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W e normally think of harvest-time as the completion of a cycle. It comes at the 
end of a busy year for the farmer. He has done all his preparation... the fields 

were dug, seeds were sown, when shoots appeared he may have treated them with 
insecticide, unless he is 'organic', rain and sunshine increase the growth, when all is 
ready he harvests his crop. A natural end you would think. An ending is also a 
beginning. 
 

Not so many years back, farmers having harvested their crops would start straight 
away to prepare for the coming winter months. As they do nowadays, food would be laid 
up for their cattle. Maybe an animal or two would be slaughtered, and salted down, 
stored in brine, or smoked, to preserve it for the months ahead. They would store as 
much of their produce as possible; if they didn't the alternative could have been 
starvation. Good housewives would spend the autumn months preserving, pickling, 
bottling and jam making. All the fruits that would not store in other ways had to be 
treated like this. I remember green tomato chutney, and how long it used to last. Bottle 
after bottle, there seemed to be no end. Pears wrapped in paper and stored in a draw. 
We will all have memories of those times. Nowadays it isn't necessary to do all that. We, 
as consumers, have only to go to the local supermarket to obtain fresh foods from many 
countries, all the year round. A good thing, or a bad thing? 

 
We may keep our cupboards and refrigerators topped up with food, but not in the 

ways that we have just been looking at. We need to take care, but not to get too carried 
away with the things we store up for ourselves. Jesus has this to say... 
 

"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 
destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do 
not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also." 
Matthew 6:19-21 

 
Our harvest is not measured in terms of material wealth, how rich we are with this 

world's goods, the Lord is looking for something else. Then he said to them... 
 

"Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man's life does not 
consist in the abundance of his possessions." And he told them this parable: 
"The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop. He thought to himself, 
What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.' 
"Then he said, 'This Is what I'll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger 
ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I'll say to myself, 
"You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, 
drink and be merry."' 
 
 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Harvest  continued 

"But God said to him, You fool! This very night your 
life will be demanded from you. Then who will get 
what you have prepared for yourself?' "This is how 
It will be with anyone who stores up things for 
himself but is not rich towards God." Luke 12:15-21 

 
Being 'rich towards God' is having love and wisdom from Him, 
through the reading of His Word. Our preparation, is the laying 
up inside us, of a store of spiritual food. 
 

Angels do not feed on material food, which is food 
for that body which a person carries around in the 
world. Rather it is the hunger for the kind of food 
that nourishes their minds, and this, which is called 
spiritual food, consists in understanding what is 
true and in having a wise discernment of what is 
good.   Arcana Caelestia 5576 

 
Next years harvest depends on what we have laid up for 
ourselves this year. May your harvest be a bountiful one. 

 
Rev Alan Hardy 

(Continued from page 1) 

Appointments 

RENEW Programme Team Leader 
 
The Council wants to commend to the whole Church Mr 
Alan Misson as its appointee as programme team 
leader. It was delighted when Alan accepted its 
invitation to this position. It believes he has many of the 
experiences and skills which are needed. He has been 
a life-long member of the Conference with a love for and 
understanding of its teachings. He has served the local 
Church as a lay worship leader for many years. Just 
over a year ago Alan took early retirement after a long 
career in senior management roles with BT and 
Ericsson. He therefore brings excellent management 
expertise to the Renew Team. 
 

Since his appointment he has taken the work of the 
previous forward-planning groups and produced a 
summary of it and a proposed way forward for the 
centre pages of Lifeline (August). Since he is the Editor 
of Lifeline, he would be more than pleased to see a 
lively correspondence on RENEW. He has also 
gathered a group of people to serve with him as a team. 
They are:  Mr Michael Clubb (Derby), Mr Graham Fisher 
(Brightlingsea), Mrs Helen Newton (Chester), Rev Ian 
Russell (Manchester Area) and Mrs Judith Wilson 
(Bournemouth). 

 
Alan will be in close liaison with the Conference 

Council so that it will be able to offer its support for the 
work of RENEW and the realisation of the Vision. We 
wish Alan and his team well. One of the key teachings 
we have is that the Lord can only inflow into the efforts 

we make. The team, like all of us, are facing a great 
challenge, but also a wonderful opportunity to work 
more effectively with the Lord to help His Kingdom come 
on earth as it is in heaven. Do remember them in your 
prayers. 
 
Auxiliary Ministry Co-ordinator 
 
The Conference Council is pleased to announce that 
Mrs Janice Millar, a member of Bradford New Church, 
has been appointed as Auxiliary Ministry Co-ordinator 
as from 1st September 2000.   
Her address is :- 10 Crosshills Road, 
   Cononley, 
   Keighley, 
   West Yorkshire BD20 8LA. 
   (Tel:  01535 633730). 
 

We wish Mrs Millar well as she takes on this 
important work. 

