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OK. I've a confession to make. The concept of the Divine Human is something I continue
to struggle with. From time to time, I think, "Yes - I understand that, I've got it." But soon
enough the moment passes, and I find myself left with a sense of uncertainty. Does
anyone else share my difficulty? Still, I'm comforted with the thought that my salvation
doesn't hang on getting it all right. Woe betide me, or any of us, if it did.
I believe it is important for us to continue refining our understanding of the Lord. Our
understanding of every other article of our faith hangs on our comprehension of the
Divine. It is my aim to explore this idea - that a better understanding of our Lord and
Saviour has important implications for the rest of our beliefs - indeed our day-to-day life.
In many ways, I chart the journey I have travelled this year. At times it has been aided
by my own study and reading, at other times stimulated by work with dispersed learning.
The lessons I draw are very personal ones but I hope they strike a chord, and stimulate
you to continue your own search for the Lord in your life.
The search for the historical Jesus
Late last year, while tutoring for the College, I found stimulation to re-examine the work
of the modern American theologian and mystic, Matthew Fox. He suggests that the
Christian Church has spent too long looking for the historical Jesus, and that search has
hampered our relationship with what he calls the "Cosmic Christ".
In recent history we have seen a great sea-change in human thought. Where
religion once held sway in people's thinking, science has taken over. We can see
evidence of this change even in Emanuel Swedenborg's time. Deism, a prime example,
portrayed God as above and beyond the world - a kind of great watchmaker - whose
only influence upon the world was to bring it into being. Deists claimed that God created
his clock, wound it up, and then left it to run. In developing these theories, they were
attempting to bring religious thought into line with scientific knowledge of the time. They
wanted to marry the two together in such a way as to create a unified picture of the
world, but did so assuming that science was the measure to which religion had to
conform.
But the Deist view has very relevant implications. They concluded that revelation
beyond that initial creative point was a nonsense - remove God from the world, and
Divine authority of the Bible, even the existence of Christ, become not only irrelevant,
but absurd. So even 300 years ago, the cracks in the Churches' armour become
apparent.
Of course, the mainstream church has never let go of the figure of Christ. But who
was he? When exactly did he live? What did he do with his life between the ages of
twelve and thirty, something which the gospels never reveal? And while we're on the
gospels, where are the other historical records which could verify the importance and
the very existence of this figure, Jesus of Nazareth? Is it possible to corroborate the
(Continued on page 2)
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Biblical account with secular records? Intriguing
questions they are, but during the Age of Enlightenment
they took on new meaning. The church felt the need to
provide scientific evidence which might justify its own
activities. The wealth of books published on this
historical Jesus, even in modern times, suggests that
we still haven't stopped trying.
All this scientific activity has left the churches with
somewhat of an identity crisis, and the identity we have
the most crises over is that of Jesus Christ. We're left
wondering whether He really is God Incarnate. We think
we can prove he existed, but there's been no real
attempt to demonstrate his Divinity. That is, after all, of
no particular interest to the scientist. But simply proving
that Jesus lived means nothing in spiritual terms. Many
of the Jews who met him did not believe either!
... the Jews began to grumble about him
because he said, "I am the bread that came
down from heaven." They said, "Is this not
Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and
mother we know? How can he now say, `I
came down from heaven'?"
(John 6:41,42)

In Jesus The Man, Barbara Theiring tells us that,
yes, Jesus really did live. But she also claims that he
was a member of the Essene sect of Jews, that he
didn't die on the cross, he was buried alive, rescued by
his followers, went on to marry Mary Magdalene, father
a number of children, divorce, and die in old age and
obscurity. Whatever the historical truth, Christ was then,
not now, and we're not entirely sure whether he was
Divine. I'm left to ask whether his life is at all relevant to
mine. So when we read "No one comes to the Father
except through me" (John 14:6) the natural conclusion
is that salvation is by faith alone. The only possible
relevance this historical figure can have for me is if I
accept his "once for all" act of atonement. We have the
seeds of a "big bang" theory of salvation.
The paradox of “Divine Love in a Human form”
For me, our great need is to recognise the paradox
which is the very core of the Lord. This paradox - the
apparent contradiction of great truths - is essential to
gain a true understanding of God, ourselves, and
creation.
This has been brought home to me in several ways
recently. A few months ago, I met a Quaker who asked,
"How do you understand the Bible? Is it Divinely
inspired, or does it contain hidden meanings?" To which
I replied, "Well, both!" Why do we assume time and time
again that because one thing is true, that another must
therefore be false?
New Church teaching is not afraid of paradox.
Neither should we be. A great illustration of this is the
way Swedenborg handles the debate about salvation is it by faith alone or by works? At one point he says that
salvation is not by faith alone, and the evangelical
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Christian says, "OK you believe in works, then." To
which the Writings reply, "No, it isn't that either." On the
other hand, we should acknowledge that salvation may
actually be by either, in that both faith and works are
capable of leading us to a greater appreciation of the
Divine and His will for our life which is true salvation. So
we have to say that the answer to the question is both
and neither.
Paradox exists everywhere, even in science. As
modern scientific understanding develops, we are
coming to see that existence itself is paradoxical. For
example, in reading the recent Swedenborg Foundation
publication, Healing our Worldview by John Hitchcock, I
discovered that the well known picture of the atom (as a
central nucleus, around which small electron particles
spin) is actually a fallacy, although it is often presented
as "gospel truth" in many arenas. It's actually quite easy
to understand. Imagine a rocket leaving our planet's
surface for a distant moon. In order to break free of
earth's gravitational pull, it has to go very fast. Now,
applying that to the atom, it has been shown that
electrons have too much energy to be bound to an atom
as particles - they would simply whiz off, because they'd
be going far too fast to be trapped by the atom. So, in
order to be part of an atom, an electron must actually
exist as a wave. Hitchcock addresses this paradox of
living:
We live in a cosmos which contains both
matter and spirit. The equal reality of
opposites in one thing makes that thing
complete, or whole, yet not without conflict.
Our human consciousness, at least, feels a
conflict between the matter and spirit sides
of our being.
(Healing our Worldview , p 184)

