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The Evil of Terrorism and
the Lord’s Leading
He does not afflict willingly, nor grieve the children of men. To crush under His feet all the
prisoners of the earth, to turn aside the right of a man before the face of the Most High, to
subvert a man in his cause, the Lord does not approve. Lamentations 3: 33-36

JOURNAL OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE NEW CHURCH

The whole world has been shocked by a premeditated, carefully planned atrocity. We have
spent the last days grieving over untold suffering, experienced by those who did no wrong,
who merely lived and loved and worked in one of the greatest nations on earth. It is so hard
for any of us to comprehend an evil which would plan such deeds, or to come to grips with
the sorrow of those left behind. As we turn to the Lord, therefore, we seek for comfort, and
for answers. "Why, Lord, did this happen?" "Why did You allow it to happen? Could you not,
Almighty God, have prevented it, and with it such suffering?"
And we ask other questions too - wishing to understand the extent of a wickedness
which would lead people to behave in this way, and then wondering how we can confront this
evil, and how the Lord will be with those who have suffered, to rebuild their lives. Indeed,
how can we work with the Lord in that rebuilding?
Why?
Why does evil happen? Because there is no happiness unless there is human freedom. That
is the first principle of the Lord's love and wisdom. He created human beings in His image,
and that image allows them to act from their own loves according to their own thoughts.
Many lower freedoms can be restrained and limited, but the freedom to love what we choose
to love and to believe what we choose to believe are sacred in the Lord's eyes. Human life,
love and happiness depend on this provision. One passage says "The Lord could lead
people into good ends by omnipotent force, but this would be to take away their life." (Arcana
Caelestia 5854)
If we were automatons, we could not enjoy one single thing, for none of it would be ours.
The Lord made us in a most miraculous manner, for we receive all life from Him, but we are
free to use that life to follow Him or not, and in the choice of following Him to feel the joy of
heaven. Therefore He also says that without freedom we could not be human, we could not
be regenerated, and we could not have immortality and the happiness of heaven (Divine
Providence 96; Spiritual Diary 398; DP 16). "To leave someone from freedom to do evil also
is what is called permission" (AC 10778).
Out of darkness into the light.
There is another reason why He allows evil to be performed. All too often evil lurks in the
darkness of the human imagination, planned, intended, working in secret to destroy people's
minds. All too often it poisons the hearts of their children and friends, turning them to hatred
and vicious thoughts. Evil that is not seen for what it is can seem good. People can talk
about national pride and the need to be a great nation, and use these ideas to let others think
that no crime in the name of their great nation is bad. But when the crime comes out into the
open, everyone has a chance to see it for what it is - the expression of hell, not of some great
cause. Were it not allowed to come out it may indeed spread far and wide within, like fire
inside wood or poison in a wound not opened (DP 251, 278, 281); and when at last it breaks
forth it may be worse by far.
We have seen the face of evil this last week. It is horrifying, but it stands in the clear light
of day. It can have no excuse for its actions. We can confront it. We can see how group or
(Continued on page 2)
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The Evil of Terrorism …
(Continued from page 1)

