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Who is this King of Glory?

T

his morning, on the radio, we joined for a short time in the moving ceremony
enacted, traditionally, at the Cenotaph in Whitehall. That ceremony was devised,
over 80 years ago, to commemorate and honour those of our services who lost their
lives in a world war. "the War to End War" ! Unhappily, it had to be extended twenty
years later, to include those who lost their lives in a second world war. Since then,
forces from our country have been engaged in wars of a lesser (though no less savage)
size in Korea, Malaya, Palestine, Egypt, Cyprus, Ulster, Arabia, the Falkland Islands,
Africa and in the Balkans.

JOURNAL OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE NEW CHURCH

And now - we are embroiled in another war; a war without a precedent in history. A
war, ill-conceived and hurriedly entered into; one which is rapidly becoming, falsely I
must add - seen as a war against an entire world-wide religion.
When I was a schoolboy, war was history. We read about it in history books. There
weren't wars these days. If there were, we didn't hear much about them, Of course, we
used to play at soldiers - always in the first world war. Once, my brother and I dug a real
trench at the bottom of the garden, complete with dugout, from which we aimed makebelieve rifles at the house. I remember thinking - indeed, saying "If there is another war,
I hope it waits till I'm eighteen, so I can be in it". It did just that! Well, it was exciting - at
first. But I well remember how much more exciting it was to see street lamps shining
brightly once more.
"But that's all put behind me, long ago and far away" - as Kipling said. "And there
aint no buses running from New York to Kandahar" -as he might have said today.
These days I am not any longer stirred by the posturings and sabre-rattling of world
leaders. I don't want war. You don't want war. Ask anyone in the street and you will
probably hear the same answer. So why is it? Why do we have this unending, universal
state of war? Who on earth can explain this to us? Who on earth. The answer, of
course, lies within the teachings of our Church. This sounds an unforgivable piece of
arrogance. But it is a fact; and I should not have to apologise for it. It is the Lord God
Jesus Christ, in His Holy Word, who has the answer.
Lift up your heads, O you gates! And be lifted up, you everlasting doors!
And the King of Glory shall come in.
Who is this King of Glory?
The Lord strong and mighty, The Lord mighty in battle.
Lift up your heads, O you gates! Lift up, you everlasting doors!
And the King of Glory shall come in.
Who is this King of Glory?
The Lord of hosts, He is the King of Glory.
Psalm 24:7-10
(Continued on page 2)
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Who is this King of Glory ...
(Continued from page 1)

We may well echo the psalmist's rhetorical question,
"Who is this King of Glory?" And the teachings of the
New Church tell us that He is the Lord God Jesus
Christ. The Lord's glory is the Lord in respect of Divine
Truth.
But the psalmist goes on to give us the somewhat
enigmatical answer to his own question: "The Lord of
Hosts" What then are hosts? A more modem word, of
course, would be armies. This Psalm, no. 24, tells us
that the Lord is also strong and mighty - "the Lord
Mighty in battle." Is this the Lord who said, "Peace I give
unto you, my peace I leave with you"? Does this explain
the problem of this unending, universal state of war? Be
patient, friends, and let us look at what our teachings tell
us in various places in the work, ‘Divine Providence’.
The subject under which calamities such as wars
are considered is that of Divine permissions. These are
so often mistakenly understood as the "will of God". This
misunderstanding leads to a denial by many people of
the concept of a loving God - an attitude reinforced by
the Old Testament accounts of wars and other cruelties
which appear to be ordered by God.

"all things that take place in the natural
world correspond to spiritual things in
the spiritual world, and all spiritual
things have relation to the Church."
When we read the Old Testament we are
sometimes astonished at the constant wars fought by
the Israelites against their neighbouring peoples. How
do we reconcile a loving God with the angry one who
urges on the Ammonites, the Moabites, the Philistines
and the rest of the surrounding races in an attempt to
destroy His chosen people?
Well, as so often, we must remember that these
accounts, though they actually happened, (and
therefore are true) are only apparent truths. The Divine
Providence, after giving us a list of the enemies of the
Children of Israel, has this to say:
"… when the Children of Israel, who
represented the Church, departed from their
precepts and statutes and fell into the evils
which were represented by those nations, for
each nation with which the Children of Israel
waged war, signified some particular kind of
evil, they were punished by that nation. "

