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"The Word became flesh and lived for a while among us." John 1 v.14.

JOURNAL OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE NEW CHURCH

Christmas is the time of year above all others when very many people who are not
regular church-goers (some of them may not consider themselves "religious" in the
ordinary sense of that word) make some contact with the Christian faith. Churches are
often full at Christmas, particularly for the popular midnight Eucharist on Christmas Eve.
Many people attend carol services, not only to hear and join in the singing of carols, but
also to hear the Christmas story read aloud from the Word. There are performances of
great religious works of music like Handel's "Messiah", Bach's "Christmas Oratorio" and
Berlioz's "L'Enfance du Christ". At a less sophisticated cultural level, there must be few
adults who have been unmoved by a Nativity play performed by young children.
The radical Anglican clergyman, the Rev. Don Cupitt, has called this the
"Disneyfication" of Christianity. He sees our modern Christmas as a folkcommemoration of a vanished pre-industrial world, revived, if not invented, by such
people as Albert the Prince Consort and Charles Dickens a hundred and fifty years ago.
He writes of a religion of "nostalgia and denial", a "theme park mock-up that cannot be
lived in reality".
These are harsh words. They contain more than a grain of truth, but it seems to me
that they miss the real point, the deeper meaning of the Christmas story. It is a strange
paradox of our time that those who flock to church at Christmas (some of them with little
or no grounding in Christian teaching) have an opportunity, not just to hear beautiful
music and to listen to the story of a wondrous birth, a story that is like a fairy tale in its
beauty and simplicity, but also to hear communicated one of the central mysteries of the
Christian faith, the story of the Incarnation, of the Word made flesh, of how God entered
into his own creation. As the poet Robert Browning put it,
"Who but God himself,
Creator and sustainer of the world,
That came and dwelt in flesh on it awhile."

Perhaps we in the New Church, who are taught that it is now permitted to enter with
understanding into the mysteries of faith, have a special responsibility for spreading the
Word, the Word in its deeper spiritual sense? We cannot grasp the infinity of God, even
the abstract concept of the infinite may be beyond us. "The finite has no capacity for the
comprehension of the infinite," wrote one of the subtlest of the early New Church
thinkers. The infinite must be "...finited in idea, and so finited He can be known,
approached, and loved as the Lord Jesus Christ, the only God of heaven and earth." In
her introduction to the "Everyman" edition of Swedenborg's "True Christian Religion"
(Continued on page 2)
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Christmas is coming ...
(Continued from page 1)

Helen Keller wrote of how the Lord "finited" himself and
became a little child.
"There was no sign of worldly magnificence
or pomp. There was not even a man of
perfect form and stature. Only a little baby
lying in a manger...Yet he was Immanuel,
God with us."

In any family (and in our family we have
celebrated the birth of our first grandchild this
Autumn) the birth of a child is a joyous event, one
invested with many hopes for the future which
(sadly) on our human level are not always
fulfilled. We think of a baby as a gift of love. A
good baby born into a family will make that
family good. Jesus was born into the world,
Christian teaching tells us, to redeem it
through his love. This was not some event
in the remote past, something of no
relevance to our daily lives. Even the
agnostic or atheist who has known
Christmas, wrote GK Chesterton, will find

that there will always be some hint of religion about
"...The mere picture of a mother and a baby; some hint
of mercy and softening about the mere mention of the
dreadful name of God."
Like all babies, Jesus did not remain one. He grew
through childhood into manhood. If the love of the Lord
Jesus is born into our hearts, whatever religious or nonreligious label we may wear, we must nourish him until
he becomes one with our every thought, purpose
and hope. If the Christmas story is just a pretty
picture, a beautiful fairy story, a piece of
sentimentality, it will be useless to us, and then
it will wither away and die, like a husk which we
will cast aside because it has no nourishment.
But if we can grasp its deeper meaning,
however fitfully, if we can cherish this baby in
our hearts and minds, he will grow within us, and
we will return to the Christmas story year after
year with growing love and greater
understanding.
Richard Lines

