying to trap the
Lord. They flattered Him with an innocent looking
question. Their motive was evil, in reply, they received
the DivineTruth. Ned Sherrin's guest was trying to look
clever. Sherrin replied with the truth as he sees it; he
was stating his view of the honest truth. May we in all
our dealings with one another, seek out the good of
each other. May our trading of ideas be acceptable in
the sight of our Lord. May we be able to
truthfully confess that we have "Rendered unto Caesar
the things which are Caesar's and unto God the things
which are God's"
Geoffrey Bentley
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The Church and the Internet
Today the world is now almost obliged to rely on
computers. Whilst they may not be controlling our lives
they do play an important role in them whether we like it
or not. One powerful `tool' computers have brought is
the Internet. In the past it has been called the
`information super highway' and there are some that
feel it is almost a world of its own. I am concerned about
what some people (particularly men) have chosen to put
on and share with others on the Internet, I am also
concerned that those who enable the Internet to function
appear very unwilling to regulate or control what is
available through their Internet providing services.
The Internet has
allowed people to
indulge in evils of
t r e m e n d o u s
magnitude relatively
easily
with
little
chance of being
stopped by the law.
Innocent
people,
including
many
children, have been
the
necessary
victims of these evil acts. The New Church also has a
growing presence on the Internet. RENEW will make
much use of it in delivering its programme. Sometimes it
worries me that we are there alongside everything else
on the Internet. Should we be there, should we be part
of something that is closely linked to horrific outbreaks
of evil?
One answer is that with all that hellish influence online the New Church should definitely be there to
counter it with something from heaven. I agree with this
point of view very much but I think we also should look
in more depth about how we should see the Internet and
our consequent presence and use there. I say this
because the Writings tell us that the life in what we do is
not in the outward visible works but in the intention
behind them; the angels don't see our works but only
the intentions of our minds. (Apocalypse Explained
185) So I think it is worthwhile looking at the New
Church presence on the Internet to make sure there are
deeper or spiritual intentions within our presence there
and that it is not just serving the temporal needs of our
organisation. It is worth noting that the Lord by His
infinite wisdom joins His eternal things to our temporal
ones whereas we tend to separate them. (Divine
Providence 218)
I want to introduce briefly two ideas in the work
Divine Providence as examples of how we could look
more deeply at our presence on the Internet. (The
Divine Providence is the government of the Divine Love
and the Divine Wisdom of the Lord, it has for its end a
heaven from the human race. The work Arcana
Caelestia tells us that providence, “exists in the smallest
details of all from the earliest stage of a person's life
5

through to the last, and for evermore after that”. (5894))
Firstly if we go back to the idea of our presence
providing a heavenly influence to counter the hellish we
may get a bit of a surprise when we discover the hellish
influence on the Internet may well be of benefit to us
spiritually! “The Lord is continually operating to unite
truth to good and good to truth in us because this union
is both the Church and heaven”. (DP 21) “The union is
provided for by the Lord by means of the equilibrium
between heaven and hell”. (DP 23) We read in Divine
Providence, “the Divine Providence of the Lord causes
what is evil and at the same time false to serve for
equilibrium, relation and purification, and so for the
union of good and truth in others”. (DP 21) Even evil
has to serve a use.
Is it enough just to think we are providing a good
influence on the Internet when the reality is that the Lord
is doing far more than we can ever be aware of for a
heaven from the human race?
Secondly there is another key idea in Divine
Providence. It is the need for us to see what evil is. We
read, ”unless evils were allowed to break out, man
would not see them and therefore would not
acknowledge them, and thus could not be induced to
resist them. Hence it is that evils cannot be repressed
by any act of Providence; for if they were they would
remain shut in, and like a disease, such as cancer and
gangrene, they would spread
and consume everything vital
in man”. (DP 251)
The Internet has certainly
been able to expose many
evils today. Society can
choose to deal with those evils
now that they have been
exposed. The New Church has
much to offer on the source of those evils and how they
attack us.
I hope that these two brief examples show that the
Lord will use the Internet, as it is now with its good and
its evil content, in many different ways in His work
towards our individual salvation and the spiritual growth
of humankind. I do believe it is a worthwhile tool in the
work we do for the Lord as a Church. I also believe that
we should always keep at the front of our work the
truths the Lord has revealed to us in the Writings about
how the spiritual world and how his kingdom work. Then
we can more effectively minister as the Lord's New
Church both to our fellow humans and to all that
technology continues to offer us.
Rev Alan Lewin

