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Do not worry!

Number 295

A meditation on Luke 12: 22-34
Whether born into the New Church and stayed through free will, or whether we have
chosen from our will to enter the New Church in adulthood, there is one common
denominator which binds us together, here, today.
Of course, the Lord binds us together, but that's not what I'm talking about.

JOURNAL OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE NEW CHURCH

Our common denominator is that at one time or another we have all had to leave
some part of our lives behind. We've changed jobs, home situations, and due to the
nature of the job in hand today, we've had to rethink our attitudes and values in many
areas.
Change, as opposed to sticking to the old familiar patterns, habits, - indeed ways of
life- does not come easily to most human beings. It is usually accompanied by at least
apprehension, insecurity about the future, and sometimes by outright fear and sense of
loss.
The sense of loss is for what is past and gone, the sense of fear for what the future
may hold. The hells assail us sometimes with self-doubt, trying to block our paths, and
our original vision becomes blurred.
So I ask you to consider, on the theme of the "lilies of the field", the scenes we have
witnessed over the past few days in the natural world.
It hasn't snowed, yet it's more than frost. The sky has been at times the clearest
blue yet the landscape is muted, nothing is clearly defined. It's the thickest frost I've
seen in years, and yet this has given us some beautiful scenes - the tracery of the trees
against the sky, the ground, as if the Lord had spilled upon it an extremely large tub of
talcum powder.
Underneath this, the soil is being purified and broken up, which will greatly benefit all
those things which grow again in the spring. In all things we see the Lord's Providence.
Let us see it in our lives in the past. Let us rely totally upon the Lord's Providence
today.
"Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you
the kingdom".
Luke 12:32

Esther Byrne
(New Church College Student)
From a New Church College Matins
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In Memoriam
If asked for one word to reflect the life of Rev Bernard
Willmott, I would choose integrity.
The earthly life of this most devoted servant of the
Lord Jesus Christ came to a peaceful conclusion on
Wednesday 18th April 2001. As he was a pastor,
colleague, mentor and good friend to so many connected
with the New Church in Australia, I will respectfully call him
Bernard in this tribute. Whilst dogged with health problems
for much of his life, Bernard's last eighteen months were
particularly difficult for him following a fall. Yet he remained
fiercely independent, preferring to stay in his own home
amongst his beloved books and familiar belongings. With
his close companion of over sixty years, Barbara, already
in the spiritual world, he hesitatingly accepted some help
but struggled on with the domestic chores of cooking,
laundry and ironing. Maybe for Bernard this was a
demonstration both of his reserved character and his
unswerving acceptance that despite the circumstances in
which we find ourselves - the easiest or the most difficult the Lord's providence is in the smallest detail.
Throughout his ministry, Bernard espoused a truth that
we constantly confront one of two possibilities - continuing
our physical life for the sole purpose of regeneration
through use or waking in the spiritual world to begin our
next phase of existence. During his last few months,
Bernard would muse with a very positive attitude on this
concerning his own situation. He longed for the latter but
willingly accepted the former, always questioning what the
nature of that purpose might be. Imagine the delight
Bernard would have experienced after his worldly body
failed and an angel answered his tentative question "Have I
awoken in the spiritual world?" with a resounding "Yes!".
Within a short period his whole rejuvenated being would
have been filled with joy in again embracing his beloved
Barbara, walking arm-in-arm with her through a garden of
roses, dahlia's and many new (to him) exquisite varieties of
flowers, fruit and vegetables, being greeted by dear
departed friends, and in absorbing the reality of all those
beliefs about the Lord and His creation which for sixty-one
years he had diligently offered and taught to others willing
to learn. By now, Bernard and Barbara will surely be
welcoming old and new friends into their home with those
famous dinner parties and much animated discussion on
meaningful issues.
Born in England during the First World War, Bernard
entered the world of finance through a job opportunity at
Glynn's, a highly regarded banking institution servicing the
wealthier members of British Society. In 1932, at a time
when his career responsibilities were beginning to
increase, he joined a Study Circle at Hadleigh, near
Southend, from which began his avid reading of
Swedenborg's theological writings especially on the train
journeys to and from work. He took them deeply to heart,
like a "duck to water", for they answered many of the
questions that he had about God. He was soon convinced
that they were indeed a revelation direct from the Lord and
was glad to meet with more and more people connected
with the Swedenborg movement and New Church.
Increasingly his thoughts turned to the possibility of
ministry and the way ahead seemed clear. However, his
heart was then equally deeply touched by the arrival of a
new female assistant at the Bank - of course, Barbara. As
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the romance developed, she willingly supported his desire
to step from finance-orientated work to focussing on the
salvation of souls - not an unfamiliar step for many in
religious institutions today. After training at the New Church
College in Woodford Green, Bernard was ordained in 1940
- war time again. Three years later, he and Barbara were
married in the College Chapel which began a very deep
relationship until being in part interrupted (thankfully for no
more than 3 years) in 1998 by Barbara's unexpected
death.
British New Church congregations in Barnsley,
Middleton, Kensington and Snodland all benefited from
Bernard's warm, unstinting and professional approach to
the calling he loved. At each location he made life-long
friends both within and outside the New Church. It was in
1964 that, together with his family, he made the
momentous decision to accept an invitation from the
Sydney Society of the New Church to become its Minister.
On 31st May 1965, Bernard and Barbara with their 3 sons,
Michael, John and Peter, stepped onto Australian soil to
begin a new phase in their lives. Reports show that he
quickly entered into the Church life in Sydney with gusto
and new ideas.

