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"They will beat their swords into ploughshares and their spears into pruning
hooks. Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war
any more."
Isaiah 2: 4 (see also Joel 3:10 & Micah 4. 3)

F
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or centuries (we might say millennia!) humankind has dreamed of a time when
war and enmity between people would cease, to be replaced by peace and
harmony. Last century was, arguably, as violent as any of its predecessors. It opened to
scenes of warfare, and it closed in much the same way, with the years between scarred
by a succession of terrifying conflagrations. And currently there are disturbances in
several parts of the world requiring intervention by UN peacekeeping forces, all of which
gives rise to feelings of unease. There is a slender and delicate dividing line between
so-called peace (by which we tend to mean the absence of fighting) and conflict, a
dividing line which is so easily shattered.
As we peer into the 21st century, I imagine most of us hope and pray for a more
peaceful and united world. It is a basic human yearning. It all seems so foolish that
precious lives and vast resources should be allocated to the destruction of people and
their communities and property. It is certainly a far cry from the underlying purpose of
creation, in which everybody and everything is mutually interdependent. There is a very
real and genuine sense in which we are one world. On a different level, the destruction
of vital habitats (from our own fields to the jungles) is leading to the loss of animal
species, and the economic pressure to produce is polluting our air and our health. One
group's actions do have an impact on others.
The last quarter of the millennium saw quite amazing and breathtaking changes in
human life, as much on the social front as on the technological. I believe this to be the
consequence of developments in the spiritual world, described in such detail by
Emanuel Swedenborg, and we are still working through their effects here on earth.
There is a danger that we see only negatives, only violence, only enmity, and only
despair. That, I am convinced, is to take a one-sided, distorted view of life. The list of
positive, beneficial developments in these 250 years is long and impressive. We
experience the same problem in our personal lives sometimes, concentrating on all
those things which give us problems and pain, and forgetting to arrive at a balanced
assessment by recalling all the blessings without which we couldn't survive.
In a month when we hold the first Remembrance Sunday of the century, when the
survivors of that 1st World War are themselves centenarians (or very nearly so), there is
an opportunity for every individual to renounce oppression and brutality. For us in this
country, that is largely a matter for our own personal behaviour. We need to be on the
lookout for thoughts and feelings, for attitudes and actions which are aggressive or
(Continued on page 2)
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domineering. A heightened awareness, and then strong rejection, of prejudice and bigotry in
all forms must be confronted within our own nature. If we claim a desire for peace and
harmony, we must begin with ourselves.
From time to time that will involve a battle royal, for the forces of evil do not lie down
without resistance. We shall require all the power at our disposal to overcome self-centred
and self-serving states of mind. [This, of course, is why properly regulated military forces
have to be sustained to oppose despotic regimes.] Thank goodness, in this context we can
legitimately call upon the Lord's name to bring us victory, and He will never fail. He knows
us intimately, and will lay down His life for us to bring inner peace and security - whenever
we ask!
Rev Bruce Jarvis

Autumn Studies at Purley Chase
Before attempting to write this article, I reflected upon
Paul's Letter to the Galatians 5 v22 in which he talks of
the ‘Fruits of the Spirit’. (Love, Joy, Peace, Patience,
Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness, Self
control.) I was further reminded of our Lord's words in
John's gospel 15 v4 when He says
"Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch
cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in
the vine, neither can you, unless you abide
in me."

These are the fruitful qualities that we can grow
within us in a true loving relationship with our Lord and
to our fellows. This giving and receiving which makes
these fruitful qualities grow stronger is what I
experienced personally at the school this September.
The topic for this years session was Joseph the
Dreamer in which we looked at the interplay of themes
in chapters 37 to 50 of the Genesis Story, looking also
at the parallel of our life and the Lord's life within the
story as well. The other subject was the "Hidden
Millennium" and its relevance for us today in the "New
Age." We discussed the signs of the times to see if we
could find any clues that the Lord's dawn of a new age

4th - 8th September

was making an impact into our daily lives. As you can
see, these two topics were quite wide-ranging but were
cleverly handled by the Rev Clifford Curry and invited
much full discussion and response.
Other ‘fruitful’ highlights included a thought
provoking look at Mark's gospel where in the evening
we all took turns to read a chapter each and concluded
with the Sacrament of the Lord's Holy Supper.
Visits to Mancetter Church and Witherley Church,
and a two mile walk along the canal to Atherstone made
a wonderful week complete.
As a ‘first timer’ I fully enjoyed the week and will
certainly go again. My heartfelt thanks go to Clifford for
his hard work and preparation, and for Mary Burnley for
her organisation of the school and of course for Wilf and
Irene for the excellent cuisine and hospitality. I am
thankful as well for the true friendship that was bonded
this week. As the Lord says in John 15 v11
"These things I have spoken to you, that my
joy may be in you, and that your joy may be
full."