Person to Person - The Gospel of John
This is the fifth part of the serialisation of the late Rev Paul Vickers’ commentary on the Gospel of John.
Paul commenced his work with the following words:

“It seems incredible to say that we could form part of a group learning from a disciple who
walked and talked with Jesus Christ, and yet that is the opportunity John's gospel opens up.”
CHAPTER TWO
1 - 11 The Marriage at Cana
Although John is now telling the story of Jesus' life and
work, his intention has been made clear in the Prologue,
and it is to show how God relates to us in Jesus. This
controls his selection from his memory of incidents,
which is to be used to provide a revelation from God to
us. He has shown the development from the state of
repentance with John Baptist, until the powers of our
mind are following as disciples in Jesus' way. Now he
relates an incident that shows Jesus' power and the
change he has made in our lives. The incident is one
John remembers from his personal involvement, but the
marriage at Cana was not known to the other
Evangelists, probably because it occurred among a
small local group of people and not during his public
ministry.
The symbol of a marriage is used by prophets in the
Old Testament, as well as by Jesus in his teaching. This
is because the whole effort of human life should be to
marry up what we understand of God's way with a love
that will use it in life. Marriage of a man and a woman
depends similarly on their uniting the love they use in
life with their vision of God's way. Jesus brought divine
love into the truth at our earthly level, and so made that
kind of love available for us to marry it to his truth as we
come to understand and use it. This marrying of love to
truth in human life was the whole purpose of God's
coming in Jesus, for only his love using the truth we
know can give us a new kind of life. So this miracle
comes at the beginning of Jesus' ministry.
Our own aim in life is more one of personal ambition
with its fear of failure, and our effort in life is often to find
a way to stay comfortably in our present state. Yet the
purpose of our life here is really to marry our vision of
God's truth to an unselfish love that will use it in our
lives. Remarkable things happen at such a marriage.
1 - 5 And on the third day, a marriage took place at
Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there;
and Jesus and his disciples were also invited to the
marriage. And when they ran short of wine, the mother
of Jesus said to him, "They have no wine". Jesus said to
her, "Is it the same to me as to you, lady? My hour has
not yet come." His mother said to the servants,
"Whatever he says to you, do".

The exact situation of Cana is not certainly known;
modern place names suggest it was near Nazareth,
some three and a half miles north east of it. The name
of Mary is never used in this gospel; she is always 'the
mother of Jesus'. Presumably she was a friend or
relative of the family in Cana, and perhaps on those
grounds Jesus also was invited to the marriage. Already
his disciples are seen as his constant companions.
When difficulty arises Mary turns to Jesus, as
perhaps was her custom. Jesus' response to Mary is
difficult to translate. His first words translate into Greek
a Hebrew idiom which is literally "What to me and to
you?", and conveys the idea that things are seen
differently by two people. Thus David uses it when he
rejects the advice of the sons of Zeruiah (2 Samuel
16:10). Then Jesus does not address Mary as mater
"mother" but as gunai, which is "woman" used as a term
of respect; Augustus used it in addressing Queen
Cleopatra. In modern English, "woman" is not a
respectful form of address, and "madam" smacks of the
shop, so I have used "lady". No harshness or disrespect
is meant because Jesus does not address Mary
"mother" in John. The whole gospel concentrates on his
divine nature, which put off step by step all the natural
things he had from her and replaced them with a divine
natural powerful to save men and women. Mary was not
the 'mother' of this divine nature, which was put on from
God, though as a good woman she could provide a
means for divine life to enter and grow up in the world.
A marvellous transformation follows Jesus' action
now, but we must not imagine that it will change us
entirely. We are in "Cana of Galilee" and Galilee is far
away from the temple of our life which is in Jerusalem.
What is changed here are the first external things of our
way of life; but, if there is much more to come, this first
step is still a marvellous transformation. As we have
seen, the marriage here portrays for us the marrying
together of the ideas of truth with the love and affection
that will use them in life. But despite the effort to marry
them the expected joy is not felt at the marriage, the
wine fails because we cannot manufacture the love or
the vision out of ourselves. Our effort to satisfy our need
begins by drawing in that which seems to ‘mother’ God's
presence in our lives: our desire to do good in which we
think he comes. But another presence is really required
to achieve anything; and this is quite different to that
earthly affection. "Is it the same to me as to you?"
denies that our earthly view understands what is really
needed. Our Lord who is saving us sees far more
deeply what is really going to change. Our earthly desire
(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)

