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Silence

A

s I grow older I find that I appreciate silence more and more. Youth tends to want
all spaces filling, and all times to be full of excitement and sound. In youth
silence seems to mean nothing but emptiness and boredom. But in age, silence can
become more and more pregnant with significance and potential. Why?
Take petitionary prayer for example. When we ask God for something in prayer, it
often appears that either God is not listening, or just not deigning to answer us. The truth
is that it is we who have not yet learned how to hear His answers, due to the deafening
effect of our own natural thoughts and desires.
JOURNAL OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE NEW CHURCH

We read that when asked by the Pharisees to accuse the woman taken in adultery,
Jesus remained silent. Again, on the evening of His arrest when Jesus allowed himself
to be led "like a lamb to the slaughter" -first before the high priest, Caiaphas, then before
Pilate - and they gave Him the opportunity to defend himself - he remained silent. What
did his silences mean?
And with his death on the cross, Jesus' enemies thought they had silenced him for
ever. Or had they? There was Mary Magdalene, for example, who, standing weeping
beside Jesus' silent and empty tomb, heard the gentle calling of her name by the Lord.
It's not that the Lord is really silent and unanswering, but how can he be heard
except when all our ordinary clamourings of heart and mind are silenced. He is the "still,
small voice" that can only be clearly recognised once the "wind, earthquake and fire"
have been silenced.
When God appears to be silent, or if we find the Word of the Lord not 'speaking' to
us, perhaps we should ask ourselves 'what noise in me is drowning it out?'
So Easter is a good time for us to remember that when the Lord appears to have
gone as silent as the tomb in our lives, in reality He is very much alive and with us
always.
The Lord says: “He who has ears to hear, let him hear"
And as the Lord puts it in John's gospel,
"Before long, the world will not see me any more, but you will see me.
Because I live, you also will live."
John 14:19
Rev Michael Stanley
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Forgiveness
The forgiveness of sins has always been an absolutely
central factor in religion. In the Christian religion it is
something that goes to the very heart of the teaching of
Jesus. This teaching has perhaps never been better
explained than by William Blake in the introduction to his
poem, The Everlasting Gospel, written in about 1818:
“There is not one Moral Virtue that Jesus inculcated
but Plato and Cicero did inculcate before him; what
then did Jesus inculcate? Forgiveness of sins. This
alone is the Gospel, and this is the Life & Immortality
brought to light by Jesus. Even the Covenant of
Jehovah, which is this: If you forgive one another
your Trespasses, so shall Jehovah forgive you, That
he himself may dwell among you; but if you Avenge,
you murder the Divine Image, & he cannot dwell
among you; because you Murder him he arises
again, & deny that he is Arisen, & are blind to spirit.”
The words “sin” and “sins” are not much used these
days outside churches, and sometimes not very much
within them. The expression “living in sin” has more or
less disappeared from the language and the word is
probably most often used in a frivolous context as when
someone says that tucking into a box of chocolates is
“sinful”. But sin is a serious business. The primary
meaning of the word is the breaking of a divine or moral
law, such as one of the Ten Commandments.
We
should remember that these commandments have a
deeper spiritual meaning as well as a literal one. In the
original Greek the word “sin” means “missing the mark”,
as when an arrow misses its target. We have all
experienced the disappointment and sense of failure
that occurs when we fail to achieve an aim we have set
ourselves. We can usually get over a specific
disappointment. If I fail an examination, I can work
harder and sit it again in the hope of passing, or I might
choose another subject that suits me better. There is
also a sense in which people feel out of tune with the
world, out of harmony with the divine source of Being
which often goes unrecognised for the real source that it
is. There may be a sense of separation from God. That
is a sense only, New Church teaching tells us, because
God does not want us to be separated from Him.
The teaching is quite clear. God is Love, He is
absolute mercy, and He continually forgives our sins.
Like the sun, which beams out its warmth and light, His
love and truth never cease. We can turn away from the
Lord, just as our planet turns its face away from the sun
at night and in the winter is furthest away from it in its
orbit around it, so that we receive less warmth and light.
Yet many people still do not see things like that. They
seem to have a mental picture of God as a sort of
celestial headmaster, a bearded figure in the sky writing
down our sins in a book and handing out punishments,
both in this world and the next. Perhaps this false image
still holds many people back from a belief in a divine
source of life. We must remember that God never
changes. He is still Love even when I am filled with
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hatred for others. It is our sins that punish us, not God.
If you harbour a resentment or nurse a grievance (it
may be a great thing or it may be some small slight to
your vanity), what happens? The grievance grows within
you like a plant that has been watered. It can make you
ugly within, the bitterness it engenders can sometimes
even lead to physical illness, and it is certainly bad for
you spiritually. It will make you self-centred and if love of
self takes over, where is there room for love of the Lord
and the neighbour? As Blake put it, you murder the
divine image in which you were made. How then can He
dwell within you?
Sometimes there is a place for anger. If it is
expressed swiftly, and (most importantly)
proportionately to the wrong you have suffered, its
effects can be therapeutic, both for the wronged one
and for the wrongdoer. The Lord himself was angry
when He drove the money-changers from the Temple. I
am not, of course, advocating behaviour like “road
rage”, a particularly unpleasant and disturbing
phenomenon of our time, its most important feature
being that it is totally out of proportion to the wrong (or
alleged wrong) done. Yet there are occasions when
angry words will “clear the air” and set things on a right
course. In his short poem A Poison Tree, Blake put it
like this:

(Continued on page 3)

Is Jesus our “Lord”?
Well, of course! Or at least he should be. Doesn't it say
so in hundreds of hymns and prayers, as well as in the
New Testament and the Writings? Well, yes, but still…..

them want us to. We've come to distrust such attitudes
as pretension and pomposity. Are we able to see Jesus
as Lord in the way it meant in Bible times?

What does this word mean to most Englishspeaking people nowadays?

Besides Jesus said himself that he came "not to be
served but to serve" (see Matthew 20:28), also that he
regards his true followers as friends, not servants (John
15:15) and that his "kingship" is not of the usual kind
(John 18:36-37). I guess that most of us regard him as a
kindly teacher, counsellor, friend or companion, rather
then any sort of ruler - though we do see his teaching as
having authority for us. We recognise this in some of
our hymns and prayers - but do we do so enough?

I don't know of any systematic survey on this question,
so I shall have to guess: For some people “Lord” brings
up pictures from history of rich noblemen who wielded
absolute control over their soldiers, servants and
peasants. For others the picture is rather of modern
men who wear ermine robes at ceremonial occasions,
and maybe have a voice in the upper house of our
Parliament - though not for much longer, thank
goodness. One picture scary, the other rather amusing,
but both totally irrelevant to our daily life!
Could there be a better word for describing Jesus'
position of authority in our lives? - Master? Governor?
President? Director? Boss? Chief? Leader? Guru?
Some of these just make us smile, and none seem quite
right to me, yet they all convey something of the
meaning of the Hebrew, Greek and Latin words from
which our ideas come. It's a problem, the way that
human language changes - and varies between
countries. Most of you reading this, I guess, are quite
capable of keeping a realistic idea of what "Lord" could
mean in describing Jesus, but…
Is this how you really feel towards Jesus?
We are not accustomed nowadays to treat monarchs,
prime ministers, archbishops or anyone else with the
kind of awe they once inspired in people, nor do most of

(Continued from page 2)

I was angry with my friend
I told my wrath, my wrath did end.
Then he continues,
I was angry with my foe
I told it not, my wrath did grow.

The poet goes on to say how he watered and
sunned his wrath, his poison tree, until it bears an apple
which kills his foe.
If you can forgive (however hard it may be at the
time, and sometimes it is very hard indeed), you are
letting the Lord’s love flow in and you too will be
forgiven. The disciple Peter once asked Jesus, “How
many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins
3

In starting most prayers with "Lord Jesus Christ",
and in starting worship by attributing to him "glory and
dominion", etc., do we risk giving visitors the impression
that we worship a remote, austere monarch? I feel sure
there are still people around who were given such an
idea when young, but later reacted strongly against it,
and will "run a mile" from us if they suspect we support
it.
Jesus is a "foot-washing Lord"!
(See John 13:12-15) Or you may prefer the term from
Graham Kendrick's hymn, "The Servant King".
We
should not lose the idea of his truth ruling us, nor the
sense of his absolute power, but we must always keep
these in balance with his compassion, understanding
and humility - and somehow show this in the words we
use.
Rev Ian Johnson

against me? Up to seven times?” Jesus said, “Not
seven times, but seventy times seven.” The number
does not matter. The saying means that the healing law
of love compels us to forgive.
When you have a sense of guilt, a sense of
unforgivingness, when you harbour a resentment or a
grievance, take a good look at yourself. You will find that
there is much that you can do by changing your attitude
to those around you. Try expressing more love, more
understanding, in both words and deeds. In this way the
positive power of the Holy Spirit is released, and that
cleanses you. It is the result of your own action. You do
not have to wait for someone else to act. As the Faith of
the New Church tells us, men and women must act as if
from themselves, but must believe that the Lord is
acting in us and through us.
Richard Lines

In Memoriam
Mrs Gertude Elizabeth Vale, of Churchill House, Ludlow, who died on 6 March 2002 aged 96 years.
Dearly loved mother of Sheila Kirk and Kenneth, Phillip, and Norman Ryder, and a beloved grandmother and greatgrandmother.

