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Conference Service - The Sermon
“Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.”
I must be honest and begin this sermon by sharing with you that these past three days I
have not been able to get this single verse of scripture out of my mind. I say this
because they are part of the memories I carry with me from the Convention's past when
we debated a new structure for our denomination. Many of us, including myself, you
see, felt as though the changes were too great - that the church we knew and loved
was, in a sense, being put to death. We did not know want his to happen. And I have
heard similar concerns here this week. And so, that memory has been given new life.
But this has not been a bad experience at all. For indeed, they remain beautiful
words. Truthful words. Words that remind us of what it really means to love and care for
another person. Words that remind us of the importance of sharing our lives fully and
completely with other children of God; being their servants, helping to carry their loads,
offering to hold the Christ - light for them in this journey through life. Yes, these are
words that place before us what life is ultimately all about.
But I have also been reminded of the fact that these words speak so clearly to the
Global New Church in 2001. For we find ourselves amid a time when we are being
called by God to lay down our life as a church. And that call is being uttered, in spite of
how deeply we love the New Church and regardless of how much it has meant to us.
Yes, the Lord is calling us to lay the life of the church down, so that it can be made new.
And what I now feel compelled to share with you, is that if we are truly dedicated to the
Lord, if we are true believers in God's Word and the teachings of the new evangel, then
we will lay down the old, so that the new can emerge, and grow, and prosper. And we
will do so as a sign that the greatest love is part of our being.
(Continued on page 2)
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Conference Service - The Sermon
(Continued from page 1)

Each and every one of us here realises that we live
in a changing world. This is such a challenge, isn't it?
Think back to yesterday, and your discussions of the
World Wide Web. Unheard of just a few years ago. I
also think of your new form of ministerial education dispersed learning. And I think of our new model within
Convention in the Swedenborgian House of Studies. We
also envision new forms of being a church - where
workshops and programmes and retreats become the
source for our spiritual nourishment.
But you are not alone in these discussions. For from
Canada to New Zealand, from America to Great Britain,
from South Africa to Europe, change is the norm. And
amid this, as we face a shortage of ordained clergy, as
we become aware of our lack of new members, as we
see churches that are closing their doors. We wonder,
"Lord is this what it means to be made new?" But what
we really meant to ask is, "Lord, is the end drawing
near?" There is another way of looking at, for perhaps,
our Lord is asking us to lay down our lives, so that we
can be re-born.
I shared with you a bit on Monday of our recent
Convention. But one event I did not tell you about was a
session in which four of our clergy spoke of the church,
and their hopes and dreams for it. One of these new
ministers shocked us who listened as he proclaimed,
"Today is a good day to die!" Yes, you heard me
correctly. He joyously proclaimed, "Today is a good day
to die". An then he went on to explain that unless we are
willing to lay down our lives for the Lord, our church, and
all sense of ownership and responsibility for it, then we
have no reason for being. Especially we have no right to
lay claim to being the New Church. For if we are not
willing to die, then we have no right to life from God.
But is today a good day for us to die as a church?
That's a painful and difficult question, isn't it? And this
truth is underscored in our reading from the 5th chapter
of Revelation. This is exactly the meaning of this vision.
The one who sat on the throne held that scroll, and John
lamented seeing it. He knew within his mind and heart
that no one was worthy of opening it, and that reality
brought tears to his eyes. But even so, he was told,
"Don't cry! Look!" And one who was worthy was found,
and that one, had been willing to die.
This one chapter places so much before us of what
we hold dear within our teachings. You've studied the
images and know the correspondence, so I am sure you
understand what I mean. That scroll - that incredible
Book of Life, hold so much to teach us.

continued ...