national hatred, nourished and excused, is the spirit of hell.
Our nation, indeed the world, is able to stand up to
terrorism.
In no way of His will.
Now let us be very clear. The Lord did not intend this evil.
In no way did He allow it in order to teach us a lesson.
When something terrible happens, we may be tempted to
say that it must have been of the Lord's will. He is all
powerful, therefore if something happened, He made it
happen. It is part of His great plan. We mustn't think so. He
is devoid of all evil, He does only good. The Lord didn't
want this to happen, and if He could have done so without
untold spiritual damage, He would have prevented it.
"He does not afflict willingly, nor grieve the
children of men. To crush under His feet all the
prisoners of the earth, to turn aside the right of a
man before the face of the Most High, to subvert
a man in his cause, the Lord does not approve."
Lamentations 3:33-36
It would have been better by far had these terrorist
attacks never happened. They are not of His providing. He
Himself, with gentle love, created all those who suffered in
New York and Washington and Pennsylvania. They are His
precious, most beloved children.
We can picture Him
weeping over them in their sorrow, even as He wept, so
many years ago, over Jerusalem. He allows such deeds,
as one who is most unwilling, but who won't destroy our
chance for salvation by removing the human condition. For
the Lord to remove human freedom would be to do evil.
(AC 7877)
Grieving.
Knowing that allows us to grieve, for what happened was
not what He willed, any more than the Holocaust or
countless wars were anything but anathema to Him.
Grieving is a part of our response to terrorism. We need to
take time to weep, to feel the loving Lord with us in our
sorrow, for the Lord's mercy is love grieving. The Latin
word for mercy is "misericordia," grief of heart, love bowed
in sorrow when evil hurts - as it always hurts - those who
did not deserve it. As we are in sorrow, thinking of all who
suffered terribly, we can imagine too the Lord's sorrow, for
evil that is done to us is done against the Lord and all that
He wills. (See AC 5195: "evil exists outside of the Divine
from others who are opposed to the Divine").
He is in charge in the midst of all evil.
But there is more. He goes right on ruling, even when evil
hurts others. He allows bad things to happen, but He goes
right to work to help, to heal the hurt, to comfort the
destitute, to strengthen and rebuild, and to give us some
joy - maybe in the process of time a special joy - in
repayment for our suffering. One passage says that:
"the evils which go forth by permission [He] continually
surveys, separates and purifies, sending away what are not
in agreement, and discharging them through unknown
ways." (DP 296).
Think of those words - He surveys them - reviewing, as
it were all the parts. We are overwhelmed by the events in
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continued
New York and Washington and Pennsylvania. He looks at
each minute thing that happened, and He does something
about it! He separates the evil from the good in all of us,
purifies us during our time of sorrow. He has infinite ways
to discharge the evil, moving it out of our lives over
perhaps many years, so that eventually it is gone. In all
tragedy the Lord is there, doing good (AC 5155; SE 1088).
And, in the very deepest sense, He provides in time that
nothing evil ever succeeds!
How is that, we might ask? Well, the terrorists certainly
succeeded in creating great suffering. But, more deeply,
they wanted to impose their will on a people, and we know
that they will never succeed in that! They wanted to
influence the world in their favour, and they have not done
that. They want to have people believe that such acts are
righteous, and no sane person believes that. And why not?
Because the Lord is the God of heaven and earth, and
even in its darkest moments He is still acknowledged as its
ruler, and His laws are being followed. By His birth and His
glorification He ensured that it will always be so, and that is
why He said: "All power - All power! - is given to Me, in
heaven and on earth. ... And lo, I am with you always, even
to the end of the age."
Evil cannot succeed, except in the heart of him who
chooses evil. We can see that in the crime of murder. If a
person from the heart commits a murder, he truly wants to
destroy that other person. What does he actually do? He
kills his body, and the merciful Lord takes him into the other
world where the murderer has no further power to do him
harm. The actual destruction, in an eternal sense, was in
the heart of the perpetrator. He caused terrible suffering,
but he failed in his deepest purposes.
"The LORD brings the counsel of the nations to
nothing; He makes the devices of the peoples of
no effect. The counsel of the LORD stands
forever, the thoughts of His heart to all
generations." Psalm 33:10,11
The Lord grieves with those who have suffered. He
gives them time to suffer, and strengthens them even when
they feel that they cannot face the future. Then, in unseen
ways, in millions of ways, He works to heal the harm.
Thousands of His angels work with each person who has
lost a loved one or seen them terribly wounded. He alone
can do this, and it is our faith - our firm faith because He
has said so in His Word - that He will do it. Truly:
"It is of the Lord's mercies that we are not
consumed, because His compassions fail not.
They are new every morning. ... For the Lord will
not cast off forever. Though He causes grief, yet
He will show compassion according to the
multitude of His mercies."
Lamentations 3:22-25,31,32
He uses us, and strengthens us to be a part of the
healing.
But a great part of His healing power strengthens us, the
people who suffer and those who witness suffering, so that
we might take part in the rebuilding. Where do people find
the courage to do what they have done this week? Whence
(Continued on page 3)