Stephen Thomas

I do not receive every church Newsletter, but from those I have received
it is good to see that the ‘Journey towards the First Christmas’ is being
followed in a variety of ways. Churches with programmes already
arranged include:
Derby
Kensington

In various members homes
After Sunday worship and a packed lunch

I am sure other ‘journeys’ are being planned but details probably missed
the Newsletter deadlines.
Editor
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Prayer
During our Sunday Service there are two periods of
formal prayer. However, our prayers extend beyond
these for we also have moments of silent prayer, as well
as a prayer at the dedication of the offertory; indeed,
many of our hymns are actually sung prayers, as is the
vesper. You will realise that prayer permeates the whole
of our act of worship.
Prayer is communication with the Lord. In any
relationship communication is vital, whether it be
between husband and wife, parent and child, employer
and employee, or a householder and his neighbour.
Where there is no communication there is ignorance
and misunderstanding, which can lead on to disputes
and a severing of the relationship. No relationship is
more important that that we have with the Lord, and so
full communication with the Lord is vital if we are to
develop a rich and meaningful spiritual life.
Communication needs to be a two way process.
Ostensibly our prayers are an effort on our part to speak
to the Lord, for we share with him our concerns and ask
for his help. Yet if our prayer is sincere it becomes a
means whereby the Lord can respond and communicate
with us. This process is spoken of in a lovely passage in
the Heavenly Doctrines:
"If prayer springs from love and faith
something like a revelation is present within
the prayer which manifests itself in the
affection of the one praying in the form of
hope, comfort, or some inward joy"
Arcana Caelestia 2535.

In genuine prayer there is a response from the Lord;
this may not be audible but it can be felt in the heart and
perceived in the mind.
A most important element in our prayers is that of
confession. There are two elements to confession. The
first is a confession of all our failures and sins, and a
recognition that we need the Lord's forgiveness and
help. The second is a confession of the Lord; this is an
acknowledgement that he alone is the source of life and
author of all that is good and true. This confession
involves the recognition that any good which we have
been able to do in the past week has only been possible
because the Lord enabled and empowered us to do it.
The confessional element in our prayers
encourages humility within us. We cannot truly worship
the Lord without such humility, for we are taught,

Our day workshop on Prayer on Sunday, 23rd January
proved very useful for those fortunate to be there. But
this aspect of our worship is for each and every one of
us, and I think that it is something we are all apt to
neglect in our self-sufficiency, forgetting its importance.
In everyday life, if we knew someone, who loved us
deeply, wanted an invitation to come to us to have a
good chat, we should not waste any time inviting him or
her. And yet, do we not sometimes keep the Lord
waiting indefinitely for a prayer to open things up? After
all, we are told in our Church's teaching that prayer is
talking with God, not only from the lips but also from the
head.
Without prayer, our spiritual selves are in danger of
wilting away and dying. We are then living on the
surface of life and not really experiencing the life for
which we were intended.
So let us not forget that He is always waiting for us
to open the door by turning to him in prayer. And as we
progress, we shall perhaps realise that we should not be
telling Him what we want and asking Him for those
things, but more and more we should be asking Him
what He wants for us and how we can best give to
others. In other words, as we discovered at our
workshop, when we are talking to the Lord we must
learn to become good listeners.
Let us be especially thankful for the blessing of
being able to talk with the Lord and to thank Him for
life's many blessings.
Gordon Jacobs
from the Oaklands, Birmingham newsletter

"The essential element in all worship is
humility"
Arcana Caelestia 9377

Humility opens our hearts and minds to the Lord, so
that his Spirit can enter into us, bringing hope, guidance,
comfort, inspiration, and strength. Prayer thus deepens
our awareness of the Lord, enables communication with
him, and strengthens us for the tasks of regeneration
and service which lie before us!
Rev Robert Gill
from the Paisley newsletter
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The Wailing Wall, Jerusalem
A sacred place of prayer for the Jews
but sadly a place of much recent violence