 
We extend our thanks to Mrs Jean Mrozek who has 

been Co-ordinator since December 1996 and to Mrs 
Mary Burnley who has assisted her for the past eighteen 
months. 
 
 
John Sutton, President of Conference 
 
Gordon Kuphal, Secretary of Conference 
 
September 2000 

2



Thirty-five people from all over the world gather together 
in a circle. In the centre of the circle is placed a large 
stone, and on the stone is placed a copy of the Word. 
The Word is there to remind us of what we want to be 
centred on this week -The Lord. Slowly, each person 
comes forward and takes a palm-sized stone and places 
it near the altar in a pile, and these forms our witness 
heap. The witness heap symbolises us all coming 
together for a common goal and to worship our God. 
This witness heap is also an acknowledgement of all 
who are here and those who come during the week will 
add their stones to the 
group's heap. We look around 
at each other, some faces we 
know, others new to us, and 
we smile. We join in worship, 
in singing, in prayer. And in 
this way Camp 2000 began.  
 

This opening worship 
sums up many of the 
elements that I found 
throughout Camp 2000. From 
standing in a circle I felt a 
feeling of unity, of coming 
together for a common 
purpose. The witness heap 
gave me a sense of 
belonging. Each of us there had our own lives, our own 
purpose, our own gifts to give, and at the same time we 
could bring them all together. And the Word on our altar 
rock. Solid and true. That rock wasn't going anywhere, 
just as the Lord was going to be present throughout our 
week. And the Word, chock full of beautiful truths that 
were bursting out to be the leaves that would heal the 
nations. Throughout the week we came back to these 
ideas. Every day we had a series of lectures given by 
different members of the staff. These lectures were 
followed up by discussion groups where everyone got 
an opportunity to share their thoughts about the topics. 
In the discussion groups some great conversations 
arose and we were able to learn about ourselves and 

about each other. The 
discussions didn't end when 
the sessions ended, but 
continued throughout the 
day. From chatting over 
meals, to taking walks, to 
giggling late at night, we got time to bond with the 
people around us.  

 
One of the later worships that we had brought the 

whole week together. We again gathered in a circle. As I 
look around the circle I'm now 
seeing people that I know, 
that I've spent a snapshot of 
life with. Our witness heap 
now is a bit bigger as people 
have added their gifts to the 
pile. The altar stone is 
surrounded by flowers and 
vines, interspersed with 
candles. We all sit around in a 
large circle, each with a small 
unlit candle in our hands. 
During the course of the 
worship each of us come 
forward and lit our candles 
from the centre, turn and walk 
out, taking our light out into 

the world. We take time to reflect on what we've learned 
and how we can take it out and apply it to our lives. We 
walk out of the tent, alone, couples, groups, out under 
the stars, out into life, going forth with a renewed light, 
knowing God is with us. 

 
Anna Woofenden - USA 

 
 
Looking back at the week of Camp 2000, even three 
weeks after it's over, I still feel excited and a little 
confused at the same time. So many people, so many 
events, so many impressions in only one week - one 
can truly say this was a very special occasion. I can't 

speak for everybody, so I will only 
speak for myself.  
 
What made Camp 2000 a special 
event? First of all the people. 
Meeting many young people from 
various New Church branches in 
one place is not an everyday 
experience. The most exciting 
part is that despite our different 
cultural backgrounds we have 
one thing in common. We share 
our Christian faith and our belief 
in the writings of Emanuel 
Swedenborg. This common 
ground found its expression not 
only in our daily worships, which 

(Continued on page 4) 

Reflections on Camp 2000 

Purley Group    all photos in this article by Moira Stanley 

Tree planting ceremony 
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were given from day to day by a 
different group of guests, but also 
in our various discussions and 
exchanges concerning our religion. 
I found the variety of the topics 
discussed very inspiring, and they 
gave me many ideas for our 
meetings in Germany.  

 
Being together with the next 

generation of New Church people 
gave me strong encouragement for 
the work to come. We all found 
many new friends from all over the 
world. We had fun together, we ate 
together, we worked together and 
we prayed together. I feel that the 
different branches of the New 
Church should and will come 
closer together and that Camp 
2000 brought us one step closer to that goal. It leaves 
us with the hope and the vision of a united New Church, 
not united as one organisation, but united in people's 
hearts and minds. No wonder many of us left Purley 
Chase with tear-filled eyes, but I'm sure one day we'll 
meet again. 
 

Christian Gleie - Germany 
 
 
Camp 2000 was a long time coming.   It had first been 
brought to Federation as a dream in the summer of 
1996.   I found it difficult to visualise how this dream 
could be realised, but others had a clearer vision.   I 
thank the Lord that this was so because the Camp was 
a truly wonderful, inspiring experience. 
 