comes the love and the unselfish devotion in human hearts
that produced what we have witnessed? Can it be from
anything else than the influx of love from our God?
Hundreds of fire-fighters and police threw themselves into
the World Trade Center because their use was to save and
to succour, and nearly three hundred did not come out.
What a loss! Where did they find the courage? Rescue
workers, held back because of grave danger from falling
structures, pleaded to be allowed to go back, driven by
their need to help the helpless - and what joy they felt when
they pulled souls alive from the wreckage. All round the
country - and from this community - people dropped
whatever they were doing to hurry to the scenes to bring
their talents to the work. And those in every neighbourhood
have turned their thoughts to others. They have worried
about the effect on their children, looked at each other with
care and concern, awake for signs of stress.
Can we doubt the power of heaven, working in all
these, and countless other examples of a great nation,
responding to disaster, drawing on its internal reserves
from its religion and its character? Then there are deeper
examples. Think of the millions of people in this country.
Yes, there have been a few outbreaks of unreasoned
anger or unthinking grief, of racist attacks on Muslims,
which actually copy the approach of the terrorists. But the
nation has remained rational, responding in terms of the
principles which has made America strong, determined to
follow its way of life and to proceed with a wise yet firm
response to evil. Firm we must be, for strength and
determination in the face of evil is the part of wisdom. Think
of our leaders, providing an example by their own grief, yet
their calmness, their determination, and their setting about
in well planned ways to do what needs to be done. We
don't know what is in the hearts of individuals. We don't
know their motivations; but we see so much that seems to
come from hearts that are true and strong.
The Lord is at work in all these things - leading us to
help overcome evil - first of all in our own hearts and then
in the arena of human suffering. We know that for all too
many of the victims the misery will be lasting, and almost
unbearable. We are told that at such times people may
actually blame the Lord, even feel they have lost faith,
because their pain is so great. But He does not regard that,
and treats them gently, and slowly - sometimes ever so
slowly - leads them out of their darkness into the sunlight
again. If it were not so, if there were not such a God, how
awful would life be! But He is indeed such a God, who will
"show compassion according to the multitude of His
mercies."
What can we do?
So what can we do, knowing the nature of our Lord, and
wishing to work with Him? First of all, we are entitled to ask
him "Why?" We need to understand that He would never
have allowed something that He could have prevented unless a greater evil would have resulted. In His mercy He
would have loved to have stopped those planes. Yet He
knows that there can be no goodness, no joy, in fact no
human life, unless there is freedom. And knowing this, we
can find some strength from the knowledge that our
country was attacked because it is a bulwark of that kind of
freedom.
Then, as we accept that He did not will this terrible
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deed, we are free to grieve, knowing that He is grieving
with us, weeping for the evil that lies in people's hearts,
longing to remove it, if only they would let Him. Grief is a
necessary part of healing. We must not underestimate the
suffering of those who are a part of this event. The images
will live in all of our minds, and with those who have lost a
loved one, they will not be forgotten on this earth. To hide
from them is to put them in some dark place in the mind
where they will do harm. To grieve, deeply and in the
presence of the Lord, is to allow His light, His truth to shine
on the events, and His warmth to console their hearts.
Third, we can see clearly that this was not part of the
Lord's plan. We can see it for what it is, and call it by its
name, and find in our disgust at such evil a resolve that is
stronger than ever to combat such things. America, and the
whole world, is more determined today than perhaps ever
in history, to combat terrorism, and we pray that this
strength of purpose will outlive the moment, and become a
steady, firm resolve that will lead over the years to much
success.
And finally, by knowing that the Lord Himself is
working in unseen ways, that He is working through His
angels, and that he is working through us to rebuild, we
can look towards the future. To ask "Why?" is needed. To
grieve is needed. When we do these things we pause in life
to look back. Then we can look forward, and build a better
future. First we can look into our own hearts, and
determine that hatred will not be allowed to govern our
actions nor excuse our behaviour. Then we can show the
opposite of what took place, healing where there is hurt,
caring where there is callousness, showing an evergrowing sensitivity to human misery, in an effort to build a
society in which such acts are no longer tolerated.
Out of the Holocaust we finally learned to confront
racism. It shouldn't have needed that, but we're now fully
engaged in that battle. Out of two world wars we learned
how utterly precious are the freedoms for which we fought.
Out of this savage act, perhaps the world may turn the
corner in the battle against terrorism, the senseless,
deliberate destruction of innocent people. If it is so,
perhaps the many who suffered will not have done so in
vain, even as those who died in world wars gave their
precious lives to a noble cause, which succeeded.
The Lord has to permit evil, but He never permits it to
succeed permanently. When He suffered on the cross, it
seemed indeed that evil had won. He even said, "My God,
My God, Why have You forsaken Me?" But He persisted
and overcame all evil, and He will do so in the hearts of His
suffering children today, healing them ever so gently, even
as He weeps for their hurts. For a little while it may seem
that He is not in charge, but "but with everlasting kindness I
will have mercy on you, says the LORD." (Isaiah 54:8).
May we find His strength so that we may be a part of this
healing, and build towards a world in which hatred is
diminished.
Rt Rev Peter Buss
Bishop of the General Church of the New Jerusalem
(Written a few days after the events of September 11th)

New Church College News
At the start of a new academic year, a number of
students have started studying a module called Doctrine
of the Lord. Why is this notable? Do students not start
new modules every academic year? It's significant for
two reasons.
The first is that there are (at the last count) twenty
students participating, in five different groups - five
students in Paisley, five in Bournemouth, nine at
College, split into two tutorial groups, and our lone
student in Moscow, Sasha Gorbenko. This means that,
every fortnight, photocopier and staff at College are
hyperactive getting the paperwork printed and
distributed to all the students and tutors. Looking ahead,
it also means that there will be twenty oral assessments
to be done, round about the beginning of February next
year. That's a long time away .....
The second reason is that, of the twenty students,
eight are participating in an email discussion and
support group on the Internet. One minister, Michael
Stanley, is also included in the group, for additional
assistance to the students. Email messages are
distributed around all members, so that there is a
general sharing of problems and ideas. Hopefully, it
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works like this. Each student at any time can send out a
"help" message to the others if they are unsure about
one of the topics. This gives students the opportunity to
support and inspire each other. Similarly, if someone
finds a useful quotation from Swedenborg, or an
appropriate Biblical reference, they share it with other
members of the group. Towards the end of each
fortnight, everybody writes up two items that have made
the greatest impression on them, and circulates this to
each member of the group. This is intended to be very
interesting and enlightening, because no two students
end up with the same conclusions about the same topic!
At time of writing, only two weeks of study have
passed, so the email group is in its early days. But
things are looking promising. Various questions have
been asked, various responses given, and students are
beginning, coyly, to exchange information on the things
that were significant for them. By the end of the module,
students' email systems may also be as busy as the
photocopier is now, and they will probably be wondering
how they will manage without the regular contact with
others.
Alan Bowie

RENEW update
Although one volunteer is worth 10 pressed men or
women I have had to resort to making direct approaches
to individuals around the country in order to make better
progress.
There was enthusiasm at Conference for the widest
possible involvement of people with varying experience
and backgrounds to be involved in RENEW
implementation. If you feel you would like to be
involved, or just want to find out what might be
involved please let me know. Your Church needs
you!
After the hectic period leading up to and including
Conference at the end of July, the RENEW programme
has moved forward on a rather slower basis.
In August I wrote to Church Secretaries asking for
help in identifying possible candidates for Project
Leaders and Steering Group members for the various
RENEW implementation projects. I had a number of
encouraging replies and the issue was apparently
discussed at several Church meetings. I also advertised
in the September Lifeline. So far only three people have
approached me to express an interest in being a
Steering Group member. And one other has volunteered
to be a Project Leader.