The Epistles
The majority of the New Testament books are letters
(Epistles). Thirteen of these are associated with Paul
and eight with other writers. We will begin with the eight.
The Epistle to the Hebrews was originally thought to be
by Paul but it is not in his style. No one knows the writer
but it has been suggested by some that perhaps a
woman may have written it. This would explain why the
writer's name is not known, as women were not
supposed to write books in those days. The book
concerns itself with comparing Melchizidek, who is
mentioned in Genesis as a High Priest and the Jewish
High Priests that followed, with Jesus, who the writer
sees in the tradition of the High Priests and greater than
them all. It was probably written to try to persuade
Jewish Christians to remain Christian and not go back to
Judaism. After the fall of Jerusalem to the Romans in
AD 70 the Jews who had been driven out from the Holy
Land held a council at Jamnia and started to try to win
back Jews who had become Christian. Jewish
Christians by this time were in a minority most
Christians being Gentiles (i.e. non-Jews). The letter was
written to persuade Jews that Jesus was in the direct
line of great Jewish religious leaders like the High
Priests in an attempt to persuade Jews to stay with
Christianity.
The letter of James is unlikely to have been written
by the disciple of that name but it is an interesting letter
which tries to give a balance between faith in Jesus and
doing good. James is often described as the letter that
advocates charity because it clearly makes the point
that faith on its own is no use unless a person tries to do
good.

The first letter of Peter was probably dictated by him
to Silas, who wrote it down. It is written from ‘Babylon’,
which is probably a false name for Rome, to Christians
in Asia Minor (modern Turkey), and gives general
advice about many things. 2 Peter is a letter written
much later, not by Peter, and is concerned with trying to
destroy the influence of various people whom the writer
considered to be heretics.
The three letters of John were probably written by
John the Elder Bishop of Ephesus towards the end of
the first century AD. The same person may well have
written the gospel of John, though the disciple John may
well have been the main source for that gospel. These
three little letters are about the importance of loving
others and the dangers of listening to and following
people with false ideas (i.e. heretics). The small letter of
Jude, who was also probably a bishop of the early 2nd
century AD is largely about the dangers of listening to
false ideas and following them.
The remaining thirteen letters were attributed to
Paul, though the two letters to Timothy and the letter to
Titus claim to have been written after Paul's release
from captivity in Rome. As there is no record of his
release and it seems most unlikely that he was released
it is therefore unlikely that he wrote them. They also are
about church officials and church government and
reflect a period where the Christian church has
developed from its early beginnings in Paul's days.
Many of Paul's letters were written as he moved
from place to place on his missionary journeys and are
also answers to letters and questions he was sent. They
are therefore not the result of long periods of thought
but fairly immediate answers. He is often asked what
Jesus said about something and when he doesn't know
we find him admitting it but saying what he thinks but
making it clear it is his own opinion.
The letter to the Galatians was written because after
Paul's work here Jewish Christians arrived and informed
the local Gentile Christians that they had to become
Jews, including the rite of circumcision, to be Christians.
Paul makes it clear in this letter that it is not necessary
to keep all the Jewish Laws, all they need to do is keep
the commandments and have faith in Jesus.

Rev Geoffrey Clarkson

1 and 2 Corinthians were written partly out of
exasperation and anger. The Corinthian Christians
accepted the Pauline teaching that they need not keep
the Jewish Law (the laws contained in the first five
books of the Old Testament) but took this to mean that
they need not keep any moral law at all. They were
behaving in a thoroughly immoral manner and Paul had
to take them to task over it. 1 and 2 Thessalonians are
interesting in that Paul discusses the 2nd Coming of
Christ, which he expected quite quickly. The
Thessalonians get upset that some of their friends are
(Continued on page 5)
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Walking
Ever since I was very young my parents encouraged me
to walk wherever I could. As a family we used to walk to
church, school, down to the local shops, or into the town
centre. As have many families before us, we went on
walks into the countryside too. At first, I think I probably
complained about having to walk - isn't that what cars
are for? But as I grew older, and particularly in my
teens, I developed a real love of walking. It was my only
regular form of exercise (I hated physical education at
school, being quite bad at football and most other
competitive sports), and I can remember taking walks
alone on the odd weekend when I was getting especially
fed up with being cooped up in my bedroom. Of course,
there are certain walks I will always remember - going
up to "The Braes", the hills behind my school, from
which one could see the Clyde River, and Ben Lomond
beyond it, the day I spent with friends in the Blue
Mountains, near Sydney.
Well, what's so special about walking? In days gone
by, it was the primary mode of transport for many
people. Only the wealthy could afford horses, carriages,
and the like. Walking requires a great deal of effort,
whereas cars only require effort to refuel. On the other
hand, walking is free (aside from the appetite It gives
you), whereas cars (and horses for that matter) cost a
good amount of money to house, insure, service, etc. Of
course, the pedestrian Is also much more exposed and
vulnerable than the driver - weather conditions and
being struck by a vehicle are all risks we can run when
walking.