Life can seem cruel, and so can God
Because life can seem cruel we do well to arm
ourselves with the truth behind that anguishing
appearance. God is love, and this life He gives us is
good. The Bible has a way of painting for us pictures
that portray the way life can seem but then show what
the reality is. This is eminently true of the story of Job.
Throughout the book's 42 chapters is a recurrent theme
of the strong appearance that God has hurt us. Job
laments to his friends, "The hand of God has struck me!
Why do you persecute me as God does?" (chapter 19).
"God has wronged me and has surrounded me with His
net." "God will not withdraw His anger . . .Let Him take
His rod away from me" (chapter 9).
The lament goes on and on, and one does not feel
disposed to blame Job seeing the terrible losses and
suffering he had to endure. It is the more distressing
when it is considered that Job was such an exemplary
person.
"Why him?" we ask, just as we ask, "Why me?"
sometimes. He didn't deserve that. Life isn't fair. God
isn't fair! But there are two absolutely crucial elements
to the story that totally change the perspective. One is
that Job ended up much more prosperous. "The Lord
gave Job twice as much as he had before" (final
chapter). He not only had had more good things, he
gained a far deeper understanding and appreciation.
The other important element is that none of the things
that were done to Job were done to him by God. It
seemed that way, but it was a sinister force other than
God that inflicted all that calamity.
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But didn't God permit it? Yes, and that is the point I
want to make from my religious perspective. One of the
doctrines of the theological works of Emanuel
Swedenborg (to which I look for inspiration) is the
doctrine of "permission." The teaching is that while
many things that happen are of the will of God, there are
things that happen which He only allows or permits.
And here is the good news. He will not allow it
unless in some way it can be turned to a good result.
Swedenborg notes that when God permits something
people jump to the conclusion that God caused it. This
is precisely what Job and his associates did. Here is a
direct quote: "Nothing is permitted, except to the end
that something of good may come of it." That is from
Heavenly Secrets paragraph 6489. It is repeated even
more emphatically later in the book.
That is one of the things I taught my children when
they were young. I can tell you there have been times
when they have confronted me when something horrible
has happened in the world. "O.K., Dad, what good
could possibly come from that?" I can remember
stammering out platitudes that did not seem convincing.
It can be hard! And yet, I am confident in and
strengthened by that truth. And, do you know, even my
most articulate and challenging daughter tells me now
that it is a truth she lives by.
Rev Don Rose
Assistant Pastor, Bryn Athyn Cathedral

Young Jesus
Oh, how I love your law!
It is my meditation all the day,
You, through your commandments,
make me wiser than my enemies;
for they are ever with me.
Psalm 119 97-98

The discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls between 19471956 at Qumran, which lies about 14 miles east of
Jerusalem, and about a mile from the western shore of
the Dead Sea, has given us the earliest manuscripts of
the Old Testament, and shown us how faithfully the text
of the Scriptures had been copied by the scribes.
It is not even beyond the bounds of possibility that
Jesus himself used those very scrolls, but that is not as
important as knowing the text Jesus used, and knew,
and loved. It is quite clear that he knew the Scriptures
very thoroughly, and often spoke of coming to fulfil
them:
Think not that I have to abolish the Law
and the Prophets; I have come not to
abolish them but to fulfil them. For truly, I
say to you, till heaven and earth pass
away, not one iota, not a dot, will pass
from the law until all is accomplished.
Matthew 5 17-18

There are many prophecies in the Old testament
which give fairly clear indication of the coming of the
promised Messiah, and these are familiar and are often
quoted. But in the New Church we understand the
Lord's words perhaps more profoundly than most
Christians. We believe that throughout the books of
Moses, the Prophets (which include the historical
books,) and the Psalms, there is a spiritual sense in the
Word which enters into the very letters and even the
minutest iotas and dots, as the Lord put it.
Imagine then young Jesus, even as a child,
beginning to perceive that there was that deeper
meaning as he held the scrolls in his hands. Jesus was
born a child, like any other child. He was not born fully
learned and with Divine wisdom in his mind. That would
have made him an inhuman freak and so quite alienated
him from the human race. Like all of us, he had to learn
step by step. Even though he perceived the truth more
fully and quickly, he could not leapfrog over the fields of
knowledge and take them in at a jump. Yet we know
that by the age of 12 he had already realised that he
had a great mission, and that he was receiving
enlightenment from the Divine Father. He received that
enlightenment through the pages of the Scriptures. That
very same text which we can read, - though we
comprehend very little of it. However, the light, which
was within Jesus, illuminated the pages for him. The
closest we can get to his state is to read the Psalms,
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which look into the mind of the thinking, evolving
person, rather than describe some named, historical
figure. This is particularly clear in Psalm 119. If you wish
to have a glimpse of what it must have been like for the
child, and the young Jesus, then read that Psalm. It
reveals his intimacy with the truth, the realisation of
needing to be about his Father's business, the love for
the commandments and his meditation on them. And all
the time knowing that this was his journey mapped out
from beginning to end.
In a real sense it was a very lonely journey. When
Mary rebuked him for staying behind in the Temple,
Jesus replied,
"Why is it that you sought me? Did you
not know that I must be about my Father's
business?" But they did not understand
the words which he spoke to them.
Luke 2 49-50