Quite separately Nigel Sutton (the new Conference
Treasurer) is organising two meetings in November for
Church Treasurers and Secretaries. The meetings will
be held in Bradford on 24th November for those in the
North and in Kensington on 10th November for the
South, although it is recognised that some of our
churches are too far away from either of these locations
to make attendance possible.
Presentation and discussion will take place on the
current and projected financial situation and also on
RENEW implementation so it is a good opportunity for
people to be brought up to date on what is happening.
Alan Misson
RENEW Implementation Manager
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A Bright Little Spot in the South East
This bright little spot is of course Brightlingsea, with its
barges and yachts and spratters, and where there is a
'Swedenborgian' church, hallowed, well-loved, and
busy. I first went there on Guy Fawkes Night 1936 as a
student from the New Church College, and the bonfires
along the railway line through north-east London were
amazing. On leaving Wyvenhoe station I thought the
train would run straight into the sea before reaching
Brightlingsea at the end of the line. Brightlingsea calls
you back; I have been there many, many times since
then.
How did the New Church get into this remote part of
the world? A mile or two down the creek from
Brightlingsea is the mediaeval village of St. Osyth,
where the New Church first made its mark about 1820
and where the tiny New Church chapel still exists in the
road running down to the Priory. From the point of view
of New Church history, Brightlingsea is an off-shoot
from St. Osyth. But in the other direction - up the river
towards Colchester - stands the quaint and stylish little
port of Wyvenhoe, where New Church worship
continued till about 1930. Wyvenhoe was an off shoot
from Brightlingsea in New Church terms. I once went
into the building which was the old Wyvenhoe
'Swedenborgian church.
I once sailed into the port of Wyvenhoe! I remember
its buildings of different colours, the Essex pargeting on
its walls, and the topsy-turvy lines of its lanes and
pathways. We were there again recently, drinking in its
brightness and its astonishing colour-schemes. On the
waterfront stands a fine Victorian house. A wall plaque
tells us that this was the home of Sir John MartinHarvey, who was born in Wyvenhoe and became a
famous actor-manager in the late Victorian and
Edwardian theatre. Was there a New Church connection
here? I feel sure that there was - for the following
reasons.
In the early days of my ministry I used to correspond
with a more elderly New Church pastor in America - the
Reverend Charles Harvey. I understood that he was the
brother - possibly the younger brother - of Sir John
Martin-Harvey. Our correspondence ran along friendly
lines of mutual interest in New Church matters. I believe
that the Reverend Charles Harvey's daughter,
Dorothea, became the first woman to be ordained into
the ministry under the General Convention of the New
Jerusalem in the U.S. Certainly, the Reverend Dorothea
Harvey has had a great influence for good in the
educational and pragmatic life of the New Church in
America in the recent past. Is she then the niece of Sir
John Martin-Harvey?
Again, (or is this pure idle speculation?) how about
the name John Martin-H? On the wall of the church in
Brightlingsea is a memorial stone to the services of a
former pastor, the Reverend John Martin. As I write this
article I do not have with me the dates and the
information necessary for verification. But is there
something in it - the Reverend John Martin and Sir John
Martin-Harvey? It was a Victorian custom to name a
first-born son after the priest or clergyman who
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performed the baptismal ceremony. Was there
something of that in this, I wonder?
This actor, born in Wyvenhoe and a resident there
for most of his life in the stately corner house on the
waterfront, was also an active theatre-manager in
London. During his career he managed the Lyceum
Theatre, the Prince of Wales Theatre, the Court, the
Royalty, the Apollo Theatres, and the Covent Garden
Opera House. Yet throughout all he held his position as
one of Britain's leading romantic actors.
I have had many good friends in this bright little spot
on the south-east coast; among the ministry: the
Grosvenor-Smyths, the Oranges, the Craigs, the
Jarmins, the Prestons, and the Suttons; and among the
'ordinary folk': 'Auntie May' Goddard with her eversmiling eyes, Noble Eagle with his sing-song Essex
drawl, the Skinners, the Jarvises, the Chaplins, and the
Lords - and so many more, past and present. People
from this corner of the land have been prominent in the
larger church; I think of Frederick A. Gardiner and his
many connections throughout the church in the South of
England. In our early years in London we brought fifty to
sixty boys and girls to Brightlingsea for their annual
camping holiday. Happy days, indeed!
It is my wish that the small building at St. Osyth - a
chapel become a dwelling-house -should one day come
into the custodianship of the Conference or the General
Church, and be preserved as a landmark for future
generations.
Rev Dennis Duckworth
(On reading this article I searched on the internet and
came upon the following information - Editor)
Sir John Martin-Harvey was born plain John Martin
Harvey on 22nd June 1863. His father was John Harvey
(1833-1901), a successful designer and builder of
yachts in the Essex riverside village of Wivenhoe. His
grandfather, Thomas Harvey (1803-1885) was another
successful shipbuilder before him .
John's mother, Margaret Diana Mary Harvey (18351871) was the daughter of the Swedenborgian minister
Dr David George Goyder (d.1878).