Even though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you
are with me; your rod and your staff, they
comfort me.
Psalm 23:4
The people walking in darkness have seen a
great light; on those living in the land of the
shadow of death a light has dawned.
Isaiah 9:2

Then there are stories about walking - the Israelites
walked for 40 years in the desert; the parable of the
good Samaritan; Jesus met the two disciples while they
were walking on the road to Emmaus, and even called
himself, 'The way (path, or road), the truth and the life'.
(John 14:6). Spend some time reflecting upon these.
The metaphor is quite clear. We are called to a life-long
walk with our God. We are not asked simply to travel,
but to walk, to join in the effort of living the
commandments of the Lord. To do so in vulnerability
and to trust that He will do us no harm, indeed that He
can and will protect us from the many dangers which
may surround us. This is a privilege which all can enjoy,
young and old, rich and poor, the free and the prisoner,
the able-bodied and the disabled, the mighty and the
meek.
I wish you every blessing in your walk with Him.
Rev David Moffat

There are lots of lovely references to walking in the
Bible. Here is just a selection:
Walk in all the way that the LORD your God
has commanded you, so that you may live
and prosper and prolong your days in the
land that you will possess.
Deuteronomy 5:33
Impress these commandments on your
children. Talk about them when you sit at
home and when you walk along the road,
when you lie down and when you get up.
Deuteronomy 6:7

Walkers at Holiday Centre 1965, from the Plough
(Continued from page 4)

dying before Jesus' 2nd Coming and Paul has to
reassure them that these people will be saved as well
when Jesus returns. Romans is the most theological of
the letters and almost comes to the conclusion that
there is predestination i.e. that God has decided before
we are born whether we will go to heaven or hell. Paul
however draws back in horror when he sees where his
argument is leading him.
Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians and Philemon
were all written whilst Paul was in captivity in Rome.
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The letter to Philemon is interesting in that Paul pleads
for Philemon to treat his runaway slave Onesimus,
whom Paul has met in Rome and persuaded to go back
to his master. Slavery was considered a natural part of
the social order then and here Paul persuades a slave
to return.
There is of course much more to these letters than I
have written here but do read some of them if you have
the time.
Rev Geoffrey Clarkson

RENEW Programme
By the time you read this, the RENEW team will have met three times. Our meetings provide a regular opportunity for
‘face to face’ discussion which is vital if we are to move forward quickly. However a great deal of communication is
also achieved by e-mail between members of the team. New documents can be quickly circulated and modified
many times in the space of a few days with all team members participating in the discussion. It would be a much
slower process if we had to rely on posting our documents!
Our first task has been to construct a description of how we see the church in the 21st century. We have called
the new organisational structure the ‘New World Model’. At some stage in the future we will identify a new name we
can all use, but meanwhile the term ‘New World Model’ helps us know what we are talking about. We have also
produced a ‘Transition’ document describing how we might move from the current organisational arrangements
towards the ‘New World Model’. Critical to moving forward is the identification of a number of key initiatives which
would act as the ‘Start Up’ phase of a new way of working. We are currently surveying the views of a wide range of
people in order to begin to prepare the key initiatives list.
The document we have produced on the ‘New World Model’ is printed here so that a wide audience can read
and discuss it.
Alan Misson
RENEW Programme Leader

Outline of the 'New World Model'
for the General Conference of the New Church

•

The Message of the New World Model will be
that the Word and the spiritual insights contained
in the Writings of Emanuel Swedenborg can
contribute to a person's spiritual growth.

•

The New World Model will have as its Goal and
focus the desire and intention to provide
teaching and learning experiences which
empower people in their spiritual/inner
philosophy of life.

•

The primary mechanism of the New World
Model to achieve its Goal will be to reach out in
new forms to anyone who may wish to receive
and experience its Message.

The New World Model will be an organisational
structure intended to replace the current
structures and operating principles of the
General Conference of the New Church.