Rev Bernard Sibley Willmott 1915 - 2001
As well as ministering to the Society in Sydney
faithfully and well for 91/2 years until late 1974, Bernard
had the responsibility for the Library work under the
auspices of the Dr. William Moore Estate as its Secretary/
Manager. Whilst his ministerial duties remained his priority,
he relished the opportunities which the Library work
brought in making the heavenly doctrines more widely
available throughout the general public and coming directly
into touch with searchers for truth who wanted to
investigate and explore what the theological writings
offered. His love of outreach activities had shown itself in
UK through participation with study groups and the
Missionary Society but now he was in his element! He
acknowledged the very useful foundations laid by his
predecessor, Rev John Teed, and energetically built on
these with new initiatives in a number of directions. His
stated desire to see the formation of an organisation
independent of the Church which could attract a
membership from differing backgrounds was not acted
upon but he was serenely satisfied when the Swedenborg
Association of Australia Ltd was eventually established in
1992. He was appointed its first and to date only honorary
life member.
The next phase of his life was tinged with sadness
when in late 1974 on relinquishing the Sydney Society
pastorate, he had to leave the work that he so loved - full
time ministry. This did carry ramifications for him and the
family both at the time and later. Yet, at age 59, his skills
enabled him to secure a position in the public service in
Canberra. He left any regrets behind and continued serving
the cause of the New Church by voluntarily leading the
Canberra Group, some members of which he had
introduced during visits to the ACT as Sydney Minister and
Library Secretary/Manager. It also gave him more time to
devote to his garden, his favourite pastime. It was a sheer
delight to be shown around the garden and let into many
secrets about the Lord's vegetable kingdom. Bernard and
Barbara returned to Sydney in the mid 1980's to spend
their remaining years at the UPA Retirement Home,
Wahroonga.
Bernard served the New Church twice in its highest
office - President. In Britain he was installed in 1963 at
Brightlingsea when the writer recalls first seeing his friendly
slender figure. With a twinkle in his eye, he would remind
me from time to time about that young man who had acted
as chauffeur to the Conference delegates but had difficulty
seeing over the steering wheel. Our paths next met a year
later when a group of young people from Brightlingsea
crossed the River Thames to attend the evening service at
Snodland following a sumptuous tea prepared by Barbara.
Bernard's second term as President was for the New
Church in Australia from 1973 to 1976, a period during
which our paths came together again with the writer
appointed Secretary of the New Church in Australia in
1974. He received the further honour in the U.K. of
preaching the Conference sermon in 1952.
Bernard leaves much for us to remember him by. His
sincere and unassuming nature, coupled with his wit, dry
sense of humour and many warm stories, stay clearly in
the memories of those who spent time with him. He was a
devoted and gentle husband, and keenly interested in his
sons as they developed their own personalities and lives.
His preaching style was structured, to the point and
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focussed on allowing the truths given by the Lord at His
second advent to shine through. His own belief in their
veracity was unequivocal. Bernard's use of the English
language was masterful and he relished any opportunity to
put pen to paper on issues related to the Church
organisation and its teachings. So the Editorship of The
New Age between 1982 and 1993 brought immense
pleasure to him in his retirement years; equally, the Church
should be grateful for his invaluable contribution. He wrote
many articles and sermons for Church journals here and in
Great Britain. We are singularly fortunate that he himself
published twelve of his sermons and addresses entitled An
Open Door, a book dedicated to Barbara.
Once having embarked on a life devoted to the eternal
welfare of human souls, Bernard's principle objective was
to use all means at his disposal to help those willing to
engage in the process, to develop their understanding of
spiritual life concepts and the depth of the truths contained
in the Word. He freely acknowledged his own mentors in
this process, especially Rev Eric A. Sutton of the British
New Church Conference, which further adds measure to
the man. He, himself, never tired in searching for
enlightenment by delving into the Sacred Scriptures, the
theological writings, other philosophies and life's own
experiences. In encouraging those of us in the Church to
diligently read the theological writings to extend our
knowledge of the truths of our faith - the first process in
time - he also urged the need for constantly applying those
truths in our lives - the good of charity being the first in
intention. To quote from the conclusion of his first sermon
to be published in The New Age (April 1966) under the title
The Capture of Jerusalem (Judges 1:1 - 15):
"This, assuredly, is the ideal that must actuate us
of the Lord's New Church - or who profess to be
of the Lord's New Church. It is love to the Lord
and charity to the neighbour. It is a willingness to
push aside all selfish and selfishly personal
considerations for the advancement of His
Church: for the coming of that time when men
and women will find in these oft-neglected books
of the Writings not just intellectual and dry
doctrines, but even a way of life revealed and
disclosed by the Lord Himself."
In farewelling a truly great New Churchman who
steadfastly and tenaciously carried through all those duties
and responsibilities that came with the promises he made
to his Lord and others, we can be sure that the Lord will
provide him with many new opportunities to be of
invaluable service to those in the spiritual world. He will
tackle these with savour. Just as Bernard would say to
those when leaving him, may we now say "Many blessings
on you".
"But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew
their strength; they shall mount up with wings as
eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and
they shall walk, and not faint" Isaiah 40: 31
With affection,
Neville Jarvis