There is something very sad in those words. No one
could understand his unique mission. How could they?
This boy, from a small unimportant village, living
somewhere in the far-flung outpost of the Roman
Empire?
A boy, a youth with a mission of cosmic
significance? Impossible! Too far fetched! All we are told
was that he was progressing on that journey:
And the child grew and became strong in
spirit, filled with wisdom; and the grace of
God was upon him. And Jesus increased
in wisdom and stature, and in favour with
God and men.
Luke 2 40, 52

What was this cosmic mission, this titanic struggle
of which no one was aware? What is said in the
Scriptures about the promised Messiah? It is that the
Divine Love was yearning to save humanity, and God
says there that he will come to be one of us when the
power of evil would increase to such proportions as to
be like another flood threatening to swamp mankind.
The ancient promise had been made in the sign of the
rainbow. There would be no second flood, since even
the first biblical flood, was but a description of the
human mind filled with falsities beyond all control. That
power, if it ever reappeared, would have to restrained,
pushed back and controlled by the Lord God himself.
The enemies who feared him
When I said that no one could understand the
mission of Jesus, I was talking about the people around
him. The simple villagers, and even the learned rabbis.
But that is not the whole picture. The hellish forces,
which had intruded into the human mind, so as to
unbalance it, knew very well that they were being
challenged. For long time they felt secure and
(Continued on page 4)

Young Jesus ...
(Continued from page 3)

triumphant, but suddenly, they feared for their empire.
The Lord even told a little parable about it, which
appears in all the first three gospels.
When a strong man, fully armed, guards
his palace, his goods are in peace; but
when one stronger than he assails him
and overcomes him, he takes away his
armour in which he trusted, and divides
his spoil.
Luke 11 21-22

When this parable is read in context, it becomes
very clearly that the first strong man is the evil, which
was in possession of the human treasure house, the
mind. This was to be confiscated and redistributed as
spoils are returned to their rightful owners by the
Stronger Man, who is the Saviour himself. All this is also
clearly described in Isaiah chapter 59. This then was the
titanic battle in which was to know no truce or neutrality.
The young Jesus could not grasp the extent of this
mission, at first. We read about his increase in wisdom
and stature, which was a gradual process, for the simple
reason that with every new realisation of the true order
of life, he would be immediately attacked and tempted in
order to dissuade him from taking that path. That is also
our own, human experience. As soon as we learn some
truth, then all sorts of reasons and excuses flood in to
persuade us that we should not do so.
Most of the Psalms, and particularly Psalm 119,
seem to be full of enemies who are constantly lurking
around. They are proud, full of deceit and wickedness
with robbery on the mind. The constant prayer is that he
may keep the law on which he meditates day and night;
the commandments, which he loves with his whole
heart.
"Let not any iniquity have dominion over
me!"

This is the reason why the Lord had to take one
step at a time; had he seen the whole truth, he too
would have been immediately overwhelmed by the hells
trying to break his resolution. Order cannot be restored
in a moment, it has to grow and develop. But the evil
spirits tried whenever they could because they were well
aware what was at stake, and they accused him:
And in the synagogue there was a man who had the
spirit of an unclean demon; and he cried out with a loud
voice,
"Ah! What have you to do with us, Jesus
of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy
us? I know who you are, the Holy One of
God." But Jesus rebuked him, saying, "Be
silent, and come out of him!" And when
the demon had thrown him down in the

midst, he came out of him, having done
him no harm.
Luke 4 33-35 and Mark 1 23-26