We were a group of individuals from four continents; 
brought together by our shared beliefs in the teachings 
of the New Church revealed by Emanuel Swedenborg.   
The fact that we came from a number of different church 
backgrounds did not matter to anyone there.   We were 
happy to share in our similarities and differences.   The 
worship and group sessions played a big part in 

allowing the group to gel.   I learnt 
a lot about Swedenborg's writings, 
and had my eyes opened in a 
greater way than before.   I feel 
that I am now able to let the 
teachings play a more important 
part in my life.  
 
We shared many experiences 
during the camp, and these will 
stay with us forever.   The Family 
Day was very special, and it was 
wonderful to see Purley filled with 
so many happy people.   We 
worked hard, and we played hard.   
The group expanded over the 
course of the week, with new 
people joining us almost every 
day.   I had been concerned that 
newcomers would find it hard to fit 
into the group, but this was 

certainly not the case.   The group was so accepting 
that any new people were an asset and added to the 
diversity, making group discussions even more 
interesting! 

 
I feel privileged to have been a part of the Camp.   

We have exchanged addresses, and email seems to be 
the way many of us will keep in contact.   It is three 
years since I attended a 'school' at Purley, and this 
Camp has encouraged me to become more involved.   I 
would love to think that I will meet up with the friends I 
made again.   Even if this is not possible, I can live safe 
in the knowledge that we have bonded through the 
Lord's love and this amazing experience. 
 

Becky Jarvis - UK 
 
It is impossible to mention everyone by name who 
helped with the running of Camp 2000, but our special 
thanks go to the Camp 2000 team - Bev Johnson, 
Andrew Leather and Jenny Jones, and to the ministerial 
support of Rev John Presland, assisted by Rev Bruce 
Jarvis, Rev Alain Nicolier, and Bishop Peter Buss. 

(Continued from page 3) 

 

Burying a Time Capsule 

Excuse me God! I'm very embarrassed and very ashamed and very, very sorry I lost my temper.  
I promise - yet again - not to lose it ever again. I know that checkout girl had been chattering to her friend for ages, 
ignoring me but, You're right, she's in a very boring job with not much pay. Sorry! sorry! sorry! 
 
I need Joshua to help me fight my enemies Mind you, he had an angel to 
help him take Jericho, but so have I. Unfortunately I had lost control before 
I had time to call on him. Maybe next time I'll walk round the checkout 
seven times and either it will collapse or I shall have cooled down.. 

Excuse me God, have You got a minute? 

Pauline A Giles 
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 ….. that the power struggle in England one millennium 
ago had worked out differently: 
 

Instead of William Duke of Normandy ("the 
Conqueror"), a Viking overlord with his power base 
around the Irish Sea gained the throne of England, and 
made Dublin the commercial and administrative centre 
of the British Isles. As a result Ireland developed faster 
than Britain, which remained poor and backward, Gaelic 
became the main language and, when the Protestant 
Reformation divided Europe, the Catholic Church 
remained established in Britain, and Protestant reforms 
were fiercely suppressed. Through the centuries, of 
course, many British people wanted independence and 
religious freedom, some working constitutionally, others 
prepared to fight, but rebellion - or any suspicion of it - 
was cruelly dealt with up until less than a century ago. 

 
Eventually a liberal administration in Ireland granted 

most of Britain independence but, since in Lancashire, 
Cumbria and western Scotland there was a Catholic 
majority, they created there a separate state, still linked 
to Ireland. Many of the Catholics there were fiercely 
"loyalist", elected a firmly pro-Irish government, were 
deeply suspicious of "British interference", and delighted 
in any way of signalling their dominance over their 
Protestant neighbours. While the newly independent 
government of Britain reluctantly accepted this as the 

best compromise, some patriotic idealists and hotheads 
formed an illegal British Republican Army and used 
terror tactics to try and achieve a united Britain. 

 
Just imagine this (which could quite easily have 

happened) as being the present situation and consider. 
How would you feel about it? Would you regard the BRA 
as unmitigated villains with whom no decent politician 
would have any dealings? Or would you remember the 
centuries of poverty, prejudice and oppression and 
(while not approving of the violence) reckon that the 
Irish government should at least admit substantial Irish 
responsibility for the mess, allow that the Republican 
movement had a fair case to argue, and be ready to re-
examine the situation without preconditions? 

 
Or imagine instead (also by no means impossible) 

that scientific civilisation had emerged in the Middle 
East more quickly than in Europe. Egypt, Syria, Iraq, 
Iran and Turkey became dominant world powers, 
divided the rest of the world into their empires, spread 
the religion of Islam into every continent, made Arabic 
the most widely-spoken language, Muslim law the basis 
of government, and flowing robes the height of fashion 
everywhere. The best education being available only in 
Middle-Eastern schools and universities, most able 
Africans, Asians, Australasians, Americans and 
Europeans became very "Arabicised". Also poorer 
people from around the world moved into the Middle 
East to find work at what seemed to them wonderfully 
high wages. 