something else. It allows us to see "What is, and was
and shall be" when we are open to the Lord's leading.
Yes the Book of Life, when it is opened reveals all, and
we wonder what we will discover about our true inner
selves.
But let us look at this another way for a moment.
What would our reaction be if that Book of Life were
written about the New Church? What would its pages
reveal to us within the Swedenborgian Church? As we
struggle with the Lord's attempts to make us new, this is
a very important question. I know that it was for
Convention as we struggled with a new structure for our
church. This issue dominated our thinking.
Firstly, our laity wondered if the church they had
built and supported had become that irrelevant to the
modern world? Second, many of our clergy questioned
if their lives of devoted ministry had been worthwhile.
Had they somehow failed the Lord? And lastly, we all
wrestled with thinking if what we had become was really
that bad? So bad that it needed such radical change.
Yes these questions haunted us. Yes, the "would
of's, could of's, should of's" were real, and we, like John
cried. But then, we affirmed the rest of the story. We
remembered that our Great Seer had revealed
something else. For as we are taught in Apocalypse
Explained 297, "The Lord is present with all, and from
Divine Love He seeks to save all. And thus, He wills
continually to lead all to Himself."
These words told us an invaluable truth. The Lord
could lead us too! And acceptance of that truth made us
worthy! And then, then we realised that the church we
had known and loved and cared for was not bad, or
irrelevant, and it certainly was worthwhile. And we knew
this because it had brought us to this place and time.
And suddenly, with that affirmation, it became a good
day to die, and be reborn.
My friends, tonight I just want to assure you of
something. You are worthy! So don't cry. Instead, look
for the wonderful things that the Lord can do. See him
coming in the clouds. Behold his Glory! For as we are
told by the psalmist, "We shall then be like trees planted
in the house of the Lord. And we shall flourish in the
Temple of our God!"
Yes, look toward the future with hope and
confidence, and joyfully proclaim that it is the Lord who
has made you, who is re-making you, so that his Glory
may be served through all that you do, always. Greater
love has no one than this.
Amen
Rev Ron Brugler

We like John, oftentimes feel unworthy to open it,
lest the "would of's, could of's, might of's" of times when
we have shut the Lord out of our lives be revealed. But
our teachings also assure us that the scroll uncovers
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President of the General Convention of Swedenborgian
Churches in North America

Conference

Wednesday 25th July

Wednesday morning was given over entirely to the Book
of Revelation. The opening service included a new song
written by Rev Clifford Curry and using words from
Revelation. We were then treated to a session entitled
‘See-Sing-Hear, Talk about Apocalyptic Images of
Renewal’. This was built around six paintings produced
by Roland Smith depicting images described in
Revelation. Each picture was described in a different
manner and heralded by a trumpet call! Following each
description we joined in more verses of Clifford’s new
song to add to the dramatic effect.
The six pictures were:
The Son of Man

Revelation 1: 12-20

Throne of Judgement
and the Sealed Scroll

Revelation 4, 5: 1-6

The Blazing Mountain

Revelation 8:8

The Woman clothed
Revelation 12
with the Sun about to give birth
The Scarlet Woman

Revelation 17

City of Light

Revelation 21,22
Roland Smith

A full description of these images and their meaning
has been printed in Outlook and also made available as
a separate handout together with postcard sized
reproductions of the pictures.
After coffee there was group discussion on
Revelation with each group studying one of the pictures
and talking about it’s meaning.
Finally before lunch Rev Mary Duckworth led
everyone in a meditation on the Holy City.
After lunch Conference returned to the subject of
RENEW with there linked sessions; a plenary
discussion, group discussions and then an opportunity
to look at a specific RENEW area in greater depth.
The plenary discussion gave everyone the
opportunity to raise matters of concern and listen to
other points of view. Many of the comments and
questions were around the education proposals and
some speakers noted that the mornings presentation on
Revelation had been a good example of the education
work that should be done. In general the mood of
Conference seemed more positive to RENEW than it
had been on Tuesday.
The Son of Man
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(Continued on page 4)

Conference

Wednesday 25th July continued ...

(Continued from page 3)

At this stage everyone split up into smaller groups
so that further discussion could take place. This proved
to be of great benefit as many people felt more able to
talk in small groups than in the main session. Finally
there was time to take part in one of four short sessions
on a RENEW topic; management structures,
communication and the web, residential and church
growth trial, education. These sessions enabled people
with particular interest in a specific area to discuss to
proposals in a little more depth.