Swedenborg Birthday Celebrations.
Swedenborg birthday celebrations were held at the New
Jerusalem Church, Accrington, On Saturday 9th March
2002.
The day started with a Coffee Morning arranged by
the members of the Memorial Institute, at which £130
was raised for church funds.
In the afternoon the Annual General Meeting of the
Area Council was held, and was attended by members
from Accrington, Blackpool, Clayton, Preston and
Burnley churches. Following the meeting tea was
served to 57 friends, this being prepared by Mrs Nellie
Thomas, with the help of the ladies of the church.
In the evening a very enjoyable musical concert was
given by the ‘Concord Singers’ under their conductor Mr
L Young, bringing a very happy day to an end.
May Liversage

New Jerusalem Church, Accrington

Womens League Benevolent Fund
The Annual General meeting of the Benevolent Fund will be held on Saturday May 11th
at the Clayton-Le-Moors church commencing with a service at 2.30pm.
The service will be arranged and conducted by Mrs Pauline Grimshaw
and the organist will be Mrs Jean Chambers.
Following the meeting tea will be served at approximately 4.30pm.
Anyone who is able to come to Clayton will be warmly welcomed, and we hope for a good attendance.
May Liversage
Secretary
National Womens League
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Person to Person - The Gospel of John
This is the second part of the serialisation of the late Rev Paul Vickers’ commentary on the Gospel of John.
Paul commenced his work with the following words:

“It seems incredible to say that we could form part of a group learning from a disciple who
walked and talked with Jesus Christ, and yet that is the opportunity John's gospel opens up.”
CHAPTER ONE
19 - 34 John The Baptist and the first disciples
Having explained the way God comes into the world, the
gospel begins to tell this disciple's story of how the work
was done; but we must read it as more than a story, for
he will remind us continually of the purpose behind the
earthly event. Obviously we shall find it difficult to
comprehend the life in Jesus, the wisdom of God's love;
and we can understand how it works only in
comparisons with our own growth in Christian life.
Nevertheless it is possible, in this way, to gain enough
idea of what happened in the life of Jesus to be able to
understand what it has done for us, and how we can
accept the salvation he offers.
As we would expect from his introduction, the first
step is by the work of John the Baptist, "the witness to
the light". No record of Jesus' birth is given; that has
been covered by the explanation of how he came.
Nevertheless, it must be remembered that some thirty
years of the Word living in the human had taken place in
Jesus. He had become aware of the selfishness he had
taken on through birth from Mary; and he had been
tempted by, and resisted, all the evil which enters our
minds right through into adolescence and adulthood.
When he begins his ministry most of the work has been
done, and he has brought God's presence as the Word
into almost all human living. Only the last temptations of
the Passion remain. So Jesus speaks very much as the
divine presence.
It is important that the work of the Baptist should be
told before that of Jesus. We need to understand what it
is that enables men and women to get in contact with
the saving power Jesus has brought to them. This first
stage is not done without God, for his love always
ensures that we are free to choose the motive from
which we will live our life. Though we may have chosen
evil ways and be living selfishly, God brings an
equilibrium by the things he allows to flow into our mind,
and again we can make a choice to reject the
selfishness. In a selfish state, change may only come in
small stages; but the opportunity to change is
continually renewed in us.
So we need to listen first to the witness that will
enable us to change our motives and receive Jesus.
Without this work of repentance and a willingness to
change our lives, nothing can be done by Jesus to
change our nature. The most essential thing in seeking
to know Jesus is to listen to his messenger, to examine
5