to serve, 'the mother', can only accept that this is so,
and simply asks everything that serves our mind, 'the
servants', to accept the greater power of Jesus.
But the divine presence is not yet ready to act. "My
time has not yet come" occurs often in John. It does not
mean that a particular point in time is waited for, but that
the state of things is not yet such that Jesus can act.
6 - 10 And there were standing there six waterpots of
stone, used for purification by the Jews, each holding
two or three measures. Jesus said to them, "Fill the
waterpots with water". And they filled them up to the
brim. And he said to them, "Now draw out and carry to
the master of the feast", and they did so. But when the
master of the feast tasted the water which had become
wine, not knowing where it had come from, though the
servants who drew the water knew, he called the
bridegroom and said to him, "Every man puts the good
wine out first, and when men have drunk freely, then the
poorer stuff. You have kept the good wine until now".
Jewish custom demanded the ceremonial washing of
hands before and after eating, and the waterpots were
provided for this purpose. The measure referred to is
about nine gallons, and so each pot would hold some
twenty or so gallons. The master of the feast was
appointed, often elected by the guests from their
number, to see to the seating and serving of the guests.

restraining force controlling our behaviour; it becomes
an effort to help others, a witness to the love which can
work in the lives of men and women. It has a vigour and
a life that makes things happen in us and around us.
Though we can gain the idea (we can fill the water pots
with water) we cannot make the love behind it which
transforms it into the wine of living spiritual truth. This
was done in the life of Jesus, as he made the whole of
his mind the truth of the Word, and so brought into it all
the love of God. When we submit ourselves to the truth
and make the effort to change our lives, it is this life of
Jesus in the truth which transforms it and brings the
spirit and joy of wine into our watery obedience to truth.
God has often expressed the truth in new forms
which enabled men and women to use it more clearly:
the Old Testament replaced ancient revelation, and the
New Testament replaced the Old. Each time truth was
newly revealed in this fashion it was powerful for a
while, but the new vigour and joy eventually became old
and lost its effect. So it is with us as truth is learned. The
first impact is dulled, the good wine served first
becomes a poorer wine when we have drunk it for a
time. But this marriage feast keeps "the good wine until
now". When God has come in Jesus, our understanding
of what he has done for us and the use of his power in
our lives will always keep eternal joy and power in our
use of the truth.
11 This first of the signs, Jesus did in Cana in Galilee
and showed his glory, and his disciples believed in him.

The lack of wine marks the failing joy in the
marriage feast, and Jesus restores it by using the water
intended for purification. So far, the only change in us
shown in the gospel has been John's baptism, when the
water of truth washes us clean from outward evils by
obedience to its commands. But such an effort by itself
does not bring the joy of living with God. We are
restraining evil, rather than rejoicing in what we see
from the warmth and power of love. We can only make
our lives obey the commands of Jesus (we fill the stone
pots of our natural lives with the cleansing truth "up to
the brim") and it is then that he is able to transform that
truth into something wonderfully different. Until then his
"time has not yet come".

John does not speak of miracles, but of "signs". This
concentrates, not on the natural marvel, but on what
purpose it is serving to those who see it as a sign of
Jesus' purpose in the world. It is intended, not just to
amaze, but to give some understanding of the source of
power in Jesus. Each of these signs really expresses
something of the relationship between God in Jesus and
ourselves. The turning of water into wine at a marriage
reminds us that, in all our efforts to marry truth to life,
only the life of Jesus makes the truth we learn come
alive with the joy and power of love.