There were lots of lovely hymns and songs by the
choir and a special musical item for three instruments
commissioned for Rita Russell’s ordination.

The evening meal was early on Wednesday to allow
time for the coach ride into Derby for the Conference
Service. The Derby church was full and even one of the
coach drivers came in for the service and sang heartily.

The Ordination
Rita’s ordination was led by Rev Robert Gill and
every word could be clearly heard throughout the
church. It was a beautiful and moving occasion. And
then Rev Ron Brugler gave the Sermon (see pages 81
and 82).

Derby New Church

After the service everyone was treated to the
hospitality of the Derby church before returning by
coach to the Hayes Conference Centre.

Rev Ron Brugler gave a lovely children’s talk. He
got all the children to come to the front . He then laid a
piece of string into a circle to represent the church. All
the children wanted to go inside - then other members
of the congregation joined them and the circle got bigger
and bigger.

Duncan

The Children’s Talk by Rev Ron Brugler
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Rita and her children
Lara
Peter

Conference

Thursday 26th and Friday 27th July

The opening service on Thursday morning was led by
Rev Rita Russell with an excellent children’s talk on
change mainly illustrated by getting the children to break
eggs. Whatever they did to the eggs they could not be
changed back to their original state!
Another session on the Book of Revelation then
followed. Rev Dennis Duckworth, who by the time you
read this will have celebrated his 90th birthday, gave a
wonderful illustrated talk on eleven of his paintings of
images in Revelation. The subjects of the paintings
were:
The Son of Man
The Seven Churches
The Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse
The White Horse
The Women bringing forth a man child
The Bottomless Pit
The Word of God
The Tree of Life
The Holy City
All these were completed paintings. But he also
described one he was still working on: The Heavenly
Marriage. The whole session was entertaining, thought
provoking and highly informative.
After a beak for coffee we were back to RENEW,
with a final opportunity for questions and answers and
debate. So many people wanted to speak that the
session went on till after lunch. Some expressed
concerns, others wanted to share their support for the
proposals. A number of speakers wished that the
Writings could be given a stronger emphasis in the work
of RENEW. There was debate about the finances, with
some worried that too much money would be spent too
quickly. Others commented that only if we took risks
would we make progress, but we needed to realise the
hard work that would be involved.

Rev Dennis Duckworth presents his painting of
The Son of Man
After a break for tea there was a report on the work
of the Committee for Auxiliary Ministry and then a
further opportunity to join in one of four interest groups
on:
New Church Historical Society
Letting go of Christianity
Paul
A Sense of Community

Rev Norman Ryder
Rev Alan Lewin
Rev Geoffrey Clarkson
Helen Brown

Overall the feelings of the members at Conference
had become more positive about the RENEW proposals
since the start of presentations on Tuesday morning but
important reservations were still being expressed. This
was captured in the resolution then placed before
Conference:

After the evening meal the New Church Children’s
Society held it’s annual meeting which was followed by
the Social. Many talents were exhibited during the social
with plays, singing, poems, a viola duet and a Maori
equivalent of “heads, shoulders, knees and toes..” to
name a few of the acts.

"The Conference, having heard the proposals
presented by the RENEW team,

Friday morning was concerned mostly with a review
of how Conference had been with votes of thanks to all
those involved in it’s organisation. Conference
concluded with a service led by Rev Ian Russell which
focussed on our need to be bound together within the
principle of one church, one faith, one Lord. And then
lunch and farewells.

Resolved: That the Council be authorized to
implement the proposals, having regard to the
reservations expressed during the Annual Meeting."
The vote on this resolution was an almost unanimous
yes!
We then sang a hymn and joined in prayer.
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(I am indebted to Lara Nicholls, whose presentation
back to the West Wickham congregation formed the
basis of the reports of Conference in the October and
September issues of Lifeline. Editor)