our lives, and repent of any selfishness we see active
there. Many feel that this is a time when the love of God
is not present with us, when we are alone, striving to
understand and restrain our selfishness. We have to
realize that God is with us in our striving and temptation.
Only the strength of his love enlightening us makes it
possible for us to resist and conquer.
19 - 23 And this is the witness of John, when the Jews
from Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to him to ask
him, "Who are you?" And he confessed, and did not
deny, but confessed, "I am not the Christ". And they
asked him, "Who, then? Are you Elijah?" And he said, "I
am not". "Are you the Prophet?" And he answered,
"No". So they said to him, "Who are you? We need to
give an answer to those who sent us. What do you say
about yourself?" He said, "I am a voice shouting in the
wilderness, 'Make straight the way of the Lord', as
Isaiah the prophet said".
John's baptizing has caused such a stir that the
religious authorities in Jerusalem send to discover what
is happening. The term "the Jews" becomes John's way
of referring to those Jews who did not accept Jesus and
who had now become persecutors of the Christians. So,
in the inner meaning of the gospel, "the Jews" are the
evil in men and women which seeks to prevent their
salvation. The double assertion "he confessed and did
not deny but confessed" is a characteristic of this
gospel, and such "double statements" may arise from
the constant thought that both understanding and living
from love are involved in any decision. "Christ" is the
Greek equivalent of the Hebrew "Messiah", and means
"The Anointed". The Jews had long awaited the
Messiah promised in the Scriptures, but they thought of
him as a national ruler for the Jews, not as the love of
God anointing human life as it was doing in Jesus.
Malachi 4:5 promises that Elijah will come before the
day of the Lord. Deuteronomy 18:15 says that God will
raise up a prophet. John denies that he is any of these
three figures, expected to bring great changes for the
Jews. Instead, he describes himself in the words from
Isaiah 40:3, familiar from the Synoptic Gospels.
The "voice shouting in the wilderness" is the perfect
description of our state when we begin our change to
Christian life. We are a wilderness, barren of spiritual
life, and nothing grows of real love for others or any
deeds of service. We may appear to help others, but our
motive is to serve ourselves in all that we do. All our
wanting is for ourselves. It is in this wasteland that the
commands of the Scriptures cry out to us to change, to
(Continued on page 6)
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choose to live our lives in service to our fellows, and
make a straight path to God in the way we live. Our
choice to repent and change the motives of our life is
the only beginning for the coming of God. (This gospel
never uses the word "repentance", metanoia, but the
call for a change in life is clear.)
The Baptist denies that he is the Christ, as we
would expect, for we know he is only a witness to the
true light. Although Jesus later identifies John's work
with that of Elijah, John also denies that he is Elijah or
the expected prophet, and this makes clear our earliest
state in becoming a Christian. We do not have as yet
the understanding of truth that makes it able to direct
life, either in its first or subsequent states. There is no
prophet to illuminate the true way with real
understanding. As yet, all we can see is the truth
shouting out what is evil and false in our present way of
life, and calling to us to change the way we live.
24 - 28 Now those sent were of the Pharisees, and they
questioned him and said to him, "Why then do you
baptize, if you are not the Christ, or Elijah, or the
Prophet?" John answered them, saying, "I baptize with
water, but one whom you do not know stands among
you. He it is who, coming after me, ranks before me;
and I am not worthy to undo his sandal thong". These
things took place across the Jordan in Bethabara, where
John was baptizing.
The Pharisees concentrated on separating God's holy
people from the rest. They demanded strict obedience,
not only to the Law but also to a multitude of added
restrictions. It was unlikely they would look with favour
on a desert prophet assuring all kinds of people that
they could be saved. Their own rituals included
washings, but they only baptized heathen converts and
not Jews, as John was doing. Passages in the prophets,
such as Ezekiel 36:25, might suggest the Messiah
baptizing, but they questioned John's right to baptize
people. Bethabara is not accurately known. The root
meaning is 'a ferry boat', and a ford across Jordan,
probably in the region of Jericho, seems likely.
The only use of truth at this early stage of Christian
life is to wash away the evil in our life. We shall see in
chapter 4 that the "water of everlasting life" is the truth
the Lord shows us in his Word. John baptizing is the first
use of the truth we learn from the Word. The
commandments and demands made in Scripture tell us
to wash away the evils of greed, hatred, lust and
covetousness so as to leave room to think of others and
serve them. All the discipline of obedience is involved in
this baptism, for only so can we turn away the sins we
commit by our usual way of life. We shall need to
examine ourselves and see how much of the life we live
is lived just for ourselves. We must then layhold of the
obvious activity of our selfishness and reject it in the
way we live, changing our behaviour at work, at home,
6