Science and religion exist side by side, answering
many of the same questions. So-called "proof" that one
is right doesn't mean that the other is wrong. This "equal
reality of opposites" reflects the nature of the Divine
Human - Love and Wisdom. We are told that Divine
Love alone would draw everyone to heaven; Divine
Wisdom alone can only condemn all to hell. Made in the
image and likeness of God, we too express these
opposites, as does creation around us.
Connecting with the Lord
But the very term we've been using - the Divine Human
- is paradoxical in itself. Reading the Psalms, I am
amazed that some of the very human emotions
identified are, in fact, the Lord's.
If only you would slay the wicked, O God! Away
from me, you bloodthirsty men! They speak of you with
evil intent; your adversaries misuse your name. Do I not
hate those who hate you, O LORD, and abhor those
who rise up against you? I have nothing but hatred for
them; I count them my enemies. (Psalm 139:19-22)
(Continued on page 3)
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How can we see these words as Divine? It's a side
of the Lord we don't often see in the gospels. But if the
Word of the Old Testament relates to the life of the Lord,
it helps bring the Lord closer in my mind. The Lord
experienced these feelings while walking the earth, and
He is present with me in my experience of them too.
Here is the living connection we can all experience with
the Divine. This is the essential link between the
historical Jesus and "Divine Love in a Human form". In
John's Gospel, the Lord Himself said, "While I am in the
world, I am the light of the world" (John 9:5). He can
only illuminate our darkness through His living
presence, here and now.
Our connection with the Lord is direct, as individuals
or collectively in worship. We don't need any third party
to do it for us. We don't need a remote server or
account number to surf the spiritual internet - we're
permanently connected! Jesus said, "For where two or
three come together in my name, there am I with
them." (Matthew 18:20) If this is so, why is our church
so dependant upon the ordained ministry? Is Christ
present in your worship? According to New Church
teaching, ministers are not the sole agents of God's
grace. We don't need to be, because the Lord is present
in the hearts and minds of everybody here. Thank the
Lord!
Now, in practical terms, a church without a minister
may not be able to do as much as one with a minister.
But the differences remain practical. A church without a
minister will never be spiritually inferior. The inferiority
complex churches experience is of
our own making. This may be
difficult truth to practise, but it is
ultimately liberating for
congregations who would otherwise
fold up and die for lack of ministerial
leadership, and for ministers who
are looking increasingly to other
ways to express their calling outside
traditional church walls. Its
imperative we reassess our attitude
to the ministry-laity divide, in the
light of the teaching that the Divine
Human is present with all.
Connecting with others
Now, when we connect with the
Lord we're called to connect with
others too. The problem is that they
probably don't use the same words
as we do. I've already used
Matthew Fox's "Cosmic Christ", but
there are probably other
understandings of the Lord too. In order to engage with
these people we need to speak a common language.
For the those in the mainstream Christian churches, that
language is often the Epistles. Let's consider an
example from the book of Hebrews:
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Therefore, since we have a great high priest
who has gone through the heavens, Jesus
the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith
we profess. For we do not have a high priest
who is unable to sympathize with our
weaknesses, but we have one who has
been tempted in every way, just as we are-yet was without sin. Let us then approach
the throne of grace with confidence, so that
we may receive mercy and find grace to
help us in our time of need. (Hebrews 4:1416)

What is the traditional New Church response to
this? It might be that Jesus Christ is our Lord God, not
some separate high priest figure. But let's look at what
the author was actually trying to say. It was written to
Jewish Christians, perhaps to prevent their return to
mainstream Judaism. Christ is spoken of as a high
priest, who abolished the need for the temple rituals, in
particular here, the annual Day of Atonement. Now
place that alongside statements from the writings, like
Arcana Caelestia 2576.5. Here, the rending of the
temple veil (Matthew 27:51; Mark 15:38; Luke 23:45)
corresponds to the Lord opened an approach to the
Divine itself through his Human made Divine. Remove
the idea of separate persons, just as you would in the
gospels, and Hebrews paints a pretty good picture of
the way the Lord established our salvation, in terms
readily understood by other Christians.
Of course, without an understanding of Hebrews
and the context of the passage we have no sense of
where the common ground lies, and
all we're left to do is criticise. The
result is rejection - we've rejected
them, and they reject us. Find the
common ground, affirm what is
good, and there may be real
opportunity for dialogue. This is
only illustrative of the way we
should be connecting with others finding a common language with
which to speak. You will find that
m a n y s h ar e o u r ef f o r t t o
comprehend the Lord, and that we
may be able to share our doctrinal
tools in a positive, affirmative
manner to the benefit of all.
This "Divine Human" is one of the
greatest contributions we have to
make to humanity. It recognises
Jesus Christ as Man and God. It
establishes our connection with the
Lord. It sees Christ at work in the
world today, active in creation, and
in the lives of all his children. It breaks us free from
spiritual dependence upon others. Our understanding of
the Lord is what the world is waiting for. Now all we've
got to do is pluck up the courage to share it.