In ‘Divine Providence’ No.251, we read:
"The worshipper of himself and of nature
confirms himself against the Divine
Providence when he reflects that wars are
permitted and in them the slaughter of so
many men, and the plundering of their wealth.
It is not from the Divine Providence that wars
occur, because they involve murders,
plunderings, violence, cruelties and other
terrible evils which are diametrically opposed
to Christian charity. Still they cannot but be
permitted because, since the time of the most
ancient people. . . the life's love of man has
become such that it wills to rule over others,
and finally to rule over all; and also to possess
the wealth of the world, and finally all wealth."
What was described here is obviously our love of
self and of the world. If we, under Divine Providence,
are to act from freedom in accordance with reason, the
exercise of these loves must be permitted. If they were
not, we would not recognise them as evils which we
must shun as sins against the Lord. Later on we read:
...all wars, although they may be civil in
character, represent in heaven, states of the
Church and are correspondences. Such were
all the wars described in the Word, and such
also are all wars at this day.
Swedenborg of course, spoke of his day, the 18th
century. But there is no reason to doubt that the same
situation obtains today; for the Writings say . . .
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Again we have an apparent truth. We must
remember that these happenings on earth correspond
to happenings in the spiritual world. Let us not forget
that the Church is spiritual and that every member of the
Church is a church (as it were) in miniature. It is in our
spirit that we, as the Children of Israel, depart from our
precepts and statutes and fall into evils of various kinds.
All of these nations who punish us, as they punished the
Israelites, are the evils themselves; in other words the
hells. They punish us by tempting us to appropriate hell
as our own. This is a severe battle. It is a battle we
cannot win by ourselves. Only One can defeat the hells,
He who endlessly fights this war on our behalf. The
spiritual state of the Church is in a state of flux; of
evening and morning; of winter and spring. It is this
struggle for the souls of man in the spiritual world which
is (as Swedenborg puts it, ultimated) in this world,
manifested in wars everywhere.
‘The Divine Providence’ has this to say:
"It is not known in this world which kingdoms
in Christendom represent the Moabites and
the Ammonites, which the Syrians and the
Philistines, and which the Chaldeans and the
Assyrians, and the others with which the
Children of Israel waged war and yet there are
peoples which represent them."
Well, we do not need to know this. It is sufficient to
know that there are evils all around. There is enough
(Continued on page 3)

(Continued from page 2)

evidence these days. The ease of communications lays
evils before us from morning to night. Indeed, many of
them are presented to us for our admiration and
example - so we have little excuse!
At the present time there is a world-wide virus of
evil. There is no mistaking the signs and symptoms. We
are encouraged from many quarters to despise all
religion. Once-respectable religions are hijacked by
manic fundamentalism, preaching hatreds and
revenges. These are infections to which we are all
vulnerable. We can recognise them in others all right.
We must be alert to the symptoms in ourselves. Those
flash impulses to hatred and thirst for vengeance. We
must try to catch them in time, before they infect our
whole natures. They must be treated.

But where can we look for the cure? It is useless to
turn to quack remedies. So where do we look for the
strength to fight them?
There is only One - The King of glory.
Who is this King of Glory?
The Lord of hosts,
He is the King of Glory!
Tony James
From a sermon delivered on Remembrance Sunday
at Kensington New Church

A year ago many Church groups were following the course on a
‘Journey towards the First Christmas’. The material for those
sessions was prepared by Rev Christopher Hasler and at the
Conference in July he presented the material for a new course,
‘Journey towards Salvation’.
Have you started the course?
Have you planned to start the course?
If not here is a reminder of what it is all about.

According to his own words, Jesus came "to seek and to save that which was
lost " Luke 19,10.
But how exactly did he achieve this? Is it entirely a result of something,
which happened 2000 years ago? Or is his seeking and saving a continuing
process? The answer is that it is both. Moreover everything which Jesus said
and did describes and is concerned with his mission - then and now.
The Lord knew that we find it easier to learn and understand new ideas
through stories and examples. In this course we shall examine 10 of his
parables and miracles to see how they explain the "theology of salvation" - as
the Lord himself taught it. Surely, that is not too difficult?
You are warmly invited you to come along on this Journey with us and
discover how the Lord Jesus Christ saves us.
Rev Christopher Hasler
From the Guide for Leaders