New Church Historical Society
The Annual General Meeting was held during the
General Conference at The Hayes Conference Centre,
Swanwick, on Thursday 26th July. It was attended by a
score or so of members and interested observers.
The Minutes were approved; the Secretary/
Treasurer Pauline Grimshaw reported a satisfactory
balance in the bank; Norman Ryder commented on his
Convenor's Report, which reflected an active year on
the Society Committee's part. He noted that the Journal
had acquired an international flavour with contributions
from Australia and South Africa.
Bev Johnson suggested that we should consider
tape recording oral history. Dennis Duckworth told us of
a number of documents in his possession which were of
importance to our history. He mentioned papers
concerning; Louisa Adcock (a 19th cent traveller to
Australia); the Goyder Smiths of Camden Road; Adam
Howarth; the Hiller Family, the Revs J R Rendell's and E
de la Roche Rendell; Rev T Pilkington ; and some by M.
Jourdain about the New Church in France. He
questioned whether such collections of papers should
be published, or where they should be deposited.
Norman Ryder felt they should be, edited, transcribed
and put on CD-ROM disks from which copies could be
made when required. Mabel McCallum reminded us that
there were many records at New Church House.
Patrick Johnson reported that he had completed the
18 pages of his bar-charts showing the lifespans of New
Church Societies, which were now available in eighteen
A4 sheets, for £2 the set (see Annual Journal 2000). It
detailed the societies, their ministers and when there
had been new buildings and was intended as a handy

AGM 2001

instant comparative reference system. He presented an
enlarged and coloured version on the wall which
showed that during the 19th century, when church-going
was popular, the New Church had been a considerable
success. A number of the original societies established
in the 18th cent were still alive and well, seeming to
have more staying power than many established later.
The chart highlighted closed churches which perhaps
required historical documentation before too much was
forgotten about them. He also noted that the most
recently established societies were located in seaside
towns, presumably partly catering for the retired. The
chart showed that the number of new societies fell
drastically in the 20th century, when we had started
even fewer churches than in the last two decades of the
18th.
As the main course, Norman Ryder delivered an
interesting and entertaining paper entitled 'Chalk and
Cheese' discussing the relations between Robert
Hindmarsh and William Cowherd, successive ministers
of the New Church in Salford in the early 19th century.
Whereas Hindmarsh was a staunch Swedenborgian
Cowherd was more liberal. He eventually seceded from
the Church and began the 'Bible Christians', who
popularised vegetarianism. Why had Cowherd invited
Hindmarsh to Salford, and why had the latter accepted
the invitation, when they should have been well aware
they had many points of difference? If you wish to find
out the paper will be published in the Society's Annual
Journal.
Patrick Johnson

Looking back, looking forward
Since my ordination on July 25th 2001 I am no longer a
student at the New Church College. For a few months
over two years I have waited for heavy brown envelopes
to fall through my letterbox. Their arrival meant lots of
reading, writing and studying, but very importantly to
me, a wonderful sense of fellowship with the other
students who were also coping with the contents of their
brown envelopes. There was also the promise of
stimulating and enlightening tutorials when other points
of view and insights were shared with tutor and students
alike.
During the last academic year I have also visited
many societies to lead worship and observe a wonderful
variety of ministers serving the Lord in their own
individual way. I have travelled over 12,000 miles to fulfil
my training schedule and slept away from home on 127
nights. This has certainly been a cost in human terms as
well as financially for the College!
What will I miss? Most certainly it will be the Winter
and Summer Schools, and the regular get-togethers for
the Ordination Students which took place about every
6

two or three months. I will probably have withdrawal
symptoms at the beginning of February 2002 when the
students are gathering for several days of lectures,
sharing, socialising, laughter and fun, outings to various
churches to share in worship leading, enjoying
Glennyce's cooking, and, of course, the meal out with a
social to follow. What won't I miss? - probably the brown
envelopes and the anxiety of taking part in oral
assessments and presentations.
But what of the future? I will still be giving
presentations and being assessed, not this time by
College assessors, but by those people who will
hopefully be sharing worship and studying with me. Will
all my training bear fruition? With the Lord's help I will
do my best to serve the people to whom I am called to
minister. I will still be connected with the College but in a
different capacity as a tutor and consultant rather than a
student. I trust that the future will be a fulfilling one.
Rev Rita Russell

A Successful Recipe for the Future
Childrens Camp 2001
Take 29 children aged between 9 and 12 years and 5 leaders.
Place all in Purley Chase, Warwickshire.
Separate the girls from the boys at night but mix together during the day.
Pour in the Bible story of Joseph and blend with handicrafts on the theme.
Mix in games and introduce one big outing to the zoo half way.
Sprinkle with matins and vespers and boil up a last night social.
Simmer for one week and turn out the mixture, remembering to invite back next year.
Result - hope for the future.