with our workmates, our family and our friends. Only
such a change in the way we live can bring us out of our
wilderness.
John contrasts such a use of truth washing away
evil in baptism with the actual presence of truth in
Jesus. This presence is always among us, but it is "one
we do not know", for we cannot know truth in itself while
our life practises evil. Only removing our selfish ways by
change in our daily life can open up the opportunity to
know the real nature and power of the truth. We must
not be deceived into thinking that learning about truth
will illuminate our lives. We can only know the
implications of truth when we have a life that accepts
and serves others. Our love for them is part of the very
truth that can enlighten us. John expresses this by
saying that his way of seeing and using truth to remove
evil is in no way the vision on life that real truth brings.
Not even the lowliest part of that vision, its "sandal
thong", can be touched until we have repented of our
evil and begun to change our lives.
Whilst John is doing this work, he is said to be
"beyond Jordan", for at this stage we have not entered
the Holy Land itself. Jordan marks its boundary, and
stands for all those first truths which introduce us to
Christian life and help us put away our evils. We stand
at the threshold of a new way of life and the river of truth
has begun to flow, even though as yet it only shows us
how we are divided from the soul's true country.
29 - 31 On the next day, John saw Jesus coming
towards him and said, "Behold the Lamb of God, who
takes away the sin of the world. It was about him I said,
'After me comes a man who ranks before me, because
he was before me'. And I did not know him, but I came
baptizing with water so that he might be shown to
Israel".
Luke begins his gospel by showing that the birth of John
Baptist was associated with that of Jesus because their
two mothers were kinswomen. John's statement that he
did not know Jesus does not contradict this; he means
he did not know Jesus was the one who would baptize
with the Holy Spirit. The term "Lamb of God" would
come easily to those who had been brought up to
regard the Passover lamb as the symbol of the
redemption of Israel by the Lord. At the first Passover,
the blood of the lamb marked them out as innocent
among the guilty Egyptians. The other gospels do not
use the term "the lamb", but it is a constant theme in the
Book of Revelation.
To hail Jesus as "the Lamb of God" reminds us of
his innocence. Innocence does not mean just that he
was not offending and in some vague way was
harmless. It is a very positive characteristic which
means that he was innocent of any thought for himself.
(Continued on page 7)
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This total absence of selfishness is the very power and
strength of divine life. It acts without any thought of its
own satisfaction, seeking only the good of others. This
is the only kind of life that can save us from our
selfishness, and Jesus came on earth to bring it into our
condition.
The idea of "taking away sin" also needs clear
thought to avoid misunderstanding. It has been thought
of as a magical way Jesus removes all our sins by his
life, regardless of our behaviour. We need to realize
that, although only the innocent life of God in him can
take away the evil in our lives, it still requires our action
of repentance to use what he has provided.
John distinguishes his own call to repent from the
revelation by Jesus which "ranks before" because it
"was before". Jesus is revealing the divine wisdom itself
which was before any human activity. The Baptist's use
of truth warns us against our evils, but it cannot know
truth as the way of love. It only prepares the way for it to
be revealed when we wash away our selfish behaviour.
32 - 34 And John bore witness, saying, "I saw the
Breath descending as a dove out of heaven and it
rested on him. And I did not know him, but he who sent
me to baptize with water said to me, 'The one on whom
you see the Breath descend and rest is he who baptizes
with the Holy Breath'. And I have seen and borne
witness that this is the Son of God".
In all the gospels the appearance of a dove at Jesus'
baptism is mentioned, although it is not clear who saw it.
In both Mark and Matthew it reads as though Jesus saw
it, but Luke speaks of "a bodily form as a dove", which
presumably others might see. Here it is John who sees
the sign, and it is one he has been told to look for. It was
a sign of the "Holy Breath". So far as I can, I shall

translate in this way instead of the customary "Spirit",
because it helps to understand the idea if we remember
that the word means "breath", the capital letter
reminding us that it is a special use. The Latin root of
spirit has the same meaning as the Greek pneuma
(breath), but that is not obvious in English, and we tend
to separate the word from its root meaning of 'breath'.
As the gentle lamb was used of innocence being the
whole nature of Jesus' love, so now the harmless dove
is used of the thoughts it sets flying in the mind. These
are the ideas of truth which come from such love and
can help us cleanse our lives of evil; so the dove
appears at the baptism. It is identified as the Holy
Breath, because this is the life of truth Jesus can
breathe into our minds to save us. The "breath" of the
holy life Jesus was building on earth breathes
continually into our minds to help us now. He is that
near to each one of us, only a breath away!
John goes on to call Jesus "the Son of God". The
term was associated with the Messiah in the Old
Testament (Psalms 2:7 & 89:27) but the usage is not
very common. It is not possible to know what others
than Jesus meant by the term, but John here probably
understood much of its real meaning. The Prologue to
the gospel has shown us how God came to us in Jesus,
bringing the love of God to our level by coming as the
Word. It is this wisdom of love, born into the world of
God our Father, which is the Son, and it is his way of
redeeming us. Without separating his love, God came to
us as the Word and brought his love into the level of our
life, so that it could be breathed into us again if we
would accept it.