 
Eventually more liberal and tolerant governments 

granted independence to most countries, accepted their 
cultures as having some value, and offered economic 
aid - with strict conditions, usually involving promises to 
buy their industrial products, and to run economies 
according to their recommended system. At the same 
time they moved to protect their workers and limit 
immigration from Europe, etc. 

 
If all that had happened, how would you feel? 

Grateful to the ex-Imperial Islamic powers for the 
blessings of their civilisation? Or resentful of their 
greater power, prosperity and privileges, reckoning they 
should allow more European immigrants in to share 
them? Accepting of Arabic and Muslim influence in your 
own country? Or determined to wipe out their alien 
influence - using whatever means necessary - and 
restore traditional European Christian culture? 
 

 
This is not a parlour game, fascinating though it can 

be to exercise our imaginations. It's one way, and I 
suggest a useful one, of trying to obey God's 
commandments.  
 

 
 

(Continued on page 6) 

Just Imagine ….. 

Harry Heap and Rev Ian Johnson  
in conversation at Conference 2000 

(Harry is  a former Editor of Lifeline) 
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Do not judge, and you will not be judged 
 
Do not bear false witness - which includes, 
don't misrepresent people. 
 
Do not steal - nor deny people credit for their 
goodness or insight. 
 
Do not commit murder - nor destroy anyone's 
reputation. 
 
Love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you. 

 
Loving others in these ways is much easier if we 

can imagine their feelings and see their points of view. I 
am sure you can suggest other examples (perhaps 

"nearer home") of how we can try to "put ourselves in 
others' shoes". It's sometimes a very tricky exercise, in 
which we may make wrong assumptions - as I may 
have done above. But it's worth the effort. It can make 
us more sympathetic, humble, fair-minded, realistic and 
so on. Some of Jesus' parables, such as The Good 
Samaritan, The Two Debtors and The Workers in the 
Vineyard are very valuable in this literal way, as well as 
having deeper meaning. 
 

It could be a useful weekly exercise: 
 
Think of the people who most make your blood boil - 

whether a national, religious or social group, or specific 
known individuals - use your imagination to feel and see 
things in their way, and see if goodwill and forgiveness 
don't come to you much more easily. 
 

Rev Ian Johnson 

(Continued from page 5) 

 

Over the last few years with the increasing numbers 
who travel abroad, whether on business, or a holiday, or 
to keep in touch with distant relatives; there seems to 
have been a corresponding increase in the variety of 
food that we are able to buy and enjoy. An important 
part of this has to do with the sauces, herbs, spices and 
preparation methods. We have today more choices of 
how we can eat than ever before, as ordinary 
ingredients are transformed in texture and taste to tempt 
our appetites. 
 

Most food, it seems, benefits 
from the addition of a little extra 
something to bring out the flavour 
and it is so easy to see why salt, 
the only additive easily available 
and in common use in our Lord's 
day, was so highly valued. Salt 
added to the enjoyment of food in 
two ways. It brought out the 
flavour, but it could also be used to 
preserve food. So it came to be 
associated with making and 
keeping pure and also with 
imparting a long-lasting quality. 

 
Jesus points to salt as corresponding to an 

essential aspect of our discipleship. We are to have a 
salt like quality about us, so that we add something 
special to our community and to the lives of those 
around us. We are to be purifying agents, not in a fault 
finding way, but instead rather focussed on seeking to 
preserve all that is wholesome and good. If we are fully 
salt like, then our presence should at the same time 
make life taste good and bring out the full flavour of the 

enjoyment of being. 
 
Swedenborg explains that salt corresponds to a 

special spiritual quality - the affection for truth. Not in the 
abstract sense but in the sense of tasting it and enjoying 
the way it adds to the quality of our enjoyment of all the 
many things we get a taste for in life. His truth purifies 
our attitudes and preserves all that is best yes, but what 
many seem not to realise, IT MAKES LIFE TAKE ON A 
FULLER AND MORE ENJOYABLE FLAVOUR. 

 
The psalmist knew this when he 
wrote "O taste and see that the 
Lord is good". We sometimes say 
that something is so good you can 
"almost taste it". Salt is about 
active and acted on truth that is 
showing the world a taste of what 
we believe in. So the Lord having 
likened His disciples to salt then 
goes on to compare them and us to 
a lamp that needs to be put where 
it can be seen. (Matthew 5v13)  
 
To have salt in ourselves is to love 

the truth so much that we develop a taste for living it 
because it makes life taste good. Sometimes it is not the 
quantity of what you add, but the quality. Just the right 
ingredient at the right time. In the Lord's hands a pinch 
of salt can make a lot of difference. 
 