Brightlingsea New Church

The Good Samaritan
Reading Luke 10:29-37
Do you live in a village where your family have lived for
generations. If so that would be unusual in Britain these
days unless you come from an isolated rural community
or a coal pit mining or fishing village. If you did you
would probably not be living among strangers but
alongside your extended family and people you have
known for a long time. You would have in all likelihood
gone to school with them, played and worked with them
and shared their prosperity and hardships. And so you
doubtless would have a sense of belonging and identity
with other people in the village. You would take for
granted a sense of duty to your neighbours because
they would be your own kind. This is still the situation in
many rural parts of the world.

village when he wanted to stay there on his journey to
Jerusalem. (Luke 9:51) And such was their outrage at
this, his Jewish followers wanted to bring fire down from
heaven to destroy the Samaritan village. This reminds
me of the antagonism today between Israel and the
Palestinians. And so Jesus was saying that our
neighbour is anyone - regardless of any family or social
obligation owed and regardless of any aversion we
might feel towards them - anyone who has a need we
are in a position to help meet.

But the rest of us live in the conurbation. We are
surrounded by countless people we do not even
recognise; drivers of cars that whiz past, members of a
crowd at the shopping arcade, and football stadium. It's
true our next door neighbours are likely to be similar to
us in some ways - for example able to afford our sort of
property prices and rents and having equal concerns
about neighbourhood issues like local traffic congestion
and crime. But in many ways we are likely to have little
in common with them. They may have come to our area
seeking employment from a different part of the country
or from a different country altogether. In our new multicultural society we may not even share the same
mother tongue. With high rise flats in the city, and more
people going out to work, we may not even have met
the person next door.
So when Jesus said "Love your neighbour as
yourself" did he mean the neighbour with whom we do
have a relationship when we live together in a close-knit
community or did he mean the city neighbour we hardly
know? Are we supposed to act in a neighbourly way to
everyone regardless of who they are?
The parable of the Good Samaritan is a clear
answer to this question. In the story it was the man from
the Samaritan area, that is the man who had no social
ties with the injured Jew, who did the neighbourly thing.
He gave the Jew his food, his money, and his care. He
put him upon his horse and walked himself. And by the
delay, on this dangerous road, he increased the risk of
being overtaken and himself killed by robbers.
The radical nature of this story would not have been
lost on those listening to Jesus telling this tale. They
would have known only too well that there was an ageold feud between the Jews and Samaritans. This had
been the case ever since the time the Samaritans had
moved to the land from other places, after the Jew's
forefathers, the Israelitish inhabitants, had been
conquered and mostly carried away as captives to
another country. In his day, even Jesus was rebuffed
because he was a Jew by the people of a Samaritan
6

OK so we know who is the neighbour. But what
does loving the neighbour in daily life actually mean?
Neighbourly love is genuine sympathy and concern for
the sake of the other person's well-being. I would like to
stress the word genuine because sometimes some
people fake sympathy and concern for self-centred
reasons perhaps without realising they are doing this.
One example is the person who seems to be overwilling to please. They may give in to other people's
demands and even behave like a door mat and get
walked all over so as not to offend anyone. Don't
confuse this with charity when at the heart of it is a fear
of disapproval.
Have you ever met a martyr. Someone who is
always apparently willing to suffer the most - and who
never fails to complain later about what they have to put
up with. Some martyrs play the game very well - they
don't actually voice any complaints - its just their long
suffering look which is the pay off.
(Continued on page 7)

(Continued from page 6)

I don't want to sound too cynical. But being of
service to others is often done for a mixture of reasons often with an element of expected reward. So much so
that there is a scientific theory that states that all our
actions are due to enlightened self-interest. In other
words what good I do for someone is in exchange for
something good I can expect in return.
Our religious faith teaches us however that genuine
love does exist because its source is the divine love of
our Lord God as shown in the life of Jesus and that we
can receive this love into our hearts and use it to rise
above our self-interested motivation. Loving service to
others and treating them as we would wish to be treated
is taught by the holy scriptures of all the world's
religions. They teach that we need to begin to love
others just as God loves all people - not the kind of
helping that is performed to merely appear good or to
achieve social standing or to enhance the self in any
way. Anything other than an inner attitude of goodwill
will only trap us in a sense of separateness from others.
Genuine desire to be of use gives us a sense of
belonging to the greater community of humanity instead
of feeling apart and alone. Humble and unaffected
helping others can also support us feel connected to the
all-pervading loving spirit of God.

Yet there are opportunities all the time to love the
neighbour. When someone is suspicious or distrustful
we don't find it amenable to make the extra effort to win
their confidence. When someone is rude or over-critical
it takes a bit of an effort to tolerate their behaviour in
order to get to know them better. Perhaps without
knowing we fail to notice the simple needs of these
aversive individuals because we have turned our backs
on them. How often have we avoided someone
disagreeable to us to whom we could have been of
service. It's harder to love someone who is not like us or
whom we find difficult. But beware of the bad priest and
bad Levite inside you. The priest and Levite in a bad
sense as in the context of this parable represent the
love of self and the love of the things of the world. They
walked on by on the other side from the wounded man.
Perhaps the priest and Levite thought they had no time
to spare, to help the wounded man; or that it was not
their business. Watch out for the hypocritical Levite in all
of us just waiting to justify any course of action that
satisfies our own comforts and pleasure.