•

The New World Model will recognise and value
the richness and diversity of individual
responses to the Mission.

•

The New World Model will not be limited by the
current activities of the General Conference.

•

•

The New World Model will not require uniformity
of approach by the Ministry or the Laity in
achieving the Mission.

The New World Model will enable the Mission of
the General Conference of the New Church to
be put into practice, in its most relevant form, for
the 21st century.

•

The New World Model will be built around the
five key areas of Education, Leadership,
Communication, Resource Management and
Organisation.

•

Decision making in the New World Model will
only take place after it has been determined that
the decision is compatible with the achievement
of the Goal.

This document is the outline of a 'New World Model'.
From this a detailed blueprint will be developed.

Mission Statement
"Our mission is to express, share and experience
with others in life an inclusive, non-judgmental vision
of God's kingdom"
Assumptions
•

Guiding Principles of the New World Model
•

The New World Model will exist to encourage,
develop and support people in achieving the
Mission through application to life of the Word
and the Writings of Emanuel Swedenborg.

(Continued on page 7)
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Education
Education in the New World Model will provide an
effective teaching and learning environment which
can introduce the Message to those for whom it is a
new experience and promote further development
for those for whom the Message already has some
meaning.

•

Excellent external communication that is
distinctive, eye-catching and thought provoking

•

Excellent and timely internal communication
within the New World Model

•

Clearly identified and targeted audiences

This will require:

Resource Management

•

Educational support to individuals and centres

•

Appropriate materials to enable all ages to be
led into an awareness of what the Message
really means for them

Resource Management in the New World Model will
ensure that the collective resources of people,
money, materials and time are only applied in ways
that will lead towards the achievement of the Goal.

•

Materials and media adapted to different levels
and environments

•

Application of resources to be prioritised in
relation to achievement of the Goal

The opportunity for the interchange of ideas and
understanding

•

Regular re-appraisal of effectiveness and
efficiency of resource application in the New
World Model

•

The New World Model's activities overall to be
ultimately self-financing

•

This will require:

Leadership
Leadership in the New World Model will encourage
and support individuals and centres in applying their
abilities towards achieving the Goal.

Organisation
This will require:
•

Provision of training to develop existing and new
leaders

•

Organisation in the New World Model will ensure
that an appropriate structure exists which makes it
easy for individuals and centres to share together in
the achievement of the Goal.

Identification and promotion of leadership teams
to support the work of our centres, products and
other services

This will require:

•

•

The harnessing of the wide ranging talents of
individuals, groups and communities in
leadership roles

•

Recognition that individuals will wish to work for
the New World Model in many different ways

•

Acceptance that the organisation must be
flexible and able to handle a wide variety in
forms of communities

•

Decision making processes that are fast and
efficient and focussed on the Goal

•

Establishment of a simple but effective 'umbrella'
organisation that can provide the framework
within which the goal can be achieved

Leaders who are committed to empowering
people

Communication
Communication in the New World Model will provide
the means through which the Message can be
delivered to anyone who wishes to receive and
experience it.
This will require:
•

Using the best of modern technology to provide
up to date methods of reaching individuals and
groups
7