But since the evil can only think and judge others by
their own state, the demon was quite wrong about
Jesus, who did not come to destroy them. He was no
power-hungry conqueror who cannot rest until the
Opposition is totally wiped out. Indeed, there are those,
who do see God in that light and teach that immortality
is conditional. Unless we conform entirely to God's will,
then we shall be annihilated. They too, judge the Divine
from their own human point of view, and they are quite
wrong.
He came to release all
The Lord did not come to destroy anyone, but to
restore a balance between good and evil, and also to
curb the power of evil, so that all of us can be free. The
mad lust for endless quest for power soon becomes
self-destructive. Unrestrained evil has no future, it only
rushes towards final disaster. We can in fact see the
work of the Saviour as reaching out even to those who
were evil, and respecting their choice, but limiting their
incursion into the minds of others unless they give their
consent. This can be seen in the healing of the wild man
at Gadara, or Gerasa. The man was heavily possessed,
and when confronted with Jesus, the evil spirits readily
recognised him as the Son of the Most High, and
begged him that they might be allowed to enter the herd
of swine, which then plunged into the sea and drowned.
This incident describes that they were still given the
choice, and their choice was to remain impure and live
in the swinish depths, which leave the world clear. The
spirits naturally could not be drowned in the sea, even if
the pigs were - yet even for them that may have been a
gentler death than the butcher's cruelty.
The Cosmic Mission
This release of the good from the clutches of the
evil, was the cosmic, universal mission of Jesus, the
Divine Word, dwelling within the mind tainted with the
weaknesses of human nature, but restoring it to its
freedom.
So Jesus came to Nazareth, where he had been
brought up. And as his custom was, he went into the
synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up to read.
And he was handed the book of Isaiah. And when he
had opened the book, he found the place where it was
written:
"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
Because he has anointed me to preach
the gospel to the poor,
He has sent me to heal the broken(Continued on page 5)
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hearted,
To preach deliverance to the captives
And recovery of sight to the blind,
To set at liberty those who are oppressed,
To preach the acceptable year of the
Lord."
Then he closed the book, and gave it
back to the attendant and sat down. And
the eyes of all who were in the synagogue
were fixed on him. And he began to say to
them, "Today, this scripture is fulfilled in
your hearing." So all bore witness to him,
and marvelled at the gracious words
which proceeded out of his mouth.
Luke 4 16-22

Interestingly, the book of the prophet Isaiah was
one of the most complete among the Dead Sea Scrolls,
and scholars were surprised how close it was to the text
of Isaiah which we have known from manuscripts, which
were written a thousand years later.
Please think of the young Jesus, first learning the
text, then gradually perceiving its full impact as it
unfolded his life's journey. In his hands we held the
scroll of the Psalms, which described his love for the
law, his fears of failing, his constant desire to become
pure and perfect, yet experiencing the deepest
temptations.
Every time we go to the scriptures in humility and
with love in our hearts, we see the same journey
opening out before us. Except that we are not alone as
he had been alone. Because he had completed that
journey, he now walks along with us. He, the strong

man whose strength is not destructive but completely
merciful, bringing a better future to all. Even to those
who are least aware of it.
May we all come to love his Word, feel his presence
in it, and following him on that journey which he made
before us, and sustain us through all the trials we may
meet. With him, let us say in our hearts:
Oh, how I love your law!
It is my meditation all the day,
You, through your commandments,
make me wiser than my enemies;
for they are ever with me.

Prayer
Lord Jesus Christ we thank you for your childhood and
youth: the years of learning and realisation of your great
mission. You knew in your heart the dawning conviction
that on your purity and obedience depended the victory
over evil and the assurance of spiritual freedom for all
people.
Help us not to abuse the freedom, which you guard
with such zeal within each one of us, so that without our
consent, evil cannot gain power over us.
May we come to love the Word and its inner
meaning and power, so that we may willingly follow the
journey, which you have trod before us.
Rev Christopher Hasler

Visitor from Nigeria
Rev Dr Joseph Ogunbodede
visited the UK in May this year.
Joseph is a minister of the New
Church in West Africa and serves
as Principal of the College in Owo,
Nigeria. The cathedral at Owo has
four clergy and can have
congregations of 500 with lively
music and dancing,
Whilst in the UK he met with
ministers and church members in
Manchester, Derby and London.
His visit also included discussions
at the College and joining in the
annual meeting of the Swedenborg
Society.
Editor
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RIP BNCF ? - A Look to the Future
There has been much talk recently about how the New
Church must readjust and re-focus in an effort to
prepare for what some may feel is an uncertain future.
This also includes, of course, the future of the British
New Church Federation, the young people's
organisation. I hope that all of you are familiar with the
young people's work within the church; however at our
last meeting, a few significant decisions were made that
we feel the rest of the church must know about.
After a long debate, the Federation Executive has
decided that 'Federation' as an organisation would no
longer exist as an entity. The group that has been
running it for a number of years now feels that it should
step down and let others, who are really the 'young
people' of the church, take a more positive role. We can
offer help, guidance and advice, but it must ultimately be
up to them to decide what role they want within the
church. We must let them lead themselves.
As a result, Federation is now no longer in official
operation. Sadly this means that there are no plans to
produce any more editions of the Plough, and Fedlnf will
change, although it is not yet certain what will happen.
The Federation Executive will not exist. However
Rosalind Leather will still be taking bookings for BNCF
Schools that are due to run this year. All BNCF funds
will remain in the Federation account for the time being,
managed by Geoff Nicholls, until the Conference
Council can make more firm provision for the future.