As it is put in the Bhagavad Gita (Chs 3 & 4) - a
sacred text of Hinduism "Through selfless service, you will always be
fruitful and find the fulfilment of your desires:...
Every selfless act .... Is born from Brahman,
the eternal, infinite Godhead. He is present in
every act of service.... All life turns on this
law....Whoever violates it, indulging his senses
for his own pleasure and ignoring the needs of
others, has wasted his life....Do your work with
the welfare of others always in mind. True
sustenance is in service, and through it a man
or woman reaches the eternal Brahman. But
those who do not serve are without a home in
this world.... How can they be at home in any
world to come?"
Today we may feel it difficult to know how to put
these fine words into practice. It seems to us simpler for
the Samaritan in the story to respond to the need of a
wounded man on a lonely road two thousand years ago
than for us to know how to be involved in neighbourly
love in our complex modern world. Our situation is
complicated by the existence of state benefits for the
poor, as well as specialist public organisations such as
the police, health and social services. If I'd come across
someone injured by the side of the road it wouldn't
require much from me to just use my wife's mobile
phone to call an ambulance.

It is only by examining our inner attitude that we can
begin to open ourselves to acting as a channel for God's
love. Only by facing in an honest way our own inborn
tendency towards selfishness can we see a way forward
lit by God's wisdom. Our hearts need to get larger.
Loving involvement is needed with the human difficulties
we each daily come across. Only by turning to our Lord
for his guidance and inspiration can we ever hope to
find the selfless attitude to others required.
And Jesus concluded, "In your opinion, which one of
these three acted like a neighbour towards the man
attacked by the robbers?" The teacher of the Law
answered, "The one who was kind to him." Jesus
replied, "You go, then, and do the same."
Stephen Lacy
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Where were you?
Where were you on Tuesday, September 11th 2001?
That question will almost inevitably find its way into our
generation's psyche, just as previous momentous
events have done so? Where were you on Sunday
August 31st 1997? is another recent one. I remember
well a Sunday morning in November 1963 (was it the
22nd) when news broke of President Kennedy's
assassination. On this latest shocking occasion I had
the slightly strange experience of being away, out of
normal routine, with my colleagues at our annual
seminar at Purley Chase, making do with radio bulletins,
and one newspaper with graphic pictures the day
following the terrorist attacks in America.

We are all affected to a greater or lesser degree. It
is a feature of this New Age that modem
communications mean that the whole world becomes
involved in large events because they enter our living
rooms. The truth is that the human race really is one.
Behind the tremendous God-made variety which makes
up humankind, there is a unity. The Teachings of our
Church speak eloquently about this essential oneness,
which has its origin in the Giver of Life. The wealthy
financial wheelers and dealers of Wall Street
acknowledged that the comparatively lowly paid rescue
workers are worth just as much to society as
themselves -perhaps even more?

So much has been said and written in the last few
weeks that one wonders whether there is anything left to
say. Perhaps, in one sense, there isn't. Commentators
and politicians have covered just about every possible
approach, and there is little to be gained from simply
regurgitating them. What's more, the world waits
anxiously while decisions are being taken about how the
USA and her allies should respond. Such complex
matters, requiring something of Solomon's wisdom. And
we know that, in one way or another, British men and
women are likely to be involved. There is the likelihood
of more deaths, and more traumas for many more
families.

Which is why the kind of response made by the
coalition against terrorism needs to be based on love
and understanding and mutual respect. Of course, the
perpetrators and organisers should be sought out,
brought to justice and punished. Genuine love doesn't
make for simple solutions. (Even successfully married
couples know that only too well!) The command to love
our enemies is demanding. It requires wisdom and
courage, and the long view. Retaliation which only
causes suffering to even more innocent people will be
self-defeating, and will condemn the world to more
decades of hostilities, and probably much more
terrorism.

We are all being urged now to get on with life, partly
because to do anything else only gives more
satisfaction to the terrorists, but also because of the
serious implications for national economies and for
individual financial security if firms go bust or shed jobs.
Inevitably it's easier for us to resume our normal life
patterns if we have not been directly affected by the loss
of loved ones, or by injury, or by the trauma arising out
of some personal involvement. Only in these past few
days have I become aware of one tragic loss - an air
hostess on the second plane who was a member of the
New Church in Cincinnati, Ohio - and of two local
families whose daughters had narrow escapes.

The more men and women of goodwill can
communicate with each other, the more we can reject
prejudice and bigotry, the more truly religious and
spiritually based philosophies can guide people's
attitudes, the more we shall become one. It is intended
by our Maker for us to live in harmony and mutual
respect, for the glorious variety of humankind to be both
a blessing and delight. If our Christianity means
anything to us, we need to be spreading light and peace
along-side the quest for justice.
Rev Bruce Jarvis
From the Seaburn Dene Newsletter