Copies of this Guide for
Leaders and the smaller
Programme of Lessons
needed by all who take part
in this course can be
obtained from:
The New Church College,
25 Radcliffe New Road,
Radcliffe,
Manchester M26 1LE.
Telephone 0161 766 2521
e-mail:
newchurch.coll@zen.co .uk
The whole kit costs £3.
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No Room
Bethlehem was crowded with travellers arriving for the
census, and the inn (probably just one room in a local
house that was available for visitors) couldn't cope with
this influx of people. Mary and Joseph were too late to
get the room, and were left to make do as best they
could in a stable. This familiar story speaks to us of a
Lord that people have no room for.
We in the churches have been quick to take the
story and use it to judge the world around us. We have
talked of people's lives being so full of the pursuit of
possessions, power, and pleasures, that they have no
room left for the Lord. Whilst there is some truth in this
assessment, for indeed a worldly and self-centred life
has no room for anything spiritual, we have tended to
overlook a more specific meaning of the story.
What the story is talking about is a failure within the
church; this becomes clear from the following:
"The inn, where there was no place,
meant the Jewish church, where at that
time there was no spiritual nourishment,
because everything in the Word and
thus every detail of their worship was
adulterated and perverted'“
The Word of the Lord 19
At the time of the Lord's birth it was the Jewish
church, which had no room for him, but the same
problem can exist in any church at any time.
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regarded as of secondary importance to worldly
considerations, and its teachings about repentance and
love ignored, then there is no room in that church for the
Lord. "The church exists from the Word" (Doctrine of
Sacred Scripture 76), and the Word is central to its life
and health. Without the love and obedience of the Word
there maybe something that outwardly looks like a
church, but it will have no inward reality or connection
with heaven.
When the Lord visits our church this Christmas will
he find a place among us where he can lodge? Our
church will only have a warm welcome for him if we
open his Word, value its truths as more precious than
gold, and live out its teachings to the full in our lives.
Wherever the Word is truly loved and followed, the
church is established and the Lord finds room to dwell
within the hearts and minds of its people.

We would expect that the Lord would always find
hospitality within a church, yet the sad truth is that this is
not always the case. Too many churches are empty of
the Lords warmth and light. If the Word is given scant

Rev Robert Gill

Have you seen this book?
It is one in a large series of books with the general title
“The complete idiots guide to..”
The fascinating aspect of this book is that nearly the
whole of chapter 21 “Against the Grain” deals with
Swedenborg and Blake. There are comments on
Swedenborg’s life and achievements as well as many
quotations about angels and angelic life. As the chapter
progresses it moves from Swedenborg into Blake whilst
acknowledging Blake’s interest in Swedenborg’s concepts.
If you come across a copy it is well worth a read and is
very suitable as a rather different book for Church
bookstands and workshops.
Editor
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Spiritual Healing and Meditation Workshop
practical and down to earth information on the benefits
of spiritual healing. It works not only on the spiritual
plane but also on the mental, emotional arid physical
levels. It should not be used instead of seeing a
medically qualified doctor, but it can be used very
successfully in conjunction with it. Studies have shown
that healing and prayer can help a person recover more
quickly from all types of illnesses. Many doctors and
hospitals are very keen to offer psychic spiritual healing
alongside surgery, physiotherapy, drugs and other
traditional medical treatments.

Greenhill New Church
I am not a regular attendee of Greenhill New Church
and hadn't been to any events since last year. My diary
was booked to attend a peace march in central London
on Saturday 13th October but when I received an
invitation from Hilda Johnson to attend a spiritual
healing and meditation workshop, I thought I would
benefit more from the workshop and leave campaigning
for another day. I was pleased I did. I found the day
wonderfully soothing and uplifting. It was a joy to see
twenty-eight people congregating to appreciate and
learn more about our ability to use healing energies. It is
always such a pleasure to attend a meeting with the
Swedenborgians. They create a special ambience and
for this type of workshop, they provide a safe, caring
and supportive group and they share their expertise with
others who may be fairly new to subjects relating to
spirituality. I'm sure these are not easy tasks, but ones
that every one of the Swedenborgians seem to excel at
We were lucky to have Peter and Barbara Hague as
facilitators as they are both very experienced in the arts
of healing and teaching, and on the teaching staff of the
National Federation of Spiritual Healers. They pitched it
just right; neither too simple for those who already have
knowledge of the art, nor too complex for those who are
new to the subject. In the morning we were given

In the afternoon, we learnt a healing technique and
followed a demonstration so that we could practice on
each other. While we worked, the facilitators talked us
through the procedure. I certainly found it very powerful
both in the role of recipient and in the role of healer. I
would love to start and end each day with even a few
minutes of this soft and gentle approach to spiritual
healing. The day ended with learning about how to send
healing over distances, as space seems to matter little
to our spirit that can move at will in time and space. It
was suggested we may like to envisage the planet and
send love and light to those places most in need of
peace and beauty. Peter chose a very moving piece of
music known as the Maha Mrityunjaya mantra, of a
Tibetan Iama chanting to ward off disasters and heal
diseases. It brought tears to my eyes and Kathy kindly
comforted me.
I always feel at home at Greenhill New Church, it
has a beautiful spirit of peace. Thanks to Emmanuel
Swedenborg for founding the movement, and to the
regular Swedenborgians who I have come to know and
respect and love. I'm sure I can send thanks from
everyone to those Swedenborgians who give their
valuable time on a voluntary basis to organise
workshops. A hearty thanks for such a valuable
learning.
Wendy Stokes
e-mail: w.stokes@btintemet.com