A major part of Federation's work, that of schools,
will be continuing. Certain schools are very popular, for
example, Middle School for ages 12-16, and there is no
reason why these cannot continue as they have been

doing. Every effort will be made to ensure that they are
encouraged and motivated through suitable activities
and events. And of course successful groups of young
people continue to meet around the country such as the
one organised by Bev Johnson based on Kildwick
hostel.
This summer's Camp 2000 is a fine example of the
work that we hope will continue in the New Church, and
it is the enthusiasm felt by the many young people who
joined in all, or even some of the week through Family
Day; that will keep young people's activity in the church
flourishing.
Please don't feel sad that the British New Church
Federation no longer exists as an official organisation,
as this is definitely not the end of the involvement of
young people within the church. Instead it is an
opportunity for those in the 'new' generation to take
more control in their own way instead of being led by a
group of 'twenty and thirty-somethings' who feel they are
out of touch with the wants and needs of the younger
people.
On behalf of the Federation I would like to express
my thanks to everyone who has helped and supported
us throughout the years - and that is a lot of people! The
end of Federation marks the end of an era, but it is
important to look enthusiastically to the future, and allow
our young people to branch out and involve ourselves in
ways that are relevant to them.
Best wishes to you all,
Alison Presland

The Benediction
The Benediction comes at the end of the Sunday
Service, but it is much more than a signal to let us know
that the Service is about to finish. I believe it to be a
high point of worship because it is the act of blessing.
We need to remember, however, that it is not the
Minister who is blessing the people; for he only acts on
behalf of the Lord. The Lord is the only one who can
bless us, because he alone has Divine power.
We need to realise that there is nothing magic about
the blessing. We are taught that,
"Blessing includes every single thing
received from the Lord, both that which is
good and that which is true"
Arcana Caelestia 1422

The act of blessing is a promise by the Lord that he
will provide for all our spiritual needs, that he will defend
us from the attacks of hell, and that he will make
available to us all the resources we need to grow in
love, faith, peace, and joy.
The Lord's blessing is for everyone without
exception; no one is singled out as being more worthy
or less worthy of it. Whether the blessing becomes
effective, however, depends on us. If we allow the Lord
space in our lives then his blessings can grow and
mature within us, but if we crowd him out with selfcentredness and evil then his blessings are choked and
suffocated. The Benediction reminds us that the Lord
will provide the resources we need, and that a life lived
for him will he full of blessings.
(Continued on page 7)
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Latest news from Purley Chase
At the Purley Chase Committee meeting in October it
was agreed that a number of improvements would be
carried out during the winter. Some, such as the last
phase of improving the valleys on the outside of the
roof, will hardly be seen by visitors to Purley Chase, but
others will.

The biggest job, however, will be the complete
refitting of the disabled toilet on the ground floor, to
provide facilities for the disabled, which will include a
walk-in shower. This will also enable the room to be
used conveniently for bathing babies, and facilities for
changing babies will be included.

Following the extensive work last winter to improve
the safety of Purley Chase in the event of fire, by
installing a new detection and warning system and
structural alterations to improve exit routes, a second
phase will be carried out to complete compliance with
regulations. This will consist of all the bedroom doors
being upgraded to half-hour fire resistance and being
provided with automatic closers.

Naturally all this work on making Purley Chase safer
and more convenient for visitors will be expensive.
Although we have been promised a very generous
donation for the work on the disabled toilet, we should
be very grateful for any further donations, particularly if
these can be made under the Gift Aid Scheme, which
would enable us to recover income tax. All donations
should be made out to "Purley Chase New Church
Centre" and sent to Wilf
Woodhouse, with, for those
under the Gift Aid Scheme, a
covering letter giving the
donor's name and address, the
name of the charity and a
statement that the gift is under
the Gift Aid Scheme.
And now a date for your
diaries. On June 16th 2001
Purley Chase will be holding a
Family Garden Party. Present
plans include a bouncy castle,
face painting and races for
children, but fuller details
should be available in the
spring. Tell all your friends and
acquaintances with children to
keep the date free.