Southend’s Spring Fayre
Saturday 5th May saw us up, bright and early, for the
launch of a venture that had not seen the like for several
years. Balloons floated from the prominent Church
Notice Board, to draw attention to the poster contained
therein, advertising the venture, opening time 10.30.
Our sale competed with some 25-30 other events during
the day, as listed in the local free-sheet. A "drop" of
some 250 flyers in local letterboxes may have brought in
some of the bargain-hunters.
The trestle tables, usually out but once or twice per
year for our communal lunches, were set in a rectangle
in the centre of the hall, salespersons penned inside. On
the south side were books, videos and CDs; the west
side toys and bric-a-brac; the north face household and
electrical; leaving the east side for cakes and other
confectionery. On the stage new and nearly new
clothing was displayed on tables and three clothesracks. Perhaps those goods would have sold the better
had they been near the door. Tea,
coffee and biscuits were available.
Aware of possible under-manning,
a handful of people of our
acquaintances who but rarely
attend the services were asked if
they might care to help. And
several did, with no little
enthusiasm too.

during the morning. One buyer was probably a dealer;
his buys were under-priced, but at least they sold. The
children's books and toys found buyers. On the Friday
following the Fayre the mothers of our Mothers and
Toddlers Group made further purchases, including a
£20 double-buggy and a set of simple readers for £5.
Because of sharing floats and the range of duties
that people performed, it was impossible to record which
stalls produced which money. The following figures are
thus but a rough guide: some £80 from children's items
including toys, about £60 from books and videos, £11
from plants, £15 from clothes,
£20 from a raffle (prizes being
large cuddly toys that demanded
a means of disposal), a television
set at £15 that replaced one that
had with immaculate timing, just
expired. About £80 came from
the other sources: £280 in all.
We made no charge for
admission.

Two garden benches
commanded the entrance vestibule
So big cakes (forget the biscuits
and on these were plants for sale:
and buns); more plants grown for
Oxalis triangularis
some 20 of each of Gardener's
sale (beans, peas, sweet-peas
Delight and Moneymaker
and maybe cabbage plants
tomatoes, grown in disposable plastic beakers; four only
would have sold), and perennials just in bloom;
of the "butterfly oxalis" (Oxalis triangularis) with its
attractive house plants (the Oxalis plants could have
distinctive deep plum coloured leaves; a couple of trays
been sold twenty times over); those are some of the
of a complementarily coloured 19th century Primula ,
lessons learned. Also clothes near the door, as the
potted on from the abundance of a local garden.
books and videos would have accepted relegation. New
Unfortunately some "poached eggs plants" Limnanthes
homes attracted two electrical appliances, one of which
douglasii, similarly prepared, had failed to realise their
needed but a small repair. The Southend Church thus
flowers in time. Presenting such a dismal spectacle they
fulfilled some needs and also raised its profile in the
were deemed unworthy of being offered for sale. There
area, besides realising a useful addition to our funds.
is a paradox that "point of flower" plants, though clearly
Peter Cunningham
the better bargain (being less stressed) do not appear
so attractive and do not sell as well as those in full
bloom. The Oxalis plants commanded a pound or 50
pence, all other garden items at the bargain 20p or three
for 50 pence. The rhubarb bunches disappeared fast.
Attractively priced, everything sold like hot cakes.
Of the cakes, biscuits and confectionery, other
lessons were learned. Bigger cakes - the sponges,
chocolate cakes, and a coconut-iced cake - all these
were snapped up speedily. Less in demand,
notwithstanding the toil with equal care in their making,
were the individual cakes and biscuits. Clearly a lesson
learned, to apply at Southend and elsewhere on future
occasions. The videos - all of them - and most of the
CDs and tapes and a goodly portion of the books went
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Limanthes douglasii