Spiritual Insights
For this session, Conference,
after a few words of explanation,
split into small groups of eight or
nine to study the Spiritual Insights
Course, session 5.

one makes the channel of
communication wider and
clearer - the connection grows
stronger, making future choices
more likely to be the same one.

The course was designed for
use in house or Church based
groups. Membership of each
group could be mixed, church or
non-church, and Ministerial input
is discouraged! It has been found
that on the whole people speak
more freely in a group of lay
people who are relative strangers,
discussing and analysing their
inmost thoughts, feelings and
problems.

The group I was in declined an
offer inviting us to list the people
to whom we would turn in time
of trouble, but we did think
about it individually for a few
minutes.

We started by reading the
introduction, which stressed how
we are all so interdependent on
so many people, and how often
people, in their turn are
dependent upon us. We
recognised how much a few
words of praise can encourage
and lift the spirit.
We then read what was called
"The Swedenborg Insight". Not
only are we dependent on many
people in this world, we have at
all times, unseen spiritual friends
with us in our deepest feelings
and thoughts.
The group found it very reassuring to learn that
thoughts, which seems to come to us unbidden - "out of
the blue" - are from our spiritual companions - nasty,
cruel and harmful thoughts from spirits from the hells,
and from angelic spirits, the good and heavenly
thoughts we receive.
Our responsibility is in accepting and making them
our own, or rejecting these thoughts - we have free will.
We can choose - as we tune into "Radio Heaven" or
"Radio Hell"! - its our choice. Constant tuning to either

We had a long discussion about
mental illness and how a person
can seem to be completely
changed, and act wholly out of
character, in states of mental
turmoil.
Swedenborg's
teachings about the spiritual
state of those suffering
dementia, schizophrenia or
similar illnesses are very
reassuring - revealing that the
Lord preserves a person's true
character and personality
through all these kinds of
illness.
The session closed with an
Affirmation and Meditation.
The Affirmation - I am not
responsible for negative
thoughts and feelings that come
into my head and heart, nor am
I entitled to claim the positive
ones but I need to exercise my freewill in rejecting
negative thoughts and feelings, and accepting positive
ones - was felt to be very helpful.
The meditation was a lovely calm and peaceful end
to the experience.
The general opinion was that such soul searching
and revealing of one's inner thoughts and worries could
be very difficult in a group of friends, but could be of
great value in a group of comparative strangers.
It was nice to have a "taster"
of a Spiritual Insights
session, how many people in
the group will take the full
course remains to be seen.
Mary Burnley
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Monday, Monday ….
The first day of Conference can be something of a
formal non-event, but this year it was full of interest. We
began with the usual service led by the President, John
Sutton, the theme of which was our Lord's unfailing love
for his people. Whatever the appearances of stress in
our organisation there was no reason to lose hope.
There might be unsettling change, but with His
providence in control our long-term cause could never
fail. All this was crystallised in a reading he chose from
Arcana Caelestia no. 8717.
Confirmations of the Lord's love were expressed in
the many greetings that had been received from abroad
and from senior members unable to travel to
Conference. David Lomax, just returned from Urbana
University, brought greetings from the American
General Convention. Rt Rev Peter Buss wrote to say
how much Robert Gill's presence at the General church
Assembly had been appreciated. Bruce Jarvis had been
in Australia and brought messages from the churches
there, including Sydney, where the Rev Bernard
Willmott had celebrated the sixtieth anniversary of his
ordination. Regrettably some of the messages also
brought news of indisposition; Mabel McCallum had
broken her wrist; Enid Nicholls, after valiantly organising
the domestic side of our Conference, was ill at the last
minute; and trouble with a leg was preventing Geoffrey
Turner attending Conference for the 48th time running.
Discussion of President’s Address suggest change

neighbour's washing was hanging on the line. John
Presland confessed that he had been totally distracted
for several minutes by this vivid image, which he felt
was an awfully pertinent example of the way we blindly
judged people by our own standards. We expect people
to come to us on our terms, which was never going to
work. We should try to meet their needs as well as our
own. Clifford Curry noted that their was increasing
reaction to authority, an attitude that we were prone to
adopt and Michael Stanley felt that in spite of our desire
to get up to date we were fundamentally riddled with
Victorian assumptions.
Eric Yates acknowledged the need for
modifications, but reminded us that our teachings could
not and must not be changed and pointed out how
acceptable outsiders often found them when they
attended our marriage or funeral services. Pat Johnson
drew attention to three 'props' we relied very heavily
upon; churches, formal services and formal
membership. They undoubtedly had their uses, but we
must realise that the majority of the public found them
unattractive and intimidating and that we needed to
develop other strategies. Mary Duckworth had found
people were attracted to small teaching groups and had
had success using Swedenborg's Interaction of the Soul
and Body. Michael Clubb also felt a need to change our
teaching methods to correspond with those used in
modern education; though New Church College
students Renee James and Judith Wilson praised that
institution for its forward looking methods.