Purley Chase in the snow

(Continued from page 6)

When speaking the words of blessing the Minister
raises his arms and hands above the Congregation.
This ritual has special significance and has been the
symbol of blessing for long centuries; indeed the High
Priest of Israel blessed the people in this way as we
read in the following verse:
"Aaron lifted his hands towards the people
and blessed them"
Leviticus 9:22 - NIV

In the Word, arms and hands are symbolic of power
in spiritual things.
The raising of the arms and hands is a symbol of
our looking up to the Lord, and our recognition that we
depend utterly on him for all power to overcome evil and
7

Jeff Lomax
Secretary, Purley
Committee

Chase

live a good life in its place. Furthermore, whenever we
wish to reach something down from a high place we
have to lift up our arms and hands; we see from this that
the raising of the arms and hands in the Benediction
suggests that blessings are coming down to us from
above, that is from the Lord out of heaven.
The Benediction is a lovely moment in our worship.
It sends us away knowing that the Lord is with us, and
that he promises to help us through the coming week.
We shall never lack any resource and power that we
need in our battles against our selfish nature, and in our
efforts to love and serve others.
Rev Robert A Gill
From the Pailsey newsletter

Christmas thoughts
It must have been a precipitant birth. Joseph was a
skilled carpenter. He could not have contemplated
marriage until he had served his apprenticeship. He
could easily have knocked-up a cradle for a baby in a
few hours. So there wasn't time and Jesus was "laid in a
manger". It was just as well that He was wrapped in
swathing bands as an animal shelter is no place for the
new born.
Even today in some
parts of the world the
death rate from
tetanus in babies is
too high. This is
because of the
custom of placing
dried dung on the
cut umbilical cord.
I suspect that Jesus was out of the manger on the
following day and that the shepherds were the only ones
to see Him there.
What of the baby Himself? He could not have been
a clone of Mary; otherwise He would have been she! He
could not have been Joseph's son; otherwise the Divine
could not have been in Him. Also, it would have been a
disgrace to both of them and Joseph would not have
been minded to "put her away privily.' The Lord's
chromosomal state remains and always will remain a

mystery. He must have had a full complement of genes;
otherwise He could not have been "a boy like any other
boy."
In medieval catholic days, the virginity of Mary was
paramount. It was postulated that the "brothers and
sisters" of our Lord mentioned in the gospels must have
been Joseph's children from a previous marriage. These
references could have included cousins like James the
son of Alphaeus. This disciple, James the-Less, is said
to have been the son of Cleopas and Mary's sister also
called Mary, very confusingly. James became a leader
of the early Christian church in Jerusalem. To return to
Joseph who, under this theory, must have been an old
man when he married Mary. An idea presented in many
old Christmas Carols. He was too old to procreate
further children by a much younger Mary who remained
a virgin all her life.
His age did not prevent Joseph from walking from
Nazareth to Bethlehem, the length of Wales, nor from
taking his wife and Jesus the much longer journey to
Egypt!
Would the Divine, having used Mary to enter this
world, have been so cruel to prevent her union in
marriage with her husband? I cannot believe that the
love of our Lord could act in this way.
Geoffrey Bentley

Music for Charity at Brightlingsea
In September, the Brightlingsea Society held a
successful Organ and Piano Recital, followed by a
soiree, in aid of the Deputy * of the Cinque Port Liberty
of Brightlingsea`s Christmas Gift Fund and the National
Deaf Children's Society. The evening was attended by
the Deputy and his Lady, friends from Colchester and
other Brightlingsea churches, and members of the
congregation. The Church organ, acknowledged as the
best in the locality, was played by Mr David Glover,
organist of the Colchester General Church and Mr
Andrew Fisher. The piano soloist was Miss Charlotte
Chesworth, organist of the Brightlingsea Church. Pieces
on the organ included compositions by Bach, Howells
and Karl-Elgert, and, on the piano the Fantasy in C
Major by Mozart.
The picture shows the cheque for the Christmas Gift
Fund being handed to the Deputy by Mrs Gwen Hardy
and Mr Michael Hindley, Deputy's Assistant, at the
Brightlingsea Liberty Ball held the following month. Also
in the picture are the Lady Deputy and Rev Alan Hardy,
a Freeman of Brightlingsea. It was an exciting evening
for Alan, who was called on to say grace before the
8

meal and who also won a magnum!
(*Brightlingsea is a limb of the Cinque Port of
Sandwich and the Deputy is a deputy of the Mayor of
Sandwich.)
Graham Fisher