Sunday School Union Conference 2001
What's fun and lively, serious and stimulating, friendly
and informal? The answer to this has to be the Sunday
School Union Conference held at Chester on the 19th of
May! These were some of the comments from some of
the thirty or so participants. The theme of the
conference was it's good to talk - communication'
Our president, Mrs Hilary Eastwood, set the tone of
the Conference, with the opening service and
presidential address on talking to the Lord. The formal
business of Conference occupied the earlier part of the
morning when we heard of the activities of the Council
and of the Union finances. In particular the work of the
Building Fund was commended and Schools were
urged to use it to update equipment and to improve
facilities.
After the business, two renowned talkers Jean
Chambers and Pauline Grimshaw enacted a typical
evening's phone conversation discussing subjects that
the Council thought were of great importance in today's
church. In particular the question of some form of
membership ceremony for young people and the
question of preparation for and eligibility to participate in
the Sacrament of the Holy Supper were discussed. In
discussion it emerged that many young adults (including
one thirty two year old adult present) still feel uneasy
about participating in Sacramental services because of
disapproving attitudes expressed when they were
younger. A pilot leaflet ' Thinking about the Holy Supper'
which explained the Holy Supper in simple clear terms
was discussed. It was felt that this could be part of a
lesson series. It was suggested that simple leaflets
could be produced on subjects such as baptism and
church furnishings and ceremonies. It was felt that
guidance from the ministry on this topic would be
appreciated.
During the lunch time break we had the opportunity
of looking at the colouring Exhibition pictures which

were of a very high standard. Children had to colour and
caption a picture of the Last Supper. Topically one
picture had Judas you are the weakest link!' On display
too was superb set of photographs of children of the
Derby School showing a wide variety of activities that
they had enjoyed over the last few years and various
pieces of artwork including an unusual stained glass
window in gold and silver.
During the afternoon session the question of talking
to children was discussed. Material from the CAM
session on Talks for Children was discussed. Our
President gave a sample children's talk illustrating the
importance of suitable props and the use of child
friendly language! It amply fulfilled the criteria for a
successful talk, even the unexpected reply from one of
the participating children.
We then split into group sessions to prepare a
complete children's talk, reading and prayer on given
topics. It is amazing how such creative and imaginative
talks were prepared in such a short time using any
props that were to hand. It was surprising how effective
pieces of mime could be and how people have talents
such as the ability to use sign language that can be
employed in talks. Many of us confessed to having
difficulty in preparing children's talks in the setting of a
church service and found the techniques, tips and
practical demonstrations very helpful.
Finally this report would not be complete without
thanking the Chester School for their wonderful
hospitality which included a splendid hot buffet with a
staggering variety of salads at lunch time and a lovely
sandwich and home made cake tea. Delicious! The
Guides too had made lovely chocolate mint crisps to go
as a finishing touch with the coffee. We were sad when
came to an end such a happy day. See you in 2002!
Pauline Grimshaw

Report of Council Meeting
An early start and late finish for this meeting meant a
somewhat jaded reporter endeavouring to hang in there.
The Treasurer had good news and not so good
news. As at our last meeting the Treasurer reported a
healthy surplus. However this is as a result of a large
anonymous donation, sale of property and legacies. The
Church cannot afford to be complacent as such items
cannot be relied on as future expenditure is planned.
Indeed legacies totalling £79K is the highest in ten
years. Sadly the impact of the fluctuating markets of the
day led to a decision to lower the dividend rate of those
investing in the Conference Pool to 24.5 pence from 26
pence.
The MAC and the Committee of Ministers have
been considering the training of Assistant Ministers to
Full Ministers. It was decided that there could be
5

10th/11th May 2001

different paths to achieve this:
1)
2)
3)

4)

Advanced Doctrinal Study at College.
Course of Specialist Academic Study including
relevant Applied Theology
Course of Training in particular skills needed by
Conference including relevant Applied
Theology.
After an agreed term of Three Years Service an
Assistant Minister to undergo one year of
continuous assessment.

It was regretted that the 'New Church Magazine' would
cease to be published. Thanks were expressed to Rev
BrianTalbot for his Editorship.
(Continued on page 8)

Scenes from Swedenborg’s Sweden
The city of Stockholm is built on fourteen islands of
varying sizes surrounded by the clear blue waters of
Lake Mälaren and Saltsjön, an inlet from the Baltic Sea.
It has frequently been referred to as the 'Venice of the
North' and certainly is one of the most attractive capitals
of northern Europe. Today all the islands are densely
populated with many bridges for road or rail links. But
back in the 18th century, when Emanuel Swedenborg
was one of it's famous residents the city was
concentrated on a group of three islands forming the
Old Town or Gamla Stan.

Hornsgatan (Mariatorget is on the left)

Gamla Stan
Emanuel lived in a number of different locations in
Stockholm throughout his life. From 1728 to 1733 he
lived in an apartment in Stora Nygatan, a street in
Gamla Stan close to the Cathedral, the ancient town
square, Stortorget and the Riddarhus (House of
Nobles). Later he moved just south of Gamla Stan to
Slussen and then in 1745 he moved to his final Swedish
home in Horsnsgatan just west of Slussen. From his
large house and garden in semi-rural Hornsgatan he
would have been able to walk down hill, over the bridge
and into Gamla Stan in less than thirty minutes.

apartments, which replaced
the earlier dwellings,
including Emanuel's home.
Close to where he lived
there is now a small
square, Mariatorget, in
which is located a statue of
Swedenborg. Appropriately
the road going due south
from Mariatorget down to
the Stockholm South
railway station is called
Swedenborgsgatan.