300 issues and still going!
If you look carefully at the front page you will see that this is the 299th issue of Lifeline, which of course
means that the issue in February 2002 will be number 300!
I shall try to include in the February issue some articles from the past to reflect how Lifeline has developed
and changed over time. But it would also be lovely to have some new articles and letters about Lifeline. Do
you like it the way it is now or would further changes prove beneficial? This is your magazine so please let
me know how you would like to see it develop over the next 300 issues!
Editor
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The Epiphany
The word Epiphany, like so many theological terms,
comes from Greek. It comes from a word meaning
"manifestation" or "showing", and the term is used in the
Christian Church to denote the manifestation of Christ to
the Gentile (or non-Jewish) world, which first occurred
with the visit of the wise men or Magi to the infant Jesus
as recorded in the second chapter of the Gospel
according to Matthew. The festival of the Epiphany has
traditionally been celebrated on the 6th January and it
originated in the East where it was observed in honour
of the Lord's baptism. The festival was introduced into
the Western church in the 4th century, where it became
associated with the showing of Jesus to the Gentiles, as
symbolised by the visit of the Magi.
These days we tend to read this story at Christmas
time and perhaps we think of the Magi arriving soon
after the Nativity, coming to Bethlehem just as the
shepherds had departed. This may not be the case, as
we learn from verse 16 of Chapter 2 of Matthew that
Herod, in accordance with the time he had learned from
the Magi, ordered all the boys in Bethlehem and its
neighbourhood of two years old and under to be killed.
The Magi may have spent some months travelling from
the East where they first saw the star and, if we want to
be literal, Matthew tells us that it was to a house that
they came with their gifts, not to a stable.
The word Magi, the plural of Magus, denotes
members of a priestly caste of ancient Persia,
presumably adherents of the religion of Zoroaster. Our
words "magic" and "magician" are derived from this
source (through the ancient Greek "magikos"), but we
should not think of these men as sorcerers, let alone as
astrologers in the modern frivolous sense of popular
newspaper astrologers. In the ancient world there was
not the clear line that we would now draw between the
science of astronomy and the pseudo-science of
astrology. They tended to be mixed up together and, as
Swedenborg reminds us, these wise men were familiar
with the science of correspondences, which was
unknown among the literal-minded Jews. It is, of course,
the symbolism of the story that interests us, not its literal
sense. This has not stopped people over many
centuries from speculating about these wise men. As
early as the 2nd century, the theologian Tertullian
advanced the theory that they were kings, and a few
centuries later they were given names:
Caspar,
Balthasar and Melchior. In the Middle Ages they were
venerated as saints and what were believed to be their
remains can be seen in Cologne Cathedral.
In traditional imagery (and some of you like us may
have figures that are brought out at Christmas with the
crib) one of them is shown as black. I think that what
this demonstrates is the universality of the Christian
faith. Jesus was born as a Jew, very specifically in the
house and lineage of David, but he came, not just to be
the Messiah to one people, but as the saviour of the
whole human race. In the church of Sant' Apollinare in
6

Ravenna on the Italian Adriatic coast the wise men or
kings are shown as representing the three ages of
human life: youth, middle age and old age.
The star which the wise men followed represents
knowledge, knowledge not of scientific facts, but
knowledge learned from heaven, as Swedenborg tells
us. We talk of people "following their star" when we
mean that they are pursuing an ideal. We may not have
a full grasp of truth, but we can follow the truth that we
know, as the wise men followed the star and perhaps it
will lead us, as it led those wise men of old, to the love
and truth that is the Lord. But before they could reach
the infant Jesus, the true king, they had to encounter
Herod, in worldly terms the ruler (under Roman
suzerainty) of Judea, but spiritually representing the evil
ruler, governed entirely by self-love.
Self-love knows nothing of the love of the Lord and
the neighbour and, when it is confronted with wise men
(representing God's truth within us), it is troubled, as
Herod was troubled by the presence of the wise men
and what they came to seek. Herod was cunning and he
devised a cunning plan to kill this new king who he
thought had come to supplant him. In secret, he called
the wise men, found at what time the star had appeared
and sent them on to Bethlehem to look for the child.
"Then come back and tell me", he said, "so that I can go
and worship him myself". Of course, he wanted to do no
such thing, but this does demonstrate the insidiousness
of evil, of how it can insinuate itself into our hearts and
minds and make itself attractive to us.
And so the wise men went on from Jerusalem to
Bethlehem, where the star stopped over the place
where the young child was. So today, the truth stands
over the place in our minds where Jesus is. When they
saw the star again the wise men were overjoyed, or, as
the Authorised Version has it, "they rejoiced with
exceeding great joy". This symbolises the star of truth
guiding us to Jesus, the bright morning star of all our
hope and peace. What did the wise men do when they
saw the baby? They bowed down and worshipped him.
We don't do much literal bowing or kneeling in our New
(Continued on page 7)