The President's Address followed, entitled 'To whom
shall we go?, which you will have read in the August
Conference Voters avoid change
issue. It discussed our approach to those around us and
their lack of response and stimulated a thoughtful
Two notices of motion were introduced. Renee
discussion. John had begun
James re-presented a
by mentioning the Celtic
motion, held over from last
Church and praising the
year, concerning the free
Lindisfarne Gospels. This
accommodation provided
provided Roland Smith with
for ministers attending
the opportunity to recall
Conference. They are
that, unusually for monastic
normally allotted 'standard'
productions, that document
bedrooms, but as a
was the work of one man,
'recognition of worth' she
showing that successful
suggested they should be
creative work was better
given the option of 'en
done by individuals than
suite' accommodation.
committees. David Lomax
Though
discussed
had been reminded of a
sympathetically
the
brief encounter he had had
measure was considered
with an Air Hostess, who
unnecessary (especially by
Some Conference attendees at lunch
had casually questioned the
one minister who feared
'meaning of life', and his problem of getting 'our
the consequences of a concentration of minister's wives
message' across to her before landing - doubtless
- having been present at a ministers' school I can
similar to experiences we had all had with more or less
envisage what he meant).
success.
Pat Johnson (who had recently resigned from the
John Sutton had mentioned an incident from many
Council and then found himself nominated as a trustee)
years back when, at a Sunday lunch, his New Church
suggested a need for modification of the current method
(Continued on page 8)
hostess had been deeply embarrassed because her
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RENEW Programme
The Editor of Lifeline has kindly agreed that the centre
pages of Lifeline can be used for regular communication
on the progress of the RENEW Programme which was
announced in the August issue. ( It is very convenient
being both the editor of Lifeline and the RENEW
Programme Leader!)

up such a team as holidays
seems to get in the way!
Nevertheless good progress is being made and by the
time you read this article the first of a very regular set of
meetings should have taken place.

A crucial part of the programme is the maintenance
of a regular flow of information to the widest possible
audience so that everybody is informed and has the
opportunity to express their views and engage in
debate.
Lifeline can play a part in this but local church
newsletters reach a much greater number of people and
I would encourage the editors of newsletters to freely
borrow from any information found in these pages. If
any editor would like particular text supplied by disc or
e-mail please let me know.
The August edition of Lifeline had four extra centre
pages devoted to the an initial explanation of the
RENEW Programme. These four pages are available as
a separate document and a paper copy suitable for
making further photocopies will be supplied if you
request it .
Another way of improving communication is through
the publication in Lifeline of your thoughts and ideas on
how the church can be changed. On the Friday morning
of Conference Derek Moore spoke about the ideas he
had and promised he would write them down. I have
printed his views on the page opposite and I would
encourage others to make use of this space to let a
wider audience know what they think should happen.
In the centre pages of the August issue I provided a
simple summary of an initial plan. The first two steps of
the plan were as follows:
•

Provide an initial communication on the Vision
in Lifeline.

This was covered in the August issue of Lifeline but of
course communication must and will continue on a
regular basis through these centre pages.
•

Bring together a new team to work on the
programme.

Potential new team members have been identified and
approached about joining the RENEW Programme
Team. In choosing members I have sought to maintain
links with the previous team who carried out so much of
the initial work and also to bring on new people with
varying skills and interests and from a wide
geographical area.
August and September are not good months to set
6

Did you watch a Channel 4 programme in 1997 on
the “Lost Gardens of Heligan”, or perhaps you bought or
were given a copy of the book of the same name? I had
the good fortune earlier in August to be on holiday in
Cornwall with my wife Margaret and brother Raymond
and we went to see these famous gardens. For those
readers unfamiliar with Heligan here is a short account.
The gardens, near Mevagissey, were part of a grand
estate built up over hundreds of years by the Tremayne
family. Major developments took place during the
nineteenth century as thousands of new plants were
introduced from overseas. Walled flower and vegetable
gardens were created together with numerous water
features, jungle and a lost valley. It was, in it’s prime,
one of the greatest gardens in the country. But suddenly
at the outbreak of the 1st World War everything
changed. Almost half the gardening staff lost their lives
and the estate gradually fell into decay as thousands of
self sown trees and brambles took hold smothering
everything in sight so that the garden became truly
“lost”.
And yet a small group of inspired and dedicated
people in 1990 set about to uncover the glory of Heligan
and restore the magic of it’s gardens. Ten years on it is
a wonderful place of beauty, light and peace. All the
more amazing because of how decayed and
impenetrable it had become.
In the account of the “finding” and restoration of
Heligan words like renewal, redemption and
regeneration are frequently used. It struck me very
powerfully what amazing correspondences could be
drawn out of the decline into decay of Heligan and it’s
subsequent renewal into new life and how this incredible
change might perhaps be mirrored in some small way
in our RENEW Programme.
If you can, visit the gardens or read the book, I am
sure you will find it inspirational.
Alan Misson
RENEW Programme Leader