We have a "ruler of the feast" of our life, a central
driving force and purpose which controls all our actions.
As we take the water of truth and pour it out at this very
centre of our life, it will be transformed with the love
Jesus brought into that same truth in the world. His life
acts in that truth and turns the water into wine. We have
seen that an idea about truth is not the truth in itself.
The command not to steal is an idea, which we might
obey just to be accepted into our community or to get
others to trust us and so develop our business. It does
not become a truth unless the idea has within it a love to
help all those around us and so serve God. The
command then becomes quite different to that

To be continued
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RENEW update
New Church Centre Growth Trial
Following a recommendation made by the New Church
Centre Growth Trial Team, the Council has agreed that
the site for the Trial should be Greenhill. The
recommendation was made after questionnaires were
completed by all interested churches and a short list
prepared. Visits to the churches on the short list then
took place by members of the team and a final analysis
was then made.
The Trial Leader post was advertised in a number of
New Church Periodicals, including Lifeline in March.
One applicant has come forward expressing interest in
the position and what it involves. This is a very
encouraging development.
In this months Lifeline we now have an advert for
the Assistant Trial Leader, so further progress is being
made towards establishing the Trial.

have come forward. With a closing date of 21st June it
is hoped that it will be possible to report further
developments by Conference at the beginning of July.

Management Structures
Some very important issues have been discussed in this
area of RENEW and key dates identified at which major
changes should take place. Firstly it has been
recommended that the target date for fully establishing
the Governing Council and Executive should be the
Annual Meeting, July 2003. Although the Executive
already exists and the Conference Council is moving
towards re-defining itself as the Governing Council,
nevertheless arrangements will need to be made for
relevant changes of rules and for appointments to the
new Governing Council. Secondly it is now
recommended that the target date for implementing the
changes to membership and voting (one member one
vote) should be April 2004 in time for the Annual
Meeting in July 2004. This will enable the Governing
Council and Executive to have been formally
established prior to the changes in membership and
voting.

Web Site Development

Education
Lifeline readers will have noticed the advert in the last
issue for the post of Director of Education Development.
This advert is also appearing in other New Church
periodicals but it is too early to report that any applicants

New Church
Children's Society
Annual General Meeting
Saturday June 15th at 12 noon
at the
Derby
New Church
Horwood Avenue
Derby
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A demonstration web site will be on view at Conference.
The idea behind this demonstration site is to give
visitors some appreciation of what the site might look
like and what sort of content might be provided. It
should also help answer questions about who the
customers of the site should be and what name or
names we should give our organisation. Further details
will be provided in the August edition of Lifeline.
Alan Misson
RENEW Implementation Manager

Committee for Auxiliary Ministry
Services for Special Occasions
A set of eight Services for Special Occasions is now available. These
contain complete acts of worship for Easter, Mothering Sunday, New
Church Day, Whitsunday, Remembrance Sunday and World Unity.
The services cost 65p each or £5.00 per set.
Order form available from Jan Millar
10 Crosshills Road
Cononley, Keighley
BD20 8LA
01535 633730

Conference Programme
Monday 8th July
2.30
3.00
3.30
4.15
4.45
6.00
9.00

Registration and Signing of the Roll
Celebratory Service of Thanksgiving
Appointment of Chairman and Sessional Committees
Votes of Condolence and Messages of Greeting
Keynote Address
Break for Evening Meal at 6.45
Vespers

Tuesday 9th July
9.30 Announcements
9.45 Report of Treasurer
11.15 Report of Secretary
11.45 Report of the Committee of Ministers
12.30 Break for Lunch at 12.45
2.00 Report of the Conference Council
3.00 Conference Council ‘Around the Church’
4.15 RENEW
6.30 Break for Evening Meal at 6.45
8.30 Holy Supper Service

Hayes Conference Centre Swanwick
Thursday 11th July
9.30 Announcements
9.45 CAM
12.30 Break for Lunch at 12.45
2.00 New Church College Annual General Meeting
4.15 Ballots and Appointments
4.30 Special Interest Groups
Historical Society Rev Norman Ryder
N.C.S.S.U.
and others
5.45 Break for Evening Meal at 6.45
8.00 Social Experience
10.00 Vespers

Wednesday 10th July
Friday
9.30 Announcements
9.45 Do this in Remembrance of Me Rev Michael Stanley
12.30 Break for Lunch at 12.45
2.00 RENEW
4.15 Break for Early Evening Meal at 5.00
6.30 Coaches leave for Derby
7.30 Conference Service at Derby

9.30 Announcements
9.45 Conference Review
12.00 Votes of Thanks
12.15 Closing Service
12.30 Break for Lunch at 12.45
2.15 Reading of Minutes

Morning coffee is at 10.45 and afternoon tea is 3.45 except Wednesday when the evening meal is early.