(Continued from page 6)

Church worship, but surely bowing down
and worshipping represents true humility,
the attitude that we should always bring
to our own worship. Then comes the bit
that every school child knows. They
opened their treasures and presented
Jesus with gifts: gold, frankincense and
myrrh. Swedenborg, in True Christian
Religion, describes these gifts as
symbolising the three kinds of good that
are the source of all true worship:
celestial good represented by gold,
spiritual
good
represented
by
frankincense and natural good
represented by myrrh. Another
Swedenborgian interpretation of these
gifts sees gold as standing for love,
frankincense for faith (or our thinking of
the Lord) and myrrh for love and faith
acting together in obedience to his will.
Outside the New Church tradition, the
gifts are commonly taken as representing
his kingship, gold; his divinity or
priesthood, frankincense; and his
sacrificial love, for it was with the bitter
herb myrrh that his body (taken down from the Cross)

was to be anointed. Whichever
interpretation you favour (and I see no
reason why we should not accept all
three), you can see that the story is a
symbolic one, one whose deeper
meaning can resonate with us and be
long pondered in our hearts.
The story of the wise men does not end
with the giving of the gifts. God warned
them in a dream not to return to Herod
and thus the infant Jesus was saved from
an early death. We are told that they
returned to their own country by another
route. Once they had found the love of
Jesus by the guiding star of truth they
could not return to the evil love of self,
represented by Herod. So, they returned
to their own country, their own way of life,
by another way. We, too, must follow that
other way, the way of love, when our
guiding star has shown us the way to its
divine source.

Richard Lines

From the Writings ...
The Word is inwardly alive.
When the Word is read by a person who treats it as
holy, then in the second heaven its natural sense
becomes spiritual, and in the third celestial, as the
natural is successively shed. This happens because
there is a correspondence between the natural, spiritual
and celestial, and the Word is written by means of
nothing but correspondences. The Word's natural sense
is as it is in the literal sense, all of which becomes
spiritual, and then celestial, in the heavens. And when it
becomes spiritual, then it there lives from the light of
truth in it, and when it becomes celestial it lives from the
flame of good in it. For the spiritual ideas of the angels
of the second heaven derive from the light there, which
is in essence Divine truth; but the celestial ideas of the
angels of the third heaven derive from the flame of
good, which is in essence Divine good. For in the
second heaven the light is brilliant white, and this
enables the angels there to think; and in the third
heaven the light is flame-like, and this enables the
angels there to think.

The thoughts of angels are utterly different from
those of people on earth. Their thinking takes place by
means of light, either brilliant white or flame-like; these
are beyond the range of a natural description. These
facts make it clear that the Word is inwardly alive, and
so is not dead but living for a person who has holy
thoughts about the Word when he reads it. Moreover,
everything in the Word is made alive by the Lord, for it
becomes life with the Lord, as the Lord says in John:
The words I speak to you are spirit and life.
John 6:63.
The life which flows from the Lord through the Word
is the light of truth working on the intellect, and the love
of good working on the will. This love and that light
linked together make the life of heaven for a person,
what is called everlasting life. The Lord too teaches:
The Word was God; In Him was life and His
life was the light of men.
John 1:4.
The Word of the Lord 2
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College News from Moscow

November 2001

Alexander ("Sasha") Gorbenko of Moscow began Dispersed Learning following his last-minute addition to the
Russian Group which came here in 1997. He has gradually built up his ability to cope with our English-language
written modules, and is over half way through Level One. Sasha attends our Winter and Summer Schools, before
and after which he receives concentrated tutoring and assessment. He is sponsored financially by the College
Council, and has now been accepted by the Conference as a student for ordination. Sasha, who has a Quaker
background, is a very fine Swedenborgian scholar.
Alan Bowie

Sasha writes:
“I was invited to give some lectures at Alexander Menn
Open Russian Orthodox University while one professor
who teaches the Old Testament course is on a business
trip abroad. Initially it was agreed with Dmitry Licizin, an
executive director of the University that I would give two
lectures on Emanuel Swedenborg and his theology,
giving an introductory outline of his major concepts and
ideas. However, as my first lecture was so successful I
have been asked to give at least one more.

The next lecture I plan to start with the 'pivotal
change' period of transition including a discussion of the
major experiences of Swedenborg as described in his
posthumous Journal of Dreams. I will also use the
article ‘The truth of his dreams’ written by Vladimir
Maliavin and Rev D. Rose and published in the Russian
language magazine The Science and Religion in 1999. I
will continue by describing the most significant period of
Swedenborg's life - 27 years of communication with
spirits and angels, and his life in both the Natural and
Spiritual worlds.