Person to Person - The Gospel of John
To be continued

From the Writings ….
The Lord is perpetually present with every person,
wicked as well as good, for no one could live without His
presence. But His coming is restricted to those who
receive Him, and these are those who believe in Him
and keep His commandments. It is the Lord's perpetual
presence, which gives a person the faculty of reason
and the ability to become spiritual. This is brought about
by the light, which comes from the Lord as the sun of
the spiritual world, which a person can receive in his
understanding. That light is the truth, which gives him
the power of reasoning. The Lord's coming, however,
takes place with the person who combines heat with
that light, that is, combines love with truth. For the heat
7

radiated by that same sun is love for God and towards
the neighbour. The Lord's presence by itself, and the
enlightenment it brings to the understanding, can be
compared with the presence of sunlight in the world;
unless it is combined with heat, everything upon earth is
desolate. But the Lord's coming can be compared with
the coming of heat, which happens in springtime. Since
then heat is combined with light, the earth is softened
up, seeds sprout and bear fruit. Such is the parallel
between the spiritual environment of a person's spirit
and the natural environment of his body.
True Christian Religion 774

A Table, Two Chairs, and a Bookcase
The Table
I have a strong conviction that I was once told that a
small bed-side table had been bought from Richard
Shearsmith, Swedenborg's landlord in Clerkenwell, and
that it was later given to the New-Church College. This
was probably the table that stood by Swedenborg's
bedside at the time of his last illness just before his
death in 1772 and on which he wrote his last work An
Invitation to the New Church. When the College moved
from Woodford Green to Manchester about 1970 many
pieces of furniture were sold to 'dealers', but I rescued
the small table that I believed came from Swedenborg's
lodgings.
The table-top measures 890 by 530mm (35 by 21
inches) and bears signs of extremely careful repairing. I
feel quite sure that the wood is eighteenth century. If
this is the table associated with Swedenborg's last
earthly hours, then it is certainly worthy of preservation.
It now stands in the hail at my home in London.

The 'Noble' Chair
Rev Samuel Noble was minister of the Cross Street,
Hatton Garden, New Church in the early part of the
nineteenth century. He died soon after the mid-century.
In his vestry in Hatton Garden stood his chair - a
handsome chair for a handsome man. About 1875 the
Cross Street congregation moved to new premises in
Camden Road, Holloway, and brought the chair with
them. It stood in the vestry there. When the
congregation moved again - in the 1950's to North
Finchley, the chair was taken along and placed in the
new vestry there. Again, when the Finchley people
moved to Greenhill, they took the chair but put it in the
cellar.
Space
w a s

needed, and it was decided to scrap the old 'Noble'
chair.
The Table
I
begged to have it; and it now stands in my sitting-room.
I regard it as a handsome old relic that should not be
destroyed but lovingly and expertly preserved.

The 'Summer-House' Chair
In my student days at the New-Church College in
Woodford I was lucky enough to have a nice wooden
easy chair in my room. Fastened beneath the seat of
this chair and secured with drawing-pins was a sheet of
paper, with the following statement: 'I brought this chair
from Sweden. At one time it stood in Swedenborg's
Summer House in Stockholm.' The statement had the
signature of Eugene J. E. Schreck. I still have this chair
in my study in Whetstone, and when people come here
for a chat they sit on it, little realising where it came
from. I'm glad I rescued it from 'the snare of the fowler' I mean I'm glad I had it as a gift from the college. It
stood at one time in Swedenborg's Summer-House in
his garden in Hornsgaten in Stockholm in Sweden.
Schreck brought it over! Good for him!

The Bookcase
The ‘Noble’ Chair

Genuinely Art Nouveau, and absolutely spot on! The
(Continued on page 9)
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date of manufacture is 1901, and the bookcase was
made by one of England's finest cabinet-makers in the
City of Bath. It was presented to Rev Henry Gordon
Drummond by his congregation as a token of the love
and respect for their minister at the close of his
pastorate among them. I have traced the provenance of
this lovely piece of furniture and can vouch for its history
and considerable worth.

W h a t
happen
these

w i l l
t
o

Henry Gordon Drummond was Tutor in Theology
and Swedenborgian Studies at the college in Woodford
in my student days (1935-1939). He was well loved by
all who knew him. He officiated at my ordination into the
ministry of the New Church at South Manchester in
1939. I bought the bookcase from the college authorities
at the time of the transition of 1970, and have valued
and used it ever since. I feel that it should not leave the
church. It is valuable in a number of different ways: as a
'good' piece of furniture; as an article of use and beauty
in its own right; and as a token of love and respect for
one of our church's finest pastors and scholars.
But why am I telling you all this? What possible
interest can readers of Lifeline have in a table, two
chairs, and a bookcase? Perhaps more than we think.
First of all I am putting it down simply for the sake of the
record. It is only right that others should know what I
know and feel about these things, their history and
background and whereabouts. Yes, others should know.
But I have a problem to solve and an axe to grind too.