Centenary Celebrations at Chester
On 8th October our congregation in Chester celebrated
100 years of its existence. The first 15 members signed
the Roll when they formed the Society at the end of
September 1900, after a course of lectures in the city by
the Rev Joseph Deans, who was based in London at
that time.
On 8 October. descendants of those initial 15 were
present among the 96 worshippers:- 4 grandchildren, 1
great-grandson, and 2 great-great-grandchildren, along
with a daughter-in-law of two of the founders.
Guests of honour were the civic representatives: Cllr
Graham Proctor, Deputy Lord Mayor; Cllr Sue Proctor,
Deputy Lady Mayoress, and Cllr John Ebo and his
family. The celebration Service was led by the Rev
David Lomax BA, President Nominate of The General
Conference of the New Church - - who, like Joseph
Deans, is based in London. His subject for the occasion
was growth and maturity, and from both old and young
he drew answers to the questions which he posed as he
developed his theme.
Among the congregation were Brownies and
Guides, Sunday Seekers and their families, and friends
and members of the Church in Chester. During the
Service, a Roll of Honour was read by the Rev Norman
Ryder, the Minister of the Church. As representatives of
all who have worked for the Church from 1900 to 2000,
and of all who will do so in the years ahead, he thanked
the present Church Committee for all they do. indicating
major responsibilities which they carry. They are Esther
Swinn, on the Committee for over 50 years, and
currently the Pulpit Secretary; Edna Broad, who first
attended the New Church 78 years ago, and a current
member of the Pastoral Care Team; Dot Best, long time
Sunday School teacher and now Minutes Secretary,
Collector for the New Church Children's Society, and
Auditor for Conference's Broadfield Memorial
Benevolent Fund; Abigail Langan, Sunday Seekers
Leader for 20 years and Bookings Secretary; Sylvia
Fay, Chairman for the past 12 years, member of the
Pastoral Care Team, and Organiser of Conference's
Home Worship scheme; Muriel Wood, organist in her
late teens and again since 1987; Val Gerrard, Worship
Leaders deacon; Barbara Nicholls, Treasurer, Secretary
of the Jeggins Trustees, and an Assistant Treasurer of
Conference; Ray Pulsford., who attends to maintenance
matters, and is Secretary of the Broadfield Memorial
Benevolent Fund; Dorothy Parker, who recently rejoined
the Committee after the death of her husband earlier
this year; and Pamela Ryder, Church Secretary, Sunday
Seekers Leader, and Women's League President.
After the Service, the Deputy Lord Mayor gave civic
greetings to the congregation, with his regrets that
another engagement would prevent him and his wife
from having lunch with the rest of those present. This
was a shared bring-your-own lunch, to which most of
those who came had contributed enough and to spare,
8

Cllr Graham Proctor Mrs Sylvia Fay
Rev David Lomax
Cllr Sue Proctor
Photograph copyright David Mullock
after which Cllr Ebo thanked those who had made it
such a splendid spread, and his elder son said, "Can we
come again next week?!"
The Centenary birthday cake, made and decorated
by Mary and Ray Pulsford, was cut by Edna Broad and
Jack Boulton, at 95 years our oldest regular attendee.
As the tidying-up after the celebration went on,
preparations for
the first event of
the next 100 years
began: the Helping
Others Fair on 14th
October.

Mrs Edna Broad
Mr Jack Boulton
Photograph
copyright David
Mullock

New Kneelers at Seaburn Dene

On September 3rd we dedicated the new kneelers in front of a packed congregation. Before the ceremony Jenny
and Frank removed the old kneeler, and Bruce spoke about how much pleasure the old kneeler had given, both at
Holy Communion and weddings over the years.
Each person who had made a kneeler went forward for Bruce to receive them and place them ready for
dedication. We all received the Holy Supper on the new kneelers, and after the service many people took
photographs of them, and their creators.
May I take this opportunity to thank everyone who made them, and also to those who contributed towards the
cost. I am sure we will all get as much pleasure out of them as we did with the old one. A special thank-you to Jenny
Hind for masterminding this project through the creative months.
Joan Nicholls
from the Seaburn Dene Newsletter

The New Church
Sunday School Union
Conference will be
held on Saturday,
19th May 2001 at
Chester New Church
Please book the date
in your diaries NOW!;
details later.

Ah, my friend, shun evil and do good, and believe in the
Lord with all your heart and with all your soul, and the Lord
will love you, and give you love so that you can act, and
faith so that you can believe. Then you will be impelled by
love to do good, and by faith, which is trust, to believe. And
if you persevere in this, you will be linked with Him and He
with you, and this for ever; and this is the essence of
salvation and everlasting life.
If a person were not to use the strength he has been given
to do good, and use his mind to believe in the Lord, what
would man be but a wilderness and a desert, and exactly
like dried up ground, which does not absorb rain, but makes
it bounce off; or like a sandy heath, where sheep can find no
pasture. He would also be like a dried up spring; or like the
stagnant pool there, when the source is obstructed, or like a
dwelling where there is no harvest.
True Christian Religion 484
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Outreach - a job just for the experts?
It's obvious to most of us that outreach activities are
vital if knowledge of the Lord and his Word is to be
spread more widely. Our organisation has been doing
quite a bit of this; through publishing books and leaflets,
through our retail outlets, through the internet, through
stands at festivals, etc.
But surely these must be a lot of outreach going on
of a less formal kind. I'm thinking of the way ordinary
men and women of all churches pass on to others ideas
from their personal faith that mean a lot to them, and
doing so in the course of their day to day contacts with
those they meet.
Not everyone 'out there' whose faith needs a bit of
strengthening is ready to absorb large chunks of
doctrine. But many must surely be in need of some
simple word of truth; something to help them with life's
problems now or in the future. Examples I can think of
include such things as that there is a God who loves
each and every one of us, and whose loving and
forgiving nature is shown to us in the life of Jesus; that a
happy and useful life amongst people we love awaits us
after we die; that heaven is open to everyone who
genuinely wants to live a life of service to God and one's
fellows, and that therein lies the secret of true happiness
in this life as well as the next. Helping to plant gems of
truth such as these could help someone in their times of
trouble and temptation and bereavement.