My introductory lecture was based on the New
Church College half-module Swedenborg and his
Influence. I started with Swedenborg's influence on art
and literature and on European civilisation in general,
continuing with the history of scientific thought and on
theoretical and applied science in particular, including
his contributions as a scientist. I talked about his life
from birth up to his appointment to the Board of Mines
including his childhood and education at Uppsala, his
travels abroad, and foreign studies in England, Holland,
Germany, France and Italy. I finished with
Swedenborg's search for the soul from 1734 to 1745.

For the third lecture I will take the theme
Swedenborg and Russia.

Father Alexander Menn Orthodox Open University is a
living memorial to one of the great Christian leaders of
the 20th century. The books of Father Alexander, the
theologian and talented writer, first published abroad,
and later in Russia, always enjoyed great popularity. In
1988 Father Menn started lecturing on the Bible and on
Christian thought. Thousand of people used to attend
his lectures and this was their first step towards Jesus
Christ.

The University Professors do everything to help:
non-believers to understand Christianity; believers to
broaden their horizons.

On September 8 1990, Father Alexander Menn
delivered his last ever lecture ‘Christianity’. The next day
he was killed on his way to the church, where he was
priest-in-chief. The University was planned to open in
autumn 1990, and it did start its work, though
sorrowfully without A. Menn. The lectures were taken up
by his disciples and friends, both priests and
parishioners at the newly opened University. And also
by those who followed tolerance and creative open
spirit, excluding hatred for people, religious fanaticism,
superstition.
8

The lectures were entitled An outline of
Swedenborg's Theology by Dmitry Licizin, director of the
University.
The students there are from a wide age group from
20 to senior students. This university is really open for
everyone and it is a centre of continuous education.
There were about 23 students at the first lecture. They
demonstrated great enthusiasm to know more about the
great Swedish Mind.”

The Open University aims to: preach Christ; serve
as a mission to the intelligentsia; dialogue with lay
culture.
The University does active work in various Russian
towns. It also organises seminars and round-table talks
to discuss problems of spiritual life at present.
Educational activities for 6 years already include,
besides religious education, promotion of religious
tolerance and better understanding of various
confessions. We are trying to become a place where
Christians of all confessions could meet and learn to
understand each other.
www.educenter.sitek.ru/engpage.htm

RENEW update
Some further progress has been made since my report in the November issue of Lifeline but we are still short of
people for some of the projects. In particular we lack people prepared to lead a project. This may seem a daunting
task but please don't be put off. All that is needed is someone with enthusiasm for what the project involves and an
ability to organise and help a small team to move forward. If you feel you might be able to help either as a Project
Leader or a member of a Team and want to know more please contact me.
Meanwhile here is a summary of progress with each project:

Education Project:

New Church Centre Growth Trial:

Alan Misson leading project on a temporary basis.

Michael Clubb appointed Project Leader.

Four Steering Group members in place:

Two Steering Group members in place:

Helen Newton, Chris Chambers, Rev Michael Stanley,
Bev Johnson.

Rev Ian Russell, Rev Gill Gordon
(The Steering Group will only expand further when the
location of the trial is settled)

First task: To review the Director of Education role, job
description and person profile in the light of the
comments raised at Conference.

Residential Centre Trial:

First meeting already held!
An ‘Open Tender’ is to be sent to all Churches inviting
responses as to why they should be chosen as the
‘Trial’ site. (see below)

No Project Leader identified so far.
Management Structures:
Two Steering Group members in place:
No Project Leader identified so far.
David Haseler, Rev Rita Russell.

Communications & Web:

Alan Misson
RENEW Implementation Manager

No action so far

New Church Centre Growth Trial
A brief progress report
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

the Project Team for the Trial has started its work
the Team is Gill Gordon, Ian Russell, and Michael Clubb (Project Leader)
societies have been invited to 'put in a tender' to have the Trial centred at their location
members meetings will be held
the post of Trial Leader will be advertised
responses from Societies are to be returned by January 19th
each Society will be assessed against previously agreed criteria
a short list of possible locations will be developed by the Project Team from the submissions received
Project team members will meet the top two possible centres before making a final recommendation.