Dalton celebrates 175 years
On Saturday 1st July the New Church at Dalton
celebrated its 175th Anniversary. Over 80 people were
present at a thanksgiving service led by the Rev
Christopher Jackson, assisted by the Rev Bruce Jarvis
and the Rev Geoffrey Clarkson.
The New Church began in the area with a group of
people meeting at Cooper Bridge House, later moving
first to Colne Bridge and then to Upper Heaton. The
Church on Long Lane was built by George Senior, a mill
owner, and was opened on 21st August 1825. A Sunday
School at the rear was opened in 1831.
The Church has been altered several times over the
years, the last renovation taking place in 1976 when the
Sunday School was demolished and the Church divided
into a Church area and a new hall.
Dalton New Church in the 1900’s
As a permanent recognition of our Anniversary we
have had new railings installed at the front of the Church
(the original ones were removed during the war) and the
fine wrought iron gates refurbished. Inside the Church
we have a set of splendid, new kneelers. These were
stitched by Members of the Church to our special design
incorporating the dates 1825 and 2000. They were
dedicated by the Rev Bruce Jarvis when he visited us in
October.

The display of memorabilia
Our celebration brought visitors from many parts of
the country and abroad. They were entertained with
poetry and songs by the children, who had also
produced a "time capsule" collage of photographs of
members of the Church. There was also a display of
memorabilia, photographs, Registers dating back to
1834 and some of the original architects plans for the
Church.

These celebrations have brought great joy to us at
Dalton. We have been reminded of past achievements
and inspired by the good wishes we have received for
the future of our Church. It has been a very rewarding
year for us and we look forward to a bright new
Millennium.
Jean Mrozek

One of the new kneelers
Dalton New Church 2000
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Conference Council Report
The Council met at Swanwick rather than Purley Chase.
In order to accommodate working members of the
Council it is necessary to hold meetings at the weekend,
which means that Purley Chase will not always be
available.
The Chairman welcomed Mrs M. Taylor, Mr. N.
Sutton and the Rev D. Lomax to their first full Council
meeting. All members welcome the added stimulation
that new people bring to the debates.
The Treasurer reported that although society
donations were as yet below inflation, personal
donations were significantly increased. Is this a
response to the commitment of many in Conference to
increased stipends for ministers or simply that 'Gift Aid'
makes it easier to claim back tax? Only time will tell. It
was good to hear that although it has been necessary to
reduce the dividend, 'The Pool' has performed quite well
despite adverse market forces.
The Council was concerned that grants to Societies
from the Society Assistance Fund may need to be
curtailed for a time until the full implications of the cost
of the 'Disability Discrimination Act' implementation is
known.
The President expressed the need for guidelines or
a Code of Practice for those running residential schools
for children and young people. Mrs Jean Chambers was
asked to consult with those experienced in this field with
a view to drawing up such a code.
The Secretary of the MAC indicated that the title
'Assistant Minister' would be abolished. This raised
questions about future training of ministers and if there
were to be only one tier of ministry what effect would
this have on the length and depth of training. The
Council during this discussion expressed its
wholehearted support of and commitment to the
valuable work of the College in dispersed learning.

27th and 28th October

The Council expressed its delight at the
appointment of Mrs Jan Millar as CAM Co-ordinator for
two years and look forward to a successful term under
her leadership. The 'Renew' team had submitted a
report on its thinking so far. The Council awaits the
practical implications of new initiatives for the future. It is
recognised that there will be far reaching repercussions
within the Church and that it will be necessary for the
Council to meet as early as possible with the 'Renew'
team before releasing information which could be
confusing if given prematurely.
There are appointments and decisions, which need
to be made, but the Council felt that until the way
forward can be seen clearly it could be counter
productive to make appointments at this stage. The
Council keeps before it such appointments as Network
Minister, Outreach Leader and Youth Co-ordinator until
'Renew' makes recommendations about future priorities.
The question of the Secretaryship of the MAC was to be
considered shortly by the MAC, although it was
recognised that changes in Council's may also be
affected by 'Renew'.
Yet another student for ministry is seeking an
appointment from next year. When Mrs. Rita Russell
completes her training she will do some work for the
College and in addition work approximately twelve and a
half hours per week for the Conference.
Minister's stipends eclipsed all other topics for
discussion. This was more so because the Rev B. M.
Talbot sought leave of absence for two terms from
Easter to Christmas next year in order to gain
qualifications as a teacher recognised in the United
Kingdom. He found this necessary so that if the Church
is unable to meet his needs he has other options in the
future. This threw into sharp focus the difficulty family
men have in continuing to serve the Church full time.
Leave of absence without pay was granted for the
period requested. On the wider issue of stipends it was
recognised by all members that an urgent decision
needs to be made. The Council appointed a task force
of three to bring to the next meeting of the Council a
'package' which reflects a significant increase in
salaries.
The Council was delighted to hear of the success of
'Camp 2000' and congratulate all those who contributed
to this wonderful experience. The Council was informed
that there is a possibility of inviting the Rev D. Krejza to
lead a residential school in the Autumn. This is an
exciting prospect, which reinforces the links with the
wider Church.
The next two meetings of the Council will be on the
16th and 17th February 2001 and on the 10th and 11th
May 2001.