Rev Clifford Curry 

Adding a little spice 

6



RENEW Programme  your views 

The New Church organisation needs a substantial 
influx of members followed by sustained growth. 
Experience over the past fifty years shows that this is 
unlikely to be achieved through the conventional 
method of attracting people to our churches, leading 
to membership. If we believe that a fundamental 
purpose of the Church is to propagate New Church 
teaching, another way must be found. 
 

We should consider a new form of membership, 
which would draw people into the sphere of the 
Church without requiring any affirmation of faith. I 
have in mind a new body, possibly called The New 
Church Society, with membership open to all on 
payment of a subscription adequate to cover the 
costs. Membership services would be provided 
through books, pamphlets, audio and video cassettes 
(and, before anyone mentions it, I suppose also "the 
net") designed specifically for those living too far from 
a New Church to take an active part. The production 
of such items for the newcomer would not be difficult 
as we already have many good and well-presented 
publications. There would also be a Newsletter 

(perhaps a supplement to Lifeline). Members would be 
encouraged to visit New Church centres when they 
can. The British tend to be "joiners" and membership 
for a subscription would, I believe, give a sense of 
belonging which would not result from merely 
receiving information. 

 
Many years ago members who lived too far from a 

New Church were called "isolated receivers". I was 
disabused of my childish speculation that these were 
some sort of primitive wireless sets and I learned that 
they were receivers of the doctrines but "isolated" 
implied remoteness from the organisation. 

 
I see that "isolated" crops up again in your 

"RENEW" section (August Lifeline page 70). In the 
proposed Society members would be of equal 
standing wherever they lived and encouraged to seek 
full membership of the Church when they were ready. 

 
 

David Mann 

This page is for your views on the RENEW Programme. Please let me have your ideas, comments or proposals on 
what changes you would like to see in the Church. 

RENEW Programme   

Michael Clubb 

Graham Fisher 

Helen Newton 

Alan Misson 

Judith Wilson 

Rev Ian Russell 

NewsNews  
A Programme Team A Programme Team 
(pictured here) has been (pictured here) has been 
appointed and the first appointed and the first 
meeting held in London on meeting held in London on 
6th September6th September  
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Swedenborg and Aromatherapy 

To a considerable extent I am a 
believer in alternative therapies, 
and aromatherapy is certainly one 
of those. I am also a firm believer 
in Swedenborg's claims and 
teachings, though whether these 
should be classed as alternative 
or not is open to question. 
 
Aromatherapy is as old as the 
hills, though not under that name. 
It was practised in Egypt four 
thousand years before the birth of 
Christ. The Romans used it along 
with their culture of massage and 
also to purify the air in their 
rooms.  In  the s ix teenth, 
seventeenth, and eighteenth 
centuries in Europe some form of 
aromatherapy was employed as 

an antidote to plague and pestilence. And in our own 
times with the use of medicines in precise and scientific 
ways, aromatherapy fits in easily and logically as a 
skilful and effective form of treatment. The name is 
modern, and was first used in France in the early 
twentieth century. 

 
The names of our flowers and herbs are beautiful 

and their essences are truly wonderful. You may use 
marjoram and verbena to soothe and to relax. Myrrh 
and rosemary are stimulants, and basil is positively 
invigorating. Camomile can comfort you and geranium 
restore your self-respect. Jasmine will send you to sleep 
quite peacefully, and - believe it or not - ylang-ylang (the 
eastern name of the flowering plant cananga odorata) 
will stabilise your waking emotions and give you 
confidence for the coming day. 

 
In preparing these aromas the whole plant may be 

used - the seed, the flower, the fruit with the skin or 
peel; leaves, grasses, and roots may be included, and 
even the wood of a tree or its bark. Nature is beneficent 
and spreads her blessings around for our use. And the 
uses of aromatherapy are many and varied - there is 
massage and use with a compress, there is 
dilution in water for bathing and cleansing, 
there is inhalation and the positive 
enjoyment of perfumes, there is oil-burning 
and incense, scented candles, and so on. 
The practical side of aromatherapy is 
pleasant and easy to learn and certainly 
within the grasp of all who sincerely wish to 
improve the quality of their lives. 

 
 
But where does Swedenborg come into 

this scheme of things? Can New-Church 
teaching shed any light upon the use of 
aromatherapy and supply what might be 
called a rational or spiritual understanding of 

its principles? We should never overlook the fact that 
Swedenborg himself was a scientist who in middle life 
devoted many years of research to the study of anatomy 
and physiology - always seeking for the benign 
causative factors behind healthy human existence. 

He wrote much on the Heart and the Lungs, the 
Blood, the Brain and the Nervous System, and the Five 
Senses. Aromatherapy is certainly associated with the 
sense of smell. 