About Change

some practical thoughts

Conference 2000 concluded with some excellent ideas
about how to approach the establishment of change in
the Church: what follows are a number of practical
suggestions about the form that change might take.
They are offered to promote discussion: some could not
be implemented quickly and all would need to be
embarked upon following considerable discussion in the
Church as a whole. The timescale of any
implementation would be dictated by the material needs
of the Church in the UK, as the requirement for change
becomes unavoidable. It would seem that three areas of
concern need addressing. These are well appreciated
already, but they will benefit from being restated briefly.
There are too few ordained Ministers whose
services are being overstretched; in the short-term the
situation looks likely to get worse with the retirement of
more existing Ministers. More efficient use of ministerial
services appears to offer a partial solution.
The number of church members needs to be
increased if possible. Membership is widely dispersed
on a national basis, although grouped geographically
around existing Societies; but these, too, are often
widely separated. The process of attracting new
Members; practising effective Outreach; involving local
communities in a range of Church based activities;
whilst appearing to be effective in a small number of
existing Societies, is nevertheless, much diluted in the
country as a whole and consequently not appearing to
have the success that is desired.
There is not enough money being made available to
Conference. Basically, it would seem to be that Church
members do not contribute enough money to service
both their Societies and contribute adequately to the
Conference Central Fund.
One possible solution, expressed initially in general
terms, is to concentrate the Church's activities; to rearrange resources and make maximum use of modern
means of communication. This would need to be
accompanied by a willingness on the part of the Church
membership as a whole to regroup and reconsider
presently accepted practices. The following practical
proposals are intended to implement such a solution.
Those concerning individual Members could be adopted
relatively quickly.
1) Concerning individual Members:
a) Conference to introduce a system of individual
membership voting for Members of Conference on the
basis of one member/one vote in postal form; this to be
initiated by the Conference Council as needed, for
important decisions.
b) Conference to emphasise the desirability of all
Society members becoming Members of Conference in
order to involve all members in the process of decision
making.
c) Conference to introduce a system of `voluntary
financial contributions by individual Members paid
directly to the Conference Treasurer on a regular basis,
7

in which the amount and period of payment is assured;
Gift-Aid to be used where relevant.
2) Concerning Church Facilities
a) The Church membership as a whole to agree the
identification of five Leading Churches-by selection from
existing Societies- to become comprehensively
equipped and organised as regional centres. It is
anticipated that eventually these five "centres of
excellence" would become the only Church Centres and
thus the focal points for all Church activities. Each would
enjoy considerable autonomy in controlling the finances
and day-to-day running of their allocated region. All the
activities associated with attracting new membership,
operating Outreach, involving the local community,
would be directed from each of the five Leading
Churches only, thus achieving efficiency and
concentration of working.
b) Conference to appoint an Ordained Minister to each
Leading Church, and, where possible, an Assistant
Minister.
c) Conference encourage all Church members to
become associated specifically with the Leading Church
of their choice, declaring their allegiance and offering
help for the process of enlarging and enhancing the
facilities.
3) General Comments
Such a re-arrangement as this, requires everyone to rethink relationships; between the Central Church and it's
members; between members one to another; how to
use advanced communications systems - e.g. the
Internet. As the use of the Internet becomes
commonplace and in all our homes, perhaps that will be
the time when one can envisage just one New Church
Centre in the whole country? The ultimate in efficiency!
A personal postscript
"Vision" was the in-word at Conference 2000. This is
mine. It is about a Leading Church. Not only would it
have a beautiful and calm place to worship in, but also
ample provisions for teaching and quiet study; a modern
standard of accommodation with en-suite facilities (I'm
getting old!) and a self-service refectory; a
comprehensively fitted out communications and
administration centre, manned continuously in normal
working hours; (to keep me informed regularly about
what is going on); a transport service for the use of all
wishing to come and go to and from the Centre (when
I'm very old perhaps I shall need it!).
Dreams? Well, maybe! It could come about if enough
members wanted it to do so, I think. Taking the Church
forward into the future, realising corporate ambitions for
it, working together to this end, -it could even be fun!
Who knows, we might stop worrying about numbers?
Derek Moore

Monday, Monday …. continued
(Continued from page 5)

of nominating trustees - trusteeship is now purely a
recognition of service to Conference and carries no
responsibility. As nominees are currently selected by the
Council, it is considered desirable to exclude members
of the Council from nomination. But as Council
members are obviously suitable nominees it was
suggested other methods, such as nomination by the
Committee of Ministers - who don't become Trustees should be considered. Some interest was shown in the
matter, whose ramifications were probably not fully
understood by the Conference, but the Rev Mary
Duckworth said it would waste time and her view
prevailed.
Embadgement of Trustees
The order of business committee (a highly efficient
unit of one Jean Chambers - fully corroborating the
Roland Smith principle mentioned above) saw fit to
bring forward the appointment of three new Trustees,
normally associated with the Report of the Conference
Council, thus depriving one of the nominees from
donning the tie his wife had made him pack for the
occasion. Undeterred by informal dress, the President of
Conference pinned Trustee Badges on Eric Yates and
Patrick Johnson. Sadly the other nominee Barbara
Nicholls MBE was unable to be present. Eric thanked
the Conference for the honour which he took to be
largely in recognition of his work at Kearsley (in spite of
several set-backs, the standards of the Kearsley Society
have, under Eric's leadership, remained second to
none). Pat Johnson feared the only society he had
actively served had closed under his secretaryship, so
took his nomination to be a recognition of the work at
the Swedenborg Society, Purley Chase and for Lifeline.
Barbara Nicholls has served the Conference as the
assistant treasurer handling the central payment unit for
many years and has also been the treasurer of Anerley
and Chester.