Swedenborg statue in
Mariatorget

His large garden in
Hornsgatan included fruit
trees, a vegetable garden, a maze and the famous
summerhouse facing east and which was approached
by a long path through the garden from the house. At
the time his property was demolished to make way for
the late 19th century apartment blocks an open air

Stortorget
Today Hornsgatan is a long road of about 2km set
almost east-west and though it has been much
developed it is still full of mid to late 19th century
6

Summerhouse in Skansen

(Continued on page 7)

(Continued from page 6)

museum was being established at Skansen, on the
island of Djurgården, about 45 minutes walk east from
the city centre. This museum is dedicated to rescuing
and displaying traditional buildings from the Swedish
past. Many people work in the museum carrying out the
traditional crafts and activities in real surroundings. The
summer house is set in a garden in Skansen and the
current guidebooks comments, ".. the part of the rose
garden nearest the summer house contains plants
which are known to have been in Swedenborg's garden,
e.g. larkspur, sweet William, flax, a scented white rose,
bleeding heart, violets, tulips and hyacinths."
Being surrounded by water the city of Stockholm is
a delightful place from which to set out on a boat trip
and many excursions are available during the summer
months. One such trip takes you to Drottningholm
Palace, about 1 hours ride by steam boat. This palace,
still used in part, was built in 1662 and it is likely that
because of Swedenborg's involvement in the House of
Nobles and his contacts with the royal family, he may
have visited this palace.

brickwork was restored in the late 19th century and still
looks new making a great contrast with the very old
interior. The spires are very different to the ones
Emanuel would have first known as the original ones
were destroyed by fire and replaced in 1744 and these
in turn were again replaced in 1889! Uppsala was also
the home of Carl von Linné, born Linnaeus, known for
his classification of minerals, plants and animals. He
was a contemporary of Swedenborg and married the
daughter of one of Swedenborg's cousins. A small
museum and garden is dedicated to Linné's work in
Uppsala.

Uppsala Cathedral

Drottningholm Palace
Uppsala is the other Swedish city which Emanuel
Swedenborg had known very well. It is a university city
somewhat like Oxford or Cambridge with a large
number of university buildings dotted about, a small
river running through it and countless students and
bicycles. Emmanuel's father, Jesper, had been
professor of theology at the university and rector of the
cathedral before moving away to become bishop at
Skara.
On a hill overlooking the city is the impressive
castle, Uppsala Slott, originally built in the 1550's but
rebuilt in its present form by 1757. The other building
which dominates the skyline is the cathedral founded in
1260. It is a large and impressive gothic building but
unusually the exterior is clad in brick. Much of this

Although Emanuel Swedenborg died in London in
1772 and was buried in the Swedish Church in Princes
Square, the casket containing his remains was removed
to Uppsala Cathedral in 1908. There are more than
twenty chapels in the cathedral at Uppsala dedicated to
various people and causes. As you enter the cathedral
through the main door you find in the first chapel on the
left the grave of Carl von Linné and in the first chapel on
the right the red granite sarcophagus of Emmanuel
Swedenborg. The current guide to the cathedral makes
the comment; "Swedenborg was a Swedish scientist
and religious mystic who died in London in 1772. His
body was returned to Sweden with much pomp and
ceremony in 1908 (though his skull was not returned till
1978)."

The red granite sarcophagus
There are of course many other sites to visit, which
have association with the life of Emanuel Swedenborg
but I hope you have enjoyed reading about the ones
illustrated in this article.
Uppsala Slott
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Alan Misson

National Womens League Meeting

12th May 2001

At Bradford Church 29 friends met for the Annual
Meeting of the national Womens League.
The Opening service, which was arranged and
conducted by Mrs Anne Clarkson, opened with prayer
and the readings were taken by Mrs Nellie Thomas and
Mrs Susan Howorth. The theme of the service was the
Lord's promise that "He would be with us always, even
to the end". Due to no organist being available, the
hymns were spoken and most of the congregation found
this to be a most enjoyable experience.
We were delighted to have with us Rev Geoffrey
Clarkson BA and Rev Chris Jackson. A collection, on
behalf of the benevolent Fund, was taken by the
Treasurers.
Following the service came the business meeting
and in her address the retiring President, Mrs Barbara
Stanley, urged us all to try to accept the changes taking
place at the present time and to "trust in the Lord and
His Divine Providence" and "He will lead us to new and
greener pastures".
Apologies were received from Mrs Joan Silver, Mrs
Joyce Bannister and Mrs Margaret Martin. Following the
Treasurer's and Secretary's reports we came to the
election of officers.
Mrs Jean Chambers was elected President for the

next two years and Mrs Barbara Stanley as VicePresident. As there were no new nominations for the
committee the following were re-elected:

(Continued from page 5)

his nomination for this innovative appointment to replace
the President.
At the request of the Ministry the Remuneration
Committee along with two Representatives of the
Ministry would look again at the package which had led
to some misunderstanding of the impact on individuals.
As this will lead to a delay in implementation all
employees would receive £500.00 as a one off payment
in lieu of backdated remuneration.
There was a unanimous desire that young people
be encouraged to attend Conference. Sympathetic
consideration would be given to any young person who
felt that financial help would be needed.
Rev Richard Keyworth serving in New Zealand
expressed a desire to be at Conference 2001.
Conference 2002 was to have been held at Van
Mildert College in the North East. Unfortunately major
renovation is to take place and our booking has been
cancelled. The only other venue available at a suitable
time is Swanwick, but again it means holding
Conference early, from July 8th-11th..
It was noted that in his retirement Rev Michael
Stanley and his wife Barbara will visit Mauritius for three
months from April to June 2002.
Discussions are in progress with Martin Pennington
from Australia. He will be ordained as a Minister in the
Autumn and will take up a pastorate at Bradford on
Spring 2002. We look forward to welcoming him, his
wife and four children to Britain.