Personally I'm finding that doing this gets less
difficult, if only because strangers I meet seem to be
more receptive than they were a few years ago. I'll
mention a recent example; I was on a residential musicmaking weekend, and over the lunch table some fellow
guests and I were bemoaning our shortcomings (playing
out of tune, losing the beat, etc). I mentioned that I
hoped the Lord would let me be a real musician when I
got to the next world. To my surprise, three or four of
those at our table rose to the theme, and we shared our
unfulfilled musical ambitions in the same spirit.
Do we do enough personal outreach, I wonder?
Should you and I try and do more? I'm sure it's courage,
a willingness to stick one's neck out, that is more
important than a deep knowledge of the Writings.
I'm reminded of a well known art tutor, Alwyn
Crawshaw, who in recent years has introduced many a
late beginner into painting for pleasure through his TV
presentations and videos. After one of his instalments,
in which in an entertaining way he has shown how to
paint a simple landscape, he nearly always finishes up
with the words; 'Why not have a go? It's easier than you
think'.
Can we find the courage to go about personal
outreach for the Lord in that spirit?
Geoff Cunningham

What are the teachings you have learnt during your
life that are most precious to YOU? And do you find you
can share these with those you meet?

Clerkenwell and Swedenborg
Did you hear a reference to the Swedenborgians on
B.B.C. Radio 4 on Thursday morning. 28th September?
This was in a programme entitled 'In Our Time' - a new
series presented by Melvyn Bragg on 'The History and
Character of London'. Apparently the many districts and
regions of London clearly reflect something of the
character and style of the people who have inhabited
them. For example, Clerkenwell has always been
associated with freethinking and reforming movements,
such as Methodism, Marxism, and Swedenborgianism,
it was said.

Street, right in the centre of Clerkenwell. Is it true that
the different parts of London encapsulate and reflect
something of the character and quality of their
inhabitants? It is an interesting speculation with more
than a germ of truth in it, I believe.

However, it was good to hear the name of
Swedenborg coming over on the air.
Rev Dennis Duckworth

It is a fact that Swedenborg lodged in Cold Bath
Square, Clerkenwell, and there he died. Robert
Hindmarsh lived at 32 Clerkenwell Close. Poppins Court
where the Arcana Caelestia was printed, and John
Lewis's bookshop in Pater Noster Row where the
Arcana Caelestia was published, are both on the fringe
of Clerkenwell. And the Hatton Garden New Church
where the Rev. Samuel Noble ministered was in Cross
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Clerkenwell is an area of London just north of St Pauls
Cathedral and close to the A1 as it leaves the city.
Editor

The Wayfarers Chapel
Many of you reading this article will be aware that our
cousins in America have a Church which is known as
the "Wayfarers Chapel", situated just to the South of the
City of Los Angeles at Portuguese Bend. It was
designed by one Lloyd Wright, and building commenced
in 1949 and was completed and dedicated for worship in
1951. Since then other buildings have been added. The
cost of the original building was met by members of the
Church of the New Jerusalem, as a National Memorial
to Emanuel Swedenborg. The Church or Chapel has a
very unique feature in so much as its walls are made
entirely of glass. This is why it is sometimes more
commonly known as The Glass Church. The walls of
glass represent the understanding which protects us,
but at the same time enables us to relate our religion to
life in a clear and positive way. The threefold nature of
the Spiritual life, and the three essentials of the one
God, are suggested by the constant use of triangles in
the design. I could give you more details, but we want
you to come and see the Church for yourself.