Watch this space!
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Governing Council Report
Report of the Governing Council Meeting held at Purley
Chase on Friday/Saturday 14th/15th September 2001
Good wishes were sent to Mrs. Mary Burnley as she
suffers the injury received during Conference.
Evidence of changes within the management
structure was clear throughout the meeting. In order that
the Governing Council (Conference Council) is free to
establish principles and set policies, much of the routine
work and implementation of policy is to be done by the
Executive Council (the present Interim Council plus
Senior Minister and Mr. Alan Misson). From the
Executive Council work will be delegated to subcommittees with responsibility for a particular project.
It was reported that the Executive Council has
begun work on implementing some of the RENEW
initiatives. Although there was some impatience that
things move quickly, there is nevertheless the
recognition that it is not always possible to work as
quickly as everyone would wish. The Governing Council
is anxious that, whenever possible, the momentum is
maintained,
The present Secretary of Conference retires in two
years time. It is necessary for the Council to look at the
job description, as it is inevitable that as RENEW gains
in momentum the Secretary's role will change. This also
means that work presently undertaken by the Secretary
will have to be done by others. The Council is conscious
of the far-reaching changes that have to be addressed.
The Remuneration Committee reported that work
was well in hand and a package which hopefully will be
acceptable to all employees was well advanced.

New Church House

The Council was informed that the pictures of the
Apocalypse displayed at Conference are now available
as postcards. The cost is six for £1.00. The Council was
further informed that the Rev Dennis Duckworth's
paintings are on his website. This website is well worth
a visit on:
www.telinco.co.uk/dduckworth/
Conference 2002 will be held at Swanwick on 8th12th July. Accommodation for all members will be in
"Lakeside", which has en-suite facilities for all. Further
details will be announced shortly.
The Governing Council has asked the Executive
Council to explore the availability of centres around the
country where future Conferences could be held. The
Council bears in mind that future Conferences could be
quite different from past and present meetings. This
could mean more family accommodation being needed.
An important event during the meeting was a
"Farewell" dinner to David Friend, the retiring Treasurer.
Wilf and Irene Woodhouse did us proud with excellent
food. The Chairman, Mr Michael Hindley, provided
excellent wine. All members added sparkle to the
occasion in reminiscences of times of their youth. The
Council expresses its gratitude to David for his
indefatigable work. It wishes David and his wife Susan a
long and happy retirement. Knowing David, it is unlikely
to be a quiet, relaxing retirement.
Future meetings of the Council are planned for
8th/9th February 2002 and 17th/18th May 2002.
Jean Chambers

Special Meeting 27th October 2001

Eleven interested people, who included six directly
involved with New Church House, assembled at New
Church College. We also received a letter from a wellwisher and an apology for absence. After tea and
biscuits, an opening reading from the Bible and the
Lord's Prayer, Rev David Allsopp gave an introductory
talk on the purpose of the meeting. It has been felt for
some time that due to staff shortages, working
conditions, and a lack of expertise in modem computer
technology, we were in danger of becoming extinct.
Mrs Mabel McCallum gave a history of the House
including its original aims of spreading the teachings by
lectures as well as by the printed word. This was
followed by Mrs Jean Chadwick describing the work that
goes into the distribution of the periodicals 'Lifeline' and
'Outlook'. Mrs Marion Burton then told us of the various
types of stock that were held and the methods of
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September 2001

ordering them. Mention was made of the stocks of
books kept in the cellar for the Church, some of which
are very slow-moving.
A general discussion followed during which we
looked at ideas including giving up our independent
status to become part of Conference and its 'RENEW'
programme; selling the property and moving elsewhere;
revamping the existing shop and workroom; employing
someone with marketing skills on a five year lease to
totally rethink the present system, and using computer
technology and the Internet, possibly in conjunction with
the College.
Mrs Mabel McCallum gave us the financial details of
the House and it became apparent that more money
would be needed to employ the staff required to carry
(Continued on page 11)

In Memoriam
Eric was born on Christmas Day 1915 and lived all his
life in Preston. He was a lifelong member of our Preston
Society together with his brother Frederick. Even though
his health gradually deteriorated over the last 2 years he
was still managing to attend Sunday school and Church
up to the last Sunday before he died in hospital on
October 20th.
After attending local schools he worked in the office
of a Preston tea merchant but this was not to Eric's
liking and so his father allowed him to join the family
joinery business - being out and about in the fresh air
suited Eric better. When the war came Eric served in the
Royal Army Ordinance Corps as an Ammunition
Examiner - checking to see that stored ammunition in
Northern Command was still serviceable.
After demob he was able to take a shortened
Teacher Training Course and qualify as a woodwork
teacher. His first appointment was at a large school in
Kirkham where he taught not only local town children
but also those at nearby country schools. Eventually he
became Head of Department at a Preston school.
In 1952 he married Daphne (née Wareing) a
Blackpool New Church girl and they had 5 children.
Unfortunately Daphne died in 1969. However, Eric and
the children stayed together and he received help from
a local lady who prepared an evening meal for them. A
popular neighbourhood couple, who had 3 young
children of their own at the time, also helped. They were
popular with Eric's children because they had a
television set (which Eric never did). But school
homework was not neglected for all 5 children grew up
and gained various professional qualifications.