The MAC has met for the last time. Ministerial
matters are to be channelled through Rev Robert Gill as
Secretary of the Committee of Ministers.
Alan Misson representing the RENEW team
attended the meeting to discuss their presentation to
Conference. Five Key initiatives will be brought to
Conference and will be voted on as a whole because
the elements of the package are interdependent.
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

Educational Initiatives
Communication
New Church Centre Growth Trial
The Residential Centre Trial
Web Site Development

Renew would like to move towards a New Style
Conference which hopefully will be debated at
Conference. The Council was looking into the
introduction of 'One Man One Vote'. There was
recognition that this would incur considerably more
expense .It was also recognised that material and
information would need to be simplified. Despite these
concerns it was agreed that this is the right way forward.
Rev Ian Russell had been nominated by the
Ministers as The Senior Minister. Ian attended the
meeting to present his thoughts on the role of Senior
Minister and where he saw his talents supporting this
role. Although Ian will only be able to give 50% of his
time as Senior Minister because he wishes to continue
his important work at the College, the Council accepted
8

Secretary
Treasurer
Asst. Treasurer
Committee

Mrs M Liversage
Mrs V Clayton
Mrs A Walton
Mrs N Thomas
Mrs S Howorth
Mrs J Silver

Under any other business it was suggested that the
Secretary contact all the Societies enclosing an insert
for their Newsletter or Magazine making people aware
of the aims and work of the Benevolent Fund.
The ladies from the Clayton-Le Moors Church
extended an invitation for the AGM in 2001 to be held at
Clayton at a date to be decided at the next committee
meeting.
Following the end of the meeting, tea was served by
the ladies of the Bradford Church, thus bringing to close
an afternoon of happy fellowship.
M Liversage
Secretary

Mrs Jean Chambers

In Memoriam
Edna was born at Accrington, a lifelong member of the
New Church, and who passed into the spiritual world at
the grand old age of 88. She was greatly loved by all
who were fortunate enough to have known her, and she
is sadly missed, especially by the folk of the Bath
Society.
Even from an early age her interest in her Church
was deep. This was obvious from the fact that between
1931 and 1933 she successfully passed the Junior and
Senior Division examinations of the Swedenborg
Society.
In adult life, this devotion continued in her personal
interests for church life. As a member of the church at
Penkett Road, Wallasey, during the ministry of Rev
Colborne-Kitching, Edna acted as church secretary, a
post she held until she left the area.
Later still, at our Church in Bath, Somerset, at a
time when finances and the congregation were low, she
helped, under the guidance of the late Rev Clifford
Curry with some of the more menial tasks associated
with church activities - including the dusting, cleaning,
hoovering, and at one time even playing the organ, the
latter accomplishment in spite of her limited knowledge
of playing the piano!
Possibly Edna's most memorable high-light was
reading the Church Service when no minister was
available. All these jobs being undertaken concurrently
while she was acting as the Church's Treasurer, and
this for a period of 17 years. It is pleasurable to note that
while acting as treasurer - her many other duties were
never neglected, and the Annual Accounts always

Edna Lewis 1912 - 2000
submitted on time after being audited by the late Mrs
Joyce Smith.
Edna was blessed with an enquiring mind, and in
addition to her other duties in the Church, she
researched the Minutes of the Society regarding the
Presidency of Sir Isaac Pitman (of shorthand fame). The
Society was thriving in those days, and an annual weeklong religious festival was organised, with some of the
events being held in the Bath Assembly Rooms, and on
occasion opened by the Mayor of Bath.
Edna discovered details of the purchase of land to
the rear of our church in Henry Street (used firstly for
stabling horses) for the sum of £150. This proved to
have been a very far-sighted purchase. Towards the
end of Edna’s time as Treasurer, the decision to sell the
Henry Street premises was taken. Edna became
involved in the consultations on the sale and the church
in Henry Street was eventually sold for a considerable
sum. This enabled the move to our present site at
Combe Down, ensuring a much cherished financial
independence for the Bath Society. We are now in a
position to be able to help less fortunate societies and
Conference itself.
Without question Edna lived out her life of Love to
the Lord and to the neighbour to the full, and to her
memory can added the spirit of the Swedenborg adage:
"All religion has relation to life, and the life
of religion is to do good."