Accrington, Lancashire, and was a member of the
Sunday School and Church, and attended regularly until
she went to University at Reading and gained her BSc.
specialising in Geology. After graduating she worked in
Croydon for two years, followed by four years in Libya,
until Gadhaffi came into power. During this four year
period, she met and married Roger, and was married at
the Accrington New Church, the service being
conducted by her uncle the Rev. Dennis Duckworth.
Having left Libya, due to the revolution, Marion and
Roger emigrated to Canada, and have lived and worked
in Calgary, Alberta, for almost 30 years. They have two
grown-up daughters, Helen and Carolyn, and have had
their own business for over 20 years, being consultants
in the oil industry.
Ten years ago Marion took a 3-year course in all
aspects of the travel industry, gaining Diplomas in
Travel and Tour Management, and formed her own
travel company, which is a division of the main company
of Mahoney Exploration Consultants Ltd. Marion has
conducted several tours through the Rockies,
Vancouver Area, Alaska, and South into the U.S.A. On
all of these tours, we have had members of the New
Church from various parts of England. You may ask
how does all this fit in with the Wayfarers Chapel?
Next year 2001 in September, Marion has planned
a tour which culminates with a visit to the Chapel. It has
been so designed that we shall be there on a Sunday,
so that those who wish can attend a service there. Also
planned is an overnight stop at Salt Lake City, to enable
you to attend the Sunday morning T.V. and Radio
broadcast of the World famous Mormon Tabernacle
Choir which is about 220 voices strong. It lasts half an
hour.
Briefly, set out below are some of the places we
shall be visiting en route to the Wayfarers' Chapel. The
tour commences and. finishes in London from 17th
September to 3rd October 2001, and we shall be visiting
world famous National Parks such as Yellowstone,
Bryce, Zion, Grand Canyon, Monument Valley, and
many more places of interest.
If you would like more details, please contact me by
phone or at the address below, and I hope I can look
forward to you joining us in the "Fall" next year.
Alan Duckworth

Wayfarers Chapel
Photo from the website of the
General Convention of Swedenborgian Churches
www.swedenborg.org
Marion Mahoney (nee Duckworth) was born in
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19 Sycamore Crescent
Clayton-Le-Moors
Accrington
01254 231985

Readers Letters
Dear Editor
As most people will agree all our
ministers deserve more pay, and
equally most will feel we cannot
afford a rise in the region of £1000.
As a member of the Conference I
feel guilty that after a close vote the
matter was allowed to drop and
some compromise was not worked
out.
In discussion it was quite clear
that the most serious problem lay
with the cases of young ministers
with families. It is scandalous that an
organisation with our views on the
need for family care should push
ministers wives into having to work.
The obvious solution is to authorise
some form of child allowance. There
are mere handful of children
involved and it would be a small
financial problem.

New Church ministers have a 'take
home' pay of approximately the
same amount as my husband, who
is also in a secular occupation. We
also have a young family, like the
ministers mentioned in your article.
However, I feel it should be made
clear that, with their annual income,
a New Church Minister is also
provided with a house (including
council tax), a car and all it's running
costs, and a computer (should they
feel the need for one.)
My family has all of these things,
but we pay for them out of my
husband's salary. We do not make
out that we are struggling, we just
get on with life.
I do not want this letter to seem
that I am victimising our ministers,
indeed, I am sure most of them are
satisfied with the provision which
they receive; I know I would be!

Yours sincerely,
Patrick L Johnson

Dear Editor,
After reading the article 'Paying our
Ministers' in the September issue of
Lifeline, I felt I could no longer
remain silent.

I feel that we should not forget
that there are members of our
church societies, with families, who
are in more unfortunate situations
monetarily speaking, and I would
like everyone to be aware of how
fortunate our ministers are to be in
an occupation which supplies them
with so much.

Contributions should be sent to the Editor, Alan C Misson
Tel:
Email:

020 8777 5098
alanmisson@btinternet.com
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Yours sincerely,
Hazel Nicholls

Dear Editor
Having read Rev Dennis
Duckworth's letter in lifeline I feel
compelled to respond: He stated
that, for him, 'Conference had little
or nothing of importance to say'. For
me it had a lot more to say this year
than in the past. Unlike Dennis I
came back from Conference feeling
extremely positive and full of
enthusiasm to help my local church
to create a vision for the future and
to consider a way to implement it.
Whilst I feel like this, I do
understand his feelings that more
time should be devoted to doctrinal
study. After all we are a religious
organisation and we should not
forget that it is the Lord's work we
are carrying out.
Yours sincerely
Gwendolen Rowe

I urge everyone to know the
facts about what this occupation

Lifeline

27 Woodland Way, Shirley,
Croydon, CR0 7UB

provides before insisting that we pay
more money out of, what I believe is,
an already dwindling pot.