Council members at Conference 2000
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Jean Chambers

There are now many websites accessible through the Internet that feature
Swedenborg or the New Church. To ensure the widest possible interest in
these sites for those already on the internet, and to gives others some
insight into what this all means, I intend publishing from time to time some
information on well known, and not so well known sites.
Editor

www.swedenborg.org.uk
This is the website of the Swedenborg Society founded
in London in 1810.
Once you have entered the site from the home page
(shown here) you are able to choose from the following
areas of interest:
• An introduction to Swedenborg
• The Society’s newsletter
• A catalogue of the Society’s publications
• The Society’s library and research details
• Lectures at Swedenborg House
• An invitation to membership of the Society
• Other Swedenborgian publishers
• Contact the Society

www.newchurch.org
This is the website of the General Church of the New
Jerusalem, formed in 1897 and based in Bryn Athyn,
Pennsylvania, USA.
The home page introduces the visitor to the New Church
and provides access to further information about:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Congregations
Swedenborg
Book Store
Young Adults
Frequently Asked Questions
Sermons

www.swedenborg.org
This is the website of The Swedenborgian Church of
North America (also referred to as General Convention),
which was established in 1817.
Visitors to the site are offered a range of topics to
consider, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
11

Beliefs
Churches
History
About Swedenborg
Sermon of the week
Sunday School association
Contact information

Notices
Ministerial support for Brightlingsea
The Brightlingsea Society of the New Church, a long established and accepted Church within the town of
Brightlingsea, will shortly wish to appoint a retired Minister or qualified lay person, to serve the Society in a part
time capacity. The appointment will be an ideal opportunity for someone who wishes to continue in rewarding
ministry in retirement. Details of the job description are for negotiation but the essential duty will be ministering
to the Church' s congregation. However, there is likely to be the opportunity for involvement in the wider
Christian movement in the Town, including the Fraternal, "Churches Together" and Civic activities. A
willingness to be involved at least to some extent in these will be an advantage but is not essential. Applicants
who are prepared to live in or near the Town will have an advantage. If necessary, consideration will be given
to sharing the work between more than one appointee.
It is hoped that the initial appointment will be for a period of five years but this is not essential and there will
be provision for a break in agreed circumstances.
The post attracts a substantial package of benefits which will also be subject to negotiation and they will be
reviewed annually to ensure they continue to reflect the circumstances of the appointment. Where necessary,
assistance with relocation costs and accommodation will be considered, and expenses will be paid for Society
business from within an agreed budget.
Brightlingsea is a delightful small coastal town in north east Essex. The principal local centre is about 10
miles away at Colchester, Britain's oldest recorded town, which has a full range of shopping and entertainment
facilities. There are fast train services to London from Colchester and Wivenhoe (about 6 miles). Access to the
unspoiled countryside of East Anglia is easy.
There will be an opportunity for shortlisted applicants to visit Brightlingsea, staying locally for a few days, in
order to meet members of the Church and get a better feel of what the position will involve. Reasonable
expenses will be paid for such visits.
For further information contact the Society' s Secretary, Michael Hindley, Telephone 01206 303800. All
approaches will be treated in strict confidence.

Correction

Advance notice

In the Conference Year Book 2000 / 2001 Rev Robert Gill's E-mail
address is shown incorrectly.
It should be:
revrobert@rgill1.freeserve.co.uk
Robert would be grateful if friends and colleagues would correct their
address list accordingly.

Weekend Retreat
'A Lenten Journey - Jordan to
Jerusalem'
March 9-11 2001
at Purley Chase New Church Centre,
Atherstone
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Information Needed
The Southend Society is considering the
installation of an induction hearing loop
in the Church.
Do any Lifeline readers have any
information as to cost, supplier or
source of materials and/or advice. If so
the Southend Committee would be most
grateful to hear from them.
Peter Cunningham
Southend Society of the New Church
Swanage Road Southend-on-sea
SS2 5HX