Annual Meeting of the National Womens League
The Annual meeting of the National Womens League at
Clayton on Saturday 11th May, was attended by 30
friends from Accrington, Clayton, Burnley and Bradford.
Due to an accident the previous day Mrs Pauline
Grimshaw was unable to take the service, which was
then arranged at short notice by Miss Susan Howarth
and Mrs Christine Sagar. The theme of the service was
‘families’, and the organist was Mrs Jean Chambers.
A collection on behalf of the Benevolent Fund was taken
by the Treasurers.
The business meeting came next, and the president
Mrs Jean Chambers welcomed everyone. Apologies for
absence were received from Mrs Barbara Stanley and
Mrs Pauline Grimshaw.
In her address Mrs Chambers spoke of the
changing role of women, who now take a greater part in
commerce, as well as the church, and all are valued
equally.
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Following the Treasurers report came a discussion
on how the Benevolent Fund can be used to greater
effect, and the committee agreed to discuss the matter
at their next meeting.
As there were no new nominations for the
committee the following were re-elected:
Secretary:
Mrs M Liversage
Treasurer:
Mrs V Clayton
Ass. Treasurer: Mrs A Walton
Committee: Mrs N Thomas Miss S Howarth Mrs J Silver
The date of the next AGM was fixed for May 10th
2003 at Burnley. The afternoon closed with tea served
by members of the Clayton Society.
May Liversage
Secretary

News from the Churches
Oaklands, Birmingham
The Apocalypse - a Revelation
A Day of Inspiration, Meditation and Creation led by
Dennis and Mary Duckworth
Saturday 29th June 2002 10.45am - 3.00 pm
The reality of the human mind is shown by images and
symbols described in the fascinating and challenging
book known as the Book of Revelation, the last book of
the Bible. A book of mystery, of revelation of the Lord Jesus Christ, of judgement, of human nature and angelic
guidance.
The aim of the workshop is to show how, within this mysterious book, the inner world of mind can be better
understood, in terms of our connection with the higher forces of light and the lower forces of darkness. The workshop
is designed to appeal to churchgoers and non-church goers alike.
In the morning session Rev Dennis Duckworth will talk about his own drawings and paintings of the Book of
Revelation. Dennis is a New Church (Swedenborgian) minister. He also trained as an artist and has painted
throughout his life, both landscapes and paintings of Biblical and Swedenborgian themes. He has held exhibitions
and sold his paintings throughout the world. He expresses the essence of his subject in the style of the Vorticists,
and is influenced by abstract, cubist painters.
Mary is also a New Church minister. She enjoys leading people in a gentle, meditative way into spiritual experience
where the whole self is involved, body, heart, mind and spirit.
To come to the Workshop write to or phone Stephen Lacy:

5 Red Hill, Stourbridge, West Midlands
Tel: 01384 864823.

We will each bring some lunch we can share together.
There is no charge but a small donation to help cover our speakers' expenses would be appreciated.

RENEW New Church Centre Growth Trial
a General Conference of the New Church Initiative
Applications are invited for the position of

ASSISTANT TRIAL LEADER
An Assistant is required for the Leader of the Trial, which will be located at Greenhill New Church.
The Trial's objective is to reach out in new and innovative ways to identify an environment
in which a New Church Centre can grow in today's world.
This part-time position is open to both Lay and Ministerial applicants.
For further details, including a Job Description, Terms of Employment,
contact the Project Leader, Michael Clubb
by email: MikeClubb@aol.com
or write to 55 Heronswood Drive, Spondon, Derby, DE21 7AX
Closing date for applications is 5th July 2002
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Readers Letters
(Continued from page 12)