The ‘Summer-House’ Chair
interesting artefacts when I am no longer here to love
and care for them? There are many possibilities, of
course. I believe that - almost more than anything else
at this present time - the General Conference of the
New Church in this country needs a 'centre'. It is a very
useful thing indeed to have a 'centre'. The General
Church has a centre - in Bryn Athyn. The Swedenborg
Society has a centre - in Bloomsbury. North of England
New-Church House has a centre - in John Dalton
Street, Manchester. Conference has no centre. I believe
strongly that we need a 'centre' for the General
Conference in this country, to which we can all look with
pride and confidence. An office, an administrative spot,
an address, a housing for our Library and Archives, a
centre for outlook and outreach, an identifiable place on
the map: all these and much more.
I believe that such a centre should be in London,
and that it should be a 'working' centre, a real place with
people. I would be very happy for my table, two chairs,
and bookcase to be part of the furnishings of such a
place as this.
Rev Dennis Duckworth

The Bookcase
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Since the beginning of January and until Easter, the
College has been sharing its premises with a mental
health support group called the Creative Living Centre.
Creative Living Centre was established in 1994 by
therapists and mental health service users as an
innovative way to respond to the needs of people
experiencing mental or emotional distress. It is now a
registered charity, and is run by a combination of fulltime and volunteer workers. It has a philosophy of
actively valuing and respecting the individuality of each
person.
Creative Living Centre has its own premises near
the Tesco supermarket in Prestwich, but building works
demanded that these were vacated for a short while,
and College offered the use of their building so that the
services provided for the users of the Centre could be
continued. So it was that they had the use of the Lecture
Room downstairs as a drop-in reception centre, and
three of the study bedrooms upstairs for their therapists
to use as treatment rooms. Entry was not through the
College front door, but by the garden entrance, and
signs directed Centre visitors round the front of the
building to their own entrance. The Centre offers a
variety of complementary therapies including
Reflexology, Acupuncture, Massage, Reiki,
Aromatherapy, Homeopathy and Flower Remedies, as
well as English for language development.

It has been an interesting experience for College to
share with the Creative Living Centre. There was extra
pressure on the use of the Library, as there was greater
competition to use it, and on the study bedrooms when
College had overnight visitors, but things always
seemed to work out. In everyday use, the whole
dynamics of the building changed, as people were
entering from both ends, and the stairway was a point of
interception between the two groups of users. The feel
of the building was changed, too, in a way difficult to
describe. It was at the same time open, as new people
were present and their gratitude and cooperation were
evident, and closed in that we tended to try to stay out
of each other’s way to respect privacy and
confidentiality.
Would we do it again? Unqualified yes!
Alan Bowie

Assistant Minister to Minister
I am very pleased to say that Rev Mary Duckworth has
been accepted by the Conference Council as a
candidate for moving from Assistant Minister to Minister.
Mary is currently participating in an Ignatian Spirituality
Course in London. This is part time for three years.
Amongst many other aspects, this course offers insights
and training in Spiritual Direction. The skills learned will
enhance Mary's work for the Conference organisation,
particularly in one-to-one scenarios and group work.
This initiative of Mary's is a wonderful one, especially in
the context of RENEW.
The New Church College Board of Studies has
agreed an outline support programme for Mary. This
includes advanced study of Swedenborg's Writings,
opportunities for comparing Ignatian and
Swedenborgian spiritual concepts, together with retreats
and tutorials.
This whole process is a new venture. We can look
forward to a celebration in 2004.
Ian Russell
Senior Minister.
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The New Church Centre Growth Trial
The process of setting up the Trial has moved forward
relatively quickly during the winter months, and in April
the Project Team will be recommending to the Executive
where, in their opinion, the Trial should be held. They
soon hope to have some applications for the post of
Trial Leader on their desks, and will shortly be
advertising for an Assistant Leader. How has the Team
arrived at this position?
Back in November a letter was sent out to all Societies
in the country inviting them to consider whether or not
they would like to be the location for the Trial. Those
that did were asked to complete a questionnaire. This
was designed to assess how a particular Society
compared to a set of criteria put before Conference last
July. Initially six Societies responded 'yes', but after
further consideration one of these retracted. The Project
Team then had five 'bids' to consider. They came from
Bristol, Burnley, Dalton, Greenhill, and Keighley. After
assessing the submissions, the Team placed one
Society as meeting most criteria, another meeting the
least criteria, with the other three, being very much on a
par with each other, in between. The Team had
previously decided that it would visit just the two most
suitable Societies before making a recommendation. In
the circumstances it was decided that it would be
appropriate to visit four of the five to complete the
assessment process.
These meetings were held during the month of
March. Their first objective was to ensure that each
group clearly understood what the Trial involved and
what the implications for them were, should they be
chosen as the Trial location. The second objective was
for the Team to get a 'feel' for the group. Was the
energy there? Was there the capacity to support the
Trial leaders? Was the core group genuinely interested
in embarking on this challenge of reaching out in new
ways? The third objective was for the Team to assess
whether the premises, in their view, were appropriate for
the task in hand.