'Extraordinary General Meeting' was held to consider
changes of the Rules of Conference, modifying the
rights of paid employees sitting on the Council. The
changes were to meet the criticism made by the Charity
Commission last year of our having individuals paid by
Conference on the Council, and were all accepted by
Conference. Details will appear in the Year Book.
Success ! Success !!
The business of the day was rounded off with a
review of selected successes within the organisation.
David Moffatt reported a number of fortunate ventures in
Birmingham at the Oaklands Church, a play-scheme
that had brought families into the Church, increased use
of the premises since the church had been modified for
dual purpose use and a bi-monthly series of Workshops
that had attracted considerable outside interest.
John Presland told us how the College had held a
delightful re-enactment of the Feeding of the Five
Thousand on a Penine hillside, albeit without fish. He
didn't mention whether they had five thousand people,
but I gather they managed twelve disciples and
demonstrated how stimulating variety in worship can be.
Edith Schofield told us how the Sunday School Union
had celebrated the Millennium by aiming to collect 2000
pennies and had wildly overshot the target by getting
13,200, which had been distributed among many
charities. They had published two booklets: Knowing
Your Word, by Trevor Moffat and Peter Schofield and
Bright Ideas (for schools); the Young Family School had
been revived at Purley Chase and 51 more children had
been added to our schools.
With these cheerful thoughts and a half hour of
greeting old friends, the evening was closed with
Vespers. They were led by Ian Johnson who skilfully
wove a service round the highly appropriate words, for a
conference, of Hymn 104: Give to me, Lord a thankful
heart and a discerning mind.

Extraordinary General Meeting
Patrick Johnson
We should doubtlessly report that after tea an

Paying our Ministers
On the Wednesday of Conference a motion was put
before Conference to immediately increase the salaries
of our ministers by £1000 per year. Normally yearly
increases are kept in line with inflation and are therefore
very modest and create no possibility of any catching up
with other secular employment such as teaching. It was
felt that real hardship was being endured by some
ministers, particularly those with young families.
The motion was hotly debated but sadly for those
promoting the case, and the potential beneficiaries, the
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motion was lost by one vote. This situation caused
considerable unease amongst many attending
Conference. However during the summing up of
Conference on the Friday morning the Secretary made
a statement to the effect that the Council will be looking
again closely at this issue as soon as possible.
If you have views on this subject why not write a
letter to the editor of Lifeline?
Editor

New Church Historical Society
The meeting of the New Church Historical Society was
one of the special interest groups held on Tuesday
afternoon of Conference.
This was the 1st Annual General Meeting following
the inaugural meeting in 1999 and the minutes and
accounts were taken as published. The 1st issue of the
Journal was published in April 2000. It is proposed to
have a thrice yearly bulletin circulated between the
members so as to keep them informed and in touch with
each other. Strong pleas were made from the floor of
the meeting for New Church historical artefacts to be
displayed around the country rather than being kept

locked away in the London strong room.
A Paper was presented by Rev Brian Talbot on the
subject of Peter James Lineham's PhD thesis on "The
English Swedenborgians 1770-1840: A study in the
Social Dimensions of Religious Sectarianism
( University of Sussex, 1978 )"
Peter Lineham is a New Zealander who has a poor
knowledge of Swedenborg and his philosophy as well
as a poor understanding of Christian history. His original
intention was to base his research on William Blake.
There were too many others doing research on Blake so
he switched to Swedenborg without
any conviction concerning the
Writings of Swedenborg. He
( Lineham ) remained a staunch
Methodist.
Brian's paper was received and
discussed with great interest; it
turned out that Lineham used
secondary sources throughout and
never went to primary sources,
hence, it cannot be regarded as
unbiased work.
Bruce Taylor

Old Testament Books not in the Word
This was the title of the Special interest group that I
went to on the Tuesday afternoon of Conference.

with their continuous spiritual sense and these other
books, which often contain correspondences.
The afternoon ended with a reading from the
epilogue of Proverbs: The Wife of Noble Character. This
was a very happy ending to an enjoyable and
informative afternoon. I do recommend that all women
should read this though I am not sure that it is such a
good idea for husbands to do so.
Renee James

We had a fairly relaxed afternoon listening to Rev
Geoffrey Clarkson telling us interesting stories about
these books that we, as a church know so little about.
He gave us some splendid potted versions of these
books and read passages out of them. We discussed
the difference between the inspired books of the Word,
9