different form of presence from
anything else in that issue. The
theme of the article was also
presence, even if that word was not
used, the ability to be present to
help someone in crisis, and, more
than that, to encourage such
individuals to remain present with
whatever that situation might be in
order to see what they can gain from
it. I'm perhaps especially struck by
this idea of presence because of
having been living for the last couple
of months on Iona, a place which
many people describe as having
some sort of spiritual presence. I
have heard over that time many
stories of people who have been
unable to leave unchanged having
come here.
To me this sense of presence
implies a space for something
unexpected, room for growth, an
ability to become aware of
something new, indeed to be
changed. That is precisely what
seems to be lacking in the sort of
stand-off which Bruce's article
describes. What I'd like to see
happening in the way that we use
Arcana Caelestia is to have a real
sense of the type of Divine presence
which Alan talks about, which
reaches out universally. As John
Elliott suggested, there may be
people for whom the larger part of
the work is secondary to the interchapter material. Here Swedenborg
talks about his experiences of the
spiritual world. I think it is quite
possible that those who use the
services of the Creative Living
Centre could relate to much of what
Swedenborg says about angels and
spirits, including sections about
spirits and disease. We need to
have the confidence to go
backwards and forwards between
even the most recent and
contemporary events and debates
and Swedenborg, relating them to
what is contained within the Arcana
Caelestia. Perhaps, however, in
order to accomplish this we also
have a responsibility to remind
ourselves of what can be gained by
listening to people who would
normally be outside our orbit, such
as those who have recently come
11

continued
into contact with the College through
the Creative Living Centre and its
work. How good are we at listening
to them, at entering their world
rather than thinking chiefly about
what we need to do to enable them
to enter ours and to hear our
teaching? Having worked over the
last year on a course linking
Swedenborg with modern ethical
issues, which the College has been
developing, I am confident that
Swedenborg has plenty to contribute
to this type of interchange. However,
perhaps that is only going to happen
if we listen to such issues being
treated and learn to apply
Swedenborg's teaching from a
position both of knowledge of
Swedenborg and of an
understanding of the world and its
struggles and those of particular
individuals. The solar wind is a
wonderful image of the Lord imbuing
our world with meaning.
The teachings that we have can
do something similar with our life,
both personal and corporate, but
only if they are truly allowed to
spread out throughout our lives.
They need to influence all aspects of
our life, our behaviour, our
relationships with others and with
ourselves. There is no hiding from
the solar wind, nor what it
represents of the Lord coming to us,
a thought which is both inspiring and
terrifying, because it implies
tremendous potential for change! Let
us read Arcana Caelestia, but let us
also expect it to change us as the
Lord's presence works in us.
Yours sincerely
David Lomax
(abridged)
Dear Editor
The Swedenborg Society
Many readers of Lifeline may by now
be aware that I have recently taken
up the position of Secretary of the
Society in succession to Madeline
Waters. While many readers will be
long standing members, not all New
Church people are and may not be
aware of our publications and the

benefits of membership. We have a
lively newsletter, "Things Heard and
Seen" (edited by former Lifeline
editor Patrick Johnson), and this is
mailed to all members three times a
year. In addition, we have begun to
publish a prestigious annual journal.
This is available to members at half
price (currently £2.50). This year's
journal, due out in the Autumn, will
contain ground-breaking articles by
American academic Gregory
Johnson tracing the influence of
Swedenborg on the philosophy of
Kant and Schopenhauer.
We have an ambitious
publishing programme which
includes a reprint of the whole of the
"Spiritual Diary" in five volumes (to
be completed this year), "The Five
Churches", a compilation of
quotations from the Writings on this
topic with commentary by Patrick
Johnson, a revised and expanded
edition of the Rev. Michael Stanley's
"Swedenborg: Essential Readings"
and the English translation of Lars
Bergquist's distinguished
biographical study, "Swedenborg's
Secret". The latter two books should
appear in the course of 2003. In
addition, we have the full range of
the Writings in print, as well as many
modern collateral works published
by the Swedenborg Foundation in
stock or available to order.
Membership of the Society is
open to all with a genuine interest in
Swedenborg, irrespective of
religious affiliation, but we do
particularly value support from
committed New Church people.
Annual membership is a minimum of
£5 (£2 for those over 65) and life
membership is £50 (£20 for senior
citizens). Married couples may enrol
at one and a half times the single
rate. We can accept subscriptions
(and book orders) by Mastercard or
Visa credit cards or by Switch or
Delta debit cards.
Yours sincerely
Richard Lines
Secretary