John Lewis

Auxiliary Ministry Weekend
On the evening of Friday 4th May, a group of 18
Worship Leaders met at Purley Chase to share together
in a weekend of training and sharing, under the
leadership of Rev John Presland and Jan Millar. The
purpose of the weekend was to look at new material and
to share a piece that we had prepared with the rest of
the group.
The presentations were certainly varied, and ranged
from children's talks through to meditations and more
formal worship. Each person brought a piece that they
had not yet used in worship and shared it with the
group, followed by any comments and constructive
criticism. We were certainly a receptive audience, but
perhaps not an easy one, as the people giving children's
talks found out! It taught us all a lesson to be prepared
for any contributions children may give...
We had some stimulating discussions on both the
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Faith and the Creed of the New Church, and the way in
which we can use them in our worship. We were also
given a guided tour of the new library, which has
undertaken a re-vamping recently.
The weekend was not all serious, as the dramatic
representations of Biblical stories showed.
We also
had a quiz on out knowledge of the Bible, which gave
most of us some surprises!
On behalf of the group I would like to thank Jan and
John for all their hard work, and to say that worship
leading is going from strength to strength.
Becky Jarvis
Seaburn Dene

A Minister for Bradford New Church
Mr Martin Pennington of Adelaide Australia will be ordained by the Australian New Church in November 2001. For
sometime he has expressed an interest in gaining experience here in the UK after his ordination.
Following consultations between the Conference Council, the MAC and various Churches, Martin has chosen to
accept the invitation of the Bradford New Church. His four year pastorate will begin in February 2002.
The Church here looks forward to welcoming Martin, his wife Heather and their four children, Elise (13 yrs),
Myanna (9), Huon (7) and Shinea (3). We hope that they really enjoy their time with us. We look forward to their
contribution to the life of the Church here, particularly in Bradford.
In the meantime we send them our good wishes and blessings as Martin completes his course.
Rev John Sutton, President of Conference, June 2001

R.I.P

M.A.C Nearly makes three score years and ten

On Tuesday 22nd May the Ministerial Advisory Council met for the last time at the New Church College. The MAC
has, like the era of the Lord's Church with the same initials, outlived its usefulness. Rev Bruce Jarvis has looked
up the following short history of the Advisory Council.
Conference 1930

Resolved: That the Ministers and Leaders Committee be empowered to appoint a
Ministerial Council (sic).

Conference 1931

Rule 22a: The Ministers and Leaders Committee shall appoint annually a Ministerial
Advisory Council, which shall include the Ordaining Ministers, and the Superintendent
Ministers, as and when elected. The Council shall be available to Societies, Ministers and
others, for Advisory and Consultative purposes. The Secretary shall be nominated by the
members of the M. and L. Committee, and be appointed by the Conference at the annual
meeting. Rev S J C Goldsack was appointed as the first secretary.

Conference 1932

First report of the Ministerial Council (sic) Five members, met once during the year, dealing
with orders of services, viz. marriage, burial, weddings, funerals, ordination, recognition, etc.
Recommended the issuing of the liturgy, hymn book and supplement in one volume. "No
other matters" referred to the Council.

Conference 2001

69 years later the final report of the MAC was presented.

"No other matters" contrasts with the long agendas which the MAC has had over several years. We look forward to
discovering new ways in which the Church can effectively consult its ministry in this renewed era of the Church.
Rev John Sutton, President of Conference, June 2001

The Library and Archives Committee is very grateful to all Society secretaries
who responded to the request for a list of the minute books, registers and other
historical material which their Societies hold. The Committee looks forward to
hearing from the few who have not as yet replied. The information is of great
assistance to us when we receive genealogical and other enquiries.
Frances Fisher
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Readers Letters continued
(Continued from page 12)

Dear Editor,
I was delighted to read Joan Farrar's
letter (May Lifeline) and I am
pleased to know that she enjoys
especially articles about William
Blake, Helen Keller, John Flaxman
etc., even though the recent articles
to which she refers have actually
appeared in the Swedenborg
Society's newsletter, ‘Things Seen
and Heard’, and in ‘Outlook’ rather
than in ‘Lifeline’.
I was most interested in the
passage she quoted from the
writings of Dame Edith Sitwell. She
became a Roman Catholic in 1955

(towards the end of her life), under
the influence of her friend the poet
Roy Campbell, but I am unaware of
any other particular religious
influences. She was, however,
according to her friend John
Lehmann's appreciation in the
Dictionary of National Biography,
"an inveterate anthologist" and her
1943 anthology, ‘A Poet's
Notebook’, apparently "...showed
the range of her reading and the
depths of her reflections on art". It is
not surprising, therefore, to learn
that Edith Sitwell had read some
Swedenborg and had got some
appreciation of correspondences.
She may have come across