The Project Team has completed this part of its task
and will shortly be making its recommendation to the
Executive.
Running in parallel with the work leading to the
recommendation of a location, the Team has set about
recruiting the Trial Leadership. The Job is open to
ordained New Church ministers. Advertisements for the
position have been placed in New Church publications
world-wide in an attempt to attract the best possible
candidate. The Job Description for the Leader was
developed with a great deal of care and consultation. An
Appendix to the Job Description has been produced
which gives potential applicants some idea of the
concepts involved in the Trial and other background
material. A Terms of Employment document has also
been produced and an Application Guide which
completes the job information pack.
Similar documentation has also been prepared for
the position of Assistant Leader. The Project Team
envisages this as being a part time position open to lay
people as well as ministers, but it will only be advertised
in this country as it is hoped a local person will apply. An
advertisement for this job is scheduled to appear in the
May edition of Lifeline.
The Team really appreciates the time and effort put
in by all groups in their consideration of this project, both
those who decided 'No', as well as those who decided
'Yes'. It is a project that is designed to answer two vital
basic questions.

1)

Do our church Societies have a future?

2)

What is needed to make a church centre
community viable in these days of cultural
change?

The progress of this Trial will be of interest and
value to every group in Conference, not just where the
Trial is located. Its mission, to quote from our Mission
Statement, is “to express, share and experience with
others in life, an inclusive, non-judgmental vision of
God's Kingdom”. Those words give an indication of the
breadth and depth of what is being attempted in this
challenging venture.
Project Team
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Readers Letters
Dear Editor,
I am writing in response to Rev
Dennis Duckworth's letter in the
February issue of Lifeline. He asks
is it possible that our aggressive
Western life-style physically and
psychologically hurts many nonWestern lands. He goes on to
mention that the Rev Ian Johnson
seems to suggest so in his letter
published in the October issue.
Personally, I am convinced that our
Western life-style is adversely
affecting, and literally infecting, nonWestern lands. However, my main
reason for responding to Rev
Duckworth's letter is to put forward a
personal perspective of that terrible
event on 11th September in New
York.

Dear Editor,
We are pleased to enclose with our
compliments a copy of ‘Talking With
God’, by Gwynne Dresser
Mack ,which we have recently
published in a joint financial venture
with the Swedenborg Bookstore,
Boston, USA. It has been agreed
that we will supply Britain.
We are making this publication
available to New Church/
Swedenborg Book distribution
centres in UK. We trust that these
centres will wish to take stocks but
at this point in time we are unable to
tell you which ones are.
Of course, this book has been
published before. This current
edition includes material which

In general, at the age of 65, I
consider myself on the way to
becoming a Christian, and as I
understand it, a fundamental
principle of Christian living is not to
give evil for evil. I do not think there
can be any excuses, no matter how
terrible the event, that can justify a
'Christian' ignoring this injunction. It
is either a stepping stone, or a
stumbling block to being a follower
of Christ.

However, the consequences of
meeting evil with evil, has caused,
and is still causing just as much
suffering elsewhere. Without a
conscious decision to love your
enemy, (in the sense of not giving
evil for evil), the world will go on
being ruled by negative emotions
and pessimistic thinking, and
violence shall continue to be used to
obtain results through might rather
than right.

The intense suffering that was
experienced by those trapped in the
World Trade Centre in New York
was horrific, they were indeed the
victims of an evil act committed by
persons unknown, regarded as
terrorists by some, and as freedom
fighters by others. The one word,
Anarchic, unites both.

Yours sincerely
George Young

Gwynne Dresser Mack had in her
original version but which was
omitted in the Arthur James, mainly
the statements from Swedenborg' s
spiritual writings. We have included
these at the end of each Chapter.
We trust that you will be able to
find some space to draw your
readers attention to its availability.
Thanking you in anticipation of your
co-operation.
Yours sincerely,
Neville Jarvis
Secretary/Manager
The Swedenborg Lending Library
and Enquiry Centre
Australia
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