The Scottish Association of the New Church
Chairman's Address 2000
I wonder if your life, like mine, is so busy that you can
never catch up on all your reading. I long ago stopped
taking a daily newspaper because I never have time to
read it. Magazines and books often get left on the table
for weeks before I manage to finish reading them. The
problem with reading is that there is just so much of it
available; the sheer volume of newspapers, magazines,
and books that are printed is mind boggling!
The written, or printed, word is a very powerful form
of communication, and there is no aspect of human life
which doesn't have shelves of literature devoted to it.
Most of us read and write every day, even if it is only
reading a letter or writing down a shopping list. Reading
and writing are one of the most essential of basic skills,
but it is worth pausing for a moment to consider why we
came to have writing in the first place. Emanuel
Swedenborg gives us an insight into the origin of writing
that may perhaps surprise you. He tells us, "The art of
writing has existed [on our planet) since most ancient
times, first on tablets, then on parchment, after that on
paper, and finally as printed type. All this was provided
by the Lord for the sake of the Word." Arcana Caelestia
93531.
Writing has many uses, but the prime reason why it
was made available to us was as a means of revealing
God's Word or Truth, and preserving it. Thus we read (in
Exodus 24:31 that Moses not only, "Told the people all
the Lord's words and laws", but also "Wrote down
everything the Lord had said". If Moses hadn't written
these things down they would have been lost, but the
writing of them has preserved those precious words of
truth for our modern world.
For many centuries, before the invention of printing,
devoted and skilful scribes preserved the sacred Bible
texts by copying them out with great care and accuracy.
They counted all the letters of each copy that they made
to make sure that nothing was omitted or added. Their
work of preserving the Scriptures was nothing less than
an act of respectful devotion. With the advent of printing
it has become possible to make these Scriptures
available to people of all languages throughout the
world. When we read our modern Bible we are reading
something ancient and very precious; we are reading
Divinely revealed truth and we should treat it with
respect and devotion.
Many times in history the Lord spoke to His
prophets and commanded them to write down what He
revealed to them. We think of the great Biblical prophets
such as Isaiah, Jeremiah, and John on the Isle of
Patmos; they, along with many others, penned the
sacred texts of Scripture, but often these revelations
were obscure and difficult to understand. There would
come a time when the Lord must open them up to
reveal deeper insights within them. A further revelation
was necessary, and Emanuel Swedenborg was the
person chosen by the Lord to record it in written form
and preserve it for posterity.
Swedenborg tells us, "Since the Lord cannot show
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Himself in person, and yet He predicted that He would
come and found a new church, which is the New
Jerusalem, it follows that He will do this by means of a
man, who can not only receive intellectually the
doctrines of this church, but also publish them in print."
True Christian Religion 7791. What Swedenborg wrote
was not his own conjectures or reasonings; like Moses
before him he wrote what the Lord alone had taught
him; indeed, he tells us, "I assert that from the first day
of my calling I have not received any instruction
concerning the doctrines of that church from any angel,
but only from the Lord, while I was reading the Word."
True Christian Religion 7791.
The Writings of the New Church are thus a sacred
text. In them the Lord's truth is presented to us.
Swedenborg gives us his solemn word that this is so,
but we also have a further testimony which confirms it.
When we read these sacred texts we find a clarity of
truth which puts all other books of theology into the
shade. At once it is simple yet profound. It makes sense
and satisfies the enquiring mind. Here we have a
revelation from the Divine and we must thank the Lord
that the invention of writing and printing have enabled it
to be brought to us.
As members of the Scottish Association of the New
Church we are committed to preserving and promoting
the message of these sacred Writings. Above all else
this is our special and important responsibility. This
firstly demands of us that we respect the Writings, study
them, and hold them in our affections. Of course, it is
not the physical books which are holy but rather the text
and message contained within them. In them we shall
find the truths which will enable us to live a good life and
develop a satisfying faith. In them we shall find the
principles which will guide our planning and work. In
them we shall find the message which the modern world
so desperately needs.
In the past the Lord has called many people to write
down and hand on sacred texts. He calls us to follow in
their footsteps. What Swedenborg has written down,
and others have translated and printed, we must teach
and make available to as wide an audience as we can.
In all our discussions, planning, and work let us keep
this role in mind. To love, care for, and promote the
sacred texts of the New Church is an important and
special role, and will enable the Lord to present his
Divine truths to the wider world and to future
generations.
I close with the words of the psalmist, who exhorts
us to love the truths that the Lord has revealed, saying,
"They are more precious than gold, than
much pure gold; they are sweeter than
honey, than honey from the comb. By them
is your servant warned; in keeping them
there is great reward."
Psalm 19:10,11

Rev Robert A Gill

In Memoriam

Rhoda Hunt Bowie

Rhoda Bowie passed into the spiritual world in the early
hours of Monday 5th June, in Perth Royal Infirmary. At
the time of her passing she was 81 years old.
Born Rhoda Cassels, she was a native of Glasgow,
having grown up in the east end of the city. At that time
her family had belonged to the Methodist Church, and it
was there that she had her first Church connection.
Then, in her early teens, the family moved to the west
end of Glasgow; there, through the Smeaton family,
they came into contact with the New Church in
Woodlands Road. Rhoda found her spiritual home
there, and for the rest of her life she remained an active
member of the New Church in Scotland.
After her school days, Rhoda worked in the office of
Templeton's Carpet factory in Glasgow. It was here that
she met Joe Bowie; the two of them fell in love and
married during the early part of the Second World War.
Rhoda formed many other friendships at Templeton's,
and throughout her life she attended the regular
reunions of the Templetonians.
Rhoda and Joe became very active and much
valued members of the New Church in Glasgow, and
then more recently of the amalgamated Society in
Paisley. Rhoda served the Church in a number of
different offices. For some years she was Secretary of
the Woodlands Road Society, she also held various
offices in the Women's League, and many times was
sent as a representative to the Annual Meeting of The
General Conference.