 
The views that I now put forward are speculative 

and tentative. Swedenborg expresses himself in a 
strictly orderly way, and when he treats of the five 
senses he presents them in a strictly orderly sequence: 
touch - taste - smell - hearing - sight. He rarely, if ever, 
departs from this sequence. Therefore please note that 
the sense of smell comes midway in the list - an 
important point. With the help of the Potts' Swedenborg 
Concordance the significance of each of the five senses 
can be given as follows (the phraseology being my own 
summary of the teaching): 
 
 
TOUCH     the fundamental love of what is good 
 
TASTE     the desire to learn what is good  
     and become wise 
 
SMELL     the intuitive perception of what is good  
     and true 
 
HEARING heeding and therefore obeying what is true 
 
SIGHT     the intelligent understanding of truth 
 
 

There are certain interesting corollaries: e.g., touch, 
or fundamental love extends to all the other senses. We 
touch with our hands and fingers and when we kiss. But 
there is also touch when we taste, obviously. The sense 
of smell is a remote kind of touching - particles carried 
by the air to fall upon sensitive membranes in the nose. 
Hearing is more remote still; but it can be said that 
sound waves impinge upon or 'touch' the eardrum. And 

most remotely with sight - light-waves or 
sight-waves 'touch' or stimulate the 
receptive eyespot. I am being a little 
simplistic; but it is certainly not simplistic to 
assert that touch is the universal sense and 
that it exists in all the other senses. If it were 
not so, the other senses could not exist. The 
spiritual lesson here is that nothing can exist 
without fundamental love. 
 
But to return to aromatherapy and to the 
sense of smell. From the Swedenborgian 
point of view there are two very important 
and quite distinctive emergent factors - that 
the sense of smell comes midway in the list 

(Continued on page 9) 

Rosemary 

Basil 
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of the five senses as given by Swedenborg, and that the 
precise spiritual significance of that sense is given as 
'perception'. What then are the implications that follow 
from these? 

 
Being midway, the sense of smell is influenced from 

both sides; there is within the sense of smell something 
of love and its delights from the one side, and 
something of the clear sight of truth and wisdom from 
the other side. The delight within the perfume also 
enshrines the true use to which 
it can be put. The aroma (love) 
contains its own therapy 
(practical truth, or use) - hence 
the name of aromatherapy. This 
certainly needs to be thought 
about, but as a general guiding 
principle it would seem to be 
logical and sound. 

 
Secondly, the spiritual 

significance of 'perception', as 
given by Swedenborg. What is 
perception? Perception is a kind 
of inner awareness of the truth - 
not the kind of awareness 
derived from a textbook, but the 
kind of awareness that is an 
inner conviction. You know it 
because you feel it from your 
heart. To inhale with delight and 
understanding is to perceive 

something of what is right for you. So, take delight in the 
aromas, believing that they possess their own 
therapeutic powers. All this of course needs to be 
thought about sincerely with its implications for practice 
and use. 

 
In all things good and true there is a spiritual basis 

and background; this is so with aromatherapy. I have 
been trying to find and to define that spiritual 
background. Many questions have been left unasked, 
especially those questions concerning the counteractive 

side of life - its evils and 
falsities, its abuse of God's gifts 
and i ts denial  of  His 
p rov idence.  These are 
questions for the future. But so 
far, so good! That which is 
manifestly good and pleasant 
can be used for what is sound 
and healthy: believe that. 
Aromatherapy will not cure all 
your illnesses, but it can put 
you into the frame of mind that 
will greatly help any therapy 
that you may undergo. Enjoy 
the aromas, believing that they 
invite and invest their own 
curative qualities. 
 

Rev Dennis Duckworth 

(Continued from page 8) 

 

Could I have been an Evangelist... 

Could I have been an Evangelist 
As on my way I trod? 
Did I tell folks what they had missed 
Who don't believe in God. 
 
My life is filled with wondrous things 
My God has given to me, 
You, too, have all these wondrous things 
God's gifts, and they are free. 
 
I should have told them what my days 
Without a God would be, 
An anchor there in many ways 
On my life's troubled sea. 
 
I could have said. "Oh do believe 
There is someone to care, 
An angel standing by your sleeve 
If you could just see him there. 
 

"Give us this day our daily bread."  
I would like to say to them,  
Now as along my way I tread  
Too late - perhaps- again. 
 
My efforts have been poor and. weak 
Still harder will I insist 
On finding out what others seek 
A true evangelist. 
 

 
Nellie Thomas 
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Notices 

Out of Space and Time? 
 
This booklet results from a  talk 
given by Rev Christopher 
Hasler to the Swedenborg 
Lending Library and Enquiry 
Centre during a visit to Australia 
in 1997. 
 
It is now available from North of 
England New Church House 
 
Price  £1 plus postage 

Do you remember the article 
published in the August edition of 
Lifeline by Rev Christopher Hasler? 
 