Dear God, We pray for each and all the people whose lives are changed by the bombings in America. We pray for
the many victims whose lives are senselessly lost in so short a time, the number still unknown to us but known to
You because You know each of us by name. We pray for their families who have suddenly been plunged into grief.
We pray for the mums and dads, the children, the partners, the fiancés, the brothers and sisters, the loved ones.
Hold them gently in your arms, dear God, and help them through their grief towards a deeper stronger faith and life.
We pray for those who so magnificently work in saving lives at the risk and cost to their own lives.
We pray for our brothers and sisters in the United States, who, as a nation, feel the hint together and do not have
answers and explanations. We pray for this world with its many troubles and wrongs, a world which even so has
much unspoken beauty, truth and sincerity in peoples' lives and endeavours.
Lead us from division to dedication, from revenge to resolve.
We pray because we care and because we believe in Your power and presence in every situation. Amen.
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News from the Churches
Chester
A Noah's Ark and little wooden animals used to be a
popular toy for little children, but Noah and his family have
long been replaced by plastic high tech favourites.
Nevertheless Noah and the Ark remains a well known and
loved story. At our Worship Leading Day on 30 August Rev
John Presland helped us to understand the spiritual
meaning and the powerful message the story has for us
today.
We continue our study of Old Testament people on 18
October, when we consider the three patriarchs: Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob.
We start our day at about 10-30, with coffee and biscuits
before study begins at 11. Lunch is "Bring Your Own"
accompanied by Pamela's home made soup; then we have
an afternoon session until 3-30.
Newcomers to the group will be welcome to join in for all or
part of the day.
A terracotta Noah’s Ark from Peru
From the Chester Newsletter.

Paisley
Our annual Open Day was held on Saturday 8th September. We were blessed with ideal weather, and are pleased
to report that during the day 70 adults and 23 children visited us. This was almost as many as last year's record
number of visitors, and more than any other year in which we have participated in the Doors Open Day scheme.
In the church we had a number of attractive displays on the themes of "Harvest", "Christmas", "Communion", and
"The Bible". In the hall we had a video running throughout the day, and showing the films "Swedenborg - the man
who had to know", and "Images of Knowing". There was a quiz sheet for the children to fill in, and free balloons [with
a printed New Church message] for all who successfully completed it. All visitors received a Welcome leaflet on
arrival, and throughout the day the kitchen was serving free cups of tea and coffee. Volunteers were on hand to greet
visitors and answer their questions, whether about the building or about our New Church beliefs. There were lots of
interesting conversations, and many appreciative comments were received.
Our thanks are due to many people
who helped to make the Open Day
possible: to Jack Dunnion for producing
the Invitation card, and to the two
Staceys who helped him to post it
around the locality; to Dorothy Turner
and Helen Laidlaw, who helped to
produce the display material; and to the
many volunteers who staffed the
kitchen and premises during the course
of the day.
From the Paisley Newsletter
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News from the Churches ….

continued

Oaklands
Many of us gathered together at Purley Chase last weekend, from Friday 21st to Sunday 23rd September. It was
lovely to begin by sharing what makes Purley special to us. The garden and table tennis were mentioned as
favourites. Gill told us of her memories of decorating Purley years ago and Gordon talked of a special atmosphere at
Purley, of love and openness, which can lead to making lifelong friends.
I spent most of my time having fun with Gill, Sheree and the children, having set ourselves a challenge to create
the props and perform a play of Jonah and the whale in record breaking time. With help from Sarah and Mabel we
managed to get everything ready and the children were fantastic in all their various parts - as sailors, the people of
Nineveh, a huge fish, Jonah and the king. Thanks to Gill and Sheree for all their inspiration and energy!
The adults were asked to think about the ups and downs of their own lives and also set a task to track the ups
and downs in the Old Testament. It all looked very daunting from the comfort of 'the hive' but very productive too, as
timelines appeared on the walls.
Richard led a walk in the afternoon and we had games in the evening, including a newly invented 'game of life' a version of snakes and ladders with a Jonah theme.., land on a fish and miss 3 goes, land on a boat and go
backwards next time, and land on a 'voice of God' and double your score towards heaven.
Many thanks to John and Rita for being with us and leading the weekend, and Wilf and Irene for their hospitality
and lovely food. Looking forward to next time!
Cathy Leigh
From the Oaklands Newsletter

From the Writings ...
Remember to keep the Sabbath day holy; for six days you are to labour and do all your work, but the
seventh day is the Sabbath for Jehovah your God.
In the celestial sense this commandment means being linked with the Lord, leading to peace as the result of
protection from hell. The Sabbath means rest and, in this highest sense, peace. That is why the Lord is called the
Prince of peace, and He calls Himself peace; this can be seen from the following passages:
A child is born for us, a son is given to us, on whose shoulder is the dominion, and his name will be called Wonderful,
Counsellor, God, Hero, the everlasting Father, the Prince of peace. Of the extension of his dominion and peace there
will be no end. Isaiah 9:6, 7.
Jesus said, I leave peace with you, my peace I give to you. John 14:27.
How pleasant upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news and makes us hear of peace, saying,
Your God reigns. Isaiah 52:7.
Jesus said to the seventy whom He sent out, Whatever house you enter, first say, Peace be upon this house; and if
there be a son of peace there, let your peace rest upon him. Luke 10:5, 6; Matt. 10:12-14.
Moreover, Isaiah (chapters 65 and 66 and elsewhere) deals with the state of peace, into which the Lord will bring
them. The people who will be brought into this state are those who are received into the new church which is being
established by the Lord at the present time. It may be seen in my book HEAVEN AND HELL (284-290) what is the
essence of this peace enjoyed by the angels of heaven and those who are in the Lord. This reference also makes it
plain why the Lord calls Himself the Lord of the Sabbath, that is, of rest and peace.
True Christian Religion 303
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Readers Letters ….
Dear Editor,
Are there any "innocent lives"? I welcome your beautiful
message Nothing will be able to separate us from the
love of God… (in the October issue) - except for that
phrase, "against thousands of innocent lives".
Certainly no one deserved the horror of the 11
September attacks, so in that sense all who suffered
were innocent. Still calling them innocent (as is so often
done on such occasions) sounds like a claim that all we
ordinary citizens of "western civilisation" have nothing to
be ashamed of, nothing that might justify criticism or
hostility from others - and that I can't agree with.
If our countries really are democratic, then we all
share responsibility for the actions of our governments,
and for the overall influence of our countries in the world
- for the economic and financial pressures which (many
people believe) help to keep some countries
desperately poor, for the plentiful supply of arms we