Eric Steele 1915 - 2001
and he attended Annual Sunday School Conferences
regularly and often gave presentations to them. About 4
years ago he was elected as a Trustee of the S.S.U. in
recognition of his contribution to Sunday School
activities.
After retiring from secular teaching Eric did not put
his feet up -'Oh no, not Eric' he attended our College in
Manchester one day a week taking various study
courses. Besides that, he went to the University of
Central Lancashire (Preston) and gained a B.A. in
combined English and Psychology. After that he did
some post-graduate work on Milton and Swedenborg.
Somehow he managed to fit in a little lay preaching once a month at our Lytham church and occasionally
taking an evening service at Preston. His last honour
was that of being elected a Trustee of Conference.
As a former teaching colleague remarked recently,
"Eric always did enjoy a challenge." Yes, life for Eric
was one of putting his deeply held faith into practice in
all that he did and said. The words in the book of
Deuteronomy "And these words which I command you
this day shall be upon your heart; and
you shall teach them diligently to your
children"
- will always remind me of Mr Eric Steele - the Teacher.
Eric was meticulous in all that he did, he could be
firm but he was always kindly towards everyone - a
pleasure to have known and worked with him.
Rev David Allsopp

Eric's lifelong love was for his church and its
teachings. Over the last 50 years he was Preston's
Sunday School Superintendent. Teaching was his forte

(Continued from page 10)

out any of the new ideas - if new staff is ever available!
However, through the closure of the Manchester New
Church, the 1st floor will soon be available for letting
and this should increase the income. For years, staffing
has been a big problem and because of this we do not
open on Saturdays. We always thought that this was
known in the Church, but recently have been made
aware that this is not so. If you are proposing to visit us,
and are coming a distance, please ring up to check that
we are open. Normal hours are Monday to Friday 10am
till 4pm but due to the worsening staff situation we
sometimes close on Fridays also.
On a brighter note we feel that we are useful in
giving information about the Church's teachings to the
public and are known for being a friendly shop, which
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must reflect favourably on our beliefs. We do a lot of
work for the Church in general but accept that without
change all this will have to finish, and this will be
discussed at the next Board meeting. The meeting
closed with a benediction.
May I add that any further ideas, or offers of staff,
would be very welcome.
Jean Chadwick
Honorary Secretary, New Church House.

Notices
An Invitation to "Simeon" a Christmas Musical Show at Kensington New Church
on Saturday 15th December with two performances, 3 p.m. and 7 p.m.
The ballet school at Kensington New Church will be performing the show. Thirty children will be singing and
dancing this unusual version of the Christmas Nativity especially for us at the request of the Minister.
There are 2 performances and each performance lasts about half an hour.
Refreshments will be served and entry is by donation for a programme.
Children connected with any New Church will be admitted free as guests of the Minister.
All proceeds are to go to "Love Russia", a charity for Russian Orphans.
Please support this new exciting venture and join in the Christmas spirit!

Spiritual Growth Weekend for Women on Change and Transition
Facilitated by Rev Rita Russell and Helen Brown, Jungian Therapist
8-10 March 2002 at Purley Chase Residential Centre, near Nuneaton, Warwickshire.
Price £46
A weekend in which to explore the problems of change, such as bereavement, divorce, or loss of job, role,
purpose or health, and also the opportunities they may provide to find a new life.

Women's Saturday Workshop on Creative Imagination and Healing
Rev Mary Duckworth, Vicky Abram and Sue Burke
10am-4pm 23rd February 2002 at Greenhill New Church, New Barnet, Herts.
Price £8 (£5 concessions)
A day for women to grow through sharing, learning and experiencing together.
For details of either event:
Contact Hilda Johnson for information/booking form.
2 Mayfield Rd Sanderstead Surrey CR2 OBE 020 8657 5688

Lifeline

Contributions should be sent to the Editor,
27 Woodland Way, Shirley, Croydon, CR0 7UB

Alan C Misson
Tel: 020 8777 5098
Email: alanmisson@btinternet.com

Lifeline is published on the 2nd Sunday of the month ( except in Jan and July ). Articles and notices should reach the editor
by the end of the second week of the month prior to publication.
Subscriptions to be sent to the Business Manager,
Ian D McCallum
65 Heaton Road, Stockport, Cheshire, SK4 4JJ
Tel: 0161 432 5362
Price per copy £1
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United Kingdom £14.00
Airmail to USA & Canada £25.50

Overseas Seamail £18.50
Airmail to Australia & New Zealand £27.25