Have you planned a series of six 
group meetings to share your 
reflections on the very first Christmas 
celebration? 
 
When you read this there will be only 
11 weeks left till Christmas. 
 
Your journey needs to start now! 

Rev Christopher Hasler 

Insights into Divine Providence 
 

Now available from the New Church College 
 

A short course to follow the successful Spiritual Insights course  
An opportunity to involve your group in discussion and reflection on the Lord's care for us 

 
Issues include good and evil in the world and our personal freedom to choose 

 
Cost £5 per copy To include one free Leader's guide per group       Order your copies now 

 
New Church College, 25 Radcliffe New Road, Radcliffe, Manchester, M26 ILE 

 
Telephone: 0161 766 2521 Fax: 0161 796 1142 e-mail: newchurch. coll@zen. co .uk 
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In Memoriam  Colin Ross Crawford  

Shortly before he died Colin was a patient in a local 
hospice. The Roman Catholic priest there said of him 
that he was the first completely true Christian that he 
had ever met, and that in all his years as a priest he had 
never seen such faith. It was a fine compliment, and 
those of us who knew Colin can affirm that he was a 
man of great spiritual stature. 
 

Colin was first and foremost a New Churchman, 
although he was not born such, for in his early life he 
attended the Church of Scotland. It was not until he was 
in his late twenties, that he and his wife, May, first 
began to attend the New Church in George Street, 
Paisley; this was during the ministry of the Rev Archie 
Bain. From the start, Colin loved the New Church. He 
delighted in its clear and rational teachings, and he 
recently said that he never tired of hearing them. He 
never ceased to be amazed at just what treasure there 
was to be found in the Writings of Swedenborg. 

 
The Rev Archie Bain quickly realised Colin's 

potential use to the Paisley Society, and he invited him 
to join the Church Committee. Colin became a key 
member of the Committee, and served it for over forty 
years. He was eventually appointed as a Deacon, and 
served as such with great diligence. He served two 
lengthy periods as President of the Paisley Society; as 
President, he proved to be an invaluable aid and advisor 
to the Minister. 

 
In addition to these major roles, Colin also served 

for a lengthy period as Buildings Convenor, an office to 
which he brought his practical engineering skills. He 
loved children and worked in the Sunday School and on 
its Committee. Together with his wife, May, Colin 
represented the Paisley Society at the Annual Meeting 
of the General Conference on a number of occasions. 

 
Colin was a fine evangelist who loved talking to 

others about the New Church teachings. Even when he 
was dying, he was still sharing those teachings with 
visitors and nursing staff! The teachings had made such 
a difference to his life that he wanted everyone to share 
in them. This love of outreach drew Colin naturally into 
the work of the Scottish Association of the New Church. 
He sat on the Association's Committee and was for 
many years its Treasurer. He gave his full support to 
many outreach projects; for example, he was 
particularly keen to ensure that all libraries in Scotland 
should have copies of the Writings on their shelves. 

 
The list of jobs which Colin did for the Church is 

large, and yet he did more! He was always busy around 
the building. He tended the garden, did minor repairs, 
saw to the heating, and opened the premises for 
Services and meetings. He was a regular at Sunday 
Services, and was rarely missing from any meeting or 
event that was held. His loyalty to the New Church was 
outstanding, and he made the Church his first priority in 
life. 

Colin's faithfulness to the Lord extended to the rest 
of his life. He applied his faith to everything he did, and 
lived by the principles of the New Church in his daily 
work as well as in his hobbies and relaxation. Though 
he talked much about his faith to others, it was the way 
in which he lived which was his most powerful witness 
to the Lord. Colin was a man of high moral character 
and spiritual principle, and this came out in everything 
that he did, and in the way that he did it. 

 
If Colin saw that a job needed doing he didn't leave 

it to someone else, he did it himself. This was not only 
true of jobs in the Church, but also among his 
neighbours. He kept an eye on the elderly, helped them 
with their gardens, did small repairs for them, and even 
fixed their car. He was the good neighbour that 
everyone dreams of living next door to. Furthermore, 
Colin didn't seek praise for what he did; he did it quietly, 
so much so that we probably don't know half of what he 
did do. 

 
When Colin did a job it was never rushed or shoddy, 

for he prided himself on giving his best effort and doing 
things skilfully. Evidence of his reliability and 
trustworthiness came early in his life; at the young age 
of twenty he was put in full charge of the engine room of 
a Royal Navy frigate, and at twenty one he became one 
of the youngest Chief Petty Officers in the service. 

 
Although he did so many things for the Church and 

his neighbours, Colin was not one to complain about 
being tired, overworked, or not appreciated. Even when 
he was under pressure he did jobs cheerfully and with 
good grace. In fact even when he was dying he never 
complained; he was content to put himself in the hands 
of the Lord's providence, knowing that the Lord knows 
best what is right for us. 