New Church College News
The College has just held the 2001 Summer School,
and it has been an enriching and enlightening
experience for the fifteen students who attended. As
part of the opening service, we built a witness heap (see
Genesis 31:48, 52 and Joshua 22:34) in the middle of
the lecture room, consisting of stones arranged round
and touching a central stone pillar, representing the
Lord. Remarkably, there was a great reluctance to
demolish this witness heap. It remained in the middle of
the room for the entire duration of the School, and
became not only the prime focus of the room, but the
altar used in all the services that were conducted. At the
end of the School, students took away a stone from the
heap, to remind them of the unity of the weekend.
The main theme of the School was ‘The Universal
Human’. Two ministers, Michael Stanley and John
Presland, guided us through this remarkable topic from
An Introduction to the Universal Human, through
Literalism, Dogma and Creed, via A Universal Morality
and God - Who, What, Where, When?, to The Crown of
all the Churches. College students are a fairly well
bonded group, but the very nature of the Universal
Human, and all of us being part of it, drew us all closer
together than usual, and the love and understanding
shared was strong and sometimes tangible. We are all
extremely grateful to the two lecturers for bringing so
much life to the subject.
But this was not all that took place in the five days of
Summer School. You rarely get invited to College to do
one thing only! The College AGM was held, preceded
by a ‘College Fair’ of student work, ranging from a
display of liturgies dating as far back as 1793, to a card
game that helps teach correspondences. Four groups of
students travelled to churches in Accrington, Chester,
Dalton and Radcliffe to conduct their Sunday Services.
We had a midsummer celebration in the countryside,
complete with biblical readings and discussion, and a
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Swedenborg when reading Blake or
Elizabeth Barrett Browning, or
perhaps the French poet, Charles
Baudelaire, whose most famous
poem is actually called
‘Correspondances’ and clearly
reflects the influence that the
Writings had had on him.
I have on my shelves the
delightful four volume autobiography
by her brother Sir Osbert Sitwell, but
I can find no reference to
Swedenborg in the index.
Your sincerely,
Richard Lines

July 2001
picnic tea. On the last morning we held a silent
communal breakfast, culminating with an administration
of the Holy Supper, conducted by (the then almost) Rev.
Rita Russell. Quite a few of us sat our end-of-semester
assessments. Students conducted matins and vespers.
There was never a dull moment.
All in all, it was a remarkable weekend. The
Principal was overheard at the end saying, "I love these
weekends, but I also love when they finish!". By the
time you read this, we will already have celebrated a
reunion at Conference, and are already anticipating
Winter School 2002. You can't keep a College Student
down!
Alan Bowie

Universal Daily Register 18th April 1785

Readers Letters
Dear Editor,
In my article "Everyone is called to
serve", May issue, 5th paragraph,
page 37, I ascribe what I quoted
there ("Within the affection of every
angel's will is a latent vein which
draws the mind on to doing
something") to Rev Lawson Smith.
At least one of your readers has
picked up on the fact that this is in
fact straight from the Writings, from
"Conjugial Love", paragraph 6, subsection 6. I had come across it in a
sermon written by Mr.Smith.
With very best wishes,
Rev Ian Arnold

Dear Editor
I read Rev John Booth's article in
the May issue on the Future of the
Church, with great interest. I believe
he makes some very valid points
which I felt moved to respond to,
both from my own perspective and
also as a member of the Renew
team.
John talks about our
organisation becoming a publishing
body and only focusing on a reading
population. This is probably an
understandable assumption
because the Renew proposals keep
using the term 'education'.
I am sorry if this is the
impression gained because it is not

how I see it at all. I would turn this
idea on its head and suggest that
perhaps our Church organisation
has in the past been too concerned
with the intellectual, and not
embraced the more mystical and
experiential side of spirituality. I
believe the Renew initiatives are the
opportunity for our organisation to
correct this balance between
intellectual thought and experience,
between the left brain and right
brain, by taking Swedenborg's
insights out into the more
experiential arena of new age
spirituality. Using resources such as
pictures, natural materials, and
music and linking them to activities
ranging from discussion to guided
meditation, drama, dance or other
creative medium, it is possible for
people to relate Swedenborg's
insights to their own experience,
often in a profound and life changing
way. I believe the Renew proposals
will enable us to bring the power of
the Lord into the lives of so many
more people than our current
organisational structure and Sunday
worship based activities allow.
I see our organisation as like the
butterfly which is still hidden inside
the chrysalis, constrained by the
church traditions inherited from the
First Christian Church. These were
no doubt right at the time of the first
Swedenborg readers but as we
know, society has changed, in many
ways as a direct result of the
influence of the New Age from the
heavens.

allow the beautiful butterfly to
emerge. Emerging tentatively at first
whilst it finds its feet and dries its
wings in the much wider sphere of
the general spirituality movement,
outside of the safe confines of a
traditional church organisation.
Will we still need a ministry? My
answer would be a definite 'yes'. We
will always need the inspiration and
guidance that only those who have
studied the Word and Writings in
depth can give.
Will we lose the church societies
as we know them? I do not know.
My guess is that over time we may
lose some traditions but that we will
continue to have like minded people
meeting together to learn, share and
worship - perhaps in new ways, but
who will also support and care for
each other in the way John Booth
would like. Surely human nature,
filled with the Lord's spirit of love will
ensure this. I do not believe it is
appropriate for Renew to say how in
this broader organisation, people
should organise themselves, their
groups/societies and worship. We
must leave this to the individuals
themselves and to the Lord's
Providence.
Yours sincerely,
Helen Newton

I see the Renew initiatives as
enabling the chrysalis constraining
our organisation, to break open and
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