Rhoda's religion was not only seen in Church circles
however. She applied it in all her life, and especially in
the home. Her son Alan describes her as "a home
maker". She had the practical skills needed to make a
home, for she was a good cook, fine baker, and keen
gardener. But she had far more; as a wife, mother, and
grandmother, she stood for strong family values, and
her home was a place of love, integrity, service and
welcome.
This love of family was displayed in many ways in
Rhoda's life. For twenty years she cared, in her own
home, for her elderly mother; she kept up links with a
branch of her family in Canada; and in her later life she
became an active member of the "family" in Strathearn
Court in Crieff.
Rhoda had many fine personal qualities. She had a
strong and independent spirit; was courageous,
cheerful, and a good friend. She was held in love and
respect by those who knew her. We rejoice to know that
she now lives on in the next world. There she will be
reunited with her husband, Joe, who died fifteen years
ago. Rhoda was a fine Christian lady and, although we
shall miss her earthly presence, we know that she will
bring something very special to the Lord's Heavenly
Kingdom.
Rev Robert Gill

Sacred Dance at Conference
I was feeling in great need of a break from intellectual
activity by Tuesday afternoon, so I joined the sacred
dance Group led by Rita Russell. Sixteen of us formed a
circle around a lighted candle (including only one man)
and Rita proceeded to teach us eight dances. She
amazed me by her ability to remember all the steps and
all the names of the dances. Several members of the
group had never done any of the dances before, but
others were long term enthusiasts.
As the session progressed I found myself relaxing
and felt soothed by the music, movement, and general
feeling of loving fellowship. It was the perfect antidote to
the frenetic conference atmosphere and left me
rejuvenated to face the next session of Conference.
We drew towards a close with a quiet dance called
Twilight, and finished with a repeat performance of a
Celtic Sun dance called A'ghrian, which has beautiful
music leading towards to a climax where we finished
with arms upraised towards the centre of the circle.
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Finally we gathered around the candle and sent loving
thoughts to friends in trouble, before blowing out the
candle.
Ann Skinner

Readers Letters
Dear Editor,
When I returned home from the
recent Conference at High Leigh I
had a feeling of frustration. I have
never felt like this before. As always
it was delightful to meet other
people, and the amenities provided
were very good. The physical and
external side of Conference was
excellent; but what was wrong?
What was missing?
What I missed most of all
throughout the week of our meeting
(not counting Christopher Hasler's
most excellent and positive
presentation of the biblical Advent
narrative for the New Church) was
the lack of direct reference to
Swedenborg and to the theological
and expository Writings that came
from his pen. Without this, I felt, we
were lost. I now wish to stress my
belief that without such essentials

constantly among us, as a Church
we shall achieve little or nothing. I
did feel this year that Conference
had little or nothing of importance to
say. Organisational matters have
their place in the Church, of course,
but they should not usurp the
essentials of faith. Unless we have a
meaningful vision, we possess
almost nothing that matters.

we shall fail. Did not Jesus Himself
warn us: ‘Without Me you can do
nothing'?
Yours sincerely.
Rev Dennis Duckworth

Dear Editor,
Therefore I appeal that in our
future Conference meetings we shall
give both time and respect to those
essential things for which we exist the revelation through Swedenborg
of the spiritual sense of the Lord's
Word and the resulting doctrines of
the Last Judgement and the Lord's
Second Advent and their
consequences in the wide world
around us. If we are confident in
these things, other things will follow
and will do so in an orderly and
productive way. Without conviction

The annual meeting of Conference
is it's principal device for corporate
decision making. Latterly the time for
this has been greatly reduced in
favour of communal soul-searching.
Although helpful to individual souls,
it makes no direct impact upon the
organisation. Some of us have
serious misgivings about this trend.
Yours sincerely,
G Roland Smith

Cardiff University Natural Health Show

It is a universal law that an inflow adjusts itself to the
outflow, and if the outflow is blocked, so is the inflow.

"Vision for Living"

Through the internal man there is an inflow of good and
truth from the Lord, and through the external there should
be an outflow, an outflow into life, that is, in the exercise of
charity.

4/5 November at University Students Union Building,
Senghennydd Road, Cardiff
The Swedenborg Movement will be there.
Please join in and help.
For more details contact David Friend.

As long as that outflow is taking place the inflow from
heaven, that is, from the Lord by way of heaven, is
continuous.
Arcana Caelestia 5828,3
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Errata
I am sorry that the above picture in the
August issue was incorrectly captioned.
The children are not Rev Gill Gordon’s
children but Sunday School children who
were present at the Ordination service.
Editor