… and what the children wrote…
"I learnt a lot about helping others"
"I learnt you don't have to have a big part to be noticed"
"I learnt that if I give I'll get"
"I learnt lots of new songs about people"
"I learnt about forgiving others"
"I have learnt that learning about God doesn't have to be boring"
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Regeneration
The word "renewal" is one which is very much in the
thoughts of New Church people at the moment. I want
to link that theme with that of the regeneration or
spiritual rebirth of individuals which we read about in
the story about the visit of Nicodemus to Jesus in
Chapter 3 of John's Gospel, for without the renewal or
regeneration of individual people there can be no
renewal of an institution and the whole purpose of
institutional renewal is to assist the regeneration of
individuals, or the saving of souls, if we want to use
somewhat old fashioned language. I am sure that all of
us would like to see many more people attending our
own churches on a regular basis, many more people
reading the Bible with the guidance of the Writings of
Emanuel Swedenborg which show us the deeper or
spiritual meaning within the letter of the Word.
The purpose of any spiritual revival, however,
should not be to swell the numbers of churchgoers of
any particular denomination, but to assist in the
regeneration of individual men and women, to help to
form that real “New Church” which transcends the
multiplicity of different religious forms and traditions.
"The Lord's church is scattered all over the
whole terrestrial globe, and thus is universal.
All are in it who live in the goodness of charity
according to their religious belief"
Heaven and Hell 328
I read recently that the New Church "in the highest
and most universal sense" is a new spiritual
consciousness through which the presence of the Divine
is seen to be in all things and to pervade every moment
of a person's existence. To achieve this new spiritual
consciousness a process of regeneration or rebirth is
necessary and (this is something of crucial importance)
no one can become regenerated without co-operating
spiritually in the regeneration of others. This cooperation can take many forms, but I think especially of
those everyday acts of kindness inspired indirectly, if not
directly, by divine love.
All this may seem far removed from our
contemporary scene where churches of all
denominations are losing members fast and are
struggling to make their voices heard. Take the Roman
Catholic church, the largest of all the Western Christian
churches. The crisis in the Catholic church is arguably
greater than that in the Church of England, whose
decline as the church of the "establishment" has been
frequently noted. According to The Tablet, the thinking
person's Catholic weekly, the Catholic church in
England has no strategy to deal with the lack of
vocations to the priesthood, has ageing congregations,
and there is a clash between contemporary values and
the official church. The situation throughout Europe has
led one American religious sociologist to describe our
continent as "a religious catastrophe" and to claim that
Europe was "the most godless quarter on earth".
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Even allowing for an element of exaggeration, this
paints a very gloomy picture indeed and it is one that we
need to bear in mind when we contemplate our own
renewal programme in our own church. While there are
still many intellectuals who dismiss all religion with the
disdain of an eighteenth century French philosophe or a
nineteenth century scientific positivist, I doubt if they
have a great influence on the bulk of ordinary people.
Most of us at some time in our lives ask searching
questions about the fundamental questions of existence.
What is humanity? What is the meaning and purpose of
life? What is the origin of suffering and what end does it
serve? What happens when we die? Some scientists
say that science has, or will soon, provide all the
answers to these questions, but science, even at its
most sophisticated, can only tell us "how" things
happen. For answers to the "why" questions people
still look to religion. Cardinal Koenig, the former
Archbishop of Vienna, has said that "people generally
find a religious vacuum intolerable for any length of
time". Religion, in its broadest sense, is something that
belongs to the essence of what makes us human.
Although religion without rationality lacks both depth and
force (and we in the New Church with our tradition of
studying the works of one of the greatest of the
scientists and philosophers of the eighteenth century
Enlightenment ought to be well aware of this), religion
appeals to something much more than the intellect. It
appeals above all to the heart. "The heart has its
reasons which reason knows nothing of", as Blaise
Pascal, the great French scientist and religious
philosopher of the seventeenth century put it.
What brought you to the New Church? Don't tell me
that it was because your mum and dad brought you
along or there is a New Church tradition in the family, or
because you sat down one day and read True Christian
Religion and were convinced intellectually. I think we
would all affirm, although we might not be able to
express it very clearly, that we were moved emotionally
(just as we are moved by a beautiful piece of music or a
poem), that we intuited that the teachings of the New
Church are "true", even though they cannot be "proved"
like a mathematical theorem.
Of course, there are dangers in a religion that is
based almost wholly on emotion. The "happy clappy"
Evangelical movement, which requires its followers to
leave their brains at the church door, may only be a
temporary phenomenon. Remember the parable of the
sower and the seeds that were sown in stony ground.
They shot up quickly, but withered and died because the
soil could not give them the necessary nourishment.
There is a great spiritual hunger in our world today, a
great searching after ultimate things, but the irony is that
this hunger rarely brings new people into established
church institutions. Is it the Gospel that they are
rejecting (incidentally very often a gospel of which they
are almost wholly ignorant) or is it church institutions?
(Continued on page 9)