 
Colin was always quick to speak up for what he saw 

as right, and he did not remain silent in the presence of 
wrongdoing. He had high personal standards and he 
expected the same of others. Yet, at the same time, he 
was very understanding of people's troubles and 
supportive of them in personal difficulty. He was a good 
friend to confide in, and his advice was always worth 
listening to. 

 
In all this we see what a fine man Colin Crawford 

was. His life in this world has been a blessing to those 
who knew him and to the Church which he so much 
loved. His passing into the spiritual world deprives us of 
the earthly presence of a good and useful man, but it 
also enriches the heavens. Heaven is where he wanted 
to be, and by the end of his life he was ready and 
waiting to move on to his new work there. We thank the 
Lord for having given us such a fine man, and such a 
good example for us to follow. 

 
Rev Robert Gill 
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Readers Letters 

Lifeline 
 
Contributions should be sent to the Editor,   Alan C Misson 
 
27 Woodland Way, Shirley, Tel:  020  8777 5098 
     Croydon, CR0 7UB  Email:     alanmisson@btinternet.com 
                             
Lifeline is published on the 2nd Sunday of the month ( except in Jan and 
July ). Articles and notices should reach the editor by the end of the 
second week of the month prior to publication.  
 
Subscriptions to be sent to the Business Manager,   Ian D McCallum 
 
65 Heaton Road, Stockport, Tel:  0161 432 5362 
     Cheshire, SK4 4JJ  
   
Price per copy  £1 
Annual Subscription Rates  United Kingdom  £13.85 
Overseas Seamail  £18.25  Airmail  USA Canada £25.30 
Airmail  Australia  New Zealand  £27.05 

Dear Editor,  
 
While scanning through the readers 
letters section in the Feb 2000 
edition of Lifeline, I happened to 
read a contribution by our mutual 
friend Roland Smith. In this belated 
response I would like to express a 
personal opinion on the ideas 
Roland outlined. 
 

There is no doubt in my mind 
that if the Lord's providence is in 
harmony with man's prudence the 
mutually desired end is likely to be 
brought into effect. So the idea of an 
academic director embarking on a 
programme of realistic development 
for the New Church may possibly 
s u c c e e d .  I f  t h i s  r e a l i s t i c 
development includes the use of the 
Internet, to promote New Church 
doctrines, I'm sure it will be a step in 
the right direction. 

 
If we could take a God's eye 

view of the situation, as Roland 
pointed out, we might realise that 
this so called, "cumbersome 
organisation", where people go to 
sing hymns on Sundays, has got 
some very positive things going for 
it. After all, Sunday is not just 
Sunday, but the very Sabbath we 
are asked to put aside specifically 
for the sake of the Lord, and hymn 
singing is not just singing hymns, as 

though it was some sort of vocal 
exercise, instead of being the 
sincere means it is, for praising and 
giving glory to the Living God, in the 
midst of His worshippers. These 
meetings also provide fellowship, for 
as Paul says "What is doctrine 
without fellowship". 

 
If love of the Lord, combines 

with love of the neighbour, and both 
terminate in the love of use, a 
realistic development programme 
will have no problem being accepted 
by New Church congregations, and 
Divine Providence will do the rest. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

George Young 
 
 
 
Dear Editor, 
 
Further to Peter Cunningham's 
observations on the question 
describing Swedenborg during the 
Quarter Finals of University 
Challenge, I remember another 
similar question posed on 5th 
January 1999. 
 

'Which Swedish scientist, 
philosopher and theologian wrote 
voluminously in interpreting the 
scriptures as the immediate word of 

God and relating what he had seen 
and heard of the world of spirits and 
angels? 

 
It was answered correctly by a 

student of English from Balliol 
College, Oxford, apparently much to 
Jeremy Paxman's surprise. 

 
I felt it was an intriguing and 

precise description of Swedenborg, 
possibly more so than the 
incomplete one from the recent 
programme. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

Ray Pulsford 

Dear Editor, 
 
When filing my copy of May Lifeline 
I realised that I'd failed to respond 
to Peter Cunningham's submission 
re the Swedenborg question on 
University Challenge. 
 

It may be worth mentioning that 
there are a couple of references to 
Swedenborg in Paxman's book on 
‘The English’. On glancing at these 
(I haven't read the book) I didn't 
feel that they showed a great depth 
of understanding of Swedenborg. 

 
They both referred to the idea 

of a separate heaven for the 
English, whilst failing to mention 
that Swedenborg makes similar 
comments regarding other nations 
also. Blake was also referred to in 
relation to Swedenborg. 

 
I can't honestly say whether 

this may be the source of the 
question itself, but it's an 
interesting coincidence,,, 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

Rev David Lomax 
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