continued
export, many of which end up in the hands of terrorists
or violently oppressive governments, for the waste and
pollution caused by our economies, for the morally
confused culture projected world-wide by our mass
media….. If we do nothing to oppose these injustices,
we are hardly innocent. If then many in the world seem
half-hearted (or even less) in condemning terrorists who
attack us, should we be surprised?
There are so many things wrong in the world, some
even worse than what happened on 11 September,
though not so sudden or sensational. Rather than
sticking "guilty" or "innocent" labels on one another, we
should all be working together humbly and
compassionately to improve the situation.
Sincerely,
Rev Ian Johnson

Notices
Rev Brian Talbot
Members and friends will generally be aware that the
Rev Brian Talbot was granted leave of absence from
May to the end of December 2001 so that he could take
a teacher's training course. He wished to do this in order
to obtain recognition as a qualified teacher in the United
Kingdom.

for him to do so and that eventually he will return to fulltime ministry.
We pay tribute to Brian's work as a minister over the
past twelve years and especially for his contribution as
Secretary of the Ministerial Advisory Council, though
short, at a particularly difficult time.

We regret to have to tell you that Brian has decided
to resign from full-time ministry. He has given three
months' notice of his intention, which will expire at the
end of December.

We wish Brian, Sarah, Andrew and Simon well in
the future and we wish Brian success and fulfilment in
his new work.

Brian has taken this decision with deep regret, but
he remains to be convinced that he can afford to be a
minister in Conference employment. He hopes to
continue doing a small limited amount of work for the
organization. We very much hope that it will be possible

Gordon Kuphal
Secretary of Conference
18th October 2001

Change of Address
Clifford and Marion Curry

Alan and Gwen Hardy

1 Creedy Drive
Wick Ferry
Wick Lane
Christchurch
Dorset BH23 1NX
Tel: 01202 476856

64 Lansdowne Avenue
Leigh on Sea
Essex SS9 1LL
Tel: 01702 482632
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Readers Letters
Dear Editor,
Having been otherwise engaged at Conference, I have
read with great interest the reports in Lifeline about the
weeks events including, of course, all the important
discussions and final adoption of the RENEW
programme.
What did concern me, however, was how little was
mentioned about the children's presence at Conference.
Apart from mentioning the Children's talks given by Rev Ron Brugler at the Conference Service and Rev
Rita Russell at the opening service on Thursday there
was nothing said of them being there. I would like to
address this:
There were seven children/teenagers present for
the whole of Conference. These were: Joel, Rebecca &
Ruth Lewin; Stacey & Kevin Dunnion and Ariana &
Alexandra Billiness. A further four joined us on Thursday
for the rest of the session. These were: Peter & Rory
Brown and Clare & Jamie Duncan.
Over the week some of the older ones showed an
interest in what Conference was discussing and we
certainly considered, in some way, the theme of 'Being
made New'.
On Wednesday we had an outing and the group
chose to go Ten-pin Bowling and to the Cinema. One
member of the group showed real initiative. On hearing,
with some surprise, that the outing would have to be
paid for by parents, they decided to seek finance for this
from Conference, as they felt strongly that it should be
seen as support for the future generation of the Church.
The result was positive. We also received some kind
support from other members of Conference and we
thank all for this. We were delighted to be joined by Rev
Ron Brugler's daughter. The outing was very much
enjoyed by all.
Besides this the children/teenagers were given a
project to do - this was to design a tee-shirt. The idea
being to make it NEW. Some used the theme 'Being
made New' and others used a picture they like, but all
produced very beautiful results. These were then
displayed to the Conference at the end of Friday
mornings service (see picture on this page). Other than
this the group enjoyed activities outside, went swimming
numerous times and interacted happily indoors on other
occasions.

Lifeline

Contributions should be sent to the Editor,
27 Woodland Way, Shirley, Croydon, CR0 7UB

Who can forget there rendition of 'Who wants to be
a Millionaire?' with a guest appearance from Mr Chris
Tarrant (alias Peter Brown)! at the social on Thursday
evening. I would like to say a big thank you to all those
who helped me looking out for the group and particularly
to Clive Goalen, who gave up a lot of time to entertain
them. The success of the week was in knowing that
several of the group have said they would love to come
again next year.
Finally I would like to say that I made a proposal to
Conference, that more emphasis was placed on
Children/Young People at Conference and that there
were more sessions included in which they could be
involved. Also following the fact that not many of the
services included a children's talk, that more
consideration was given to this in future. If they are our
future we need to involve them more to encourage them
to take an active interest in the church. This proposal
met, so I understand (I was not present), with lots of
approval. So let's look forward to a more inclusive
Conference in the future.
Yours sincerely,
Gwendolen Rowe

Alan C Misson
Tel: 020 8777 5098
Email: alanmisson@btinternet.com
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