(Continued from page 8)

Sometimes it seems to those outside that church
people are more committed to the church as an
institution than to the Gospel it preaches. That they are
concerned with things like sexual orientation, which
many people today consider irrelevant, that they are
concerned with issues of organisation to the exclusion
of the message that the church is there to preach. Then
there is the "silo" mentality. The Christian church seems
to consist of so many different denominations, each of
which thinks that it is the nearer to the truth than all the
others. Even today, we still talk about people outside
our membership as "outsiders", as though they are
aliens to be worked on and brought into the fold, rather
than as fellow men and women who are our brothers
and sisters. We need to recognise that there are, even
within Christianity itself, many different ways to God,
that one way is not more "right" than another.

In his very wise sermon Nicholas Stacey went on to
say that it takes courage and faith and confidence in the
Holy Spirit to embrace the death of an institution in
which one has been nurtured without any clear idea of
the shape of what will take its place. These words seem
eminently applicable to our own situation. Do we have
the courage, the faith and the confidence to let go of
cherished institutions and practices that may no longer
serve any useful purpose? Do we have the courage, the
faith and the vision to let go of those things that are an
encumbrance rather than a help today?

Many New Churchmen believe that this church is a
special dispensation, even though the history of the past
two hundred years has shown that numbers of
adherents have never been very large. Would the New
Church (in its proper sense) have grown more quickly if
the teachings of Swedenborg had penetrated more
widely into existing Christian bodies? Have the
teachings given through Swedenborg become
"institutionalised" within certain sectarian bodies so that
they have ceased to have appeal to those outside those
bodies? These are hard questions and I know that they
may be hurtful to many who have spent their lives within
the organised New Church. This is not just a problem for
us. I was reading a sermon by an Anglican priest, the
Reverend Nicholas Stacey, this week and he said this
(thinking largely of his own church):

Stacey's interesting suggestion is that what he calls
"a new look church" will require "the maximum of trained
and articulate laity and non-stipendiary priests, who are
successful in their secular employment, and the
minimum of paid clergy, organisations and buildings". I
suspect that we are already moving in that direction
ourselves. My plea is that we should not try to centralise
our efforts too much. It is more important, in my view, to
harness the talents of lay people in local church centres
than to concentrate too much on new salaried officials
who are expected to cover the whole country. Nicholas
Stacey thinks that "...perhaps the main work of the
church will be done through small groups of people
meeting in their own homes and places of work for
communion and mutual support in working out how best
they can serve society through the secular structures."
These are wise words and ones that I believe we should
ponder.