Readers Letters
Dear Editor,

Dear Editor

I write in appreciation of your
interesting May Edition. I too share
the sadness expressed by the Rev
Bruce Jarvis, when I hear or read
the things he refers to.
Your comments on Solar Winds,
brought to mind the words of the
Lord, when He told Nicodemus, that
it was an absolute necessity to be
born anew," the wind blows where it
will, you hear the sound but cannot
tell where it is coming from, so is
everyone
born
of
the
Spirit." (John3:8), We read in
Doctrine of the Lord number 49, that
"by Spirit is meant the Life of the
regenerate, which is called Spiritual
Life." The Spirit of Divine Love and
Wisdom effecting our regeneration,
(see TCR 142)
I fully endorse the sentiments
expressed in the letter from Renee
James. For a number of months now
I have been involved in a new study
of the Arcana seeing what is said as
the progressive states of
regeneration, which is proving to be
most rewarding and uplifting.
I am not sure what the Rev Ian
Russell is propounding in "Before
Breakfast". I see the coming
together for worship, as an act
where each person comes before
the Lord, acknowledging their
indebtedness to Him, and with
others as a sign of Charity, "brethren
dwelling together in unity", exhibiting
the two ruling loves of Heavenly Life,
the Lord and the neighbour.

I found the May edition of Lifeline
particularly stimulating. A number of
articles seemed to be linked,
sometimes through echoes and
similarities, sometimes through
contrast or even dissonance. Was
anyone else struck by the fact that
an article on the front page about
literalism in reading the Bible was
matched by the appeal to look
beyond this through what
Swedenborg writes in Arcana
Caelestia, which both Renee James
and John Elliott advocated?
There was also an implicit
contrast in references to science.
Alan Misson showed us beautifully
how modern science can lead us
deeper into correspondences in an
inspiring and even challenging way.
However, the scientific world is not
always willing to allow such spiritual
meditations to emerge from its
discoveries. Bruce Jarvis indicated
that science and religion can run in
parallel, but the religious "hardliners"
are often reacting against an
aggressive polemic (admittedly only
from certain scientists, but some
very vocal ones) which denies the
possibility of any spiritual plane.
Perhaps Julian Duckworth's article
helps us here. He stresses the
importance of holding in tandem
ideas, which may be in tension or
balance or even true on different
levels. The relationship between
science and religion is a very good
example of something along these
lines. Each position has something
to offer. Polarisation takes place
when each stance either claims that
it holds a monopoly on truth or
denigrates an alternative approach.

Yours sincerely
Norman E Riley

Lifeline

Contributions should be sent to the Editor,
27 Woodland Way, Shirley, Croydon, CR0 7UB

Dialogue and exchange then
become impossible.
In John Elliott's introduction, he
points out that for some people what
Swedenborg writes about Scripture
may have a limited appeal. Bruce
Jarvis' article explains why, to a
certain extent, as it indicates how
easy it is for the Bible to be misused.
Unfortunately, that is a negative
association, which will be there for
many people when they come to
anything which Swedenborg has
written on this subject. I think it is
useful to remind ourselves of this,
and to be honest about the fact that
this dichotomy may occur. There is a
tremendous amount of irony here,
because we are trying precisely to
bring something to life which many
debates, like that between some
forms of science and some forms of
religion, only serve to bury beneath
mounds of argument and acrimony.
However, I think we need to be
honest that this is a major force in
the culture in which we live. An
examination of much of the reporting
of the issue to which Bruce refers
only reinforces this sentiment.
I wonder if we have a key to
some of this in returning to Alan
Misson's piece on the solar wind
and the College News article. Alan
suggested to us that the solar wind
had something to do with Divine
presence. The College item was
about presence too, perhaps not in
an overtly theological sense. It
nevertheless had a definite
presence to it in the sense that it
was the only piece in the magazine
written by someone who is not a
member of the New Church. I
suggest that gives it a totally
(Continued on page 11)

Alan C Misson
Tel: 020 8777 5098
Email: alanmisson@btinternet.com
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