"Church leaders today have a fearfully difficult
job. Managing a declining organisation is very
tough at the best of times but the public
expectation is that they should be reviving the
institution when secretly many of them must
realise that this is not possible and that the
present dying institution has become a barrier
to building the kingdom of God."

"The wind blows wherever it pleases. You
hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it
comes from or where it is going. So it is with
everyone born of the spirit."
John 3: 8

Richard Lines

New Church House
An open meeting to discuss the future role of New Church House will be held at the New Church College,
25 Radcliffe New Road, Radcliffe, Manchester, on Saturday 27th October.
It will commence at 2pm with tea and biscuits followed at 2.30pm by a discussion of new ideas which, we
hope, those attending will bring with them.
For further information please contact Jean Chadwick Tel. 0161 477 1046
Jean Chadwick Secretary New Church House
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News from the Churches
Bradford
Two regular attendees at church, our oldest to the
youngest.
Mrs Margaret Jackson, 91 years young
and
Miss Sharmaine Fitzgerald, 2½ months old
Photo taken September 2001
You are older than the world can be,
You are younger than the life in me;
ever old and ever new,
keep me travelling along with you.
And it’s from the old I travel to the new,
keep me travelling along with you.
From one of our much loved hymns here in Bradford

Seaburn Dene
Thirty-four people have booked for our residential week-end at Ridley Hall in Northumberland at the end of
September. (We should still be able to fit in one or two more who would like to come, but don't delay. Speak to
Madeleine Taylor as soon as possible.)
Plans for the gathering are well underway. Bedrooms have been allocated. Daytime activities have been finalised subject to change and popular demand! Packs of information, including travel directions, will be distributed a few
days beforehand.
The grounds are looking lovely, and we hope for fair weather so that we can enjoy them. Still, should the weather be
inclement, table-tennis, pool, snooker, table games (and snoozing) should keep us out of mischief!
(There seems to be an increasing trend for church congregations to go away for a weekend together in order to build
a greater sense of community through sharing worship, learning and play activities. Editor )

From the Writings ….
God's life is present in all its fullness not only with good and religious people, but also with wicked and irreligious
people; and in no way differently with the angels of heaven and the spirits of hell. The difference is that the wicked
block the path and close the door, to prevent God entering the lower levels of their minds; whereas the good smooth
the path and open the door, also inviting God to enter the lower levels of their minds, even as He dwells in the
highest levels. By this they adjust the state of the will to receive the inflowing love and charity, and the state of the
understanding to receive the inflowing wisdom and faith, in other words, so as to receive God.
True Christian Religion 366
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Letter to America
To:

Rev Ron Brugler,
Rt. Rev Peter Buss,

President of the Convention of Swedenborgian Churches in North America
Bishop of the General Church of the New Jerusalem

Dear Ron, Peter
I was shocked by the appalling events in New York and Washington yesterday. I'm sure I speak for the members of
the New Church here in expressing our sympathy with the American people and especially with our New Church
friends in America. You must be stunned by what has happened. We pray for all those who have been killed or
injured, or who have lost friends or relatives, and for the doctors, nurses and rescue workers trying to help.
In love and friendship,
Gordon Kuphal, Secretary of the General Conference of the New Church

Dear Gordon,
Thank you so much for your words and prayers. I will forward your email to our churches. We all remain in a state of
shock and sadness. I know that it has been confirmed that one of our members was a flight attendant on the second
plane to hit the World Trade Centre.
Another member in Kansas has a son who worked there, and she is waiting to hear from him. Our members in New
York and Washington are all ok, but shaken due to the fact that several have lost loved ones in this tragedy.
Again, thank you for your concern and prayers. The powers of the hells can certainly cause much heartache.
God Bless,
Ron

Dear Gordon,
Thank you so much for your warm communication to me and to the members of the General Church. I am deeply
touched by your taking the time to write to me and send the affection of the General Conference at this time.
We have not heard of any members or friends of the New Church who were killed, although it is pretty certain that a
number of people are close to those who have died. The problem is, of course, that at the moment they remain
missing. I was deeply saddened to see on the television today that 100 people from the United Kingdom are
presumed to have died in the World Trade Center.
Times like these cause us to reflect on the amazing workings of the Lords Providence. Under no circumstances does
He desire the evils which He has to permit, but He has to allow them, as one who most unwillingly sees suffering, for
the sake of the freedom and thus the eternal happiness of everyone. At the same time, His merciful Providence goes
to work right away to lessen the suffering, and to build in unseen ways some good that comes out of evil. We can
and should indeed say, "it would have been better by far had it not happened." But once it has happened, the Lord
helps us to look forward and rebuild a different but a good future.
With much affection to you and to all our friends in the General Conference of the New Church.
Peter Buss
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“(Nothing) will be able to separate us from the
love of God…”
Just a month ago these words, from the Epistle to the
Romans, were read by the Duke of Edinburgh at a
service of remembrance at St Paul's in London and they
were also quoted by President George W Bush in a
service of prayer at the Washington National Cathedral
in the USA. None of us will forget the shock and horror
we felt as we watched the unfolding tragedy in New
York and Washington. It seemed unreal at first, but then
the reality hit us as we learnt of the scale of loss of life
involved in this unprecedented act of terrorism. This was
an outpouring of great evil against thousands of
innocent lives.
And yet as we watched on our televisions or
listened to our radios we soon heard of the immediate
and tremendous response of the police, fire and medical
services, whose people rushed to be of assistance to
others and in many cases lost their lives seeking to save
the injured. This was an outpouring of great goodness
for the sake of thousands of innocent lives. It was a
clear reminder, if we needed it, that "nothing will be able
to separate us from the love of God", not even the worst
nightmare of a terrorist attack. However desperate the
situation appears, however hellish the onslaught, God's
love is still there, available to all, and it showed in the
great acts of heroism and bravery and sheer
determination to help the injured and find the lost.
The Service of Prayer in Washington was especially
moving because it included many different faiths not just
being represented but taking part in the service. The
first prayer was by the Very Reverend Nathan Baxter,
Dean of Washington National Cathedral.
Following a beautiful rendition of America the
Beautiful the next prayer was led by Dr Muzammil H
Siddiqui, Imam, Islamic Society of North America. His
prayer combined words of the Koran with his own
words.
And then there were scripture readings by a Rabbi,
a Methodist Minister, and a Catholic Cardinal followed
by a short sermon by Rev Billy Graham. And throughout
all this there was a real sense of the oneness of God
and His unfailing love for all people. But how should the
World react to this outrage, how should the Nations
respond, what should we say or do?
This is the time of year when we celebrate Harvest,
when we pause to thank God for "all good gifts around
us". It is easy when thinking about harvest to
concentrate on the teaching about good and truth given
in the parables,"Still other seed fell on good soil, where
it produced a crop--a hundred, sixty or thirty times what
was sown. He who has ears, let him hear."

12

And yet the parables also tell us important lessons
about how we should handle evil and falsity;
Jesus told them another parable: "The
kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed
good seed in his field. But while everyone was
sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds
among the wheat, and went away. When the
wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the
weeds also appeared. The owner's servants
came to him and said, `Sir, didn't you sow
good seed in your field? Where then did the
weeds come from? An enemy did this,' he
replied. "The servants asked him, `Do you
want us to go and pull them up?' `No,' he
answered, `because while you are pulling the
weeds, you may root up the wheat with them.
Let both grow together until the harvest. At
that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect
the weeds and tie them in bundles to be
burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into
my barn.' "
Matthew 13:24-30

As we continue to think and pray about the terrible
terrorist attack in America on September 11 we should
reflect on these words in Matthew. They tell us so much
about the true nature of heavenly life and how we
should react to evil and selfishness not only in the world
around but also in our own lives.
Alan Misson

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?
Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?
As it is written,
"For thy sake we are being killed all the day
long; we are regarded as sheep to be
slaughtered."
No, in all those things we are more than
conquerors through him who loved us. For I
am sure that neither death, nor life, nor
angels, nor principalities, not things present,
nor things to come, nor powers, nor height,
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will
be able to separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord.
Romans 8:35-39

